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Decease  of  Officers  of  the  Society. — Review  of  the  past  year. 


Since  our  last  Anniversary,  the 
Hon.  Henry  Clay,  President,  and 
the  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  one  of 
the  Vice  Presidents  of  this  Society, 
have  departed  this  life.  It  is  not 
for  us  to  add  anything  to  the  tribute 
of  respect  which  the  country  and 
the  world  have  paid  to  their  memo- 
ry. 

Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  Esq.,  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Society,  closed  his  earth- 
ly labors,  the  6th  of  May,  greatly  beloved 
and  deeply  lamented  by  us,  and  by  a 
wide  circle  of  friends. 

In  view  of  bereavements  like  these,  we 
desire  to  recognize  our  obligations  to  "  that 
hand,  unseen,  which  holds  us  up,  that  eye 
which  kindly  watches  all  our  path,"  and 
that  gracious  agency  to  which  we  are  in- 
debted for  all  the  success  which  has 
crowned  our  enterprize. 

The  history  of  our  labors  during  the 
past  year,  presents  no  particular  event, 
whose  imposing  magnitude  attracts  unu- 
sual consideration.  We  have  encountered 
the  ordinary  measure  of  trial  and  embar- 
rassment; of  succor  and  success.  A  gene- 
ral review,  however,  will  produce  in  every 
mind,  the  conviction,  that  the  operations 


of  this  Society  are  growing  in  strength 
and  usefulness  with  every  passing  year. 
Every  new  development  in  the  condition 
of  the  African  race,  and  their  relations  to 
the  rest  of  mankind,  illustrates  the  com- 
plicated bearings  of  our  work,  and  gives 
promise  of  ulterior  results,  which  awaken 
our  admiration  and  command  our  esteem! 
Every  single  instance  of  colonization,  de- 
monstrates the  rectitude  of  the  principles 
of  the  Society,  and  its  wonderfully  diver- 
sified capacities  of  good.  The  aggregate 
of  what  it  has  done  the  past  year,  and  in 
all  past  time,  stamps  upon  it  the  character 
of  the  broadest  benevolence,  bestowing 
blessings  upon  millions,  capable  of  rever- 
sing the  dark  destiny  of  a  continent,  and 
stretching  its  results  over  all  future 
time. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  num- 
ber of  emigrants  which  have  been  sent  to 
Liberia  during  the  past  year. 

The  brig  Julia  Ford  sailed  from  New  Or- 
leans, the  31st  Jan  ,  with  47  emigrants, 
from  the  southern  and  southwestern 
states.  Twelve  of  them  were  born  free; 
eight  purchased  their  own  freedom,  and 
twenty-seven  were  emancipated  by  dif- 
ferent persons  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Mississippi  and  Louisiana.  On  their  arri- 
val in  Liberia,  nine  of  them  were  located 
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in  the  Kentucky  settlement,  on  the  St. 
Paul's  river,  and  thirty-eight  in  the  county 
of  Sinou. 

The  barque  Ralph  Cross  sailed  from 
Norfolk,  Va.,  the  5th  of  May,  with  126 
emigrants,  of  whom  21  were  from  New 
Jersey,  1  from  Pennsylvania,  1  from  Ma- 
ryland, 1  from  the  District  of  Columbia, 
48  from  Virginia,  16  from  North  Caroli- 
na, 11  from  Georgia,  2  from  Mississippi, 
1  from  Ohio,  and  22  from  Missouri. — 
Forty-four  of  them  were  born  free,  five 
purchased  their  own  freedom  or  were  pur- 
chased by  their  friends,  and  seventy-seven 
were  emancipated  by  different  persons,  in 
order  that  they  might  go  to  Liberia.  They 
were  all  located  at  Buchanan,  in  Grand 
Bassa  county. 

The  brig  Oriole  sailed  from  New  York, 
the  4th  of  Oct.,  with  37  emigrants,  and 
three  citizens  of  Liberia  who  had  been  on 
a  visit  to  this  country.  They  were  all 
born  free  excepting  two.  They  were  des- 
tined to  the  St.  Paul's  river,  Mesurado 
county.  For  the  fitting  out  of  this  ex- 
pedition we  are  indebted  to  the  agen- 
cy of  the  New  York  State  Colonization 
Society. 

The  barque  Joseph  Maxicell  sailed  from 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  the  22d  Nov.,  with 
148  emigrants,  and  two  citizens  of  Libe- 
ria. Of  these  105  were  from  North  Caro- 
lina; 36  from  South  Carolina;  and  seven 
from  Georgia.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  were  born  free,  two  purchased  their 
freedom,  and  twenty-one  were  emancipa- 
ted. One  remarkable  and  interesting  fact 
deserves  to  be  mentioned,  in  connection 
with  this  expedition.  Nearly  all  those 
who  went  from  North  Carolina,  were  the 
friends  of  Marshall  Hooper  and  his  wife, 
vrho  went  to  Liberia  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  1849,  and  returned  last  spring  to 
visit  his  friends  and  tell  them  of  Liberia. 
And  as  the  result,  they   made  their  ar- 


rangements, and  went  with  him  to  try 
their  own  fortunes  there.  He  lives  in  the 
Virginia  settlement,  on  the  ot.  Paul 's  river, 
and  they  will  be  located  in  that  vi- 
cinity. 

The  Linda  Stuart  sailed  from  Norfolk, 
Va.,  the  27th  Nov.,  with  171  emigrants; 
of  whom  1  was  from  New  Jersey,  2  from 
Washington  City,  129  from  Virginia,  and 
39  from  iNorth  Carolina.  One  hundred 
and  sixty-two  of  them  were  born  free, 
eight  purchased  their  freedom,  and  one 
was  emancipated.  This  company  are  all 
to  be  located  on  the  St.  Paul's  river,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Millsburg,  with  the  view  of 
strengthening  that  old  settlement,  and 
making  preparatory  arrangements  for  es- 
tablishing a  new  settlement  in  the  inte- 
rior, as  soon  as  circumstances  will  per- 
mit. 

The  barque  Shirley,  which  sailed  from 
Baltimore  the  27th  Nov.,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Maryland  Colonization  Socie- 
ty, carried  two  emigrants,  sent  by  this 
Society:  one  from  Lafayette,  Ind.,  and 
the  other  from  Hollidaysburg,  Pa. 

The  brig  Zebra  sailed  from  New  Or- 
leans the  31st  December,  with  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  emigrants,  inclu- 
ding two  citizens  of  Liberia,  who,  after 
a  few  months'  visit  to  Tennessee,  were 
returning  to  their  homes  hi  Liberia  with 
some  of  their  friends.  Of  this  number, 
twenty-three  were  born  free,  fifteen  pur- 
chased their  own  freedom,  or  were  pur- 
chased by  their  friends;  and  ninety-seven 
were  emancipated  by  different  persons 
in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Loui- 
siana, and  Texas.  About  eighty-five 
of  this  company  will  be  settled  in 
Sinou  county,  and  the  others  in  the 
Kentucky  settlement,  on  the  St.  Paul's 
river. 

The  whole  may  be  thus  stated  in  a  form 
convenient  for  reference: 
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Brig  Julia  Ford, 
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It  will  thus  appear  that  the  whole  num- 
ber sent  out  this  year  is  six  hundred  and 
sixty-six. 

They  have  already  become  incorporated 
with  the  settled  population ;  they  have 
made  the  land  of  their  father's  their  land  ; 
tliey  are  the  holders  of  real  estate  there, 
and  they  have  an  interest  in  the  govern- 
ment, and  all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of 
the  country. 

They  are  new  in  all  the  privileges  and 
responsibilities  of  their  new  position. — 
They  are  inexperienced,  and  have  much 
to  learn.  The  field,  however,  is  fairly 
opened  to  them.  They  stand  side  by  side 
with  the  oldest  citizens  of  Liberia  and 
their  children  who  have  been  born  there, 
with  equal  rights  and  responsibilities. — 
They  have  entered  into  the  labors  of  the 
early  emigrants  to  Liberia,  reaping  their 
fruits,  and  aiding  to  establish  and  carry 
forward  the  results  thereof. 

Liberia  is  now  in  a  condition  to  receive 
and  care  for  a  much  larger  number  of  em- 
igrants yearly.  She  has  the  territory  on 
which  to  plant  them — the  sphere  of  use- 
fulness for  them  to  fill — and  the  moral  in- 
fluences to  throw  around  them.  The 
preparation  has  been  made.  No  one  now 
can  believe  that  the  thing  is  impracticable. 
It  can  be  done.  It  has  been  fairly  com- 
menced— the  foundation  has  been  laid, 
deep  and  strong — the  elements  of  society 
have  been   organized   and   compacted — a 


well  ordered  and  free  republic  has  been 
established — schools  and  churches,  and 
all  the  institutions  of  civilized  life  have 
been  created — a  few  thousand  emigrants 
have  been  taken  from  their  deep  depres- 
sion here,  wafted  across  the  ocean  and 
planted  on  the  margin  of  an  immense 
continent — their  influence  is  fast  stretching 
along  the  shore,  and  penetrating  the  inte- 
rior— the  forest  is  vanishing  before  them — 
the  wilderness  is  becoming  a  fruitful  field, 
and  the  deep  darkness  which,  for  uncount- 
ed ages,  has  hung  heavy  over  the  land, 
has  begun  to  recede  !  From  their  present 
proud  elevation  they  may,  undaunted, 
lookout  upon  the  broad  face  of  day,  con- 
scious freemen  !  Before  them  is  opened 
the  most  extensive  prospect  of  usefulness, 
fair  as  the  morning  spread  upon  the  moun- 
tains— aland  of  promise  to  their  scattered 
race. 

All  the  events  which  have  transpired  in 
the  history  of  Liberia  during  the  past 
year,  illustrate  and  establish  these  con- 
victions. 

In  his  last  annual  message  to  the  Le- 
gislature, President  Roberts  says  : — "  We 
have  abundant  cause  for  congratulation 
and  thankfulness,  that  our  land  has  been 
exempted  from  the  visitation  of  any  pesti- 
lential disease,  and  that,  in  the  general,  a 
remarkable  degree  of  health  has  been  pre- 
served to  its  inhabitants. 

"  The   agricultural  departments  of  the 
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country  were  never  more  encouraging  than 
at  the  present  time  ;  commerce  is  also  ra- 
pidly increasing,  both  in  the  variety  and 
quantity  of  the  articles  of  export  :  and  I 
am  happy  in  being  able  to  inform  the  Le- 
gislature that  a  decided  improvement,  in 
the  several  towns  and  villages  of  the  re- 
public, is  every  where  observable.  In- 
deed every  fundamental  interest  of  the 
Government  and  people  seem  to  bear  the 
impress  of  Divine  favor  and  approbation." 
In  his  inaugural  address,  he  says  :  "1 
venture  to  assert,  without  fear  of  success- 
ful contradiction,  that  no  country  under 
the  wide  spread  Heavens  can  boast  a  more 
law-abiding  people  than  the  people  of  this 
Republic."  Captain  Andrew  H.  Foote, 
late  commander  of  the  U.  S.  brig  "Perry," 
connected  with  the  African  Squadron,  in 
a  letter  dated  23d  April,  1852,  says  :  "  the 
religious  character  of  Liberia  presents  a 
very  favorable  aspect.  1  attended  church 
myself  frequently,  when  in  Monrovia, 
and  heard  sound  practical  sermons,  which 
as  intellectual  efforts,  would  have  done  no 
discredit  to  the  pulpit  in  this  country.  I 
visited  Liberia  free  from  all  prejudices 
against  colonization,  and  equally  free  from 
all  pre-judgments  in  its  favor — determined 
to  see  and  examine  for  myself ;  and  after 
frequent  personal  intercourse  with  the 
people,  looking  at  the  country,  its  re- 
sources— observing  the  character  of  the 
Liberian  mind-the  influence  of  the  schools, 
churches,  and  arts  of  civilization,  on  the 
great  numbers  of  uncivilized  heathen 
around  them — I  came  to  the  deliberate  con- 
clusion, that  Liberia  has  the  strongest 
claims  upon  christian  aid  and  sympathy, 
while  it  presents  commercial  advantages 
to  our  country,  which  will  far  counter- 
balance the  amount  expended  by  private 
benevolence  in  planting  and  aiding  the  col- 
ony and  the  Republic.  The  growth  of 
Liberia  having  been  gradual  and  healthy; 


the  government  firmly  established,  as  its 
entire  and  successful  administration  for 
several  years,  by  the  blacks  themselves, 
has  abundantly  proven,  the  country  now 
is  in  a  condition  to  receive  as  many  emi- 
grants as  we  can  send  her." 

The  Rev.  Eli  Ball  was  early  in  the 
year  sent  to  Liberia  by  the  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  to  investi- 
gate and  report  on  the  condition  of  Liberia. 
The  Savannah  Daily  Georgian  says  :  "he 
is  a  minister  of  high  standing  in  the  de- 
nomination to  which  he  belongs,  and  his 
interesting  statements  are  doubtless  en- 
tirely trust-worthy."  He  says:  "I  was 
kindly  received  in  their  pleasant  dwell- 
ings ;  I  ate  at  their  tables  ;  I  saw  them  at 
their  business  and  in  the  house  of  God  at 
worship.  If  well  built  houses,  tables  fur- 
nished with  the  necessaries,  and  some  of 
the  luxuries  of  life  ;  dresses  comfortable 
and  fashionable,  and  good  farms  in  the 
country,  furnish  proof  of  families  being 
above  want,  then  are  those  in  Greenville 
above  want?  I  did  not  see,  nor  did  I 
hear  of  one,  even  one,  that  was  poor  in 
the  common  acceptation  of  that  word. — 
From  among  these  colonists,  teachers  and 
preachers  are  being  raised  up,  who,  at  no 
distant  period  may,  and  I  trust  they  will, 
be  instrumental  in  accomplishing  a  great 
amount  of  good  to  long  neglected  Africa." 

The  Liberia  Herald  says  :  "  The  crops 
of  the  year  are  superabundant.  The 
quantity  of  palm  oil  brought  into  market 
this  year  exceeds  all  former  experience. 
Camwood  is  returning  and  flowing  to  its 
former  plentifulness,  in  the  channels, 
which  for  years  it  had  abandoned.  The 
farms  of  our  people  this  year  are  larger 
and  better  prepared  than  at  any  year  pre- 
ceding, so  that  on  every  side  the  prospect 
brightens.  We  notice  with  much  pleasure 
the  improvements  that  have  been  made  and 
are  now  being  made,at  the  place  selected  for 
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the  "  New  York  Agricultural  Associa- 
tion," to  which  the  Government  made  a 
donation  of  six  hundred  acres  of  land. 

These  extracts  are  sufficient  to  show 
that  Liberia  has  honorably  maintained 
her  position  as  an  independent  State  ;  and 
that  amid  innumerable  difficulties,  her 
course  has  been  onward  ! 

To  some  of  the  difficulties  which  she 
has  had  to  encounter,  it  is  important  that 
we  should  allude  in  this  connection. — 
Among  the  most  prominent  of  these  is  the 
Grando  war.  Late  in  the  last  year  a 
Fishman,  named  Grando,  instigated,  no 
doubt,  by  those  who  had  been  engaged  in 
the  slave  trade,  in  and  about  New  Cess, 
collected  a  formidable  force,  and  made  a 
desperate  attack  upon  the  township  of 
Bassa  Cove  ;  they  burnt  the  houses  erected 
at  the  new  settlement  near  Fish  town,  mur- 
dered nine  of  the  inhabitants,  and  plun- 
dered the  neighborhood  of  every  thing. 
There  was  every  evidence  to  show  that 
this  was  only  the  beginning  of  the  work 
of  destruction  which  was  contemplated  by 
Grando  and  his  allies.  As  soon  as  Presi- 
dent Roberts  heard  of  these  outrages,  he 
assembled  his  legal  advisers,  and  the  re- 
sult was  that  immediate  steps  were  taken 
to  defend  their  citizens.  It  is  supposed 
that  Grando 's  force  amounted  to  five 
thousand  effective  men.  The  President 
marched  against  them  with  five  hundred 
and  fifty  Liberians,  and  about  the  same 
number  of  native  troops.  Without  de- 
tailing the  incidents  of  the  conflict,  which 
was  a  desperate  one,  suffice  it  to  say,  the 
Liberians  were  victorious.  President  Ro- 
berts in  his  despatch  says,  "  we  had  to 
contend  against  fearful  odds  ;  but  the  hand 
of  Divine  Providence  was  on  our  side,  and 
we  gloriously  triumphed."  Again  he 
says,  "  I  exceedingly  regretted  the  neces- 
sity of  this  campaign,  but  it  could  not  be 
avoided.     The   effect,  however,   will   be 


most  salutary.  It  will  convince  the  ab- 
original inhabitants  of  every  part  of  the 
Republic,  of  the  ability  of  the  government 
to  maintain  the  majesty  of  the  laws,  and 
punish  crime  whenever  committed  within 
its  jurisdiction.  And  the  result  of  this 
campaign  will  not  only  convince  the  na- 
tives of  the  power  of  the  government  to 
maintain  its  authority,  but  also  certain  for- 
eign traders,  who  have  openly  inculcated  a 
feeling  of  opposition  among  some  of  our 
neighboring  tribes." 

Subsequent  events  have  shown  that  he 
was  right  in  these  opinions,  for  since  that 
time,  all  the  tribes  bordering  upon  their 
territories,  as  well  as  those  under  their 
jurisdiction,  have  remained  in  quietness 
and  friendship,  and  the  influence  of  the 
Government  has  been  effectual  in  settling 
some  k>ng  and  bitter  hostilities  between 
different  native  tribes.  President  Rob- 
erts in  his  message  says:  '*  Generally  from 
a  conviction  that  we  consider  them  a  part 
of  ourselves,  and  cherish  with  sincerity 
their  rights  and  interests,  the  attachment 
of  the  natives  is  daily  gaining  strength. 
Constant  applications  are  being  made  to 
the  government  to  supply  them  with 
school  teachers,  and  with  other  qualified 
persons  to  reside  among  them,  to  instruct 
them  in  the  civilized  modes  of  agriculture 
and  the  mechanic  arts." 

The  independence  of  Liberia  has  been 
formally  recognised  during  the  past  year, 
by  the  Prussian  Government,  and  also  by 
Brazil,  which  has  a  Charged 'Affaires  resi- 
ding at  Monrovia,  and  President  Roberts 
has  received  assurances  that  two  or  three 
other  European  governments  are  about  to 
extend  this  act  ofjustice  and  comity.  He 
hopes  still  that  the  United  States  govern- 
ment will  do  the  same.  In  his  last  annual 
message  he  says  :  "  we  have  cause,  how- 
ever, still  to  regret  that  the  United  States 
government  has  not  yet  seen  fit  to  acknow- 
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ledge  the  independence  of  this  Republic. 
And  though  we  are  not  insensible  of  the 
cause  of  this  delay,  still  we  had  every  rea- 
son to  hope  and  expect,  notwithstanding 
the  peculiar  institution  of  that  country, 
that  it  would  have  been  among  the  first  to 
extend  to  us  the  friendly  hand,  to  wel- 
come Liberia  among  the  family  of  nations. 
I  am  happy  that  we  have  still  grounds  for 
hope,  that  the  United  States  Government 
will  not  much  longer  withhold  this  token 
of  friendship.  We  have  also  good  grounds 
for  belief  that  she  will  even  do  more — 
that  she  will  aid  this  infant  State,  pecu- 
niarily, in  her  efforts  to  introduce  into  Af- 
rica the  blessings  of  civilization  and  Chris- 
tianity." 

Renewed  evidences  of  the  continued 
and  increasing  favor  and  friendship  of  both 
England  and  Prance,  have  been  given  du- 
ring the  past  year. 

Complaints  had  for  some  time  been  made 
against  the  revenue  laws  of  Liberia  by 
British  traders  on  that  coast.  Some  of 
these  traders  also  claimed  to  own  certain 
plats  of  land  within  the  territorial  limits 
of  Liberia.  For  the  adjustment  of  these 
with  other  matters,  President  Roberts  vis- 
ited England  and  France.  In  his  dis- 
patch dated  London,  16th  October,  he 
says  :  "I  am  happy  to  say  that  all  the 
subjects  which  have  claimed  attention  here 
have  been  arranged  and  settled  quite  to  my 
satisfaction.  The  most  important,  and  the 
one  that  has  produced  most  of  the  diffi- 
culty we  have  had  with  British  traders — 
the  right  of  sovereignty  over  certain  tracts 
of  territory — is  now  put  at  rest.  Her 
Majesty's  government  has  acknowledged 
the  right  of  the  Liberian  government  to 
exercise  political  jurisdiction  over  the 
tracts  of  territory  ceded  by  the  native 
chiefs,  especially  those  marked  upon  the 
maps  of  Liberia  constructed  by  British 
officers."  He  also  says  that  the  go- 
vernment had    kindly  placed   at  his  dis- 


posal a  vessel  to  carry  him  to  Libe- 
ria. 

He,  when  in  France,  received  marks  of 
distinguished  consideration.  He  gives 
the  following  account  of  an  interview 
which  he  had,  by  special  invitation,  with 
Louis  Napoleon :  "  He  (the  Prince) 
said  he  felt  great  interest  in  the  effort 
which  was  making  in  Liberia  to  test  the 
capacity  of  the  African  race  for  self-gov- 
ernment ;  and  that  he  was  well  pleased  at 
the  progress  which  had  been  made  there  ; 
and  that  the  new  State  would  be  sustained 
by  every  practicable  means  by  the  French 
government.  And  in  proof  of  his  good 
wishes,  upon  my  application  for  a  few 
hundred  stand  of  arms,  uniforms,  &c,  &c, 
for  our  militia,  and  a  small  gun  brig,  the 
Prince  readily  consented  to  supply  the 
arms,  &c,  and  said  he  would  speak  with 
the  Minister  of  Marine  respecting  the 
vessel.  On  returning  to  Paris,  the  Minis- 
ter for  Foreign  Affairs  assured  me  that 
all  I  asked  for  would  be  granted  ;  the 
Minister  of  Marine  was  absent,  to  return 
in  a  few  days,  and  that  I  should  hear  from 
him  through  the  French  Embassy  at  Lon- 
don." 

"  I  have  now  only  to  add  that  the  in- 
terest in  favor  of  Liberia,  both  in  England 
and  in  France,  is  daily  increasing.  By 
the  government  and  people  of  both  coun- 
tries I  have  been  received  in  the  most 
kind  and  flattering  manner." 

In  view  of  these  and  other  facts  which 
might  be  mentioned,  we  hazzard  nothing 
in  saying  that  Liberia  has  gained  more 
rapidly  on  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
the  world  than  any  other  colony  with 
whose  history  we  are  conversant.  The 
generation  is  now  living,  and  some  of 
them  are  present  this  night,  who  took  part 
in  the  first  efforts  to  plant  Liberia,  and 
already  she  has  taken  rank  among  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  free,  independent  and 
equal . 
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We  may  also  remark  that  Liberia  is 
not  only  one  of  the  most  rapid,  but  she  is 
also  one  of  the  most  interesting  germs  of 
national  growth,  which  the  world  has 
ever  seen.  The  feeling  which  animates 
the  great  majority  of  her  citizens,  is  wor- 
thy of  all  commendation.  They  possess  a 
courage,  and  a  self-devotion  which  have 
carried  them  through  many  trying  places, 
and  still  give  promise  of  future  improve- 
ment. Despondency  has  no  home  in  their 
hearts.  They  have  breasted,  with  noble 
resolution,  the  various  obstacles  which 
have  been  thrown  in  their  way.  When 
their  means  were  small  and  their  resources 
inadequate  to  their  emergencies,  they 
have  made  personal  sacrifices,  and  per- 
formed additional  services. 

In  the  progress  of  communities  as  of  in- 
dividuals, interest  and  benevolence,  are 
closely  allied.  Emphatically  has  this 
been  illustrated  i:i  the  personal  history  of 
the  earlier  and  the  later  emigrants  to  Li- 
beria, and  in  Liberia  itself.  They  have 
secured  the  highest  benefits  to  them- 
selves ;  at  the  same  time  they  are  the 
pre-eminent  benefactors  of  their  race.  They 
■have  come  into  the  possession  of  a  sub- 
stantial inheritance  ;  they  have  come  also 
as  the  acknowledged  harbingers  of  good 
to  a  benighted  continent.  They  are  ma- 
king positive  advancement  in  personal  in- 
dustry, intelligence  and  wealth,  and  they 
are  by  the  very  same  process  developing 
the  agricultural  and  commercial  resources 
of  the  country.  They  are  acquiring  in- 
creased ability  to  act  for  and  govern  them- 
selves— to  build  up  the  institutions  of  ed- 
ucation and  religion  ;  with  these  very  ele- 
ments of  culture,  and  rudiments  of  Chris- 
tianity, they  prove  themselves  the  best 
missionaries,  the  most  efficient  of  teach- 
ers, to  the  heathen,  by  whom  they  are 
surrounded.  They  are  thus,  amid  all 
their  perplexities    and   discouragements, 


discharging  a  high  duty  to  themselves  and 
their  race,  and  winning  undying  honors, 
as  the  benefactors  of  Africa.  They  have 
re-possessed  and  begun  to  regenerate  the 
land  of  their  progenitors,  to  repair  her 
broken  and  decayed  fortunes,  and  re-kin- 
dle her  long  extinguished  lights. 

The  establishment  and  growth  of  such  a 
community,  on  that  dark  continent,  such 
a  model  of  a  nation,  is  an  order  of  things 
wholly  new  to  Africa,  and  gives  promise 
of  future  greatness,  on  which  the  world 
may  well  look  with  admiration  ! 

While  Liberia  is  thus  rising  in  strength 
and  importance,  and  receiving  the  favora- 
ble consideration  of  governments  abroad, 
it  is  gratifying  to  find,  that  she  is  gaining 
friends  in  the  land  that  gave  her  biith. 

The  great  importance  of  this  work,  is 
forcing  itself  upon  one  after  another  of  the 
State  Legislatures. 

It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  we 
record  the  fact,  that  New  Jersey  has 
taken  the  lead  among  the  free  states,  in 
making  an  appropriation  of  $  1,000  a  year, 
for  two  years,  to  aid  in  sending  to  Liberia 
such  portion  of  her  free  colored  population 
as  may  desire  to  emigrate.  The  act  pass- 
ed the  legislature  early  in  March  last,  and 
gave  great  satisfaction  throughout  the 
state.  The  language  of  a  distinguished 
individual  alluding  to  it,  expresses  the  feel- 
ings of  many  others.  He  said,  "I  feel 
proud  of  my  native  state  for  this  evidence 
of  her  interest  in  this  noble  enterprise. 
The  endowment  is  not  large,  but  its  moral 
effect  will  be  most  salutary.  It  clearly 
shows  that  our  citizens  are  manifesting  a 
more  benevolent  and  patriotic  desire  to 
benefit  the  Colonization  cause."  The  bill 
passed  by  large  majorities  in  both  branch- 
es of  the  legislature.  The  appropriation  ia 
to  be  applied  specifically  to  the  removal  of 
her  own  free  colored  people,  who  are  prob- 
ably as   highly  favored  in  their  present 
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position  as  any  others  in  any  part  of  our 
country  ;  and  its  bearings  therefore  upon 
the  great  question  of  their  relative  condi- 
tion here  and  in  Liberia  are  very  impor- 
tant. It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the 
sum  appropriated  is  as  large  for  New  Jer- 
sey, in  proportion  to  the  number  of  her  co- 
lored people, as  a  much  larger  sum  would  be 
for  many  of  her  sister  states.  Hitherto  but 
few  of  her  colored  population  have  been 
disposed  to  emigrate.  Since  the  appropri- 
ation was  made,  we  have  sent  emigrants 
enough  to  call  for  the  whole  appropriation 
for  this  year,  which  we  have  already  re- 
ceived from  the  State  Treasury.  Others 
are  preparing  to  emigrate.  Additional  and 
larger  appropriations  will  be  needed  ;  and 
we  have  been  assured  that  the  state  will 
nobly  come  up  to  the  work,  and  do  what- 
ever ought  to  be  done. 

The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  soon 
after  followed  the  example  which  New  Jer- 
sey had  set,  and  appropriated  $2,000  to  be 
applied  to  defraying  the  expenses  of  emi- 
grants from  that  state. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Indiana  in 
fulfilment  of  the  requirements  of  her  new 
constitution,  passed  a  bill  placing  $5,000 
at  the  disposal  of  the  state  authorities  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  territory  in  Li- 
beria, and  colonizing  the  free  colored  peo- 
ple residing  within  her  borders.  She  also 
adopted  some  rather  stringent  measures  to 
prevent  the  further  increase  ol  that  class  of 
her  population  by  immigration  from  her 


neighboring  states.  We  regret  that 
there  are  some  provisions  in  the  act  ma- 
king the  appropriation,  which  will  render 
it  impossible  to  make  the  whole  amount 
thereof  immediately  available.  We  trust 
however, that  some  satisfactory  adjustment 
of  the  policy  will  shortly  be  made.* 

The  legislature  of  Maryland  has  renew- 
ed her  liberality,  and  has  again  taken  high 
rank  in  the  practical  and  effective  applica- 
tion of  legislative  aid,  in  forwarding  the 
enterprize  of  colonization.  She  has  made 
another  appropriation  of  $10,000  a  yea'*j 
for  six  years, to  aid  the  society  of  that  state. 
This  appropriation  is  free  and  unembar- 
rassed by  any  restrictions  or  limitations,and 
is  therefore  applicable  to  cover  the  whole 
actual  expenses  of  colonising  such  persons 
as  desire  to  emigrate  from  that  state. 

The  legislature  of  Louisiana,  adopted  at 
their  last  session  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution  on  the  subject : 

"Whereas,  the  people  of  Louisiana, 
feeling  a  deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  Afri- 
can Colonization,  and  that  the  success  of 
that  great  and  patriotic  enterprise,  deeply 
involves  the  best  interests  of  the  state, 
"  Therefore,  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Slate  of 
Louisiana,  in  General  Jlssembly  convened, 
That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instruct- 
ed, and  our  Representatives  requested,  to 
use  their  best  exertions  to  promote  the 
success  of  that  great  enterprise:  first,  by 
urging;  on  the  General  Government  such 


*  Gov.  Jos.  A.  Wright  in  his  late  message  remarks  : 

"  In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  last  session,  a  correspondence  has  been  opened  with  Presi- 
dent Roberts,  of  Liberia,  on  the  subject  of  acquiring  territory,  for  the  settlement  of  the 
free  blacks,  who  may  desire  to  emigrate  from  Indiana.  Sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed 
to  receive  an  answer,  but  a  favorable  one  is  expected.  No  perfect  organization  of  the 
state  board  has  yet  been  made  under  the  law,  as  it  is  not  yet  in  force. 

"It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  Indiana  is  the  first  state  in  the  Union  that  has  authori- 
sed a  state  organization,  for  the  purposes  of  colonization,  and  in  tnat  capacity  has 
opened  a  correspondence  with  that  republic,  and  thereby  recognised  it  as  one  of  the 
independent  nations  of  the  earth.  While  the  principal  nations  of  Europe  have  recog- 
nized the  independence  of  Liberia,  it  is  matter  of  astonishment,  that  up  to  the  present 
time,  our  Government,  that  should  have  been  the  first  to  welcome  her  into  the  family  of 
nations,  has  remained  silent." 
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a  donation  of  land,  or  an  appropriation  of 
money,  as  will  aid  in  removing  the  free 
people  of  color,  with  their  consent,  from 
the  United  States  to  Liberia,  in  Africa. — 
Secondly,  by  using  their  best  efforts  to 
promote  what  is  usually  called  the  "Ebony 
Line,"  in  transporting  the  said  free  people 
of  color  to  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  and  to 
increase  the  commercial  facilities  between 
the  United  States  and  Western  Africa, 
through  the  medium  of  Liberia. "  This 
resolution  was  adopted  by  very  large  ma- 
jorities in  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. The  people  of  the  State  generally, 
highly  approved  of  the  course  recom- 
mended, and  would  this  day  be  greatly 
rejoiced  if  Congress  would  undertake  the 
work  in  such  form  as  the  resolution  em- 
braces. 

In  Alabama,  a  State  Colonization  So- 
ciety has  been  organized  by  many  of  the 
leading  men,  and  a  very  able  address 
adopted,  to  the  people  of  the  State  on  the 
subject,  setting  forth  the  great  importance 
of  colonization,  and  aiming  to  convince 
them  that  it  is  entitled  to  their  sympathy 
and  patronage.  They  close  their  address 
thus  :  "Do  we  mistake  our  countrymen, 
in  supposing  they  will  give  us,  in  the  only 
feasible  plan  for  the  accomplishment  of  an 
object  which  self-interest,  religion,  and 
philanthropy,  alike  demand  ?  We  are  sat- 
isfied we  do  not,  and  therefore  confidently 
and  earnestly  solicit  their  aid.  Come  for- 
ward, then,  fellow-citizens,  and  join  us  in 
urging  forward  this  cause  of  our  country 
and  of  humanity." 

The  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  having 
their  attention  called  to  the  subject  by  the 
Governor  in  his  message,  an  able  report 
and  several  resolutions  were  adopted  in 
favor  of  it,  which  close  thus  :  "  Finally, 
the  past  history  and  the  present  prospects 
of  the  cause,  afford  most  encouraging  in- 
dications of  its  future  prosperity.     The 


last  year  has  been  one,  in  many  respects, 
of  unprecedented  success  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society  happily  unites  Christian  phi- 
lanthropy and  political  expediency-our  ob- 
ligations to  the  Union  and  to  God  ;  and 
that  its  principles  and  operations  are  most 
benevolent,  not  only  towards  our  colored 
population,  but  towards  both  races  in  this 
country,  and  towards  two  quarters  of  the 
globe." 

This  is  all  good  as  far  as  it  goes  ;  but 
it  needs  just  one  more  resolution  to  make 
it  perfect.  None  can  be  at  a  loss  to  un- 
derstand that  the  tenor  of  that  resolution 
should  be  an  appropriation  ;  and  we  doubt 
not  that  it  will  ere  long  be  adopted.  It 
will  meet  a  hearty  concurrence  in  the 
State  and  in  the  country. 

The  Legislature  of  New  York  at  their 
last  session,  had  the  subject  brought  be- 
fore them  by  a  stirring  appeal  of  the  Go- 
vernor, in  which  he  remarks  :  "  A  cause 
so  beneficent,  identified  with  the  lasting 
welfare  of  two  of  the  great  races  of  man- 
kind, rises  high  above  the  party  contests 
of  the  day,  and  appeals  with  resistless 
force  to  the  justice  and  humanity  of  the 
whole  American  people.  I  hope  to  see  it 
sustained  by  the  liberal  action  of  the  na- 
tional government,  seconded  by  contribu- 
tions from  several  of  the  States.  I  sub- 
mit the  whole  subject  to  your  enlightened 
consideration,  in  the  firm  belief  that  upon 
a  full  examination  of  its  merits,  you  will 
deem  it  in  accordance  with  justice  and 
policy,  and  an  enlightened  public  senti- 
ment, to  manifest  your  approval  of  the 
cause  by  a  liberal  appropriation  for  the 
furtherance  of  its  benevolent  designs." 

We  are  sorry  to  say  that  as  yet  no  final 
action  has  been  taken  by  the  Legislature 
on  the  subject.  We  are,  however,  assured 
that  the  subject  will  not  be  allowed  to 
sleep. 
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The  Legislature  of  Ohio  have  now  be- 
fore them  a  joint  resolution  to  instruct 
their  Senators  in  Congress,  and  to  request 
their  Representatives,  to  use  their  in- 
fluence to  secure  the  passage  of  the  col- 
onization measure,  familiarly  known  as 
Stanly's  Bill;  and  to  obtain  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  independence  of  the  Re- 
public of  Liberia. 

The  Legislature  of  Virginia  is  very  ear- 
nestly urged  by  many  of  its  members,  and 
by  leading  citizens  throughout  the  State, 
to  make  such  a  modification  of  their  ap- 
propriation as  will  render  it  more  exten- 
sively rpplicable  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  originally  made.  Such  an 
alteration  is  very  desirable,  and  from 
what  is  known  of  the  views  and  feelings 
of  the  friends  of  the  cause  in  that  State, 
we  have  reason  to  hope  that  it  will  be 
made. 

In  several  other  States  measures  have 
been  adopted  which  contemplate  appro- 
priations by  their  Legislature.  In  Ten- 
nessee many  memorials  have  been  numer- 
ously signed.  In  Georgia,  many  leading 
and  influential  gentlemen  have  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  State  would  very  soon 
provide  money  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
any  and  all  of  her  free  colored  people  who 
would  consent  to  emigrate  to  Liberia. 

One  of  the  most  important  measures 
which  is  now  before  the  country  for  the 
advancement  of  colonization,  is  the  bill 
introduced  by  the  Hon.  Edward  Stanly, 
of  North  Carolina,  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, which  provides  for  the  pay- 
ment to  the  several  States  of  the  "  fourth 
instalment  of  the  deposites  of  public  mo- 
neys directed  to  be  made  with  said  States, 
by  the  act  approved  June  23,  1836." — 
The  passage  of  this  bill  by  Congress  would 
place  at  the  disposal  of  the  States  for  pur- 
poses of  colonizing  their  free  colored  peo- 
ple, and  providing  for  their  welfare,  $468,- 
£60.75  annually. 


It  is  our  privilege  to  know  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive department  of  our  government 
entertain  the  highest  sense  of  the  value 
of  our  enterprise,  and  desire  to  extend 
to  Liberia  their  countenance.  As  an  evi- 
dence of  this,  we  may  quote  the  language 
of  the  President  in  his  last  annual  mes- 
sage to  Congress,  where  he  says,  "incipi- 
ent measures  have  been  taken  towards  the 
reconnoisance  of  the  Continent  of  Africa, 
eastward  of  Liberia. "  We  have  long  de- 
sired that  this  work  should  be  undertaken. 
It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  our 
home  operations,  and  the  progress  and 
enlargement  of  Liberia.  All  the  interests 
of  commerce  and  civilization  are  intimate- 
ly associated  with  it.  For  centuries  the 
interior  of  Africa  has  been  an  unknown 
region,  shut  out  and  secluded  from  the 
rest  of  the  world.  Commerce  which  has 
gone  everywhere,  with  a  bold  adventurous 
step,  has  faltered  and  fallen  back  here. 
Enterprising  explorers,  who  have  dared 
so  much,  and  penetrated  so  far  every- 
where else,  have  gone  but  a  little  way 
inside  the  shell  of  Africa.  The  inte- 
rior has  never  been  reached  in  any  man- 
ner calculated  to  throw  open  its  treasures, 
or  reveal  its  wonders  to  the  gaze  of  the 
world.  Hence  it  is  that  we  look  with  ad- 
miration upon  this  effort  which  lias  been 
commenced  by  our  Government,  to  ex- 
plore this  unknown  region.  Colonization 
has  planted  a  footstep  on  the  western 
coast,  and  opened  a  gate-way  through 
which  the  vast  recesses  of  the  interior 
may  be  visited  and  revealed.  Already  a 
gentleman  eminently  qualified  to  have  the 
planning  and  direction  of  this  work,  is  on 
his  way  to,  or  actually  in  Liberia.  Com- 
mander Lynch,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
sailed  for  Liberia,  via  England,  the  13th 
of  November  last.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  (who  has  been  long  known  as  a 
zealous  friend   of  Liberia,)   in  his  late  re- 
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port  to  Congress,  says:  "  As  I  could  not, 
however,  without  some  special  appropria- 
tion to  the  object,  organize  a  full  and  ef- 
fective expedition  for  the  prosecution  of 
this  enterprize,  I  have  thought  that,  by 
the  employment  of  such  means  as  have 
been  provided  for  the  ordinary  exigencies 
of  the  service,  I  might  profitably  prepare 
the  way  for  such  an  exploration  as  Con- 
gress might  hereafter  think  fit  to  authorise. 
I  have,  accordingly,  d'rected  a  prelimina- 
ry investigation  to  be  made  by  an  officer 
of  the  Navy,  whom  I  have  attached  to  the 
African  squadron,  with  orders  to  devote 
the  months  of  the  coming  winter  to  an  ex- 
amination of  the  necessary  conditions 
which  this  undertaking  may  require. 

"In  Commander  Lynch,  to  whom  the 
country  is  already  indebted  for  important 
services  in  another  field,  I  have  found  a 
prompt  and  ardent  volunteer  for  this  em- 
ployment. He  is  now  on  his  way  to  the 
African  coast.  He  will  land  at  Liberia, 
Cape  Palmas,  and  other  points,  and  will 
pursue  his  inquiries  as  far  as  the  river 
Gaboon,  with  a  view  to  the  ascertainment 
of  such  localities  on  the  margin  of  the  Af- 
rican continent  as  may  present  the  great- 
est facilities,  whether  by  the  river  courses, 
or  by  inland  routes,  for  penetrating  with 
least  hazard  to  the  interior.  He  will  col- 
lect information  touching  the  geographical 
character  of  the  country;  its  means  of  af- 
ording  the  necessary  supplies  of  men  and 
provisions;  the  temper  of  the  inhabitants, 
whether  hostile  or  friendly;  the  proper 
precautions  to  be  observed  to  secure  the 
health  of  a  party  employed;  and  all  other 
items  of  knowledge  upon  which  it  maybe 
proper  hereafter  to  prepare  and  combine 
the  forces  essential  to  the  success  of  a  com- 
plete and  useful  exploration  of  the  in- 
terior." 

In  the  operations  of  the  various  Auxili- 


I  ary  Societies,  during  the  past  year,  there 
is  much  of  encouragement.  They  all  speak 
of  gaining  new  friends,  and  increasing 
usefulness. 

The  agents  employed  in  collecting 
funds  have  been  active,  zealous,  and  suc- 
cessful. They  have  done  honor  to  them- 
selves, and  greatly  promoted  the  interests 
of  the  cause  to  which  they  have  been  de- 
voted 

Some  special  attention  has  been  given, 
in  certain  places,  to  enlightening  the  minds 
of  the  colored  people  on  the  subject.  We 
highly  commend  the  action  of  a  large  and 
influential  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Ma- 
son county,  Kentucky,  which  was  held 
in  the  city  of  Maysville,  the  12th  of  Au- 
gust. Among  other  resolutions,  they 
adopted  the  following:  "  Resolved,  that 
a  committee  of  good  and  wise  men  be  ap- 
pointed, on  behalf  of  this  meeting,  to  con- 
fer with  all  the  free  persons  of  color  within 
their  reach,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  be- 
fore them  the  facts  and  inducements  invi- 
ting their  migration  to  Liberia,  and  that 
every  member  of  this  meeting,  and  every 
member  of  the  proposed  association,  and 
every  citizen,  is  hereby  invoked  to  use  all 
proper  means,  to  induce  the  free  colored 
persons  of  their  respective  neighborhoods 
to  consider  the  advantages  to  them,  and 
their  posterity,  of  a  settlement  in  Liberia, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Kentucky  Co- 
lonization Society."  If  this  course  were 
adopted  and  faithfully  carried  out  in  every 
neighborhood  it  would  secure  the  most 
beneficial  results.  Surrounded  as  they 
are  in  many  places  by  counsellors  hostile 
to  Liberia,  and  agitated  by  the  rough  and 
stormy  waves  of  adversity,  they  see  not 
the  star  of  hope  that  gleams  out  on  the 
shores  of  Africa.  Clouds  and  darkness 
are  round  about  their  present  habitation, 
which  prevent  them  from  understanding 
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the  destiny  of  honor  and  exaltation,  the 
career  of  broad  and  lasting  usefulness 
which  is  open  before  them.  They  hear 
not  the  voice  that  tells  them  of  the  riches 
that  are  theirs,  if  they  will  but  arouse 
themselves,  and  be  men.  Here,  then,  is  a 
work,  too  long  and  too  much  neglected,  in 
which  all  the  friends  of  the  race  may  bear 
a  hand.  We  know  that  colonization  is 
full  of  blessings  for  them.  We  must 
therefore  take  hold  of  the  enterprise  in  the 
true  spirit  of  benevolence.  We  must 
show  them   that  we  are  individually  their 


friends,  and  that  as  a  society,  we  seek  their 
highest  good.  If  we  would  get  within 
the  entrenchment  of  their  prejudices,  we 
must  prove  ourselves  to  be  laboring  for 
their  benefit,  in  every  way,  in  which  an 
intelligent  and  substantial  philanthropy 
can  manifest  itself.  And  we  may  rest 
assured,  that  in  every  instance  where  we 
do  this,  some  good  effects  will  follow. 
The  seed  thus  sown  may  lie  long  in  the 
soil,  but  it  will  ultimately  spring  up  and 
yield  a  plentiful  harvest. 


Proceedings  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Am.  Col.  Society. 


The  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety met  according  to  adjournment, 
Tuesday  evening,  at  7  o'clock,  the 
18th  January,  1853,  in  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mer- 
cer, one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  pre- 
sided. 

The  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley  opened 
the  meeting  with  prayer. 

An  abstract  of  the  annual  report 
was  read  by  Dr.  Lugenbeel  Record- 
ing Secretary. 

Addresses  were  delivered  by  the 
Hon.  Edward  Everett,  the  Rev. 
Charles  H.  Read,  and  the  Hon. 
Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  after  which 
the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  in  the 
Colonization  Rooms,  to-morrow,  at 
10  o'clock,  a  m. 

Colonization  Rooms, 
19th  January,  1853- 

The  Society  met  according  to  ad- 
journment.    Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esq., 


one  of  the    Vice   Presidents,   presi- 
ded. 

John  H.  B.  Lathrobe,  Esq.,  was 
unanimously  elected  President  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society. 

Messrs.  Pinney  and  Ward,  and 
Dr.  Goble  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  nominate  Vice  Presidents. 
After  consultation,  they  reported  the 
following  gentlemen,  who  were  duly 
elected,  viz: 

Vice  Presidents. 

(First  elected  in  1819.) 

1.  Gen.  John  H.  Cocke,  of  Virginia. 

(First  elected  in  1823.) 

2.  Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  of  Va. 

3.  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.  of  Conn. 

(First  elected  in  1830.) 

4.  Hon.  Theo.  Frelinghuysen,  of  N.    J. 

(First  elected  in  1832.) 

5.  Hon.  Louis  McLean,  of  Maryland. 

(First  elected  in  1833.) 

6.  Moses  Allen,  Esq.,  of  New  York. 

7.  Gen.  Walter  Jones,  of  Dis.  of  Col. 

8.  Joseph  Gales,  Esq.,  do 

(First  elected  in  1834.) 

9.  Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  Meade,  D.  D.  of  Va. 
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Vice  Presidents  elected. 


(First  elected  in  1835.) 

10.  Rev.  James  0.  Andrews,  D.D., Bishop 

of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 

11.  William  Maxwell,  Esq.  of  Virginia. 

(First  elected  in  1836.) 

12.  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio. 

13.  Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  of  New  Yorlc 

14.  Hon.  Jacob  Burnet,  of  Ohio. 

15.  Stephen  Duncan,  M.  D.,  of  Miss. 

(First  elected  in  1838.) 

16.  Hon.  William  C.  Rives,  of  Virginia. 

17.  Rev.  J.  Laurie,  D.  D.  of  Dis.  of  Col. 

18.  Rev.  William  Winans,  D.  D.  of  Miss. 

19.  James  Boorman,  Esq.  of  N.  Y. 

20.  Henry  A.  Foster,  Esq.  of  do. 

21.  Robert  Campbell,  Esq.  of  Georgia. 

22.  Hon.  Peter  D.  Vroom,  of  N.  J. 

23.  Hon.  James  Garland,  of  Virginia, 

(First  elected  in  1840.) 

24.  Hon.  Willard  Hal\,  of  Delaware. 

25.  Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Otey,  of  Tenn. 

26.  Gerard  Rallston,  Esq.,  of  England. 

27.  Rev.  C.  Van  Rensselaer,  D.  D.  of  N.  J. 

(First  elected  in  1841.) 

28.  Thomas  Hodgkin,  M.  D.,  of  England. 

29.  Rev.  E.  Burgess,  D.  D.,  of  Mass. 

30.  Thomas  R.  Hazzard,  Esq.,  of  R.  I. 

31.  Thomaa  Massie,  M.  D.,  of  Va. 

(First  elected  in  1842.) 

32.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  U.  S.  A. 

(First  elected  in  1843.) 

33.  Hon.  L.  a.  C.  Elmer,  of  New  Jersey. 

34.  James  Raily,  Esq.  of  Miss. 

•35.  Rev.  G.  W.  Bethune,  D.  D.  of  N.  Y. 

(First  elected  in  1844.) 

36.  Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.,  of  Penn. 

37.  Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esq.,  of  N.  Y. 

38.  Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  D.  D.,  of  Mass. 

39.  Rev.  Beverly  Waugh,  D.  EL,  Bishop 

of  the  Meth.  Epis.  Church. 
(First  elected  in  1845. ) 

40.  Rev.  W.  B.  Johnson,  D.  D.  of  S.  C. 

41.  Moses  Sheppard,  Esq.,  of  Md. 

42.  Rt.  Rev.  C.  P.  Mcllvain,  D.  D.,  of  O. 

43.  Rev.  J.  T.  Edgar,  D.  D.,  of  Tenn. 

44.  Rev.  P.  Lindsley,  D.  D.         do. 

45.  Hon.  J.  R.  Underwood,  of  Ky. 


(First  elected  in  1847.) 

46.  Rev.  J.  J.  Janeway,  D.  D.,  of  N.  J. 

47.  Hon.  H.  L.  Lumpkin,  of  Geo. 

48.  James  Lenox,  Esq.,  of  N.  Y. 

(First  elected  in  1848.) 

49.  Rev.  Joshua  Soule,  D.  D.  Bishop  of 

the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 

50.  Rev.  T.  C.  Upham,  D.  D.,  of  Maine. 

51.  Hon.  Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio. 

52.  Hon.  Thos.  W.  Williams,  of  Conn. 

53.  Hon.  Simon  Greenleaf,  of  Mass. 

(First  elected  in  1849.) 

54.  Rev.  John  Early,  D.  D.  of  Virginia. 

55.  Rev.  Lovick  Pierce,  D.  D.  of  Ga. 

56.  Hon.  R.  J.  Walker,  of  Miss. 

(First  elected  in  1850.) 

57.  Samuel  Gurney,  Esq.  of  England. 

58.  Charles  McMicken,  Esq.,  of  Ohio. 

59.  John  Bell,  M.  D.  of  Penn. 

(First  elected  in  1851.) 

60.  Hon.  Charles.  M.  Conrad,  of  La. 

61.  Rev.  Robert  Ryland,  of  Va. 

62.  Hon.  Fred.  P.  Stanton,  of  Tenn. 

(First  elected  in  1852. ) 

63.  Rev.  Nathan  Bangs,  D.  D.,  of  N.  Y. 

64.  John  Beveridge,  Esq.  do. 

65.  Hon.  James.  M.  Wayne,  of  Georgia. 

66.  Hon.  Robert  F.  Stockton,  of  N.  J. 

67.  Hon.  Henry  W.  Collier,  of  Ala. 

(First  elected  in  1853.) 

68.  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  of  Mass. 

69.  Hon.  Washington  Hunt,  of  N.  Y. 

70.  Hon.  Horatio  S.  Seymour,     do. 

71.  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Wright,  of  Ind. 

72.  Hon.  Joseph  C.  Hornblower,  of  N.  J. 

73.  Hon.  George  F.  Fort,  of  New  Jersey. 

74.  Gen.  John  S.  Dorsey,  do. 

75.  Hon.  Ralph  J.  Ingersoll,  of  Conn. 

76.  Benjamin  Silliman,  LL.  D.      do. 

77.  Hon.  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  of  Penn. 

78.  Hon.  Edward  Coles,  do. 

79.  Rev.  Howard  Malcom,  D.  D.  do. 
80:  Rev.  J.  P.  Durbin,  D.  D.         do. 

81.  Edward  McGehee,  Esq.,  of  Miss. 

82.  Thomas  Henderson,  Esq.,      do. 

83.  Daniel  Turnbull,  Esq.,  of  La. 

84.  Hon.  Thos.  H.  Seymour,  of  Conn. 

85.  Hon.  Samuel  F.  Vinton,  of  Ohio. 
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James  Hall,  M.  D.,  and  William 
Crane,  Esq.,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mute to  inform  Mr.  Latrobe  of  his 
election. 

The  annual  report  was  taken  up 
and  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer 
offered  several  resolutions,  which, 
after  some  consideration  were  refer- 
red to  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
their  action. 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes 

Colonization  Rooms, 
z      Washington,  Jan.  18,  1853. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Am- 
erican Colonization  Society  met, 
according  to  adjournment,  this  day, 
at  12  o'clock,  M.  Anson  G.  Phelps, 
Esq.,  of  New  York,  was  called  to 
the  Chair,  and  Gabriel  P.  Disosway, 
Esq.,  was  appointed  Secretary. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting 
were  read. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean, 
a  Committee  was  appointed  to  re- 
port upon  the  roll  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  the  present  year.  The 
Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  Mr.  Sehieffelin, 
and  Mr.  Gregory,  were  appointed. 

Messrs.  A.  G.  Phelps,  Jr.,  and  L. 
B.  Ward,  were  appointed  a  Commit- 
tee to  audit  the  Treasurer's  account. 

The  Committee  on  preparing  the 
roll,  reported  the  following  list  of 
names,  viz : 

Vermont  Colonization  Society. — 
Rev.  John  Wheeler,  D.  D. 

Massachusetts  Col.  Society. — 
Hon.    Edward  Everett,  Hon.  Wil- 


On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
Society  be  tendered  to  the  Hon. 
Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  for  the  able 
and  courteous  manner  with  which 
he  presided  over  the  meeting  of  the 
Society,  held  last  evening. 

After  which  the  Society  adjourned 
to  meet  the  3d  Tuesday  of  January, 
1854,  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 


of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Ham  Appleton,  Hon.  J.  H.  Dun- 
can, Hon.  Albert  Fearing,  Dr.  Wil- 
liam R.  Lawrence,  James  C.  Dunn, 
Esq.,  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy. 

Connecticut  Colonization  Society. 
—  Hon.  Charles  Chapman,  Hon. 
Charles  J.  McCurdy,  Hon.  0.  S. 
Seymour,  Hon.  Ebenezer  Flower, 
Jas  Brewster,  Esq.,  Jas.  Donaghe, 
Esq.,  Hezekiah  Huntington,  Esq., 
Rev.  N.  S.  Wheaton,  D.  D.,  Rev. 
John  Orcutt. 

New  York  State  Col.  Society. — 
Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esq.,  Anson  G. 
Phelps,  Jr.,  Esq.;  L.  B.  Ward, 
Esq.,  H.  M.  Sehieffelin,  Esq.,  G.  P. 
Disosway,  Esq.,  Hon.  D.  S.  Greg- 
ory, Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D. 

New  Jersey  Colonization  Society. 
—Hon.  Jacob  W.  Miller,  Rev.  John 
Maclean,  D.  D.,  Rev.  A.  D.  Eddy, 
D.  D.,  J.  G.  Goble,  M.  D.,  Rev.  M. 
B.  Hope,  D.  D. 

Pennsylvania  Col.  Society. — Wil- 
liam V.  Petlit,  Esq.,  Joseph  Harri- 
son, Esq.,  Archibald  Robertson, 
Esq  ,  Rev.  John  Morris  Pease,  Wil- 
liam Parker  Foulke,  Esq. 
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Virginia  Colonization  Society.— 
Rev.  Philip  Slaughter,  Rev.  Charles 
H.  Rend,  Rev.  Dr.  Sparrow,  Hon.  J. 
F.  Stroiher,  Hon. Charles  J.  Faulk- 
ner, Hon.  John  S.  Caskie,  Rev. 
S.  Caskie,  Rev.  Dr.  Lee,  Judge  Mon- 
cure,  S.  S.  Baxter,  Eeq.,  J.  C. 
Crane,  Esq.,  John  Howard,  Esq., 
John  M.  Patton,  Jr.,  Esq  ,  R.  B. 
Boiling,  Esq.,  Tazewell  Taylor,  Esq., 
D'  Arcy  Paul,  Esq.,  Edgar  Snowden, 
Esq.,  J.  M.  Speed,  Esq.,  R.  G. 
Scott,  Esq.,  Rtv.  J.  N.  Danfurth. 

Ohio  Col.  Society. —  Committee  of 
Correspondence. — Hon.  Samuel  F. 
Vinton,  William  B.  Thrall,  Esq.,  J. 
J.  Coombs,  Esq. 

Kentucky  Colonization  Society. — 
Hon.  J.  R.  Underwood. 

Knoxville,  Tern.,  Col.  Society. — 
Hon.  John  Bell,  Hon.  James  C. 
Jones,    Hon.  F.  P.  Stanton. 

The  Rev.  B.  Pinney,  Rev.  W. 
McLain  and  James  Hall,  JM.  D., 
Life  Directors,  were  present. 

The  Rev.  James  Mitchell,  present 
from  Indiana,  was,  on  mm  ion,  re- 
quested to  take  a  seat,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  deliberations  of  this 
Board.  The  same  invitation  was 
•voted  to  ihe  Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell, 
Agent  of  the  Vermont  Colonization 
Society. 

Letters  from   Thomas  R.  Hazard, 

and   Solomon    Slurges,  Esqs.,   Life 

Directors,  were  read  by  the  Secretary. 

A  communication   was  presented 

by  Mr.  Disosway,  from  the  Rev.  Mr 

Mitchell,  of  Indiana,  which,  on  hio- 
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lion,  was  referred  to  a  Committee, 
consisting  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean, 
Rev.  Mr.  Slaughter,  and  Hon.  Mr. 
Vinton. 

Adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  at 
9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

January  19  in. 

The  Board  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  session 
Were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brewster,  Col. 
Charles  Stearns,  of  Massachusetts, 
was  invited  to  take  part  in  the  de- 
liberations of  this  Board. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  Rev.  Dr. 
Eddy,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Pease  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  nominate 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Eddy  presented  the 
following  tesolutions,  which  were 
adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
Board  be  expressed  to  the  Governors 
of  Mich  of  the  Slates  as  have  com- 
mended the  cause  of  African  col- 
onization in  their  annual  messages  ; 
and  that  we  gratefully  acknowledge 
our  obligations  to  such  Legi>laturea 
as  have  made  appropriations  to  the 
cause  of  colonization,  as  not  only 
greatly  aiding  its  benevolent  ends, 
but  as  directly  commending  this 
benevolent  cause  to  the  public  con- 
fidence and  support. 

Resolved,  That  we  contemplate 
with  lively  interest  the  introduction 
of  the  resolution  now  bt/ore  ihe 
Senate  of  ihe  United  States,  for  the 
recognition  of  ihe  Republic  of  Li- 
beria as  an  independent  nation. 
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Adjourned  to  meet,  at  8  o'clock 
this  evening. 

Evening  Session,  Jan.  \9ih. 

The  Board  met  according  to  ad- 
journment, at  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Committee  appointed  to 
nominate  officers  for  the  present 
year  reported,  and  the  following  gen- 
tlemen were  duly  elected,  viz  : 

Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Rev.  W. 
McLain. 

Recording  Secretary,  J.  W.  Lu- 
genbeel,  M.  D. 

Executive  Committee,  Harvey 
Lindsly,  M.  D.,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Joseph  H.  Bradley,  A.  0.  Dayton, 
J.  S.  Bacon,  D.  D.,  William  Gunton, 
W.  W.  Seaton. 

Adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-rnor- 
row  morning. 

January  20/A. 

The  Board  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were 
read  and  approved. 

The  res  lutions  presented  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Society  by  the  Hon. 
C.  F.  Mercer,  and  referred  to  this 
Board,  were  taken  up,  amended,  and 
adopted,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  respectfully  re- 
quested to  renew  the  negotiations 
recommended  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  the  day  of 
18  ,  with  the  maritime  powers  of 
Europe  and  America,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rendering  the  slave  trade  pi- 
ratical by  their  concurrence  with  the 
United  States,  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  States  of  the  late 
Republic  of  Columbia. 


Resolved,  That  the  Board  have 
learned  with  pleasure  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  have  taken  steps 
to  obtain  a  renewal  of  the  former 
appropriations  for  the  suppression 
of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  of  the 
agency  of  the  United  States  for  the 
reception  of  the  African  captives, 
under  the  act  of  Congress  of  1819. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean  presented 

the    following    resolutions,     which 

were  adopted,  viz  ; 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  deliberate 
opinion  of  this  Board  that  the  with- 
drawal of  the  United  States  squad- 
ron from  the  western  coast  of  Af- 
rica, would  be  the  certain  precurser 
of  the  revival  of  the  slave  trade, 
which  for  some  years  past  has  been 
kept  in  check  by  the  activity  of  the 
vessels  of  war  on  that  coast. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  firmly 
believe  that  the  renewal  of  this  in>- 
famous  traffic  would  be  highly  de- 
trimental to  the  operations  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  to 
the  interests  of  Liberia,  and  also  to 
the  growing  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  so  important  to  the  civ- 
ilization of  Africa. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive 
Committee  be  requested  to  con- 
vey, in  the  most  respectful  manner, 
to  the  Administration,  the  above  ex- 
pression of  or.r  opinion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Gregory  presented 
the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions, which  were  adopted,  viz: 

Whereas,  the  growing  importance 
and  responsibilities  ofthe  American 
Colonization  Society  demand  ihe 
earnest  and  personal  attention  of 
the  delegates  at  the  annual  meeting; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Societies 
in  the  selection  of  Delegates  be  re- 
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quested  to  appoint  such  persons  as 

may  give   their  diligent    attendance 

upon  their  duties  as  such  during  the 

three  or  four  days  of  the  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  send 
a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion annually,  to  the  State  Societies. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Wheeler   presented 

the  following  resolution,  which  was 

adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be 
appointed  to  report  on  alterations 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  with  special 
reference  to  securing  a  more  per- 
manent and  effective  Board  of  Di- 
rectors for  the  Society. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Wheeler,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Vinton,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  S. 
Bacon,  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  au- 
dit the  Treasurer's  account,  reported 
that  they  have  discharged  the  duty, 
and  found  it  to  be  correct  according 
to  the  exhibit.  (For  which  see 
page  32) 

The  Committee  on  the  communi- 
cation of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell, 
from  Indiana,  presented  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  accepted  and 
adopted,  viz  : 

The  Committee  to  consider  the 
communication  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Mitchell,  of  Indiana,  would  respect- 
fully recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive 
Committee  be  instructed  to  appoint 
for  one  year,  a  general  agent  for  the 
States  of  Michigan,  Iowa,  and  Wis- 


consin, and  also  for  the  States  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  if  the  Coloni- 
zation Societies  of  the  two  last 
named  Slates  shall  concur  with  re- 
|  spect  to  said  two  States  :  the  com- 
pensation for  salary  and  travelling 
expenses  not  to  exceed  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Adjourned  to  5j  o'clock  this  even- 
ing. 

Evening  Session,  Jan.  20tk. 
The  Board  met  according  to  ad- 
journment, at  5£  o'clock,  P.  M. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive 
Committee  are  hereby  requested  to 
invite  the  services  of  the  Rev.  R. 
R.  Gurley,  as  travelling  general 
agent  of  this  Society. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foulke,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
Board  are  due,  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  the  Executive  Committee, 
the  Secretary,  and  the  other  officers 
of  the  Society,  for  the  fidelity  and 
ability  with  which  they  have  dis- 
charged their  respective  duties  du- 
ring the  past  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pettit,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  special  thanks 
of  this  Board  be  presented  to  the 
Hon.  Edward  Everett,  Secretary  of 
State,  for  the  able  and  most  elo- 
quent speech  he  delivered  before 
the  American  Colonization  Society, 
at  their  late  annual  meeting  and 
that  the  Secretary  be  requested  to 
transmit  to  him  a  copy  of  this  res- 
olution, and  to  request  of  him  a  copy 
of  the  said  speech  for  publication. 

On  motion  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  warmest  thanks 
of  this  Board  be  presenied  to  Anson 
G.  Phelps,  Esq.,  for  the  ability  and 
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urban  ty  with  which  lie  1ms  presided 
over  iheir  deliberations  during  the 
preseni  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the 
Board  be  presented  to  G.  F.  Diso- 
sway,  Esq.,  for  his  faithful  and  labo- 
rious attention  in  his  capacity  of 
Secret;  ■  i  f  the  Bifard  at  the  pres- 
ent me  tin  ;,  and  far  keeping  so  co- 
pious and  correct  a  minute  of  the 
various  proceedings. 


The  minutes  were  then  read,  cor- 
rected, and  approve  I. 

On  moiion,  the  Board  adjourned 
to  the  third  Tuesday  in  January, 
1854;  at  12  o'clock,  M. 

The     meeting    was    closed     with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wheeler. 
ANSON  G.  PHELPS, 

Chairman* 
Gabriel  P.  Disosway, 

Secretary. 


Address  of  Uie  Hon.  Edward  Everett, 
At  the  Anniversary  of  the  American  Col.  Society,  18th  January,  1853. 


Mr.  President  and  Gent,  of  the  Cut.  Soc'y  : — 
It  wasmy  intention  when  I  was 
requested  some  weeks  ago,  to 
take  a  part  in  the  proceedings  ol 
this  evening,  to  give  to  the  subject 
of  the  Colonization  Society  and  its 
operations  on  the  coast  ol  Africa, 
the  most  thorough  examination  in 
my  power,  in  all  its  bearings,  con- 
siderni.;  that,  whether  we  look  to  the 
condition  ol  this  country  or  the  in- 
terests of  Africa,  no  more  important 
object  could  engage  our  attention. 
But  during  almost  the  whole  of  the 
interval  that  has  since  elapsed,  my 
time  and  my  thoughts  have  been  so 
entirely  taken  up  and  pre-occupied, 
that  it  U5:  been  altogether  out  of 
my  power  to  give  more  than  the 
hastiest  preparation  to  the  part  which 
I  am  to  take  in  this  evening's  pro- 
ceedings. I  am  therefore  obliged 
to  throw  myself  upon  the  indulgence 
of  this  audience,  with  such  a  hasty 
view  of  the  subject  as  1  have  been 
alone  able  to  take. 

The  Colonization  Society  seems 
to  me  to  have  heen  the  subject  of 
much  unmeiited  odium,  of  much 
equal!)  u merited,  indifference  on 
the  part  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
community,  and  to  have  received 
that  attention  which  it  so  well 
deserves,  from  but  very  few.  We 
regard  it  now  only  in  its  infancy. 
All    that   we    see    in     this  country 


is  the  quiet  operation  of  a  private 
association,  pursuing  the  even 
tenor  of  its  way  without  osten- 
tation, without  eclat  ;  and  on  the 
coast  of  A  iVici  th<  re  is  nothing  to 
attract  our  attention  but  a  small  set- 
tlement, the  germ  of  a  Republic, 
which,  however  prosperous,  is  but 
still  in  its  infa  ucy. 

But  before  we  deride  even  these 
small  beginnings — before  we  make 
up  our  minds  that  the  most  import- 
ant futuri  ies  are  not  wrapped  up  in 
them,  even  as  the  spieading  oak  is 
wrapped  up  in  the  small  acorn 
ivhich  we  can  hold  in  our  fingers, 
we  should  do  well  to  recollect  the 
first  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  of 
the  settlement  at  Jamestown,  in 
your  State,  Mr.  President,  the  par- 
eat  of  Virginia.  We  should  do 
well  to  remember  the  history  of  that 
dreadful  winter  at  Plymouth,  when 
more  than  half  of  the  Mat  (lower's 
little  company  were  laid  beneath  the 
sod,  and  thai  sod  smoothed  over  for 
fear  the  native  savage  would  come 
and  count  ilie  number  of  the  graves. 
I  think  if  you  look  to  what  has  been 
done  in  Liberia  in  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century,  you  will  find  that  it 
compares  favorably  with  the  most 
and  the  best  thai  w..s  done  in  Vir- 
ginia or  in  Plymouth,  during  the 
same  period.  These  seem  to  me 
to   be    reasons  why  we   should  not 
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look  wilh  too  much  distrust  at  the 
small  beginnings  that  have  been 
made. 

Gentlemen,  the  foundation  of  this 
Society  was  laid  in  a  great  political 
and  moral  necessity.  The  measures 
which  were  taken  for  the  suppres- 
sions of  the  slave  trade  naturally  led 
t.>  the  capture  of  slave-ships,  and 
the  question  immediately  arose 
what  should  be  done  with  the  vic- 
tims that  were  rescued  from  them. 
It  was  necessary  that  limy  should  he 
returned  to  Africa.  They  could  not, 
each  and  all,  be  sent  to  their  native 
villages.  They  had  been  collected 
from  the  whole  interior  of  that  coun- 
try, many  ol  them  2,000  miles  in 
the  interior,  and  it  was  out  of  the 
question  that  they  should,  immedi- 
ately be  sent  to  their  homes.  If  they 
had  been  placed  upon  the  coast, 
in  a  body,  at  any  of  the  usual 
points  of  resort,  the  result  would 
have  been  to  throw  them  at  once 
back  again  into  the  grasp  of  the  na- 
tive chiefs  who  are  the  principal 
agents  of  the  slave  trade.  1 
therefore,  absolutely  necessary,  ii 
the  course  of  me  isures  undertaken 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade 
was  to  be  pursued,  that  some  Col- 
cny  should  be  founded,  under  the 
name  and  influence  and  patronage 
ofa  powerful  European  or  Ann  rican 
State,  where  these  poor  victims 
should  be  placed  at  once, 
protected,  supplied  with  nee 
provisions  of  all  kinds,  civilized  if 
possible,  and  by  degrees  enabled  to 
find  their  way  back  to  their  native 
villages,  which  some  of  them  no 
doubt,  both  from  the  English  and 
American  Colony  have  from  time 
to  time  done  ;  as  we  know  in  fact 
that  they  have. 

This  as  I  understand  it,  was  one 
of  the  first  ideas  that  gave  origin  to 
this  Society,  and  as  I  said  before,  it 
was  a  political  and  moral  necessity. 


Then  came  the  kindred  object, 
which  was  more  important  because 
applicable  to  a  much  larger  number 
of  persons,  of  providing  a  suitable 
home  for  that  portion  of  the  free 
colored  population  of  this  country 
thai  were  desirous  of  emigrating -to 
the  land  of  their  fathers.  This  at 
first,  as  I  understand,  for  it  was 
before  my  day,  was  an  object  that 
approved  itself  almost  universally 
throughout  the  country,  to  the  South 
as  well  as  to  the  North,  to  the  white 
as  well  as  to  the  colored  population. 
Every  body  seemed  to  think  at  first 
that  this  was  a  practicable,  desirable, 
and  most  praiseworthy  object.  By 
,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  jealousies 
crept  in,  prejudices  for  so  I  must 
account  them,  arose;  and  in  pro- 
cess of  time,  it  has  come  to  pass 
that  this  Society  has  become,  I  must 
say,  intensely  unpopular  with  a 
large  class  of  the  colored  popula- 
tion whose  interests  and  welfare 
were  some  of  the  prime  objects  of 
its  foundation. 

I  will  not  undertake  on  this  occa- 
sion to  discuss  the  foundation  of 
these  prejudices.  I  will  not  dwell  up- 
on those,  as  they  are  called,  oppres- 
sive laws,  and  that  still  more  oppres- 
sive public  sentiment  in  all  parts  of 
the  country,  which  render  the  con- 
dition of  i be  colored  population  in 
every  part  of  the  Union,  one  of  dis- 
ability, discouragement,  and  hard- 
ship. In  order  to  meet  ihe  objection 
to  the  operation  of  the  Society 
which  arises  from  the  statement  that 
it  tends  to  co-operate  with,  and  to 
strengthen  these  oppressive  laws  and 
this  oppressive  public  sentiment,  I 
will  for  argument  sake,  take  it  for 
granted  that  this  legislation  and  this 
sentiment  are  correctly  thus  charac- 
terized ;  that  they  are  as  oppressive, 
cruel,  and  tyrannical  as  they  are 
declared  to  be. 

Taking  this  for  granted,  I  ask  in 
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the  name  of  common  sense,  in  the 
name  of  humanity,  does  this  slate  of 
things  furnish  any  reason  why  the 
free  colored  population  of  the  coun- 
try, should  be  discouraged  from 
leaving  a  state  of  things  like  this, 
and  going  to  the  land  of  their  fath- 
ers, a  continent  of  their  own  where 
no  such  legislation,  where  no  such 
unfriendly  public  sentiment  would 
exist ;  agreat  and  fertile  land,  a  land 
that  is  inviting  them  to  come  and 
take  possession  of  it,  and  in  various 
parts  of  which  there  is  everything 
that  can  attract,  and  reward  the 
industry  ot  man  ?  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  objection  which  is  urged  to 
the  Society,  that  it  co-operates  with 
that  oppressive  state  of  things  here, 
furnishes  the  very  strongest  reason 
in  favor  of  the  emigration.  Let  us 
take  a  parallel  case.  Suppose  any 
one  had  gone  among  that  little 
company  of  persecuted  christians  in 
England,  in  the  year  1608,  who  after- 
wards became  the  pilgrim  church  of 
Mr.  Robinson  atLeyden  ;  or  suppose 
any  one  had  gone  in  1630  to  the 
more  important  company  of  Gov. 
Winthrop,  the  great  founder  of 
Massachusetts  ;  had  tried  to  excite 
their  feelings  against  the  projected 
emigration,  had  told  them  that  Eng- 
land belonged  to  them  as  much  as 
it  did  to  their  oppressors,  had  led 
them  to  stand  upon  their  rights,  and 
if  necessary  bleed  and  die  for  them  ; 
had  depicted  the  hardships  and  suf- 
ferings of  the  passage,  had  painted 
in  the  darkest  colors,  the  terrors  of 
the  wilderness  into  which  they  were 
about  to  venture  ;  would  that  have 
been  true  friendship,  would  it  have 
been  kindness,  would  it  have  been 
humanity?  Or  to  come  nearer 
home,  suppose  at  the  present  day  one 
should  go  into  Ireland,  or  France, 
or  Switzerland,  or  Germany,  or  Nor- 
way, or  any  of  the  countries  from 
which  hundreds  of  thousands  ofi 
men,  in  a  depressed,  destitute  and  \ 


unhappy  condition,  are  emigrating 
to  the  United  States,  to  find  a  ref- 
uge, a  home,  a  social  position,  and 
employment — suppose  some  one 
should  go  to  them  and  try  to  stimu- 
late a  morbid  patriotism,  a  bitter 
nationality,  telling  them  the  country 
where  they  were  born,  belonged  as 
much  to  them  as  to  the  more  favor- 
ed classes,  inducing  them  to  stay 
where  they  were  born,  telling  them 
that  it  was  doubtful  whether  they 
would  get  employment  in  the  new 
country,  talking  of  the  expenses, 
the  diseases,  the  hardships  of  the 
poor  emigrant,  and  in  this  way  en- 
deavor to  deter  them  from  this  great 
adventure,  which  is  to  end  in  pro- 
curing a  home  and  a  position  in 
the  world,  and  an  education  for 
themselves  and  their  children,  would 
this  be  friendship,  would  this  be 
kindness,  would  this  be  humanity? 
But  these  are  the  appeals  which  are 
made  to  the  free  colored  population 
of  this  country,  and  it  is  by  appeals 
like  this  that  the  Society  and  the 
colony  have  become,  as  I  am  sorry 
to  say  I  believe  is  the  case,  highly 
unpopular  among  them. 

But  I  must  hasten  on  from  this 
object  of  providing  a  home  for  the 
free  colored  population  who  wish  to 
emigrate,  to  another  which  was  a 
very  considerable  and  leading  ob- 
ject with  the  founders  of  this  So- 
ciety, and  that  is  the  suppression  of 
the  foreign  slave  trade.  It  is  griev- 
ous to  reflect,  it  is  one  of  the  dark- 
est things  that  we  read  of  in  history, 
that  contemporaneously  with  the 
discovery  of  this  continent,  and 
mainly  from  mistaken  humanity  to- 
wards its  natives,  the  whole  western 
coast  of  Africa  was  thrown  open  to 
that  desolating  traffic,  which  from 
time  immemorial,  had  been  carried 
on  from  the  ports  of  the  Medit- 
erranean, the  Nile,  and  the  Red  Sea, 
and  the  shores  of  Eastern  Africa. — 
It  is  still  more  painful  to  reflect  thai 
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it  was  precisely  at  the  period  when 
the  best  culture  of  modern  Europe 
was  moving  rapidly  towards  its  per- 
fection, that  the  intercourse  of  Af- 
rica with  Europe,  instead  of  proving 
a  blessing  proved  a  curse.  Have  you 
well  considered,  Mr.  President,  that 
it  was  in  the  days  of  Shakspeare, 
and  Spenser,  and  Hooker,  and  Ba- 
con, and  other  bright  suns  in  the 
firmament  of  the  glory  of  England, 
that  her  navigators  first  began  to 
go  forth,  and  as  if  in  derision, 
in  vessels,  bearing  the  venerable 
names  of  "  the  Solomon"  and  "the 
Jesus,"  to  the  coast  of  Africa  to 
tear  away  its  wretched  natives 
into  a  state  of  bondage.  It  was  at 
the  very  time  when  in  England  and 
France,  the  last  vestiges  of  the  feu- 
dal system  were  breaking  down, 
when  private  war  was  put  an  end  to, 
and  men  began  to  venture  out  from 
the  walled  towns  and  dwell  in  safe- 
ly in  the  open  country,  and  to  tra- 
verse the  high  roads  without  fear, 
it  was  then  that  these  most  polished 
nations  began  to  enter  into  com- 
petition with  each  other,  which 
should  monopolize  that  cruel  traffic, 
the  African  slave  trade,  the  princi- 
pal agency  of  which  was  to  stir  up 
a  system  of  universal  hostility;  not 
merely  between  nation  and  nation, 
but  between  tribe  and  tribe,  clan  and 
clan,  family  and  family,  and  often 
between  members  of  the  same  house- 
hold ;  for,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  it  is  no 
unprecedented  thing  for  these  poor 
creatures  to  sell  their  wives  and 
children  to  the  slave  trader. 

In  this  way  the  whole  western 
coast  of  Africa  became  like  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  coast  before, 
one  general  mart  for  the  slave  trade. 
This  lasted  for  three  hundred  years. 
At  length  the  public  sentiment  of 
the  world,  in  Europe  and  America, 
was  awakened.  Several  of  the  col- 
onial   assemblies    in    this    country 


passed  acts  inhibiting  the  slave  trade, 
but  they  were  uniformly  negatived 
by  the  Crown.  The  Continental 
Congress  in  1776,  denounced  the 
traffic.  The  federal  convention  in 
1789  fixed  a  prospective  period  for 
its  abolition  in  this  country.  The 
example  was  followed  by  the  States 
of  Europe.  At  the  present  day 
every  christian  and  several  of  the 
Mahomedan  powers  have  forbidden 
it;  yet  it  is  extensively  carried  on, 
and  some  authorities  say  that  the 
number  of  slaves  taken  from  Africa 
has  not  materially  diminished  ;  but 
I  hope  this  is  not  true.  This  state 
of  facts  has  led  several  persons 
most  desirous  of  putting  an  end  to 
the  traffic,  to  devise  some  new  sys- 
tem, some  new  agency;  and  all 
agree — there  is  not  a  dissenting 
voice  on  that  point — that  the  most 
effectual,  and  in  fact  the  only  sub- 
stitute is  the  establishment  of  colo- 
nies. Wherever  a  colony  is  estab- 
lished on  the  coast  of  Africa  under 
the  direction  of  a  christian  power 
in  Europe  or  America,  there  the 
slave  trade  disappears;  not  merely 
from  the  coast  of  the  colony,  but 
from  the  whole  interior  of  the  coun- 
try which  found  an  outlet  at  any 
point  on  that  coast.  In  this  way, 
from  the  most  northern  extremity  of 
the  French  and  English  colonies 
down  to  the  most  southern  limit  of 
the  American  settlements,  the  slave 
trade  has  entirely  disappeared.  The 
last  slave  mart  in  that  region,  the 
Gallinas,  has  within  a  short  time,  I 
believe,  come  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  American  colony  of  Liberia. 
Now,  along  that  whole  line  of  coast 
and  throughout  the  whole  interior 
connected  with  it,  a  line  of  coast,  as 
I  believe,  not  less  than  that  from 
Maine  to  Georgia — from  every  port 
and  every  harbor  of  which  the  for- 
eign slave  trade  was  carried  on— with- 
in the  memory  of  man,  it  has  en- 
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tirely  disappeared.  What  Congresses 
of  sovereigns  at  Vienna,  and  Aix- 
la-Chapelle,  could  ool  do,  what 
squadrons  of  war  steamers  cruising 
along  the  coast  could  not  achieve, 
what  quintuple  treaties  among  the 
powers  of  Europe  could  not  ef- 
fect by  the  arts  of  diplomacy,  has 
been  done  by  these  poor  little  colo- 
nies, one  of  which  at  least,  that  of 
Liberia,  has,  in  latter  times,  been 
almost  without  the  recognition  of 
this  government,  struggling  into 
permanence  by  the  resources  fur- 
nished by  private  benevolence.  (Ap- 
plause.) I  ask  what  earthly  object 
of  this  kind  more  meritorious  than 
this  can  be  named  ?  And  what  ca- 
reer is  there  opened  to  any  colored 
man  in  Europe  or  America,  more 
praiseworthy, more  inviting  than  this, 
to  form  as  it  were,  in  his  own  per- 
son a  portion  of  that  living  cordon, 
stretching  along  the  coast  and  bar- 
ring its  whole  extent  from  die  ap- 
proaches of  this  traffic?  (Applause.) 
But  even  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade,  all  important  as  it  is,  is 
but  auxiliary  to  another  ulterior  ob- 
ject of  still  more  commanding  im- 
portance, and  that  is  the  civilization 
of  Africa.  The  condition  of  Africa 
is  a  disgrace  to  the  rest  of  the  civ- 
ilized world.  With  an  extent  near- 
ly three  times  as  great  as  that  of 
Europe,  its  known  portions  of 
great  fertility,  teeming  with  animal 
and  vegetable  life,  traversed  by  mag- 
nificent chains  of  mountains,  East, 
and  West,  North  and  South,  whose 
slopes  send  down  the  tributaries  of 
some  of  the  noblest  rivers  in  the 
world,  connecting  on  the  North  by 
the  Mediterranean,  with  the  ancieni 
and  modern  culture  of  Europe,  pro- 
jecting on  the  West  far  into  the  At- 
lantic ocean,  that  great  highway  of 
the  world's  civilization,  running  on 
the  South  East  into  a  near  proxim- 
ity to  our  own  South  American  con- 
tinent,    open    on    the    East  to   the 


trade  of  India:  and  on  the  N'-rth 
Bast  by  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Nile, 
locked  closely  into  the  Asiatic  con- 
tinent, one  would  have  thought  that 
with  all  these  natural  endowments, 
with  this  noble  geographical  posi- 
tion, Africa  was  destined  to  be  the 
emporium,,  the  garden  of  the  Globe. 
Man  alone  in  this  unhappy  conti- 
nent has  dropped  so  far  into  arrears 
in  the  great  march  of  humanity,  be- 
hind the  other  portions  of  the  human 
family,  that  the  question  has  at 
length  been  started  whether  he  does 
not  labor  under  some  incurable,  nat- 
ural inferiority.  In  this,  for  myself 
I  have  no  belief  whatever. 

I  do  not.  deny  that  among  the  nu- 
merous races  in  the  African  conti- 
nent, as  among  the  numerous  races 
in  all  the  other  continents,  there 
are  great  diversities,  from  the  politic 
and  warlike  tribes  upon  the  central 
plateau,  to  the  broken  down  hordes 
on  the  slave  coast,  and  on  the  banks 
of  the  Congo,  and  the  squalid,  half 
humanHottentot.  But  do  you  think 
the  difference  is  any  greater  between 
them  than  it  is  between  the  Lap'an- 
der,  the  Gipsy,  the  Calmuc,  and  the 
proudest  and  brightest  specimens  of 
humanity  in  Europe  or  America? 
1  think   not. 

What  then  can  b"  the  cause  of  the 
continued  uncivilization  of  Africa  ? 
Without  attempting  presumptuously 
to  pry  into  the  my;-teries  of  Provi- 
dence, I  think  that  adequate  causes 
can  be  found  in  some  historical 
and  geographical  circumstances* 
It  seems  a  law  of  human  progress, 
which  however  difficult  to  explain, 
is  too  well  sustained  by  fads  to  be 
doubted,  that  in  the  first  advances 
out  of  barbarism  into  civilization, 
(lie  first  impulses  and  guidances  inu.-l 
come  from  abroad.  This  of  course 
leaves  untouched  the  great  mvslery 
who  could  have  made  a  beginning; 
but  still  as  far  back  as  history  o? 
tradition    runs,    we  do   find  that  the 
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first  guidance  and  impulse  came 
from  abroad.  From  Egypt  and 
Syria  the  germs  of  improvement 
were  brought  to  Greece,  from 
Greece  to  Rome,  from  Rome  to  the 
North  and  West  of  Europe,  from 
Europe  to  America,  and  they  ar.. 
now  speeding  on  from  us  to  the 
farthest  West,  until  at  length  it  shall 
meet  the  East  again.  To  what  ex- 
tenl  the  aboriginal  element  shall  be 
borne  down  and  overpowered  by 
the  foreign  influences,  or  enter  into 
kindly  combination  with  them,  de- 
pends upon  the  moral  and  intellec- 
tual development  of  both  parties. 
There  ma)  be  such  aptitude  for  im- 
provement, or  the  disparity  between 
the  native  and  foreign  race  may  be 
so  small,  that  a  kindly  combination 
will  at  once  take  place.  This  is 
supposed  to  have  been  the  case 
with  the  ancient  Grecian  tribes  in 
reference  to  the  emigrants  from 
Egypt  and  the  East.  Or  the  inapti- 
tude may  be  so  great,  and  the  dispar- 
ity between  the  natives  and  the  for- 
eigners may  be  so  wide  that  no  such 
kindly  union  can  take  place.  This 
is  commonly  supposed  to  be  the 
case  with  the  natives  of  our  own 
continent,  who  are  slowly  and  si- 
lently retiring  before  the  inroads  o\ 
a  foreign  influence. 

Now  in  reference  to  this  law  of 
social  progress,  there  have  been  in 
Africa  two  most  unfortunate  difficul- 
ties. In  the  first  place,  ail  the 
other  branches  of  the  human  family 
that  have  had  the  start  of  Africa  in 
civilization  have,  from  the  very  dawn 
of  history,  been  concerned  in  the 
slave  trade,  so  that  intercourse  with 
foreigners,  instead  of  being  a  source 
of  mutual  improvement  to  both  par- 
ties, particularly  to  the  weaker,  lias, 
in  the  case  of  Africa,  only  tended  to 
sink  I  hem  deeper  into  barbarism  and 
degeneracy  of  every  kind.  This  has 
been  one  difficulty.  Another  is  the 
climate — this     vast     equatorial     ex- 


panse— this  aggregate  of  land  be- 
tween the  tropics,  greater  than  all 
the  other  parts  of  the  globe  together, 
herfervid  vertical  sun,  burning  down 
upon  the  rank  vegetation  of  her  fer- 
tile plains,  and  rendering  her  shores 
and  water  courses  pestiferous  10  a 
foreign  constitution.  This  circum- 
stance also  seems  to  shut  Africa 
out  from  the  approaches  of  civiliza- 
tion through  the  usual  channels. 
The  ordinary  inducements  of  gain, 
are  too  weak  to  tempt  the  merchant 
to  those  feverous  shores.  Nothing 
but  a  taste  for  adventure,  approach- 
ing to  mania,  attracts  the  traveller  ; 
and  when  christian  benevolence 
allures  the  devoted  missionary  to  this 
field  of  labor,  it  lures  him  too  often 
to  his  doom. 

By  this  combination  of  i  fluences, 
Africa  seems  to  have  been  shui  out 
from  the  beginning  from  all  those 
benefits  that  otherwise  result  from 
foreign  intercom se.  But  now,  mark 
and  reverence  the  Piovidence  of 
God,  educing  out  of  these  disadvan- 
tages of  climate,  (disadvantages  as 
we  consider  them)  and  out  of  this 
colossal,  moral  wrong — the  foreign 
slave  trade — educing  out  of  these 
seemingly  hopeless  elements  of  phy- 
sical and  moral  evil,  after  long 
cycles  of  crime  and  suffering,  of 
violence  and  retribution,  such  as 
history  no  where  else  can  parallel — 
educing,  I  say,  from  these  almost 
hopeless  elements  by  the  blessed 
alchemy  of  christian  love  the  ulti- 
mate means  of  the  regeneration  of 
Africa,  (applause.) 

The  conscience  of  the  Christian 
world  at  last  was  roused  ;  an  end  it 
was  determined  should  be  put  to 
the  foreign  slave  trade,  but  not  til!  it 
had  conveyed  six  millions  of  the  chil- 
dren and  descendants  of  Africa  to 
the  Western  Hemisphere,  of  whom 
about  one  and  a  half  millions  have 
passed  into  a  state  of  freedom : 
though      born     and     educated,     no 
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doubt,  under  circumstances  unfavo- 
rable for  moral  or  intellectual  pro- 
gress, sharing  in  the  main  the  bless- 
ings, and  the  lights  of  our  common 
christian  civilization,  and  proving 
themselves,  in  the  example  of  the 
Liberian  colony,  amply  qualified  to 
be  the  medium  of  conveying  these 
blessings  to  the  land  of  their  fathers. 

Thus  you  see  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  work  is  ready  to  com- 
mence, the  instruments  are  prepa- 
red. Do  I  err  in  supposing  that  the 
same  august  Providence  which  has 
arranged,  or  has  permitted  the  mys- 
terious sequence  of  events  to  which 
I  have  referred,  has  also  called  out, 
and  is  inviting  those  chosen  agents 
to  enter  upon  the  work  ?  hivery 
thing  else  has  been  tried  and  failed. 
Commercial  adventure  on  the  part 
of  individuals  has  been  unsuccess- 
ful ;  strength,  courage,  endurance, 
almost  superhuman,  have  failed  ; 
well  appointed  expeditions  fitted 
out,  under  the  auspices  of  powerful 
associations,  and  powerful  govern- 
ments, have  ended  in  the  most  ca- 
lamitous failure ;  and  it  has  been 
proved  at  last,  by  all  this  experience, 
that  the  white  race  of  itself,  cannot 
civilize  Africa. 

Sir,  when  that  most  noble  expe- 
dition, I  think  in  1841,  was  fitted  out, 
under  the  highest  auspices  in  Eng- 
land, to  found  an  agricultural  colony 
at  the  confluence  of  the  Niger  and 
the  Chad,  out  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  white  persons  that  formed  a  part 
of  it,  every  man  sickened,  and  all  but 
three  or  four  died.  On  the  other  hand, 
out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  colored 
men,  that  formed  part  of  the  expedi- 
tion, only  three  or  four  sickened,  and 
they  were  men  who  had  passed  some 
years  in  the  West  Indies,  and  in 
Europe,  and  not  one  died.  I  think 
that  fact,  in  reference  to  the  civiliza- 
tion of  Africa  is  worth,  I  had  almost 
said,  all  the  treasure,  and  all  the 
suffering  of  that  ill-fated  expedition.  [ 


Sir,  you  cannot  civilize  Africa,— 
you  Caucasian — you  proud  white 
man — you  all-boasting,  all-daring, 
Anglo-Saxon,  you  cannot  do  this 
work.  You  have  subjugated  Eu- 
rope ;  the  native  races  of  this  coun- 
try are  melting  before  you  as  the 
untimely  snows  of  April  beneath  a 
vernal  sun  ;  you  have  possessed 
yourselves  of  India,  you  threaten 
China  and  Japan  ;  the  farthest  isles 
of  the  Pacific  are  not  distant  enough 
to  escape  your  grasp,  or  insignificant 
enough  to  elude  your  notice:  but 
this  great  Central  Africa  lies  at  your 
doors  and  defies  your  power.  Your 
war  steamers  and  your  squadrons 
may  range  along  the  coast,  but 
neither  on  the  errands  of  peace,  nor 
on  the  errands  of  war.  can  you  pene- 
trate into  and  long  keep  the  interior. 
The  God  of  nature,  for  purposes  in- 
scrutable, but  no  doubt  to  be  recon- 
ciled with  His  wisdom  and  good- 
ness, has  drawn  a  cordon  across  the 
chief  inlets  that  you  cannot  pass. 
You  may  hover  on  the  coast,  but 
woe  to  you  if  you  attempt  to  make  a 
permanent  lodgment  in  the  interior. 
Their  poor  mud-built  villages  will 
oppose  no  resistance  to  your  arms; 
but  death  sits  portress  at  their  unde- 
fended gates.  Yellow  fevers,  and 
blue  plagues,  and  intermittent  poi- 
sons, that  you  can  see  as  well  as 
feel,  hover  in  the  air.  If  you  at- 
tempt to  go  up  the  rivers,  pestilence 
shoots  from  the  mangroves  that 
fringe  their  noble  banks;  and  the 
all-glorious  sun,  that  kindles  every- 
thing else  into  life  and  power,  darts 
down  disease  and  death  into  your 
languid  frame.  No,  no,  Anglo- 
Saxon,  this  is  no  part  of  your  voca- 
tion. You  may  direct  the  way,  you 
may  survey  the  coast,  yon  may  point 
your  finger  into  the  interior;  but 
you  must  leave  it  to  others  to  go 
and  abide  there.  The  God  of  na- 
ture, in  another  branch  of  his  family, 
has  chosen  out  the  instruments  of 
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this  great  work — descendants  of  the 
torrid  clime,  children  of  the  burning 
vertical  sun — and  fitted  them  by 
centuries  of  stern  discipline  for  this 
most  noble  work — 

From  foreign  realms  and  lands  remote, 

Supported  by  His  care, 
They  pass 'unharmed  through  burning 
climes, 

And  breathe  the  tainted  air. 

Sir,  I  believe  that  Africa  will  be  civi- 
lized, and  civilized  by  the  descen- 
dants of  those  who  were  torn  from 
the  land.  I  believe  it  because  I  will 
not  think  ihat  this  great  fertile  con- 
tinent is  to  be  forever  left  waste.  I 
believe  it  because  I  see  no  other 
agency  fully  competent  to  the  work. 
I  believe  it  because  I  see  in  this 
agency  a  most  wonderful  adaptation. 

But  doubts  are  entertained  of  the 
practicability  of  effecting  this  object 
by  the  instrumentality  that  I  have  in- 
dicated. They  are  founded,  in  the 
first  place,  on  the  supposed  inca- 
pacity of  the  free  colored  population 
of  this  country  and  the  West  Indies 
to  take  up  and  carry  on  such  a 
work ;  and  also  on  the  supposed 
degradation  and,  if  I  may  use  such 
a  word,  unimprovability  of  the  na- 
tive African  races,  which  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  so  great  as  to  bid  defi- 
ance to  any  such  operation. 

Now,  I  think  it  would  be  very  un-  j 
just  to  the  colored  population  of  this 
country  and  the  West  Indies  to  ar- 
gue from  what  they  have  done  under 
present  circumstances,  to  what  they 
might  effect  under  the  most  favora- 
ble circumstances.  I  think,  upon  I 
the  whole,  all  things  considered,  that 
they  have  done  quite  as  well  as  could 
be  expected;  that  Ihey  have  done! 
as  well  as  persons  of  European 
or  Anglo-American  origin  would 
have  done  after  three  centuries  of 
similar  depression  and  hardship. 
You  will  recollect,  sir,  that  Mr. 
Jefferson,  in  his  valuable  work, 
called    "  The  Notes  on   Virginia," 


states  in  strong  language  the  intel- 
lectual inferiority  of  the  colored 
race.  I  have  always  thought  that  it 
ought  to  have  led  Mr.  Jefferson  to 
hesitate  a  little  as  to  the  accuracy  of 
this  opinion,  when  he  recollected 
that  in  the  very  same  work  he  was 
obliged  to  defend  the  Anglo-Ameri- 
can race,  to  which  he  himself,  and  to 
which  so  many  of  us  belong,  against 
the  very  same  imputation  brought 
by  an  ingenious  French  writer,  the 
Abbe  Raynal,  whose  opinions  were 
shared  by  all  the  school  of  philoso- 
phers to  which  he  belonged.  Why, 
it  is  but  a  very  few  years — I  do  not 
know  that  the  time  has  now 
ceased — when  we  Anglo-Ameri- 
cans were  spoken  of  by  our  brethren 
beyond  the  water,  as  a  poor,  degene- 
rate, almost  semi-barbarous  race. 
In  the  liberal  journals  of  England, 
within  thirty  years,  the  question  has 
been  contemptuously  asked,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  native  country  of  Frank- 
lin, and  Washington,  and  Adams, 
and  Jefferson,  and  Madison,  and 
Marshall ;  of  Irving,  Prescott,  Ban- 
croft, Ticknor,  Bryant,  and  Cooper, 
Longfellow,  and  Hawthorne,  and 
hosts  of  others :  •'*  Who  reads  an 
American  book  ?"  It  seems  to  me  in 
view  of  facts  like  this  we  ought  to 
be  a  little  cautious  how  we  leap  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  free  colored 
African  race  is  necessarily  in  a  con- 
dition of  hopeless  inferiority. 

Then  in  reference  to  the  other 
difficulty  about  the  unimprovability 
of  the  African.  It  is  said  that  the 
Africans  alone  of  all  ihe  branches  of 
the  human  family  have  never  been 
able  to  rise  out  of  barbarism.  Sir,  I 
do  not  know  that ;  I  do  not  think 
that  anybody  knows  it.  An  im- 
penetrable cloud  hangs  over  the 
early  history  of  mankind  in  every 
part  of  the  globe.  We  well  know 
in  reference  to  the  whole  North 
and  West  of  Europe,  and  a  great 
part    of     the    South    of     Europe, 
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thai  it  was  utterly  barbarous  until 
the  light  of  the  Roman  civilization 
shone  in  upon  it,  and  in  compara- 
tively recent  limes.  We  also  know 
thni  in  very  early  times  one  of  the 
native  African  races,  I  mean  the 
Egyptians,  attained  a  high  degree  of 
cu  tare.  Tlmv  were  the  parents  of 
all  I  lie  arts  of  Greece,  and  through 
them  of  l he  ancient  world.  The 
Egyptians  were  a  colored  race. — 
They  did  not  belong  to  the  negro 
type  ;  but  still  they  were  purely  a 
colored  race,  and  if  we  should  judge 
of  their  present  condition,  as  unim- 
provable as  any  of  the  tribes  of  Cen- 
tral Afr  ca.  Yet  we  find  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Nile,  the  massive 
monuments  of  their  cheerless  cul- 
ture that  have  braved  the  storms 
of  time  more  successfully  than  the 
more  graceful  structures  of  Rome 
and  of  Greece. 

It  is  true  that  some  nations  who 
have  emerged  from  barbarism  at  a 
later  period  have  attained  the  prece- 
dence over  Africa,  and  have  kept  ii 
to  the  present  day;  but  I  am  not 
iy.il  ing  to  believe  that  this  arises 
from  can-es  so  fixed  and  permanent 
in  their  nature,  that  no  reversal,  at 
no  lepgth  of  time,  is  to  be  hoped 
from  their  operation.  We  are  led 
into  error  by  contemplating  things 
too  much  in  the  gross.  There  are 
tribes  in  Africa  which  have  made 
no  contemptible  progress  in  various 
branches  ol  human  improvement. — 
On  the  other  hand,  if  we  look  at  the 
population  of  Europe — if  we  cast 
our  eyes  from  Lisbon  10  Archangel, 
from  the  Hebrides  to  the  Black 
Sea, — if  for  a  moment  we  turn  our 
thoughts  from  the  few  who  are  born 
to  wealth,  and  its  consequent  advan- 
tages, culture,  education,  and  that 
lordship  over  the  forces  of  nature 
which  be  tongs  In  cultivated  mind, —  il 
we  turn  from  these  to  the  benighted, 
oppressed,  destitute,  superstitious 
ignorant,     suffering    millions,    who 


pass  their  livt  s  in  the  hopeless  toil 
of  the  field,  the  factory,  and  the 
mine;  whose  inheritance  from  gen- 
eration to  generation  is  beggary ; 
who.se  education  from  -ire  to  son 
is  stohd  ignorance;  at  whose  daily 
table  hunger  and  t'nir-l  are  the  stew- 
ards, whose  occasional  festivity  is 
brutal  intemperance  ;  if  we  could 
count  their  numbers — if  we  could 
sum  up  together  in  one  frightful 
mass,  all  their  destitution  of  the 
comforts  and  blessings  of  life,  and 
thus  form  an  estimate  of  the  practi- 
cal barbarism  of  the  nominally  civil- 
ized portions  of  'he  world,  we 
should,  I  think,  come  to  the  coaclu- 
sionthat  this  supposed  in  bred  es- 
sential superiority  of  the  European 
ra'cesdoes  not  really  exist. 

If  there  be  any  such  essential 
superiority,  why  has  it  been  so  late 
in  showing  itself!  It  is  said  that 
the  Africans  have  persisted  in  their 
barbarism  for  four  or  live  thousand 
years.  Europe  persisted,  in  her  bar- 
barism for  three  or  four  thousand 
years,  and  in  the  great  chronology 
of  Divine  Providence,  we  are  taught 
that  a  thousand  years  are  but  as  one 
day.  Sir,  it  is  only  ten  centuries 
since  the  Anglo-Saxons,  to  whose 
race  we  are.  so  fond  of  claiming 
kindred,  wire  as  barbarous  and 
uncivilized  as  many  of  the  African 
tribes.  They  were  a  savage, ferocious, 
warlike  people;  pirates  at  sea,  ban- 
dits on  shore,  slaves  of  the  most 
detestablesiipersiitious  ;  worshiping 
idols  as  cruel  and  ferocious  as  thw_" 
selves.  Ami,  as  to  the  foreign  slave 
trade,  it  is  lun  eight  centuries,  and 
perhaps  less,  sin  re  theie  was  as 
much  slave  trade  in  proportion, 
upon  the  coast  of  Great  Britain  as 
in  the  Bight  of  Benin  at  the  ptesent 
day.  The  natives  of  England  eight 
centuries  ago,  wer.eboughi  and  sent 
to  the  slava  marts,  in  the  south  and 
west  of  Europe.  At  length  the  light 
of  Christianity  shone  in  ;  refinement, 
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civilization,  letters,  arts,  and  by  de 
grees  all  Ihe  delights,  all  the  im- 
provements of  life  followed  in  their 
tram,  and  now  we  talk  with  the 
utmost  self  complacency  of  the 
essential  superiority  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race,  and  look  down  with 
disdain  upon  those  portion's  of  the 
human  family,  who  have  lagged  a 
little  behind  us  in  the  march  ofciv- 
ilizat  ion . 

Africa  at  the  present  day  is  not  in 
that  state  f  utter  barbarism,  which 
popular  opitifon  ascribes  to  it. 
Here  again  we  do  not  sufficiently  dis- 
crirninai  •.  We  judge  in  i lie  gross. 
Certainly  th  -re  are  tribes  wholly 
broken  down  by  internal  wars,  and 
the  detestable  foreigii  slave  trade  ; 
but  this  is  ii  t  the  character  of  the 
entire  ;•  [filiation.  They  are  not 
savages  Most  of  them  live  by  agri- 
culture. There  is  some  traffic  be- 
tween ihe  const  and  the  interior. 
Many  ol  ihe  tribes  have  a  respecta- 
ble archiiecture,  though  of  a  rude 
kind,  bm  still  implying  some  pro- 
gre-  -  i:is.     G>>ld  dust  is  col- 

lected ;  iron  is  smelted  and  wrought; 
weapons  a.ud  utensils  of  husbandry 
and  lions;  hold  use  are  fabricated  ; 
cloth  is  iv  iven  and  dyed  ;  palm  oil 
is  expressed  ;  there  arc  schools  ; 
and  am  Mahomedan  tribes 

the  Koran  is  read.  You,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, «  ell  remember  that  iwentj 
years  ago,  you  and  I  saw  in  one  of 
the  committee  r  mms  of  yonder  Cap* 
itol,  a  native  African,  w  ho  had  been 
40  years  a  held  slave  in  t he  West 
Indies  and  in  ibis  country,  and 
Wrote  at  he  <  ;e  of  70  ihe  Arabic 
character,  with  the  fluency  and  the 
elegance  of  a  scr  be.  Why,  Sir,  to 
give  the  last  lest  of  civilization, 
Mungo  P. ok  ulU  us  in  his  journal 
that  in  the  i ■  1 1 •  rior  of  Africa  law- 
suits are  argued  with  as  much  ability, 
as  much  liuiuiey,  and  <u  as  much 
length  us  in  Edinburgh.  (Laughter 
and  applause.) 


Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  run  into  para 
dox  on  t  his  subject.    lam  aware  ihat 


the  condition  of  the  most  advanced 
tribes  of  Central  Africa  is  wretched, 
mainly,  in  consequence  of  the  slave 
trade.  The  only  wonder  is,  that  with 
this  cancer  eating  into  their  vitals 
from  age  to  age,  any  degree  of  civili- 
zation whatever  can  e\ist.  But  de- 
graded as  the  ninety  millions  of 
Africans  are,  I  presume  yon  might 
find  in  the  aggregate,  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  another  ninety 
million's  as  degraded,  to  which  each 
country  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe 
would  contribute  its  quota  The 
difference  is,  and  it  is  certainly  an 
all  important  difference,  that  in  Eu- 
rope, intermingled  with  these  ninety 
millions,  are  fifteen  or  twenty  mil- 
lions possessed  of  all  degrees  id"  cul- 
ture up  to  the  very  highest,  w  hile  in 
Africa  there  is  not  an  individual 
who,  according  to  our  standard,  has 
attained  a  high  degree  of  intellectual 
culture  ;  but  if  obvious  causes  for 
ibis  can  be  shown,  it  is  unphilb- 
sophieal  to  infer  from  it  an  essential 
incapacity. 

But  the  question  seems  to  me 
to  be  put  at  rest,  by  what  we  all 
must  have  witnessed  of  what  has 
been  achieved  by  the  colon  d  race 
in  this  country  and  on  the  coast  of 
Africa.  Unfavorable  as  their  posi- 
tion has  been  for  any  intellectual 
progress,  we  still  all  of  us  know  ihat 
they  are  competent  io  the  common 
arts  and  business  of  life,  to  the  in- 
genious and  mechanical  arts,  to 
keeping  accounts,  to  the  common 
branches  of  academical  and  profes- 
sional culture.  Paul  Coffee's  name 
is  familiar  to  everybody  in  my  part 
of  ihe  country  and  i  am  sure  you 
have  heard  of  him.  He  was  a  man 
of  uncommon  energy  and  force  of 
character.  He  navigati  d  to  Liver- 
pool his  own  vessel,  manned  by  a 
colored  crew.  His  lather  was  a  na- 
tive  African  slave;   his  mother  was 
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a  member  of  one  of  the  broken 
down  Indian  tribes,  some  fragments 
of  which  still  linger  in  the  corners 
of  Massachusetts.  I  have  already 
alluded  to  the  extraordinary  attain- 
ments of  that  native  African  Prince, 
Abdul  Rahhaman.  If  there  was 
ever  a  native  born  gentlemen  on  earth 
he  was  one.  He  had  the  port  and 
the  air  of  a  prince,  and  the  literary 
culture  of  a  scholar.  The  learned 
Blacksmith  of  Alabama,  now  in  Li- 
beria, has  attained  a  celebrity  scarce 
ly  inferior  to  his  white  brother,  who 
is  known  by  the  same  designation. 
When  I  lived  in  Cambridge  a  few 
years  ago  I  used  to  attend,  as  one 
of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  the  exami- 
nations of  a  classical  school, in  which 
there  was  a  colored  boy,  the  sen  of 
a  slave  in  Mississippi,  I  think.  He 
appeared  to  me  to  be  of  pure  Afri- 
can blood.  There  were  at  the  same 
time  two  youths  from  Georgia,  and 
one  of  my  own  sons,  attending  the 
same  school.  I  must  say  that  this 
poor  negro  boy,  Beverly  Williams, 
was  one  of  the  best  scholais  at  the 
school,  and  in  the  Latin  language 
he  was  the  best  scholar  in  his  class. 
These  are  instances  that  have  fallen 
under  my  own  observation.  There 
are  others  I  am  told  which  show  still 
more  conclusively  the  colored  race 
for  every  kind  of  intellectual  culture. 
Now  look  at  what  they  have 
done  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Think 
of  the  facts  that  were  spread 
before  you  in  that  abstract  of  the 
Society's  doings,  which  was  read 
this  evening.  It  is  only  25  or  30 
years  since  that  little  colony  was 
founded  under  the  auspices  of  this 
Society.  In  that  lime  what  have  they 
done;  or  rather  let  me  ask  what 
have  they  not  done?  They  have  es- 
tablished a  well  organized  constitu- 
tion of  Republican  Government, 
which  is  administered  with  ability 
and  energy  in  peace,  and  by  the  un- 
fortunate necessity  of  circumstances, 
also  in  war.     They   have  courts  of 


justice,  modelled  after  our  own ; 
schools,  churches  and  lyceums. — 
Commerce  is  carried  on,  the  soil  is 
tilled,  communication  is  open  to 
the  interior.  The  native  tribes  are 
civilized;  diplomatic  relations  are 
creditably  sustained  with  foreign 
powers  ;  and  the  two  leading  pow- 
ers of  Europe,  England  and  France, 
have  acknowledged  their  sovereign- 
ty and  independence.  Would  the 
same  number  of  persons  taken  prin- 
cipally from  the  laboring  classes,  of 
any  portion  of  England,  or  Anglo- 
America,  have  done  better  than 
this  ? 

Ah!  Sir,  there  is  an  influence  at 
work  through  the  agency  of  this 
Society,  and  other  Societies,  and 
through  the  agency  of  the  colony  of 
Liberia,  and  others  which  I  hope  will 
be  established,  sufficient  to  produce 
these  and  still  greater  effects.  I  mean 
the  influence  of  pure  unselfish  chris- 
tian love.  This,  after  all,  is  the  only 
influence  that  can  never  fail.  Mili- 
tary power  will  at  times  be  resis- 
ted, and  overcome.  Commercial 
enterprise,  however  well  planned, 
may  be  blasted.  State  policy,  how- 
ever deep,  may  be  outwitted;  but 
pure,  unselfish,  manly,  rather  let 
me  say  heavenly  love,  never  did, 
and  in  the  long  run  never  will 
fail,  (applause. )  It  is  a  truth 
which  this  Society  ought  to  write 
upon  its  banners,  that  it  is  not  polit- 
ical nor  military  power,  but  the 
moral  sentiment,  principally  under 
the  guidance  and  influence  of  reli- 
gious zeal,  that  has  in  all  ages  civili- 
zed the  world.  Arms,  craft,  and 
mammon  lie  in  wait,  and  watch 
their  chance,  but  they  cannot  poison 
its  vitality.  Whatever  becomes  of 
the  question  of  intellectual  superior- 
ity, I  should  insult  this  audience,  if  I 
attempted  to  argue  that  in  the  moral 
sentiments,  the  colored  race  stand 
upon  an  equality  with  us.  I  read  a 
year  or  two  ago  in  a  newspaper  an 
anecdote  which   illustrates   this  in 
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so  beautiful  and  striking  a  manner 
that,  with  your  permission  I  will 
repeat  it. 

When  the  news  of  the  discovery 
of  gold  reached  us  from  California, 
a  citizen  of  the  upper  part  of  Louis- 
iana, from  the  Parish  of  Rapides, 
for  the  sake  of  improving  his  not 
prosperous  fortunes,  started  with  his 
servant  to  get  a  share,  if  he  could. 
of  the  golden  harvest.  They  re- 
paired to  the  gold  regions.  They 
labored  together  for  a  while  with 
success.  At  length  the  strength  of 
the  master  failed,  and  he  fell  dan- 
gerously sick.  What  then  was  the 
conduct  of  the  slave  in  those  far  off 
hills?  In  a  State  whose  constitu- 
tion did  not  recognize  slavery,  in 
that  newly  gathered  and  not  very 
thoroughly  organized  state  of  so- 
ciety, what  was  his  conduct?  As 
his  master  lay  sick  with  the  typhus 
fever,  Priest  and  Levite  came,  and 
looked  upon  him,  and  passed  by  on 
the  other  side.  The  poor  slave  stood 
by  him,  tended  him,  protected  him  ; 
by  night  and  by  day  his  sole  com- 
panion, nurse  andfiiend.  At  length 
the  master  died.  What  then  was 
the  conduct  of  the  slave  in  those 
distant  wastes,  as  he  stood  by  him 
whom  living  he  had  served,  but  who 
was  now  laid  low  at  his  feet  by  the 
great  Emancipator?  He  dug  his 
decent  grave  in  the  golden  sands. 
He  brought  togef'ier  the  earnings  of 
their  joint  labor;  these  he  deposit- 
ed in  a  place  of  safety  as  a  sacred 
trust  for  his  master's  family.  He 
then  went  to  work  under  a  Califor- 
nian  sun  to  earn  the  wherewithall  to 
pay  his  passage  home.  That  done, 
he  went  back  to  the  banks  of  the 
Red  River,  in  Louisiana,  and  laid 
down  the  little  store  at  the  feet  of 
his  master's  widow. — [Applause.] 


Sir,  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
story  is  true,  I  read  it  in  a  public 
journal.  The  Italians  have  a  prover- 
bial saying  of  a  tale  like  this,  that  if 
it  is  not  true  it  is  well  invented. 
This,  Sir,  is  too  good  to  be  invented. 
It  is,  it  must  be  true.  That  master 
and  tiiat  slave  ought  to  live  in  mar- 
ble and  in  brass,  and  if  it  was  not 
presumptuous  in  a  person  like  mc 
so  soon  to  pass  away  and  to  be  for- 
gotten, I  would  say  their  memory 
shall  never  perish. 

Fortunati  ambo  !  si  quid  mea  carniina  poa- 

sint, 
Nulla  dies  unquam  memori  vos  eximet  aevo. 

There  is  a  moral  treasure  in 
that  incident.  It  proves  the  capa- 
city of  the  colored  race  to  civil- 
ize Africa.  There  is  a  moral  worth 
in  it,  beyond  all  the  riches  of  Cali- 
fornia. If  all  her  gold — all  that  she 
has  yet  yielded  to  the  indomita- 
ble industry  of  the  adventurer,  and 
all  that  she  locks  from  the  cupidity  of 
man,  in  the  virgin  chambers  of  her 
snow-clad  sierras — were  all  moulten 
into  one  vast  ingot,  it  would  not,  in 
the  sight  of  Heaven,  bay  the  moral 
worth  of  that  one  incident.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

Gentlemen  of  the  Colonization 
Society,  I  crave  your  pardon  for  this 
long  intrusion  upon  your  patience.  I 
have  told  you — pardon  that  word, 
you  knew  it  before— I  have  reminded 
you  of  the  importance  of  the  work, 
of  the  instrumentality  by  which  it  is 
to  be  effected,  of  the  agents  chosen 
as  I  think  in  the  councils  of  Heaven 
to  catry  it  into  effect ;  and  now  what 
remains  for  us,  for  eveiy  friend  of 
humanity,  but  to  bid  God  speed  to 
the  undertaking  ? 

[The  honorable  gentleman  resum- 
ed his  seat  amidst  loud  and  long 
continued  applause.] 


Note. — 1  perceive  from  a  note  to  the  foregoing  speech  as  republished  in  the  Col- 
onization Herald,  that,  in  speaking  from  memory  of  the  Expedition  to  the  Niger  in 
1841,  I  considerably  overrated  the  mortality  among  the  whites.  Nearly  every  white 
member  of  the  expedition  was  disabled  by  sickness  from  the  performance  of  duty  ;  but 
forty  only  died.  This  mortality,  however,  required  the  immediate  abandonment  of 
the  enterprize. — E.  E. 
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Address  of  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  Read,  of  Virginia, 

At  the  Anniversary  of  the  American-  Col.  Society,  16th  January,  1853. 


Mn.  President,  and  respected  patrons. 
and  friends  of  tins  noble  enterprise  of 
African  Colonization,-  in  rising  to  address 
this  assembly,  in  this  order  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  meeting,  and  under  the  pleas- 
ing ravishment  in  which  we  have  all 
shared  so  deeply,— 1  cannot  doubt  that  1 
have  your  sympathies,  appreciating  as 
you  must  the  delicacy  and  difficulty  of  my 
position. 

I  am  reminded  of  the  beautiful  lines  of 
Moore,  which  I  could  wish  might  now  be 
verified  : 

"  The  Georgian's  son;;  was  scarcely  irute, 

When  the  sa measure,  sound  lor  sound, 

Was  i-auulil  up  by  another  lute, 
And  so  ill  vim  ly  lireailn  d  around. 

*  *     That  none  knew  whether 

Tin-  voice  or  lull.1  was st  divini', 

Bo  vvouilrously  they  weni  logetlier:" 

— would  that  that  answering  Inle  were  in- 
deed mine,  on  this  occasion,  for  then 
might  the  charm  which  has  been  distilling 
upon  us  for  the  last  hour  still  linger.  But 
instead  of  such  a  voice  or  lute, — mine  is 
as  it  were  an  humble  reed,  practised  most 
in  pan  oral  life. 

In  responding  to  your  summons,  Mr. 
President,  under  these  circumstances, — 
upon  a  held  where  I  have  no  reputation  to 
save,  and  where  there  are  no  longer  any 
honors  to  he  won, — 1  shall  he  indulged  in 
stating,  as  briefly  as  possible,  th  :  topics 
on  which  1  had  proposed  to  speak,  without 
enlargement  or  elaboration. 

It  is  a  fact,  worthy  of  attention,  lhat  the 
Report, — to  the  interesting  and  instructive 


nemeral    project, 
popular  ext'ite- 


This,  then,  is  no  < 
originating  in  ad ventitin 
men!  ;  i ] ie  history  of  tins  enterprise—*  u  hut 
is  it  but  a  monument  of  renown! — on  which 
the  names  of  the  great  and  Mie  good,  liv- 
ing and.  departed,  are  durably  inscribed  ; 
its  ohjpcl  ,  those  to  which  wisdom  and  vir- 
tue have  been,  and  are  now  tributary; 
this  cause  has  thus  a  life  of  excellent  mem- 
ory and  associations  in  the  /ins/,  it  yd  Huts, 
wearing  here  to-night  funeral  emblem5! 
which  connect  it  with  mighty  men  of 
renown,  who  were  devoted  to  it  while  they 
1  ved — who  bestowed  upon  it  their  ilyinv 
benediction — and  who  have  left  it  to  'he 
sympathies  and  guardianship  of  their 
admiring  survivors.     " 

Unless  1  mistake  its  past  history,  its 
achievements,  its  present  aspects,  ami  us 
hold  on  the  public  regard  ;  unless  I  mis- 
take all  these,  and  the  converging  lines  of 
prophecy  and  of  Providence — ihis  cause 
was  never  so  promising  and  strong  as  it  is 
at  this  moment. 

Difficulties,  great  difficulties,  have  been 
encountered  by  it,  and  have  been  over- 
come ;  other  and  severe  trials  may  have  to 
be  encountered  in  its  future  progres  ;  but 
no  past  or  preseni  obstacles  warrant  dis- 
trust. Allusion  was  made  by  I  he  Hon. 
and  eloquent  gentleman  who  preceded  me, 
to  the  history  of  the  colonial  slru»»;les,  at 
Jamestown  and  Plymouth, — and  if  we  need 
further  encouragement,  let  me  add  i he 
history  of  Christianity  ;— surely  those  who 
remember  Jamestown  and  Plymouth,  and 
more  than  all,  they  who  follow  Christi- 
details  of  which  we  have  listened  this  ||  anity  from  the  Manger  and  the  Cross,  to 
evening, —  is  the  Thirty-sixth  Annual  !|  its  present  development — are  not  to  be  dis- 
Report  of  a  Society,  which  has  from  the  j  couraged.  in  their  zeal,  or  retarded  in  their 


first,  and  during  all  this  period,  engaged 
the  serious  attention,  and  been  under  the 
superintendence,  and  guided  by  the  wis- 
dom of  many  of  the  wisest  and  best  men 
of  this  nation  ; — this  fact,  alone,  challenges 
the  respect  of  a'l  who  revere  wisdom  and 
virtue,  for  this  scheme  of  African  Colon- 
ization. 

That  most  eminent  men,  from  all  sec- 
tions of  this  country — of  different  political 
faith— men  of  unquestionable  piety  and 
superior  intelligence,  in  different  denomi- 
nations of  christians — have  discerned  in 
the  objects  and  operations  of  this  Society 
something  to  engage  their  joint  sympathies, 
and  labors  and  prayers — this  is  enough  to 
stamp  the  cause  itself  with  a  high  measure 
of  moral  grandeur. 


efforts  by  mere  difficulties, — whether  they 
arise  from  ignorance,  from  error,  or  from 
that  strange  pugnacity  which  is  one  of  the 
fruits  and  characteristics  of  depraved  na- 
ture.—  Difficulties  !  opposition,  in  a  good 
cause!  these  are  but  trials  necessary  to 
strength  ;  like  violent  winds  bearing  down 
upon  the  forest,  causing  the  trees  to 
spread  their  roots  more  widely ,  making 
the  trunks  morp  firm,  giving  greater  exten- 
sion to  the  branches,  and  producing  more 
exuberant  and  beautiful  foliage.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

But  what,  let  me  inquire,  is  the  cardinal 
principle  of  public  morals,  by  which  we 
are  animated  in  the  advocacy  and  support 
of  this  work  of  African  Colonization? 

Have  we,  or  have   we  not,  some   clear 
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and  tangible  rule  of  action,  some  definable 
moral  principle,  underlying  and  animating 
all  this  movement  ? 

I  in >t it-c-d  within  n  few  days,  in  one  of 
the  popular  journals,  a  statement  to  this 
efl'ecl  ;  —  iliai  upon  the  first  exhibition  of  a 
working  model  of  Ericcson's  caloric  en- 
gine in  England — the  accomplished  and 
celebrated  Professor  Farad y  was  announ- 
ced to  lecture  before  a  London  audience, 
upon  the  motive  principle  of  that  sublime 
invention,  which  is  now  the  subject  of  such 
intense  interest  ihrou«houl  the  land  ; — and 
that  but  half  an  hour  before  the  Professor 
wtts  to  meet  the  brilliant  audience  which 
had  already  begun  to  assemble,  he  made 
the  mortifying  discovery  that  he  had 
entirely  misapprehended  the  motive  princi- 
ple in  the  invention.  He  could  say  that 
the  model  did  act;  he  could  tell  that  one 
part  acted  upon  another  ; — but  why  the 
engine  acted  at  all,  he  was  utterly  incapable 
of  explaining. 

Mr.  President  :  Self-respect,  and  the 
present  public  attitude  of  this  Society, 
seem  to  demand  that  its  cardinal  princi- 
ples should  be  distinctly  stated.  It  is  not 
perhaps,  enough,  sir,  to  point  inquisitive 
minds  to  the  names  of  its  founders  and 
patrons,  and  to  claim  co-operation  from 
the  community  gene  ally,  in  their  indi- 
vidual and  governmental  capacity,  simply 
because  many  good  men  have  identified 
themselves  with  this  Society.  Nor  will 
it  suffice,  perhaps,  to  satisfy  every  candid 
and  well-disposed  inquirer,  to  point  to  in- 
cidental results,  such  as  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and 
the  planting  there  of  the  seeds  of  christian 
civilization  and  good  government.  The 
existing  relations  between  the  free  colored 
population  in  our  country,  the  people  to  be 
colonized,  and  the  white  population,  to 
whose  hands  Providence  has  entrusted  the 
exercise  of  intelligence,  wealth  and  politi- 
cal power,  and  upon  whom  the  manage- 
ment of  this  particular  scheme  of  coloniza- 
tion is  devolved  ;  the  existence  of  these 
two  principal  parties  and  their  relations  to 
each  other,  here,  at  home,  these  elements, 
out  of  which  the  whole  scheme  originates, 
must  needs  be  considered. 

The  free  colored  people  in  our  country 
sustain  such  a'relalion  to  the  white  popula- 
tion— to  whose  hands  Providence  has  en- 
trusted the  exercise  of  intelligence,  wealth 
and  government — as  invests  them  with 
certain  rights  and  devolves  on  us  certain 
dalie%.  Mr.  President,  the  doctrine  which 
1  am  about  to  propose  may,  or  may  not, 
receive  immediate  approbation,  nor  is  this 


Society  made  responsible  for  it  because  of 
its  utterance  on  this  floor  and  on  this  oc- 
casion. I  adopt  and  offer  it  as  my  own, 
while  it  is  just  to  say  that  it  is  literally 
borrowed  from  one  who  is  largely  known 
and  honored. 

"  Human  rights,"  says  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Stiles,  "  I  take  to  be  summarily  three. — 
1st.  The  right  of  existence.  Life  is  the 
gift  of  God,  and  operates  a  right  of  exist- 
ence against  all  save  Him  who  bestows  it. 
This  right  involves  a  reasonable  use  of 
all  the  faculties  and  powers  of  the  subject. 
2nd.  A  right  of  happiness.  The  Creator 
has  surrounded  man  with  every  object 
suited  to  refresh  the  desires  of  his  nature, 
and  thus  invests  him  with  a  right  of  in- 
dulgence, a  right  of  happiness.  3rd.  A 
right  of  supervision.  God,  in  creation  and 
providence,  frequently  places  man  in  a 
state  of  dependence  wherein  the  enjoy- 
ment of  his  natural  rights  can  never  be 
reached  without  progressive  development, 
under  competent  supervision'.  This  indi- 
cates a  right  of  supervision.  Such  a 
right  is  universally  fell  to  result  from  the 
coincidence  of  three  things. 

"  Let  there  exist  an  incapacity  of  self- 
government,  which  renders  its  exercise 
mischievous  to  the  parties  and  to  society  ; 
and  for  which  God  in  creation  and  provi- 
dence has  appointed  a  guardianship,  and 
all  men  will  feel  that  every  such  human 
being  has  a  right  to  wise  and  kind  super- 
vision." 

•  Here  we  find,  as  I  must  think,  the 
groundwork,  the  root  and  life  of  our  en- 
terprise. This  principle,  distinctly  appre- 
hended, and  legitimately  applied,  indicates 
a  line  of  action  that  shall  be  both  kindly 
protective  toward  the  free  colored  people 
among  us,  and  sale  for  those  whose  sym- 
pathies and  supervision  are  called  into  ex- 
ercise in  their  behalf. 

Let  us  notice  a  simple  illustration  of  this 
principle  ;  look  at  the  infant  of  our  species, 
ushered  into  existence  by  Providence,  in 
such  feebleness  and  utter  incompetency  of 
self  support,  that  if  life  itself  is  of  arty 
worth,  or  invested  with  any  rights,  the 
first  of  all  rights  is  the  right  of  supervision. 
This  right  of  supervision  on  the  part  of 
the  helpless  and  dependent,  devolves  a 
duly  upon  some  proper  guardian,  whoso- 
ever Providence  may  indicate  thai  guar- 
dian to  be  ;  and  this  duly  to  supervise 
must  of  course  be  connected  with,  and  in- 
separable from,  suitable  authority  to  con- 
trol the  subject.  The  child  has  no  fore- 
cast, no  prudence  ;  if  not  directed,  guided, 
controlled,  he  destroys  himself,      ft  is  idle 
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vaporing,  the  merest  trifling,  to  talk  to 
him  about  natural  rights,  us  sentimental 
philanthropists,  flattering  demagogues,  and 
despisers  of  healthful  authority  now  bruit 
the  notion  of  human  rights  around  the 
world. 

Thus  the  very  right  of  existence  itself 
is  inseparable  from  the  right  of  supervis- 
ion ;  and  this  right  of  supervision  ope- 
rates the  duty  of  supervision  on  the 
parent,  and  invests  that  parent  with  au- 
thority to  control.  When  the  parental 
responsibility  is  neglected,  or  when  by 
reason  of  the  death  or  incompetency  of 
the  parent,  the  child  is  left  defenceless, 
then  ordinarily  the  next  of  kin  may  be  ex- 
pected to  assume  the  place  and  authority 
of  the  parent;  but  if  kindred  and  imme- 
diate friends  fail,  then  the  child's  right  of 
supervision  vests  on  society  in  its  more 
public  capacity.  Let  the  defenceless  be 
many,  instead  of  one  ;  let  them  so  be  mul- 
tiplied that  neither  individuals,  nor  small 
communities  in  tlieir  associated  action,  can 
meet  the  pressing  emergency,  and  then 
broader  and  stronger  combinations  are  ne- 
cessary ;  or,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  kind 
and  strong  arm  of  State  or  General  Go- 
vernment, is  righteously  called  into  re- 
quisition. 

in  advocating  this  first  right  of  super- 
vision— on  the  part  of  those  who  are  in- 
competent of  self-protection,  of  self-go- 
vernment— and  this  duty  of  supervision, 
on  the  part  of  those  who  are  competent  to 
exercise  it,  we  are  not  to  disregard  the 
prudent  care,  the  protection,  which  the 
benefactor  owes  to  himself.  Society  owes 
to  itself  protection  against  adverse  ele- 
ments, within  and  without  its  bounds,  as 
well  as  kindness  to  the  feeble  and  the  suf- 
fering cast  upon  its  care. 

Authority,  to  control,  is  often  quite  as 
essential  as  kindness  to  supply  and  de- 
fend. When  many  talk  of  "  human 
rights,"  in  our  day,  the  idea  is  quite  too 
prominent,  that  every  man  has  a  right  to 
act  out  his  own  pleasure  ;  a  kind  of  lib- 
erty is  advocated  which  is  but  another 
name  for  licentiousness  ;  a  kind  of  phi- 
lanthropy is  proposed  which  would  pat- 
ronize indolence,  vice  and  crime  ;  but  the 
first  right  wherewith  God  has  invested  a 
human  being,  is  that  of  supervision,  coin- 
cident with  suitable  control,  under  which 
there  may  be  developed  those  natural  and 
moral  functions,  without  which  other 
rights  cannot  be  enjoyed. 

Now  it  has  so  happened,  under  the  Pro- 
vidence of  God,  that  we  have  here  in  the 
midst  of  us  a  very  large  and  rapidly  aug- 
menting population  ««/tos«  mf.amprtfnrq,  on 


account  of  poverty,  ignorance,  inferiority 
of  condition  by  reason  of  color,  and  the 
oppressive  influence — if  any  please  so  to' 
denominate  it — of  caste,  has  justly  awaken- 
ed a  deep  and  earnest  sympathy  in  their 
behalf.  Here  is  an  emergency  to  which 
the  kindness  and  the  best  exertions  of  in- 
dividuals, single-handed,  is  altogether  in- 
adequate. Here,  too,  is  a  question  of 
policy  and  of  safety  which  may  well  en- 
gage the  combined  wisdom  and  energies 
of  society,  of  the  State. 

It  is  utterly  impracticable  to  merge  the 
distinction,  and  blend  the  white  and  colored 
races  on  this  continent:  the  antagonism  is 
irreconcilable.  Between  the/ upper  and 
nether  stones  of  cheap  white  labor  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  system  of  slave  labor 
on  the  other,  they  must  be  ground  to  pow- 
der. In  this  situation  they  must  go  down! 
unless  the  right  and  the  &<uty  of  supervision 
shall  come  to  be  felt. 

Unless  I  misapprehend  this  whole  mat- 
ter, here  is  a  cardinal  principle — a  moral 
obligation  as  well  as  a  political  necessity, 
which  men  ought  to  consider  and  to  feel. 

There  is  a"  philanthropy,  so  called, 
which  spoils  the  subject  of  it:  there  is  a 
care  of  ourselves  which  is  brazen -heart- 
ed and  sordid.  The  idea  of  supervi- 
sion which  I  would  advocate,  and  which 
may  find  a  beautiful  and  practical  illus- 
tration in  the  operation  of  this  scheme 
of  Colonization,  is  not  simply  the  put- 
ting out  of  our  way  that  which  is  dis- 
agreeable to  us;  it  is  not  a  mere  getting 
rid  of  a  poor,  degraded  population  because 
they  are  burdensome;  it  is  not  the  expor- 
tation of  poverty,  ignorance,  misery  and 
helplessness,  to  other  shores  to  shift  for 
itself  as  it  may — to  find  friends  or  to 
starve;  but  we  are  actuated,  as  I  would 
fain  believe,  by  a  law  of  kindness  and  of 
prudence  which  is  worthy  to  be  proclaimed 
abroad,  and  which  deserves  the  respect 
and  support  of  the  entire  American  peo- 
ple— of  the  world.  We  would  exercise 
our  sympathy  and  our  power  kindly  and 
wisely,  having  due  regard  both  toward 
the  free  colored  people  and  ourselves. 

No  one  will  contend  that  we  are  called 
upon,  either  by  the  dictates  of  wisdom  or 
humanity,  to  surrender  the  position  and 
power  which  we  hold,  and  to  change 
places  with  the  colored  race.  The  idea  of 
a  mixed  race,  or  of  a  mixed  government, 
is  absurd.  The  plan  of  organizing  the 
free  colored  people  into  a  distinct  political 
body  on  this  continent  is,  if  possible,  yet 
more  absurd  ;  and  yet  something  must  be 
done ! 

This  Society  aims  at.  the  only  safe,  hu- 
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mane  and  practical  course.  What  it  has 
attempted  to  do,  lias,  thus  far,  been  suc- 
cessfully and  well  done  ;  and  has  proved, 
to  the  full  conviction  of  many,  that,  with 
sufficient  patronage  from  the  people  at 
large,  and  from  the  Government,  the  col- 
onization of  our  free  colored  population  is 
completely  practicable. 

This  American  Colonization  Socisty 
has  undertaken,  with  the  consent  of  a 
considerable  number  of  colored  people 
who  -have  already  put  themselves  under 
its  care,  to  ccupy  the  place  of  a  guardian — 
a  supervisor — to  counsel,  assist,  and  de- 
fend them  ;  they  have  been  removed  from 
a  theatre  where  their  inferiority  of  posi- 
tion must  ever  have  been  felt  with  discour- 
aging and  crushing  weight  ;  they  are  now 
a  free,  happy,  prosperous  people  ;  in  a 
climate  natural  to  them,  and  where  they 
can  walk  erect  among  equals,  and  say  of 
the  soil,  and  of  the  improvements,  and  of 
the  government,  "  these  are  our  man." 

After  what  has  been  said,  so  eloquently, 
here  this  evening,  it  is  neither  necessary 
nor  in  good  taste  for  me  to  enlarge  upon 
the  success  of  this  scheme  of  colonization. 
What  has  been  accomplished  is  a  matter 
of  history,  both  in  respect  of  the  substan- 
tial good  secured  to  the  subjects  of  coloniza- 
tion themselves,  and  the  inestimable  ben- 
efits conferred  on  Africa. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  satisfied,  without 
further  occupation  of  time,  to  have  an- 
nounced what  I  believe  to  be  the  true  prin- 
ciple of  this  noble  enterprise  ;  a  principle 
of  prudence,  virtue,  and  humanity  ;  a  rule 
of  action    indicated  clearly  by  the  Provi- 


dence ofGod,  and  by  the  law  of  Love  to 
the  helpless  who   are  cast  upon  our  care. 

If  all,  or  any  considerable  part,  of  the 
interest  and  of  i he  feverish  and  dangerous 
excitement  will)  which  the  public  mind  is 
agitated,  in  reference  to  the  colored  peo- 
ple among  us,  could  be  directed  into  the 
channel  of  this  Society's  operations  ;  if 
individuals,  the  several  States,  and  the 
General  Government  will  but  bestow  then- 
sympathies,  support,  and  encouragement, 
in  favor  of  this  cause,  as  virtue,  humanity 
and  enlightened  public  policy  seem  to  de- 
mand— then,  indeed,  may  this  Society, 
and  through  this  instrumentality,  the  Am- 
erican people  and  Government,  may  be- 
come the  Goel,  the  Delivf.rek,  of  an  im- 
poverished multitude  at  our  door,  and 
shed  the  light  of  Christianity  and  the  ben- 
efits of  civilization  and  good  government, 
upon  one  of  the  darkest  portions  of  the 
globe. 

We  are  reminded,  by  the  report,  of 
Death's  doings  during  the  last  year  in  the 
ranks  of  the  patrons  and  friends  of  the 
cause.  We  are  ourselves  but  shadows  ; 
our  breath  is  in  our  nostrils  ;  these  throb- 
bing hearts  within  us  are 

" but  muffled  drums, 

Beating  funeral  inarches  in  the  tomb." 

Shall  we  not,  then,  do  well  to  quicken 
our  diligence  ;  to  devote  fresh  energies  to 
a  cause  so  noble  ;  to  endeavor  to  rally 
around  it  all  who  feel  a  sympathy  for  suf- 
fering humanity — often  repeating  the  peti- 
tion in  which  we  have  united  here  this 
evening — that  God  may  continue  to  smile 
upon  this  work  of  our  hands. 
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Address  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer, 


at  the  anniv] 

Washington, 

JrU2.  1853. 
Dear  Sir: — I  owe  yon  an  apol 

g  r  transcript  from  the 
notes  which  yon  so  obligingly  sent  me  from 
the  reporter  of  m]  al    the  animal 

meeting  of  the  18th  of  January. 

ting  as  rapirlly  as  1   usually   do,  I 

am  not  at  a  loss  it  for  some  of 

the  errors  of  these  notes.     I  had  therefore 

ole  address,    from   which 
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Society  alone,  but  our  common  country. 
Like  her  we  have  a  double  calamity  to  de- 
plore. Our  beloved  President,  one  of  the 
earliest  friends,  for  more  than  thirty-six; 
:  zealous,  consistent,  and  most  aide 
champion  of  African  Colonization,  has 
been  taken  from  us,  by  death.  Seldom  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  has  any  nation 
had  occasion,  in  the  brief  compass  of  a 
few  months,  to  mourn  over  so  heavy  a 
calamity,  greatly  aggravated  as  it  is  in  this 


you   will    find  some  passages  omitted,  and     instance,  by  the  recollection,  that,  though 


many  inserted,  that  give  to  it  a  somewhat 
new  dress,  i  have  also  availed  myself  of 
the  time  I  ha  mpelled  by 

indisposition  to  consume,  to  add  by  notes 
of  the  facts  referred  to  in  the  nar- 
rative and  argument  of  the  address,  some 
of  which  may  not  be  uninteresting  or 
useless. 

Yours  truly  and  respectfully, 
C.  F.  MERCER. 
Rev.  W.  McLain, 
Secretary  A.   €.  S. 

After  the  speeches  of  the  Honorable  Mr. 
Everett,  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Read,  Gen'l  Mercer,  the  senior  Vice 
President  in  attendance,  called  Mr.  Whit- 
tlesey to  the  chair,  and  addressed  the 
meeting  in  substance,  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Colonization  Society, 
and  my  most  respected  auditors  : 

You  will,  I  am  confident,  do  me  the  jus- 
tice to  believe  that  had  I  not  been  told,  at 
the  moment  of  enteringyour  presence,  that, 
byan  arrangement,  made  by  our  Directors, 
another  gentleman  much  better  qualified, 
had  consented  to  take  the  place  in  our  pro- 
ceedings, that  had  been  previously  assigned 
to  me,  I  would  not  have  taken  the  chair, 
from  which  you,  Sir,  have  just  kindly  re- 
lieved me,  without  an  expression  of  our 
common  grief  at  the  sad  event,  which  has 
robbed  us  of  the  eminent  statesman  who 
presided  over  our  last  annual  meeting. 

Allow  me  then,  to  congratulate  you.  my 
fellow  citizens,  on  the  earlier  opportunity, 
which  has  been  thus  afforded  you  of  lis- 
tening to  the  very  eloquent  address  with 
which  we  have  just  been  favored. 

And  yet,  I  should  not  feel  that  I  had 
discharged  my  duty,  as  your  presiding 
officer,  if  I  had  silently  passed  by  the  ir- 
reparable bereavement,  with  which  it  has 
pleased  an  inscrutable  Providence  to  visit  our 
Society  during  the  past  year;  and  not  our 


rivals  in  lame,  these  illustrious  men,  whose 
'  mourn,  were,  for  more  than  the 
fourth  of  a  century,  united  in  council  for 
our  common  welfare.  While  we  grate- 
fully though  sadly  dwell  upon  their  past 
services,  it  is  a  somewhat  soothing  conso- 
lation, to  be  able  to  trace  the  many  strik- 
ing resemblances  in  their  lives  ;  their  pur- 
suits, and  the  fortune  which  distinguished 
i hem — that  in  their  youth  they  had  to  con- 
tend with  like  obstacles  to  their  progress  ; 
that  they  early  embraced  the  same  profes- 
sion, and  rose  in  it  to  eminence,  by  the 
same  means,  their  surpassing  eloquence  ; 
:  a  rare  coincidence,  both  were 
distinguished  alike,  at  the  bar,  and  in  the 
Senate;  that  both  readied  the  second  of- 
fice in  the  government  of  their  country, 
and  \rere  regarded,  by  a  large  portion  of 
their  countrymen,  entitled  to  the  first. 
Both  rose  to  distinction,  as  I  have  said, 
by  their  powerful  eloquence,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  it  may  be  truly  said,  that  no 
two  very  great  orators  have'lived,  within 
our  knowledge,  who  less  resembled  each 
other,  in  their  figure,  their  countenances, 
their  personal  address,  their  voices,  then- 
gestures,  or  their  style  and  manner  of  dis- 
course. The  striking  peculiarities  of  each, 
I  must  here  leave  it  to  others  to  portray  ; 
but  1  cannot  omit  noticing  their  common 
felicity  in  being  beloved  by  very  numerous 
and  ardent  friends,  who  delighted  to  man- 
ifest  the  sincerity  of  their  devotion,  in  a 
manner  alike  honorable  to  both.  Both 
too,  atttained  an  advanced  age  ;  both  lived 
to  realize  and  to  acknowledge  the  vanity 
of  all  earthly  applause  ;  and  to  find  that, 
the  most  fortunate  path  of  life,  "  leads  but 
to  the  grave."  Their  descent  to  this  last 
resting  place  of  all  men  was,  happily  for 
them,  and  for  the  example  which  they 
have  left  us,  so  gradual,  and  so  gentle,  as 
to  allow  them,  with  faculties  unimpaired 
by  disease,  to  testify  their  high  sense  of 
the  value  of  religion  ;  and  both  expired  in 
the  assured  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality, 
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founded,  not  on  a  vain  confidence  in  their 
own  merits,  but  on  the  merits  and  atone- 
ment of  a  crucified  Redeemer.  If  useful 
therefore,  and  in   life,  they  were 

not  lessso  in  death,  furnishing  to  infidelity 
i  for   profitable  study,  and   to   the 
humble  christian,   a   confirmation    of  his 
faith. 

in  one  respect,  our  lamented  friends 
Ions:  occupied  dtlferent  relations  to  the 
American  Colonization  Society:  the  one 
joined  us  in  the  days  of  our  prosperity  ; 
and,  although,  on  a  recent  and  memora- 
ble occasion,  he  bore  a  testimony  to  our 
cause*,  which  atoned  for  his  past  indiffer- 
ence, we  cannot  forget  that,  in  the  other, 
we  ever  found,  through  evil,  as  well  as 
good  report,  an  untiring  and  efficient 
advocate.  When  forsaken  by  some  of 
our  early  and  most  distinguished  friends, 
he  remained  faithful  ;  and,  with  that  moral 
courage  which  ever  distinguished  him, 
battled  for  our  cause,  with  a  zeal,  which 
no  desire  of  popular  applause,  no  fear  of 
public  censure,  could  divert,  or  appal. 

The  time  was,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  a 
venerable  friend  near  me  can  testify,  (the 
Rev.  Doctor  Laurie,)  when,  driven  from 
the  Capitol,  we  held  our  annual  meetings 
in  his  distant  church,  and  that  these  meet- 
ings were  not  graced,  as  now,  by  a  crowd- 
ed  and  brilliant  audience.  1  well  remem- 
ber, that  I  had  to  read  our  second  annual 
report,  which,  with  its  appendix,  it  had 
ne  no  little  labor  to  prepare,  to  an 
annual  meeting  of  but  seven  persons  :  one 
of  whom,  now  Piesident  of  the  College  of 
New  Jersey,  was  not  a  member  of  our 
Society,  but  attracted  from  George- 
town,   where    he    then  lived,  by  curiosity 


alone  :  and  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
founders  of  this  Society,  John  Randolph 
of  Roanoke,  who  was  present,  never  after- 
wards attended  one  of  our  annual  nieet- 
lor  did    William    H.    Crawford   of 
a.     The  third  annual  report,  which 
.  ith  the   second    and   the  appendix 
of  each  made  a  volume  of  300  pages,  was, 
in   like  manner,    composed,   and   read    to 
an   annual   meeting  of  less  than    twenty 
persons,  so  little  interest  did  the  members 
of  the  Society  or  the  public  take  in  African 
Colonization. 

Opposition  from  the  north,  more  clamor- 
ous even  than  that  from  the 
assailed  us  at  the  same  moment,  i:p»  .1 
diametrically  opposite  grounds,  alike 
untenable,  indeed,  because  false,  but 
equally  prejudicial  to  an  enterprise,  which 
then  in  its  infancy,  depended  for  its  suc- 
cess exclusively  on  popular  favor,  and 
private  contributions. 

I  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  though  lately, 
seen  a  public  document  of  1086  pages, 
commencing  with  a  report  from  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  a  former  Congress,  in  which  the 
foundation  of  our  African  Colony,  now 
the  recognized  Republic  of  Liberia,  is 
ascribed  to  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  and  the  existence  of  that  Society 
to  Doctor  Finley,  a  pious  clergyman  of 
New  Jersey,  long  since  deceased.  I  have 
als:>  more  recently  read  a  public  address 
delivered  to  the  north  of  that  State,  in 
which  it  is  said  Liberia  is  of  Norther;: 
origin. 

Knowing  these  views  to  be  erroneous, 
and  believing  them  to  be  prejudicial  to  the 
utility  of  the  Society,  where  its  influence 


*Mr.  Webster  on  March  7,  1850,  in  debate  on  the  Compromise  said. 

"  In  my  observations  upon  slavery  as  it  has  existed  in  this  country  and  now  exists. 
I  have  expressed  no  opinion  on  the  mode  of  its  extinguishment,  or  amelioration.  I 
will  say,  however,  though  I  have  nothing  to  propose  on  that  subject  because  I  do  not 
deem  myself  so  competent  as  other  gentlemen  to  consider  it,  that  if  any  gentleman 
from  the  South  shall  propose  a  scheme  of  colonization,  to  be  carried  on  by  the  Gov- 
ernment upon  a  large  scale,  for  the  transportation  of  free  colored  people  to  any  colony 
or  place  in  the  world,  1  should  be  quite  disposed  to  incur  almost  any  degree  oi 
expense  to  accomplish  that  object.  Nay,  Sir,  following  an  example  set  here  more 
than  twenty  years  asro  by  a  great  man,  then  a  Senator  from  New  York,  I  would  return 
to  Virginia,  "through  her,  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  South,  all  the  money  received 
from  the  lands  and  territories  ceded  by  her  to  this  Government,  for  any  such  purpose 
as  to  relieve,  in  whole  or  in  part,  or  in  any  way  to  diminish  or  deal  beneficially  with 
the  free  colored  population  of  th?  Southern  States.  I  have  said  that  I  would  honor 
Virginia  for  her  cession  of  this  territory.  There  have  been  received  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  80  millions  of  dollars,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  ceded 
by  Virginia.  If  this  residue  should  be  sold  at  the  same  rate,  the  whole  aggregate  will 
exceed"200  millions  of  dollars.  If  Virginia  and  the  South  see  fit  to  adopt  any  propo- 
sition to  relieve  themselves  from  the  free  people  of  color  among  them,  they  have  my 
free  consent  that  the  Government  shall  pay  them  any  sum  of  money  out  of  its  proceeds 
which  may  be  adequate  to  the  purpose.  " 
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may,    and    should    be    most     profitably 
directed,  1   propose  in  the  sequel  of  what 
I  s'hal  say  to  bring  them  to  your  notice 
disprove  their  truth. 

Having,  Sir,  reached  this  city  but  one 

i  here,  and  in 

infirm    health,    with    feelings    not   at   all 

improved  by  exposure  to  the  cold  night 

the  adjacent  river,  {  would  ■ 
appeared  before  you  this  evening,  had 
not  a  public  notice  been  given,  though 
without  my  authority,  that  I  was  to  ad 
dress  you,  or  had  I  been  informed  before 
my  place  had  been  so 
much  better  supplied  by  the  Directors  of 
the  Society. 

Being  here,  however,  I  shall  endeavor, 
however  imperfect!)',  to  avail  myself  of 
an  opportunity  which  considering  my 
ed  age,  may  never  again  occur  to 
me  in  like  circumstances,  of  inquiring 
into  tL  sss  of  the  Republic 

of  Liberia  ;  end    to  show   that   both  are 
■  Southern  men  and  southern 
influence. 

The  document  to  which  1  have  referred 
traces  the  origin  of  our  African  Colony, 
as  I  ha  i  Doctor  Finley,  substan- 

tially, in  the  following  terms: 

"  Resolutions  were  more  than  once 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia, 
expressive,  of  the  interest  which  the 
'  lolonization  of  her  free 
colored  population  and,  at  length,  the 
Governor  was  directed,  in  1S1G,  lohen  Dr. 
Finley  was  employed  at  Washington,  in  his 
memorable  enterprise  of  establishing  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  to 
pond  with  the  President  for  the  promotion 
of  that  design  ;  the  assistance  of  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  of  the  States,  was 
invoked  to  the  sums  end.  The"  Society  was 
founded,  in  December,  1816.  It  com 
prised  many  eminent  individuals  from  the 
States.  Virginia,  Maryland,  Ten- 
nessee, and  Georgia,  were  the  first  to  res- 


pond to  the  invitation  invoking  their  assis- 
tance, and  they  passed  resolutions  recom- 
mending the  subject  to  the  country;  and, 
generally  annoum  ed  their  accordance  in  the 
opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  it 
was  desirable  the  United  States  would 
undertake  the  colonization  of  the  free 
people  of  color,  on  the  coast  of  Africa." 

So  much  for  this  Document.  The 
speech  1  have  alluded  to,  simply  averred, 
in  order,  doubtless,  to  conciliate  a  popular 
meeting,  to  the  North,  that  the  Colony  of 
Liberia  was  of  Northern  origin.  To  one 
totally  unacquainted  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  on  the 
subject  of  colonizing  a  part  of  her  colored 
population,  the  language  which  I  have 
quoted  would  make  it  appear  that  Mr. 
Jefferson's  letter  of  1811,  to  John  Lyml, 
was  publicly  known  to  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Virginia,  when  that  body  passed 
the  resolution  of  December,  1816 ;  although 
in  truth  the  letter  was  never  published  nor 
known  until  a  year  after  that  resolution 
had  been  passed, — that  the  resolution  itself 
was  suggested  by  a  knowledge  of  certain 
proceedings  of  Doctor  Finley  at  Wash- 
ington, in  December,  1816,  when  in  fact 
the  resolution  had  long  been  contemplated 
and  preceded  any  knowledge,  whatever, 
of  Doctor  Finley  or  his  occupation  in 
Washington,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption  ; 
that  the  State  of  Virginia  responded  to  an 
invitation  from  Washington  inviting  her 
aid,  in  forming  an  American  Colonization 
Society,  when  in  fact  the  Society  did  not 
exist  until  after  the  State  passed  her  reso- 
lution, by  an"  almost  unanimous  vote  of 
both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  when,  in  truth,  the  co-operation  of  the 
Southern  members  of  the  American  Col- 
onization Society,  in  forming  that  Society, 
was  ascribed  by  every  contemporary 
publication,  to  the  fact,  that  Virginia  had 
already  passed  her  resolution.* 

That  Resolution   passed    the   House  o. 


*  Extract  from  a  pamphlet  published  at  Washington,  the  4th  of  February,  1819, 
entitled,  "  A  view  of  the  exertions  lately  made  for  the  purpose  of  Colonizing  the  free 
people  of  color  on  the  Coast  of  Africa." 

"It  is  already  known  that  the  attention  of  many  intelligent  men  in  the  United  States 
had  been  recently  turned  with  peculiar  force  and  a  corresponding  zeal  and  spirit  of 
perseverance  to  this  subject.  Some  very  important  preparatory  steps  to  such  a  measure 
have  been  taken. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  expedience  of 
colonizing  i'vee  people  of  color,  became  a  subject  of  consideration  with  many  gentlemen 
of  respectability  from  the  different  states. 

The  formation  of  a  co'onization  society  was  therefore  proposed.  Many  were  led 
the  more  readily  to  approve  of  an  institution  of  this  kind,  from  a  knowledge  that  this 
subject  occupies  the  attention  of  many  worthy  citizens,  in  different  states  ;  but  particu- 
larly from  the  consideration  which  had  been  bestowed  upon  it,    by  the  Legislature  of 
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Delegates  on  the  14th  of  December, 
Mine  days  before  the  Society  had  agreed  to 
any  organization  whatever,  and  the  Senate 
ek  before  that  organization  was 
effected.  But  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Clay, 
notwithstanding  the  note  affixed  to  it 
without  his  authority  undoubtedly  trans- 
fers to  another  gentleman,  Elias  B.  Cald- 
well, tin  i  of  forming  any  society 
whatever  ;  while  that  of  Air.  Harrison  of 
Lynchburg  incontestable  proves  that  as 
early  as  March,  1816,  the  knowledge  had 
transpired  of  the  passage  of  the  Virginia 
resolutions  of  1801, 1804- '5,  facts  carefully 
concealed  by  the  legislature  which  passed 
those  resolutions,  until  the  last  of  Febru- 
ary,   18 1G.     It   was  as  generally   known 


throughout  Virginia  and  elsewhere,  that 
i  esolutions,  which  had 
been  passed  in  secret  session,  would  be 
publicly  attempted,  at  the  ensuing  session 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

Amoi  lies  at  the  11th  annual 

meetin  >  Colonization  So- 

ciety, helil   in  the  f  the    United 

ily  19th,  1828,  was  one  deliv- 
ered by  J.  B.  Harrison,  Esq.  the  represent- 
ative of  the  Auxiliary  Society  of  Lynch- 
burg, Virginia,  of  which  thefollowing  are 
literally  extracted. 

"Virginia  and  the  South  had  a  right  to 
demand  of  us  explicit  avowals  on  sev- 
eral heads  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  believe 
that  the  votes  often  passed  by  the  Society, 


a  highly  respectable  sister  state  (Virginia.)  As  the  following  preamble  and  resolution 
were  approved  by  the  House  of  DelegaUs  of  that  state  previous  to  the  first  meeting 
for  the  formation  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  it  will  be  proper  to  introduce 
them  in  this  place. 

Extract. —  [Whereupon  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  being  offered  by 
Mr.  Mercer  of  Loudoun,  and  amended,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House,  ayes  137, 
noes  9.] 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  have  repeatedly  sought  to  obtain  an 
Asylum  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States  for  such  persons  of  color  as  had 
been,  or  might  be  emancipated  under  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  but  have  hitherto 
found  all  their  efforts  frustrated,  either  by  the  disturbed  state  of  other  nations,  or  do- 
mestic causes  equally  unpropitious  to  its  success. 

They  now  avail  themselves  of  a  period  when  peace  has  healed  the  wounds  of  hu- 
manity, and  the  principal  nations  of  Europe  have  concurred,  with  the  Government  of 
tin  United  States,  in  abolishing  the  African  Slave  Trade,  (a  traffic  which  this  Com- 
monwealth, both  before  and  since  the  revolution,  zealously  sought  to  terminate,)  to 
renew  this  effort,  and  do  therefore  Resolve,  that  the  Executive  be  requested  to  corres- 
pond with  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  pnrpose  of  obtaining  a  territory 
upon  the  shore  of  the  North  Pacific,  or  at  s  mie  other  place  not  within  any  of  the 
Slate  or  territorial  governments  of  the  United  States,  to  serve  as  an  asylum  for  such 
peisons  of  color,  as  are  now  free,  and  may  desire  the  same,  and  for  those  who  may 
be  hereafter  emancipated  within  this  Commonwealth  ;  and  that  the  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  exert 
their  best  efforts  to  aid  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  the  attainment  of  the  above 
object  ;  Provided,  that  no  contract  or  arrangement  respecting  such  territory  shall  be 
obligatory  on  this  Commonwealth  until  ratified  by  the  Legislature.] 

1  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  an  extract  from  the  journal  of 
the  House  of  Delegates  of  Saturday,  December  14th,   1816. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  3d  day  of  February,  1852. 

S.  G.  TUCKER,  C.  H.  D. 
and  Keeper  of  the  Rolls  of  Virginia. 

This  pamphlet  professes  to  give  the  entire  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  which  followed 
on  the  23d  of  December,  taken  chiefly  from  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  24th. 
They  consist  of  the  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  a  much  longer  one  of  Elias  B.  Caldwell,  followed 
by  a  few  remarks  from  John  Randolph  of  Roanoke,  and  Robert  Wright  pf  Maryland. 
The  name  of  Mr.  Finley  nowhere  appears  in  its  proceedings,  which  are  subscribed 
by  H.  Clay,  as  chairman,  who  was  then  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
Thomas  Dougherty,  clerk  of  the  House,  who  acted  as  secretary  of  the  meeting.  At  a 
subsequent  meeting,  held  four  days  after,  the  constitution  of  the  society  was  formed  ; 
and  the  Reverend  Robert  Finley  was  requested  to  close  the  meeting  with  prayer.  On 
the  1st  of  January,  1817,  the  Society  was  organized  by  the  election  of  its  officers.  But 
of  these  proceedings,  being  in  the  City  of  Richmond,  at  the  time  of  their  occurrence, 
I  was  not  informed,  till  long  after  they  had  occurred,  and  the  name  of  Mr.  Finley 
wholly  escaped  my  notice,  though  it  appears  at  the  end  of  '.he  list  of  the  Vice  Presidents 
then  chosen. 
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with  reference  to  misrepresentations  of  its 
views,  are  the  candid  sentiments  of  every 
individual  of  the  Society."  Perhaps,  how 
ever,  the  most  urgi  I   to  Virginia, 

is  to  be  made  by  showing  her,  that  ihe  So- 
ciety was  instituted  in  furtherance  of  a 
feeling  excited  by  I  ture,  and  that 

the  plan  of  this  association  is  exactly  that 
originated  by  herself,  in  its  object,  in  its 
scope,  its  adjuncts,  in  its  inevitable  ten 
dencies,  and  in  its  liability  to  possible  col- 
lateral dangers.  Nor  was  this  plan  rashly 
originated  by  herself:  the  project  had  been 
shown  through  the  State  from  March  till 
December,  and  was  finally  adopted  with 
hardly  a  dissenting  voice,  in  the  "  General 
Jlssembly*"  "At  all  events,  I  think  it  is 
not  premature  for  us  to  premise  that,  lie- 
fore  many  years,  if  the  authorship  of  the 
plan  imply  responsibility,  Virginia  will  be 
ready  to  bear  it .  if  it  impart  honor,  Vir- 
ginia will  claim  it." 

"  It   is    no    sickly   sympathy    tfa; 
"brought  us  here,  or  overheated  enthusi- 
"  asm  which  holds  us  together.    Of  all  the 
"achievements  of  I  this  will  be  the 

-i.  for  it  will  arise  out  of  cal 
"  victiou,  a  feeling  of  patriotism,  not  yet 
"pressed  with  fear  of  immediatedanger, 
"  and  a  forecast  that  looks  far  ahead. 
"  Its  object  the  whole  world  will  regard 
"  of  a  magnitude  scarcely  ever  exceeded.  " 
"This  day  the  report  puts  to  flight  every 
ig   doubl  :  ilitv  of 

the  plan.'' — 16th  and  18th  pages  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Ike  Wl'i  annual  m 

And  here  I  will  coi  narrative 

of  the  mode  in  wh  Ige  of  the 

existence  of  those  resolutions  w 
and  of  the  consequences  then  restd 

BeiiiH;  in   the  hmond,  in  at- 

tendance on  the  House  of 
which  1  had  beei 

and  quietly  seated,  late  in  February,  ]>--16, 
with  a  .  .in   an   apartment 

which  we  had  long  shai 
gentleman  in 

visited   us   and   abruptl;  ied,  that 

"Mr.  /.  a  constuniii 

well  as  y  attached   ■ 

son,  promptly  resented  this  accusation,  in 

very  in 

mate  with   hin 

order  to  draw  hi  friend,  I 

challenged   him    to 

his  chai  time  an 

utter  disbelief  of  ii  reply  to 

mewa   . 

. 
apian  for  colonizing  he 


tion  ;  but  when  repeatedly  applied  to  by 
the  legislature  of  the  state,  to  carry  it  into 
effect,  he  ha!  coldly  evaded  their  a 
cation."  Never  havingheard  of  any  such 
!,  by  the  body  of  which  I  had  been 
so  long  a  member,  [  questioned  the  fact,  and 
was  referred,  for  its  proof,  to  the  clerk  of 
the  senate,  of  which  body  my  visitor  had 
long  been  a  member,  and  told  "  to  inquire 
for  the  secret  journals  of  the  years  1S00,  '1, 
'4,  and  '5." 

When  I  met  this  gentleman,  the  ensu- 
ing  day,  I  reminded  him  of  his  late  con- 
versation, supposing  as  I  really  did,  that 
his  memory  usually  very  faithful,  had  for 
saken  him.  He  assured  me  that 
he  had  correctly  quoted  the  secret  journals 
of  transactions  which  had  occurred  while 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Senate,  although  he 
regretted  that  he  had  thoughtlessly  done  so 
since  the  resolutions  had  been  passed  with 
closed  doors  and  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
had  never  been  removed. 

Thus  assured,  I  called  on  the  clerk,  who 
as  incautiously  shewed  me  those  journal, 
containing  not  only  the  resolutions  in 
question,  but  the  correspondence  to  which 
they  gave  rise  at  different  periods  between 
Governor  Monroe,  and  Page,  with  Mr. 
Jefferson,  when   President  of   the  U.   S. 

I  imputed  the  failure  of  those  resolu- 
tions as  I  now  t\^,  to  tiie  secrecy  with 
which  all  knowledge  of  them  had  been 
concealed  from  the  public.  Being  under 
no  restriction,  myself,  I  communicated 
their  existence  and  the  contents  of  the 
correspondence  to  which  they  s>  ive  rise  to 
all  my  acquaintances  of  both  houses  of 
the  General  Asembly,  \ 
had  ever  heard  of  them,  and  1 
self  if  re-elected  to    the  House  of  1> 

i  do  so 
as  the   session    of  the    L  which 

finally  adjourned  on  the  29th  of  February, 
1816,"  was  to  expire  in  a  few  days.  How 
widely  the  discovery  thui  ..as  im- 

mediately   spread   through     th 
manifest  from    the   speech    deliver;.  I 
Virginia  delegate  at  the  11th  annual  meet- 
ing of  this  So 

ntral  city  of   the    State,  and  . 
from  its  Capitol. 

Shortly    after   the    adj  of  the 

ture,  1  itami 

i  ise  of  i!, 
tatives,  winch  then  s  it    in   th 
dir.g  w 

place  of  the  splendid    Hall   d 
the  British  in  1814, 
intimate  aoqui 
clerk  of  the  Supreme  G  hT.   S. 
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a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  Francis  S. 
Key,  a  resident  of  Georgetown  but  a  native 
of  Maryland.  Upon  my  communicating 
to  them  the  resolutionsOf  Virginia,  and  my 
determination  to  renew  them,  at  tiie  en- 
suing session  oft)  I  ture,  should  I 
be  re-elected  a  member  of  that  body,  they 
both  expressed  their  deepest  interest  in  my 
purpose,  and  assured  me  of  their  zealous 
co-operation,  in  effecting  it.  Mr.  Key 
promptly  declared  that  if  I  persevered  in  it 
he  would  return  to  Maryland  and  obtaining 
if  possible  a  seat  in  her  legislature  offer  a 
similar  resolution,  of  tiie  success  of  which 
he  would  have  no  doubt. 


Mr.  Caldwell,  my  former  schoolfellow 
at  Princeton    coll  ifested   no  lefss 

lis  duty 
to  his  family,  who  v  ere  dependent  on  his 
office,  would  restrain  him  from  leaving 
v."-    I    ngton,     ; ■;.■:      :  us   friends  and 

acquaintances  in  his  native  state  and  es- 
pecially among  the  clergy  of  his  own 
religious  denomination,  would  enable  him 
to  promote  our  common  views,  as  he 
would  gladly  do. 

How  faithfully  both  those  gentlemen 
redeemed  their  pledges  the  history  of  the 
colonization  society  and  of  the  colony  of 
Liberia  abundantly  testifies.* 


*  Elias  Boudinot  Caldwell,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  for  a  twelvemonth  my 
schoolmate,  graduated  at  the  commencement  of  the  College  at  Princeton,  in  179C,  in  the 
same  class  with  William  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  Philip  G.Pendleton,  of  Virginia. 
Robert  G.  Foisyth,  and  John  McPherson  Berrien,  of  Georgia.  His  mother  was 
killed  during  the  revolutionary  war  by  a  ball  from  a  British  musket  while  she  held  him 
an  infant  in  her  arms.  He  was,  along  with  the  youngest  son  of  General  Hugh  Mercer, 
who  fell  at  Princeton,  adopted  and  educated  by  the  United  States.** 

Francis  S.  Key,  a  native  of  Maryland,  but  an  inhabitant  of  Georgetown,  at  the 
period  here  mentioned,  afterwards  removed  to  Washington,  where  he  rose  to  the  head 
of  his  profession  and  died  in  the  office  of  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

He  was  a  poet  as  well  as  a  most,  eloquent  advocate,  and  among  the  best  hymns  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  are  many  of  his  composition.  Of  that  church  he  lived  and 
died  a  pious  and  most  exemplary  member,  universally  beloved  and  regretted.  To  his 
country  he  bequeathed  an  imperishable  legacy,  in  thp  best  national  son;;  she  now  has. 
John  Randolph  in  one  of  his  letters  desired  me  to  remember  him  to  the  best  and  to 
the  wisest  man  in  America,  intending  to  denote  by  the  one.  Francis  S.  Key,  then 
riving  in  Georgetown,  and  ttufus  King;  a  senator  from  New  York,  who  with  myself 
and  others  made  his  abode  there  during  many  sessions  of  Congress. 

**  Extract  from  a  speech  of  J\Ir.  Clay  at  the  10th  JInnual  Meeting  of  the  Society  heldin 
the  Hall  of  the  Home  of  Rrprtsintutives  on  the   20/A  of  January,  1827. 

"In  allusion  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Caldwell,  it  is,  now,  said  Mr.  Clay,  a  tittle  upwards 
of  ten  years,  since  a  religious,  amiable,  and  benevolent  resident  of  this  city,  first  con- 
ceived the  .  :a  Colony, .from  the  United*  States,  of  free1  people  of  color 
on  the  Western  shores  of  Africa.  He  isnomore  ;  ant|  igy  which  could 
be  pronounced  oil  lorn,  would  be  to  inscribe  upon  his  tomb,  the  merited  epitaph"" 
"Here  lies  the  projector  of  the  American  Colonization  Society."  Among  those  to 
whom  he  communicated  the  project  was  the  person  who  has  now  the  honor  of  ad- 
dressing you.  M  y  ilist  impressions  like  those  of  all  who  Lave  not  fully  investigated 
the  su-bject,  were  against  it.  They  yielded  to  his  earnest  persuasions  and  my  own  re- 
flections :  and  I  fully  agreed  with  him  that  the  experiment  was  worth  a  fair  trial.  A 
meeting  of  i  Ued,oVganized  as  a  deliberate  body  and  a  constitution 
was  formed.  The  .Society  went  into  operation.  He  lived  to  see  the  most  encourag- 
ing progress  in  its  exertions  and  died  in  full  confidence  of  iis  complete  success." 

More  than  twelve  months  after  the  formation  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
I  first  heard  of  Doctor  Fmley,  whom  1  never  knew  personally,  and  that  to  him  was 
imputed  the  origin  of  the  Colony  in  Africa,  then,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  with- 
out a  name. 

The  recollection  of  Mr.  Clay  disclosed  in  his  touching  allusion  to  the  death  of  Mr. 
Caldwell,  corresponds  with  the  facts,  I  have  stated,  on  my  own  recollection.  Un- 
willing as  I  am,  to  take  from  the  venerable  clergyman,  whose  name  I  have  mentioned, 
any  credit  whatever,  that  may  he  due  to  his  memory;  though  it  were  to  enhance  that 
iiriy  native  State,  to  whom,  1  have,  on  all  occasions,  and  at  all  times,  hitherto,  as- 
<!  Hie  ongin  of  the  firtt  public  resolution  adopted  by   any  legislative    body,  what- 
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The  Legislature  of  Virginia  which 

oday  ia  December, 

;il. ltd  in  ]816,  on  17th  Novel 

Although  no  time  was   lost  in   preparing 

ilution,  which  with  somesljghl  modi- 

equently   adopted,   there 

were  two  influential  members  of  the  House 

of  Delegates,  of  whose  support    there  was 

some  doubt.     At  the  express  desire  of  one 

of  them,  the  resolution  was  kept  back  until 

the  12th  of  December,  while  its  author  was 

diligentl  ed  in  making  interest  for 

i  ts  SUI 

For  greater  despatch,  it  was  preceded 
by  a  motion  to  close  the  doors  of  the  House 
<>f  Delegates,  so  that  it  was  submitted  fol- 
iation in  secret  session,  and 
adopted  after  the  debate  of  a  day,  by  a 
y  of  132  votes  out  of  146.  On  the 
14th  of  December,   the  n   of  s'e- 

vas  removed,  and  the  i 
i  he    Senate.     It   passed   that    body. 


after  a  delay  occasioned  by  other  business, 
on  the  23d  of  December,  with  but  one  dis- 
senting voice.  Such  is  a  detailed,  and  I  fear 
to  my  audience  a  very  tedious  histo 
the  Virginia  resolution.  It  passed  without 
any  knowledge  of  a  movement  in  Washing- 
ton   to    form    an    American    Colon 

,  or  of  the  existence  of  Dr.  Finley. 
During  its  consideration   in    the   Hous-e 
,   I  received  a  letter  from-Mr. 
Key,  which  did    I  now    possess    it  would 
save  a  part  of  my  present  narrative.    I  lent 
the  letter  to  Captain  Richard  F.  Stockton, 
one  of  the  present  senators    from  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  many  years  ago,  on  learn- 
ing from  him  in  this  city,  that  he  intended 
to  write  a  history  of  our  Colony  ;  and  with 
it  1  gave  him  for  his  use,  a  small  collection 
-,  on  Africa,  which  with  the  journal 
of  the  lamented  Mills,  furnished  the  basis  of 
the    appendix    to    the    2d  and    3d   Annual 
Reports. 


e   to    African    Colonization,  I  i  1st   the   evidence   which    I    have 

here  furnished  of  the  true  origin  of  the  colony  of 

But  tive  Would  be  very  imperfect,  if  U  I  '  ere.     Another  and  a   much 

must  be  acknowledged,  to  have  afforded  its  necessary  aid,  to  ori- 
ain  our  African  Colony.      Before    I  trace  its  action,   allow   me   to   say, 
that  1  think  it  more  than  doubtful,   if  file  creation  of  the  Colonization  Society,  whether 
throe.  of  the  pious  Caldwell,  or  of  Doctor  Finley,  has   at  all    advanced 

pect  whatever,  tl  '-.Ionization.     It   certainly  startled  the 

a  who  had  not  foreseen  it,  and  it  aroused  the  opposition  not  only 
me  of  her  leadjng    stati  ut   of  those   of  nearly   all   the    States  south    of 

T  such  vital  interest  to  ihem  all,  thrown    open   to   the  public 
!    the  United  States,  and  to  the  interfer- 
ence of  other  counsellors  and  agents  than    their  own   Governments.     Some   ill  judged 
speeches,  at  more  than  one  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  some  public  essays,  e.udy 
islatures  including  that  of  Georgia,  against  our  enterprise.     It  is 
•  no  means  certain,  that  ia  tve  been  earlier  planted, 

and  more  securely  fortified  against  external  danger,  if  the  several  States  had  been  left,  and 

irately  or  in  conjunction  with    tie   United    States,   to  act    upon  the  see 

Man  ted   since    1805,  and    with  success.     One  truth,  I    proceed 

next  to  establish,   that  the   Colonization  Society    f  !  it   was   obviously,  on  the 

Virginia   resolution   of  December.  1816,    m  utterly  failed  in   its  purpose,  but 

as  incident    I  led  it  ly  the   0  s   Government. 

iciety    was    organized,  which    was  not  until  1st  of 

uary,  1817,  by  the  election  of  its  officers,  and  I    was  released  from  other  duties,    I 

he  several  counties  of  the    i  i  I    which    1 

:  i  that  of  \  ere  in  like  man- 

lultiplied  in  two  of  the  adjacent  di  h  in  one  of  them  not  without  en- 

I  was   this   in  the  town  of  I  org, 

ii  the  morning  of  one  day  veil 

nt  the  very  next. 

The  e:  end    Burgess    having    been    started    on 

i  replace  tl;  to  Baltimore  in    the  summer  of  1818, 

ity,  who    introduced  me  to    its  citizens 

•  ipal  streets  a  sul  scripl,ion  of 

1700  dollars.     The  Rev.  Mr.    |  i  feade,  of  Virginia*  at  the    same  time 

criptton    somewhat  larger,  chiefly  from  his  own    \  atiyes  and 

hbors  in  the  County  of  Frederick.     These  two  sums  very  far  exceeded  in  amount 

all  that  was  subscribed  elsewhere   prior  to   tie'   return   of  Mr.  Burgess    from  Africa 

with  t  I  of  his  deceased  associate,  Mr,  Mills. 
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I  twice  wrote  to  Captain  Stockton  for  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Key,  but  understood  from 
him,  that  he  could  not  find  it. 

But  after  discharging  the  expen 
teridant  on  the  yoy:  of   Messrs. 

and  Burgess,  by  way  of  England,   to   Af- 

,  and  of  the  return  of  Mr.  Bi 
the  same    circuitous   mute,  of  what  avail 
could  the   small   unexpended    residue,  less 
than  3,000  dollars,  of  (hose 
but  partially  collected,  in  plantinga  colony 
of  sufficient  strength  for  their  own    pro 
tion  on  the  desert  and  sava  '  Af- 

rica ;  although  still  frequented  by  the    ac- 
cursed, slave  trade. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Mills  represented 
the  island  ofSherbro  near  Sierra  Leone,  as 
a  suitable  site  for  the  contemplated  co- 
lony :  but  three  years  had  elapsed,  and  the 
actual  receipts  of  the  treasury  of  the  So- 
ciety manifested  i's  total  inability  to  sei 
foot  such  an  enterprise.  No  return  of 
those  receipts  and  of  the  expenditures  of 
the  Society  was  made  to  any  ann 
ing,  prior  to  the  4th  ;  when  from  the 
Treasurer's  accounts  it  appe  ired,  that  very 
little  more  than  9,000  dollars  had  been 
received  by  him  ;  and  that  in  a  period  of 
14  months,  following  the  2ist  of  January, 
16:1].  ;  he  had  received  of  new  subset"] 
less  than  750  dollars. 

The    Virginia    resolution    of   1P16   had 
never  been   communicated    to  the  Gen 
Government,  officially,  nor  to  the   Re 
sentativ.es     of    the    .State   of  Virginia   in 
i-ess. 

Madisonvventoutof.il 
the  3d  oT  1817:  but   never  it   is 

believed    received    tl.  ion        Air. 

.-.  ho    succeeded  him  tli 
,  certainly  never  did.       What   became 
of  it,  I    !'■!.'■  i-'      -      to    le  ir'n.     To    its  fate 
the  :'  key. 

A  very  eminent  and  influential  member  of 
the    House   of  i   li  id    evid 

Ided  but  a  reluctant   assent    to  the  Vir- 
ginia resolution.  He  represented  Afrk 
a  san  ,  its  natives  a 

,  and  the  cost  of;  from   Vir- 

i  as  not  less  than  200  di  11 
for  : 

preference    pf  the    IN 
'  the  U.  S.  for   tli 

I/,    and    to    avui 

the   . 

in    the    Virginia  it  to 

read  ",7/Vtc«  or    elsewi 
no    design    whatever   on    the    p 
tidier  their  pi 

inent   for   the    site  of  tlieii 

e  other   consider 


to  the  expressed  object  of  the   resolution, 
conspired  to  recommended    Africa  to  their 
favorable  regard.     The  di 
tleman  who  preferred  a  d 
but  voted  for   the   n     ilution,  was  i 
a "representative  of  Virginia    in    the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  and  became  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on   foreign    relations 
of  that   body,  the   author  of    a   printed 
report  of  twelve  closely   printed  pages,  on 
memorials,  and  sundry  resolutions 
of  various  States,    i  to  Con- 

gress the  American  Coloni  iety;as 

a  proper  object  of  the  national  bounty  and 
protection.       This    very  elaborate   report, 
wound  up  with  the    following 
"Much  better  would  it  be,  for  the  peace  and 
Ci  goed  order  of  society,  if  the   goveri 
"  instead  s  aid,  and  extending 

"  ist  protection  to  such  an  institution, "(re- 

ig  to  the  Ami  onization  So- 

"  ciety,)  "should  take    the  whole  subject, 
"  at  once    in    its  own  'lands,  and  r 
"  it   in    the  custom  -    by    agents 

;tly  responsible  to  i  and  to 

"theStates.  This,"]  mmiftee 

i  e  the  United  States  <</. 
"  not  to  do;  and  as  they  cannot  assist,  they 
"  ought  not  'o  count  emma  the  plans 

ion  ;  but  sh 
"  dealt  with  by  the  irereign- 

"  ties,  as  to  til 

Without  approving  of  the  vii 
report,   which    arri' 
much  al  war  with  the  opii 
neh-t  Judges — Marshall 'and  Wi 
both  of  Virginia — a 
Jefferson,    Madison    and    Monroe   i 
same  States — ,they  may   servi 
for  the  total   i 

ding  its 

ure.      The' report  of  the  committee 

the  fact,  that   Geo 

the  benevolent  purpose  of  the  Society,  had 
shortly  a  ith  Carolina. 

in  prote  of  the 

General  Gov'erntnenl  to  favor  its  operations. 
Even  Maryland,  as  i  hai 

led,  in    on!; 
Cape  Palmas  an    indep 

inky  of  Cape    M  <  .    and   al 

the  meridian    ,  Parent 

i 

1  union  with 
:'  her  own  citize 

While  the   '  •        I  have 

shown,    rem;  the    return  i 
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3  from  Africa,  paralyzed  for  want 
offunds  to  carry  on  its  operatioi  s,  an 
event  occurred,  which  through  its  ultimate 
orded  it  uniooked  for  re- 
lief, i  Crawford,  Secretary 
of  the  Treas  Vice  Pres 
the  Society,  read  ! 

-   sale  of  more  than 
SO  AfVi 

]y  liberated  froma  slave  ship,  and  communi- 
cated the  intelligence  of  the  actual  sale 
of  a  greater  number  similarly  circu 
ced;  theprocei  I  of  which  sales,  to  the 
l  rested  in  the 
State  Treasury  uni  i  d.  This  start- 

ling    intelligence     dot  tonished 

others,  as  it  did   me.      Mr.    Crav, 
commended    that    the   Managers     of    the 
American  Colonization  Socier 
media  t  I    to   repair  to 

Milledgeville    will  .  in    order    to 

arrest    the    sale    of   the    captives  recently 
advert:  ing   those    already 

lost,    to    solicit  of 
the  State  of  Gi  er  to  the    So- 

ciety,   for    its     benevolent    use,    of    the 
$50,000  lying  in  the  tr 

lidrizing 

.   .  expressly  provided  that  if  prior 

to    any    sale,    of    any    recap 

the  Colonization  Society  would   im 

country,  and 

incurred  by  :.'. 

from     their 

they  should   be    deliver,  d 

.   erited. 
The  I!'  merously  ac- 

. 

but  he 
!    those 

.     Nor 
I     been    since    effected, 
ly  urged  upon    the 
if  the   State    by  the   P 

e  of  the  U\ 

1  d  me  to 
rider  which  the  act 

■    navy  in  the 
and 


18.07,1  libit  the 

■ 
to  abolish  that  traffic.     But  while  this  act, 


and  that,  in  addition  to  it,  which  passed  on 
the  20th  of  April,  1818,  imposed  heavy 
penalties,  greatly  augmented  by  the  latter, 
upon  all  persons,  who   n  .  or  pur- 

I  y   recaptured    African,   n 
those  captives,    when  brought   in    to  any 
■    territory,    at    the  disposal   of  its 
mre  :  and  provided  t; 
ture  or  p  -II  attach    to  -my   seller, 

or  purchaser,  under  the  authority  of  such 
the  Stale  or  territory    may 
make.      So  that  in    truth,  while   these  acts 
of  1807  and  1818,  prohibit  the  slave  trade, 
Ming  or    pu  ■    recap- 

tured African  Negt 

ral  States  and  Territories  were  by 
errriitted  to  carry  on  the  condemned 
traffic  for  their  own  htrofit. 

ha,  Georgia, 
Alabama  and  Louisiana,  availed  them- 
selves of  this  permission,  and  divided  the 
of  the  trade,  between  themselves 
and  the  captors.  In  the  last  three  if  not 
in  all  of  thes'e  States,  sales  were  actually 
made,  and  the  victims  of  the  traffic  r 
ed  to  hereditary  slavery,  I  -n  titled 

I  lie  slave  trade. 
liberal  com;  [  to  the 

.  it  is  not  to  be  wondered,  I 

variably,  taken  to 
some  one  o!  those  states. 

While  my  friend  and  former  schoolmate, 
Elias  B.  are  he 

ity,  oc- 
cupied b 

fprepai     ■•   its  se- 
cond an 

ama^e- 

ions  of  laws  1  had  not 

.  I  avail- 

.  ,  to    the  s 
tenc\r  of  the  title  of  the 
gressof  1807  an  1  1818,  with  those   extra- 
ordinary ,      tion.     My  per- 

.  Floyd, 

December,  1818,  a.  hiemberof  the 

Committee  on  trade,    I   lmd  no 

in  prevail  .    I  i   unite 

with  us,  in  fi  trted  to 

Committee,    t"    repeal    t! 

it  witli  the  avowed   policy   of  the 
United  Stal 
This  bill  was  promptly  prepared,  and 
i  the  13th  oi"  Jan- 
iid  an- 
nual   report.  d    by  a   memorial 
from  the  Society,  and  making  together  a 
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very  large  document,  bad  reached  the 
House,  by  whose  i  rder  both  were  to  be 
printed.* 

This  bill  which  afterwards  became  the 
act  of  1819,  effected  a  total  change  in  the 
pre-existing  laws  on  the  subject  of  .the  slave 
trade.  It  gave  additional  vigor  to  the 
Navy,  and  repealed  the  authority  given  to 
the  several  Slates  and  Territories,  to  dis- 
pose of  the  captives  made  by.it,  at  their 
pleasure.  It  left  in  full  force  the  forfeiture 
of  not  less  than  $3000,  and  the  i  enalty  of 
not  less  than  three  years  imprisonment  for 
selling  or  purchasing  one  of  the  captives. 
[t  allowed  to  the  captors,  for  every  negro 
liberated  from  slave  ships  and  landed  in 
the  United  States, a  bounty  of  twenty  .-five 
dollars  :  it  provided  that  all  such  lil 
Africans  should  be  taken  under  the  spe- 
cial protection  and  care  of  the  marshals  of 
the  several  States  and  Territories,  and 
maintained  at  the  e  if  the  United 

States,  until  they  could  be  restored  to  their 
native  country.  It  authorized  the  Presi- 
dent to  appoint  one  or  inr.ie  agents  residing 
on  the  African  coast,  to  receive  them,  and 
appropriated  100, ODD  dollars  to  carry  the 
act  into  effect. 

The  bill  awaited  the  return  of  the  second 
report  from   the  d   after- 

wards, slept  in  the  committee  of  the 
in  the  absence  of  Doctor  Floyd,  who  had, 
by  leave  of  the  House,  gone  to  his  distant 
home,  ill  Virginia,  in  consequence  of  the 
ill  health  of  a  member  of  Ins  family.  At 
length,  on  the  first  of  March,  it  had  made 
so  many  friends,  that  a  motion  prevailed 
to  postpone  all  the  prior  orders  of  the  day 
to  take  it  up,  in  committee  of  the  while. 
whence  it  was  the  next  day  reported,  and 
came  up  for  debate. 

The  chairman,   a    member  from  South 
Carolina,  in  wluj.se  hands  it  was  deemed  to 
.  Doctor  Floyd  being  still  ab- 
sent, urged  me  to  abandon  it,  on  the 
that  it  was  too  late  in   the   session,  to   ex- 


pect it  to  pass  both  Hon  that  he 

deemed  it  less  efficient  than  the  existing 
law,  since  it  greatly  reduced  I 
sation  of  the  captors  of  the  enslaved  ne- 

and,  to  that  extent  diminished  the 
liici'htii  es  of  our  naval  officers  to  a  zealous 
discharge  of  their  duty. 

To  this  appeal,  I  could  not  assent.  The 
bill  readily  passed  through  the  committee 
of  the  whole  ;  and  the  same  day,  through 
the  House,  also,  notwithstanding  an  effort 
made  by  a  Virginia  member  to  defeat  it. 
On  the  2d  of  March,  the  day  ensuing, 
it  was  carried  over  to  the  Senate,  on  the 
third,  the  day  after,  returned  to  the  House, 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  the  House 
immediately  concurred,  i  hi  it  be- 

came a  law  by  the  approval  of  the  President. 
1  have  Leen   thus  particular,  Mr.  Chair- 
man,  in  reciting  the  history  of  this  act  of 

s,  because  I  ascribe  t 
construction  which  it  received 
from  the  President,  the  success  of  the  Col- 
ony, now  tli r-  Republic  of  ■'  iberia.  In 
this  opinion,  I  am  sustain 
mpnl  of  the  Society  itself,  pronounced 
when  this  Republic  received  its  name  of 
Liberia,  and  its  chief  city  and  present 
capital,  that  of  Monrovia,  at  the  instance 
of  one  of  the  first  orators. t'i, 
his  native  State,  has  produced.  I  mean 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  then  a  private 
citizen  of  Maryland  though  once  her  Sena- 
tor in  C<  lier  period  of 
his  life  an  inhabitant  of  South  Carolina, 
and  for  some  years  one  of  her  representa- 
tives in  the  same  body.f 

On  the  17th  of  December,  following  the 
act  of  March,  1819,  and  shortly  after  his 
annual  m  lie  President,  by  a  special 

communication  to  each  House  of  Congress, 
d    them   that  "  some   doubt   bei  ng 
"entertained,    respecting   the    meanj 

i  of  last session,  'in  addition  to  tile,  acts 

Uing  the  Start:  Tiade,'  he  though) 
"  proper  to  state  the  ihterpretati*  n  he  had 


*By  attaching  the  reports  to  memorials  as  accompanying  documents  the  Sot  iety  was 
saved  a  considerable  expensein  printing  the  first  three  annual  reports  w  th  their  volumi- 
nous appendixes. 

f Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  1th  annual  meeting  held  at  the  Supreme  Court  Room 
in  ike  Capitol  em  Friday  Ike  '-lUlh  February,  1824. 

Genl.  Harper  having  named  the  Colony  Liberia,  with  the  approbation  of  the  meet- 
ing, agam  rose  and  said:  "I  will  now  offer  another  resolution  of  a  similar  character, 
but  with  a  different  object.     It  is  not  only  to  give  a  name  to  tl  ■'•   town  in 

•  air  in  il  the  same  time  to  mark  the  gratitude  of  this  Society  to  that 

.<::■■  '    d   individual  to  whom  it  is  more   indebted,  than  to  any  other 

single  man.     It   is   perfectly   \vell   known,  that   but  for  the  favorable  use  he   has  been 
sed  to  make  at  powers  confided  to  him  (a  use  as  wise  as  it  was  liberal) 

all  our  attempts  and  effort's  must  have  been  unavailing.     No  means  that  we  poss< 
or  could  ha  sed  would,  have  proved  adequate  without  his  aid.     As  an  acknow- 

ledgment for  his  high  and  useful  services,  I  make  the  following  motion: 

Resolved .  that  the  town  laid  out  and  established  at  Liberia  shall  be  called  and  known 
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"  given  it.  and  the  measures  intended  to 
"  carry  it  into  effect  ;  that  Congress 
il  may  should  ;*  be  deemed  advisable  am efld 
fore  further  proceeding  is  had  under 
"  it.  T<>  the  President's  liberal  interpreta- 
tion, which  though  literal,  was  not  less 
just    than    i.  y  to  the 

due  execution  of  the  act,  and  the  acquittal 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  gross  neglect  of  a  solemn  duty, 
many  exceptions  were  taken  more  than 
ten  years  ai'ter,  in  a  letter  of  a  4th  Au- 
ditor, to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  spread 
over  not  less  than  seven  pages,  and  made 
a  public  document,  to  accompany  Presi- 
dent Jackson's  annual  message  of  Decem- 
ber, 1830.  Among  other  criticisms,  this 
exlraordinai  nt — extraordinary 

considering  the  subordinate  station  of  its 
writer — presumes  to  say,  nothing  is  more 
evident  to  my  mind,  than  that  a  large 
portion  of  these  expendituresfauthorised  by 
President  Monroe)  is  not  justified  by  the 
language  or  object  of  the  act  of  1819.  It 
would  seem  (says  this  writer,  the  fourth 
auditor,;  that  the  terms  of  the  act  were 
hardly  sufficient  to  authorize  the  establish- 
ment  of  a   colony,    owing    allegiance   to 

i;ted   States,  and   entitled  to  pi 
tion,    if  even    "Congress  itself  pd 
right  to  authorise  such  an  establishment  " 
■'  Jt  ma  .  it  that  the  Government 

had  done  all  itely  could  when  it 

returned  aptured    negroes    to    the 

shores  of  their  native  continent.  Yet  the 
writer  adds,  "It  is  not,  however,  my  pro- 
vince, to  recommend  any  measure  of  cur- 
tailment to  the  Navy  Department."  Mod- 
eration in  the  auditor  certainly  deserving 
of  commendation.  He  admits  also  that 
"  a  diffi  hi  had  been  given 

to  the  Government  itsi 

The  silent  acquiescence  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress  in  President  Monroe's  liberal 


construction  of  this  act  continued  through 
the  residue  of  his  service  and  the  whole 
of  his   mini:  d  ether   a 

period  of  more  than  10  years,  isa  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  correspondence  of  that 
construction  with  the  views  which  d 
the  act  itself.  The  4th  auditor  makes  it 
in  his  letter  a  subject  of  complaint,  that 
in  August,  1830,  rather  more  than  264,000 
dollars  had  been  expended,  under  the  act  ; 
with  which,  allow  me  to  add,  that  if 
the  sum  which  has  subsequently  been 
disbursed  on  the  same  account,  be 
included  along  with  the  more  recent  ap- 
propriation of  $37,000  on  account  of  the 
700  Africans  liberated  at  Liberia,  from 
the  Slave  ship  Pons,  it  is  highly  probable, 
that  the  total  expenditure  under  the  act 
of  1819,  exceeds  $356,000; 

If,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  now  turn  our 
attention  to  the  receipts  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  which  its  annual 
show  for  fourteen  months,  between 
the  21st  of  January,  18:21,  and  of  March, 
1822,  to  have  amounted  to  but  $746,  or 
indeed  the  total  revenue  from  private 
subscrip  donations,  for  the  first 

five  years  of  the  existence  of  the  Society, 
it  will  be  seen  how  worse  than  futile  if. 
would  have  been  to  attempt  to  found  a 
colony  in  Africa  upon  su  iw  and 

uncertain  In  this  period  the  Amer- 

ican Government  applied  to  our  use,  in 
effect,  near  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, one  third  of  which  sum  was  placed 
in  the  hands  of  oar  Agent,  Mr.  Bacon,  by 
order  of  Mr.  Mom-  ,i   first  colon- 

ists, but  88  in  number,  left  New  York. 
Without  this  oi  id  from  some 

other  qu  would 

have  sailed  for  Africa,  and  had  the  construc- 
tion of  the  4th  auditor  in  his  letter  of 
August,  1830,  coir:  to  Congress 

V  the  President  of 


by  the  name  of  Monrovia  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  important  benefits  conferred 
on  tiie  setth  the  present  illustrious  chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States. 

This  compliment,  so  well  merited,  reflected  no  little  credit  on  its  au  hor  :  and,  as 
evidence  of  an  important  fact,  is  the  more  to  be  regarded,  since  Genl.  Harper,  a  distin- 
guish of  the  Federal  party  during  the  administrations  of  both  Washington, 
and  the  elder  Adams,  had  never  been  a  political,  or  personal  friend  of  James  Monroe. 
With  this  testimony,  how  singularly  does  that  contrast,  which  is  to  be  derived  from  a 
very  eloq  I  oi'  Air.  Marehead-reported  in  a  public  document  of  1088  pages. 
In  th  any,  1820,  |  entry  tells  th  i  small  vessel  left  the 
harbor  of  New  Yorlc,  onavoyi  is  the  Atlantic.  She  was  the  American  ship 
Elizabeth,  '  .-.laves.  Her  place  of  destination,  the  western 
coast  Who  planned  the  expedition?  Who  chartered  the  I  who 
furnished  1.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  at  of  any 
ry  of  the  Amen  .1  must  have  replied, 
James  .  who,  of  the  $100,000  provided  by'the  act  of  1819  more 
|30,0Q0  to  the  u  expedition,  without  which  it  woo1  ft  the 
American  shore.  The  eloquent  orator's  reply  ascribes  it,  exclusively,  to  private  indi- 
viduals ;  and  so  has  it  been  ever  since,  as  it  was  long  before,  fashionable  to  ascribe  its 
origin  and  even  its  suggestion  to  a  venerable  gentleman  of  New  Jersey. 
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the  United  Stales,  who  was  also  a  Vice 
President  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  in  1830,  prevailed  in  Congress,  in 
1819,t'  of  Liberia  would  never 

have  existed. 

May  I  not,  therefore, _ ascribe  to  James 
Monroe,  the  successful  prosecution  of 
our  enterprise?  Must  it  not  have  failed 
without  the  aid  which  he  afforded  us? 
It  was  not  by  the  warranted  application 
of  the  public  money  alone  that  he  manifes- 
ted his  zeal  for  our  noMe  cause,  which  lie  I 
properly  regarded  as  the  cause  of  Africa 
and  America,  of  more  than  half  the  globe 
which  we  inhabit. 

Can  the  Society  have  forgotten  that  the 
colony  of  more  than  80  colored  i  migrants 
who  had  embarked  in  the  Eliza!  eth, 
in  a  short  time  by  death,  twenty-one  of 
their  number  ;  along  with  our  own,  and 
the  Government  Agents,  Bacon,  Bankson 
and  Crozier?  that  the  remaining  colonists 
fled  from  the  cupidity  of  the  natives,  led 
on  by  the  traitor  Kizell,  for  protection  and 
succor,  to  the  British  settlement  of  Sierra 
Leone?  That  their  little  vessel  had  been 
ed  and  theirstores  exhausted,  when 
Captain  Wadsworth,  tinder  the  orders 
of  the  President,  arrived  for  their  relief,  re- 
paired their  small  schooner  by  the  labor 
of  his  own  seamen,  and  from  the  stores  of 

himself  and    w&rdr i    officers   supplied 

all  their  wants  ;  while  by  his  kind  sympathy 
comforted  them  in  their  affliction,  and 
reanimated    theii  That    Captain 

Stockton  following  under  like  orders  and 
mipanied  by  the  United  States  Colo- 
nial Agent,  Doctor  A  <  I  down  the 
Afric  of  a  new  home  for 
the  surviving  colonists,an  I  >urch  isedattfre 
distance  of  several  hfuodred  miles,  the 
healthy  promontory  of  .'.  and 

'•nee, 
succ  u  with  like  orders,  aided  by 

forty  ...  n,  built  for   them  a  martello 

tower  of  stone,  while  eXJp  ised  to  most 
imminent  danger,  from  the  iifuriated  na- 
tives lusted  sup- 
plies, left  then 

Those  gallant  and    ge  i 
perf 

followed  i  he-  di  '   sir  own  bei 

lent  hearts,  w'u 

to  t;:  ninistration 

of  which 

with      i  .  some  of  wh  1  the 

inte  which   he  ■: 

1819,  and  were  friends  of  Afri- 

ition. 
Mr.  i  emitted 

hen 

regret  1  could  feel",  while  I  listened  with 
unfeigned  delight,   to   the  eloquent  gentle- 


man  who  first  ,  that,   in  an 

enumeration  of  our  first  and  most  illustri- 
ous   chief  mag  istrates,  as   he 
ican  points, 
at  Washington,  he i  nded  with  the  n: 
Madison.     1  would    he  had    added  that  of 

i  diate  succ<      >r.     He  was  in  truth 
the  only  one  of  them  all   who  had 
his'  blood   in   defence    of    the    liberty    of 
his   country.      He    had  healed    the 

wounds  inflicted   by  pari  on  the 

integrity  of  our  Union,  in  the  second  con- 
test with   the  .     In  a  long   and 

ius  administration,  hi 
no  man  for  difference  of  opinioi 
self.      He  made  no   p 

iging  the  loud  plaudits  of  parti- 
zans  ;  or  stifling  the  voice  of  manly  oppo- 
sition. To  him  political  prostitution  was 
no  recommendation  for  official  reward. 
Yet  were  there  many  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
and  I  among  the  nu  tor  to  his 

first  term  of  service,  would  have  preferred 
another  candidate.  Yet  had  he  conducted 
his  administr;,'  years  of  his 

first  term  of  service,  with  so  much  wisdom, 
prudence,  firmness  and  moderation,  that 
at   its  dose  throughout    all    the   Electoral 

I,    but    a    :  heard 

(  his  re-election. 
He  alone  oj  rs  of  Wash- 

ington', approached  within  one  vote  of 
that  unanimil  It  vated   the 

father  of  his  country  to   the    s 
station      Nor,  -1   long  tilled 

the  highest  of]  ountry  could 

confer  on  him,  did  he  decline  the  lowest 
as  beneath  his  acceptance. 

He  p  i  of  Virginia 

over  which  he  :       1829, from 

formance  of  I  eful  du- 

le  peace, 
■  ni  from  i  ! 
vention  in  I  330,  with  a.l  i  titution 

that  hurried  I  i    all    his 

and  at  home,  from  1801, 1  i  of  his 

July,  1831, 1  knew  him 

ly  ;  and  I  do 

solemnly  bear  witness  to  the  unblemished 

purity  of  his  life, 

Rut    had 
labors  been  li 

the   effective  patron, 

he    wbuli  in;   destined, 

hope,  to  ]  ear   to 

;it. 
It  is  notm  •  to  lake 

hers  their  j 
while  I  d 

had,   as   r 
both  its  objects  and  its  actors,  a   southern 
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origin.      To   the    first   African    colonists 
Ives;    to    Coker,   and    Carey,   and 
their  associates  in   the    Elizabeth — to  the 
missionaries 
who  gave  their  lives  to  Africa,  and  above 
whose  wisdom,  indus- 
try and  perseverance  in  the  civil  adminis- 
tration   of  the  colony,  order  was   elicited 
■    indomitable 
1st     the   most 
my  was  twice 
saved  fn  savage  neigh- 

bors— immi  -.  ill  forever  be 

awarded.  It  is  not  for  me,  however,  to 
presume  to  mete  out  the  quantum  of  ap- 
plause due  to  such  a  generous  friend  of 
such  a  downtrodden  continent  ;  though 
ful  theme,  allow  me 
to  distil^  now  se;lteLl  m  my  view, 

to  who  council    who   first  met 

in  the  Gallery  of  the  Mouse  of  Represen- 
tatives, transferred  their  labors  for  Africa, 
as  soon  as  the  \nn  ri  an  Colonization  So- 
ciety was  able  to  maintain  an  official 
Agent.  I  refer  to  my  estimable  and  pious 
friend,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  who  twice 
visited  that  continent,  undeterred  by  a 
climate  so  well  suited  to  its  native  sons, 
and  their  descendants,  but  most  fortu- 
nately for  them,  so  fatal  to  the  white  man. 


I  well  recollect   his   return   home  from  his 
first   voyage  v.  ith  a 

n  i  Lexion  so  discolored,  thai  he  might 
well  have  been  mistaken  for  one  of  the 
sable  race  for  which  he  I.  and  so 

■,•  labored. 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  ayo  I  of  the 

of  Dec..,  lis](>,  was  the 

I  to  A  frica  of  the  free  culored  popu- 
lation of  the  State  who  might,  desire 
such    an   asylum,   and    of    su  h    of   her 

as    their    masters  might    please  to 

iute.      It   was    the    renewal, 
have  shown  y  ecretly  made, 

twelve  years  before.*     When  disappointed 
in   thai    effort  from  causes   nol    yel 
factonly  explained as.I  think,  she  prohibited 
all  further  emancipation  of  slaves    unless 
immediately  followed  by  removal  from  the 

der  an  inhibition  never  to  return. 
The  dale   aaid    motives   of  this   policy   are 

a  on  my  memory,  as  it  oblig<  d  me 

en   the  emancipation  of   several  of 

my    own    servants,    whom    I    had   hound 

out  for  the  benefit  of  instruction    in  some 

useful  art  or  occupation,  and  were  not  yet 

ugh  to  provide  for  themselves.  Such 
had  been  the  desire  while  living,  of  one 
whose  wishes  I  was  bound  to  respect. 
It  was  a  hard  lot   to   be  obliged  to  decline 


*In  1786,  from  his  retirement  at  Monticello,  Mr.  Jefferson  issued  to  the  world  in  his 
notes  on  Virginia,  a  plan  of  emancipating  and  colonizing  all  the  colored  race  in  Virginia, 
accompanied  by  the  most,  animated  appeal  to  the  justice  and  humanity  of  his  native 
State. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1800,  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia  passed  a  resolu- 
tion n  nor  .Monroe  to  correspond  with  the  President  of  the  United  States 
on  the  subject  of  ng  lands  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State  ;  whither  persons  ob- 
noxio                  I    w,  or  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  society,  may  be  removed. 

In  i  this  resolution,  the  Governor  on  the  tenth  of  . Tune,  1801,  addressed  a  let- 

ter to  Mr.  Jefferson,  i  information,    "whether  any  friendly  power    will    be 

disposed  to  facilitate  the  measure,  by  co-operating  in  its  accomplishment."  We  per- 
ceive an  existing  evil,  which  commenced  under  our  colonial  system,  with  which  we  are 
not  properly  chargeable,  or  if  at  all,  not  in  the  preserit  degree,  arid  we  acknowledge 
the  extreme  difficulty  of  correcting  it.  At  this  point  the  mind  rests  with  suspense,  and 
surveys  with  anxiety  obstacles  which  become  more  serious  as  we  approach  them. 

To  i lie  letter  from  which  the  preceding  passages  are  extracted  Mr.  Jefferson  replied 
on  the  24th  of  Ni  following,  in  a  long  letter  from  which  these  sentences  are  se- 

lected — 

"  1  had  not,"  lie  says,  "  been  unmindful  of  your  letter  covering  a  resolution  of  the 
House  ol  Delegates.  You  will  perceive  that  some  circumstances  connected  with  the 
subject,  and  necessarily  presenting  themselves  to  view,  would  be  improper,  but  for  your 
.and  the  leg  ir." 

"  Africa  would  offer  a  last  awl  undoubted  resort,  if  all  others  more  desirable,  should 
fail  us.  Whenever  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  shall  have  brought  its  mind  to  a  point,  so 
that  I  may  know  what  to  propose  to  foreign  authorities,  I  will  execute  their  wishes 
with  fidelity  and  zeal." 

[ncomn  inicatihg  to  the  General  Assembly  on  the  21st  of  December,  1801 ,  this  letter, 
from  which  the  preceding  language  is  literally  extracted,  the  Governor  concludes:  "  It 
is  proper  to  add,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  President  thai  the  communication  be  considered 
confidential. " 

On  the  23d  of  January,  1802,  the  Senate  concurred  in  a  resolution  which  had  passed 
the  House  of  Delegates  seven  days  before,  with  a  preamble,  expressing  a  preference  of 
Africa,  or  South  America,  for  the  contemplated  colony,  and  requesting  the  renewal  of 
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freedom,  or  to  ac-ept  it  on   such  terras — 

and  when  I  came  afterwards  to  learn  from 

person  il 

of  the  free  colored  ion  of  th 

I    thought    that    lot    still     harder,    for  1 

was  taught  by  all  that  I   heard  or 

consider    the    condition   of    a  free    negro 

in  one  of  the  free  States  as  they  are  called, 

much   worse   than    that    of    the   southern 

slave,  who  has  not  a  tyrant  for  his  master. 

The  reasons  on  which  I  ground  this 
opinion,  1  have  not  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, time  to  relate. 

By  many,  perhaps  by  the  far  greater 
part  of  my  audience,  these  reasons  are 
already  well  understood,  and  properly  ap- 
preciated. Sir,  although  I  consider  slavery 
an  evil,  and  so  far  differ  from  a  modern 
opinion    unheard    of    in  Virginia   at   least 


thirty  years  a  jo — I  am  so  far  from  being 
an  abolitionist  in  the  sense  in  which  that 
term  i§  now  currently  used,  that  were  all 
the  slaves  of  my  native  State  liberated  to- 
morrow, 1  would  promptly  suTe'ider  to 
them  my  birth  right  and  the  bones  of  my 
race  for  generations  past,  to  seek  for  my- 
self a  home  beyond  her  limits.  One  of 
my  most  earnest  1.  iving  to  Afri- 

can Colonization  more  than  four  years  of 
my  life,  more  than  in  all  human  proba- 
bility now  remains,  was  to  furnish  for 
the  benefit  of  all  classes  of  our  southern 
population  facilities  for  emancipation 
without  enduring  a  greater  evil  than 
slavery  itself.  Until  1  learn  that 
chusetts  has  repealed  her  laws  inhibiting 
intermarriage  between  her  white  and  col- 
ored   population — that     those    races    are 


the  Governor's  correspondence  with  the  President,  in  order  to  obtain  a  place  without  the 
(units  of  ike  United  Slates,  to  which  free  negroes  and  mula/ttoes  and  such  as  may  be 
emancipated  may  be  sent  or  choose  In  remove,  as  a  place  of  asylum. 

On  the  :27th  of  December,  1804,  Mr.  Jefferson  addressed  a  letter  to  Governor  Page,  the 
Successor  of  Mr.  Monroe,  in  which,  resuming  the  subject  of  the  Virginia  resolutions, 
and  referring  to  others  of  February,  1804,  he  writes,  "  1  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  say 
"  that  any  change  ofcircumstanc.es  has  taken  place,  which  enables  me  yet  to  propose 
•'  any  specific  asylum  for  the  persons  who  are  the  subjects  of  our c  ace.     The 

"  Island  of  St.  Domingo,  our  nearest  and  most  convenient  resource,  ts  too  unsettled  in 
"  the  conditions  of  existence,  and  the  European  Nations  have  territories  in  the  same 
"  quarter,  and  possess  the  same  population  Whether  the  inhabitants  of  our  late  acqui- 
"  sitions,  beyond  the  Mississippi,  or  the  National  Legislature  would  consent  that  a  portion 
"  of  that  country  should  be  set  apart  for  the  persons  contemplated,  it  is  not  in  my  com- 
"  petence  to  say.  My  information  as  to  Sierra  Leone  is  that  the  company  was  pfqpo- 
"  sing  to  deliver  up  that  Colony  to  the  Government.  Should  this  take  place  it  might 
"  furnish  occasion  for  another  effort  to  procure  an  incorporation  of  ours  with  it.  An  at- 
"  tack  daring  the  war  has  done  this  settlement  great  injury."  The  President  concludes  : 
(i  {  beg  you  to  be  assured  that,  having  the  object  of  the  House  of  Delegates  sincerely 
at  heart."  I  will  keep  it  under  my  constant  attention,  and  omit  no  occasion  of  giving  it 
effect."  But  the  General  Assembly  had  already  declared  its  preference  of  Africa,  and 
Sierra  Leone  was  but  a  point  on  its  extensive  coast  where  at  no  moment  could  it  have 
been  difficult,  as  experience  has  shown,  to  procure  territory  for  such  a  colony. 

Again,  on  the22d  of  January,  1805,  the  Virginia  Legislature  being  disappointed  in  its 
appeal  to  Mr.  Jefferson  for  aid,  passed  a  fourth  resolution,  "  instructing  their  Senators, 
and  requesting  their  Representatives  in  Congress,  to  exert  their  best  efforts,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining,  from  the  General  Government,  a  competent  portion  of  Territory  in 
the  country  of  Louisiana,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  residence  of  such  people  of  color, 
"  as  have  been  or  skull  be  irnuncipaled  in  Virginia."  This  resolution  was,  on  the  2d  of 
February,  1805,  forwarded  by  the  Governor  to  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from 
Virginia,  m  Congress,  with  a  copy  of  the  preceding  correspondence,  and  a  reference 
to  the  President  for  more  satisfactory  information.  The  Governor  terminates  his  letter 
covering  this  resolution,  with  the  following  singular  caution  :  "  From  the  natmeofthe 
delicate  business  contemplated  in  the  resolution,  you  will  see  the  propriety  of  its  being 
considered  confidential." 

How  ended  the  persevering  efforts  of  Virginia?  for  of  the  action  of  her  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  after  her  resolution  of  1805  there  is  no  record,  that  I  have  seen. 
What  is  more  remarkable,  in  the  year  1811  from  the  same  retirement  from  which  the 
"  Notes  on  Virginia"  had  issued,  Mr.  Jefferson  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  John 
Lynd,  after  referring  to  his  efforts  prior  to  1804,  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  Vir- 
ginia resolutions,  takes  no  notice  of  the  resolution  of  1805,  but  in  reply  to  Mr.  Lynd's 
enquiry  "  whether  he  would  use  his  endeavors  to  procure  such  an  establishment  as  Ann 
Mifflin  proposed  on  the  African  coast,  security  against  violence  from  other  persons, 
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blended  to  the  north  in  social  intercourse, 
are   mi  I      :ther    in    the    civil    and 

military  administration  of  the  governments 

itain   the 
im  to  the 
slave  in  the  United  Strifes  without  coloni- 
zation i:  ising   but  a 
descendants  of  Africa  both  bond  and  free. 
Our  So                ,  in  truth,  nothing  what- 
slavery.      It 
adopts  til-  col  in  d   m  in  after  he  hi 
emancipated  ;     and    provides    for    him    a 
home  and   a  country  where   he  may   not 
only   enjoy    frei  lorn   with    independence, 


but  acquire  for  himself  wealth  and  honor, 
and   for    Africa,    his   country,    disti 
among   the   nations    of  the    earth.      The 
Colonization  .Society  has  been  cond 

i 
good,  they  have   not   wasted    their   effi  rl 
in  an  impracticable  and 
aide  object.     But  what,  let  me  ask,  has 
been   done   for  the  fn  e   colon  d 
America   by  those  who  ,  o   [il  i    ,  lly   cen- 

;     Have  tin 
of  Indiana  benefitted  their  conditio:: 
solutely  excluding  tie  colored  popt 
of  the  adjacent  slave  holding  States  from 


and  p  ."  writes,  "  certain!;/  [shall  be  willing  to  do  any  thing  I  run, 

to  give  it  effeel  and  safety,"  and  lie  adds  "  1  am  bul  a  privatt        i  d  only 

use  endea^i  uah  ;  whereas  the  National  Government  pan  address  themselves 

at  once,  to  those  of  Europe,  to  obtain  thi  ority,  and  will  unquestionably  be  ready 

to  exert  its  influence  with  these  nations  to  effect  an  object  so  benevolent  in  itself  and  so  impor- 
tant to  a  id '<d,"  Mr.  Jefferson  adds  emphatically, 
''nothing  i  >  be  wished  than 'that  the  United  Slates  should,  themselves,  undertake  to 
make' such  an  establishment  on, the  coast  of \flfrica."  In  an  earlier  part  of  this  letter,  the 
writer  ny  mind  on  I  ration 
in  sayirtg,  that  1  .  /lit  that  an  establishment,  on  the  coast  of  Jlfrica  to  which 
the  free  people  of  color  of  these  States  migh  lized,  from  lime  to  time,  under  the 
lices  of  diffe                 rnments,  the                Irable  measure  whi  h                       !  dfor 

tgeoni for  themselves,  and  for  us." 
How  much,  then",  is  it  to  be  regret  Mr.  Jefferson  had  not  in  January,  1802, 

when  the  i     olution  of  Vir  fini  I  hei 

iy  which  the  iiid  a  sue  of  whic 

erf  resort,   availt-d   himself  of  his  great  and 
growi  commend  such  b  i  anient  to  Co'ngress,  or  while  his 

ill  of  the  United  Stati  i  continued,  that  he  had  not  exerted  it.  to  pro- 
cure ti  in.  of  some  one  or  more  of  the  numerous  tribes  on  the  coast  of  thai 
•tory  which  the  State,  having  .surrendered  her  power  of  treating 
with  i  :  .  it  herself  ob  i  iut  the  aid  of  the"  General  Government. 
Or  he                 :  deferred  the  exercise  of  his  undoubted  authority,  so  to  speak,  till  his 
re-election                   3  him  of  an  augmented  popularity  and  almost  unbounded  influ- 
country,  and  the  public  service,  had  so  far  exceeded  his 
'  he  apprehended  danger  from  an  overflowing  treasury — what  im- 
light  he  not  have  effecti  I  not  only  for  his  native  State,  but  for  the  en- 
■  fh  sire  to  accfuire  for  the  United  States  sovereignty  over  a  distant  t  er- 
ritory  or  d                          nstitutii                  tdmission  into  our  Union,  stood  in  the  "way 
of  tli                                                               id  one  thousandth  part  of  the  cost  of  Louisiana 
would   have  opened    I         '        i  to   that  plan  of  colonization,' which  he  seems  to  have 
cherished  from   1786  to  1810,  a  period  of  live  and  twenty  years. 

In  1819,  Mr.  Monroe  in  effect  accomplished  with  the  implied  sanction  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  for  100,000  dollars,  the  actual  establishment,  which  Virginia  had  so  long 
desire  y  with  her  renewed  resolution  of  1816.     But  the  mere  pur cha 

VIontserado  did  not  cost  Captain  Stockton  and  Mr.  Ayres,  the  colo- 
nial agents,  a  twentieth  of  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  act  of  March,  1819. 

have  become  the  condition  of  Virginia  by  this  time,  whose  free  col- 
by  the  census  of  1800,  very  little  exceeded  20,000,  and  whose  whole 
slave  population  to  be  less  than  346,000,  provided  her  efforts  to  colonize  them  in  Af- 
rica had  i  i  been  frustrated.  Instead  of  being  reduced  to  the  painful  nec< 
of  prohibiting  e  nancipation  in  1805,  had  the  door  to  African  colonization  been  thrown 
most  earnestly,  and  repeatedly,  solicited  through  the  only  power  to 
which  she  could  apply  for  aid,  what  'night  she  not  have  accomplished  for  her  free 
colored  population,  now  swelled  to  54,333,  for  her  slaves,  now  augmented  to  472,528, 
and  for  Africa,  the  continued  victim  of  the  slave  trade,  for  a  period  not  yet  ended  of 
more  than  half  a  century. 
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her  territory?  What  will  Hie  measures 
now   ,  d   by  Illinois  and   Ohio, 

effect  For  their  !  i  aefit  ?     What  il - 

.    unty  iii    the   '    :<  of 
these   Si  r   their  relief?     In 

violation  of  all  law,  they  forcibly  deny 
them  a  domieil  in  their  vicinity,  and  have 
in  fact,  :  d  those  from 

Virgitli  sought  an  asylum 

untry. 

Every  man  innocent  of  name  has  a  rrght 
to  dwell  some  where  on  the  earth.  The 
Colonization  Society  have  sought  to  pro- 
cure a  home' for  the  degraded  free  negro, 
now  bee  le  the  object  ofuniversal  perse- 
cution., e  is  not  a  State  of  our 
Union  which  is  not  deeply  interested  in  the 
objec  il  the  Colonisation  Society,  and 
should  not  strive  to  promote  them.  Es- 
pecially do  these  interests  press  upon 
those  States  who,  like  [ndiana^are1 already 
aware  of  the  inconvenience,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  danger  to  the  public  peace,  of  mul- 
tiplying in  their  bosom  a  population  whom 
they  will  not  admit,  to  all  the  rights  of  free- 
men. 

How  would  the  North  relish  a  transfer 
to  their  [Territory,  instead  of  Africa,  of 
the  250,000  free  negroes  of  the  South  and 
West,  to  say  nothing  of  the  slaves  that 
may  yet  be  emancipated  on  condition  of 
their  removal  to  the  free  States  of  the 
North.  Canada  already  complains  of 
their  obtrusion  upon  their  own  inhospitable 
climate. 

Another  object  of  the  Virginia  resolution 
was  the  effectual  abolition  of  an  odious 
traffic  which  had  hitherto  resisted  success- 
fully I  lie  operation  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States. 

Five  American  Vessels  had  been  cap- 
tured on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  and  con- 
demned in  the  year  1820;  and  248  Africans 
were  in  charge  of  the  Marsha!  of  Georgia, 
taken  from  one  ship,  sixty  others  were  in 
the  custody  of  the  Marshal,  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  Savannah,  while  40  or  50  more  had 
been  sent  out  of  the  State;  in  the  language 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  what 
orders  it  is  not  known.  The  Comman- 
der of  the  United  States  Ship  Cyane,  re- 
ported to  the  same  officers  from  off  Sierra 
Leone,  that  the  slave  trade  was  carried 
to  a  very  great  extent,  that  there  were 
probably,  tfe  states,  300  vessels  on  the 
African  Coast,  engaged  in  the  traffic,  hav- 
ing each  two  or  three  sets  of  papers.  1 
sincerely  hope,  he  adds,  Government  have 


he  law  to  irn  e  us  more  authority. 
You  ha\  '      how  cruelly  these    poor 

creatures  are  xs    en- 

gaged in  oi  on  the    coast.      The 

letters  of  various  collectors  of  the   c 
to  the  Secretary  of  the   Trea: 
same   period,  manifested    how   inel 

ling  of  slaves  into  the  United  States 
f i  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

What,  let  me  further  as  ;.,  had  been  ef- 
fected prior  Id  the  act  of  1819;  further 
abolition  of  that  trai  noM  made  piracy 
by  our  laws,  and  prohi  '   r   heavy 

penalities  as  early  as  the  7th  of  March, 
1807;  by  an  act  to  take  effect  on  the  1st 
of  January  following^  though  never  exe- 
cuted till  1818.  Not  la\  e  ship 
had  been  taken,  nor  a  sjt  in  cap- 
tive brought  into  the  United  States,  prior 
to  that  year.  The  Collectors  of  Savannah, 
Nova  Iberia,  Brunswick  and  Savannah  in 
Georgia,  of  Mobile  and  New  Orleans, 
complained  in  1818  and  1820,  of  the  con- 
tinued smuggling  of  African  Negroes  into 
the  adjacent  territory  oftheUnit^d  States; 
and  the  Collector,  Mr.  Chew,  of  the  last 
city,  advised  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury,  that  no  slave  ship,  captured  by  our 
Navy,  should  be  brought  into  Louisiana  to 
be  condemned,  for  reasons  not  very  credita- 
ble to  the  policy,  humanity  or  justice  of 
that  State. 

In  the  very  first  year  after  the  p 
of  the  act  of  1819;  twelve  years  after  the 
act  of  March,  1807,  went  into  legal  opera- 
tion, five  slave  ships  were  taken,  con- 
demned to  forfeiture  by  the  District  Courts 
of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  and  their 
commanders  punished  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment. 

The  same  President,  who  by  his  liberal 
construction  of  that  act  of  1819,  gave  ex- 
istence to  a  colony,  which  has  substituted 
a  legitimate  commerce  along  700  miles  of 
the  African  coast  in  the  fruits  of  African 
labor,  for  the  odious  traffic  in  the  bones 
and  sinews  of  her  children,  sought  by  every 
practicable  means  that  he  could  conceive, 
or  his  friends  suggest,  to  abolish  utterly 
this  detestable  traffic. 

The  qualified  exchange  of  the  right  of 
search  with  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  the 
detection  and  punishment  of  the  violation 
of  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  did  not  fail 
through  any  fault  of  his  administration 
though  his  cabinet  was  notoriously  di- 
vided on  the  subject.* 


*Mr.  Adams  ev  pressly  referred  to  this  division  in  a  speech  which  he  delivered  twenty 
years  .after  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  In  this  he  assigned  to  me,  with  what 
justice  it  will  be  seen,  the  credit  of  the  rejected  treaty,  though  in  no  unfriendly  manner. 
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The  negotiations  into  which  he  was 
requested  to  enter  by  a  resolution  adopted 
with  almost  unexampled  unanimity,  in 
order  to  make  the  slave  trade  piracy  under 
the  law  of  nations,  by  the  universal  consent 
of  all  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  he  diligently  prosecuted.     The 


Republic  of  Columbia  before  the  dissolution 
of  her  Union,  and  Great  Britain,  promptly 
acceded  to  his  proposal,  which  had  it 
been  universally  adopted,  would  have 
superceded  all  special  treaties  for  the  ex- 
change, however  qualified,  of  the  right  of 
search.     And  why  had  this  laudable  effort 


But  in  truth  he  laid  the  foundation  of  this  rejection  of  the  draught  of  a  convention 
which  he  transmitted  to  Mr.  Rush,  with  his  letter  of  the  24th  of  June,  1823.  Indeed 
the  entire  letter  breathes  a  spirit  hostile  to  any  treaty,  [t  begins  with  a  most  incor- 
rect statement  that  the  House  of  Representatives  by  rejecting  an  amendment  moved  to 
the  resolution  which  he  truly  represents  to  have  been  the  origin  of  the  negotiation, 
indicated  hostility  to  any  exchange  of  the  right  of  search  with  Great  Britain.  On  the 
very  last  day  of  the  session,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1823,  the  following  resolution  was 
moved  for  consideration.  "That  the  President  be  requested  to  enter  upon  and  to  pro- 
secute  from  time  to  time  such  negotiations  with  the  several  maritime  powers  of  Europe 
and  America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave 
trade  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  civilized  world."  While  this  resolution  was  under  consideration  and  the 
House  evidently  impatient  to  pass  it,  as  it  did  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  Mr. 
Robert  Wright  of  Maryland,  moved  to  insert  by  way  of  amendment  a  provision  for 
exchanging  the  right  of  search. 

The  previous  question  being  called  for,  was  almost  unanimously  carried.  To  this 
fact  Mr.  Adams  refers  as  a  rejection  of  an  amendment,  and  a  proof  that  the  House 
was  opposed  to  any  exchange  of  the  right  of  search  on  any  terms.  Now  it  is  singu- 
lar enough  that  the  Secretary  of  State  was  fully  aware  that  the  motive  of  giving 
the  denomination  of  piracy  to  the  slave  trade  which  he  himself  had  very  harshly 
condemned  in  the  presence  of  its  author,  was  to  dispense  with  any  necessity  for  such 
exchange,  by  incorporating  in  the  law  of  nations  the  new  denomination  of  that 
offence,  so  as  to  remove  the  difficulties  which  the  Secretary  has  thrown  in  the  way  of 
any  negotiation  with  the  British  Government  on  the  subject  of  search.  If  made  piracy 
by  universal  consent,  then  all  the  consequences  of  piracy  would  attach  to  it. — Search, 
seizure,  condemnation  and  punishment,  as  in  the  case  of  any  other  piracy.  To  incor- 
porate in  the  resolution,  therefore,  a  special  provision  for  any  such  exchange  of  that 
right  as  Great  Britain  had  sought,  and  the  Secretary  rejected,  would  have  been  incon- 
sistent with  the  object  of  the  resolution,  and  absurd  in  itself. 

Nor  was  it  true,  as  the  Secretary  stated  to  Mr.  Marsh,  that  at  two  preceding  ses- 
sions of  Congress,  there  had  been  no  decision  by  the  House  of  Representatives  upon 
the  resolutions  which  followed  reports  in  favor  of  the  exchange  of  qualified  right  of 
search.  That  which  closed  the  report  of  February,  1821,  written  by  Mr.  Hemphill 
and  myself,  in  conjunction,  was  not  called  up,  because  he  had  been  opposed  to 
any  action  on  the  subject,  and  reluctantly  assented  to  my  adding  the  resolution  to  the 
report.  That  report  recommended  an  exchange  of  the  right  of  search,  to  a  limited 
extent  only,  from  the  African  coast.  Its  last  sentence  suggests  that  "  if  the  slave  ships 
are  permitted  to  escape  from  the  JJfrican  Coast,  and  to  be  dispersed  to  different  parts  of 
the  world,  their  capture  would  be  rendered  uncertain  and  hopeless,"  and  so  the  fact  has 
proved.  On  the  8th  of  May,  1820,  Mr.  Hemphill,  being  in  Philadelphia,  two  sections 
were  moved  by  me,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  by  way  of  amendment  to  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  to  make  the  slave  trade  piracy.  The  amendment  having  prevailed  on  the  very 
next  day,  the  same  acting  Chairman  in  Mr.  Hemphill's  absence,  submitted  in  behalf  of 
the  committee,  three  resolutions.  The  first  of  which  was  a  joint  resolution,  requesting 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  negotiate  with  all  the  Governments  to  which  min- 
isters of  the  United  States  are  accredited,  as  the  means  of  effecting  an  entire  and  imme- 
diate abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  It  was  moved  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table.  The 
motion  was  overruled  by  a  vote  of  78  to  35  members,  or  more  than  two  to  one.  A 
motion  was  then  made  to  defer  it  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  which  motion  was 
rejected,  without  a  division.  It  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  the  same  day,  and  being  engrossed  was  passed  that  day,  and  sent  over  to  the 
Senate. 

As  it  contemplated   the  entire,  and  immediate,  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  it  obviously 
referred  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate's  bill  moved  on  the  dav  before,  by  which  the 
H 
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not  succeeded  ?  Why,  the  very  effort 
died  with  the  administration  of  James 
Monroe.  Why  was  it  not  revived  by  his 
successors  in  office?  Why  is  it  now 
suspended?  The  terms  of  the  resolution 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  move,  furnished 
no  ground  for  limiting  the  duration  of  the 
contemplated  negotiations. 

Could  not  the  united  efforts  of  Great 
Britain  and  America  revive  it  with  suc- 
cess? Why  should  this  be  doubted?  The 
Quintuple  treaty,  signed  at  London  in 
1841,  between  Britain.  Austria,  Prussia, 
and  Russia,  expressly  declares  the  slave 
trade  to  be  piracy  France  withheld  her 
assent  not  from  my  declaration,  but  from 
the  treaty  which  contained  other  provisions 
that  she  did  not  approve. 


While  denounced  by  the  United  States 
alone  as  piracy,  the  denunciation  would 
affect  America  only.  But  the  law  of  na- 
tions which  derives  its  origin  from  the  ap- 
plication of  the  principles  of  morality  to 
communities  of  men  in  their  sepa- 
rate political  capacity  of  nations,  and  from 
their  treaties  and  usages,  has  its  sanction 
in  their  universal  assent  or  acquiescence. — 
It  may  be  extended  or  meliorated  by  the 
same  influence  and  authority  which  created 
it.  Many  centuries  have  not  elapsed 
since  the  first  modern  compendium  of  its 
maxims  was  published  to  the  world.  It  is 
not  like  the  laws  of  the  ancient  Medes  and 
Persians,  unchangeable.  And  no  change 
of  it  would  redound  more  to  the  honor  of 
our  country  than  that  contemplated  by  the 


slave  trade  had  been  denounced  as  piracy.  But  Mr.  Adams,  it  seems,  did  not  so  under- 
stand it.  The  Senators  did  not  adopt  the  resolution,  considering  it  irregular,  on  their 
part,  to  anticipate  a  negociation  by  the  executive,  since  they  would  be  committed  to 
approve  in  anticipation  a  treaty  negotiated  at  their  instance. 

It  was  to  avoid  this  objection  that  the  resolution  of  March,  1823,  passed  so  unani- 
mously by  the  House  of  Representatives,  did  not  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate 
on  its  adoption. 

Its  whole  intention  was  frustrated  for  the  time  at  least  by  the  very  singular  draught 
of  the  treaty  sent  to  Mr.  Rush,  which,  if  regarded  as  proposing  an  exchange  of  the 
right  of  search,  went  far  beyond  any  report  on  the  subject  or  intention  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  extending  its  operation  to  America,  and  the  West  Indies  ;  and 
if  designed,  as  its  title  and  the  terms  of  its  first  article  professed,  to  make  the  slave 
trade  piracy,  by  the  law  of  nations,  inconsistent  with  the  almost  unanimous  sentiment, 
of  the  House  to  which,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Adams  referred  the  action  of 
the  President  in  instituting  any  such  negotiation.  Moreover,  the  British  Government 
had  made  the  slave  trade  piracy  by  parliament,  as  required  by  Mr.  Adams  before  the 
negotiation  was  allowed  to  commence — a  requisition  which  he  notices  to  have  been 
repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  Mr.  Canning.  It  was,  on  the  rejection  of  the  treaty,  made 
by  him  a  cause  of  complaint. 

But  without  any  treaty  it  was  better  calculated  to  meet  the  views  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  than  the  treaty  itself,  since  it  left  untramelled  the  denunciation  of  the 
slave  trade  as  piracy,  and  rendered  it  practicable  by  the  same  simple  denunciation  to 
obtain  the  like  assent  of  all  other  maritime  States.  It  is  due  to  the  subject  to  state  that 
in  several  interviews  with  Mr.  Monroe  he  expressed  extreme  anxiety  that  Great 
Britain  would  accept  the  treaty  as  modified  by  the  Senate,  and  Lord  Palmerston  openly 
expressed  to  me  in  1842,  his  regret  that  his  Government  had  not  done  so. 

With  Mr.  Monroe's  consent  and  approbation,  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Stratford  Can- 
ning, who  had  returned  home  from  the  United  States,  leaving  Mr.  Adington  as 
the  representative  of  his  Government  in  his  absence,  a  letter  urging  through  him  on  his 
relative,  the  Minister  in  London,  considerations  that  could  not  emanate  directly  from 
the  President,  or  through  his  official  organ,  in  favor  of  the  modified  treaty.  The  Ut- 
ter v/as  read  and  approved  by  Mr.  Monroe,  and  in  reply  to  it,  I  was  assured  that  it 
had  been  received  in  the  spirit  which  dictated  it,  though  it  did  not  satisfy  the  excited 
feelings  of  the  Minister. 

And  >  an  there,  now  that  France  alone  of  all  the  great  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  holds 
aloof  from  any  international  agreement  to  abolish  the  slave  trade,  be  any  insuperable 
difficulty  in  successfully  renewing  the  effort  to  obtain  an  universal  though  sini  pie  denuncia- 
tion of  the  slave  trade  as  piracy?  France  abolished  the  slave  trade  on  the  return  of 
the  Emperor,  Napoleon,  from  Elba.  Will  the  present  Emperor  refuse  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  one  so  nearly  related  to  him,  and  whose  steps  he  seeks  to  tread  ':  France 
who  under  the  Bourbon  dynasty,  was  the  first  and  only  christian  nation  to  tender  to 
the  Colonization  Society,  through  her  Minster,  De  Neuvilleand  the  author  of  this  note, 
by  a  letter  published  in  an  appendix  to  an  Annual  Report  of  tr^e  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  her  only  territory  on  the  Continent  of  America  for  the  reception  of  our 
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resolution  to   which  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives gave  its  sanction  at  the  close  of 
the  Session   of  1823,  by  a  vote  of  131  of 
its   members  to  a  manority  of  9   only. — 
In  the  language  of  a  report  of  a  committee 
on  the  slave  trade,  it  is  affirmed  that  the 
United  States  in  denouncing  the  African 
slave  trade  as  piracy  had  established  by  jj 
an  act  of  Congress  its  true  denomination.  I] 
That  the  resolution  of  1823,  contemplated  jj 
the  extension  of  its  principle  by  negotia- 1| 
tion    to   the   code   of  all   nations.     It  de- 1| 
nounced  the  authors  of  this  stupendous  | 
ni  buity  as  the  enemies  of  the  human  race, 
and  armed  all  men  with  authority  to  de- 
tect, pursue,  arrest  and   punish  them. — 
Such  a  measure  to  succeed,  must  have  a  | 
beginning  somewhere  :  commencing  with  jj 
the  assent  of  any  two  States  to  regard  it 
as  bin  ping  on  themselves,  it  would  by  the 
gradual   accession   of  others,  enlarge  the 
sphere  of  its  operations  until  it  embraced  i 
as   the   resolution   contemplated,    all    the 
maritime  powers  of  the  civilized  world,  j 
It  made  no  distinction  in  favor  of  those 
pirates  who  prey   upon  the    property  of 
those  who  seize,  torture,  and  kill  or  con- 
sign to  hereditary  slavery,  the  persons  of 
their    enemies.      It    is  believed   that   the 
most  ancient  piracies  consisted  in  converting 
innocent   captives  into   slaves  ;  and  those 
were  not  attended  as  these  modern  piracies 
with   the  destruction  of  a  third  of  their 
victims    by    loathsome   confinement   and 
mortal  disease.     While  the  modern  there- 
fore accords  with  the  ancient  denomination 
of  this  crime,  its  punishment  is  not  dis- 
proportionate to  its  guilt.     It  has  robbery 
and  murder  for  its  mere  accessories,  and 
moistens    one   continent  with    blood    and 
tears,    to    curse  another   by  physical  and 
moral  suffering. 

One  consolation  will  attend  upon  the 
mw  remedy  for  this  frightful  prolific  evil. 
Hence  successful,  it  will  ever  remain  so, 
until  being  unexerted,  its  practical  applica- 
tion will  be  found  in  history  alone.  Can 
it  be  doubted  that  if  ever  legitimate  com- 


merce shall  supplant  the  root  of  this  evil 
in  Africa,  and  a  reliance  on  other  subjec- 
tions of  human  labor  to  its  use  elsewhere, 
a  revival  of  the  slave  trade  will  be  as 
impracticable  as  a  reversion  to  barbarism. 
That  after  the  lapse  of  a  century  from  its 
extinction,  except  where  the  consequences 
of  this  crime  shall  survive,  the  oral  tradi- 
tions of  the  slave  trade,  among  the  unletter- 
ed, will  seem  as  improbable  as  the  expe- 
ditions of  the  heroes  of  Homer,  whose 
language  has  supplied  us  with  the  name 
by  which  our  country  has  been  the  first  to 
denounce  this  crime. 

Having  now,  sir,  consumed  much  more 
of  your  time  than  I  expected  when  I  un- 
dertook to  perform  what  I  conceive  to  be 
a  public  duty;  1  am  aware  that  in  the  fre- 
i  quent  allusions  to  transactions  in  which  I 
'  bore  a  part,  I  may  have  subjected  myself 
I  to  the  charge  of  egotism. 

Yet,  when  it   shall   be   recollected  that 

many  of  those  transactions  in  which  I  had 

borne  a  part,  have  rested  for  more   than  a 

I  third  of  a  century,  in  my  own  knowledge 

hand  that  of  a  very  few  intimate  friends, 

|  without  an  effort,  on  my  part,  to  publish 

I  them  or  profit  by  their  disclosures,  in  any 
|  way:  that  the  tedious  narrative  to  which 
j  you  have  so  patiently  listened   is   that  of 

II  an  old  man,  who  never  in  his  youth,  or  in 
the  vigor  of  manhood,  either  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  popular  favor  or  official  station, 
played  the  demagogue  or  the  courtier;  who 
voluntarily  retired  from  public  life,  and 
left  for  an  obscure  occupation  in  a  remote 
State,  a  people  whose  undiminished  con- 
fidence he  had  enjoyed  for  thirty  years  of 
continuous  public  service  in  the  highest 
station,  but  one,  that  they  could  confer  on 
him.  Under  such  circumstances,  may  he 
not  hope  to  escape  so  odious  an  imputa- 
tion, if  he  has  not  pride  to  spurn  it, 
under  a  consciousness  of  having  sought 
to  perform  a  duty  to  the  living  as  well  as 
to  the  dead,  and  above  all,  to  the  State 
that  gave  him  birth. 


free  colored  population  on  terms  so  generous,  that  through  fear  of  non-acceptance  I 
beo-ed  and  obtained  from  M.  De  Nueville  to  suppress  their  disclosure  till  our  African 
CoUmy  should  be  firmly  established.  That  generous  and  amiable  Minister,  a  con- 
tributor to  the  funds  of  our  colony,  assured  me  that  one  and  probably  the  cmet 
cause  why  his  country  rejected  the  proposal  from  Great  Britain  to  exchange  the  right  or 
search,  was  hostility  to  the  source  from  whence  the  proposal  came— an  hostility  whicn 
arose  rather  from  recently  wounded  pride  than  ancient  recollections. 

As  to  the  attack  on  Sierra  Leone  during  her  war  with  England,  it  was  disavowed  by 
her  revolutionary  government,  and  condemned  as  a  wanton  aggresston,  a  tact  winch 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Lynd  to  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  answer  omit  to  notice. 

May  it  not  then  be  hoped  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  w.ll  in  confor- 
mity with  the  terms  of  the  almost  unanimous  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives yet  accomplish  a  purpose  Ion-  intermitted,  but  once  steadtly  pursued  and  felt 
worthv  of  the  humanity  and  justice  of  the  American  people. 


ERRATA  TO  ADDRESS  OF  HON.  C.  F.  MERCER. 


On  page  40,  ninth  line  from  top  of  second  column,  for  July  read  "January."  And  in 
the  twelfth  line,  insert  the  word  "paragraphs"  after  the  word  "following."  In 
the  Note,  strikeout  the  paragraph  commencing  with  the  word  Extract;  and  also 
omit  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

On  page  41,  last  line  of  third  paragraph,  in  the  first  column,  for  then  read  "thence." 

On  page  42,  Note — From  paragraph  commencing  "  More  than  twelve  months,"  &c, 
(second  from  bottom,)  down  to  the  end  of  the  note  on  page  43,  to  be  read  as  text 
immediately  following  the  first  paragraph  on  page  44. 

On  page  44,  fourteenth  line  from  top  of  first  column,  omit  the  words  "although"  and 
"accursed.  And  in  second  column,  eighth  line  from  bottom,  for  at  the  meridian  read 
"  to  the  reduction  ;"  nineteenth  line  from  bottom,  for  amendment  read  "  com- 
mencement." 

On  page  45,  second  line  from  bottom  of  first  column,  for  gave  read  "had  given  ;"  and 
strike  out  of  the  fifth  line  from  bottom  the  words  "in  the"  before  entitled.  Also, 
hi  the  seventeenth  line  from  top  of  second  column,  add  the  word  "acts"  before  per- 
mitted ;  and  for  the  word  MS,  eleventh  line  from  bottom,  read  "me." 

On  page  47,  twenty-sixth  line  from  top  of  second  column,  insert  "to"  after  the  word 
indeed. 

On  page  48,  twentieth  line  from  bottom  of  first  column,  for  them  read  "him;"  and  add, 
in  the  twenty-fifth  line  from  bottom,  after  African  Coast,  the  words  "from  Sierra 
Leone." 

On  page  49,  sixteenth  line  from  ton  of  first  column,  for  such  a  read  "each;"  and  in  the 
following  line,  omit  the  word  such. 

On  page  50,  eighth  line  from  bottom  of  note,  add  the  words  "  I  know  not,"  after  Vir- 
ginia, and  strike  out  the  preceding  note  of  interrogation. 

On  page  51,  seventh  line  from  top  of  second  column,  form  read  "upon."  In  the  note, 
eighth  line  from  bottom,  for  to  be  r,ead  "was;" — seventeenth  line  from  bottom,  for 
doors  read  "door;"  and  at  the  end  of  same  line,  for  he  seems  to  have  read  "he  had" — 
nineteenth  line  from  bottom,  for  or  danger  read  "nor  danger;"  and  for  for  read 
"from  "-twenty-third  line  from  bottom,  for  public  service  read  "public  resources "- 
and  fourth  line  above,  for  as  territory  read  "a  territory,"  and  fifth  line  above  that, 
omit  the  "and"  before  a  site. 

On  page  53,  Note — for  and,  after  uncertain,  read  if  not,  before  hopeless.  For  him,  in 
the  last  line  of  the  3d  paragraph,  of  page  54,  read  Mr.  Canning  ;  and  the  follow- 
ing paragraph,  after  the  word  treaty,  read  the  act  of  Parliament  was,  etc.  In  the 
14th  line  read  iniquity. 

On  page  54,  sixteenth  line  from  top  of  first  column,  the  line  commencing  with  the  word 
assent  should  read  "assent,  not  to  our  declaration,  but  to,"  &c. 

On  page  55,  twenty-sixth  line  from  top  of  first  column,  after  the  word  property  read 
and  for  of .  also,  fourth  line  from  bottom  of  first  column,  for  Hence  read  "Once." 
In  first  line  of  Note,  for  non-acceptance  read  "their  acceptance;"  and  in  second 
line,  after  M.  De.Veuvilh  insert  "liberty.'' 


CONSTITUTION 


AMERICAN   COLONIZATION    SOCIETY. 

"Article  1.    This  Society  shall  be  called  'The  American  Colonization  Society.' 

"Art.  2.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively  directed  is,  to  promote  and  execute  a 
plan  for  colonizing,  with  their  own  consent,  the  free  people  of  color  residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa, 
or  such  other  place  as  Congress  shall  deem  expedient.  And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object, 
in  co-operation  with  the  General  Government  and  such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt  regulations  on  the 
subject. 

"Art.  3.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  shall  have  paid  to  the  funds  of  the  Society  the  sum 
of  one  dollar, shall  be  a  member  of  the  Societyfor  one  year  from  the  time  of  such  payment.  Any  citi- 
zen who  shall  have  paid  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars,shall  be  a  member  for  life.  And  any  citizen  paying 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director  for  life.  Foreigners  may  be  made  members  by  vote 
of  the  Society  or  of  the  Directors. 

"Art.  4.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  at  Washington  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  January,  and  at 
such  other  times  and  places  as  they  shall  direct.  At  the  annual  meeting,  a  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dents shall  be  chosen,  who  shall  perform  the  duties  appropriate  to  those  offices. 

"Art.  5.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors,  composed  of  the  Directors  for  life  and  of  Delegates 
from  the  several  State  Societies  and  societies  for  the  Districtof  Columbiaand  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  Each  of  such  societies  shall  be  entitled  to  one  Delegate  for  every  five  hundred  dollars  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  this  Society  within  the  year  previous  to  the  annual  meeting. 

"Art.  6.  The  board  shall  annually  appoint  a  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Committee 
of  seven  persons ;  all  of  whom  shall  ex  officio,  be  honorary  members  of  the  Board,  having  a  right  to  be 
present  at  its  meetings  and  to  take  part  in  the  transaction  of  its  business;  but  they  shall  not  vote, 
except  as  provided  in  Article  7. 

"Art.  7.  The  Beard  of  Directors  shall  meet  annually  in  Washington,  immediately  after  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society,  and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  it  shall  appoint,  or  at  the  request  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  Seven  Directors  shall  form  a  quorum.  But,  if  at  any  annual  meeting,  or 
meeting  regularly  called,  a  less  number  be  in  attendance,  then  five  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, with  such  Directors,  not  less  than  four,  as  may  be  present,  shall  constitute  a  Board,  and  have 
competent  authority  to  transact  any  business  of  the  Society;  provided,  however,  that  the  Board  thus 
constituted  shall  carry  no  question  unless  the  vote  be  unanimous. 

"Art.  8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  according  to  its  own  appointment,  or  at  the  call  of  the 
Secretary.  This  Committee  shall  have  discretionary  power  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Society, 
subject  only  to  such  limitations  as  are  found  in  its  charter,  in  this  Constitution,  and  in  the  votes  that 
have  been  passed,  or  may  hereafter  be  passed,  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
shall  be  members  of  the  Committee  ex  officio,  with  the  right  to  deliberate,  but  not  to  vote.  The  Com- 
mittee is  authorized  to  fill  all  vacancies  in  its  own  body;  to  appoint  a  Secretary  or  Treasurer  whenever 
such  offices  are  vacant ;  and  to  appoint  and  direct  such  agents  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  service  of 
the  Society.  At  every  annual  meeting,  the  Committee  shall  report  their  doings  to  the  Society,  and  to 
the  Board  of  Directors. 

*Art.  9.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended,  upon  a  proposition  to  that  effect  by  any  of  the  Societies 
represented  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  and  published  in  the  official  paper 
of  the  Society,  three  months  before  the  annual  meeting;  provided  such  amendment  receive  the 
sanction  of  two-thirds  of  the  Board  at  its  next  annual  meeting." 
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JANUARY    17th,    1854 


Decease  of  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Society. 


This  day  we  celebrate  the  Thirty-seventh 
Anniversary  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society.  We  render  thanksgiving  to  our 
Father  in  Heaven  for  the  abundant  bless- 
ings received,  and  we  supplicate  a  contin- 
uance of  His  gracious  care.  Pre-eminently 
His, -and  for  the  advancement  of  His  king- 
dom on  earth,  is  the  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged.  Whatever  of  good  it  has  already 
accomplished,  is  the  result  of  His  control- 
ling Spirit ;  and  all  its  capacity  for  enlarged 
achievement  in  coming  time  gives  promise 
that  His  almighty  arm  will  <>*rry  it  forward 
through  every  obstacle,  to  a  triumph  more 
splendid  than  we  should  otherwise  dare  to 
anticipate. 

Since  tbe  last  annual  meeting,  several  of 
our  earliest  and  ablest  friends  and  patrons 
have  rested  from  their  labors. 

The  Hon.  Jacob  Burnet  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  departed  this  life  the  27th  April  last. 
He  was  elected  a  vice  president  of  this  So- 
ciety in  the  year  1836.  He  was  a  liberal 
annual  contributor  to  its  funds,  and  left  it  a 
handsome  legacy  at  his  death. 

The  Hon.  Simon  Greenleaf  of  Cambridge 
Mass.,  who  was  elected  a  vice  president  in 
the  year  1848,  and  was  one  of  its  ablest  ad- 
vocates, died  beloved  and  greatly  lament- 
ed, the  5th  of  October,  16.V-!. 


Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esq.,  for  many  years 
the  President  of  the  New  York  State  Col- 
onization Society,  and  a  vice  president  of 
this  Society  since  the  year  1844,  closed  his 
earthly  labors  the  30th  of  November  last. 
He  was  a  large  contributor  to  the  funds  of 
this  Society  ;  and  as  one  of  its  Life  Direc- 
tors, was  always  present  at  its  meetings. 

He  was  eminently  and  emphatically  the 
friend  of  the  colored  man,  both  in  this 
country  and  in  Africa.  He  left  a  legacy 
of  §5,000  to  the  New  York  State  Coloni- 
zation Society,  to  be  paid  in  ten  annual  in- 
stalments of  §500  each  ;  and  a  conditional 

|  bequest  of  §50, 000  towards  founding  a  theo- 

:  logical  department  of  a  college  in  Liberia, 
as  appears  in  item  seventeen  of  his  will 
which  reads  as  follows  : 

Seventeenth — It  has  been  contemplated 
by  tne  friends  of  African  Colonization  to 

:  erect  and  found  a  college  in  Liberia,  Africa; 
and  it  is  understood   that  some  incipient 

1  steps  have  been  taken  for  that  purpose  by 
its  friends  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Now 
in  case  the  enterprise,  which  I  consider  an 
important  one,  shall  proceed,  and  §100,000 
shall  be  raised  for  that  purpose  in  this 
country,  then,  and  in  such  case,  I  give  to 
my  executors  the  sum  of  §50,000,  to  be 
applied  by  them  in  such  way  as  shall,  in 
their  judgment,  best  effect  'he  object  ;  and 
I  wish  my  executors  especially  to  have  in 
view  the  establishment  of  a  theological  de- 
partment in  said  college,  to  be  under  the 
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Receipts  of  the  Society,  general  and  special. 


supervisirn  of  the  Union  Theological  Sem- 
inar, of  tne  city  of  New  York. 

The  Rev.  James  Laurie,  D.  D.,  of  this 
city,  died  on  the  18th  April  last.  He  was 
elected  a  Vice  President  of  this  Society  in 
1838.  He  was  an  intelligent  and  faithful 
friend  from  its  origin,  and  for  ma,ny  years 
was  one  of  the  most  punctual  and  earnest 
members  of  its  Board  of  Managers.  Inca- 
pable of  fear,  and  constant  in  duty,  he 
stood  firm  by  the  cause  in  its  darkest  and  j 
most  trying  times,  and  never  doubted  its 
final  triumph. 

In  addition  to  these  four  vice  presidents, 
we  have  also  to  mourn  the  loss  of  many 
of  our  liberal  annual  contributors,  on  whom 
we  always  relied  for  help  to  meet  our  cur- 
rent expenses,  and  carry  forward  our  great 
enterprise.  Prom  some  of  them,  who  had 
the  means,  we  have  received  handsome 
bequests.  Some  of  them  made  bequests 
to  the  Society,  which  have  not  been,  as 
yet,  and  we  fear  never  will  be,  received.? 
Legal  difficulties  have  been  thrown  in  the 
way  of  the  execution  of  their  wills.  It  is 
melancholy  to  reflect  how  many  good  in- 
tentions and  liberal  purposes  are  entirely 
frustrated  by  being  transferred  for  exe- 
cution from  the  heart  and  soul  in  which 
they  originated,  to  the  hands  of  executors 
and  administrators,  too  often  controlled  by- 
distant  and  unscrupulous  heirs !  If  this  So- 
ciety could  at  once  obtain  possession  of  all 
the  legacies  to  which  itisjustly  entitled,  but 
which  are  kept  from  it  by  legal  quibbles 
and  endless  lawsuits,  it  would  be  able  at 
once  to  make  all  the  necessary  improve- 
ments in  Liberia,  and  build  a  first  class 
steamer  to  run  as  a  regular  transport 
vessel ! 

The  receipts  of  the  Society  for  the  past 
year,  from  all  sources,  were  eighty-two 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dol- 
lars and  twenty-five  cents. 

This  general  amount,  however,  includes 


many  items  which  contributed  nothing  to 
aid  in  carrying  on  the  direct  work  of  colo- 
nization during  the  year.  For  example, 
five  thousand  dollars  of  it  were  received 
from  ihe  legacy  of  the  late  Augustus  Gra- 
ham, of  New  York,  and  by  his  will  we 
are  required  to  invest  the  money  in  some 
safe  and  profitable  manner,  and  devote 
the  interest  arising  from  it  to  the  "support 
and  establishment  of  Schools"  in  Liberia. 

Three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents,  had  been 
received  by  the  Massachusetts  Colonization 
Society  during  the  past  three  years,  and  ex- 
pended by  them  in  defraying  the  expenses 
of  educating  two  colored  voung  men  in 
Boston,  to  prepare  them  for  physicians  in 
Liberia.  This  amount  had  never  before 
been  reported  to  us,  and  therefore  it  all  ap- 
pears in  the  accounts  of  the  past  year. 

The  New  York  State  Colonization  So- 
ciety appropriated  one  thousand  dollars  to 
the  government  of  Liberia,  toward  the 
expenses  of  the  expedition  against  the 
native  Chief  Boom  bo  ;  and  they  reported 
the  amount  to  us,  as  a  part  of  their  con- 
tribution to  the  Ciuse  for  the  current  year. 

In  several  instances,  bequests  have  been 
made  to  the  Socieiy  for  the  special  use  and 
benefit  of  the  slaves  liberated  by  will,  in 
such  manner  that  we  were  obliged  to  pay 
them  the  money  when  they  had  embarked 
for  Liberia,  or  to  purchase  with  it  such 
articles  as  were  indispensable  to  their  out- 
fit ;  but  we  were  not  allowed  to  use  any 
of  it  for  the  expenses  of  their  passage  to, 
and  support  six  months  in,  Liberia.  In 
other  cases,  moneys  have  been  committed 
to  our  charge  by  the  donors  or  executors 
to  be  forwarded  to  their  friends,  or  persons 
to  whom  it  belonged  in  Liberia.  From 
these  sources  there  came  into  our 
treasury  the  past  year,  three  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  and 
fifty-six  cents. 
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There  have  also  been  received  into  the 
treasury  on  account  of  subscriptions  to 
the  African  Rep  sitory,  fifteen  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  eighteen 
cents,  which  has  been  expended  in  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  its  publication. 

There  have  been  received  from  the  Indi- 
ana State  Treasury  thirteen  hundred  and 
seventy  dollars  more  than  we  have  expe  ided 
in  sending  out  emigrants  from  that  State. 
It  was  anticipated  that  the  whole  amount 
would  have  been  used.  But  two  families 
who  were  preparing  to  emigrate  last  fall, 
failed  to  get  ready  in  time.  This  amount 
therefore  is  held  subject  to  the  expenses  of 
the  next  company  from  that  State. 

The  several  States  rank  in  the  following 
order  as  to  the  amount  of  funds  received 
from  all  sources  within  their  borders, 
including  payments  on  account  of  the 
Repository,  expenditures  reported  by 
State  Auxiliary  Societies  on  account  of 
emigrants,  &c.  &c. 

1.  New  York $10,735  43 

2.  Virginia 10,628  72 

3.  Mississippi 6,731  25 

4.  Connecticut 6,584  17 

5.  Massachusetts 6,269  30 

6.  Vermont 4,853  75 

7.  Maryland 4,568  40 

8.  Pennsylvania .' 4.082  12 

9.  Kentucky 3,957  25 

10.  Georgia 3,797  86 

1 1.  Ohio 3,200  33 

12.  Tennessee 2,966  16 

13.  North  Carolina 2,394  18 

14.  Rhode  Island 2,270  47 

15.  Indiana l.'.'Jo  00 

16.  Louisiana 1,458  23 

17.  District  of  Columbia 1,014  67 

18.  Maine 997  12 

19.  Alabama 

20.  Delaware 608  54 

21.  New  Jersey 437  12 

22.  Illinois 297  99 

23.  Missouri 132  00 

24.  Florida 103  00 

25.  New  Hampshire. . 84  30 

26.  California 30  00 

27.  South  Carolina 12  00 

28.  Michigan 10  00 

29.  Texas 8  00 

30.  Wisconsin 6  00 


In  the  general  aggregate  are  also  in- 
cluded the  following  amounts  from  foreign 
countries,  viz  : 

Syria #25  00 

Choctaw  Nation 21  25 

New  Brunswick 1 1  06 

Constantinople  (Turkey) 10  00 

England 2  50 

The  following  expeditions  have  been 
sent  to  Liberia  since  our  last  annual  meet- 
ing. 

The  ship  Banshee  sailed  from  Norfolk 
the  30th  of  April,  with  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one  emigrants  Fifty-seven  of  these 
were  born  free,  sixteen  purchased  their 
freedom  or  were  purchased  by  their 
friends.  Ninety  were  emancipated,  six- 
teen by  will  of  Wm.  Smart,  of  Gloucester 
county,  Va  ;  thirty  six  by  will  of  Miss 
Betsey  Gordon  of  Orange  county,  Va.  ; 
eleven  by  Mrs.  Anne  S.  Rice,  of  Prince 
Edward  county,  Va.,  and  seventeen  by 
will  of  Dr.  William  Andres,  of  Bladen 
county,  N.  C,  and  ten  by  different  persons. 

I  The  second  company  sailed  from  Balti- 
more the  2nd  of  June,  in  the  Shirley,  con- 
sisting  of  eleven  perscns,  'if  whom  six  from 
Portsmouth,  Va.,  were  born  free,  and  five 
were  emancipated  by  Mrs.  Nancy  Jen- 
nings, of  Kemper  county,  Miss.  These 
persons  expected  to  have  sailed  in  the 
Banshee,  but  failed  to  be  ready  in  time. 

The  third  company  sailed  from  Savan- 
nah, Geo.,  the  11th  of  June,  in  the  barque 
Adeline,    composed    of    one    hundred   and 

I  thirty-four  persons,  of  whom  ninety-six 
were  from  Tennessee,  and  thirty-eight 
from  Georgia.  Forty-four  of  them  were 
born  free  ;  ten  were  purchased  by  them- 
selves and  their  friends  ;  twenty-nine  were 
emancipated  by  will  of  Solomon  Green  of 
Kingston,  Tenn. -fifteen  by  Samuel  Grigs- 
by,  of  Monroe  county,  Tenn — and  ten  by 
will  of  Thomas  W.  Rice,  of  Savannah, 
Geo. — and  the  others  by  several  different 
persons.     This  company    were  all  landed 

r  at  Sinou,  and  located  in    that  county,  and 
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at  our  last  advices  were  prospering  remark- 
ably well.  Speaking  of  them,  our  agent 
under  date  of  September  5th,  says  :  "Most 
of  them  have  had  the  fever.  I  treat  them 
kindly,  keep  them  in  a  good  humor,  and 
have  succeeded  in  persuading  some  that 
the  fever  is  the  handmaid  of  health.  It  is 
pleasing  to  see  how  much  work  some  of 
them  have  done.  With  a  good,  sound 
constitution,  the  African  fever  is  not  diffi- 
cult of  treatment.  Old,  partially  cured  dis- 
eases, brought  from  the  United  States, 
give  the  most  trouble  to  physicians.  Only 
liro  of  the  com  pap  y  have  died." 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  this  com- 
pany passed  the  season  of  their  acclimation 
without  the  attendance  of  a  regular  physi. 
cian.  This  resulted  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  Dr.  James  Brown,  about  the 
middle  of  August,  who  had  for  several 
years  attended  all  the  emigrants  located  in 
that  county.  His  loss  is  greatly  felt. 
After  his  death,  Mr.  Murray  was  compel- 
led to  act  both  as  physician  and  igent,  and 
great  credit  is  due  him  for  the  faithful 
manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  respon- 
sible duties,  and  for  the  gratifying  success 
which  crowned  his  labors.  We  hope  to 
send  a  thoroughly  educated  physician  to 
that    county  with  our   spring    expedition. 

The  fourth  company  sailed  from  JNew 
York,  the  lUth  November,  in  the  barque 
Isla  de  Cuba,  consisting  of  fifty-three  emi- 
grants, of  whom  thirty  two  were  from 
Pennsylvania — one  from  New  Jersey—four 
from  Connecticut,and  sixteen  from  N.York. 

The  New  York    State  Colonization  So- 

iiited  out  this  expedition,  and  paid  the 

expenses  of  those  from    that  state.     The 

ses  of  those    from   the    other   states 

.;id  by  the  respective  State  Societies. 

The    company   from    Pennsylvania    took 

with  them  a  steam   saw-mill,  which  they 

•.mend    to    locate    in    Mesurado    county. 

it  was  an  ex- 


cellent daguerreotypist,  and  we  expect  to 
hear  from  him  in  some  interesting  views  of 
scenery  in  Liberia. 

The  fifth  company  sailed  from  Norfolk, 
the  11th  November,  in  the  ship  Banshee, 
consisting    of    two   hundred  and    sixty-one 
persons,  sent   by  this  Society,  and  sixteen 
by   the  Maryland  Society.     One   hundred 
and   fifty-four  were  from  Virginia  ;  four 
I  from    North    Carolina  ;  twenty-four  from 
Maryland;  twenty-six  from  Indiana  ;  and 
sixty-nine  from  Kentucky.     Of  those  sent 
|  by  this   Society,   eighty-eight   were    born 
[  free  ;  ten  purchased  their  freedom  or  were 
j  purchased  hy  others,   of  whom,  six  were 
;  purchased  with  funds  raised  by  Miss  Eliza- 
's beth  Wormley,  of  Newport,  R.I.,amount- 
'<  ing  to  twenty-three  hundred  dollars. 

W  e  received  from  the  treasury  of  the 
state  of  Indiana  fifty  dollars  for  each  of 
the  twenty-six  from  that  state.  Out  of 
this  amount  however  we  had  io  pay  three 
hundred  and    eighty-eight  dollars  and  sev- 

\  enty  cents,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their 

;  passage   from    Indiana    to    Baltimore.     It 

,  costs  us  sixty  dollars  for  each  one  from 
Baltimore  to    Liberia,  and  for  six   months 

,  support  after  their  arrival.  The  amount 
received  from   the  State  Treasury,  there- 

j  fore,  will  not  defray  the  expenses  of  their 
emigrants,  by  six  hundred  and  forty-eight 

I  dollars  and  seventy  cents. 

!  From  the  Virginia  Slate  Treasury  we 
have  received  thirty-four  hundred  dollars, 
being  fifty  dollars  each  for  sixty-eight  of 
the  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  emigrants 
sent  from  thaf.  state  in  this  expedition. 
We  also  received  from  the  Virginia  State 
Treasury  thirty-four  hundred  dollars,  for  six- 

!J  ty-tight  of  the  eighty-seven  emigrants  from 
that  State  sent  in  the  April  and  June  exne- 

I  ditions. 

There  were  several  others  in  these  two 

I  companies  who  were  free,  and  will  be  en- 

jj  titled  to  the  beiufit  of  the  State  appmpri- 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 


Expedition  by  the  General  Pierce — Interesting  family. 


ation,if  we  can  succeed  in  obtaining  and 
laying  before 'the  Colonization  Board  of 
the  State  sufficient  and  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  their  freedom. 

The  sixth  and  last  expedition  sailed  from 
Savannah,  the  16th  December,  in  the  brig 
Gen  Pierce,  composed  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-three  emigrants  from  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  Tennessee.  Twenty-one  of 
them  were  born  free  ;  sixteen  were  liberat- 
ed by  will,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  by  masters  now  living,  viz  :  fifty  by 
Richard  Hoff,  Esq.,  of  Oglethorpe  coun- 
ty, Georgia,  who  paid  three  thousand  dol- 
lars for  their  passage  and  support  six 
months  in  Liberia,  and  gave  them  about 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars  at  their  embark- 
ation ;  twenty-nine  of  them  by  the  Hon. 
Will.  E.  Kennedy  of  Columbia,  Tenn. , 
who  sent  twenty-six  in  the  expedition 
from  New  Orleans,  in  Dec.  1852  ;  and  thir- 
ty-eight by  Montgomery  Bell,  Esq  ,  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  who  gave  them  a  good 
outfit,  paid  all  their  expenses  to  the  place 
of  embarkation,  and  gave  us  two  thou- 
sand dollars  towards  the  expenses  of  their 
colonization.  This  was  a  most  interesting 
and  extraordinary  company,  consisting  of 
a  man  and  his  wife  and  thirty-six  children 
and  grand  children.  Mr.  Bell  has  a  large 
number  more,  of  whom  he  wants  to  send, 
in  our  next  expedition,  about  eighty,  and 
he  is  willing  to  °:ive  them  a  good  outfit,  pay 
their  expenses  to  the  place  of  sailing,  and 
one-half  the  amount  necessary  to  transport 
them  to  Liberia,  and  support  them  six  I 
months!  These  are  the  "  Iron  men"  of  I 
Tennessee.  Mr.  Bell  has  long  been  known 
as  one  of  the  largest  manufacturers  of  iron, 
and  his  slaves  have  been  his  only  workmen. 
They  thoroughly  understand  the  business. 
Among  them  are  miners,  colliers,  mould- 
ers, and  men  fully  competent  to  build  fur- 
naces for  making  iron,  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  themselves.    They  are  also 


men  of  high  moral  character,  which  would 
render  them  an  acquisition  to  any  country. 
Thomas  Scott,  the  patriarch  of  the  family, 
who  sailed  in  the  Gen.  Pierce,  helped  te 
make  the  cannon  balls  that  were  fired  from 
behind  the  cotton  bales  at  the  battle  of 
New  Orleans  ;  and  is  yet  a  man  of  great 
activity  and  energy  of  character. 

If  we  are  not  entirely  mistaken,  in  our 
calculations,  this  family  of  Mr.  Bell's  will 
be  an  element  in  Liberia's  history  and  ope- 
rations, of  the  most  valuable  character. 
We  have  been  assured  that  iron  ore  is  to 
be  found  there  in  great  abundance,  and  of 
remarkable  purity.  The  Hon.  S.  A.  Ben- 
son, of  Bassa  county,  in  a  letter  dated  the 
10th  Sept.,  and  received  since  the  Gen. 
Pierce  sailed,  says  :  ««  I  send  you  (by  the 
Shirley,)  a  small  specimen  of  iron  ore 
from  the  mountains  (which  lie  about  thirty 

I  miles  from  the  coast.)  Depend  upon  it, 
it  is  virgin  ore — the  blacksmith  merely 
heated  it  to  enable  him  to  cut  it.     One  of 

,  our  blacksmiths,  Rev.  A.  P.  Davis,  de- 
clares it  not  only  maleable,  but  at  least 
20  per  cent,  better  than  the  foreign  trade 
iron  brought  to  this  coast.     Mr.  Davis  has 

j  tried  it,  and  in  its  virgin  state,  beaten  it  out 
and  made  good  cutlery.  The  mountains 
of  our  interior  are  filled  with  it." 

Such  is  the  field  open  before  these  peo- 
ple, who  without  doubt  will  one  day  be- 
come the  "iron  men"  of  Liberia  !  We 
propose  to  send  a  vessel  with  emigrants 
from  New  Orleans,  the  1st  of  April.  We 
are  anxious  to  send  Mr.  Bell's  eighty  at 
that  time,  as  they  are  nearly  ready  to 
depart,  and  we  are  now  looking  out  for 
some  generous  friend  to  give  us  the  twenty - 
four  hundred  dollars  to  defray  the  one-half 
their  expenses.  This  amount  Mr.  Bell 
proposes  to  give,  together  with  the  people  ! 
And  webelie/e  that  some  noble-hearted  in- 
dividual, on  whom  Heaven  has  bestowed 
the  ability,  will  rejoice  to  stand  beside  him  , 
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and  share  the  glory  of  a  work  so  grand  as 
this.* 

Prom  the  foregoing  statements  it  will 
be  seen  that  we  have  sent  during  the  year, 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  emigrants  to 
Liberia,  being  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
more  than  were  sent  the  preceding  year. 
The  table  in  the  next  column  will  exhibit 
the  leading  facts  in  a  condensed  form. 

The  states  rank,  as  to  the  number  of 
emigrants  sent  from  each,  in  the  following 
order: 

1.  Virginia 241 

2.  Tennessee 181 

3.  Georgia 93 

4    Kentucky 74 

5.  North  Carolina 56 

6.  Pennsylvania 35 

7.  Indiana 32 

8.  New  York 17 

9.  Alabama 1(5 

10    Maryland 8 

11.  South  Carolina 

12.  Massachusetts. 
)3    Mississippi. . . . 


7 

6 

5 

14.   Choctaw  Nation 5 


'  |   en  |   en  I    4-  i   cj 


oc.      w 


15.  Connecticut. 

16.  Ohio 

17.  New  Jersey 


4' 


1 


On  their  arrival  in  Liberia,  these  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-three  emigrants  have 
been  pretty  equally  distributed  between 
the  three  counties,  Mesurado,  Bassa,  and 
Sinou.  At  the  date  of  our  last  advices 
they  were  prospering  encouragingly,  hav- 
ing become  contented  and  happy  citizens  » 
of  Liberia.  !   5 

The  larger  part  of  those  who  went  to 
Bassa  County  were  located  at  the  new 
settlement,  at  the  "Cove,"  near  the  site  of 
the  old  native  village  which  was  called 
"Fishtown."  This  is  considered  one  of 
the  most  important  points  on  the  coast. 
The  anchorage  for  vessels  is  good,  and 
boats  can  reach  the  shore  and  land,  without 
the  necessity  of  crossing  the  bar.  Our  for- 
mer attempt  to  make  a  location  here,  was 
frustrated,  by  the  Grando  war-the  natives 


Tort  of  departure. 


Time  u.  ^ailing. 


Born  Free. 


Emancipated. 


Purchased. 


Conn. 


•We  are  happy  to  state,  that  the  morning   alter  tins   reporl   was  read  m  the  Annua!  Meet.,,-,   th* 
HenfWilham  Appleton  informed  iu  (hat  he  -vomd  hr  happy  to  give  „.  the  ft 


M    N.  Y. 


N.J. 


Md. 


<£     Va. 


SS    N.  C. 


s.  c. 


Ky. 


Choc.  Nation 


Mesurado. 


&    Bassa. 


Sinou. 


Total. 
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having  burnt  our  houses  and  driven  away 
our  settlers.  The  present  effort  has,  we 
are  happy  to  say,  been  more  successful. 
The  natives  have  all  been  entirely  inoffen- 
sive, and  many  of  them  very  friendly.  A 
number  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ty, induced  by  its  advantages  for  all 
commercial  enterprises,  have  removed 
to  and  taken  up  their  permanent  resi- 
dence in  this  place.  Our  agent,  Mr. 
Benson,  has  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost, 
to  provide  comfortable  accommodations 
for  the  newly  arrived  emigrants.  The  saw 
mill  is  doing  a  good  business.  Improve- 
ment is  manifest  all  around.  Bishop 
Payne  of  Cape  Palmas,  has  la'.ely  visited 
Bassa  county  to  make  arrangements  for 
a  missionary  station  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  expressed  himself  delighted 
with  the  general  appearance  of  the  settle- 
ments, and  he  has  determined  to  make  the 
new  settlement  the  head -quarters  of  their 
operations,  and  has  selected  a  lot  in  the 
\  village  and  made  arrangements  for  erecting 
a  suitable  building  upon  it.  This  move- 
ment will  be  a  great  benefit  to  that  county, 
and  should  and  will  be  encouraged  in 
every  possible  manner. 

Liberia  has  now  a  civilized  population 
of  about  ten  thousand,  and  a  native  popula- 
tion ofupwards  of  two  hundred  thousand. 
The  field  for  missionary  labor  is  extreme- 
ly promising,  and  all  well  directed  efforts 
will  reap  a  bountiful  harvest. 

In  Sinou  county,  increased  attention  has 
been  given  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
and  particularly  to  planting  coffee  trees. 
Many  new  and  substantial  buildings  have 
been  erected,  and  a  general  spirit  of  enter- 
prise prevails. 

In    Mesurado   county  there  has    been 

much  improvement.     Many  brick  houses 

have  been  erected  in  the  various  settlements. 

The   entire  history  of  Liberia  for  the 

past  year  has  been  such  as  should  encour- 


age us  to  push  forward  in  the  work  of 
Colonization.  Peace  has  prevailed  between 
the  Government  and  the  native  tribes. 
The  churches  have  bpen  well  attended. 
The  number  of  schools  has  been  increased, 
and  the  means  of  doing  good  extended. 

"The  great  law  of  progress,"  as  Bishop 
Scott  in  his  late  report  of  his  visit  to  Li- 
beria says,  "is  not  entirely  dormant  in  Li- 
beria. She  is  advancing  in  most,  I  think 
I  may  say,  in  all  respects.  Liberia  as  it 
is,  is  not  exactly  the  same  thing  it  was  at 
any  period  you  may  select  in  its  past 
history.  Her  course  is  onward.  Even 
the  «  Sketches  of  Liberia,'  so  truthful  and 
reliable  in  its  details,  that  every  one,  who 
wishes  to  know  what  Liberia  is,  ought  to 
read  it  with  careful  attention,  nevertheless 
needs  an  appendix  to  adjust  it  to  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  country.  Their  course  is 
onward,  and  their  future  is  becoming  day 
by  day  more  and  more  hopeful.  Their 
triumph  thus  far  over  extraordinary  diffi- 
culties insures  the  promise  that  the  diffi- 
culties yet  remaining  will  in  time  be  over- 
come, and  that  Liberia  will  yet  stand  forth 
rich  in  all  the  elements  of  a  great  na- 
tion." 

Commander  Lynch,  to  whom  allusion 
was  made  in  our  last  Annual  Report,  visi- 
ted Liberia  and  having  spent  some  time  on 
the  Coast,  returned  to  the  United  States, 
well  pleased  with  what  he  saw,  and  has 
prepared  a  report  for  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, which  has  been  sent  into  Congress, 
and  will  shortly  be  published. 

The  commerce  with  Liberia  is  increas- 
ing. The  fact  has  been  clearly  demonstra- 
ted that  this  Young  Republic,  weak  and 
feeble  though  it  now  is,  will  hereafter 
direct  and  control  to  a  vast  extent  the 
commerce  of  the  Western  Coast  of  Africa. 
The  natural  wealth  and  the  commercial 
resources  of  that  immense  tract  of  country 
|  lying  interior  of  Liberia  will   find  their 
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way  out  through  her  ports.  As  the  na- 
tives rise  in  the  scale  of  being  and  appre- 
ciate the  blessings,  and  feel  the  wants 
consequent  upon  civilization,  they  will 
through  the  same  channel  obtain  the  pro- 
ducts of  other  countries,  and  the  manufac- 
tured articles  indispensable  to  their  com- 
fort. So  that  it  is  quite  evident  that  what- 
ever the  foreign  commerce  of  Western  Af- 
rica may  be,  Liberia  will  control  it.  Her 
position  on  the  Coast,  and  her  relations 
with  foreign  nations,  necessarily  confer 
upon  her  this  advantage.  The  indepen- 
dence of  Liberia  having  been  formally, 
honorably  acknowledged  by  five  of  the 
leading  Governments  of  the  world,  Eng- 
land, France,  Prussia,  Belgium  and  Brazil, 
she  is  fairly  entitled  and  has  the  power  to 
form  treaties  and  establish  international 
relations  which  shall  regulate  the  trade 
between  her  vast  interior  and  the  markets 
of  the  world. 

Already  has  this  state  of  things,  this 
field  for  commercial  entsrprise,  attracted 
the  attention  of  England.  She  has  estab- 
lished a  monthly  line  of|«teamers,  which 
touch  at  Liberia.  She  lias  four  Steam- 
ships on  the  line,  the  Forerunner  of  400 
tons,  the  Faith,  of  900  tons,  Hope,  of  900 
tons,  and  Charity,  of  1,000  tons.  These 
names  are  appropriate  and  significant! 
The  following  extracts  from  a  letter  just 
received  from  Commander  Rudd,  U  S  N., 
dated  Frigate  Constitution,  August  20, 
1853,  off  Monrovia,  will  show  tltat  these 
steamers  are  doing  a  heavy  business  :  "  1 
inclose  you  a  paper  giving  the  route  of  the 
English  steamers  on  this  Coast.  They 
are  doing  a  first  rate  business,  running  full 
of  freight  both  ways,  and  of  course  culling 
up  our  trade  very  much,  and  I  believe  in 
two  years  they  will  get  all  of  it!  Steam 
is  the  only  thing  on  this  Coast.  Sail 
vessels  are  far  behind  the  age." 

Another  hn  -  of  British  Steamers  is  about 
to  be  started,  or  has  already  been  started 


from  Liverpool.  The  first  vessel  was  to 
sail  in  October  last.  This  new  line  is 
owned  by  private  individuals,  and  is  entire- 
ly independent  of  the  Government. 

The  English  Government,  with  a  wise 
reference  to  the  extension  of  her  com- 
merce on  that  Coa&t, admits  camwood  and 
Palm  oil  and  its  other  great  staple  com- 
modities, free  of  duty. — Consequently  the 
English  trader  can  always  give  a  higher 
price  for  them  than  the  American  can! 
The  Liberia  merchant  can  order  by  the 
British  steamers  whatever  goods  he  wants 
from  London  and  Liverpool,  and  have 
them  in  his  store  in  six  or  eight  weeks  after 
the  order  is  issued; — while  to  obtain  the  like 
goods  from  any  American  port,  requires 
about  the  same  number  of  months  ! 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  British  commerce  is 
increasing  on  that  coast  with  unexampled 
rapidity,  and  that  American  commerce  has 
!  to  struggle  hard — even  to  maintain  its 
present  limited  existence! 

England  may  be  bold,  she  may  be 
grasping  and  vigilant  in  her  efforts  to 
spread  her  commerce  abroad  over  the  face 
of  the  whole  earth !  Who  can  blame  her. 
Is  it  not  well  that  she  should  extend  civil- 
ized customs  of  trade  and  christian  com- 
merce along  that  coast  once  covered  with 
nothing  but  the  barbarous  traffic  in  human 
blood?  There  is  a  tremendous  moral 
power  in  commerce,  which  tends  to  lift  up 
the  fallen,  to  tame  the  savage,  and  civilize 
and  humanize  the  barbarous.  Liberia  lias 
on  her  hands,  in  this  respect,  a  work  so 
mighty  as  to  demand  from  Mother  nations 
all  possible  encouragement  and  assistance  ! 

For  njany  years  she  struggled  for  a  mere 
existence,  surrounded  by  savage  enemies, 
without  the  power  or  means  to  regulate 
commerce — at  length,  but  tremblingly,  she 
became,  and  declared  herself  to  be,  an  in- 
dependent nation.  England  nobly  came 
forward  with  the  courtesies  of  recognition. 
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and  welcomed  her  into  the  family  of  na- 
tions !  France  soon  followed — then  Prus- 
sia, Belgium,  and  Brazil  !  England  and 
Prance  have,  from  time  to  time,  compli- 
mented her  in  the  most  marked  and  dis- 
tinguished manner! 

And  yet  the  harbors  and  ports  of  Libe- 
ria for  a  distance  of  some  seven  hundred 
miles  along  the  coast  are  open  alike  to 
British  steamers,  French  merchantmen, 
and  American  traders.  Her  palm  oil,  her 
camwood,  her  coffee,  and  her  spices,  and 
all  the  rich  productions  of  her  sunny 
clime,  she  is  ready  to  exchange  for  the 
products  and  manufactures  of  all  other 
countries  on  equal  terms.  Thus  far  Libe- 
ria has  shown  no  favoritism — has  exer- 
cised no  "elfish  partiality.  Her  treaties  of 
commerce  with  England  and  France  give 
them  no  advantage  whatever  over  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America !  In  all  the  com- 
mercial relations  into  which  Liberia  has 
entered  thus  far,  she  has  kept  the  field 
wide  open  to  all,  giving  peculiar  advan- 
tages to  none.  This  surely  is  all  that  the 
United  States  can  ask,  or  that  we  had  a 
right  to  expect.  But  suppose  now  that 
those  nations  which  have  acknowledged 
her  independence,  should  endeavor  to  ob- 
tain for  themselves  the  privilege  of  intro- 
ducing their  manufactured  articles  free  cf 
duty,  and  the  exclusive  right  to  trade  in 
camwood  and  palm  oil,  who  else  could 
complain  ?  If  any  other  governments 
have  neglected  to  improve  the  opportuni- 
ties which  the  existence  of  Liberia  has 
presented  to  them,  is  there  not,  ground  to 
apprehend  that  they  may  be  ultimately  de- 
prived of  advantages  which  they  might 
otherwise  have  secured  ? 

Liberia  is  in  a  certain  sense  the  child  of 
the  United  States.  Its  origin  and  histo- 
ry are  unlike  those  of  any  other  govern- 
ment on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Humanity 
arid  benevolertce  underlie   it   as    a   broad 


and  firm  foundation.  It  was  undertaken 
in  christian  charity,  having  in  view  the 
relief  and  elevation  of  a  race  who  were 
outcasts  from  government  and  country. — 
By  private  contributions  means  were  pro- 
vided1, in  our  own  country,  to  take  from 
among  us  those  who  had  neither  social 
nor  political  relations,  transport  them  to 
the  land  of  their  fathers,  plant  and  nur- 
ture them  there,  until  they  should  develop 
nerve  and  skill  enough  to  perform  all  the 
functions  of  self-government  in  a  manner 
adequate  to  their  necessities  and  creditable 
among  the  nations.  This  great  work  was 
accomplished  in  the  most  quiet  and  peace- 
ful way.  No  man 's  rights  were  molested  ; 
no  governmental  prerogatives  were  inter- 
fered with,  and  no  violence  was  done  to 
the  welfare  of  society.  Private  enterprise, 
supported  by  christian  charity,  began  and 
completed  the  great  endeavor !  And  there 
Liberia  stands,  and  has  stood  for  the  last 
six  years,  a  free  and  independent  Repub- 
lic— a  bright  gem  set  upon  the  dark 
ground  of  a  vast  continent — with  some  tw© 
hundred  thousand  citizens — exercising  an 
undisputed  dominion  over  some  seven 
hundred  miles  of  sea-coast,  extending  a 
considerable  distance  interior — under  a  re- 
publican form  of  government — with  a 
written  constitution  similar  in  many  res- 
pects to  our  own  ;  the  first  and  the  only 
free  government  upon  the  continent  of  Af- 
rica. 

Thus  situated,  she  asks,  with  all  dignity 
and  respect,  a  recognition  at  the  hands  of 
the  United  States  Government.  She  m.» 
knowledges  with  gratitude  her  obligations  to 
the  benevolent  regards  of  our  citizens, 
through  whom  she  obtained  a  fair  field 
for  self-exertion,  in  which  she  might  de- 
velop her  own  native  powers.  She  is  ready 
to  extend  to  us  all  the  advantages  of  trade 
which  she  can  legally  bestow.  To  secure 
these  advantages,  we  must  put  ourselves 
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in  a  right  position  ; — we  must  form  com- 
mercial relations  with  her  ;  we  must  pro- 
tect our  commerce  on  that  coast,  and  find 
a  market  there  for  some  of  our  staple  pro- 
ductions and  many  of  our  manufactures. 
In  order  to  achieve  this  important  result, 
the  first  step  is  to  acknowledge  the  nation- 
ality of  Liberia  and  extend  to  her  our  offi- 
cial approbation. 

It  is  not  as  a  mere  matter  of  form,  for 
self-gratulation,  or  from  a  vain  conceit, 
that  Liberia  desires  thus  to  be  recognized. 
The  moral  effect  of  such  recognition  would 
be  of  immense  advantage  to  her.  The 
public  expression  of  our  approbation  of 
her  endeavor  to  maintain  a  republican  gov- 
ernment in  Africa,  of  our  confidence  in  her 
strength  and  our  faith  in  her  ability  to  do 
it,  would  greatly  benefit  her  in  all  her  com- 
mercial and  national  relations.  It  would 
more  than  any  thing  else  operate  upon  the 
free  colored  people  in  our  country,  and  in- 
duce them  to  seek  there  a  home  and  a  na- 
tionality for  themselves  and  their  children. 
Let  them  know  by  this  act  of  our  govern- 
ment that  the  country,  to  which  we  desire 
them  to  emigrate,  has  an  honorable  name 
and  an  acknowledged  place  among  the 
most  favored  nations,  that  the  institutions 
of  that  country  are  respected  by  the  great 
powers  of  the  earth — that  its  welfare  is 
desired — that  its  commerce  ia  valuable  and 
sought  after— that  its  productions  are  rich 
and  abundant — that  money  may  be  made 
there  and  fortunes  accumulated — and  social 
and  public  position  be  honorably  ob- 
tained —then  will  they  begin  to  appreciate 
their  true  interest ;  and  so  sure  as  the 
magnet  turns  to  the  pole,  will  they  turn 
their  faces  to  that  land  of  promise  !  Then 
will  brighterprospectsand  broader  prosper- 
ity open  before  Liberia.  Then  will  she 
gain  new  strength  of  head  and  heart,  and 
of  all  the  means  and  appliances  of  civiliza- 
tion and  Christianity,  which  will  enable  her 


to  strike  forward  in  the  career  of  splendid 
achievement  to  which  she  is  consecrated! 

We  would  therefore  call  upon  all  who 
love  and  long  for  the  spread  of  civilization 
and  the  triumph  of  Christianity — and  who 
study  the  peace  and  seek  the  enlarged 
prosperity  of  our  own  beloved  country,  to 
open  their  eyes  and  behold  the  indicationsof 
Providence,  and  extend  to  this  enterprise  a 
helping  hand,  and  all  necessary  practical 
co-operation ! 

The  present  resources  of  the  Society  are 
entirely  inadequate  to  the  work  on  hand. 
The  time  has  now  arrived,  when  extensive 
improvements  must  be  made,  for  the  more 
comfortable  accommodation  of  our  newly 
arrived  emigrants  in  Liberia.  Our  present 
house-room  for  tjiem  for  the  six  months  of 
their  acclimation  is  insufficient.  When 
we  sent  but  four  or  five  hundred  a  year,  it 
was  adequate — but  now  when  we  are  urged 
to  send  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred,  it 
is  not. 

To  accommodate  the  increasing  numbers 
who  desire  lo  emigrate,  enlarged  resources 
and  increased  facilities  are  demanded. 
The  present  high  price  of  provisions,  is  a 
strong  argument  in  favor  of  making  quick 
voyages.  But  with  the  best  of  sailing 
vessels  we  cannot  reasonably  calculate 
upon  landing  our  emigrants  in  Liberia  in 
less  than  thirty-five  days,  as  an  average. 
Why  then  should  not  one  vigorous  effort 
be  made  to  place  at  the  control  of  the  So- 
ciety a  first  class  steamer,  built  for  the  pur- 
pose, capable  of  carrying  both  freight  and 
emigrants  and  of  making  four  voyages  a 
year?  The  establishment  of  such  aline 
of  communication  with  Liberia  would 
mark  an  era  in  the  history  of  colonization, 
and  would  cause  such  a  tide  of  emigration, 
as  would  astonish  the  world.  Can  such  a 
line  be  established?  This  is  a  grand  and 
practical  question.  We  believe  that  it 
can,  and  that  the  time  will  shortly  comej 
if  it  is  not  already  at   hand,  when   it  tons' 
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be.  Oar  plan  of  operations  is  very  simple, 
and  we  believe  entirely  legitimate.  Let 
the  United  States  Government  give  to  this 
Society  a  mail  contract,  to  carry  the  mail 
four  times  a  year  from  the  United  States  to 
Liberia  and  back  again,  on  the  same  gen- 
erous terms  which  are  allowed  for  carrying 
it  to  other  parts  of  the  world!  Then  by 
one  grand  effort  among  the  wealthy  and 
devoted  friends  of  colonization  all  over  the 
country,  we  cm  raise  the  means  to  build 
and  equip  a  steamship,  suited  in  all  and 
every  respect  for  this  peculiar  service. 

Apart  from  this,  we  can  see  but  one 
other  plan  which  is  feasible.  That  is,  for 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  be  authorized 
to  detail  a  Government  Steamer  for  this 
service,  and  let  her  make  four  voyages  a 
year,  carrying  the  United  States  mail,  and 
affording  room  for  such  emigrants  as  the 
Society  may  desire  to  send  to  Liberia  ; 
the  Society  to  find  them  on  the  passage,  so 
that  the  Government  would  incur  no  other 
expense  than  is  necessary  to  keep  the  ves- 
sel afloat,  in  any  other  service ! 

If  one  of  these  plans  were  adopted, 
most  of  the  Slate  governments,  which 
have  not  already  done  it,  would  soon 
make  appropriations  sufficient  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  colonising  their  own  tree 
colored  population.  Then  would  the 
work  move  onward  in  a  manner  somewhat 
correspondent  with  its  magnitude  ! 

But  aside  from  these  two  schemes,  we  are 
unable  to  discover  any  means,  at  present, 
of  establishing  a  regular  steamship  com- 
munication. Private  enterprise  was  inad- 
equate to  establish  the  first  line  of  British 
steamers  to  Africa,  without  some  aid  from 
government.  The  same  difficulty  was 
felt  in  opening  all  the  lines  of  steamships 
which  are  now  extending  our  commerce 
and  spreading  the  glory  of  the  country 
over  every  sea !  The  aid  and  encourage- 
ment of  the  government  set  them  afloat. — 
If  this  same  assistance  is  to  be  granted  to 


anybody  to  enable  them  to  open  steam 
communication  with  Africa,  it  seems  but 
right  and  fair  that  it  should  be  granted 
to  this  Society,  in  preference  to  any  private 
individual  or  incorporated  company. — 
This  Society  has  labored  long  and  faithful- 
ly to  plant  the  foundations  of  government 
and  sow  the  seeds  of  commerce  on  that 
coast.  With  what  success  she  has  labored 
let  facts  and  a  candid  world  decide.  If 
by  her  efforts  in  this  direction  she  has 
brought  honor  and  advantage  to  the  nation; 
if  she  ha?  opened  new  sources  of  wealth 
to  our  citizens,  and  new  fields  for  the  ex- 
tension and  incr?ase  of  American  com- 
merce, then  surely  she  is  entitled  to  any  col- 
lateral advantages  which  it  may  be  in  the 
power  of  our  government  to  bestow,  while 
prosecuting  her  own  legitimate  enterprises 
in  that  direction.  If  any  advantage  is  to 
accrue  to  anybody  for  carrying  the  United 
States  mails  to  Liberia,  this  Society  is  by 
all  fair  and  honorable  considerations  en- 
titled to  it,  to  enable  it  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  colonization  with  increased  vigor. 
Here  then  for  the  present  we  leave  the 
subject.  And  liere  we  are  content  to  leave 
it.  It  is  possible  we  are  too  sanguine  in 
our  hopes  in  respect  to  the  aid  and  en- 
couragement expected  from  our  Govern- 
ment. It  may  be,  that  we  shall  still  be 
called  upon  to  labor  and  struggle  on  in  the 
same  quiet,  unpretending  way  to  which 
we  have  become  so  accustomed.  In  that 
case,  we  shall  not  despond,  but  the  rather 
thank  God,  and  take  courage.  Ethiopia 
shall  yet  be  glorious  in  prosperity  and  her 
sons  and  her  daughters  happy  and  inde- 
pendent. On  those  fertile  plains,  along 
those  gentle  streams,  and  among  those 
golden  sands,  the  children  of  Africa  shall 
yet  stand  up  disenthralled  and  christianized, 
and  sing  their  christian  jubilee!  Then 
shall  it  be  seen  that  our  labor  has  not 
been  in  vain — that  our  patience  and  per 
severance  have  met  their  large  reward. 
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Proceedings  at  the  37th  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  A,  C.  S. 


The  American  Colonization  Society 
met  according  to  adjournment,  Tuesday 
evening,  the  17th  January,  1854,  at  7 
o'clock,  in  Trinity  Church,  Washington 
City. 

J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq.,  President,  pre- 
sided. 

Rev.  Dr.  L.  P.  W.  Balch,  opened  the 
meeting  with  prayer. 

An  abstract  of  the  Annual  Report  was 
read  by  the  Secretary. 

Addresses  were  delivered  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society,  and  the  Hon.  James 
M.  Wayne  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court ;  after  which,  the  Society  adjourned 
to  meet  in  the  Colonization  Rooms  to- 
morrow, at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Colonization  Rooms, 

January  18,  1854. 
The  Society  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment.    The  President  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were 
read. 

The  Annual  Report  was  presented  by 
the  Secretary,  and  was  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

John  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq.,  was  unan- 
imously re-elected  President  of  the  Society. 
Rev.  Messrs.  Maclean,  Pinney,  Finley, 
and  Pease  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  nominate  Vice  Presidents.     After  con- 
sulation  they  reported  the  following  gen- 
tlemen, who  were  duly  elected,  viz  : 
Vice  Presidents. 
(First  elected  in  1819.) 

1.  Gen.  John  H.  Cocke,  of  Virginia. 

(First  elected  in  1823.) 

2.  Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  of  Va. 

3.  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.  of  Conn. 

(First  elected  in  1830.) 

4.  Hon.  Theo.  Frelinghuysen,  of  N.J. 

(First  elected  in  1832.) 

5.  Hon.  Louis  McLean,  of  Maryland. 


15. 

16. 
17, 
18 
19, 
20. 
31. 

22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 


26. 

27. 
28. 

29. 


30, 


(First  elected  in  1833.) 

Moses  Allen,  Esq.,  of  New  York. 
Gen.  Walter  Jones,  of  Dis.  of  Col 
Joseph  Gales,  Esq.,  do 

(First  elected  in  1834.) 

Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  Meade,  D.  D.  of  Va. 

(First  elected  in  1835.) 

Rev.    James    0.   Andrew,   D.    D., 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 

William  Maxwell,  Esq.  of  Virginia. 

(First  elected  in  1836.) 

Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio, 
Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  of  New  York 
Stephen  Duncan,  M.  D.,  of  Miss. 

(First  elected  in  1838.) 
Hon.  William  C.  Rives,  of  Virginia, 
Rev.  William  Winans,  D.  D.  of  Miss. 
James  Boorman,  Esq.,  of  N.  Y. 
Henry  A.  Foster,  Esq.,  of  do. 
Robert  Campbell,  Esq  ,  of  Georgia. 
Hon.  Peter  D.  Vroom,  of  N.  J. 
Hon.  Jamts  Garland,  of  Virginia. 

(First  elected  in  1840.) 

Hon.  Willard  Hall,  of  Delaware. 
Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Otey,  of  Tenn. 
Gerard  Ralston,  Esq.,  of  England. 
Rev. C. Van  Rensselaer,  D.  D.  of  N.  J. 
(First  elected  in  1841.) 

Thomas  Hodgkin,  M.D.  of  England. 
Rev.  E.  Burgess,  D.  D.,  of  Mass. 
Thomas  R.  Hazard,  Esq.,  of  R.  1. 
Thomas  Massie,  M.  D.,  of  Va. 

(First  elected  in  1842.) 

Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  U.  S.  A. 

(First  elected  in  1843.) 

Hon.  L.&.C.  Elmer,  of  New  Jersey. 

James  Raily,  Esq.,  of  Miss. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Bethune,  D.  D.  of  N.  Y. 

{First  elected  in  1844.) 

Elliot  Cresson,  Esq.,  of  Penn. 
Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  D.  D.  of  Mass. 
Rev.  Beverly  Waugh,  D.  D.,  Bishop 
of  the  Meth.  Epis.  Church. 

(First  elected  in  1845.) 

Rev.  W.  B.  Johnson,  D.  D.  of  S.  C. 
Moses  Sheppard,  Esq.,  of  Md. 
Rt.  Rev.  C.  P.  Mcllvaine,  D.  D.  of  O. 
Rev.  J.  T.  Edgar,  D.  D.,  of  Tenn. 
Rev.  P.  Lindsley,  D.  D.,  of  Ind. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Underwood,  of  Ky. 
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(First  elected  in  1847.) 

43.  Rev.  J.  J.  Janeway,  D.  D  ,  of  N.  J. 

44.  Hon.  H.  L.  Lumpkin,  of  Geo. 

45.  James  Lenox,  Esq.,  of  N.  Y. 

(First  elected  in  1848.) 

46.  Rev.  Joshua  Soule,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of 

the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 

47.  Rev.  T.  C.  Upham,  D.  D  ,  of  Maine. 

48.  Hon.  Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio. 

49.  Hon.  Thos.  W.  Williams,  of  Conn. 

(First  elected  in  1849.) 

50.  Rev.  John  Early,  D.  D.  of  Virginia. 

51.  Rev.  Lovick  Pierce  D.  D.,  of  Ga. 

52.  Hon.  R.  J.  Walker,  of  Miss. 

(First  elected  in  1S50.) 

53.  Samuel  Gurney,  Esq.,  of  England. 

54.  Charles  McMicken,  Esq.,  of  Ohio. 
'55.  John  Bell,  M.  D.,  of  Penn. 

(First  elected  in  1851.) 

56.  Hon.  Charles  M.  Corwad,  of  La. 

57.  Rev.  Robert  Ryland,  of  Va. 

58.  Hon.  Fred.  P.  Stanton,  of  Tenn. 

(First  elected  in  1852.) 

59.  Rev.  Nathan  Bangs,  D.  D.,  of  N.  Y. 

60.  John  Beveridge,  Esq.  do. 

61.  Hon.  James  M.  Wayne,  of  Georgia. 

62.  Hon.  Robert  F.  Stockton,  of  N.J. 

63.  Hon.  Henry  W.  Collier,  of  Ala. 

(First  elected  in  1853.) 

64.  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  of  Mass. 

65.  Hon.  Washington  Hunt,  of  N.  Y. 

66.  Hon.  Horatio  S.  Seymour,       do 

67.  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Wright,  of  Ind. 

68.  Hon.  Joseph  C.Hornblower,  of  N.  J. 

69.  Hon.  George  F.  Fort,  of  New  Jersey. 

70.  Gen.  John  S.  Dorsey,  do 

71.  Hon.  Ralph  J.  Ingersoll,  of-Conn. 

72.  Benjamin  Silliman,  LL.  D.         do. 
"73.   Hon.  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  of  Penn. 

74.  Hon.  Edward  Coles,  do. 

75.  Rev.  Howard  Malcom,  D.  D.,  do. 

76.  Rev.  J.  P.  Durbin,  D    D.,         do. 

77.  Edward  McGehee,  Esq.,  of  Miss. 

78.  Thomas  Henderson,  Esq.,      do 

79.  Daniel  Turnbull,  Esq.,  of  La. 

80.  Hon.  Thos.  H.  Seymour,  of  Conn. 

81.  Hon.  Samuel  P.  Vinton,  of  Ohio. 

(Fust  elected  in  1854.) 

82.  Rev.  0.  C    Baker,  of  N.  H.,  Bishop 

of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

83.  Hon.  William  Appleton,  of  Mass. 

84.  Hon.  Abbot  Lawience,  of        do. 
o».  Rev.  E.  S.  Janes,  D.  D.,  of  N.  Y., 

Bishop  o<"  the  M.  E.  Church. 


86.  Rev.  Matthew   Simpson,  D.  D.,  of 

Pa.,  Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

87.  Rev.   Levi  Scott,   D.   D.,  of  Del., 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

88.  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  of  Dist.  of  Col. 

89.  E.    R.    Alberti,    Esq.,    of   Florida. 

90.  Judge  Ormond,  of  Alabama.. 

91.  Rev.  W.  T.  Hamilton,  D.  D.,of  do. 

92.  Hon.  Daniel  Chandler,  of  do. 

93.  Rev.  Robert  Paine,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of 

the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 
94    Hon.  J.  J.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky. 

95.  Rev.  R.  J.  Breckenridge,  D.  D.  of  do. 

96.  Solomon  Sturges,  Esq.,  of  Ohio. 

97.  Rev.  T.  A.  Morris,  D.  D.,   of  do., 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

98.  Henry  Stoddard,  Esq.,  of  do. 

99.  Rev.  E.  R.  Ames,  D.  D.,   of  Ind.. 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

100.  Hon.  S.  A.  Douglass,  of  111. 

101.  Rev.  Jas.  C.  Finley,  of     do. 

102.  Hon.  Edward  Bates,  of  Mo. 

103.  Hon.  J.  B.  Miller,  of      do. 

104.  Hon.  W   F.  Darby,  of  do. 

105.  Rev.  N.  L.  Rice,  D.  D.,  of  do. 

106.  Hon.  H.  S.  Foote,  of  Cal.  * 
I  107.  Hon.  J.  B.  Crockett,  of  do. 

The  secretary  read. the  following  letter 
J  from  the  Hon.  William  Appleton,  viz  : 

Washington,  January  18,  1854. 
Dear  Sir  : 

In  the  anniversary  report  of  the  Society, 
it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Bell  of  Nashville  had 
sent  thirty-eight  of  his  servants  to  Liberia, 
that  he  has  a  large  number,  some  of  which 
he  would  like  to  send,  (about  eighty.)  He 
proposes  giving  them  an  outfit,  paying 
their  expenses  to  the  place  of  embarkation, 
and  half  the  expenses  to  transport  them  to 
Africa.  You  say  the  Society  is  desirous 
of  obtaining  twenty-four  hundred  dollars 
to  carry  out  his  benevolent  intentions.  I 
shall  have  pleasure  in  furnishing  the  sum 
named,  to  effect  the  object. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Wm  Appleton. 
To  the  Secr'y  of  the  Jim.  Col.  Soc. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society 
are  due  to  the  Hon.  William  Appleton  for 
the  timely  aid  which  he  has  afforded  to 
enable  the  Society  to  meet  the  obligation 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  generous  offer 
of  Mr.  Bell  in  regard  to  the  servants 
refered  to  in  Mr.  Appleton'snote. 

Rev.  Mr.  Brooks  offered  the  following 
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resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Board 
of  Directors,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  suggested  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  taking  such  steps  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient  to  engage  the  co-operation  of  the 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes 

Colonization  Rooms, 
Washington,  Jan.  17,  1854. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society  met  January  17th, 
1854,  at  12  M. 

After  orayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Peters  of 
Mass.,  on  motion,  the  Rev.  John  Mac- 
lean, D.  D.,  of  Princeton,  N.  J.,  was 
appointed  Chairman,  and  Dr.  D.  Meredith 
Reese  of  New  York,  Secretary  to  the 
Board. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy, 
and  Rev.  J.  M.  Pease,  were  appointed  a 
Committee  on  credentials. 

Rev.  W.  McLain,  Secretary  of  the  Soci- 
ety, read  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Board,  which,  after  verbal  amend- 
ment, were  approved. 

The  Committee  on  credentials  asked  for 
instructions  from  the  board  as  to  the  Gra- 
ham legacy  of  $5,000  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury from  New  York,  for  the  purposes  of 
education  in  Liberia.  On  motion,  they 
were  instructed  to  recognise  this  sum  as 
an  additional  basis  of  representation  for 
the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society, 
over  and  above  the  sum  reported  by  the 
Recording  Secretary  as  such  basis. 

Messrs.  Disosway  and  Davidson  were 
appointed  the  Auditing  committee. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society  read  letters 
from  Hon.  Millard  Fillmore  and  A.  G. 
Phelps,  Esq.  of  New  York,  regretting  their 
unavoidable  absence  from  the  meeting  ; 
also  from  Solomon  Sturges,  Esq.,  of  Ohio; 
and  one  from  the  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
the  last  named  gentleman  being  unable  to 


Governments  and  of  the  philanthropists  of 
Christian  Europe  in  the  colonization  and 
christianization  of  Africa,  through  the 
agency  of  Liberia. 

Adjourned  to  meet  the  third  Tuesday  of 

January,  1855,  at  7  o'clock,  p.  m. 


of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

meet  the  Board  in  consequence  of  sick- 
ness. Mr.  Disosway  apologized  for  the 
absence  of  James  Boorman,  Esq.,  delegate 
elect  and  Life  Director  from  New  York. 
The  letter  of  Mr.  Sturges  was  ordered 
to  be  placed  on  the  minutes. 

Zanesville,  Ohio, 
December  26,  1853. 

My  Dear  Sir  : — I  had  hoped  to  have 
been  able  to  have  attended  the  meeting  of 
the  Colonization-  Society,  in  Washington, 
in  January,  but  leave  home  in  a  day  or  two 
for  Illinois  and  Michigan,  and  shall  not 
return  in  time  to  do  so. 

I  am  anxious  that  a  settlement  should  be 
formed  in  Liberia,  more  in  the  "  Interior" 
where  thecountrybecomes/iigfeand  rolling, 
the  streams  brisk  and  the  water  pure.  I 
have  strong  impressions,  that  if  our  emi- 
grants could  be  transported  to  Liberia  in 
well-ventilated  steamships  ;  landed  before 
they  become  reduced  by  long  voyage  and 
sea  sickness,  and  taken  at  dnce  from  the 
coast,  on  to  the  high,  healthy  lands  of  the 
Interior,  they  would  mostly  escape  what 
you  call  the  "  Acclimating  Fever"  of  the 
country. 

I  do  not  think  we  need,  at  this  time,  a 
Line*  or  more  than  one  steamship,  to 
convey  our  emigrants.  If  we  ask  Con- 
gress for  that  only,  now,  they  will  grant  it. 
I  propose  that  you  get  some  friend  in  that 
body  to  offer  a  resolution,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  designate  such 
steamship  from  our  navy  as  he  shall  deem 
best  adapted  for  the  purpose,  and  used  in 
conveying  colored  emigrants  from  Norfolk 
in  Virginia,  to  Liberia, as  long  as  such  vessel 
can  be  spared  from  the  public  service,  and 
under  such  "  general  regulations,"  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  adopt,  to  pro- 
mote the  object  in  view. 

I  am  also  strongly  impressed  with  the 
opinion,  that  the  sooner  President  Roberts 
acquires  more  territory  in  the  interior,  in  a 
healthy  region  and  adjoining  our  present 
territory,  the  better.     I  am  sure  the  friends 
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of  Africa  will  promptly  furnish  any  rea- 
sonable sum  that  may  be  required  for  that 
object.  1  want  money  very  much,  just 
now,  but  1  will  spare  a  thousand  dollars, 
at  short  notice,  for  that  purpose,  as  lam 
anxious  to  see  the  Millenium  dawning  in 
Africa,  and  on  i:s  outcast  sons  and  daugh- 
ters in  this  country,  before  I  die.  1  shall 
always  be  glad  to  nearfrom  you. 

With  respect  and  esteem,  yours,  &c. 
Solomon   Stukges. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Disosway,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  a  minute  for  the  records  on  the 
death  of  Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esq  ,  late  a 
Vice  President,  and  Life  Director  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society. 

Disosway   and    Rev.  Dr.  Wheeler 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society  read  an 
abstract  of  the  Annual  Report,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  read  at  the  anniversary 
meeting  of  the  Society  to-night. 

The  Statement  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee was  read  ;  when,  on  motion  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Tracy,  it  was  referred  to  a  committee 
of  five,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  Rev.  Dr.  Balch,  and 
Messrs.  Stoddard,  Ward,  and  Foulke 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

The  committee  on  credentials  reported 
fche  following  Delegates  from  State  Socie- 
ties. 

Vermont  Colonization  Society.— Rev.  John 
Wheeler,  D.  D.,*  Rev.  William  Mitchell,* 
Gen.  William  Nash,  Rev.  F.  B.  Wheeler,* 
N.  B.  Haswell,  Esq.,  Henry  Stevens, 
Esq.,  Hon.  James  Meacharri,  Hon.  S. 
Foote,  Hon.  Alva  Sabin.* 

Massachusetts  Colonization  Society. ->-Hon. 
Edward  Everett,  Hon  William  Appleton,* 
Hon.  J.  Wiley  Edinands,*  Hon.  S.  H. 
Walley,*  Rev.  Absalom  Peters,  D.  D.* 
Rev.  Charles  Brooks,*  Rev.  Joseph  Tra- 
cy.* 

Connecticut  Colonization  Society. —  Hon. 
Truman  Smith;*  Hon.  0.  S.  Seymour,* 
James  Brewster,  Esq.,*    H.  H.  Barbour, 


Esq.,  W.  S.  Charnley,  Esq.,  Frederick 
Cvoswell,  Esq.,  Augustus  Mead,  Esq.,* 
Rev.  Mark  Tucker,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Thomas 
C.  Clarke  D,  D.,  Rev.  Walter  Clarke,  D. 
D.,  Rev.  J.  N.  Murdock,  Rev.  John  Or 
cut.t,*  Hon.  John  A.  Rockwell." 

New  York  State  Colonization  Society.— 
Hon.  D.  S.  Gregory,  A.  G.  Phelps,  Esq., 
G.  P.  Disosway,  Esq.,*  D.  M.  Reese,  M. 
D.,*  Francis  Hall,  Esq.,  J.  C.  Devereux, 
Esq.,*  Hon.  L.  B.  Ward,*  H.  M.  Schiei!e 
lin,  Esq.,*  James  Boorman,  Esq.,  Smith 
Bloomfield,  Esq.,*  J.  G.  Goble.M.  D./  J 
P.  Jackson,  Esq.* 

New  Jersey  Colonization  Society. — John 
R.  Davidson,  Esq  ,*  L.  A.  Smith,  M.  D.* 

Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society. — Rev 
J.  M.  Pease,*  Rev.  W.  B.  Stevens,  D.  D., 
Rev.  A.  B.  Q,uay,*  Rev.  John  Miller,' 
Rev.  L.  P.  W.  Balch,  D.  D.,*  William  P. 
Foulke,  Esq.,*  W.  H.  Allen,  Esq.,*  WiS 
Ham  Coppinger,  Esq.' 

Virginia  Colonization  Society. — Rev.  P 
Slaughter,  Rev.  W.  H.  Starr,*  Rev.  Geo. 
W.  Ley  burn,  Hon.  J.  S.  Caskie,  Hon. 
C.  J.  Faulkner,  Hon.  John  Letcher,  Ed- 
gar Snowden,  Esq.,  Rev.  Dr.  Sparrow," 
Rev.  J.  B.  Jeter,  Rev.  J.  H.  Davis,*  Rev 
M.  D.  Hoge,  Rev.  George  D.  Cummins, 
S.  S.  Baxter,  Esq.,*  W.  PI.  McFariandj 
Esq.,  Tazewell  Taylor,  Esq.,  Philip  Wil- 
liams, Esq.,  John  Howard,  Esq.,  Wynd- 
ham  Robertson,  Esq..  D'Arcy  Paul,  Esq., 
R.  B.  Boiling,  Esq. 

Indiana  Col.  Soc— Hon.  J.  A.  Wright, 
Hon.  J.  G.  Davis,*  Hon.  T.  A.  Hen- 
dricks,* Rev.  James  Mitchell,*  Hon. 
Judge  Elliott,  Hon.  Isaac  Blackford. 

/Miaow  Col.  Soc— Ron.  S.  A.  Doug- 
lass. 

Life  Directors  present.— Hon.  Thomas 
W.  Williams,  of  Conn.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Pin- 
ney,  of  N.  Y.,  Rev.  John  Maclean,  D 
D.,  and  Rev.  R.  S.  Finley,  of  N.  J.,  James 


*  Those  marked  thus  (*)  were  present 
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Hall,  M.  D.  of  Md.,Rev.  W.  McLain,of 
D   C,  Henry  Stoddard,  Esq.  of  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Peters,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  the  present  payments 
from  New  Jersey  and  Illinois  were  inclu- 
ded as  a  basis  of  representation  at  the 
p resent  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foulke,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  furnish,  a3 
soon  as  practicable,  to  the  Committee  on 
the  statement  of  the  Executive  Committee 
an  exhibit  of  the  gross  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  each  agent  of  the  Society. 

Adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  at  9 
'clock,  a.  m. 

January  18fft. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn - 
i  lent.    Rev.  Dr.  Maclean  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  session  were 
.  corrected,  and  approved. 

The  Chairman  suggested  to  the  Board 
th  -  fallowing  preamble  and  resolutions, 
viz: 

Whereas,  the  Constitution  provides  that 
-;.e  President  of  the  Society  shall  perform 
ti.e  duties  appropriate  to  his  office  ;  and 
whereas,  for  special  personal  reasons  the 
President  has  not  heretofore  usually  pre- 
sided at  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors ;  and  whereas,  it  is  deemed  expe- 
dient at  this  time  to  express  the  opinion 
of  the  Board  upon  this  subject  ;  therefore 

Resolved,    That  this  Board  consider  as 

i'Uiprised  in  the  appropriate  duties  of  the 

office   of   President,  the   presiding,  when 

present,  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board   of 

'ors. 

The  foregoing  preamble  and  resolution 
.,  ere  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
President. 

)n  motion  of  Mr.  Disosway,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  to  express  our  high  re- 
gards for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Cabinet,  and  to  show  how 
greatly  we  value  their  countenance  of  the 
.iterations  and  objects  of  the  American 
,'olonization  Society,  a  committee  of  three 
■  '3  appointed  to  make  the  proper  arrange- 
ments for  an  interview. 

Messrs.  Whittlesey,  Latrobe,  and  Diso- 
sway were  appointed  said  committee. 


At  10  o'clock  the  Board  took  a  recess, 
for  the  mee'ing  of  the  Society. 

After  the  meeting  of  the  Society,  the 
Board  of  Directors  were  called  to  order. 
President  Latrobe  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Foulke  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Pennsylvania  Colonization  Socie- 
ty, respecting  the  naming  of  the  town  near 
Bassa  Cove,  in  Grand  Bassa  County, 
Republic  of  Liberia,  which  was  read  ;  and 
on  motion  of  Rev.  Mr  Tracy,  was  ordered 
to  be  placed  in  the  archives  of  the  Society, 
in  conformity  with  the  request  contained 
therein. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society  read  the 
Report  of  Rev.  J.  Mitchell,  General  Agent 
for  the  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Mich- 
igan, Wisconsin,  and  Iowa,  which  is  as 
follows  : 

To  the  Board  of  Directors 

of  the  Am.  Col.  Society. 

We  would  respectfully  submit  the  fol-. 
lowing  brief  view  of  our  doings  in  (he' 
North  West,  for  the  fraction  of  the  year 
during  which  we  have  been  acting  under 
the  commission  of  this  Board. 

At  our  last  annual  meeting,  the  work  in 
the  State  of  Indiana  wa3  planned,  but  not 
legally  organized  owing  to  the  unpublish- 
ed state  of  the  law  of  organization — since 
then  that  law  has  gone  into  force,  and  in 
addition  another  has  been  enacted,  provi- 
ding for  additional  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  ($10,000)  ten  thousand  dollars, 
and  providing  for  the  office  of  Secretary 
for  the  State  Board  of  Colonization.  For 
further  particulars  in  regard  to  the  work 
in  Indiana  we  refer  you  to  our  first  report, 
under  the  new  organization,  a  copy  of 
which  we  herewith  submit. 

The  State  ol  Illinois  has  received  apor- 
tion  of  our  attention  and  time,  and  we  may 
venture  to  express  the  hope  that  our  labor 
has  not  been  in  vain.  We  re-organized 
the  old  State  Society  at  Springfield,  in  the 

month  of since  which   we  have 

paid  that  State  two  other  visits,  making  it 
a  point  to  present  our  cause  in  the  most 
influential  centers,  where  we  have  been 
cordially  received,  and  our  call  for  materia! 
aid  responded  to. — The  collections  from 
that  State  amount  to  the  sum  of  $249.26. 

The  prospect  for  state  aid   is  good,  and 
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we  have  received  pledges  from  several  of 
the  influential  statesmen  of  Illinois  that 
their  State  will  in  a  short  time  take  her 
piace  among  the  contributing  States. 

We  have  likewise  visited  the  States  of 
Wisconsin  and  Michigan,  and  in  each  or- 
ganized a  State  Society,  the  organization 
of  the  first  named  being  the  most  perfect 
and  vigorous,  it  comprehends  some  of  the 
ruling  minds  of  Wisconsin.  In  regard  to 
i  his  organization,  its  Secretary,  the  Rev.  C. 
Lord,  of  Madison,  thus  writes  in  a  letter 
of  November  23d,  "  1  »m  confident  that 
••our  Board  will  draw  to  it  by  degrees 
•  many  of  the  real  friends  of  the  Slave, 
••  and  it  may  yet  appear  that  the  very  first 
••  thing  done  in  Wisconsin,  of  real  value 
"  to  the  poor  black,  was  done  through  its 
••agency." 

We  suppose  he  refers  to  our  system  of 
•  ircularization  in  that  State,  and  our  me- 
morial to  the  existing  administration. 

We  made  no  collections  in  either  of 
those  States  on  those  our  first  visits,  con- 
sidering it  impolitic  to  attempt  to  reap  a 
fi»ld  where  nothing  has  been  planted. — 
However,  we  hope  in  future  to  be  able  to 
giye  a  good  financial  account  of  those 
States. 

It  is  our  design  to  visit  the  State  of 
Iowa  as  soon  as  possible,  and  effect  if  pos- 
sible a  State  organization  therein. 

On  the  whole  we  have  abundant  reason 
to  thank  Providence  for  the  success  of  our 
enterprise  in  that  distant  field  ;  and  the 
I  >ast  emboldens  us  to  look  forward  to  the 
future  with  confidence,  and  a  strong  ex- 
pectation of  greater  success. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
J.  Mitchell. 

Washington, 

January  11th,  1854. 

The  Auditing  Committee  reported  that 
fliey  had  examined  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
count, and  found  the  same  correct.  (See 
tiie  exhibit,  page  43.) 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Society  was 
referred  to  a  Committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Orcutt,  Williams,  and   Allen. 

Mr.  Foulke  offered  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  adopted,  viz  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  of  which  the 
President  shall  be  Chairman,  to  take  such 
steps  as  they  shall  deem  expedient  for  ob- 
taining a  recognition  of  the  Republic  of 
Liberia  by  the  government  of  the  United 
•States. 


2.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  to  take  such 
steps  as  they  shall  deem  expedient  for  ob- 
taining from  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  aid  towards  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  a  mail  line  of  steamers 
from  the  United  States  to  Liberia. 

3  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  to  take  such 
steps  as  they  shall  deem  expedient  for  ob- 
taining a  completion  of  an  exploration  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  of  the 
country  lying  east  of  Liberia  in  Africa. 

Messrs.  Schieffelin,  Hall,  and  Williams 
were  appointed  the  Committee  on  the 
second  resolution  ;  and  Messrs.  Foulke, 
Whittlesey  and  McLain  were  appointed  the 
Committee  on  the  third  resolution. 

Mr.  Foulke  offered  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  adopted,  viz  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  procure  the  publica- 
tion for  the  Society  of  as  many  copies  as 
they  shall  deem  expedient  of  the  report  of 
Commander  Lynch  of  his  recent  recon- 
noissance  of  Western  Africa. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee are  instructed  to  continue  to  take 
suph  proper  steps  as  may  be  practicable 
towards  obtaining  such  an  adjustment  of  the 
tariff"  of  the  United  States  as  shall  be  most 
favorable  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  with  Liberia. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five 
be  appointed  to  report  to  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  a  mode  in  which  the 
representation  or  the  State  Societies  shall 
be  thereafter  apportioned. 

Messrs.  Foulke,  Pinney,  Tracy,  Pease, 
and  Goble,were  appointed  said  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  nominate  officers 
for  the  present  year. 

Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  and 
Dr.  Hall  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be 
appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
providing  a  special  agent  for  this  Society 
to  represent  its  interests  in  Europe. 

Messrs.  Miller,  Williams,  Maclean,  Pin- 
ney, and  Coppinger,  were'  appointed  said 
Committee. 
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Kev.  Dr.  Wheeler,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  alterations  in  the  constitution  of 
'.he  Society,  appointed  last  year,  present- 
ed a  report,  which  report  having  been  read, 
and  it  appearing  to  the  Board  that  due 
publication  had  been  made  according  to  the 
9th  article  of  the  constitution,  it  was,  on 
cnotion, 

Resolved,  That  the  6th  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution be  amenaed  so  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

Art  6.  The  Board  shall  annually  appoint 
ane  or  more  Secretaries,  a  Treasurer,  and  an 
Executive  Committee  of  seven  persons,  all 
of  whom  shall  be  ex  o£]cio  members  of  the 
Board,  having  a  right  to  be  present  at  its 
meetings,  and  to  take  part  in  the  transac- 
tions of  its  business  •,  but  they  shall  not 
vote,  except  as  provided  in  article  7. 

Rev.  Mr.  Pease  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
by  the  President  to  examine  into  the  expe- 
diency of  the  appointment  of  a  suitable 
person  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  supervise 
the  location  of  emigrants  in  Liberia,  and 
encourage  their  settlement  more  interior, 
examine  the  accounts,  and  see  that  the 
local  agents  in  that  country  attend  fully  to 
their  respective  duties,  and  to  deveiope  the 
inierests  of  colonization  in  Liberia,  and 
also  to  give  reliable  information  to  this 
Society  respecting  the  condition  and  pro- 
gress of  matters  in  the  New  Republic. 

Rev.  Messrs.  Pease,  Tracy,  and  Mitch- 
ell of  Vt.  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

On  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  consider  the  practicability  of  appro- 
priations of  money,  or  encouraging  volun- 
tary c.ontritju'ions,  directly  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Liberia,  for  the  purpose  of  promo- 
ting internal  improvements  in  that  country, 
particularly  that  of  establishing  a  receptacle 
for  newly  arrived  emigrants  at  some  eligi- 
ble point,  and  of  opening  roads  from  the 
principal  sea-port  towns  back  to  the  remote 
and  more  interior  tribes. 

Rev.  Messrs.  Pease,  Finley,  and  McLain 
were  appointed  said  Committee, 

The  reportofthe  Committee  on  amending 
the  Constitution  was  again  taken  up;  and, 
after  discussion,  the  Board  adjourned  until 
7  o'clock  this  evening. 


Evening  Session,  Jan.  ISh. 
The  Board   met  according  to  adjoin 
merit. 
Mr.    Schieffelin   offered    the  following 

resolution,  which  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  steam  com 
munic.ation  between  the  United  Stales  and 
Liberia,  in  view  of  promoting  and  cheap 
ening  emigration  be  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee wh"se  duty  it  shall  be  to  report  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board  such  informa- 
tion as  they  may  be  able  to  obtain  upon  the 
subject,  or  to  report,  if  they  eee  fit,  at  ai, 
earlier  date,  to  the  Executive  Committee, 
which  last  is  hereby  authorized  to  lend  snch 
aid,  on  the  part  of  the  Society,  to  the  fur- 
therance of  the  plan,  as  they  nny  be  etbli 
to  do  without  involving  the  Society  in  pe 
cuniary  responsibility. 

Messrs.  Schieffelin,  Hall)  and  Williams 
were  appointed  said  Committee. 

The  subject  of  the  proposed  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  was  again  taken  up  , 
and,  after  discussion  and  mature  considera- 
tion, the  proposition  to  provide  for 
nent  Directors,  and  the  payment  ui  their 
expenses,  was  put  to  vote,  and  lost. 

Mr.  Foulke  offered  the  following  resolu 

tion,  which  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  bt 
appointed  to  report  the  number  of  Secrt 
taryships  which  in  their  opinion  it  will  be 
expedient  to  establish  under  the  recent 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  :  also  t<» 
define  the  duties  of  each,  and  to  suggest 
sndi  compensation  as  they  may  think 
proper  to  affix  to  each  ;  and  that  they 
report  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  tins 
Board. 

Messrs.  Foulke,  Pinney,  Tracy,  and 
Drs.  Hall  and  Goble,  were  appointed  aaid 
Committee. 

Rev.  Mr.  Miller  offered  the  following 
resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Board,  the  clause  in  the  third  article  of  the 
Constitution,  saying  that,  •'any  citizen 
paying  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
shall  be  a  director  for  life,"  does  not  con- 
template the  instituting  of  Life  Director- 
ships by  State  Societies  on  the  buses  t-f 
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the  miscellaneous  contributions  of  the 
people. 

0;i  motion,  the  foregoing  resolution  was 
referred  to  '.he  Committee  on  adjustment 
of  representation. 

Rev.  Mr.  Orcutt,  from  the  Committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Annua]  Report  of 
the  Society,  leported  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Society,  res- 
pectfully report,  That  they  have  carefully 
read  the  -ame,  with  much  interest,  and 
recommend  that  it  be  published  as  usual 
under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Dr.  Goble  called  for  information  rela- 
tive to  the  settlement  in  Liberia  proposed 
by  the  New  Jersey  Colonization  Society  ; 
which  subject  was  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  fivt,  consisting- of  Dr.  Goble,  Rev. 
Dr.  Maclean,  Dr.  Hall,  Mr.  Davidson, 
and  Dr.  Lugenbeel. 

Adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

January  19;/i 
The  Board   met  agreeably  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  minutes  of  the  session  yesterday 
were  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 

Rev.  Mr.  McLain  laid  before  the  Board 
the  following  resolution,  which  had  been 
refined  by  the  Society  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Bo:  rd  of  Directors,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  suggested  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  taking  such  steps  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient,  id  engage  the  co-operation  of 
(he  Governments  and  of  the  philanthropists 
of  Christian  Europe  in  toe  colonization 
and  chrisiiainzation  of  Africa,  through  the 
agency  of  Liberia. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  proposed 
mission  to  Europe. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Statement  of  the  Executive  Com- 


mittee, made  a  report  ;  which,  on  motion, 
was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committer 
Mr.  Foullce  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  Agents  of  the 
Society  be  directed  to  report  to  the  Board 
of  Directors,  at  its  annual  meetings,  a 
summary  of*  his  labors  during  the  last  pre 
ceding  year,  with  a  statement  in  detail  of 
his  receipts  and  expenditures. 

Dr.  Goble,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 

was  referred    the  subject  of  a  settlement 

in  the  interior  of  Liberia  proposed  by  the 

New  Jersey  Colonization    Society,  made 

the  following  report,  which  was  adopted, 

viz  : 

Report. — The  Committee  appointed  to 
consider,  and  report  upon  the  expediency 
of  forming  a  settlement  upon  the  lands  pur- 
chased to  Liberia  by  the  New  Jersey  Col- 
onization Society,  respectfully  submit  to 
the  Boaid  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Repaired,  That  the  Board  have  learned 
with  much  pleasure  that  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion are  likely  to  prove  of  threat  value,  and 
that  the  Executive  Committee  have  al- 
ready directed  their  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject of  locating  a  large  number  of  emigrants 
upon  them,  and  also  directed  estimates  to 
be  made  of  the  expense  of  clearing  the 
lands,  opening  roads,  &c,  the  Board  feel 
confident  'hat  the  Committee  will  continue 
to  give  the  subject  all  proper  attention. 

2  Resolved,  That  ii  be  recommended  to 
the  authorities  of  Liberia  to  give  the  name 
of  "Finley"  to  the  first  settlement  made 
upon  the  above  mentioned  lands  : 

J.  G    Goble,  Cli airman. 

Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  nomination  of  officers  for  the  ensu- 
ing year,  reported  the  names  of  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen,  all  of  whom  were  duly 
appointed,  viz  : 

S  cretary  and  Treasurer,  Rev.  W.  Mc- 
Lain. 

Recording  Secretary,  J.  W.  Lugenbeel, 
M.  D. 

Execxitive  Committee,  Harvey  Lind&ly, 
M.  D.,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Joseph  H. 
Bradley,  A.  0.  Dayton,  J.  S.  Bacon,  D. 
D  ,  William  G  union,  W.  W.  Sea  ton. 
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On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  the 
Executive  Committee  was  instructed  to  re- 
appoint Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  as  Travelling 
General  Agent  for  the  Society,  and  to 
continue  the  General  Agency  for  the 
States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Wis- 
consin, and  Iowa. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Ver- 
mont, the  following  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  agents  employed  by 
the  American  Colonization  Society  be  paid 
a  fair  salary,  with  necessary  travelling  ex- 
penses, and  that  the  same  mode  of  com- 
pensation be  recommended  to  Auxiliary 
Societies. 

Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  proposed  agency  in  Europe,  pre- 
sented the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted,  viz  : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
:he  expediency  of  providing  a  special 
agency  for  this  Society,  to  represent  its  in- 
terests in  Europe,  beg  leave  to  report  the 
following  resolutions,  viz  : 

1.  Resolved,  Thatit  is  expedient,  in  case 
a  separate  fund  can  be  raised  for  the  ex- 
pense <  of  such  a  mission,  to  send  a  special 
;\gent  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  dif- 
fusing information,  and  securing  the  good 
will  of  the  people. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  this  connection,  the 
Executive  Committee  are  hereby  requested 
to  invite  the  services  of  the  Rev.  L.  P.  W. 
Balch,   D.  D.,  of  West  Chester,  Pa.,  on 

uil    mission    for    this    Society    to 
Europe. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be 
appointee!  to  ruse,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Executive  Committee,  the  funds  needed 
for  the  support  of  this  agency. 

Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Williams,  Rev 
Dr.  Maclean,  and  Rev.  Messrs.  Brooks, 
and  Pinney,  were  appointed  said  C  m- 
mittee. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society  communi- 
cate to  President  Roberts  the  proceedings 
of  this  Society  relative  to  the  a  point- 
mem  of  a  special  agtnt  to  Europe. 

Rev.  Dr.  Balch  expressed  his  thanks  for 
the  honor  conferred  on  him  by  the  resolu- 


tion of  the  board  respecting  the  European 
mission,  and  stated  that  he  would  commu- 
nicate his  decision  in  relation  thereto  to  the 
Executive  Committee  in  due  season. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  President,  a 
Committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare by-laws  for  the  government  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  said 
Committee  to  report  at  the  next  annua! 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

On  motion,  the  President  was  constituted 

chairman  of  said  Committee,  and  he  added 

the  names  o.'Mr.  Whittlesey  and  Rev.  W . 

McLain. 

(Note. — At  half  past  12  o'clock,  the 
Board  took  a  recess,  to  visit  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Cabinet,  ac- 
cording to  appointment.) 

A    Report    was  read  from  Rev.  R.  R. 

Gurley,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed 

with  the  Annual  Report,  as  follows : 

Washington, 

January  18th,  1854. 
Rev.  Wm.  McLain, 

Secretary  and  T\-easurer  of  the  Ji.  C.  S. 
Dear  Sir — For  a  brief  report  of  my  en- 
deavors to  advance  the  cause  of  the  So- 
ciety, during  the  early  part  of  the  year  in 

I  the  State  of  "Georgia,  I  have  the  honor  to 
refer  the  Board  of  Directors  to  my  letter, 

;  addressed  to  yourself,  and  published  in 
the  African  Repository  for  September.     I 

,  have  stated  in  that  letter,  that  I  had  the 

;  pleasure  of  explaining  the  views  and  rec- 
ommending the  objects  of  the  Society  to 
friendly  and  intelligent  audiences  in  Au- 

'  gusta,  Greensborough,  Hancock,  Mi - 
ledgeville,  Macon,  Columbus  and  Savan- 
nah, and  by  private  intercourse  with  indi- 
viduals and  the  distribution  of  the  reports 

:  and  other  publications  of  the  Societv  ti 
diffuse  correct  information  in  regard  to  its 
history,  operations  and  success.    I  enjoyed 

!  an  opportunity  of  addressing  the  Genera! 
Baptist  State  Convention,   at   Atlanta,  k 

•  body  of  from  two  to  three  hundred  min- 
isters assembled  from  every  part  of  that 
State,  while  I  witnessed  the  deep  impres- 
sion made  upon  this  convention  by  the 
Rev.  T.  J.  Botben,  who  after  a  residence  of 

:  more  than  two  years  in  the  interior  of 
Africa,  had  then  but  recently  returned  to 
report  his  discoveries  and  solicit  the  coun- 
tenance and  aid  of  his  brethren  in  the  es- 

I  tablishment  of  a  well  organized  and  per- 
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manent  mission  in  the  kingdom  of  Yorri- 
ba.  This  truly  apostolic  man,  accompa- 
nied by  his  wife,  and  two  other  mission- 
aries with  their  wives,  aN  from  the  State 
of  Georgia,  have  since  entered  upon  the 
chosen  field  of  their  labors  in  the  interior  of 
Africa. 

During  the  summer,  I  visited  some  of 
the  more  populous  towns  and  cities  of 
Western  New  York,  and  made  public  ad- 
dresses in  Albany,  Troy,  Rochester,  Can- 
andaigua,  Geneva,  and  Auburn.  Subse- 
quently, I  accepted  an  invitation  to  attend 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  °.ate  Society  of 
Vermont,  in  Montpelier,  where  much  in- 
terest in  the  cause  was  expressed  by  a 
large  congregation.  In  Burlington,  Bran- 
don, Rutland  and  Bennington,  highly  res- 
pectable congregations  listened  to  state- 
ments on  the  subject  ;  and  from  my  own 
observations,  as- well  as  from  the  testimony 
of  the  officers  of  the  Vermont  Society,  and 
of  their  able  and  efficient  agent,  the  Rev. 
Wm.  Mitchell,  1  cannot  doubt  that  con- 
fidence in  the  cause  of  this  institution  and 
dispositions  generously  to  sustain  it  are 
rapidly  gaining  strength  among  all  classes 
of  the  population  of  this  small  but  vigorous 
and  heroic  state. 

In  Hartford,  Connecticut,  I  spent  a  Sab- 
bath, and  found  a  large  congregation  in 
the  evening,  disposed  to  listen  to  a  dis- 
course on  the  subject  of  African  Coloniza- 
tion and  Missions.  Through  the  faithful 
and  successful  labors  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Orcutt,  a  very  general  and  liberal  interest 
has  been  excited  in  favor  of  the  enterprize 
throughout  that  State. 

By  invitation  of  Dr.  Goble  and  several 
distinguished  friends  of  the  Society,  i  re- 
cently visited  New  Jersey,  and  addressed 
congregations  in  Jersey  City,  Newark, 
Bloomfield  and  New  Brunswick,  while 
the  last  week  I  attended  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  State  Colonization  Society  at 
Trenton,  over  which  the  Governor  pre- 
sided, and  which  was  honored  by  the  pres- 
ence of  many  of  the  members  of  the  State 
Legislature.  This  State  is  proudly  distin- 
guished as  the  birthplace  of  the  venerable 
founder  of  the  Society,  and  of  its  first  Sec- 
retary; as  the  home  of  its  Historian,  and 
of  that  gallant  naval  officer,  wlio  first  ob- 
tained a  foothold  for  liberty  and  unfurled 
her  flag  upon  the  African  shore.  Her  cit- 
izens have  shown  an  ardent  attachment  to 
the  Society,  and  by  the  purchase  of  a  fine 
tract  of  upland  country  have  indicated 
their  purpose  to  open  all  its  great  advan- 
tages to  the  coloi  ed  population  within  their 
limits.     It    will   occur  to   the    honorable  i 


Board  of  Directors,  that  owing  to  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  fields,  which  have  been 
visited,  by  State  Societies  and  local  agents, 
the  writer  found  but  few  opportunities  for 
direct  efforts  to  raise  funds,  yet  the  very 
absence  from  attempts  to  call  forth  contri- 
butions, may  have  left  the  minds  of  thosr 
addressed  more  open  to  conviction,  ami 
prepared  the  way  for  future  and  generov..? 
donations. 

To  unite  the  friend^  of  the  colored  race 
in  all  the  States  of  this  Union,  and  ov.r 
brethren  throughout  Christendom,  in  ear- 
nest and  judicious  measures  to  establish 
and  build  up  one  or  more  free  christian 
States  of  the  descendants  of  Africa,  on  the 
principles  embodied  in  the  constitution  of 
Liberia,  as  means  and  agencies  for  the 
deliverance  and  civilization  of  Africa  is  the 
great  work  of  this  Society.  As  this  is  a 
work  of  the  highest  beneficence,  the  vol- 
untary principle  should  mark  all  its  oper- 
ati  ons,  which  shotild  be  conducted  with 
exact  justice,  and  charity  unfeigned.  I 
respectfully  suggest  that  in  future  effort* 
for  the  exploration  of  Africa,  special  appli- 
cation be  made  for  aid  to  the  Government 
of  Liberia.  The  citizens  of  that  Repub- 
lic, accustomed  to  the  climate  and  familiar 
wiih  the  dispositions  and  habits  of  the 
native  tribes  are  well  qualified  to  co-oper- 
ate, if  not  to  take  the  lead,  in  such  an  en- 
terprize. The  Society  of  New  Jersey  has 
recommended  the  establishment  of  a  set- 
tlement on  the  elevated  district  of  the  inte~ 
nor  purchased  by  contributions  from  thai 
State,  and  that  the  principal  town  of  this 
district  should  bear  the  great  name  of  the 
venerated  founder  of  this  Society.  Would 
it  not  be  well  to  appropriate  to  this  object, 
and  to  other  improvements  in  Liberia  a 
definite  sum  (say  ten  thousand  dollars)  or. 
condition  that  the  authorities  of  Liberia 
dedicate  an  equal  amount  to  the  same 
objects? 

Having  received,  recently,  several  inter- 
esting and  encouraging  letters  from  Libe- 
ria, and  having  examined  some  others 
received  at  the  office  of  the  Society,  it  has 
occurred  to  me,  that  the  publication  m 
pamphlet  form,  of  the  most  valuable  of 
these  letters,  with  others  received  by  other 
individuals  or  Societies,  for  gratuitous  dis- 
tribution, would  be  of  special  advantage  to 
the  cause.  To  enlighten  the  minds  of  our 
free  colored  people  in  regard  to  Liberia  is 
of  high  importance,  since  to  such  of  them 
as  may  engage  in  our  enterprize  will  be- 
long, pre-eminently,  the  advantages  and 
honors  of  African  Colonization.  I  trust 
we  shall  never  cease  to  invoke  the  aid  of 
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the  State  Legislatures  and  of  the  national  j 
Government,  mid    I  beg  leave  to  conclude  ! 
this  brief  letter   with  the   sentences  with 
which  on  my  return  from   Liberia,  three  i 
years   ago,  T  concluded   my  report  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State. 

"From  the  prt  sence  of  our  squadron  on 
the  African  Coast,    benefits    doubtless  ac-  | 
crue  both  to  Liberia  and  to  our  own  com- 
merce ;  but  1  may  be  permitted  in  the  con- 
clusion of  this  report,  to  avow  the  opinion 
that  a  recognition  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  the  independence  ofj 
the  Republic  of  Liberia,  and  an  appropri-  ! 
ation  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  [ 
ten  years,  to  enable  that  Republic  to  carry  i 
out  the   principles  of  its  constitution,  for  , 
the  happiness   of   those    who    from   this  ! 
country  are  seeking  a  home  upon   its  soil  ;  | 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  ;  and  ; 
the' civilization  of  Africa,  would  be  in  har-  j 
mony  with  the  character  and  sentiments  of 
this  nation,  and  give  stability,  progress  and 
riumph   to  liberty  and  Christianity  on  the 
African  shore." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  Dear  Sir, 

Faithfully  yours, 
R.  R    Gurli/j. 

Un  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pinney,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee 
notify  the  members  of  the  several  commit- 
tees appointed  to  reoort  at  the  next  annu- 
al meeting  of  their  appointment,  and  fur- 
nish them  with  a  copy  of  the  resolutions 
aisd  subjects  committed  to  their  charge. 

Rev.  Mr.  Pease,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  subject  of  an  agent  to  Liberia,  pre- 
sented  the   following  report   which    was 
adopted,  viz  : 
Report  of  Committee  of  Agency  for  Liberia. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  the  appointment  of  an  Agent  for  Liberia, 
who  shall  have  general  supervision  of  our 
emigrants  while  they  are  depending  on  this 
Society  for  support  and  attendance,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  brief  report : 

From  the  evident  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  press  of 
business  and  limited  time  will  not  allow  an 
extended  report  and  full  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  such  agency  at  present.  Several 
communications  from  Liberia,  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee,  indicating  the  ap- 
parent necessity  of  such  an  agent,  and  ex- 
pressly requesting  his  appointment,  with  a 
correspondence  on  the  constitutionality  and 


practicability  of  such  an  agent,  having  pass- 
ed between  the  Executive  officer  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Colonization  Society  and  thePres- 
identof  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
it  appears  to  your  Committee  as  entirely 
safe  to  commit  the  whole  matter  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society.  The  Committee  therefore 
recommend  the  adoption  of  tl\e  accompany- 
ing resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  all  the  papers  relating  to 
this  subject  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  that  this  interesting  subject  may 
receive  their  earl}'  attention,  and  if  they 
deem  it  expedient,  that  they  have  authority 
to  appoint  and  specify  the  relation  and 
work  of  such  agent. 

John  Morris  Pf.ase, 
Chairman. 

Mr.    Devereux    offered    the    following 

resolution,  which  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  increasing 
attendance  of  members  of  this  Board,  and 
the*  enlargement  of  its  business,  it  is  expe- 
dient to  procure  a  more  capacious  and 
better  ventilated  room  for  the  meetings  of 
the  Board  and  of  the  Society,  with  suita- 
ble accommodations  for  Committees,  and 
that  the  Executive  Committee  carry  thi> 
resolution  into  effect,  if  practicable,  before 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Disosway,  from  the  Committee 
appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  on  the  death 
of  Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esq.,  presented  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted,  viz  : 

Whereas,  since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Am.  Col.  So- 
ciety, it  has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to 
remove  from  his  earthly  labors  Anson  G. 
Phelps,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents 
and  a  Life  Director  of  this  Society — there- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Boaid  feel  that  they 
should  be  doing  injustice  to  themselves 
not  to  express  their  sense  of  the  great 
injury  they  have  sustained  by  the  loss  of 
his  wise  and  prudent  counsels,  of  his 
earnest  and  efficient  action,  of  his  constant 
and  unfailing  pecuniary  chanty,  and 
specially  of  his  bright  and  cheering  exam- 
ple, in  all  the  relations  of  our  common 
humanity. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  deplore  our 
own  loss  we  cannot  but  sympathize  with 
the  numerous  institutions  of  public  and 
of  private  charity,  which  have  been  de- 
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pnvedofa  most  active  and  efficient  support, 
unci  also  with  the  immediate  family  .and 
relatives  of  our  respected  fViend. 

hied,  Thai  tlie  intentions,  opinions, 
and  concluding  acts  of  our  departed  friend 
as  expressed  in  his  Will,  is,  for  its  uncom- 
mon compass  of  thought,  its  disinterested 
benevolence,  its  prudential  regard  to  pro- 
moting the  geatest  good,  worthy  of  high 
udmirnti'ui  and  warm  commendation. 

Resolved,  That  the  family  of  the  late 
Mr.  Phelps  be  requested  to  allow  a  copy 
of  his  portrait  to   be  made  and  deposited 

in  the  moms  of  this  Society,  and  that 

be  a  committee  to  carry  out  this  request, 

Resolvtd,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the 
above  be  sent  by  the  Recording  Secretary 
to  the  family  of  pur  late  distinguished 
friend. 

G.  P.  DysoswAT, 
J.  Wheeler, 

Committee, 

Mr.  Disqsway  and  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean 
were  appointed  the  Committee  to  carry 
out  the  object  embraced  in  the  fourth 
resolution. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society  reported 
fhat  the  Liberia  Herald  has  been  suspen- 
ded :  and  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  viz  :  , 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  !o  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  with  power  to  take 
such  measures  as  they  may  deem  proper 
to  sustain  the  Liberia  Herald. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Disosway,  it  was 
Resolvtd,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board 


be  presented  to  the  Hon.  Justice  Wayne 
of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  for  the  address 
which  lie  delivered  at  the  late  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Society  lie  instructed  to  transmit  to  him 
a  copy  o  f  this  resolution,  and  to  request  of 
him  a  copy  of  his  address  for  publication. 
On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Board 
be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  Society 
for  the  address  delivered  by  him  at  the 
late  Annual  Meeting,  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  fumsh  a  copy  for  publication. 

Rev.  Mr.  Pease  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  are  ready  to 
receive,  invest,  and  set  apart,  for  the 
purposes  bf  common  school  education  in 
Liberia,  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
as  may  be  given  or  bequeathed  to  them 
for  that  purpose.- 

The  minutes  were  then  read  and  appro- 
ved. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  the 
third  Tuesday  in  January,  1855,  at  12 
o'clock,  M. 

The  meeting  was  closed  with  Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean. 

J.  H.  B.  Latrobe, 
President  A.  C.  S. 
D.  M.  Reese, 

Secretary. 


Address  of  J.  II.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq  ,  President  of  the  Am.  Col.  Society, 
At  the  Anniversary, 


Gentlemen  of  the  American    Colonization 
Society. — 

The  only  duty  that  our   constitution,  in 

terms,    imposes   upon  the  President,  is  to 

preside  at  the  annual  meetings.     1  am  here 

to-night  for  that  purpose.     Twenty-eight 

igo,  1  came  to  Washington,  to  urge 

the  Society  the  importance  of  multi- 

lettlementS'in  Africa.     Three  years 

Bince,  1  again  appeared  as  a  speaker  at  the 

meeting.     I   addressed    the   same 

individual  who  had  presided  a  quarter  of  a 

eentury  before.     Mr.  Clay   still   occupied 

the  chair.     It  was  the  last  time  he  filled  it. 

When    the  anniversary  returned,  he    was 

stretched  on  the  bed  from  whence  he  rose 

no  more,   and    his  great  fellow-sta'esman, 


January  17,  1854. 

Mr.  Webster,  took  his  place  on  the  occa- 
sion. Another  year,  and  both  were  in  the 
grave  ;  and  General  Mercer,  their  cotem- 
poiary  and  friend,  identified  with  thi 
ety  from  its  organization,  officiated  «s 
chairman.  At  thai  meeting  the  honor  was 
conferred  upon  me,  that  makes  my  pres- 
ence here  to-night  a  duty.  The  active 
labors  of  thirty  years  for  Africa,  and  for 
this  cause,  wee  then  compensated  ten- 
fold. Prevented  by  the  circumstances  of 
my  professional  life  from  indulging  in 
political  aspirations,  you  nevertheless  gave 
me  a  position,  more  elevated  than  any 
within  the  scope  of  ray  longings,  or  within 
the  reach  of  my  opportunities.  I  would 
be   doing   injustice    to  my  own   feelings, 
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therefore,  did  1  not,  on  this,  the  firstappro- 
priate  occasion,  say  emphatically,  in  the 
hope  that  in  the  brief  words,  you  will 
recognise  an  abiding  sense  of  a  distinction 
conferred, — I  thank  you. 

And,  gentlemen,  who  is  there  that  you 
could  place  here,  who  should  not  say  the 
same?  What  cause  is  there  now  before 
the  Christian  world  more  honorable  or 
more  dignified  than  African  Colonization. 
Year  after  year  it  has  grown  in  stature  and 
in  comeliness.  From  small  beginnings, 
the  impulses  of  an  unobtrusive  philanthro- 
py, it  has  become  a  political  necessity.  It 
oilers,  in  its  settlements  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  the  only  solution  of  the  difficult 
question  presented  by  the  existence,  in  the 
same  land,  of  two  free  races  between  whom 
amalgamation  by  intermarriage  is  imprac- 
ticable :  and  it  opens  an  outlet,  better  than 
any  other,  through  which  the  weaker  of 
the  two  ma}'  escape  from  the  pressure  of 
that  vast  European  immigration,  which 
threatens  to  crush  it  in  a  strife  for 
bread — an  immigration  withheld  in  mercy 
until  new  homes  in  another  continent  could 
be  prepared  for  those  who  were  to  disap- 
pear before  it. 

There  are  some  who  believe  that  this 
immigration,  together  with  the  natural  in- 
crease of  our  population,  may,  one  day, 
so  affect  wages  as  to  make  it  questionable, 
whether  free  white  labor,  becoming  by 
that  rime  acclimated  to  the  toil  of  every 
part  of  our  country,  may  not  be  cheaper, 
under  all  circumstances,  than  slave  labor  ; 
in  which  event,  it  is  supposed  that  a  volun- 
tary emancipation,  prompted  by  interest 
alone,  may  make  our  whole  colored  pop- 
ulation free.  Should  such  anticipations 
ever  be  realized,  the  importance  of  the  out- 
let which  colonization  has  opened  in  the 
direcion  of  Liberia,  will  be  all  the  more 
highly  appreciated  ;  and  should  slavery, 
from  mere  lack  of  other  topics  for  that 
pajrty  excitement  which  is  a  necessity,  it 
would  seem,  of  our  condition,  still  continue 
to  be  discussed,  eagerly  and  angrily,  in 
high  places,  the  discussion  will  at  all 
events  be  made  harmless,  by  the  gradual 
withdrawal  of  the  colored  race,  of  their 
own  accord,  from  the  theatre  of  the  strife. 

It  forms  no  part  of  my  purpose  to  argue 
the  probabilities  of  such  a  result.  Wheth- 
er it  ever  takes  place  or  not,  absolutely  or 
in  degree,  the  suggestion  presents  an  as- 
pect of  our  subject,  in  which  it  certainly 
loses  nothing  of  its  magnitude.  Without 
any  reference,  however,  to  the  future,  in 
this  connection,  we  know  enough  of  colon- 


ization, having  regard  to  our  existing  free 
colored  population  only,  to  see  that  it  in- 
volves considerations  looking  not  merely  t<  i 
the  civilization  and  christianization  of 
Africa,  but  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
our  own  country.  If,  underits  influences, 
we,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  become  an 
homogeneous  people,  gradually  and  almost 
imperceptibly,  or  merely  remove  from  us 
the  free  of  the  other  race,  Africa  will  owe 
to  it  the  blessings  that  even  now  attend 
upon  it.  ft  has  already  shewn  itself  more 
potent  to  suppress  the  slave  trade  than  the 
laws  which  declare  it  piracy,  or  the  squad- 
rons that  have  been  set  to  watch  it.  The 
Bible  Society  is  on  its  right  hand, — the 
Missionary  Society  is  on  its  left  hand, — 
close  by  it  is  the  Sunday  School, — the 
Tract  Society  finds  in  it  an  agency  that 
can  be  used  as  the  colporteur  of  a  conti- 
nent;  and  even  total  abstinence  was  a 
provision  in  the  Constitution  of  Maryland 
in  Liberia,  before  Maine  laws  were  dream- 
ed of  here. 

No  American  statesman,  then,  dealing 
with  the  great  interests  of  the  country, 
now  and  for  the  future,  can  longer  look 
upon  African  Colonization  as  a  mere 
scheme  of  visionary  philanthropy.  It  has 
grown  to  bean  elementin  the  combinations 
that  are  arranging  themselves  throughout 
the  world,  to  be  recorded  as  history  It 
lives  do  more  on  the  sound  of  the  great 
names  of  those  who  rocked  the  cradle  of 
its  infancy.  It  has  ceased  to  quote  opin- 
ions, and  begun  to  point  to  facts  Vessels 
filled  with  emigrants,  nowr  from  New 
York, — to-morrow  from  Baltimore  ami 
Norfolk, — again  from  Savannah  and  New 
Orleans,  are  its  illustrations,  and  its  crown- 
ing triumph  is  the  Republic  of  Liberia. 

But  the  enterprise  we  have  to  deal  with 
is,  nevertheless,  yet  in  its  infancy.  Its 
results,  accumulating  through  generations, 
are  to  be  fully  realized  by  those  only  who 
shall  come  after  us — the  descendants  of 
our  descendants.  Still,  that  should  no: 
discourage  us.  We,  ourselves,  are  but 
now  elaborating  the  beginnings  of  Ply- 
mouth and  of  Jamestown.  Those  only 
accomplish  great  ends  among  men,  who 
are  prophets  with  a  conviction  of  the 
truthfulness  of  their  visions,  and  who  have 
the  patience  to  wait  without  despondency. 
No  doubter  ever  won  a  battle  or  realized  a 
fortune.  Our  success,  up  to  this  time,  in 
the  prosperity  and  order  of  our  colonie.v, 
in  the  contentment,  healthfulness  and 
numbers  of  their  people,  in  the  commerce 
that  has  sprung  up  around  and  with  Lib*- 


ADDRESS  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


27 


Address  of  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq. 


ria,  far   surpasses   the  like  experiences  of  i 
all  preceding  colonizations.     We  have  had,  I 
in    truth,  nothing    to   discourage  us.     On  I 
the  contrary,  all  things,    even  those  appa- 
rently adveis'e   at  the  time,  have  worked  j 
together  for  oir  good  ;  and  there  is  no  one 
reason  why  Aii  lean    Colonization   should  j 
not  go  forward    with    cheering  and    con-  j 
<rratulati.cn  to  the  accomplishment  of  that 
destiny,  which    was,  through    the   Provi- 
dence of  God,  first   suggested,  only  after 
an  association  for   generations  on  genera- 
tions between  the  whites  and  the  Africans 
and  their  descendants, here,  had  so  modified 
the  character   of  the    latter,  as   to  qualify 
them  for  the  establishment  of  free,  civilized 
governments  in  Africa,  to  which  should  be 
attracted,  in  due  season,  and  in  the  natural 
course  of  events,  the  free  colored  population 
of  the  United  States. 

With  no  past  experience,  therefore,  to 
make  us  hesitate,  we  hold  our  thirty-sev- 
enth anniversary,  that  we  may  acquire 
new  confidence  in  the  work  that  is  before 
us. 

When  the  colony  declared  itself  inde- 
pendent in  1847,  the  Society  was  relieved 
from  its  political  functions  as  a  colonial 
legislature.  But  an  increasing  emigration, 
greater  pecuniary  wants,  more  extensive 
relations  with  every  part  of  the  Union, 
bad,  by  this  time,  greatly  multiplied  the 
duties  of  the  executive  committee,  to 
which  the  constitution  confides  exclusively 
the  business  of  the  Society.  Thus,  in 
1847, the  year  of  independence,  but  129 
emigrants  sailed  for  Liberia.  In  1848  the 
number  was  443  ;  in  1849  it  was  422  ;  in 
1850  it  rose  to  507  ;  in  1851  to  676  ;  in 
1852  it  was  666,  and  in  the  year  just  ended 
it  has  been  782.  At  no  time,  therefore, 
since  the  organization  of  the  society,  has 
there  been  more  occasion  for  active  and 
incessant  exertion  in  its  affairs,  than  at 
present. 

At  a  future  day,  emigration  to  Africa 
will  fall  into  the  category  of  all  the  emigra- 
tions that  have  preceded  it,  and  become 
self-paying.  No  emigration,  since  the 
world  begun,  has  had  the  same  motives  to 
prompt  it.  But  a  whole  people  marches 
warily,  and  properly  so,  from  one  home 
to  another.  Convictions  of  the  necessity 
of  removal  impress  themselves  slowly  upon 
those,  whose  peculiar  characteristic  it  is  to 
cling  to  house  and  hearth-stone.  But  the 
result  is  sure,  sooner  or  later.  The  cir- 
cumstances that  must  produce  it  are  inevi- 
table and  irresistible  in  their  operations. 
Under   their    influences  the   free   colored 


people  of  this  country  will  one  day  learn 
to  look  upon  Africa  as  the  Germans  and 
the  Irish  now  look  upon  America,  and 
when  this  shall  be  the  case,  their  emigra- 
tion, like  that  of  the  others,  will  be  self- 
paying. 

To  prepare  for  the  coming  of  this  time, 
has  been  the  true  function  of  colonization. 
To  this,  its  great  duty,  its  appointed  pur- 
pose, its  means  have  been  so  far  sufficient, 
that,  through  their  use,  to  quote  an  able 
writer,  "  a  christian  common  wealth,  anima- 
mated  by  the  spirit  of  modern  civilization, 
now  occupies  the  abandoned  sites  of  the 
slaver's  barracoons,"  "  and  in  the  distant 
future  will  appear  to  have  been  among  the 
memorable  things  of  the  present  age." 

The  greater  task  that  has  often  been 
assigned  to  the  Society,  of  removing,  with 
its  resources,  the  entire  free  colored  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States,  swelling  in  num- 
bers annually,  from  emancipation  and 
natural  increase,  may  be  admitted  to  be 
beyond  the  amplest  means  that  can  reason- 
ably be  expected  to  fall  from  any  quarter 
into  the  treasury  of  the  Society  ;  but  to 
what  has  been  already  suggested  as  its 
appropriate  function, — the  preparation  of 
a  home,  to  which  a  voluntary  emigration, 
aided  in  the  beginning,  but  self-paying  in 
the  end,  may  remove  the  population  in 
question, — it  may  hopefully  address  itself. 
To  this  end,  the  sources  of  aid  heretofore 
relied  upon  have  been  congress,  the  states 
and  individuals. 

Congress,  thus  far,  has  made  no  direct 
pecuniary  contribution  ;  but  it  has  in 
other  ways  rendered  valuable  assistance. 
It  has  maintained  a  squadron  on  the  coast, 
under  the  Ashburton  treaty,  that  has  ren- 
dezvoused at  Monrovia,  and  countenanced 
by  its  presence  all  the  settlements  in  turn. 
Its  agency  for  re-captured  Africans  has, 
even  yet  more  immediately,  benefitted  the 
cause.  The  time  may'  come,  when  the 
funds  of  the  nation  may  be  given  to  for- 
ward what  may  be  called  emphatically  the 
cause  of  the  nation.  The  suggestions  of 
distinguished  statesmen,  in  this  regard ,  may 
be  carried  out ;  but  the  prospect  of  pecu- 
niary aid  from  this  source  is  not  sufficient- 
ly clear  to  permit  the  relaxation  of  earnest 
efforts  to  obtain  it  in  other  directions  ;  and 
colonizationists  should  be  told,  that  upon 
them,  as  individuals,  yet  rest:*  the  burden 
of  the  day  ;  and  they  should  be  invoked  by 
all  the  considerations  that  have  heretofore 
influenced  them,  to  continue  willingly  and 
liberally  to  bear  it  unto  the  end. 

But  while  there  may  be  uncertainty  in 
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regard  to  pecuniary  aid  from  Congress, 
there  are  ways  in  which  it  may  assist  the 
cause  of  colonization,  while  at  the  same 
time  it  does  no  more  than  its  duty  to  the 
country  at  large  —  //  may  recrgnize  Liberia, 
establish  a  mail  service  lo  the  West  Coast 
of  JlfHca,  and  complete  the  exploration,  com- 
menced under  the  auspices  of  the  government. 
Of  course,  every  body  kfrows  that  there  is 
an  independent  nation  styled  the  Republic 
of  Liberia,  which  is  competent  to  the  man- 
agement of  its  own  affairs,  to  its  own  sup- 
port, and  its  own  defence  ;  that  its  laws  are 
modeled  af'ier  our  own,  and  are  w  isely  and 
efficiently  administered  ;  and  that  it  has 
been  recognized  by  England,  France,  Prus- 
sia, Belgium  and  Brazil  :  and  at  first  sight 
it  would  seen)  that  all  this  should  satisfy 
the  young  republic,  so  far  at  least  as  to 
make  its  recognition  by  other  governments, 
and  among  them  the  United  States,  a  mat- 
ter of  indifference.  But  recognition  by  this 
country  is  of  more  than  ordinary  impor- 
tance to  the  new  community; — because  it 
is  from  us  that  it  has  gon^  rorth,  carrying 
with  it  our  laws  and  institutions,  and  re- 
ceivii  g  from  us, annually,  those  accessions, 
upon  which  it  depends  for  strength  and  con- 
sequence. The  antecedents  of  Liberia,  our 
old  relations  with  her  people,  appeal  so 
strongly  to  our  kindliness,  and  seem  to 
make  recognition,  here,  so  much  a  thing  of 
course  almost,  that  a  failure  to  recognize 
may  well  become  a  matter  of  surprise,  and 
lead  all  men  to  ask  the  question,  "why 
should  this  be  so?"  To  the  rest  of  tne 
world,  Liberia  was  a  stranger  when  its 
leading  nations  recognized  her  indepen- 
dence. To  America  she  never  can  be  a 
stranger  ;  and  yet  America  withholds  what 
strangers  have  accorded.  If,  at  some  fu- 
ture day,  Liberia  shall  fulfil  the  expecta- 
tions of  her  friends,  and  the  fullness  of 
prophecy  shall  be  realized  by  the  continent 
on  whose  borders  the  republic  is  establish- 
ed, ours  will  be  the  honor;  for  it  will  be 
our  forms  of  government  that  will  be  found 
there,  our  civilization  that  will  prevail  there. 
Even  now,  it  is  our  statesmen  who  have 
been  commemorated  in  the  nomenclature 
or  the  cities  of  the  coast,  as  at  Monrovia 
and  Harper;  and  it  will  be  our  quiet  homes 
that  will  be  recalled,  as  tne  well  known 
names  of  the  families  from  amongst  whom 
the  emigrants  have  gone,  are  borne  with 
them  to  be  transplanted  and  perpetuated 
beyond  the  sea.  Young,  even  then,  as 
America  may  be,  she  will  be  traditionary 
for  the  Liberians.  Her  past  will  be  their 
past,  as  her  God  is  their  God  ;  and  when 


the  boundaries  of  the -republic  shall  be'tbse 
Senegal  and  the  Niger  upon  the  north  and 
east,  and  the  Atlantic  on  the  soiilh  and 
west,  there  will  be  a  spot,  on  She  bro  Island. 
venerated  as  the  landing  place  from  the 
Elizabeth,  and  a  rock  at  Cape  Pa  I  mas 
fenced  around  about  as  a  memorial  of  the 
disembarkation  from  the  Ann.  13  >und,ihU8, 
in  the  origin  of  their  nation:;!  existence,  to 
America,  i'  will  be  our  own  fault,  if  the 
kindliness  of  the  association,  which  has 
thus  become  historical,  shall  no:  continue 
until  such  existence  has  an  end. 

But,  apart  from  such  general  considera- 
tions, there  are  particular  on<  i  appealing 
directly  to  the  interests  of  bur  whole  coun- 
try. The  United  States  are  as  much  con- 
cerned in  the  extension  of  the  markets  of 
the  world  as  any  other  nation,  except 
England,  to  whom  i  ew  markets  are  ne- 
cessities. We  are  a  manufacturing,  and  a 
commercial  people.  Producing  the  greater 
part  of  our  raw  material,  we  mi  nufacture, 
up  to  a  certain  point,  to  gre  .'  r  i  dvantage 
than  almost  any  other  people,  and  our 
ships  cany  what  we  manufacture  to  the 
uttermost  ends  of  the  earth.  We  have  an 
active  intelligence,  too,  which  is  annually 
improving  our  machinery,  so  as  to  in- 
crease our  manufactures  in  a  ratio  almost 
geometrical.  Now,  the  greatest  of  the 
yet  unsupplied  markets  of  the  world  is 
Africa,  with  a  population  of  millions  on 
millions,  eager  to  take  from  us  whatever 
we  please  to  send  there,  anil  giving  us  in 
exchange  gold  and  ivory — rich  dye  woods, 
palm  oil,  hides,  beeswax,  coffee,  gams 
and  spices,  and  indeed  all  the  productions 
of  the  Tropics.  To  this  market,  or  at 
least  a  very  large  portion  of  it,  the  settle- 
ments fin  the  west  coast  are  the  keys. 
The  colored  people  there,  from  the  United 
States,  are  the  factors  of  the  worfd,  or  are 
to  become  such,  so  far  as  central  Africa  is 
concerned.  Civilized  and  intelligent,  and 
able  to  live  in  a  climate  which  is  fatal  to 
the  white  man,  they  fill  a  place  the  latter 
cannot  occupy,  and  to  the  duties  of  which 
the  recaptured,  or  the  native,  African  is 
incompetent.  England,  with  her  large 
experience  at  Siena  Leone,  Fernando  Po, 
Cape  Coast  Castle,  and  in  the  Niger,  ap- 
preciated all  this,  and  hastened  to  make 
friends  of  the  people  of  Liberia.  The 
oilier  nations  already  name:',  followed  her 
example: — and  why  should    we,    by    our 

,  make  unfriends  of  them,  \> 
their  sympathies  are  with  us, and  Wh 
still  iook   upon  America   as  "home;" — for 
such,  strange  as  some   may  think  it,  is 
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nevertheless  t lie  fact.  Why  should  it,  be, 
that,  even  w,  two-thirds  of  iliecommerce 
Otf  Li1  eria  is  in  English  goods  carried  in 
English  ships? — All  the  advantages  are 
o«  our  side.  We'  furnish  England  the 
which  is  essential  to  African  trade, 
and  supply  her  with  the  cotton  for  the 
coarse  goods  with  which  she  gluts  the 
markets  on  the  coast.  She  has  no  better 
ships  tljan  we  have,  no  better  seamen,  no 
better  merchants,  not  more  intelligence, 
not  more  enterprise:  but  she  has  been 
wiser  than  we  have  been  — she  has 
nized  the  young'  nation, — she  hasgiven  it 
consequence,  — site  has  won  its  sympathies, 
— and  thus,  by  doing  that  which  it  would 
cost  us  nothing  to  do  likewise,  she  has  de- 
prived us,  already,  or  is  in  a  fair  way  to 
.  of  those  advantages  which 
legitimately  belong  to  us,  not  by  operation 
of  law,  I  ut  by  the  operations  of  the  human 
heart,  such  us  made  us,  in  the  olden  time, 
bear  and  suffer  so  much,  rather  than  cast 
off  our  allegiance  to  Great  Britain,  and 
which  made  us,  when  we  at  last  threw  it, 
aside,  clii  ;  so  closely  to  France,  because 
ruie  acknowledged  to  the  world  that  she 
held  us  to  Le  a  free  and  independent 
people. 

It  is  commerce  that  is  to  do  the  work  of 
African  Colonization,  as  it  is  now  doing 
the  work  of  European  immigration.  It  is 
commerce  that  is  to  build  what  has  often 
been  termed  the  bridge  of  boats,  over 
which  is  to  pass  eastward,  o;;r  free 
ed [population  ;  and  why,  to  pursue  the 
simile,  sii.'uld  we,  by  our  indifference  and 
want  of  foresight,  permit  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  abutment  to  be  placed  at  Liver- 
pool, when  we  have  oniy  to  will  it,  that 
it  may  oe  laid  with  broad  and  deep  foun- 
dations in  the  cities  of  America. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  matter  of 
recognition,  which  ought  perhaps  to  be 
taken  before  passing  to  oilier  subjects.' 
Whatever  may  be  thought  of  colonization 
by.  even  its  bitterest  opponents,  there  is 
probably  not  one  of  them  who  would  desire 
to  see  Liberia  closed  to  emigration  from 
the  United  States:  and  yet  what  guaranty 
is  there,  that  it  will  continue  to  be  permit? 
ted,  except  in  the  desire  of  the  Liberians 
to  increase  in  numbers,  and  to  maintain 
kind  relations  with  this  country?  Here,  in 
America,  there  have  been  cases,  where 
emigrants  have  been  sent  back  to  the  old' 
world  ui  countries  far  more  powerful, 
though  not  more  independent  than  Liberia; 
and  should  Liberia,  though  from  differ- 
ent motives,  choose  to  follow  our  example, 
making  her  interest  pay  tribute  to  offended 


pride,  in  this  respect,  and  place  restrictions 
upon  immigration  from  America,  there 
would,  I  presume,  be  few  in  our  country 
who  would  not  deeply  deplore  a  result  that 
might  so  easily  have  been  obviated.  That 
statesmanship  is  the  most  sagacious,  which 
embraces  not  only  the  probabilities  but  the 
possibilities  of  the  future  ;  and  hence  the 
discussion  of  the  subject  of  recognition 
would  be  imperfect,  ilid  it  not  refer  to 
what  is  here  suggested  as  one  of  the  ele- 
ments, of  greater  or  less  weight,  in  the 
consideration  of  the  question. 

But,  the  true  policy  of  this  country  is  to 
recognize  the  independence  of  Liberia,  and 
to  do  it  at  once,  ai:d,  if  need  be,  to  guar- 
anty it.  Every  state  in  the  Union  has 
contributed  in  men,  or  in  money,  r»r  in 
both,  to  make  the  Republic  what  it  is  : 
and  the  United  States,  powerful  and  mag- 
nanimous, can  gain  nothing  /but  credit,  by 
acknowledging  that,  formally,  which  is 
being  practically  recognized  every  day. 
Let  those  who  rule  in  the  Capitol  have  no 
doubt  upon  the  subject.  The  country — 
the  whole  country — will  uphold  them  in 
the  act. 

And  not  only  should  this  recognition 
take  place,  as  a  matter  of  public  policy, 
none  the  less  proper  because  it  promotes  a 
great  philanthropy,  but  a  mail  service  by 
steamers  should  be  provided,  in  view  of 
the  commerce  which  the  Uniied  States  have 
on  the  coast,  and  the  squadron  that  they 
maintain  there, — the  vessels  taking  the 
western  Islands  and  Madeira  on  their  pas- 
sage out,  and  running  down  the  coast  from 
Cape  Verue,  making  an  offing  from  Cape 
Palnias,  so  as  to  strike  the  trade  winds  and 
return  before  th;m  to  this  country  via  the 
West  Indies. 

The  contract  for  this  mail  should  Le 
given  to  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety, to  whose  operations  it  would  afford 
most  important  aid.  With  regularity  in 
opportunity,  there  would  be  regularity  in 
emigration  ;  and  the  days  of  sailing  would 
find  emigrants  arriving  at  the  hour,  and 
embarking  without  the  delay  which  now 
attends,  necessarily,  the  transient  expedi- 
tions to  Liberia.  Not  only  would  emigra- 
tion be  thus  facilitated  and  cheapened,  but 
colonization  would  be  popularized.  Africa 
would  be  brought,  practically,  nearer  to 
America.  The  voyage,  being  shortened, 
would  be  deprived  of  its  terrors  to  the  ig- 
norant and  inexperienced;  and  gradually, 
there  would  grow  up,  from  the  small  be- 
ginning now  suggested,  an  "Ebony  line," 
as  imposing  as  that  heretofore  brought 
before  Congress  ;  and  which  growing  up, 
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a  to  rally,  with  the  demand  for  it,  would 
je  certain  to  succeed. 

As  already  seen,  England  has  been  be- 
fore us  in  the  recognition  of  Liberia  ;  and 
it  is  to  be  added,  that  she  has  also  antici- 
pated us  in  a  mail  to  the  coast. — a  steamer 
leaving  Falmouth  every  two  weeks  via  the 
Cape  de' Verd  Islands.  The  greater  part 
of  the  correspondence  between  the  United 
States  and  Liberia  takes  this  channel  ;  and 
Lieutenant  Lynch,  in  his  recent  reconnoi- 
sance,  actually  joined  the  American  Squad- 
ron off  Monrovia  via  Liverpool.  We  thus 
pay  back  to  England,  in  postages  and  pas- 
sages, a  portion  of  our  profits  on  cotton 
and  tobacco. 

Again,  Congress  may  perfect  the  explo- 
ration of  the  country  to  the  interior  of 
Liberia,  commenced  by  Lieutenant  Lynch. 
It  has  authorized  an  expedition  to  the 
AntarcticUcean.  The  vessels  ofour  country 
are  now  seeking  the  head  waters  of  the 
Amazon,  and  are  among  the  Islands  of 
Aleutia.  Her  boats  and  her  flag  have 
floated  upon  the  ponderous  waves  that 
roll  above  "  the  cities  of  the  plain  :  "  and  , 
if  her  navy  has  been  permitted  to  explore 
the  Dead  Sea  borders,  for  memorials  of  the 
past,  why  should  not  Africa  be  explored 
in  reference  to  the  best  hopes  of  the  fu- 
ture. An  armament  more  powerful  than 
any  which  ever  left  the  ports  of  America, 
is  now  seeking  to  establish  a  commerce 
with  the  Islands  of  Japan: — a  single  officer 
;tnd  a  few  brave  men  are  all  that  is  asked, 
that  a  highway  for  commerce  may  be 
"pened,  pointing  to  the-  heart  of  one  of 
the  four  quarters  of  the  globe.  Surely  to 
this  extent  at  least,  Congress  may  aid 
colonization. 

INext  to  Congress,  in  the  enumeration  of 
our   resources,  come  the   several   States.  11 
One  of  the  peculiarities  of  African  Coloni- 
7ation   is,   that   while  all  its  friends  agree 

■.bout  its  exclusive  object, — "the  removal 

o  Africa,  with  their  own  consent,  of  the 

ree  colored  people  of  the  United  States" — 
ihey  agree  about  very  little  else.     Some  i 
advocate  it  in  view  of  the  christianizatjon 
of  a   continent  :    some,    to  put  down  the 
slave  trade  :  some,  to  hasten   the  separa- 

:on  of  the  free  from  a  contact  with  the 
daves,  which  they  look  upon  as  injurious 
'0  the  latter  ; — some  advocate  it,  that  there 
•nay  be  a  place  of  refuge  for  the  colored 

ace;  some  contribute,  hopeless  of  any 
great  political  result,  with  a  commercial 
view  only.  So,  too,  with  the  several  states. 

fn  some,  the  feeling  is  favorable  to  the 
removal  of  the  free. — in  others  of  the  eman- 


cipated slaves  alone — in  Maryland, the  ap- 
propriation is  for  both  purposes 

Colonization  has  thus  been  likened  to 
the  child  of  many  fathers,  with  friends  all 
round,  but  with  no  one  willing  to  assume 
its  exclusive  maintenance  :  and  th;s,  to  a 
certain  extent,  has  been  true  :  and  its  only 
apology,  if  one  is  needed,  for  such  a 
parentage,  is,  that  without  it,  it  would 
never  have  existed  at  all;  and  if  a  meagre 
nurture  and  sorry  raiment  have  at  all  re- 
tarded its  growth  or  impaired  its  comeli- 
ness, the  fault  has  been  with  the  parents, 
while  the  misfortune  has  rested  upon  the 
offspring.  But,  perhaps,  it  may  be  all  the 
longer-lived,  for  not  having  had  precocity 
forced  upon  it  by  a  greater  liberality  on  the 
part  of  those  who  have  the  responsibility 
of  its  existence. 

So  far  as  the  Society  itself  is  affected  by 
the  variety  of  the  motives  that  exist  for 
advocating  the  cause,  it  is  uninfluenced  by 
any  of  them.  Its  work  is  the  removal  of 
emigrants, not  the  discussion  of  the  motives 
for  emigration.  It  has  refrained  from  the 
commencement,  and  will  refrain  totheend, 
from  taking  part  in  any  controversy  hi 
regard  to  slavery.  This  is  its  only  be- 
coming course,  due  alike  to  its  dignity 
and  good  faith  ;  and  to  the  fact,  that  for 
Thirty-seven  years,  it  has  owed  its  exis- 
tence to  the  support  that  it  has  received 
from  both  north  and  south,  slaveholders 
and  non-slaveholders,  whose  representa- 
tives, meeting  at  the  successive  anniversa- 
ries, have  waived  all  points  of  difference, 
and  united  in  the  one  great  work  of  found- 
ing and  maintaining  the  colony,  and  pro/ 
moting  the  removal  to  it  of  such  free  per- 
sons as  desired  to  emigrate,  — with  what 
result  has  been  already  shown. 

Advocated,  however,  as  colonization 
certainly  has  been,  for  varying  reasons. 
there  might  be  a  difficulty,  in  agreeing,  in 
Congress,  about  the  proper  class  of  bene- 
i,  in  the  event  of  a  direct  appropria- 
tion by  the  Genera!  Government.  But  no 
such  difficulty  can  take  place  in  the  Stat<- 
Legislatures,  where  each  may  select  for 
itself  the  objects  of  its  bounty,  according  to 
its  peculiar  predilections. 

To  the  several  states,  therefore,  the 
Society  iooks  with  great  interest,  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter.  Already,  the 
States  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Indiana, 
Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  and  New 
Jersey,  have  made  appropriations  ;  and  it 
is  anticipated,  not  unreasonably,  that  the 
others  will  gradually  follow  their  example. 

If  this  action  of  the  several  State?  in- 
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vnlved  the  maintainance  by  each  of  an  org- 
anization looking  to  the  shipment  of  emi- 
grants, and  such  as  makes  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  to  some  extent,  a 
commercial  agency,  there  would  be  many 
objections  to  it.  The  result  would  be 
•  oniplieation,  and,  very  probably,  a  good 
ileal  of  confusion.  Some  States  might 
succeed,  while  others  would  fail.  But  the 
existence  of  the  Parent  Society  obviates 
this  difficulty,  in  affording  the  agency  that 
is  necessary.  The  founder  of  the  settle- 
ments on  the  coast,  their  friend  and  guar- 
dian from  infancy  to  youth,  and  now  main- 
taining that  intercourse  with  the  Republic 
which  can  best  be  carried  on  by  a  single 
il  possesses  an  experience,  which  it 
has  obtained  at  some  cost,  and  which  ad- 
mirably fits  it  for  the  present  exigencies  of 
;he  Colonization  cause. 

The  last  of  the  resources  of  the  Society 
are  its  individual  contributions.  They 
have  been  its  main  reliance  from  the 
beginning.  They  enable'  it  to  meet  its 
local  expenses,  to  maintain  its  agents 
throughout  the  country,  to  send  shipload 
after  shipload  of  emigrants  to  Africa,  and 
10  provide  for  them  for  a  season  there. 
They  form  the  certainties  upon  which 
thousands  are  now  dependent,  and  upon 
which  thousands  on  thousands  must  con- 
iinue  to  depend,  until,  as  already  intima- 
ted, the  attractions  of  Liberia  and  the  re- 1 
pulsions  of  America,  shall  make  African  j 
colonization  a  self-paying  one.  Congress 
may  appropriate  money,  the  states,  all  of 
them,  may  do  the  same,  and  yet  the  func- 
tions of  the  American  Colonization  Society 
will  not  cease,  until  Liberia  shall  see  emi- 
grants arrive,  as  America  now  sees  them, 
mi  the  instant  of  their  arrival  only,  losing 
sight  of  them  as  they  are  at  once  absorbed 
into  the  great  body  of  the  people.  To  the 
maintenance  of  the  individual  collections, 
ore,  the  co-operation  of  all  who  wish 
i  the  cause,  over  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land,  is  most  earnestly  invo- 
ked ;  and  to  secure  it  the  efforts  of  the 
•>fucers  and  agents  of  the  Society  will 
■loubtless  be  zealously  directed. 

The  relations  of  the  Socieiy  with  the 
dee  people  of  colour  are  too  important 
i  >t  to  be  noticed,  separately,  on  an  occa- 
sion like  the  present.  Without  their  co- 
operation,  colonization  can  have  no  results: 
and  how  much  better  would  it  not  be,  if 
this  co-operation  were  produced  by  none 
hut  the  kindliest  feelings.  In  establishing 
'■olonies  on  the  coast,  colonizationists  have 
been  governed  by  a  conviction  of  the 
exigencies  of  the  future  already  described; 


and  the  events  of  succeeding  years  have 
only  corroborated  their  convictions  :  and 
when  the  opponents  of  the  cause  have 
pointed  to  the  increasing  intelligence,  the 
greater  diffusion  of  education  among  free 
coloured  people,  and  to  the  honorable 
positions,  in  a  moral  and  intellectual  point 
of  view,  obtained  by  many  of  them  in  this 
country,  as  reasons  for  anticipating  a  time 
when  they  may  be  recognized  as  socially 
and  politically  the  equals  of  the  whites, 
Colonizationists,  freely  and  to  the  fullest 
extent  admitting  every  thing  thus  claimed 
in  their  behalf,  have  relied  upon  it  for  a 
wholly  different  purpose,  as  they  discov- 
ered, in  their  increasing  sensitiveness  and 
pride,  consequent  upon  increasing  mental 
culture,  only  additional  obstacles  to  the 
continuing  residence,  in  the  same  land,  of 
two  free  races  between  whom  amalgama- 
tion by  intermarriage  was  impracticable. 
The  refinement  of  the  class  in  question 
must  settle  for  ever  the  necessity  of  their 
colonization,  and  they  themselves  should 
be  the  first  to  acknowledge  and  proclaim 
it.  Ignorance  and  callousness  may  be 
satisfied  with  nominal  freedom.  Educated 
intelligence  cannot  tolerate  it.  And  where 
the  free  colored  man  in  America  is  edu- 
cated and  intelligent,  and  there  are  num- 
bers who  are  both,  he  is  like  the  prisoner 
in  the  cages  that  we  read  of,  who  would 
give  life  itself  for  the  ability,  but  for  a  single 
hour,  once  more  to  extend  each  limb  to  the 
uttermost,  and  to  stand  again  erect  in  the  full 
measure  o.f  his  manhood.  While  some. 
therefore,  look  upon  the  improvement,  here, 
of  the  free  colored  man,  as  bringing  him 
nearer  to  the  object  of  his  wishes,  coloniza- 
tionists rejoice  in  it  as  justifying  that  confi- 
dence in  his  capacity,  without  which  their 
scheme,  originally,  would  have  been  noth- 
ing better  than  a  barbarous  planof  removing 
the  whole  class  to  Africa,  that  they  might 
perish  on  its  shores,  or  relapse  into  the 
savage  idolatry  of  their  pagan  forefathers. 

If,  agreeing  with  the  Colonizationists, 
i  the  free  people  of  color  are  influenced  to 
emigrate  before  the  coming  of  the  evil  dav 
so  often  referred  to,  so  much  the  better. 
Should  they,  doubting  the  prophecy,  abide 
the  event,  Colonizationists,  with  whim  has 
been  the  vision,  will  at  any  rate,  have 
done  their  duty. 

1  have  thus,  on  the  first  occasion  that 
presented  itself,  expressed,  as  President  of 
the  Society,  frankly,  and  in  what  I  have 
intended  should  be  a  business  way,  my 
views  in  regard  to  its  leading  interests, 
even  at  the  risk  of  repealing  verbatim. 
perhaps,     speeches     heretofore    delivered 
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daring  the  thirty  years  of  my  connection 
with  the  cause. 

Thirty-seven  years  is  the  age  of  the 
Society  :  a  brief  one  it  is  true,  but  crowded 
with  interest  for  future  history,  in  connec- 
tion with  Africa  and  her  people.  In  1816, 
immigration  Irom  Europe  was  ifnfrequent, 
creating  pressure  no  where.  In  1854,  it  rolls 
onward  and  o*  er  like  a  mighty  wave,  each, 
of  whose  culminations  is  higher  than  the 
last  as  it  falls  upon  our  shores.  In  1816, 
the  ships  of  the  world  were  not  supposed 
to  be  adequate  to  the  task  of  removing-  to 
Africa  the  increase  even  of  our  colored 
population..  In  1853,  the  ordinary  com- 
merce of  our  country  brought  to  us  from 
Europe  hah"  a  million  of  souls,  exceeding 
by  some  70,000  the  total  number  of  our 
free  colored  population.  In  1816.  the  fu- 
6*  the  latter  was  the  reflection  of  a 
happy  and  careless  past.  In  1854,  it  is 
dark  and  gloomy  and  unpromising,  with  no 
break  in  the  clouds,  no  lifting  of  the  mist, 
no  lighting  up  of  the  heavens,  save  across 
the  ocean,  and  in  the  direction  of  Liberia. 
In  1816,  Union  in  connection  with  slavery, 
was  never  spoken  of,  because  disunion 
was  not  even  the  shadow  of  a  dream.  In 
1854,  Union  has  become  a  rallying  word. 
a  prayer — just  as  the  relation  of  father 
became  holier,  after  the  idea  of  parracide 
had  been  suggested.  In  1816,  coloniza- 
tion was  a  philanthropy,  limited  in  its 
views  and  uncertain  in  its  results.  In 
1854,  it  is  a  political  necessity,  not  polit- 
ical in  the  sense  of  party,  but  as  the  word 
regards  the  happiness  of  man,  the  penna- 
nt" nations,  the  spread  of  knowledge 
and  the  advance  of  Christianity.  In  1816, 
colonizationists  were  looked  upon  as  zea- 
lots engaged  in  an  impracticable  scheme. 
In  1854,  the  great  nations  of  the  world  are 
making  treaties  wiih  the  workmanship  of 
this  zeal,  and  so  paying  homage  to  its 
availability.  In  1816,  from  Cape  Verde  to 
Cape  Pa! mas,  the  coast  of  Africa  presented 
a  shining  belt  ot  sand,  on  which  the  waves 
broke  with  thundering  sound,  bathing  the 
roots  almost  of  the  rich  dank  forest  which 
waved  its  feathery  crests  of  palm  and  cocoa 
above  the  rolling  waters,  and  sheltered  the 
barracoon  of  the  slaver  from  the  one  cape 


to  the  other.  In  1854,  there  stretches 
along  the  dee;),  the  same  silvery  line,  and 
the  cocoa  and  the  palm  still  wave  their 
a  landmarks  above  the  horizon  of 
;st.  Rut  the  barracoon  is  wanting 
1  tndscape.  The  squadrons  of  civil- 
ized men  hue-  the  coast  that  it  may  never 
be  seen  there  more.  Ships  of  all  nations 
art  busy  in  lawful  commerce  :  and 
shore  there  are  the  dwellings  of  christian 
men  and  temples  to  the  living  Cod. 
Lighthouses  guide  the  mariner  from 
to  point.  Vessels  are  on  the  stocks 
inill3  are  in  operation — printing  presses  a:e 
at  work, — the  school  master  is  abroad — 
candidates  are  up  for  office — a  legislature 
is  in  session — n  president  sends  in  his  an- 
nual message — a  militia  is  equipped  and 
trained  and  tried — and  above  all — far, — 
high, — away, — above  all, — there  is  true 
freedom,  religion, happiness  and  pea 
when,  in  its  turn,  that  the  succession  of 
events  may  be  complete,  the  funeral  pro- 
cession moves  along,  the  dust  that  returns 
to  the  dust,  is  that  of  one  who  dying  in- 
voked blessings  upon  those  who  had  built 
up,  lor  God  glory,  and  for  the  welfare  of 
one  mighty  nation  ami  the  enlightenment 
of  a  continent,  the  Republic  of  Liberia. 

Such  are  the  demonstrations  of  1854, 
compared  with  the  drenmings  of  1816. 
This  is  the  cause  whose  anniversary 
we  now  commemorate.  This  is  the  people, 
whom  we  do  most  earnestly  hope  Ccni  ress 
may  recognize  as  a  nation  iiriOrig  the 
nations.  This  is  the  people,  that  we 
would  have  brought  so  near  to  us  by  mails, 
by  opportunities  of  intercourse,  that  the 
transit  eastward  may  be  as  familiar  as  a 
morning  walk.  This  is  the  cause,  and 
this  is  the  people,  that  we  would  have 
the  States  of  the  Union  aid  On  their  way 
to  the  fulfilment  of  their  destiny,  and  to 
promote  the  interests  of  which  we  invoke 
the  ah!  of  every  man  and  woman  in  Amer- 
ica, who  love  their  country  and  are  willing 
to  co-operate  for  its  glory  and  renown — 
promising,  to  each  and  every  one  of  them, 
that  history  shall  tell  of  them  and  theirs 
no  nobler  story,  than  that  which  records 
the  exodus  of  Africa  with  the  religion  and 
civilization  of  America. 
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Address  of  the  Hon.  James  M.  Wayne,  of  Georgia : 

At  the  37th  Anniversary,  January  17th,  1854. 


Mr.  President  : 

I  congratulate  you^  sir,  upon  your  posi- 
tion in  this  Society,  and   the  Society  that 
you  are  its  President.     To  succeed  such 
men  as  have  preceded  you,  is  no  ordinary 
distinction  ;  but  you,  sir,  have  deserved  it 
from  your  long  and  uniform  support  of  the 
objects  of  this  Society.     If  the  propriety  of 
the  selection  could    be  questioned,    your 
address  this   evening   would  give  the  an- 
swer.    I  trust,  sir,  that  it  will  be  exten- 
sively  circulated,    in  connexion    with  all 
other  information  of  a  like  kind,  which  the 
Society  may  have  in  its  possession.     We 
still  have  prejudices  to  meet  and  to  remove, 
opposition  to  encounter  and  to  subdue,  and 
much  to  do  to  put  this  Society  and  what  it 
has  done  in  a  proper  view  before  this  na- 
tion.    It  has  never  had  the  full  sympathy 
of  the  American  people,  and  but  little  of 
that   of  the   Federal    Government.     The 
time  has  come,  when  both   may  be  won, 
if  a  right  course  shall  be  taken  to  gain 
them.     To  do  so,  we  must  use  freely  all 
of  those  agencies  by  which  public  senti- 
ment may  be  arrayed  in  favor  of  a  good 
cause.     The   short-hand    writer,  the  tele- 
graph and  the  press  are  at  our  command. 
They  must  be  employed  and  paid,  to  pro- 
mulgate whatever  may  be  done  here,  as 
soon   as  it  is   done,   and    whatever  shall 
happen  in  connftxion  with  this  Society,  as 
soon  as  it  is  known.     We  must  do  all  that 
our  predecessors  did,  and  more.     We  can- 
not surpass  them  in   merit,  but  we  may 
equal   them   in    effort.     And  we   can    do 
more,    because  the  world's   apprehension 
now,  of  the  rights  of  humanity,  whatever 
may  be  the  color  of  the  man,  or  wherever 
he  may  be  found,  has  removed  many  diffi- 
culties which  were  in  the  way  of  colonizing 
our  free  people  of  color  in  Africa,  when 
this   Society   was    formed.     Then    every 
maritime  nation  in    Europe,  except  Den- 
mark and  England,  permitted  their  subjects 
to  carry  on  the  slave  trade  from  Africa. 
Their  factories  and  barracoons  lined    its 
coast,  for  more  than  three  thousand  miles. 
Every  day's  sun   rose  and  set  upon  the 
sufferings  of  victims,  added  to  those  of  the 
day   before.     Now    all  Christendom    de- 
nounces such  a  trade  as  an  odious  crime. 
"From  treaties  and  conventions  which  have 
been  made  by  the  nations  of  Europe  to 
abandon  it;"   it   ought   henceforth  to  be 
considered  as  interdicted   by  the  interna- 
tional   code  of  Europe  and   America.     It 


was  this  trade  which  made  the  coloniza- 
tion of  our  free  people  of  color  in  Africa, 
when  this  Society  was  formed,  most  diffi- 
|  cult  and  uncertain.  And  it  would  yet  be 
so,  had  there  been  merely  a  passive  aban- 
donment of  the  trade.  But  it  was  known, 
that  having  been  pursued  for  more  than 
two  hundred  years,  it  would  be  unlaw- 
fully  continued, — as  it  has  been,  and  is  to 
[  this  day — unless  the  nations  of  J-Jurope 
and  the  United  States  would  actively  niter- 
fere  to  enforce  the  prohibition.  It  ha? 
j  been  extinguished  upon  the  Liberian  coast 
j  and  upon  all  of  that  colonized  by  England: 
but  is  still  connived  at  by  most  of  the 
authorities  of  the  other  nations  of  Europe, 
which  have  settlements  upon  the  Western 
Coast  of  Africa.  In  consequence  of  this, 
Europe  is  now  combined  to  give  life  and 
energy  to  their  treaties  upon  this  subject. 
The  squadrons  of  England,  France  and 
the  United  States,  enforce  them.  Severe 
penalties  have  been  legislatively  enacted, 
by  all  the  nations  of  Europe  and  by  our- 
selves, to  punish  all  who  shall  be  caught 
engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  or  in  fitting  out 
vessels  for  that  purpose.  This  state  of 
things  has  shown,  too,  that  a  richer  com- 
merce may  be  had  with  Africa  than  a  slavte 
trade.  The  nations  in  the  interior  of  it, 
and  the  tribes  upon  the  coast,  have  also 
found  that  out,  and  must  pursue  it,  if  the 
unlawful  trade  shall  be  extinguished,  aa 
neither  Europe  nor  America  will  any  lon- 
ger deal  with  them  for  slaves.  Besides, 
sir,  that  man  must  be  blind  to  the  impres- 
sions of  Providence,  during  the  last  forty 
years,  upon  the 'understandings  of  men, 
if  he  cannot  see,  that  their  tendency  is,  to 
give  to  us  a  more  intelligent  view  of  right, 
with  a  disposition  to  support  it,  and  to 
move  our  hearts  with  kindness  towards  all 
of  the  human  race.  Such  are  some  of  the 
changes  in  the  last  forty  years,  which 
prompt  us  to  be  active  and  earnest  in  our 
efforts  to  advance  the  objects  of  this  Soci- 
ety, and  which  it  had  not  in  its  favor  when 
it  was  formed. 

Our  domestic  condition  now  increases 
our  obligation  to  do  so.  There  are  at  this 
time  in  the  United  States,  three  times  the 
number  of  free  persons  of  color,  that  there 
were  when  the  Society  began  to  colonize 
them  in  Africa.  If  they  are  not  harmless 
as  a  class,  we  know  it  to  be  chiefly  owing 
to  their  necessarily  inferior  social  and  civil 
condition.     They  are    freedmen    wi'hout 
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liberty  ;  are  mostly  without  the  privileges 
of  instruction,  or  the  right  to  labor  as 
they  please  ;  and  can  never  hope  that  their 
posterity  here  can  become  more  elevated 
:han  themselves. 

It  is  useless  now  to  speculate  upon  the 
origin  of  their  condition,  or  to  speak  of  the 
policy  of  those  restraints  under  which 
they  must  always  live  in  the  United  States. 
They  are  imposed  more  or  less  in  all  of 
the  States. 

Society  is  natural,  but  its  organization  is 
artificial  and  adventitious.  It  has  rarely 
in  its  beginning  been  favorable  to  equality 
of  condition.  Superiority  of  mind  or  of 
oody,  or  larger  possession  of  what  makes 
property,  have  divided  all  communities  at 
first  into  classes.  The  lower  have  served 
the  higher  for  something  to  live  upon,  but 
as  society  advanced  and  labor  became 
more  oppressive,  or  was  more  wanted,  all 
classes  have  been  willing  to  lighten  its 
burden,  by  the  absoluteness  of  domestic, 
servitude  ;  if  those  could  be  found  who 
could  be  coerced  to  bear  it.  War,  want, 
crime,  climate,  peace  and  mistaken  views 
of  religion,  have  been  the  pretexts  for  re- 
ducing men  into  slavery.  But  pretexts  as 
they  are,  when  slavery  has  become  habit- 
ual, and  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  part  of 
the  policy  of  any  community,  its  safety 
may  not  permit  the  dissolution  of  the  evil 
all  at  once.  Rights  grow  up  under  such  a 
system,  which  cannot  with  justice  be  sud- 
denly taken  away.  All  experience  shows 
that  every  untimely  interference  with  it, 
has  produced  neither  good  to  the  state,  to 
the  master,  nor  to  the  slave.  When  at- 
tempted by  an  external  intervention,  out  of 
the  sovereignty  where  it  exists,  it  has 
always  productd  bloodshed,  massacre  and 
war.  All  that  a  nation  can  do,  in  which 
there  is  such  a  relation,  is  to  deal  with  it 
kindly,  in  such  a  manner  that  the  integ- 
rity of  the  state  may  be  preserved.  Its 
real  duty  is  not  to  permit  any  other  state 
or  authority  to  interfere  with  it. 

But,  sir,  slavery  has  never  existed  in 
ancient  or  modern  times,  nor  anywhere, 
without  the  allowance  of  partial  emancipa- 
tion. This  makes  another  class,  larger 
in  numbers,  than  the  relations  upon  a  su- 
perficial view  of  it,  would  seem  to  admit. 
In  our  own  country,  the  number  is  one- 
eighth  of  the  whole  of  our  colored  popula- 
tion. In  the  chapter  of  Roman  civiliza- 
tion, its  legislation  for  this  class  is  one  of 
the  most  curious  and  instructive  in  the  his- 
tory ot  man. — It  was  always  difficult  to 
deal  with,  but  its  result  was,  that  the 
emancipated    freedman,   having    lost    the 


guardianship  of  his  owner,  became  the 
ward  of  the  state.  It  gave  to  him  protec- 
tion but  not  citizenship,  exemption  from 
coerced  labor,  but  only  the  right  to  labor 
in  particular  employments.  The  taint,  of 
servile  blood,  though  the  freedmen  of 
Rome  were  white  persons,  followed  their 
posterity  to  the  third  and  fourth  genera- 
tions. Their  children  'were  called  liber- 
tini,  their  grandchildren  ingenues.  Hor- 
ace was  of  the  latter  class; — and  if  the 
caprice  of  the  aristocracy,  or  of  the  Empe- 
ror, admitted  some  of  them  at  times  to  the 
highest  social  intercourse,  the  class  were 
never  permitted  to  enjoy  its  equality  until 
there  was  no  recollection  of  the  servitude 
of  their  ancestors. 

»  How  much  more  hopeless  is  the  state  of 
the  African  freedman  of  the  United  States. 
They  never  can  become  here,  in  social  life, 
more  than  they  are.  Living,  as  they  do. 
wherever  they  may  live  in  the  United 
States,  only  by  the  toleration  of  the  States, 
they  can  never  have, wherever  they  may  be, 
exemption  from  legislative  constraint,  or 
the  benefit  of  those  sanctions  of  municipal 
morality  which  might  otherwise  give  to 
them  purity  as  a  class. 

It  was  this  vie'w  of  the  colored  freedman 
of  America  which  led  to  the  formation  of 
this  Society.  Its  first  object  was  to  give 
them  a  home,  where  they  would  be  unpre- 
judiced by  color.  Africa  could  alone  give 
that  security.  There,  it  was  hoped  and 
believed,  that  their  moral  and  intellectual 
capacity  could  be  developed  to  its  fullest 
extent,  whatever  that  may  be.  That  they, 
would  rear  for  themselves  a  government 
of  law  and  order,  resting  upon  liberty  and 
religion.  That  they  would  teach  to  others 
all  they  had  learned  here,  and  give  to  the 
land  of  their  fathers  the  tone  and  the 
habits  of  christian  civilization. 

Experience  has  shown  that  the  fanners' 
of  this  Society  were  right  in  their  antici- 
pations, as  well  as  in  their  benevolence. 
Acting  then  upon  the  existing  state  of 
things,  and  leaving  the  future  to  that  Provi- 
dence which  guides  us  in  mercy,  the  ob- 
ject of  this  Society  is  to  colonize  the  freed 
man  of  color.  It  never  meant  by  its 
agency,  to  make  any  other  change  in  the 
condition  of  the  colored  man  of  this  coun- 
try. It  has  adhered  to  its  pledges,  and 
to  its  particular  mission.  And  we  are 
here  this  evening  to  tell  you  what  it  has 
done,  and  to  ask  your  co-operation  to  en- 
able us  to  do  more.  Our  motives  for  doing 
so  are  stronger  than  they  were — our  free 
people  of  color  have  increased,  and  are 
doing  so   eyery  day.     Their  intelligence 
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is  larger  than  it  was  thirty  years  since  ; 
and  this  society  has  provided  for  them  a 
standing  point  in  Africa,  to  which  they 
may  go,  unapprehensive  of  want,  disease, 
or  savage  repulse. 

Every  chance  which  we  have  to  do  good, 
is  a  gift  from  Providence.  Let  us  avail 
ourselves  of  this  in  behalf  of  the  free 
colored  persons  of  our  country.  It  is  no 
longer  so  much  a  matter  of  choice,  as  it 
is  of  duty.  All  that  is  wanted  is  a  cor- 
responding sympathy.  Information  of 
what  has  been  done  and  what  can  be 
done,  may  produce  it.  We  hope  for  it 
and  do  not  believe  that  the  sympathy  of 
Hie  American  people  will  be  withheld 
from  this  cause.  We  are  assured,  that 
there  is  in  the  American  heart  a  responsive 
feeling  for  every  wrong  and  suffering  of 
humanity.  Touch  it  lightly  and  it  will 
yield  liberally.  Approach  it  through  the 
understanding,  and  if  there  shall  be  no 
outward  gush  of  enthusiasm,  there  is  a 
well-spring  in  it  to  quench  the  thirst  of  all 
who  are  wandering  in  the  desert,  until 
they  shall  reach  the  promised  land.  (Ap- 
plause.) Our  ignorance  of  what  this  So- 
■•iety  has  done  would  surprise  me,  if  I 
had  not  to  express  what  had  been  my 
own,  until  my  attention  was  called  to 
it  by  two  of  my  friends.  One  of  them, 
early  and  for  a  long  time  an  agent  of  this 
Society  in  Africa — and  again  sent  there  as 
an  agent  of  the  Federal  Government  to  re- 
port upon  the  condition  of  Liberia,  (the 
Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley) — The  other  my  vener- 
able friend  now  in  our  view,  who  enjoys  the 
high  respect  and  consideration  of  all  of 
us,  and  whose  virtues  and  integrity  have 
placed  him  above  the  resentments  and  the 
touch  of  party — (Hon.  Elisha  Whittle- 
sey.) (Applause.)  The  successful  reali- 
ties of  Liberian  Colonization  are  but  lit- 
tle known  by  a  large  portion  of  our  coun- 
try. It  is  perhaps  universally  known, 
that  this  Society  has  been  in  operation 
for  more  than  thirty  years.  It  is  also 
known,  that  thousands  of  our  free  people 
of  color  have  been  colonized  in  Africa — 
but  their  social  and  political  condition  are 
not  generally  understood.  It  is  not 
at  this  day  generally  known  that  the  Col- 
ony has  passed  from  a  colonial  dependen- 
cy to  a  national  Sovereignty.  That  it 
has  been  acknowledged  as  such  by  some 
of  the  largest  powers  in  Europe.  That  it 
has  made  treaties  with  them,  giving  to  this 
African  Republic,  the  protection  of  all  of 
those,international  usages  and  obligations, 
which  regulate  the  intercourse  of  nations. 
Liberia,  sir,  including  the  Maryland  set- 


tlement at  Cape  Palmas — as  you  have  jus 
told  us,  has  a  sea  coast  of  more  than  three 
hundred  miles — with  an  average  interior 
of  more  than  forty  miles.  And  there  are 
voluntarily  within  its  territorial  jurisdiction 
subject  to  its  control,  more  than  two  hun- 
dred thousand  native  Africans.  Liberia 
has  also  treaties  with  other  tribes  further 
in  the  interior,  founded  upon  our  modern 
relations  of  civilization  and  commerce. — 
We  may  reasonably  suppose,  when  they 
have  experienced  their  advantages,  thaf 
other  tribes  and  nations  more  remote,  will 
seek  for  a  like  concession. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Gurley,  days  in  his 
report  to  the  Senate,  that  the  relations  of 
the  Liberian  government  to  these  Africar 
tribes,  are  peaceful  and  friendly,  and  its 
authority  over  them  salutary  and  beniiicent. 
It  has  banished  the  slave  trade  from  fill 
of  this  district  of  Africa,  settled  the  dif- 
ferences which  separated  them,  and  sup- 
pressed the  wars  which  have  for  centuries) 
spread  misery  and  desolation  among  then. 
Some  of  their  most  barbarous  supersti- 
tions have  been  interrupted,  if  they  are 
not  altogether  eradicated.  Liberia  too 
has  given  them  incentives  to  industry, 
supplied  new  motives  for  trade,  and  in- 
cites them  to  listen  and  become  enriched 
with  the  blessings  of  civilization  and 
Christianity.  I  am  not  sure  that  my 
memory  has  done  justice  to  the  language 
of  the  report,  but  I  am,  that  it  has  not 
been  exaggerated.  Liberia  has  also  a. 
political  organization  which  cannot  fail  to 
excite  the  sympathies  of  the  American  peo  - 
pie.  Its  constitution,  as  a  State  paper,  is 
not  inferior  to  that  of  any  other  people  who 
have  asserted  their  national  sovereignty 
in  the  last  century.  Its  statement  of  the 
causes  which  had  induced  them  to  assume 
such  a  position,  are  truthful  and  manly. 
It  has  all  the  forbearance  of  christian  hu- 
mility, with  the  hopes  and  strength  of 
christian  confidence.  And  its  final  ap- 
peal "in  the  name  of  humanity  and  vir- 
tue, and  religion — in  the  name  of  the 
Great  God,  our  common  creator  and  com- 
mon judge  ;  for  the  sympathy  of  the  na-  > 
tions  of  Christendom,  to  which  the  pecu- 
liarities of  their  condition  entitle  them" — 
brings  at  once  this  responsefrom  our  hearts 
that  God  has  made  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  of.  one  flesh.  Their  government 
too  has  been  administered  by  themselves  for 
more  than  six  years  with  discretion,  and 
with  enlarged  views  of  the  obligations 
cast  upon  Liberia  from  its  position. — 
Now  the  ships  of  all  nations  are  found 
in  its  harbors,  receiving  ioTeturn  for  the 
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goods  which  they  have  carried,  African 
products  which  the  arts  and  manufactures  of 
modern  times  cannot  do  without.  Nor 
must  it  be  thought  that  Liberia  has  be- 
;ome  what  it  is,  without  having  encountered 
ill  those  perils  and  sufferings  which  have 
uniformly  marked  the  colonization  of  a 
savage  coast.  Turn  your  memories  to 
the  land  where  the  war  whoops  and 
tomahawk  of  the  Indian  were  met  by  the 
stern  resolve  of  the  first  settlers  of  our 
own  coast,  and  you  have  the  renewal  of 
the  same  savage  wars  in  Liberia.  Were 
it  my  privilege  to  speak  to-night  the  eulo- 
gies of  individuals,  or  of  the  triumphs  of 
battles,  enough  could  be  told  to  excite 
your  surprise  and  sympathy,  for  the  un- 
surpassed christian  devotion  and  heroism  of 
the  men,  who  suffered  all  and  lost  all, 
to  establish  this  new  Christian  Republic. 
•  Still  with  all  the  advantages  of  Liberia, 
nid  us  entire  fitness  for  all  our  free  people 
of  color,  its  resources  are  not  sufficient 
for  the  support  of  its  government ;  and 
for  it  at  the  same  time,  to  act  efficiently 
in  maintaining  her  position  in  relation  to 
much  of  Africa,  nearest  to  it.  If  trade 
shall  strengthen  it,  it  will  be  remembered 
that  the  savage  nations  about  them  will 
receive  from  the  same  source  every  muni- 
ment of  war.  It  needs  a  large  population 
Of  the  same  cast,  color  and  training  with 
themselves  to  meet  such  an  event,  and  to 
•iid  in  opening  the  riches  of  her  soil. — 
Phey  can  only  be  found  here.  She  needs 
them  also  to  aid  in  extending  her  christian 
influence,  and  to  suppress  the  slave  trade 
mi  i!  the  coast,  coterminors  with  her 
owh.  In  such  a  cause,  individuals  may 
do  much  to  aid  this  Society  in  sending  to 
Liberia  that  portion  of  our  free  people  of 
color  who  are  willing  to  emigrate.  But 
we  should  do  more.  It  is  our  duty  to  act 
together,  until  we  have  aroused  a  public 
opinion — strong  enough,  to  induce  the 
legislative  power  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, to  give  its  aid  in  colorizing  our 
i  it  people  of  color  in  Africa. 

No  combination  is  necessary  in  such  a 
cause,  but  a  sense  of  what  is  right,  and 
what  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
require.  We  need  no  party  interference 
or  league,  and  should  reject  them  ;  for  the 
men  of  all  parties  in  our  country  have  the 
same  impulses  of  humanity.  But  it  is 
true  (hat  the  human  heart  does  not  readi- 
ly yield  to  its  more  generous  propensities  : 
mcl  its  indifference  to  all  that  does  not 
immediately  concern  ourselves  must  be 
overcome  by  persuasion  and  kind  remon- 
strance, before  it  will  act  to  remove  an  ex- 


isting evil  or  to  redress  a  public  wrong. — 
Revolutions  move  with  a  quick  step — re- 
formation with  a  slow  foot.  Still,  if  there 
be  a  real  cause  of  reformation,  its  march 
will  be  sure.  So  it  has  been  in  all  cases, 
where  the  aid  of  Government  has  been 
asked  for  a  good  cause,  not  immediately 
connected  with  its  political  administra- 
tion. In  such  instances,  there  must  be 
co-operation  to  obtain  it.  A  single  per- 
son has  often  produced  it.  Nay,  have 
not  all  the  reformations  of  our  own,  and 
of  other  days,  began  with  some  one  in- 
dividual, who  perceiving  that  one  was 
wanted,  did  not  shrink  from  attempting 
its  accomplishment.  Infusing  his  own 
spirit  into  others,  they  became  a  part  of 
himself,  and  afterwards  moved  as  a  mass, 
making  a  public  opinion  in  favor  of  his 
cause,  where  there  was  none  before. — 
Need  I  remind  you  that  the  first  movement 
in  the  British  Parliament  for  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade,  was  owing  to  the  be- 
nevolent, bold  and  persevering  efforts  and 
remonstrances  of  Clarkson.  Though 
his  King  and  the  avarice  of  a  long  es- 
tablished trade  were  against  him,  he  sub- 
dued both  unto  humanity.  Was  not  the 
heart  of  all  Europe  hardened  against  the 
sufferings  of  prisoners  until  the  philanthro- 
py of  Howard  softened  it  into  commis- 
seration.  And  do  we  not  see  in  our  own 
country  hospitals  and  asylums  for  suffer- 
ing humanity  reared  by  Government, 
from  the  persuasive  instigations  of  a 
female,  who  womanly  as  she  is,  is  stronger 
in  her  purposes  of  benevolence  than  anyone 
of  us— Miss  Dix.  (Applause.)  I  have  said 
that  the  aid  of  the  Federal  Government  must 
be  sought.  Fortunately  it  can  be  consti- 
tutionally given,  and  our  national  interests 
coincide  with  its  power.  But  I  pray  you 
in  advance,  if  in  the  discussion  of  this 
point,  some  things  may  be  said  which  have 
the  appearance  of  being  political,  not  to 
suppose  they  are  meant  to  be  so.  I  am 
incapable  of  doing  so  at  this  time,  and 
at  this  place. 

The  consitutional  power  of  our  Federal 
Government  to  aid  in  colonizing  our  free 
people  of  color,  rests  upon  the  connexion 
which  the  States  of  the  Union  have  had 
with  slavery  before  and  since  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.  It  began  in  our 
colonial  condition:  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  them  from  Africa,  having  been  a 
part  of  the  policy  of  the  mother  country. 
When  the  Revolutionary  war  began, 
slavery  existed  in  every  State,  and  slaves 
were  considered  and  used  by  all  of*  them 
as  property.     They  descended  by  inherit- 
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;uice  as  they  do  now  where  slavery  con- 
tinues ;  and  were  transferable  at  the  will 
of  their  owners  by  purchase  and  sale, 
without  any  limitation  as  to  the  manner 
of  sale.  There  was  however  this  differ- 
ence in  the  condition  of  the  states.  In 
some  of  them  an  early  cessation  of  slavery 
was  anticipated.  In  the  larger  number  it 
was  certain  that  it  would  continue  for  a  | 
longer  time.  This  difference  however  had  i 
no  influence  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  ! 
Congress  of  the  colonies,  but  some  feel- 
ing was  excited,  when  it  prohibited  the 
importation  of  slaves.  Not  that  under 
the  circumstances,  it  was  not  thought 
proper,  but  it  was  considered  by  some  of 
the  delegates  as  having  been  prematurely 
done,  with  the  intention  to  introduce  it 
into  the  articles  of  confederation  ;  which 
Congress  designed  to  form  as  soon  as  the 
Declaration*  of  Independence  should  be 
made.  But  every  difference  then  yielded  to 
the  exigency  of  the  times.  All  knew,  that 
without  the  union  of  all  the  colonies,  that 
independence  could  not  be  won.  Our  in- 
dependence was  declared  and  the  articles  of 
confederation  were  formed,  without  any 
clause  relating  to  the  powers  of  the  States 
'•oncerning  slavery,  but  in  the  general  ad- 
mitting its  existence  in  the  States.  In 
the  mean  time,  between  the  acceptance  of 
the  articles  of  confederation  and  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  our  Independence, 
Congress  had  acquired  for  the  United 
States,  by  cession  from  the  States,  the 
northwestern  territory.  It  had  been 
resolved  by  Congress  as  early  as  sev- 
enteen hundred  and  eighty,  that  such 
relinquishments  of  lands  by  the  States 
should  be  disposed  of  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  the  United  States,  and 
should  be  formed  into  Republican  States, 
to  become  States  of  the  Union,  with  the 
rights  of  sovereignty.  In  a  little  more 
than  three  years  after  peace  had  been 
made,  Congress  passed  an  ordinance  for 
the  government  of  that  territory.  Then 
for  the  second  time,  the  subject  cf  slavery 
was  brought  into  political  discussion  ;  but 
not  with  the  angry  feelings  which  have 
since  been  manifested.  On  the  contrary, 
moderation ,  forbearance  and  a  proper  view 
of  the  existence  of  slavery  among  us, 
gave  the  first  great  triumph  to  our  national 
humanity.  Two  stipulations  were  made 
in  that  ordinance  :  the  larger,  that  neither 
slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  should 
exist  in  the  territory.  The  lesser : — 
"  Provided  always,  that  any  person  es- 
caping into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or 
service  is  lawfully  claimed,  in  any  one  of 


the  original  States,  such  fugitive  may  be 
lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to  the 
person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service 
as  aforesaid."  This  was  the  original  of 
that  clause  in  our  present  constitution 
to  the  same  effect.  In  less  than  two 
years  afterward,  the  convention  was  called 
to  frame  that  constitution.  Slavery  be- 
came again  the  subject  of  discussion,  and 
it  was  essential  that  some  compromise 
should  be  made  with  the  consent  of  all 
the  States,  before  our  Union,  as  it  is, 
could  be  formed.  What  was  it?  It  was 
the  incorporation  into  the  Constitution  of 
the  fugitive  clause  from  the  ordinance,  with 
a  still  greater  triumph  of  humanity,  that 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  should 
have  the  power  within  a  given  time  to 
prohibit  the  African  slave  trade.  This 
of  course  was  a  limitation  upon  the  in- 
crease of  slaves  in  the  United  States.  The 
lesser  provision  was  satisfactory  to  all, 
particularly  to  the  States  most  interested 
in  its  execution.  And  there  was  one  har- 
monious hymn  of  thankfulness  through- 
out our  country,  that  our  nation  had  been 
the  first  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  to 
provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
greatest  curse  that  man  had  ever  inflicted 
upon  hi*  fellow  man.  Both  of  these  . 
clauses  of  the  Constitution  were  meant,  to 
be  grants  of  legislative  power.  They 
have  always  been  acted  upon  as  such. — 
At  first  and  for  more  than  thirty  years  al- 
ways in  harmony,  or  without  producing 
excitement  of  any  kind,  [n  seventeen 
hundred  and  ninety-three — as  soon  after 
the  legislative  organization  under  the  new 
Constituti  >n  had  been  enacted  as  it  could 
be  done,  Congress  acted  upon  the  lesser 
clause  concerning  fugitives  from  labor. 
It  comprehended  the  States  and  territories 
in  the  north  west  or  south  of  the  River 
Ohio  also.  In  the  next  Congress,  under 
the  larger  clause  relating  to  the  migration 
or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of 
the  States  themselves  shall  think  proper 
to  admit ;  an  act  was  passed  prohibiting 
the  slave  trade  from  being  carried  on  from 
the  United  States,  to  any  foieign  place 
or  country — also  prohibiting  American 
ships  from  transporting  slaves  from  for- 
eign places,  to  other  foreign  ports.  The 
ship  was  to  be  forfeited,  and  those  con- 
cerned in  giving  a  vessel  such  a  destina- 
tion were  subjected  to  heavy  pecuniary 
penalties.  In  eighteen  hundred,  a  more 
efficient  law  was  passed.  It  prohibited  our 
citizens,  and  all  other  persons  residing  in 
the  country  who  were  not  so,  from  holding 
any  property  in  a  vessel  which  was  to  be 
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employed  in  the  transportation  of  slaves 
from  one  foreign  port  to  another  foreign 
port.  Neither  citizens,  nor  other  persons 
residing  in  the  United  States,  could  be 
employed  on  board  such  vessels.  They 
were  made  liable  to  capture  by  any  com- 
missioned vessel  of  the  United  States. 
Then  in  eighteen  hundred  and  three,  some 
<  f  the  States  having  by  that  time  declared 
that  slaves  should  not  be  brought  into 
them,  Congress  passed  an  act  to  aid  in  en- 
forcing the  prohibition.  Finally  the  act  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  seven  was  passed, 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves 
mto  the  United  States.  Thus  consum- 
mating those  great  purposes  of  humanity  ; 
which  the  Constitution  was  meant  to 
accomplish  and  guard — all  happening 
under  those  compromises  in  the  Consti- 
tution relating  to  slavery ;  just  as  it 
was  anticipated  they  would  do,  and 
as  those  who  framed  the  Constitution, 
and  as  the  people  who  ratified  it, 
meant  they  should  do.  My  narrative 
of  the  connexion  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment with  slavery  is  not  yet  done.  I 
will  now  show  what  its  practice  has 
been  under  that  clause  of  the  Constitution 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves, 
from  which  we  may  gather  its  power  and 
its  obligation  to  aid  in  the  removal  of  our 
free  people  of  color  from  the  United 
States. 

Eight  years  after  the  date  of  the  act, 
which  put  an  end  to  the  importation  of 
slaves,  we  had  passed  through  our  second 
war  with  England.  In  the  10th  Article 
of  the  treaty  of  peace,  we  find  the  slave 
trade  denounced  as  irreconcilable  with  the 
principles  of  humanity  and  justice  ;  and 
both  nations  contracting  to  use  their  efforts 
to  promote  its  entire  abolition.  I  do  not 
know  what  other  persons  think  about  it ; 
I  do  not  know  that  I  am  right ;  but  I  have 
sometimes  thought,  with  the  glories  of 
that  war  upon  our  national  escutcheon, 
in  proud  companionship  with  those  of  the 
Revolution,  that  such  a  tribute  to  hu- 
manity was  worth  to  both  nations  all  the 
cost  of  the  war.  (Applause.)  The  Uni- 
ted States,  true  to  the  obligation  imposed 
by  that  treaty,  passed  an  act  in  addition 
to  the  acts  prohibiting  the  slave  trade; 
and  another  making  it  piracy  for  our 
citizens  to  be  engaged  in  it.  It  is  to  the 
first  of  these  two  acts  to  which  I  wish  to 
call  your  attention  :  Because  it  discloses 
how  the  powers  to  regulate  commerce  and 
to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
the  United  States,  have  been  exercised  by 
Congress.      It    shows   further    that    the 


Federal  Government  has  already  colonized 
Africans  in  Africa,  and  that  it  may,  if  our 
commerce  can  be  advanced  by  doing  so, 
aid  in  the  colonization  of  our  free  people 
of  color.  That  act  declares,  that  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  may 
be  employed  to  enforce  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress which  prohibit  the  slave  trade,  and 
it  authorises  the  President  to  make  ar- 
rangements to  remove  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  United  States  all  negroes  and  per- 
sons of  color,  who  may  be  brought  into 
the  United  States  ;  and  that  he  may  ap- 
point agents  to  reside  in  Africa  to  receive 
there  such  persons.  And  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  to  car- 
ry the  law  into  effect.  Under  this  act  the 
President  appointed  agents  for  its  pur- 
poses, sent  laborers  to  prepare  for  the  re- 
ception of  such  Africans  as  might  be 
liberated  from  American  "slave  ships  ; 
chartered  a  ship  to  carry  them  to  Af- 
rica, on  board  of  which  the  first  colon- 
ists of  the  Society  went,  accompanied  by 
a  ship  of  war,  commissioned  for  that  pur- 
pose.— And  under  the  act  the  govern- 
ment has  done  the  same  in  other  cases. 
England  no  less  sincere,  has  kept  her 
faith,  at  a  cost  which  the  finances  of  no 
other  nation  could  have  borne.  No  vul- 
gar views  of  interest  prompted  the  action 
of  either  nation.  It  was  a  great  and  posi- 
tive illustration  of  the  age,  how  Christiani- 
ty influenced  the  practices  of  nations  as 
well  as  the  consciences  of  individuals. — 
And  if  its  purifying  efficacy  was  not  suf- 
ficient, when  it  put  an  end  to  white  slavery 
in  Europe,  to  prevent  African  slavery 
from  succeeding  it,  it  can,  only  be  ac- 
counted for  from  the  fact,  that  but  a  short 
time  before  the  mariner's  compass  "  had 
opened  the  universe,"  and  given  to  Eu- 
rope a  new  continent  for  its  enterprise. — 
All  of  us  know,  that  the  discovery  of 
America  corrupted  at  first  the  desires  and 
the  habits  of  Europe :  and  that  in  the 
eagerness  of  its  natives  to  possess  its 
mines  and  work  its  lands,  that  all  of  them 
compromised  their  consciences,  by  adopt- 
ing the  old  Greek  and  Roman  barbarism, 
that  barbarians  might  be  enslaved. 

Contrast  the  condition  of  the  world 
now,  with  what  it  was  when  England  and 
the  United  States  made  their  treaty  to  use 
their  efforis  to  put  down  the  slave  trade. 
Then  every  maritime  nation  in  Europe 
sanctioned  and  pursued  it.  Now  it  has 
been  abandoned  by  all  of  them,  under  the 
influence  and  under  the  example  of  Eng- 
land and  the  United  States.  Both  nations 
have  kept  the  object  constantly  in  view. 
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[n  our  last  treaty  with  England — familiarly 
known  as  the  Webster-Ashburton  treaty; 
both  nations  have  stipulated  to  employ  por- 
tions of  their  naval  marine  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  to  capture  vessels  unlawfully  engag- 
ed in  the  slave  trade;  and  further,  they  bind 
themselves  to  remonstrate  against  its  con- 
tinuante  by  any  nation  then  permitting 
'  it.  France  has  since  m>ule  a  like  treaty 
with  England.  Indeed  the  United  States  has 
always  readily  met  every  direct  proposal 
for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  Our 
refusal  to  give  a  right  of  search  of  our 
ships  upon  the  ocean  for  that  purpose, 
stands  upon  different  grounds.  We  did 
not  do  so,  because  we  were  unwilling  that 
a  strict  right  of  war  should  be  converted 
into  a  practice  in  peace.  Because  such  a 
right  in  peace  could  not  be  given  without 
its  being  unequal  in  its  execution  between 
the  nations  conceding  it,  as  the  larger 
nation  would  more  frequently  interrupt 
the  commerce  of  the  lesser  ;  and  because 
jiuch  a  practice  in  peace  wou-d  be  likely 
to  lead  to  war.  Such  has  been  the 
■ourse  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
suppress  the  slave  trade,  without  its 
constitutionality  having  been  questioned. 
What  shall  be  the  next  step  in  the 
march  of  our  national  humanity?  It 
should  be  to  adopt  any  additional  means 
which  give  the  strongest  promise,  to  ac- 
complish the  hitherto  unexecuted  pur- 
pose. Let  the  nationality  of  Liberia  be 
acknowledged.  It  does  not  imply  unre- 
strained intercourse.  That  may  be  regu- 
lated by  treaty,  subordirately  to  the  dif- 
fering condition  and  interests  of  the  States. 
It  has  been  shown  that  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment has  colonized  slaves  in  Africa, 
under  its  power  to  regulate  commerce,  and 
its  power  to  prevent  importation  of  slaves. 
The  statute  under  which  it  was  done  is 
still  unrepealed.  It  may  then  be  done 
igain.  Its  obligation  implies  that  the 
ways  and  means  for  discharging  it,  may 
be  any  which  the  expediency  of  such  an 
occasion  may  require.  We  may  unite 
with  Liberia  as  we  have  done  with  Eng- 
land to  extinguish  the  slave  trade.  We 
may  have  an  agent  there  for  the  extension 
of  onr  commerce  with  Africa.  Or  we 
may  purchase  territory  there  and  colonize 
it  with  the  same  view,  and  strengthen  it 
by  sending  such  of  our  free  people  of 
color  as  may  be  willing  to  emigrate ; 
whether  they  have  become  so  under  the 
influences  of  this  Society  or  otherwise. 
There  is  no  indirection  in  the  suggestions 
which  have  been  made.  All  of  them 
have   the   sanction   of  those  men   of  the 


early  days  of  this  Republic,  to  whom  we 
still  look  as  guides  to  direct  us  as  to 
what  the  Constitution  forbids  or  allows. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  as  early  as  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  one,  expressed  views  upon  this 
subject,  from  which  I  will  repeat  extracts 
in  his  own  words.  The  House  of  Dele- 
gates of  Virginia  in  1800,  requested  itr 
Governor,  then  Mr.  Munroe,  to  correspond 
with  the  President  of  the  United  State1? 
on  the  subject  of  purchasing  lands  with- 
out the  limits  of  the  United  States,  whither 
persons  obnoxious  to  the  laws,  or  danger- 
ous to  the  peace  of  society,  may  be  remov- 
ed. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  then  the  President  of  theU. 
States, in  his  letter  in  reply  to  Mr.  Munroe 's 
I  communicating  the  resolution,  approves  the 
object  of  it,  and  says  :  "  The  plan  of 
I  relegation  may  be  executed  with  the  aid 
!  of  the  Federal  Executive."  Mr.  Mun- 
I  roe  sent  his  letter  to  the  General  Assem- 
!  bly,  but  being  doubtful  as  Mr.  Jefferson 
I  was,  what  persons  were  contemplated  by 
|  the  resolution,  he  asks  the  Legislature  to 
be  more  precise  in  that  particular.  His 
language  is,  "  It  remains  therefore,  for 
the  General  Assembly  to  explain  more 
fully  the  description  of  persons  who  are 
to  be  transported."  It  answers,  that  the 
Governor  be  requested  to  correspond  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  place  without  the 
limits  oTthe  same,  to  which  sack  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes,  and  suck  of  them  as 
may  be  emancipated,  may  be  sent  or  choose 
to  remove  as  a  place  of  asylum;  and  that  it 
was  not  the  wish  of  the  Legislature  to 
obtain  the  sovereignty  of  the  place.  Thus 
matters  stood,  until  1804,  when  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson resumed  the  subject  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  1800  and  1804.  In  a  letter  to  Gov- 
ernor Page,  he  says,  I  have  it  not  in  my 
power  to  say  that  any  change  of  circum 
stances  has  taken  place  which  enables  me 
yet  to  propose  any  specific  Asylum  for 
the  persons  who  are  the  subjects  of  our 
correspondence.  I  beg  you  to  be  assured 
that  having  the  object  of  the  House  of 
Delegates  sincerely  at  heart,  I  will  keep 
it  under  my  constant  attention,  and  omit 
no  occasion  which  may  occur  to  give  it 
effect — as  Mr.  Jefferson  had  stated  in  his 
letter  that  there  were  objections  to  the 
places  to  which  his  mind  had  been  directed 
for  the  asylum  ;  with  a  suggestion  that  it 
might  be  made  in  the  remote  parts  of 
Louisiana.  The  General  Assembly  passed 
another  resolution,  instructing  its  Senators 
!  in  Congress  and  requesting  that  its  Rep- 
l  resentatives  do  exert  their  best  efforts  for 
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the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  the  Gene- 
ral Government  a  competent  portion  of  the 
territory  of  Louisiana,  to  be  the  residence 
of  such  people  of  color  as  have  been,  or 
shall  be  emancipated  in  Virginia,  or  may 
hereafter  become  dangerous  to  the  public 
safety.  •  Afterwards,  in  1811,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son received  a  letter  from  a  private  person 
asking  him  to  give  his  opinion  upon  the 
practicability  of  establishing  a  colony  on 
the  western  coast  of  Africa.  In  his  an- 
swer he  gives  an  account  of  his  official 
action  upon  the  resolves  of  the  Virginia 
Legislature.  He  says  that  he  had  pro- 
posed Sierra  Leone,  and  if  that  could  not 
be  obtained,  some  of  the  Portuguese  pos- 
sessions in  South  America,  expressing  it 
however  as  his  opinion  that  Africa  was 
preferable.  He  further  states,  that  he 
had  written  to  our  Minister  in  London, 
Mr.  King,  "  to  endeavor  to  negotiate  with 
the  Sierra  Leone  company  to  receive  such 
of  these  people  as  might  be  colonized 
thither."  Further,  that  the  effort  which 
he  had  made  with  Portugal  to  obtain  an 
establishment  from  them,  proved  also 
abortive.  And  in  reply  to  the  question, 
whether  he  would  use  his  endeavors  to 
procure  such  an  establishment,  he  says, 
"  Certainly  1  shall  be  willing  to  do  any 
ihing  1  can  to  give  it  effect  and  safety," 
and  again,  "  that  nothing  is  more  to  be 
wished  than  that  the  United  States  would 
themselves,  undertake  to  make  such  an  estab- 
lishment on  the  coast  of  Jlfrica."  He  adds, 
•'exclusive  of  motives  of  humanity,  the 
commercial  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
it  might  defray  all  expenses. "  Mr.  Mun- 
roe  partook  fully  of  the  views  of  Mr. 
Jefferson.  Mr.  Madison  entertained  the 
same  opinion,  and  expressed  himself  in 
favor  of  the  removal  of  our  free  people  of 
color,  as  a  question  truly  of  a  national 
character.  I  might  cite  the  names  of 
several  of  our  distinguished  men  of  that 
day,  who  expressed  the  same  opinions 
and  wishes.  When  this  Society  subse- 
quently petitioned  Congress  for  aid,  the 
committee  to  which  the  subject  was-  re- 
ferred, reported  that  nothing  was  more 
desirable  or  worthy  of  the  pecuniary  re- 
sources of  the  country,  than  to  provide 
for  the  removal  of  our  free  people  of 
color.  Several  of  the  States  have  passed 
resolutions  in  favor  of  its  being  done  by 
the  United  States.  Maryland,  Virginia, 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  I  do  not  mis- 
state the  number,  when  1  say  that  twelve 
of  them  have  done  so.  Why  then  may 
st  not  be  done,  and  be  better  done,  through 
the  agency  of  Liberia  and  of  this  Society 


than  any  other  way.  The  situation  of 
the  first,  and  of  this  Society,  recommend 
them.  Liberia  has  become  what  it  is, 
from  the  efforts  of  this  Society.  It  now 
rejoices,  confidently  believing  the  prospect 
to  be  cheering,  that  it  has  given  to  Africa, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  our  free 
people  of  color, .all  the  advantages  of  our 
entire  civilization,  with  our  christian  be- 
lief and  our  christian  life.  Should  the 
christian  world  view  correctly,  all  that 
this  Society  has  done,  and  what  Liberia  is, 
it  will  not  fail  to  make  it  the  chief  point 
for  its  future  missionary  efforts  for  Africa. 
No  one  doubts  the  constitutional  right  of 
our  National  Government  to  colonize 
either  a  newly  discovered  country  where 
such  a  discovery  has  been  made  by  our  own 
ships,  commercial  or  military.  Or  that  it 
may  purchase  territory  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. 

It  may  do  so  by  a  direct  purchase  and 
transfer,  under  the  form  of  treaty.  It 
may  be  done  under  the  war  power,  by 
treaty,  in  anticipation  of  what  our  national 
defences  may  suggest  to  be  proper,  or  we 
may  take  territory  as  one  of  the  incidents  of 
successful  war.  It  may  do  so,  under  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce.  And  there 
is  a  great  constitutional  conservative  obli- 
gation upon  the  National  Government  to 
remove  a  national  evil,  when  it  presses 
upon  the  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States,  and  when  it  can  be  done  with- 
out interfering  with  the  rights  of  private 
property,  or  with  those  institutions  al- 
lowed by  the  states,  and  which  were 
meant  to  be  guarded  by  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States.  That  conserv- 
ative obligation  will  be  found  in  the 
first  clause  of  the  eighth  section  o!  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution.  It  is, 
"the  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay, 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imports,  and 
excises,  to  pay  the  debts  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States."  In  this 
I  suggest  no  new  or  loose  interpretation  of 
the  Constitution.  I  reject,  myself,  the  em- 
ployment of  all  means,  which  are  not  essen- 
tial to  the  execution  of  a  substantively 
granted  power,  in  the  Constitution.  That 
no  means  shall  be  legislatively  used  to  en- 
force a  grant  of  power  in  the  Constitution, 
which  do  not  concur  with  the  intent  of 
the  power  and  with  the  extent  of  the 
obligation  which  it  imposes.  And  that 
such  intent  and  extent  may  only  be  in- 
fered  by  giving  to  the  language  of  the 
grant,  just  that  meaning  which  each  word 
of  it  has   in  its  common  use  and  accepta- 
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tion  in  the  English  language.  Let  me  be 
not  confounded  with  those  who  have  re- 
sorted to  the  preamble  of  the  Constitution, 
in  which  the  same  words,  "  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare," 
are  found  ;  to  infer  a  legislative  ability  in 
Congress,  out  of  the  particular  grants  in 
the  Constitution.  The  difference  between 
those  words  in  the  preamble,  and  in  the 
clause  to  which  reference  has  been  made, 
is  this,  that  they  are  in  the  first  a  recital 
of  the  motives  which  induced  the  peo- 
ple of  the  States  to  ratify  the  Constitu- 
tion— and  in  the  clause,  they  recognized 
it  as  a  grant  of  power  for  which  national 
revenue  might  be  raised  and  applied. — 
But  there  is  to  be  found  an  analogous 
practice  in  the  legislation  of  this  Govern- 
ment, which  has  no  other  constitutional 
authority  than  such  as  have  been  men- 
tioned, to  shew  how  its  powers  may  be 
used  to  colonize  our  free  people  of  color 
in  Africa.  I  mean  the  colonization  of  the 
Indian  tribes.  Have  not  those  tribes 
from  the  beginning  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment been  colonized?  Except  in  the 
clause  to  regulate  commerce  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  in  that  which  ap- 
portions the  representation  of  the  States  in 
Congress,  the  word  Indian  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  Constitution.  But  as  the 
Indian  tribes,  whether  within,  or  beyond 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  States,  were  con- 
sidered by  us,  (as  they  have  been  by  all  the 
nations  of  Europe  which  colonized  any  part 
of  the  American  continent)  as  independent 
nations,  with  a  right  of  occupancy  of  their 
lands,  but  without  the  power  to  sell  them, 
unlesspermittedtodoso,  by  the  sovereignty 
within  whose  territorial  limits  their  lands 
were  ;  they  have  been  brought  within  the 
treaty-making  power  to  get  from  them 
cessions  of  their  lands,  and  when  they  were 
made  ;  within  that  policy  of  the  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States,  which  for 
our  interest  and  their  own,  required 
that  they  should  be  removed  at  the 
cost  of  the  United  States.  The  Federal 
Government  made  a  compact  with  the 
State  of  Georgia,  to  buy  from  the  In- 
dians in  Georgia,  their  right  of  occupancy 
to  their  unceded  lands  in  that  State,  with 
an  obligation  to  remove  them  from  the 
State,  when  the  purchase  could  be  made. 
It  has  been  done.  A  treaty  was  made  in 
1828j  with  the  Cherokee  Indians  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  to  colonize  them  at  the 
cost  of  the  United  States,  in  another  part 
of  Arkansas,  than  where  they  were. — 
Eaton  and  Coffee's  treaty  with  the  Min- 
goea  *nd  the  warrior*  of  the  fhnofaw 
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Nation,  provided  for  the  removal  of  them 
at  the  cost  of  the  United  States.  Genera! 
Cass  afterwards  made  a  treaty  with  the 
Creek  Indians  for  the  cession  of  all  of 
their  lands  east  of  the  Mississippi,  with 
a  stipulation  that  they  would  be  removed 
to  the  west  of  it  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States. 

In  the  year  1834,  Congress  passed  an 
act  designating  territory  in  the  United 
States  to  which  the  Indians  might  be 
removed,  declaring  that  it  should  always 
thereafter  be  deemed  the  Indian  country. 
Several  tribes  are  now  there  under  the 
protection  of  this  Government,  with  the 
promise  that  the  humane  policy  of  the 
Government  will  be  illustrated  "by  their 
civilization.  If  any  one  wishes  to  see  that 
policy  about  to  be  further  carried  out,  it 
will  be  found  in  the  very  interesting  report 
of  Mr.  Manypeny,  the  present  efficient 
Commissioner  of  the  Indians  affairs,  ac- 
companying the  message  of  the  President 
to  this  Congress. 

If  then  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  has  made  appropriations  of  money 
to  remove  and  colonize  Indians  and  Afri- 
cans, the  Constitutional  powers  exerted  for 
doing  so,  apply  equally  in  favor  of  ap- 
propriations of  money  to  aid  in  removing 
and  colonizing  our  free  people  of  color 
whenever  Congress  shall  think  it  nation- 
ally expedient  to  make  them.  This  must 
be  so,  unless  the  Government's  power  to 
colonize,  is  particular  as  to  persons,  and 
not  general.  If  any  one  shall  say  so, 
to  exclude  the  free  man  of  African  ori- 
gin from  the  benefit  of  the  powers,  he 
interpolates  into  the  Constitution  an  ex- 
ception which  is  not  there,  and  will  ex- 
clude himself  from  that  class,  which  has 
hitherto  guarded  that  sacred  instrument, 
by  giving  it  a  rational  and  limited 
interpretation  in  opposition  to  those  whose 
tendency  has  been  to  give  to  it  legislative 
ability  in  cases  where  the  power  has  not 
been  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 
the  Constitution,  or  when  powers  have 
been  asserted  by  the  Legislation  of  the 
United  States,  which  were  reserved  to  the 
States  respectively  or  the  people. 

Mr.  President : — My  object  in  ail  that 
I  have  said  concerning  the  power  of  the 
Federal  Government,  has  been  constitu- 
tionally to  aid  this  Society  in  colonizing 
our  free  persons  of  color,  and  to  present 
the  claims  of  Liberia  to  the  intelligent 
consideration  of  our  legislators.  A  few 
more  words  at  this  late  hour,  and  I  shall 
be  done. 

Th<-   Colonization  "f  «ur   free    persona 
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Address  of  the  Hon.  James  M.  Wayne. 


of  color  is  not  a  local  interest.     It  is  na-  1 
tional,  because  they  are  in  every  State  of  i 
this  Union  in  a  hopeless  condition  of  infer- 
iority, without  any  possibility  that  they  can 
be  made  partakers  of  the  political  and  civil 
institutions  of  the  States,  or  of  those  of 
the   United  States.      They   number  now 
more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand. 
A  larger  number  than  all  of  the  Indians 
within   our   limits.     Their   numbers   will 
increase,  from  emancipation  beyond  that 
of  a  natural  production,  though  that  will 
tiot  be  less  than  it  has  been.    Such  a  caste, 
without  civil  privileges,  implies  discontent 
Hnd  hostility.     Whether  the  last  shall  be 
so  or  not,  it  will  be  thought  to  be  so,  and 
the  restraints  upon  them,  will  be  multipli- 
ed.    They    have  seen,  sir,  and  are  here 
enjoying  their  best  day  in  the  United  States. 
The  natural  increase  of  our  white  popula- 
tion, the  additions  to  it  already  by  emi- 
gration   from     Europe    and    such    as   are 
surely  to  follow,  even  in    larger   numbers 
than  have  yet  come,  will  drive  them  into 
the  most  degraded  offices  of  civilized  life 
if  not  from  employment  of  every   kind. 
The  object  of  the  Society  is  to  place  them 
out  of  the   reach  of  such  a   result.      Its 
designation  is  the  American  Society  for 
colonizing  the  free  people  of  color  of  the 
United  States.     Its  object,  as  it  is  express- 
ed in  its  Constitution,  is  to  colonize  them 
with  their  consent,  in  Africa  or  such  other 
place  as  Congress  shall  deem  most  expe- 
dient, and  to  act  in  co-operation  with  the 
general  Government  and  such  of  the  States 
as  may  adopt  regulations  upon  the  sub- 
ject.    The  South  and  Southwestern  States 
where  slavery  is  a  part  of  their  domestic 
condition,    are    not    more    interested    in 
this  matter,  than  the  rest  of  the  Union, 
except  as  they  may  give  larger  numbers 
vo  be  sent  to  Africa.     The  inconvenien- 
ces and  interferences  of  emancipated  col- 
ored persons  in  them,  they  can  control. 
But  their  philanthropy  makes  them  wish 
to  avoid  the  use  of  their  power,  and  they 
look  to  this  Society  and  to   the   Federal 
Government  to  aid  them  in  making  that 
philanthropy  efficient. 

The  condition  of  the  Southern  States  in 


this  matter,  and  in  every  other  concerning 
them,  in  any  event,  is  one  of  strength  and 
not  of  weakness.  Commanding  as  they 
do  by  their  products  a  large  portion  of 
the  world's  industry  and  its  interests,  with- 
out any  cause  for  apprehending  that  it  will 
be  less  and  with  every  reason  for  believ- 
ing that  it  will  be  larger,  they  have  as 
strong  a  bond  of  union  between  them  as 
any  which  unites  the  same  population  in 
any  part  of  the  world.  Let  come  what 
may,  they  have  confidence  in  their  future. 
They  know  that  their  coasts  may  be  pillag- 
ed but  that  their  interior  cannot  be  suc- 
cessfully assailed.  Abounding  in  every 
thing  which  in  ordinary  times  .can  be  en- 
joyed and  sufficient  for  any  exigency 
which  may  happen,  they  feel  that  they  are 
secure. 

But  they  do  not  wish  to  rely  upon  such 
,  considerations,  and  they  do  not  indulge 
them,  remembering  the  old  times  of 
their  fathers,  in  every  part  of  this  land, 
and  that  God  strengthened  them  together, 
to  escape  from  a  common  tyranny.  Their 
heart's  wish  is  to  enjoy  the  blessings  given 
to  our  nation  in  patriotic  fraternity. 
Prompted  too  by  a  holier  sentiment,  our 
common  Christianity  and  its  influences 
upon  their  consciences  and  their  practices, 
they  think  that  a  sufficient  guaranty  that 
their  rule  at  home,  will  be  regulated  ac- 
cordingly. Unaffected  in  their  sensibilities 
by  either  the  exaggerations  of  fiction  or 
the  assaults  of  fanaticism,  they  have 
neither  resentments  to  express  nor  con- 
tempt to  bestow.  They  are  conservative 
too  for  this  nation.  The  excesses  of  un- 
christian and  revolutionary  innovation, 
have  no  countenance  there.  If  they  can- 
not prevent  them  from  being  felt  in  other 
localities,  they  mean  to  prevent  them  from 
becoming  national. 

Standing  upon  the  good  sense  and 
strong  sympathies  of  the  American  peo 
pie,  they  hope  for  a  long  course  of  national 
quietude  and  happiness,  confidently  trust- 
ing whatever  may  affect  our  general 
welfare,  that  it  will  be  under  the  guardian- 
ship of  our  National  Constitution. 
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AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

"  Article  1.    This  Society  shall  be  called  the   '  American  Colonization  Society.' 

"Art.  2.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively  directed  is,  to  promote  and  execute  a 
plan  for  colonizing,  with  their  own  consent,  the  free  people  of  color  residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa, 
or  such  other  place  as  Congress  shall  deem  expedient.  And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object, 
in  co-operation  with  the  General  Government  and  such  of  the  Slates  as  may  adopt  regulations  on  the 
subject. 

"Art.  3.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  shall  have  paid  to  the  funds  of  the  Society  the  sum 
of  one  dollar,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society  for  one  year  from  the  time  of  such  payment.  Any  citi- 
zen who  shall  have  paid  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars,  shall  be  a  member  for  life.  And  any  citizen  paying 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director  for  life.  Foreigners  may  be  made  members  by  vote 
of  the  Society  or  of  the  Directors. 

"Art.  4.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  at  Washington  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  January,  and  at 
such  othertimes  and  places  as  they  shall  direct.  At  the  annual  meeting,  a  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dents shall  be  chosen,  who  shall  perform  the  duties  appropriate  to  those  offices. 

"Art.  5.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors,  composed  of  the  Directors  for  life  and  of  Delegates 
from  the  several  State  Societies  and  societies  for  the  District  of  Columbia  and  Territories  of  the  United 
states.  Each  of  such  societies  shall  be  entitled  to  one  Delegate  for  every  five  hundred  dollars  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  this  Society  within  the  year  previous  to  the  annual  meeting. 

u  Art.  6.  The  board  shall  annually  appoint  one  or  more  Secretaries,  a  Treasurer,  and  an  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  seven  persons  ;  all  of  whom  shall  ex  officio,  be  members  of  the  Board,  having  a  right 
to  be  present  at  its  meetings  and  to  take  part  in  the  transaction  of  its  business  j  but  they  shall  not  vote, 
except  as  provided  in  Article  7. 

"Art.  7.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  meet  annually  in  Washington,  immediately  after  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society,  and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  it  shall  appoint,  or  at  the  request  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  Seven  Directors  shall  form  a  quorum.  But,  if  at  any  annual  meeting,  or 
meeting  regularly  called,  a  less  number  be  in  attendance,  then  five  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, with  such  Directors,  not  less  than  four,  as  may  be  present,  shall  constitute  a  Board,  and 
have  competent  authority  to  transact  any  business  of  the  Society;  provided,  however,  that  the 
Board  thus  constituted  shall  carry  no  question  unless  the  vote  be  unanimous. 

"Art.  8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  according  to  its  own  appointment,  or  at  the  call  of 
the  Secretary.  This  Committee  shall  have  discretionary  power  to  transact  the  business  of  the  So- 
ciety, subject  only  to  such  limitations  as  are  found  in  its  charter,  in  this  Constitution,  and  in  the 
votes  that  have  been  passed,  or  may  hereafter  be  passed,  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  shall  be  members  of  the  Committee  ex  officio,  with  the  right  to  deliberate,  but  not  to 
vote.  The  Committee  is  authorized  to  fill  all  vacancies  in  its  own  body;  to  appoint  a  Secretary  or 
Treasurer  whenever  such  offices  are  vacant;  and  to  appoint  and  direct  such  agents  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  service  of  the  Society.  At  every  annual  meeting,  the  Committee  shall  report  their 
doings  to  the  Society,  and  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

"Art.  9.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended,  upon  a  proposition  to  that  effect  by  any  of  the  So- 
cieties represented  in  ihe  Board  of  Directors,  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  and  published  in  the  of- 
ficial paper  of  the  Society,  three  months  before  the  annual  meeting;  provided  such  amendment  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  two-thirds  of  the  Board  at  its  next  annual  meeting." 
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Financial  condition  of  the  Society. 


At  the  close  of  a  year,  which  has  been 
remarkable  in  its  general  history,  it  is  our 
privilege  to  refer  to  the  gracious  provi- 
dences which  have  surrounded  our  enter- 
prise, and  to  present  our  meed  of  praise  to 
the  Ruler  of  the  Universe  for  his  guardian 
care  and  continued  blessing.  Many  cities 
and  districts  in  our  widely  extended  coun- 
try have  felt  the  desolating  power  of  the 
"pestilence  which  walketh  in  darkness, 
and  the  destruction  which  wasteth  at 
noonday."  Great  excitements  have  agi- 
tated the  public  mind,  and  sent  the  unnerv- 
ing streams  of  their  influence  through  all 
the  ramifications  of  society.  Financial 
embarrassments  and  commercial  disasters 
have  touched  with  appalling  power  many 
of  the  great  enterprises  of  business,  and 
spread  alarm  and  anxiety  through  the 
wide  circle  of  society  !  We,  in  common 
with  all  others,  have  felt  the  shock  and 
been  embarrassed  by  the  prevailing  de- 
pression, and  the  impending  prospect  that 
"  the  end  is  not  yet !"  But  in  no  individual 
instance,  in  no  signal  manner  has  our  en- 
terprise been  singled  out  as  one  destined 
to  suffer,  or  marked  by  special  disfavor. 
On  the  contrary,  the  descent  of  blessings 
upon  us  has  been  gentle  and  refreshing  as 
the  dews  of  Heaven,  and  the  tokens  of 
favor  from  on  high  have  been  cheering  to 
the  heart,  and  ever  beckoning  us  onward. 

By  reference  to  the  long  list  of  distin- 


guished Vice  Presidents  and  Life  Direc- 
tors of  this  Society,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  only  two  names  have  been  removed 
during  the  year— Elliott  Cresson,  Esq., 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  the  Rev.  Leon- 
ard Woods,  D.  D.,  of  Andover,  Mass. 
Mr.  Cresson  was  for  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century  an  ardent  advocate  of  Colonization, 
devoting  a  large  portion  of  his  time,  in 
this  country  and  Great  Britain,  in  gratui- 
tous labors  in  its  behalf.  His  liberal  con- 
tributions in  life,  no  less  than  his  remem- 
brance of  the  cause  by  will,  evinced  the 
sincerity  of  his  professions.  Dr.  Woods 
was  an  earnest  advocate  of  colonization 
for  many  years,  and  has  left  evidence  in 
his  will  of  his  desire  for  its  future  success 
and  enlarged  prosperity. 

By  reference  to  the  statement  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  Society 
during  the  year,  herewith  presented,  it 
will  be  perceived  that  all  our  available 
means  have  been  exhausted,  and  that  the 
treasury  is  now  empty.  We  commenced 
the  year  with  a  debtof  $24,844  43.  We  end 
it  with  this  debt  increased  by  $7,293  58; 
making  our  present  indebtedness,  includ- 
ing bills  payable  and  current  accounts, 
|32,138  01. 

The  whole  amount  of  our  receipts  are  six- 
ty-five thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-three 
dollars  and  ninety-three  ctnl<,  ($65,433  93.) 
This  amount  falls  short  of  that  received 
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the  preceding  year  by  $16,964  32.  We 
record  this  fact  with  sorrow,  because  we 
have  been  deficient  of  the  means  necessary 
to  accomplish  a  certain  amount  of  good. 
"We  have  been  called  upon  for  enlarged  ope- 
rations and  more  extended  improvements 
necessary  to  the  successful  prosecution  of 
the  enterprise,  but  we  have  been  obliged  to 
hold  back  for  the  want  of  means.  We 
have  been  compelled  to  say  to  persons  ap- 
plying for  a  passage  to  Liberia,  you  must 
wait.  We  cannot  accommodate  you  now. 
Our  means  are  exhausted! 

In  this  light  it  is  matter  of  deep  sorrow 
that  our  income  has  been  so  small.  We 
are  not  however  discouraged  by  it.  We 
are  not  disposed  to  complain  that  our 
friends  have  deserted  us,  or  that  they  have 
been  less  liberal  than  we  had  a  right  to 
expect.  We  have  not  seen  evidence  any- 
where that  the  interest  felt  in  Colonization 
was  dying  out,  or  that  the  channels  of 
benevolence  were  dried  up  forever.  On 
the  contrary,  when  all  the  attendant  cir- 
cumstances are  considered,  we  are  con- 
strained to  say  that  the  year  has  closed 
upon  us  with  a  brighter  showing  than  we 
could  have  anticipated.  We  have  not 
mistaken  the  benevolent  spirit  of  our  coun- 
try in  supposing  that  this  only  feasible 
plan  for  the  accomplishment  of  an  object 
demanded  alike  by  philanthropy  and  re- 
ligion, can  never  fail  for  the  want  of  funds! 
It  may  be  checked  in  its  progress  ;  it  may 
be  limited  in  the  extent  of  its  usefulness, 
as  it  has  been  the  past  year,  but  in  the 
very  causes  which  have  produced  this 
limitation  we  behold  the  most  cheering 
evidences  that  it  is  instinct  with  vitality  : 
that  it  is  inwrought  into  the  very  life  and 
soul  of  the  noblest  body  of  friends,  whose 
hearts  and  hands  are  ready  to  sustain  it 
in  every  hour  of  peril  or  embarrassment. 
We  have  seen  how  its  appeals  come  home 
to   the    bosoms    and    the   consciences  of 


men.  When  embarrassments  beset  rs, 
and  clouds  and  darkness  were  round  about 
us,  our  friends  have  come  to  cheer  and 
sustain  us.  They  have  said,  fear  not; 
we  will  stand  by  you  ;  go  on  with  your 
work  ;  we  know  the  times  are  hard  ;  we 
feel  the  pressure  and  find  it  very  difficult 
to  command  the  money  we  need  to  sustain 
ourselves  ;  but  one  thing  we  have  settled, 
and  that  is  that  retrenchment  shall  not 
begin  by  our  withholding  our  contribu- 
tions from  your  Society!  It  is  true  we 
have  many  calls  for  charitable  purposes  ; 
we  are  obliged  to  economise,  and  make 
our  little  means  go  as  far  as  possible,  but 
we  are  with  you,  heart  and  purse,  to  the 
end  ! 

These  and  such  as  these  are  the  senti- 
ments which  have  come  to  us  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  have  cheered 
and  encouraged  us  in  the  most  delightful 
manner.  We  should  do  injustice  to  every 
sensation  of  our  hearts,  as  well  as  to  the 
benevolence  of  our  friends,  were  we  in  this 
connection  to  tefrain  from  expressing  the 
high  sense  of  our  gratitude  to  them  for 
their  unwavering  attachment,  and  their 
ever  prompt  and  generous  liberality ! 
When  in  any  case  of  emergency,  we  have 
made  a  special  call  for  funds  to  accom- 
plish any  specific  good,  we  have  only  had 
to  touch  the  sympathetic  chords  in  order 
to  send  a  thrill  of  feeling  through  many 
hearts,  and  then  suddenly  we  would  hear 
the  responsive  notes  rolling  back  upon  us 
from  many  a  crowded  city,  from  many  a 
hill  and  valley,  and  secluded  country 
dwelling!  For  example,  to  send  a  family 
of  seventy-one  persons  to  Liberia,  wf  needed 
to  raise,  by  special  effort,  $4,260,  and  we 
asked  426  of  our  friends  to  give  us  $10 
each  for  this  purpose.  We  sent  to  them 
letters  explaining  the  case,  and  it  would 
do  anybody's  heart  good  to  read  the  an- 
swers they  returned  us !     In  a  very  short 
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.space  of  time  we  received  responses  from 
350    of   them,    with    #7,164    18,    which 
was  just  $2,904  18  more  than  we  asked 
them  for,  with  the   most  encouraging  as- 
surances that  their  donations  were  made 
with    a   right  hearty  good  will   and    the 
most  generous  feelings.     To  such  an  ex- 
tent was  this  the  case,  that  many  of  the 
contributors  were  not  satisfied  until  they 
had  assured  us  that  they  would   be  happy 
to    be  called  upon   again  in  like  circum- 
stances.    Many  of  them   sent  us   many 
times  more  than  the  amount  we  solicited. 
Many  of  them  spoke  with  their  friends  on 
the  subject,  and  forthwith  they  desired  to 
have  a  share  in  the  work .     One  gentleman 
having    sent   us    $255,  says,  "  nearly   all 
that  I  have  sent   you  I    have  collected   in 
the   cars  or  ferry-boat   as  I  am  passing 
daily  to  my  residence   in  the  country!"  i 
thus   affording    a  beautiful    illustration   of  j 
the  ease  and   facility  witn   wnich  a  great 
amount  of  good  may  be  done  in  a  quiet 
way  '. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  these  liberal 
donations  were  made  at  a  time  when  the 
pecuniary   embarrassments  were  at  their 
height—while     money    was    scarce    and 
calls  were  numerous.     In  them  therefore 
we  see  an    illustration  of  the  kind  of  be- 
nevolence which  is  enlisted  in  this  cause, 
and  a  sample  of  the  exertions  which  men 
are  willing  to   make  to  carry  it  forward. 
It   is   also   worthy  of  remark    that  our 
contributions  came  from  no  particular  sec- 
tion of  the  country— from  no  one  sect   in 
religion  or   p\rty  in  politics.     There  is  a 
sense  in  which  colonization   may  be  con- 
sidered an    orphan.     Almost  every  other 
benevolent  society  has  some  denomination 
of  christians  who  feel  bound  to  support  it, 
and  to  which   it  can  appeal  with  all    the 
confidence  of  parental -love!     But  coloni- 
zation, as  a  scheme  of  benevolence,  origi- 
nated in  the  broadest  philanthropy,  and 


appeals  to  the  most  enlarged  and  unselfish 
principles  for  support.  It  belongs  to  no 
sect— to  no  party— which  is  bound  to  sup- 
port it  at  all  hazards  and  any  sacrifices. 

But  there  is  still  a  noble   band  of  men 
and  women,  unknown  to   each  other,  and 
separated   by  many  a  league  or  clashing 
interest,  but  united  in  considering  this  a 
cause  of  strict  and  pure  benevolence,  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  great  principles 
of  humanity  ;  bearing   upon    the   general 
welfare  of  society  ;  closely  linked  in  with, 
and  embracing  all  the  other  great  schemes 
of  benevolence  ;    involving  some   of   the 
most  important  destinies  of  our  own  mag- 
nificent country  ;  presenting  the  chief  cen- 
tral hope  for  the  millions  of  Africa  ;  and 
that  in   its  onward  progress  it  is  accom- 
plishing a  train  of  good  results  which  no 
other  plan  of  operations  has  ever  yet  been 
able    to     achieve!     Therefore     it     ought 
to  be  sustained  and  carried  vigorously  for- 
ward, and  to  this  work  they  have  pledged 
themselves  in  high  and  holy  covenant! 

We  desire  to  call  attention  particularly 
to  a  proposition  made  by  a  gentlemen  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  his  reply  to  our  special 
appeal  for  the  $4,260,  above  alluded  to. 
He  says  : — 


"  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  plan  you 
have  adopted  may  prove  successful.  I 
have,  however,  a  proposition  to  make,  to 
wit,  that  if  you  will  raise  the  sum  named 
in  the  manner  you  propose,  then  I  will  be 
one  of  four  to  give  an  equal  amount  pro- 
vided three  other  individuals  can  be  found 
who  will  each  give  one  fourth,  (#1,065,) 
or,  I  will  be  one  of  three,  provided  two 
other  individuals  can  be  found  who  will 
each  give  one  third,  ($1,420,)  which 
would  put  that  amount  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  Society;  and  at  the  same  time,  I 
will  give  my 'influence  to  further  the  object 
set  forth  in  the  circular.  If  what  1  pro- 
pose cannot  be  accomplished,  you  may 
rely  on  me  for  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  in  furtherance  of  the  object  of  your 
circular." 

We  have  been  looking  for  two  or  three 
gentlemen,  who   would  join    our  Buffalo 
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friend  in  his  generous  proposition ,  and  thus 
place  an  amount  of  funds  in  our  Treasury 
which  would  somewhat  relieve  us  in  our 
present  time  of  need.  Several  persons 
have  had  the  matter  under  consideration, 
and  we  hope  yet  to  receive  a  favorable  re- 
sponse from  them,  or  from  some  others. 
The  following  statement  will  show  the 
amount  which  each  of  the  several  States 
has  contributed. 


Maine 1,724  89 

N.  H 1,528  48 

Vermont...  1,660  83 

Mass 12,790  19 

R.  Island  ...825  34 

Conn 6,508  08 

N.  York.. .2,617  55 
N.Jersey,.  1,674  92 

Penn 3,063  59 

Delaware 398  92 

Maryland. ...458  16 
Dis.  Col. ...1,235  28 
Virginia. ..12,604  52 
N.  Carolina.. 128  75 
S.  Carolina... 41  00 
Georgia 680  00 

The  total  amount  received  from  legacies 
left  to  the  Society,  the  past  year,  is 
$9,861  16.  But  of  this  amount  we  only 
had  the  use  of  $5,298  76,  the  balance 
having  been  paid  to  relieve  the  bequests 
from  incumbrances  imposed  by  the  testa- 
tors. This  small  amount  of  legacies  will  in 
part  account  for  the  difference  between  our 
general  receipts  this  year  and  preceding  one. 

With  a  limited  treasury  to  draw  upon, 


Alabama.... 7 10  50 

Florida 1   00 

Louisiana-.  .794  00 

Miss 2,195  25 

Kentucky. 2,916  80 
Tennessee.  1,558  50 

Ohio 2,960  61 

Indiana... 1,112  37 

Illinois 523  58 

Missouri... .965  85 

Michigan 16  00 

Wisconsin.  .54  20 

Texas 5  00 

C.  Nation....  17  50 
N.  Bruns'lclO  00 


we  have  been  able  to  accomplish  only  a 
limited  measure  of  good.  In  defraying  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Society  we 
have  used  every  possible  economy,  and 
made  retrenchment  wherever  the  nature 
of  the  case  would  allow.  Still  the  salaries 
of  agents  and  officers  had  to  be  paid  as 
usual,  both  at  home  and  in  Liberia,  while 
increased  accommodations  for  emigrants 
were  needed,  and  other  improvements  had 
to  be  made.  Hence  the  chief  curtailment 
had  to  be  made  in  the  number  of  emigrants 
sent  to  Liberia.  The  whole  number  sent 
this  year  is  only  553,  while  in  the  preced- 
ing year  we  sent  783,  thus  showing  a  dif- 
ference of  230.  To  have  sent  these  would 
have  required  $13,800  more  than  we  re- 
ceived, which  is  nearly  the  difference  be- 
tween the  receipts  of  this  and  the  previous 
year.  Had  we  received  twenty  or  thirty 
thousand  dollars  more,  we  could  have  sent 
the  comparative  number  of  additional  emi- 
grants without  any  increase  of  what  may 
properly  be  called  contingent  expenses. 
The  agencies  employed  and  means  in  op- 
eration could  have  accomplished  the  addi- 
tional work,  without  any  additional  cost 
for  their  support. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  num- 
ber of  expeditions,  the  states  from  whjch 
the  emigrants  went,  and  their  respective 
a°;es  and  character. 


Ship  Sophia  Walker. 


Brig  Harp. 


Bark  Estelle. 


27  May 


11  June 
26     Oct 


Ship  Euphrasia. 
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Brig  Gen.  Pierce.         16    Dec 
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To  some  it  may  seem  a  small  thing  that 
only  this  number  of  persons  have  been 
sent  to  Liberia,  during  a  whole  year! 
And  so  it  is,  if  the  mere  fact  of  taking 
them  from  this  country,  and  locating  them 
in  that,  was  all.  Eut  this  is  a  very  nar- 
row and  partial  view  of  the  subject.  It 
meets  not  at  all  the  grandeur  and  far 
reaching  good  which  has  been  accom- 
plished. 

Ever  since  the  formation  of  this  Society 
and  the  founding  of  Liberia,  the  work  has 
gone  on  in  this  same  quiet  and  limited 
manner.  There  has  been  nothing  grand 
or  imposing,  such  as  ordinarily  attends 
upon  a  nation's  movements.  The  re- 
sources have  been  small,  the  progress  has 
been  slow.  But  something  has  been  ac- 
complished, which  promises  further  re- 
sults and  leads  on  to  ulterior  ends.  The 
foundations  of  a  free  and  happy  nation 
have  been  laid  ;  all  the  appliances  of  edu- 
cation and  religion  have  been  put  in  mo- 
tion, so  that  Liberia  holds  out  to  the  col- 
ored man  brighter  prospects  than  are  visi- 
ble in  any  other  quarter  of  the  globe.  A 
substantial  good  is  therefore  done  to  every 
person  who  is  removed  to  that  land,  and 
placed  in  circumstances  where  he  is  re- 
lieved from  the  civil  and  social  disadvan- 
tages which  overhang  him  in  this  country  ! 
For  himself  alone,  and  as  an  isolated  indi- 
vidual, this  good  is  immeasurable.  But 
this  is  not  all.  He  there  becomes  an  in- 
tegral part  of  a  great  community.  He 
sheds  around  him  an  influence  and  puts 
forth  an  agency,  tending  to  spread  over 
the  whole  western  coast  of  Africa  and  dif- 
fuse among  the  numerous  tribes  of  the 
interior  all  the  arts  and  comforts  of  civil- 
ized life  !  The  greatest  difficulties  attend- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  colony  on  a  for- 
eign land  and  the  organization  of  a  repub- 
lican government,  have  already  been  so  far 
overcome,  that  now  the  way  is  open  for 


advancement,  and  every  new  company  of 
emigrants  have  only  to  address  themselves 
to  the  completion  of  that  which  has  already 
been  so  well  begun.  If  it  is  the  design  of 
a  wise  and  far-seeing  Providence  to  make 
Liberia  the  asylum  of  the  whole  African 
race,  now  dispersed  over  the  surface  of  the 
earth,  then  without  doubt  our  present  fee- 
ble labors  are  connected  with  other  lands 
and  coming  generations  in  a  manner  more 
intimate  and  important  than  is  generally 
believed.  "  Colonies  on  a  heathen  shore," 
it  has  been  well  remarked,  ''  are  like  trees 
around  a  new  house,  or  a  hedge  around  a 
prairie.  They  are  to  be  planted  once,  not 
forever.  The  tree  of  liberty  and  civiliza- 
tion once  planted  on  African  soil  in  due 
abundance,  and  guarded  a  little  at  first, 
wiU  grow,  and  bloom,  and  bear,  and  prop- 
agate henceforth  without  help."  And 
who  can  measure  the  results  to  be  ex- 
pected in  all  future  time,  from  this  com- 
munity of  Americanized  Christian  Africans 
on  the  destinies  of  Africa? 

"  The  good  begun  by  them   shall  onward  flow, 
"In  many  a  branching  stream,  and  wider  grow:" 

till  the  "final  wreck  of  matter  and  crush 
of  worlds"  has  wound  up  earth's  destiny. 

Now  look  but  for  a  moment,  at  the  only 
five  hundred  and  fifty-three  persons  we 
have  the  past  year  sent  to  Liberia.  Some 
of  them  will  doubtless  not  live  through  the 
acclimating  process.  They  will  go  to  an 
early  tomb !  But  the  mould  shall  live 
fresh  upon  their  graves,  and  the  flowers 
planted  over  them  shall  flourish  in  perpet- 
ual bloom,  for  they  died  in  a  holy  endea- 
vor to  rekindle  the  extinguished  fires,  and 
rebuild  the  shattered  fortunes  of  their 
race! 

Others  of  them  shall  live,  and  their  chil- 
dren, and  their  children's  children — and 
still  theirs  again  and  again,  increasing  in 
number  as  they  go — until  far  along  the 
coast,  away  back  into  the  now  unknown 
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interior,  far  up  along  the  mountain  side, 
away  down  in  the  valley's  depth,  along  the 
shores  of  many  a  winding  stream,  around 
the  long  sought  sources  of  the  Niger, 
skirting  Sahara's  desert  plain,  and  on  the 
shores  of  lake  Tchad,  shall  be  found  the 
descendants  of  this  little  company — some 
of  them  tilling  the  soil  and  showing  the 
natives  how — some  of  them  pursuing  the 
mechanic  arts  and  illustrating  the  just  ap- 
plication of  science  to  the  affairs  of  every 
day  life — some  of  them  instructing  the 
rising  generation  in  the  English  language, 
some  of  them  making  laws  for  free  and 
independent  states  and  some  of  them  un- 
furling tiie  banner  of  the  Cross  and  bring- 
ing millions  of  the  outcast  heathen  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  Savior,  and  each  and 
every  one  of  them  constituting  a  bright  and 
powerful  centre  of  light  and  love,  confer- 
ring happiness  and  salvation  on  hosts  of 
human  beings,  who  would,  otherwise,  and 
but  for  our  having,  this  year,  sent  this  lit- 
tle company,  have  been  lost  forever! 

It  is  not  therefore  in  vain  that  we  have 
planted  "  this  handful  of  corn  in  the  earth 
on  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  for  the  fruit 
thereof  shall  shake  like  Lebanon,  and 
they  of  the  City  shall  nourish  like  grass 
of  the  earth." 

Turning  from  the  operations  of  the  So- 
ciety in  this  country  to  the  history  of 
Liberia  during  the  year  which  has  just 
closed,  it  is  our  privilege  to  report  that 
there  has  been  a  general  advancement  in 
all  that  constitutes  her  prosperity.  Peace 
has  prevailed  with  the  native  tribes  in  her 
vicinity.  Some  of  the  neighboring  chiefs 
and  head  men,  who  had  been  rebellious 
and  hostile,  because  they  were  compelled 
to  abandon  the  slave  trade,  are  becoming 
reconciled,  by  the  superior  advantages 
presented  to  them  in  lawful  commerce  and 
the  industry  and  arts  of  civilized  life. 
President  Roberts  has  been  on  a  visit  to 
Europe  touching   business  growing  out  of 


the  friendly  relations  of  the  Republic  with 
the  leading  governments  which  have  ac- 
knowledged their  independence,  and  in- 
terceding with  the  English  government  for 
the  transfer  of  Sierra  Leone  to  Liberia. 
During  his  absence  the  duties  of  the  office 
have  been  performed  by  the  Hon.  S.  A. 
Benson,  Vice  President.  A  growing  inte- 
rest is  felt  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
The  steam  saw-mill  on  the  Junk  river  has 
been  put  into  successful  operation.  The 
general  health  among  the  acclimated  citi- 
zens has  been  good.  Some  of  the  compa- 
nies of  newly  arrived  emigrants  have  suf- 
fered considerably  during  their  sickness, 
with  an  unusual  mortality,  resulting  from 
causes  which  we  could  not  control.  Other 
companies,  however,  have  enjoyed  a  very 
encouraging  measure  of  health.  Dr. 
Roberts  says,  in  his  letter  dated  Novem- 
ber 13  :  "By  the  English  mail  steamer  I 
write  to  acquaint  you  of  the  present  state 
of  the  last  company  of  emigrants,  per 
Sophia  Walker,  many  of  whom  are  mak- 
ing preparations  for  the  clearing  of  their 
lands  and  the  erection  of  their  buildings. 

"  Enclosed,  I  am  thankful,  you  will 
find  no  list  of  deaths  in  this  company,  re- 
sulting from  their  acclimation. 

"  About  eighty-eight  were  landed  Jjere 
under  my  charge,  and  with  the  exception 
of  the  three  children,  I  wrote  you  by  the 
return  of  the  Sophia  Walker,  that  died 
three  or  four  days  after  their  landing, 
(they  having  the  diarrhoea  very  bad  when 
landed,)  none  of  the  number  under  my 
charge  have  died." 

President  Roberts,  in  his  last  message 
to  the  Legislature,  says  :  "  During  the 
year  that  has  just  passed  a  kind  Provi- 
dence has  watched  over  us  for  good,  and 
our  country  has  been  signally  blessed  in 
all  its  relations.  Every  important  interest 
of  the  government  and  people  seems  to 
bear   the  marks  of  the  Divine  favor  and 
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approbation.  No  pestilence  has  visited 
our  land  ;  but  on  the  contrary  an  unusual 
degree  of  health  has  been  dispensed  to  its 
inhabitants.  The  agricultural  prospects 
of  our  country  were  never  more  encour- 
aging than  at  the  present  time.  In  no 
year  of  the  Republic  has  the  labors  of  the 
husbandman  been  more  abundantly  re- 
v/aided. The  mercantile  interest  of  the 
country  seems  to  be  in  a  healthful  state. 
Our  merchants  are  extending  their  opera- 
tions by  opening  up  new  sources  of  com- 
merce, and  their  efforts  are  producing  very 
satisfactory  results,  not  only  in  reference 
to  products  and  trade,  but  the  prosperity 
attending  those  branches  of  industry  and 
enterprise  has  given  an  impulse  to  general 
improvement  decidedly  encouraging. 

"Our  educational  interests  have  also  been 
blessed.  The  educational  facilities  ex- 
tended to  the  people  through  missionary 
enterprises  and  the  benevolence  of  private 
individuals  in  the  United  States,  are  now 
more  extensive  than  ever  before,  and 
promise  much  good  to  the  youth  of  our 
several  communities,  who,  I  am  glad  to 
say,  are  availing  themselves  of  these  ad- 
vantages, and  are  making  gratifying  ad- 
vancements in  the  various  branches  of 
useful  knowledge.  But  above  all,  God 
has  been  pleased  to  bless  the  people  by  a 
gracious  visitation  of  his  churches,  in. 
spiring  them  with  a  spirit  of  pure  and  un- 
defiled  religion,  thereby  wonderfully  ex- 
tending the  inestimable  benefits  of  Chris- 
tianity among  the  idolatrous  tribes  of  this 
land,  and  dispelling  the  gloom  of  moral 
night  which  has  so  long  overshadowed 
them. 

"  We  continue,  to  receive  from  her  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  government  assurances 
of  friendly  concern  for  our  welfare.  From 
the  French  government  we  are  also  re- 
ceiving tangible  proofs  of  the  interest  his 
Imperial  Majesty  feels  in  the  future  pros- 


perity of  this  infant  State.  As  a  present 
to  this  government,  the  French  Minister 
of  War  has  forwarded  recently  one-thous- 
and stand  of  arms,  to  be  followed  shortly, 
as  we  are  advised  by  our  agent  in  Paris, 
by  an  equal  number  of  equipments  for  our' 
military. 

"  I  regret  to  have  to  acquaint  the  legisla- 
ture that  the  contemplated  exploration  by 
Commander  Lynch  of  the  country  lying 
east  of  this  Republic,  is,  for  the  present  at 
least,  given  up. 

"  I  am  aware  our  fellow  citizens  enter- 
tained encouraging  hopes  that  this  benevo- 
lent enterprise  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  government  would  be  carried  into 
immediate  execution.  I  know  of  no 
project,  whether  considered  in  relation  to 
the  development  of  the  resources  of  the 
country,  and  the  extension  of  commercial 
enterprise,  or  whether  with  a  view  to  the 
spread  of  civilization  and  Christianity, 
that  promises  more  real  good  to  Liberia, 
and  to  Africa  in  general,  than  an  explora- 
tion of  the  interior  just  at  this  juncture. 
Unfortunately  for  us,  our  limited  pecu- 
niary resources  will  not  allow  us  to  un- 
dertake the  work.  We  will,  therefore, 
hope  that  the  enterprise  will  n  )t  be  wholly 
abandoned  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States." 

We  have  quoted  at  length  the  remarks 
of  President  Roberts  upon  the  subject  of 
exploration,  in  order  to  exhibit  more 
clearly  the  discouraging  effect  produced 
by  the  delay  of  so  important  a  measure. 
But  we  have  the  gratification  of  hoping 
that  this  delay  has  been  occasioned 
by  special  causes,  and  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  will  not  unne- 
cessarily postpone  a  work  which  promises 
so  much  for  the  interests  of  our  own 
country. 

In  a  late  number  of  the  Liberia  Herald 
the  editor  remarks  :  "  It  is  with  increased 
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interest  that  we  notice  the  growing  thrifti- 
ness  of  our  citizens.  The  hands  of  the 
shipbuilders,  and  mechanics  in  every  de- 
partment of  their  profession,  including  the 
husbandman,  the  product  of  whose  labor 
appears  in  oar  market,  show  the  rapid 
increase  of  the  industry  of  our  people. 
Indeed,  to  an  observant  mind,  who  has 
watched  particularly  the  increase  of  this 
people  for  the  last  ten  years,  it  will  une- 
quivocally appear  that  Liberia  now  is  not 
the  Liberia  of  ten  years  ago. 

Two  large  vessels  are  on  the  stocks  in 
Monrovia,  and  nearly  finished. 

Almost  every  day  barrels  of  sugar  and 
syrup  are  brought  to  market  by  the  far- 
mers of  St.  Pauls. 

The  severity  of  the  rains  does  not  pre- 
vent the  erection  of  buildings  in  our  city 
of  almost  every  description.  Laborers 
meet  with  constant  employment.  Rice  is 
very  limited  in  quantity — and  prices  high. 
The  supply  of  cassava  and  potatoes  is 
abundant,  and  the  prices  are  moderate. 
European  and  American  trade  goods  are 
abundant,  and  at  moderate  rates.  The 
supply  of  American  provisions  is  fair — 
prices  high.  Palm  oil  is  commanding  high 
prices.  Camwood  is  at  fair  rates.  A  vol- 
unteer company  has  been  raised  here — it  is 
called,  "Johnson's  Guards"— and  will 
show  itself  for  the  first  time  in  fall  uniform, 
on  the  26th  of  this  month.  An  artillery 
Company  has  also  been  formed.  Con- 
tracts have  been  entered  into  for  building 
a  new  and  capacious  "Light  House." 
Our  market  continues  scarce  of  fresh  beef. 
The  mail  Steamer  is  behind  her  time, 
more  than  a  fortnight.  The  health  of  the 
City  is  good,  notwithstanding  theseventy 
of  the  wet  season.  The  latest  news  from 
the  leeward  counties,  represents  the  health 
of  the  people  to  be  good— farms  in  good 
condition  and  that  peace  prevails.  The 
British  Mail  Steamer  "  Forerunner"  ar- 
rived here  on  the  9th  July,  bound  home. 


She  had  her  complete  compliment  of  pas- 
sengers, and  a  full  cargo  of  African  pro- 
duce. A  fine  steam  vessel  fitted  out  in 
England  to  ascend  the  Niger,  passed  here, 
oh  her  way  down,  a  few  days  ago.  The 
British  mail  steamer  "  Bacchante"  did  not 
complete  her  voyage — some  of  her  ma- 
chinery got  out  of  order,  and  she  made 
the  best  of  her  way  under  sail  to  Sierra 
Leone." 

Further  extracts  are  unnecessary.  These 
give  a  general  view  of  the  present  condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  Liberia. 

The  Maryland  Colony  at  Cape  Palmas, 
has  become  an  independent  State.  This 
measure  was  almost  unanimously  desired 
by  the  citizens  thereof,  and  was  readily 
acquiesced  in  by  the  Society,  under  whose 
auspices  the  colony  was  founded.  It  had 
been  proposed  by  some  that  the  Colony 
at  Cape  Palmas  should  become  annexed 
to  the  Republic,  and  form  one  of  its 
counties,  on  the  same  terms  as  Sinou  or 
Bassa.  But  a  majority  of  the  citizens 
thought  otherwise.  We  wish  them  all 
the  blessings  which  they  need,  and  will  be 
most  happy  to  see  their  numbers  increas- 
ing and  their  influence  extending  far  and 
wide. 

Dr.  Daniel  Laing  and  Dr.  Isaas  H. 
Snowden,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  hav- 
ing completed  their  medical  education 
under  the  care  and  patronage  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Colonization  Society,  embarked 
for  Liberia  in  the  ship  Sophia  Walker, 
the  27th  May.  We  have  engaged  them  as 
physicians,  on  competent  salaries,  to  at- 
tend our  emigrants  during  acclimation,  the 
one,  Mr.  Snowden,  in  Sinou  county,  and 
the  other,  Dr.  Laing,  on  the  St.  Pauls. 
From  the  proceeds  of  their  labors,  they 
are  to  refund  the  Society  from  time  to 
time,  as  they  may  be  able,  the  money  ad- 
vanced to  them  while  pursuing  their  edu- 
cation. They  have  been  considered  men 
of  fine   talents   and  good   character,  and 
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their  medical  knowledge  and  ability  are 
believed  to  be  equal  to  the  generality  of 
young  physicians. 

We  have  now  four  physicians  in  the 
employment  of  the  Society,  two  of  whom, 
Drs.  Roberts  and  Smith,  have  proved 
themselves  weli  furnished  for  their  work. 
They  will  be  able  to  render  all  needful  at- 
tention to  even  a  much  larger  number  of 
emigrants  than  we  at  present  have  the 
prospect  of  means  to  send  out. 

In  closing  this  report  we  feel  called  upon 
to  make  a  special   appeal   to  the  several 

Proceedings  at  the  38th  Annual 

Trinity  Church,  Washington  City. 

Jan.  16,  1854,  7  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  American  Colonization  Society 
met  according  to  adjournment.  The 
President,  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq.,  pre- 
sided. The  meeting  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cummins,  the 
Rector  of  the  Church. 

The  Secretary  read  extracts  from  the 
Annual  Report. 

Addresses  were  delivered  by  Gov.  Dut- 
ton,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Haight,  and  Captain 
Foote,  U.  S.  N.  After  which,  rolunteer 
speeches  were  made  by  a  gentleman  from 
New  York,  and  by  the  Rev.  Leroy  M. 
Lee,  D.  D. ,  of  Richmond,  Va. 

After  which  the  Society  adjourned  to 
meet  in  the  lecture  room  «f  the  church  at 
12  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Lecture  Room, 

Jan.  17,  1855,  12  M. 

The  Society  met  agreeably  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were 
read. 

The  Annual  Report  was  taken  up  and 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  their 
action. 

John  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq.,  was  re- 
elected President  of  the  Society. 


State  societies,  and  the  friends  and  patrons 
of  our  enterprise,  for  renewed  exertions, 
to  give  increased  impulse  to  the  cause 
during  the  present  year.  We  commence 
the  year  under  the  pressure  of  a  too  heavy 
debt.  Extensive  improvements  must  be 
made  in  Liberia.  Numerous  applications 
have  already  been  made  for  a  passage  in 
our  regular  spring  expedition,  which  it 
will  be  utterly  impossible  for  us  to  accom- 
modate, without  greatly  enlarged  resources 
are  placed  at  our  command. 


Meeting  of  the  Am.  Col.  Society. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected 
Vice  Presidents. 

Vice  Presidents. 
(First  elected  in  1819.) 

1.  Gen.  John  H.  Cocke,  of  Virginia. 

(First  electtd   in  1823.) 

2.  Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  of  Va. 

3.  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.  of  Conn. 

(First  elected  in  1830.) 

4.  Hon.  Theo.  Frelinghuysen,  of  N.J. 

(First  elected  in  1832.) 

5.  Hon.  Louis  McLean,  of  Maryland. 

(First  elected  in  1833.) 

6.  Moses  Allen,  Esq.,  of  New  York. 

7.  Gen.  Walter  Jones,  of  Dis.  of  Col. 

8.  Joseph  Gales,  Esq.,  do 

(First  elected  in  1834.) 

9.  Rt.  Rev.  Wm   Meade,  D.  D.  of  Va. 

(First  elected  in  1835.) 

10.  Rev.    James    O.    Andrew,    D.    D,., 

Bishop  of  the  M.E.  Church,  South. 

11.  William  Maxwell,  Esq.  of  Virginia. 

(First  elected  in  1836.) 

12.  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio. 

13.  Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  of  New  York. 

14.  Stephen  Duncan,  M.  D.,  of  Miss. 

(First  elected  in  1838.) 

15.  Hon.  William  C.  Rives,  of  Virginia, 

16.  Rev.  William  Winans.  D.  D.  of  Miss. 

17.  James  Boorman.  Esq.,  of  N.  Y. 

18.  Henry  A.  Foster,  Esq.,  of  do. 

19.  Robert  Campbell,  Esq  ,  of  Georgia. 

20.  Hon.  Peter  D.  Vroom,  of  N.  J. 

21.  Hon.  James  Garland T  of  Virginia. 
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(First  elected  in  1840.) 

22.  Hon.  Willard  Hall,  of  Delaware. 

23.  Rt.  Rev.  Win.  M.  Otey,  of Tenn. 

24.  Gerard  Ralston,  Esq.,  of  England. 

25.  Rev. C.  Van  Rensselaer,  D.  D.  of  N.  J. 

(First  elected  in  1841.) 

26.  Thomas  Hodgkin,  M.  D.  of  England. 

27.  Rev.  E.  Burgess,  D.  D.,  of  Mass. 

28.  Thomas  R.  Hazard,  Esq.,  of  R.  1. 

29.  Thomas  Massie,  M.  D.,  of  Va. 

(First  elected  in  1842.) 

30.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  U.  S.  A. 

(First  elected  in  1843.) 

31.  Hon.  L.&.C.  Elmer,  of  New  Jersey. 

32.  James  Raily,  Esq.,  of  Miss. 

33.  Rev.  G.  W.  Eelhune,  D.  D.  of  N.  Y. 

(First  elected  in  1844.) 

34.  Rev.  Beverly  Waugh,  D.  D.,  Bishop 

of  the  Meth.  Epis.  Church. 

(  First  elected  in  18 15.) 

35.  Rev.  W.  B.  Johnson,  D.  D.  of  S.  C. 

36.  Moses  Sheppard,  Esq.,  of  Md. 

37.  Rt.  Rev.  C.  P.  Mcllvaine,  D.D.  of  0. 

38.  Rev.  J.  T.  Edgar,  D.  D.,of  Tenn. 

39.  Rev.  P.  Lindsley,  D.  D.,of  Ind. 

40.  Hon.  J.  R.  Underwood,  of  Ky. 

(First  elected  in  1847.) 

41.  Rev.  J.  J.  Janeway,  D.  D  ,  of  N.  J. 

42.  Hon.  H.  L    Lumpkin,  of  Geo. 

43.  James  Lenox,  Esq.,  of  N.  Y. 

(First  elected  in  1848.) 

44.  Rev.  Joshua  Soule,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of 

the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 

45.  Rev.  T.  C.Upham,  D.  D  ,  of  Maine. 

46.  Hon.  Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio. 

47.  Hon.  Thos.  VV.  Williams,  of  Conn. 

(First  elected  in  1849.) 

48.  Rev.  John  Early,  D.  D.  of  Virginia. 

49.  Rev.  Lovick  Pierce,  D.  D.,ofGa. 

50.  Hon.  R.  J.  Walker,  of  Miss. 

(First  elected  in  1850.) 

51.  Samuel  Gurney,  Esq.,  of  England. 

52.  Charles  McMicken,  Esq.,  ofOhio. 

53.  John  Bell,  M.  D.,  of  Penn. 

(First  fleeted  in  1851.) 

54.  Hon.  Charles  M.  Conrad,  of  La. 

55.  Rev.  Robert  Ryland,  of  Va. 

56.  Hon.  Fred.  P.  Stanton,  of  Tenn. 

(First  elected  in  1852.) 

57.  Rev.  Nathan  Bangs,  D.  D.,  of  N.  Y. 

58.  John  Beveridge,  Esq.  do. 

59.  Hob.  James  Al.  Wayne,  of  Georgia. 


60.  Hon.  Robert  F.  Stockton,  of  N.J. 

61.  Hon.  Henry  W.  Collier,  of  Ala. 

(First  elected  in  1S53.) 

62.  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  of  Mass. 

63.  Hon.  Washington  Hunt,  of  N.  Y 

64.  Hon.  Horatio  S.  Seymour,       do 

65.  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Wright,  of  Ind. 
66:  Hon.  Joseph  C.Hornblower,  of  N.J 

67.  Hon.  George  F.  Fort,  of  New  Jersey 

68.  Gen.  John  S.  Dorsey,  do 

69.  Hon.  Ralph  J.  Ingersoll,  of  Conn. 

70.  Benjamin  Silliman,  LL.  D.         do. 

71.  Hon.  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  of  Penn 

72.  Hon.  Edward  Coles,  do. 

73.  Rev.  Howard  Malcom,  D.  D.,  do. 

74.  Rev.  J.  P.  Durbin,  D    D.,         do. 

75.  Edward  McGehee,  Esq.,  of  Miss. 

76.  Thomas  Henderson,  Esq.,      do 

77.  Daniel  Turnbull,  Esq.,  of  La. 

78.  Hon.  Thos.  H.  Seymour,  of  Conn. 

79.  Hon.  Samuel  F.  Vinton,  of  Ohio. 

(First  elect e'd  in  1854.) 

80.  Rev.  O.  C    Baker,  of  N.  H.,  Bishop 

of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

81.  Hon.  William  Appleton,  of  Mass. 

82.  Hon.  Abbot  Lawience,  of        do. 

83.  Rev.  E.  S.  Janes,  D.  D.,  of  N.  Y., 

Bishop  q<~  the  M.  E.  Church. 

84.  Rev.  Matthew   Simpson,  D.  D.,  of 

Pa.,  Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church 

85.  Rev.    Levi   Scott,    D.    D.,  of    Dsl., 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

86.  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  of  Dist.  of  Col. 

87.  E.    R.    Alberti,    Esq.,    of   Florida. 

88.  Judge  Orinond,    of    Alabama. 

89.  Hon.  Daniel  Chandler ,of        do. 

90.  Rev.  Robert  Paine,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of 

the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 
91    Hon.  J.  J.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky. 

92.  Rev.  R.J.  Breckenridge,  D.  D.  of  do. 

93.  Solomon  Sturges,  Esq.,  of  Ohio. 

94.  Rev.  T.  A.  Morris,  D.  D.,    of  do., 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

95.  Henry  Stoddard,  Esq  ,  of  do. 

96.  Rev.  E.  R.  Ames,   D.   D.,   of  Ind., 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

97.  Hon.  S.  A.  Douglass,  of  111. 

98.  Rev.  Jas.  C.  Finley,  of     do. 

99.  Hon.  Edward  Bates,  of  Mo. 

100.  Hon.  J.  B.  Miller,  of      do. 

101.  Hon.  W   F.  Darby,  of  do. 

102.  Rev.  N.  L.  Rice,  D.  D.,  of  do. 
|  103.  Hon.  PI.  S.  Foote,  of  Cal. 

104.  Hon.  J.  B.  Crockett,  of  do. 

(FirU  elected  in  1855,) 

105.  Gov.  H.  Dutton,  of  Conn. 

After  which,  the  Society  adjourned  to 
meet  the  3rd  Tuesday  in  January,  1856, 
at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

W.  McLAIN, 
Seci'elary 
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Extracts  froih  the  Minutes 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society  met  the  Ifith  January, 
1855,  at  12  o'clock,  M.,  in  the  basement  of 
Trinity  Church,  City  of  Washington. 
The  Hon.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  President  of 
the  Society,  in  the  chair. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Haight  of 
New  York,  on  motion,  Dr.  D.  Meredith 
Reese,  of  New  York,  was  appointed  Sec- 
retary to  the  Board,  and  Dr.  J.  W.  Lu- 
genbeel,  Assistant  Secretary. 

Rev.  J.Tracy,  Henry  Stoddard,  Esq., 
and  Rev.  P.  Slaughter,  were  appointed 
the  Committee  on  credentials. 

Rev.  W.  McLain,  Secretary  of  the  Soci- 
ety, read  the  minutes  of  the  last  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board,  which  were  ap- 
proved. 

The  President  of  the  Society,  chairman 
of  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Board,  to  prepare  By- 
laws for  the  government  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Board  of  Directors,  presented  the 
following  Report,  which,  on  motion,  was 
adopted  : 

Washington,  Jan.  16,  1855. 
To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Jl.  C.  S  : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  by- 
laws for  the  conduct  of  the  business  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  at  its  annual  meet- 
ings, have  the  honor  to  present  the  follow- 
ing Report  : 

Jno.  H.  B.  Latrobe, 
Elisha  Whittlesey, 
W.  McLain. 

bt-laws  of  the  board  of  directors  of 

the  am.  col.  soc. 
Touching  the  duties  of  the  Presiding  Officer. 

I.  The  President  of  the  Society  shall 
preside,  when  present,  at  the  meetings  of 
the  Board  of  Directors. 

It.  In  the  absence  of  the  President  Of 
the  Society,  a  chairman,  to  be  chosen  by 
the  Board  of  Directors,  shall  preside. 

111.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  presiding 
officer  to  call  the  members  to  order  at  the 
hour  to  which  the  Board  shall  have  ad- 
journed at  their  last  meeting.  Should 
neither  the  President,  nor  a  chairman  pre- 


of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

viously  appointed, be  present,  the  members 
shall  be  called  to  order  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Society,  when  their  first  business 
shall  be  to  choose  a  chairman. 

IV.  The  presiding  officer  shall  preserve 
order  and  decorum  ;  may  speak  to  points 
of  order  in  preference  to  other  members  ; 
and  sh -ill  decide  questions  of  order  ;  sub- 
ject to  an  appeal  to  the  Board  by  two 
members,  on  which  appeal  no  member 
shall  speak  more  than  once  unless  by 
leave  of  the  Board. 

V.  The  presiding  officer  shall  have  a 
riffhf  to  name  any  member  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  chair,  but  such  substitution 
shall  not  extend  beyond   an  adjournment. 

VI.  All  committees  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  presiding  officer,  unless  otherwise 
specially  directed  by  the  Board,  in  which 
case  they  shall  be  appointed  by  ballot, 
when  a  majority  of  the  votes  taken  shall 
be  necessary  for  an  election,  and  the  bal- 
lotting  shall  be  continued  until  such  ma- 
jority be  obtained. 

Of  the    Order   of  Business  of  the  Annual 
Meetings. 

VII.  If  the  President  of  the  Society  be 
present  when  the  members  assemble  ac- 
cording to  adjournment  of  the  last  annual 
meeting,  he  shall  call  the  members  to 
order  at  the  hour  appointed,  when  their 
first  business  shall  be  to  choose  a  Secretary 
to  the  Board. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President  of  the 
Society,  their  first  business  shall  be  to 
choose  a  Chairman,  and  after  that  a  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board. 

VIII.  The  Board  being  organized,  a 
committee  on  credentials,  consisting  of 
three  members,  shall  be  appointed,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  and  report 
upon  the  qualifications  of  members. 

IX.  The  proceedings  of  the  last  an- 
nual meeting  shall  then  be  read  ;  after 
which, 

The  Annual  Report  shall  be  read  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Society  charged  with  its 
preparation,  und  shall  be  referred  to  the 
standing  committees  of  the  Board  accord- 
ing to  its  several  topics,  or  to  special  com- 
mittees, should  the  subjects  mentioned 
therein  require  it,  and  the  same  be  asked 
for  and  agreed  to  by  the  Board. 

X.  The  Annual  Report  having  been 
read,  statements  or  communications  from 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  be  next  in 
order. 

XI.  After  which,  the  presiding  officer 
shall  call  for  the  reports  of  committees  hold- 
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ing  over  from  the  last  annual  meeting,  in  the 
order  in  which  they  appear  upon  the  jour- 
nal of  proceedings,  and  after  the  reports 
have  been  presented,  shall  call  for  the  re- 
ports of  the  asrents  of  the  Society. 

XII.  The  presiding  officer  shall  appoint, 
at  the  commencement  of  each  annual  ses- 
sion, the  following  standing  committees  : 

1.  A  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

2.  A  Committee  on  Finance. 

3.  A  Committee  on  Auxiliary  Societies. 

4.  A  Committee  on  Agencies. 

5.  A  Committee  on  Accounts. 

6.  A  Committee  on  Emigration. 

The  duties  of  these  committees  shall  be 
to  take  charge  of  and  report  upon  the  sub- 
ects  indicated  by  the  letters  of  the  com- 
mittees respectively,  as  the  same  may  be 
referred  to  them. 

Of  the  Order  of  Business  of  the  day. 

XIII.  The  business  of  each  day  shall 
be  opened  with  prayer,  to  be  offered  by 
such  person  as  may  be  designated  by  the 
presiding  officer. 

XIV.  Subject  to  the  priorities  of  the 
order  of  business  indicated  under  the  head 
of  "  Of  the  order  of  business  for  the  ses- 
sion," the  order  of  each  day's  business 
while  the  Board  is  in  session  shall  be  as 
follows  : 

1.  The  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the 
last  meeting,  and  the  correction,  if  need 
be,  of  the  same. 

2.  Reports  from  Standing  Committees. 

3.  Reports  from  Special  Committees. 

4.  Resolutions. 

5.  The  orders  of  the  day. 

XV.  All  reports  and  resolutions  shall, 
as  presented  and  read,  be  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  presiding  officer,  to  be  called 
up  and  acted  upon  in  the  order  of  busi- 
ness. 

XVI.  No  report  or  resolution  other- 
wise ready  to  be  acted  on,  shall  be  taken 
up  out  of  its  order  unless  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present. 

XVII.  The  business  on  the  table  of  the 
presiding  officer  shall  be  gone  through 
with,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
Board,  in  the  order  already  indicated. 

XVIII.  All  motions  and  resolutions, 
before  being  offered,  shall  be  reduced  to 
writing. 

XIX.  When  not  otherwise  provided 
herein,  and  so  far  as  they  may  be  applica- 
ble for  the  preservation  of  order  and  facili- 
tating the  business  of  the  Board,  the 
Rules  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  be  in  force  during  the  annual  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

XX.  These  by-laws  shall  not  be  altered 


except  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  of  the  Board  present  when 
such  proposition  to  alter  them  shall  be 
read. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society  read  th* 
Annual  Report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  abstract  of  the  An- 
nual Report  to  be  read  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Society  this  evening,  be  referred  to  a 
committee  for  revision. 

Messrs.  Jones, Maclean,  Foulke, Phelps, 
and  Stoddard  were  appointed  said  Com- 
mittee, to  which,  on  motion,  the  name  of 
the  President  was  added,  as  chairman. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Foulke,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  is  requested 
to  prepare  and  present  to  the  Board  at  its 
next  session  a  schedule,  exhibiting  under 
convenient  heads,  the  particulars  of  ex- 
penditures which  have  been  reported  as 
basis  of  representation  for  the  State  Socie- 
ties respectively. 

The  Committee  on  credentials  reported 
the  following  delegates  from  State  Socie- 
ties : 

Vermont  Colonization  Society.— Gen.  Wil- 
liam Nash,*  Rev.  John  Wheeler,  D.  D., 
Rev.  William  Mitchell. 

Massachusetts  Colonization  Society- -Hon. 
Edward  Everett,  Hon.  S.  H.  Walley,* 
Hon.  J.  Wiley  Edmands,*  William  Ropes, 
Esq.,  Dr.  William  R.  Lawrence,  Hon. 
James  Adams, »  Hon.  Luther  V.  Bell, 
Peter  Hubbell  Esq.,  John  0.  Bradford, 
Esq.,  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Crocker,*  Hon 
Edward  Dickinson,*  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy.* 
(Eleven  vacancies.) 

Connecticut  Colonization  Society. — Hon. 
H.  Dutton,*  Hon.  John  A.  Rockwell, 
Hon.  James  T.  Pratt,*  Hon.  Nathan 
Belcher,  Commander  A.  H.  Foote,*  Wil- 
liam Williams, Esq..  W.D.Shipman,  Esq.*, 
Eli  Whitney,  Esq.*,  Hezekiah  Huntington 
Esq.,  James  B.  Hosmer,  Esq.*,  Rev.  John 
Orcutt.* 


*Those  marked  thus  (*)  ware  present. 
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New  York  State  Colonization  Society — 
Rev.  B.  J.  Haight,  D.  D.*,  Rev.  John  N. 
McLeod,  D.  D.*,  Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 
Hon.  D-  S.  Gregory,*  D.  Meredith 
Reese,  M.  D.*,  G.  P.  Disosway,  Esq.*, 
Anson  G.Phelps,  Esq.*,  H.M.  ScheifFelin, 
Esq.,  J.  C.  Devenmx,  Esq.  (Six  vacan- 
cies.) 

New  Jersey  Colonization  Society. — Hon. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Richard  T.  Haines, 
Esq.* 

Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society. — W. 
Parker  Foulke,  Esq.*,  William  V.  Pettit, 
Esq.*,  Rev.  John  Miller,*  President  W. 
H.  Allen,*  Paul  T.  Jones,  Esq.*,  William 
Coppinger,  Esq.* 

Colonization  Society  of  D.  C. — Rev.  J. 
N.  Danforth,  J.    W.  Lugenbeel,  M.  D.* 

Virginia  Colonization  Society. — Rev.  P. 
Slaughter,*  Rev.  G.  W.  Leyburn,  Rev. 
W.  H.  Starr,*  Rev.  Dr.  Sparrow,*  Rev. 
Dr.  Harrison,  Rev.  G.  D.  Cummins,*  Rev. 
Charles  A.  Davis,*  Rev.  Leroy  M.  Lee, 
D.  D.*,  Rev.  M.  D.  Hoge,  Rev.  James  D. 
Coulling,*  Dr.  Ashby,  S.  S.  Baxter,  Esq., 
Hon.  J.  S.  Caskie,  Hon.  William  Smith, 
Hon.  John  Letcher,  Hon.  Thomas  H. 
Bayly,  Hon.  Charles  J.  Faulkner,  Hon. 
John  S.  Millson,  Edgar  Snowden,  Esq., 
Rev.  W.  W.  Bennett,*  Wyndham  Rob- 
ertson, Esq.,  L.  P.  Bayne,  Esq.,  P.  V. 
Daniel,  Jr.,  Esq.,  Frederick  Bransford, 
Esq.* 

Georgia  Colonization  Society. — Rev.  H. 
M.  Blodgett.* 

Mississippi  Colonization  Society. — Rev. 
R.  L.  Stanton,  D.  D.,*  Rev.  E.  B.  Cleg- 
horn,*  Samuel  Hanson,  Esq.*,  Grafton  D. 
Hanson,  Esq.* 

Louisiana  Colonization  Seciely. — William 
L.  Hodge,  Esq.* 

Illinois  Colonization  Society. — Rev.  Jas. 
Mitchell.* 

Missouri  Colonization  Society. — Hon.  J. 
G.  Miller. 


*  Those  marked  thus  (*)  were  present. 


Life  Directors  present.— Rev.  W.  McLain 
of  D.  C,  Henry  Stoddard,  Esq.,  of  Ohio> 
Rev.  John  Maclean,  D.  D.,of  N.  J.,  James 
Hall,  M.  D..  of  Md.,  Hon.  William  Ap- 
pleton  of  Massachusetts,  Rev.  R.  R.  Gur- 
ley,  of  D.  C. 

Executive  Committee  present. — Hon.  E. 
Whittlesey,  Harvey  Lindsly,  M.  D, 
Joseph  H.  Bradley,  Esq.,  William  Gun- 
ton,  Esq. 

Adjourned  to  5  o'clock,  this  P.  M. 

The  Board  met  at  5  o'clock,  according 
to  adjournment. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  Executive 
Committee  to  the  Board  of  Directors  was 
read. 

The  President  of  the  Society,  chairman 
of  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Board,  to  "  take  such 
steps  as  they  shall  deem  expedieni  for  ob- 
taining a  recognition  of  the  Republic  of 
Liberia  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,"  presented  the  following  Report: 

To  the  Board  of  Directors 

of  ike  Jim.  Col.  Soc. 

Gentlemen  :  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board,  duties  were  assigned  to  the  Presi- 
dent that  are,  properly,  the  subject  of  a 
report. 

On  the  18th  January,  the  following  res- 
olution was  adopted  : 

"Resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
by  the  President,  of  which  the  President 
shall  be  the  chairman,  to  take  such  steps 
as  they  shall  deem  expedient  for  obtaining 
a  recognition  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia  by 
the  United  States." 

The  committee  appointed  were,  Mr. 
Whittlesey  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Williams  of 
Connecticut,  Mr.  W.  C.  Rives,  of  Va.f 
Judge  Underwood  of  Kentucky,  and  Dr. 
Stephen  Duncan  of  Mississippi 

The  names  of  the  committee  were  not 
published  in  the  proceedings,  because  it 
was  deemed  proper,  first,  to  ascertain 
whether  the  parties  would  consentto  serve. 

Full  and  explanatory  letters  were  at  once 
addressed  to  Mr.  Rives,  Judge  Under- 
wood, and  Dr    Duncan. 

The  reply  first  received  was  from  Judge 
Underwood,  who,  writing  on  the  14th 
February,  gave  at  length  his  reasons  for 
holding  it  to  be  impolitic  to  apply  to  Con- 
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gress  for  recognition  ;  and  suggesting 
whether  it  would  not  be  proper  in  this 
regard,  to  observe  the  Parliamentary  rule, 
and  place  no  one  on  the  committee,  who 
did  not  thoroughly  favor,  in  every  mode, 
the  object  for  which  it  was  raised. 

Before  hearing  from  Judge  Underwood, 
the  President  had  obtained,  through  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  who  made 
the  appointment,  an  interview  with  Mr. 
Clayton,  who  was  known  to  be  a  friend  of 
African  Colonization,  and  who  had,  when 
Secretary  of  State,  sent  Mr.  Gurley  to 
Liberia,  to  report  upon  the  condition  of  the 
Republic. 

The  consultation  with  Mr.  Clayton  was 
frank  and  full.  He  gave  it  as  his  very 
decided  opinion  that  the  most  judicious 
course  would  be  to  bring  the  matter  before 
the  Senate  in  the  shape  of  a  treaty,  which 
could  be  made  by  the  President  on  the 
one  part,  and  Mr.  McLain,  already  au- 
thorised to  this  end,  on  the  other.  The 
making  and  ratification  of  such  a  treaty 
would,  Mr. Clayton  suggested,  be  as  ample 
a  recognition  as  Liberia  coud  desire. 
When  the  measure  came  before  the  Sen- 
ate, he  promised  that  it.  should  receive  his 
earnest  advocacy. 

After  seeing  Mr.  Clayton,  and  in  the 
absence  of  any  replies  from  the  Southern 
members  of  the  committee,  it  was  deemed 
prudei  t  to  call  upon  Mr.  Moses  Corwin 
of  Ohie,  who  had  introduced  a  resolution 
into  the  House  of  Representatives,  where 
it  was  then  lying,  waiting  to  be  called  up 
for  consideration, — suggesting  that  he 
should  let  the  subject  rest  for  the  present, 
as  it  was,  in  that  body.  The  kind  services 
of  Mr.  Whittlesey  were  here  again  called 
into  requisition,  and  the  interview  with 
Mr.  Corwin  that  waa  obtained  through  his 
introduction  was  entirely  satisfactory. 

When,  therefore,  the  letter  of  Judge 
Underwood  was  received,  objecting  to  an 
application  to  Congress,  it  was  at  once 
replied  to,  with  a  staiement  ot  what  is 
here  detailed  ;  the  objections  of  Jmige 
Underwo«d  were  removed,  and  he  author- 
ized, the  use  of  his  name  on  the  committee 
under  date  of  March  4th. 

This  was  so  far  satisfactory,  that  it  gave 
the  weight  of  Judgf  Underwood's  opinion, 
in  addition  to  Mr.  Clayton's,  in  favor  of  a 
commercial  treity,  as  the  best  shape  into 
which  to  put  the  matter  of  recognition. 

Dr.  Duncan's  reply  to  the  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him  was  delayed  by  his  ab- 
sence from  home,  until  the  17th  February, 
when  he  writes, 

"  1  must  beg  leave  to  decline  the  use  of 
my  name  for  the  proposed  purpose.     I  am 


very  sure  the  present  is  a  very  unpropi- 
tious  period  for  the  agitation  of  such  a 
project.  I  fee!  assured  it  would  not  only 
be  defeated  now  ;  but  its  future  prospects 
prejudiced  by  the  mere  agitation  of  the 
question  at  the  present  juncture." 

From  Mr.  Rives  no  reply  was  received 
until  the  18th  April  ;  when  he  declined  the 
appointment  as  a  member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Rives,  in  his  letter,  called  attention 
to  the  fact,  quoting  Jefferson's  notes  on 
Virginia,  that  the  committee  of  revisers  in 
that  State,  in  177G,  proposed,  when  a  col- 
ony in  Africa  should  be  established,  "  to 
declare  them  a  free  and  independent  pe»ple, 
and  to  extend  to  them  our  alliance  and 
protection  til)  they  should  have  acquired 
strength." 

Mr.  Rives  offered  no  objection  to  the 
proposed  measure,  in  his  letter,  indeed  he 
concludes  it  by  saying  that  what  the  so- 
ciety contemplated  was  even  less  than  had 
been  suggested  in  Virginia  in  1776,  and 
placed  his  refusal  to  act  on  the  committee 
on  the  ground  that  he  had  entirely  with- 
drawn from  all  connection  with  federal 
politics  and  being  most  anxious  to  keep 
himself  completely  disentangled  from 
them,  which  he  might  not  be  able  to  do, 
if  he  consented  to  serve  on  a  committee, 
that  might,  directly  or  indirectly,  involve 
him  in  them. 

In  selecting  the  committee,  it  had  been 
thought  advisable  to  place  upon  it  a  major- 
ity from  the  slaveholding  states,  which  it 
was  important  should  take  the  initiation  in 
the  matter,  and  the  result  of  the  corres- 
pondence here  detailed   was  discouraging. 

Still  there  would  be  no  harm  done  in 
moving  in  the  matter  of  a  treaty  ;  and  an 
opportunity  was  taken  of  mentioning  the 
subject  to  a  leading  member  of  the  admin- 
istration, who  proposed  an  interview  at  a 
future  day,  of  which  notice  was  to  be  given 
by  him,  but  from  whom  however  nothing 
further  was  heard. 

In  truth,  by  this  time,  the  Nebraska 
excitement  throughout  the  country  ab- 
sorbed all  other  questions  connected  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  with  the  colored  popu- 
lation— and  this  excitement  continuing 
during  the  entire  session  of  Congress  and 
even  after  it  hail  adjourned  in  August,  the 
best  judgment  seemed  to  consider  a  sus- 
pension of  all  proceedings  looking  towards 
recognition,  until  the  Board  again  met,  and 
the  proper  course  to  We  adopted  might,  on 
full  consultation,  be  determined  on. 

The  subject  of  the  recognition  of  the 
Independence  of  Liberia  by  the  United 
States  is  therefore  again  before  the  Board 
for  its  consideration. 
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The  letters  that  have  been  referred  to  in 
this  connection  will  be  found  in  the  letters 
of  the  President,  written  and  received, 
which  are  at  the  disposition  of  the  Board. 

On  the  19th  January  1854,  the  Board 
after  adopting  the  report  of  Mr.  Miller  on 
the  proposed  agency  in  Europe  passed  the 
following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  that  the  President  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society  communi- 
cate to  President  Roberts  the  proceedings 
of  this  Society  relative  to  the  appointment 
of  a  special  agent  to  Europe." 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  and  in 
season  to  he  in  readiness  for  the  first  op- 
portunity from  the  United  States,  direct, 
to  Liberia,  the  following  letter  was  ad- 
dressed to  President  Roberts  under  date  of 
the  17th  February. 

Baltimore,  February  17,  1854. 

His  Excellency,  J.  J.  Roberts, 
President  of  Liberia. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  —  last,  and  to 
thank  you  for  the  kind  manner  in  which 
you  are  pleased  to  speak  of  my  election 
to  the  Presidency  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society. 

At  the  late  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  a  resolution  was  adopted  look- 
ing to  the  appointment  of  an  agent  to  visit 
Europe. 

The  Board  acted  under  the  impression 
that  such  an  agency  in  the  hands  of  a  ju- 
dicious and  intelligent  person  might  have 
beneficial  results  in  exciting  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  people  in  the  cause  of  African 
Colonization,  and  awakening  a  more  active 
interest  there  in  behalf  of  the  Republic, 
its  expansion  and  its  influence  in  the  civil- 
ization and  christianization  of  Africa. 

The  Board  were  solicitous  that  their 
proceeding  in  this  regard  should  be  prop- 
erly appreciated  by  the  Government  of 
Liberia,  and  that  they  should  not  be  con- 
strued into  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
to  interfere  in  any  way  with  their  political 
relations,  which  had  heretofore  been  so 
ably  and  satisfactorily  managed  by  your- 
self as  the  representative  of  your  country 
in  the  old  world  :  but  to  a  willingness  to 
co-operate  as  efficiently,  as  it  might  be  in 
their  piwer  to  do,  in  everything  calculated 
in  any  way  to  promote  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  the  Republic. 

Hence  their  request  that  the  President 
of  the  Society  should  communicate  with 
you  directly  upon  the  subject,  and  I  can- 
not fulfil  the  task  assigned  to  me  better 
than  by  stating  io  you  what  I  have  put 


down  in  regard  to  the  motives  that  have 
governed  their  action  on  this  occasion. 

If  any  one  feeling  was  more  prominent 
than  another  at  the  late  meeting  of  the 
Board ,  it  was  a  feeling  of  high  gratification 
at  the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  Gov- 
ernment and  people  of  Liberia  were  illus- 
trating their  claim  to  a  high  and  honora- 
ble position  in  the  family  of  independent 
nations.  *         * 

The  letter  to  President  Roberts  contained 
much  more  than  we  have  extracted,  but 
nothing  further  in  relation  to  the  mission 
to  Europe. 

The  following  reply  to  it  was  received 
in  due  course  : 

Government  House, 

Monrovia,  April  15,  1854. 

Hon.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe, 

President  of  the  A.  C.  S. 

Sir  :  By  the  Barque  Linda  Stewart,  I 
have  had  the  honor  of  your  favor  of  the 
17th  February,  communicating  to  me  a 
resolution  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  adopt- 
ed at  their  late  meeting,  looking  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  agent  to  visit  Europe. 

"  The  Board,"  you  remark,  "  were  soli- 
citous that  their  proceedings  in  this  regard 
should  be  properly  appreciated  by  the 
Government  of  Liberia,  and  that  they 
should  not  be  construed  into  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  to  interfere  in  any 
way  with  their  political  relations,  which 
had  heretofore  been  so  ably  and  satisfac- 
torily managed  in  the  old  world — but  to  a 
willingness  to  co-operate  as  efficiently  as  it 
might  be  in  their  power  to  do,  in  every 
thing  calculated  in  any  way  to  promote  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Republic." 

Notice  of  the  resolution  to  which  you 
refer,  had  reached  us  via  England  previous 
to  the  arrival  of  the  Linda  Stewart,  and  I 
regret  to  say  caused  no  little  speculation 
among  the  people  here,  not  that  they  en- 
tertain the  slightest  apprehension  that  the 
Board  have  any  desire  to  interfere  with  the 
political  relations  subsisting  between  this 
Government  and  European  powers,  or  that 
the  Board  would,  advisedly,  adopt  any 
measures  calculated  to  injure  the  prospects 
of  Liberia  in  the  slightest  degree  :  still  it  is 
feared  this  contemplated  agency  may  in 
some  respects  operate  against  her  interests 
in  Europe.  At  no  previous  period  has  there 
been  so  strong  a  feeling  in  Europe  in  favor 
of  Liberia  as  at  the  present  time,  and  we 
have  encouraging  hopes  of  receiving  from 
that  quarter  direct  assistance  to  Liberia, 
especially   from  those  Governments  tha 
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have   acknowledged  the   independence  of 
the  Republic. 

In  regard  to  this  matter,  I  could  wish 
that  the  Board  had  proposed  the  co-oper- 
ation of  the  Government  here.  It  strikes 
me,  sir,  that  a  concert  of  action  in  a  meas- 
ure alike  important  to  the  interests  of  Li- 
beria as  the  cause  of  colonization  in  the 
United  States,  would  most  likely  result  in 
great  good  to  both. 

The  remainder  of  tlie  letter  from  Presi- 
dent Roberts  it  is  unnecessary  to  quote  in 
this  connection  relating  as  it  does  to  other 
matters. 

The  President's  letter  was  received  on 
the  7ih  of  June,  just  two  weeks  after  a 
letter  had  been  received  from  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Miller,  the  mover  of  the  resolutions 
regarding  the  European  agency,  enclosing 
a  communication  from  Dr.  Balch,  decli- 
ning the  appointment  under  them,  which 
the  Board  are  aware  had  been  tetdered  to 
him.— The  letter  of  Mr.  Miller  and  Dr. 
Balch 's  communication  were  at  once  for- 
warded to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  view  of  the  whole  matter  taken  by 
President  Roberts  made  any  further  action 
looking  to  the  appointment  of  another 
agent  inexpedient,  even  had  it  been  con- 
templated by  the  Board,  and  nothing  has 
since  been  done  in  regard  to  it.  The 
foregoing  report  covers  all  the  matters 
especially  committed  to  the  President  by 
the  Board. 

The  report  on  the  by-laws,  where  he  is 
associated  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  and  the  Secretary,  will 
be  made  separately  from  this  communica- 
tion. 

In  the  month  of  June  last  a  proposition 
was  introduced  into  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  looking  to  an  abrogation  of 
so  much  of  the  Ashburton  treaty  as  re- 
quired the  United  Stites  to  maintain  a 
squadron  of  a  given  force  upon  'he  coast 
of  Africa,  which  it  was  understood  was 
looked  upon  with  no  disfavor  in  certain 
quarters,  and  which  at  one  time,  it  was 
thought  would  be  adopted  without  any 
serious  opposition. 

The  occasion  seemed  one  in  which  the 
President  of  the  Society  might,  without 
impropriety,  state  publicly  the  views  that 
it  might  be  supposed  colonizationfets 
would  generally  take  in  regard  to  a  matter 
of  such  vital  interest  to  the  cause  in  which 
they  are  engaged. 

A  letter  was  accordingly  addressed  to 
Senator  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  which  with 
Ins  consent,  w;is  printed  in  tin-  newspapers, 
and  was  noticed  through  the  country.  It 
was  but  one,  and  not  by  any  means  the 


most  important  one,  of  many  efforts  that 
were  made  in  many  quarters  to  the  same 
end  ;  and  the  agency  of  the  President  in 
the  matter  is  noticed  on  this  occasion  only 
because  he  assumed  to  make  the  letter  in 
question  official,  by  signing  it  as  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Society. 

The  correspondence  of  the  President, 
which  has  largely  increased  during  the 
past  year,  shows  the  matters  to  which  his 
attention  has  been  called,  but  does  not 
require  to  be  made  the  subject  of  a  report  : 
as  already  stated,  the  volumes  containing  it 
are  at  the  disposition  of  the  Board. 

J.   H.  B.  Latrobe, 
President  of  the  A.   C.  S. 

Baltimore,  January  13,  1855. 

Mr.  Foulke,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the 
Board,  to  t:  take  such  steps  as  they  shall 
deem  expedient  for  obtaining  a  completion 
of  an  exploration  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  the  country  lying  east 
of  Liberia  in  Africa,"  presented  the  fol- 
lowing Report  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  subject  of  an  exploration  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  of  the  country 
eastward  of  Liberia,  respectfully  report: 

That  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
having  been  informed  by  the  Honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  the  appropri- 
ations needed  by  his  department  would 
be  so  large,  for  special  objects,  as  proba- 
bly to  absorb  all  the  funds  which  the 
Houses  of  Congress  would  be  willing  to 
apply  to  purposes  to  be  accomplished 
through  his  Department,  and  Commander 
Lynch  having  been  ordered  to  service  on 
the  coast  of  South  America,  and  the  means 
at  the  command  of  the  committee  being 
too  limited  to  give  reasonable  ground  for 
hope  of  obtaining  any  majority  by  a  can- 
vass of  the  members  of  Congress,  no  active 
measures  were  taken  at  the  last  session. 
In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  subject 
referred  to  your  committee,  it  is  respect- 
fully recommended  that  the  Board  con- 
tinue their  careful  attention  to  it. 

W.  Parker  Foulke, 
Elisha  Whittlesey, 
W.  McLain, 

Committee. 

Mr.  Foulke,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the 
Board,  to  report  to  the  present  meeting 


MINUTES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


19 


Report  of  Committee  on  Representation  of  State  Societies. 


<'a  mode  in  which  the  representation  of 
the  State  Societies  shall  be  thereafter  ap- 
portioned,"  presented   the   following  re- 
port : 
To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  A.  C.  S.: 

The  undersigned  Committee,  appointed 
by  resolution  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board  to  report  "a  mode  in  which  the 
representation  of  the  State  Societies  shall 
be  hereafter  apportioned,"  now  respect- 
fully report : 

The  constitution  of  the  American  So- 
ciety provides  that  each  State  and  Terri- 
torial Society,  and  the  Society  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  "shall  be  entitled  to 
one  delegate  for  every  five  hundred  dol- 
lars paid  into  the  Treasury  of  this  Society 
within  the  year  previous  to  the  annual 
meeting  "  In  the  practical  construction 
of  this  clause  through  a  series  of  years, 
there  have  been  adopted  for  the  local  so- 
cieties different  rules,  the  effect  of  which 
has  been  not  only  to  destroy  the  equality 
which  was  originally  intended,  and  which 
is  obviously  proper  in  the  application  of  a 
constitutional  provision,  but  also  renders 
uncertain  the  limits  of  representation  from 
year  to  year.  Thus,  in  some  States  (for 
example  Virginia,  New  York,  and  Penn- 
sylvania,) no  account  is  taken  of  the 
gross  receipts,  but  the  net  sum  which 
finds  its  way  to  the  treasury  of  the  parent 
Society,  is  made  the  basis  of  representa- 
tion. In  other  States  the  accounts  with 
the  chief  treasury  are  so  kept  that  a  por- 
tion at  least  of  the  working  expenses  are 
in  effect  credited  as  a  basis. 

2d.  The  American  Society  has,  by 
special  appeals  for  particular  objects,  ob- 
tained contributions  from  citizens  of  States 
in  which  auxiliary  societies  were  in  ope- 
ration at  the  time  of  such  contributions, 
and  has  pro  tanlo  assumed  the  work  of 
such  societies. 

3.  A  portion  of  the  general  collections 
of  State  Societies  has  been  in  some  in- 
stances appropriated  to  the  making  of 
Life  Directors  by  the  payment  ad  hoc  into 
the  chief  treasury  of  the  sum  required  by 
the  constitution,  and  it  has  been  supposed 
that  the  same  money,  after  having  been 
thus  effectively  applied,  might  be  reck- 
oned as  the  basis  of  annual  representa- 
tion. 

4.  In  the  estimate  of  such  basis  the  con- 
stitution has  been  said  to  provide  no  ter- 
mini for  computation,  and  it  has  resulted 
that  differences  of  opinion  have  arisen 
respecting  the  number  of  delegates  entitled 


to  admission  at  particular  sessions  of  the 
National  Board. 

These  subjects  will  he  treated  in  the 
order  in  which  they  have  been  mentioned; 

I.  In  ascertaining  the  objects  of  an  an- 
nual representation  of  State  Societies  in 
the  American  Board,  the  committee  have 
taken  into  consideration  the  fact,  that 
those  societies  are  organized  as  auxilia- 
ries, having  an  independent  constituency, 
and  bearing  to  the  parent  Society  the  re- 
lations proper  to  a  federal  head.  This 
j  head  controls  the  common  policy;  but  it 
relies  fur  its  vigor  and  resources  upon  the 
activity  of  the  local  organizations,  to  each 
of  which  a  particular  district  is  exclusive- 
ly assigned  as  a  field  of  labor.  Hence, 
for  a  Knowledge  of  the  facts  peculiar  to 
each  district,  and  for  advice  founded  upon 
an  intimate  association  with  its  inhab- 
itants, the  Board  at  Washington  is  pre- 
sumed to  look  to  the  representatives  from 
that  district.  It  thus  also  acquires  the 
means  of  reconciling  differences  of  policy 
in-  method  when  these  conflict  with  the 
harmony  of  the  entire  system.  To  this 
end  the  annual  free  conference  of  dele- 
gates is  of  itself  important.  The  pprsons 
sent  as  delegates  to  the  National  Board 
are  usually  such  as  have  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  State  Societies  during  the 
preceding  year,  and  thus  the  local  councils 
are  enlightened  by  intercommunications 
of  experience  and  opinion.  Moreover  the 
zeal  of  all  who  participate  in  such  inter- 
course  is  stimulated,  and  the  scope  of 
their  designs  enlarged  at  the  general  meet- 

ii i    friends   of  colonization.      There 

results  a  fresh  impulse  to  the  movements 
of  the  auxiliary  societies  in  their  respec- 
tive districts,  and  thus,  while  the  central 
government  is  informed,  and  its  discretion 
guarded,  the  agencies  in  immediate  con- 
nexion with  the  public  mind  are  enlivened 
and  properly  directed. 

In  order  to  encourage  the  increase  of 
contributions  to  the  chief  treasury, .and  to 
fix  some  standard  by  which  to  apportion 
'he  weight  due  to  the  auxiliaries  in  the 
deliberations  am!  resolutions  of  the  Na- 
tion: I  Board,  the  constitution  makes  the 
number   of  delegates  de  ion    'he 

amount  of  annual  |  a  j  mi  nts.  This 
standard,  which  must  be  in  any  circum- 
imperfect,  is  so  in  a  peculiar  de- 
gree when  applied  to  an  incompleted  sys- 
tem of  a  Soci  .  some  of  vi  hich 
ma  si  be  in  the  first  stage;  -  development, 
and  all  i  f  Whicl  e  in  a  ci 
of  |  -  rrttory  vi  ork, 
recedes  tin  ctioi 
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auxiliary,  and  during  which  a  connexion 
with  the  parent  society  is  of  pectliar  prac- 
tical importance,  must  be  performed  be- 
fore the  receipts  can  become  larg«  enough 
to  pay  expenses,  and  also  to  furnish  a  net 
basis  of  representation.  Hence,  to  afford 
to  the  smaller  States  and  those  in  which 
societies  are  of  recent  origin,  an  oppor- 
tunity to  participate  in  the  transaction  of 
affairs  of  common  interest,  it  would  be 
requisite  to  credit  them  with  the  gross 
produce  of  their  agencies.  The  practical 
advantage  of  this  course  has  been  recog- 
nized by  the  New  York  Colonization 
Journal,  and  by  the  Virginia  Coloniza- 
tionist,  and  your  committee  believe  that 
it  deserves  to  be  received  as  an  influential 
consideration  in  the  defining  of  a  basis  of 
representation.  Upon  the  whole  it  is  con- 
cluded :  1st.  That  whatever  basis  shall 
be  adopted,  it  ought  to  be  as  nearly  uni- 
form as  possible  for  all  auxiliary  societies. 
2d.  That  it  ought  to  be  such  as  to  give  to 
the  societies  having  the  fewest  resources 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  which  the  con- 
stitution admits  for  active  immediate  con- 
nection with  the  parent  board.  3d.  That 
to  accomplish  these  objects  each  society 
should  be  credited  with  its  total  expendi- 
tures, all  of  these  being  regarded  as  con- 
tributions to  the  chief  treasury,  but  as 
partly  disbursed  for  convenience  by  the 
local  agency.  An  entry  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  account  will  show  the  deduc- 
tion made  by  such  disbursement,  and  the 
balance  of  the  account  will  shew  the 
net  surplus,  if  any. 

One  obvious  and  great  benefit  would  di- 
rectly accrue  to  the  parent  Board  from 
the  adoption  of  this  mode.  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that  in  judging  of  the  economy 
of  the  whole  system  of  organizations 
through  which  the  policy  of  African  colo- 
nization is  executed,  the  comparative  ex- 
penseand  fruitfulnessofeach  auxiliary, and 
the  proportion  of  the  total  pecuniary  expen- 
diture to  the  results  secured  must  be  impor- 
tant elements.  Again,  the  intercommuni- 
cation of  knowledge  of  this  kind  must  exert 
a  salutary  influence  upon  the  auxiliaries 
through  their  respective  delegates,  by 
checking  extravagance,  and  by  stimulating 
both  inquiry  and  zeal.  Thus,  in  the  de- 
tails of  fis*al  agency,  we  may  promote 
caution,  enterprise,  and  thrift,  and  in  the 
general  management  obtain  more  compre- 
hensive views  of  the  economy  of  our  great 
work. 

The  principal  objections  which  are 
known  to  have  been  suggested  against 
the  conclusions  of  your  committee  are  the 
following : 


1st.  That  the  accounts  of  the  financial 
officer  of  the  American  Society  will  be  in- 
conveniently enlarged,  and  that  he  will 
be  compelled  to  encounter  the  labor  of 
examining  the  Touchers  for  all  expendi- 
tures. 

It  is  sufficient,  in  reply  to  this  objection, 
to  say  that  as  the  auxiliary  societies  are 
not  responsible  to  the  American  Society 
as  principal  in  relation  to  the  expenditure 
of  monies,  but  owe  their  reckoning  to  the 
contributors  ;  and  as  the  object  of  the  pro- 
posed account  is  the  single  one  of  ascer- 
taining the  number  of  delegates  to  be 
admitted  to  the  American  Btard,  there 
will  be  no  necessity  for  entering  into  the 
details  of  expenditure.  The  notice  of  de- 
ductions for  expenses  will  be  made  solely 
to  discharge  the  Treasurer  from  responsi- 
bility for  more  than  his  own  actual  receipts. 
If  comprised  in  a  single  item,  his  entry 
will  be  sufficiently  explicit  for  this  purpose. 
If  it  should  be  thought  important  hereafter 
to  subdivide  the  gross  deductions  so  as 
to  show  the  principal  objects  of  local  ex- 
penditures, some  general  rule  can  at 
any  time  be  established  by  the  delegates 
when  in  conference  at  the  session  of  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

2d.  Another  objection  suggested  is  that 
by  adapting  the  basis  of  gross  receipts, 
the  delegations  may  become  too  large  for 
convenience. 

In  answer  to  this  it  may  be  said  that 
the  work  undertaken  by  the  American 
Society  is  to  transport  a  large  body  of  peo- 
ple from  the  United  States  to  Africa  ;  to 
urge  the  exploration  of  the  latter  country; 
and  to  promote  among  the  millions  of  its 
inhabitants  arts,  commerce,  and  general 
christian  civilization  ;  and  to  accomplish 
these  objects  by  the  aid  of  voluntary  con- 
tributions from  the  citizens  of  every  State 
of  our  Union,  and  by  other  instrumen- 
talities governed  by  public  opinion,  and 
that  consequently  it  is  important  to  have 
a  constant  direct  connexion  with  every 
influential  district  of  every  State.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  the  American  Coloni- 
zation Society  does  not  hold  with  the  Board 
of  Directors  the  same  practical  relation 
which  exists  for  most  other  associations. 
There  is  not  in  that  society  a  numerous  con- 
stituency, of  which  the  Board  of  Directors 
is  merely  the  Executive  Committee.  Our 
Board  is  the  representation  of  the  State 
Societies,  and  therefore  of  their  constituen- 
cy, and  hence  must  be  a  numerous  body  to 
perform  its  theoretical  functions.  The 
time  may  come,  perhaps  ought  to  be  has- 
tened, when  several  delegates  from  each 
of  more  than  thirty  States  shall  assemble 
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at  Washington  with  reference  to  African 
colonization.  In  that  case,  the  chief  in- 
conveniences of  a  numerous  assembly 
must  be  encountered,  whatever  the  basis, 
whether  embracing  the  gross,  or  restricted 
to  the  net  receipts. 

It  may  be  added  that  the  cost  of  each 
delegation  being  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  its  members,  the  State  Societies  will 
be  restrained  by  this  consideration  from 
unnecessarily  enlarging  their  representa- 
tion. 

The  number  of  delegates  from  the  larger 
States  will  be  in  any  case  less  dispropor- 
tioned  to  that  from  the  smaller,  if  we  in- 
cluded the  expenses  in  all  cases.  In  the 
present  early  stages  of  our  undertaking, 
the  committee  are  influenced  mainly  by 
the  ideas  of  equality  and  effectiveness  in 
the  rule  of  representation,  particularly  as 
this  may  affect  the  younger  and  weaker 
local  organizations. 

11.  With  reference  to  Moneys  collected 
directly  by  the  officers  of  the  parent  so- 
ciety, within  the  limits  of  territory  as- 
signed respectively  to  State  organizations, 
it  appears  to  have  been  the  rule  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  to  credit  each  State 
Society  with  the  funds  received  in  this 
way  from  contributors  within  its  juris- 
diction, and  therefore  the  extent  of  the 
basis  in  any  such  case  could  not  have  been 
immediately  affected  as  respects  actual  rep- 
resentation upon  the  funds  so  obtained 
But  it  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  that  the 
efficiency  of  the  State  Societies  depends 
upon  the  confidence  which  they  can  excite 
in  their  respective  districts,  and  that  this 
confidence,  as  well  as  the  liveliness  and 
closeness  of  the  public  sympathy  with 
them,  are  due  in  part  to  the/regttenci/  and  in 
part  to  the  success  of  their  efforts,  and  diat 
of  these  causes  the  former  is  embarrassed 
by  external  intervention,  and  the  latter 
apparently  diminished  by  the  transit  of 
funds  through  independent  agencies,  and 
that  even  the  satisfaction  and  zeal  of  the 
members  and  officers  of  the  local  societies 
may  be  affected  by  a  diminution  of  the 
visible  proceeds  of  their  labors.  More- 
over, looking  to  the  perfection  of  the  great 
system  which  wt  are  constructing,  it  ap- 
pears desirable  that  as  far  ae  practicable 
the  State  Societies  shall  be  the  collecting 
agents  of  the  parent  society  within  the 
States  respectively.  Thus  a  symmetry  of 
duties  and  responsibilities  may  be  main- 
tained, and  a  nearer  approach  be  secured 
to  simplicity  and  uniformity.  The  im- 
portance of  this  view  will  be  more  clearly 
seen  when  it  is  remembered  that  agents 
of  State  Societies  are  continually  travelling 


in  order  to  awaken  public  attention,  and 
to  ask  contributions  to  the  treasuries  of 
those  societies,  and  that  the  compensation 
of  some  of  those  agents  is  a  per-centage 
upon  their  collections. 

III.  In  relation  to  life  directorships  the 
remarks  of  the  committee  will  be  under- 
stood as  not  proposing  any  retrospective 
action,  but  as  directed  only  t*  the  establish- 
ment of  a  future  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution. 

1.  The  original  design  of  life  director- 
ships appears  to  have  been  by  the  promise 
of  a  permanent  and  honorable  share  in  the 
management  of  the  Society's  affairs,  to 
encourage,  in  addition  to  ordinary  contri- 
butions, special  donations  of  one  thousand 
dollars  each.  The  phraseology  of  the 
constitution,  (Article  3)  is,  "any  citizen 
paying  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
shall  be  a  director  for  life."  The  office  is 
not  created  as  a  reward  of  zealous  service, 
nor  as  a  grade  of  function  among  the 
•gents  who  conduct  our  business  The 
only  «ualification  it  requires  in  addition 
to  citizenship,  is  the  payment,  ad  hoc,  of 
the  sum  of  money  mentioned.  It  seems 
to  be  obvious  that  the  sole  primary  object 
was  to  enlarge  the  amount  of  contribu- 
tions. The  similar  practice  of  other  so- 
cieties confirms  this  view.  Other  motives 
may  influence  the  contributions  of  money 
so  applied,  e.  g.,  when  persons  combine 
to  bestow  a  life  directorship  upon  one  as 
a  testimonial  of  respect,  or  to  secure  fu- 
ture services  in  the  Board  ;  but  the  con- 
stitution expresses  only  the  requisite  above 
stated. 

2.  There  is  no  express  provision  for  a 
duplicate  representation  upon  any  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars.  The  money  per- 
forms its  office  in  the  creation  of  a  Life 
Director,  and  to  use  it  again  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  basis  for  two  annual 
delegates,  would  be  an  excess  beyond  the 
express  warrant  of  the  clause  in  question. 
This  is  true,  however  the  sum  employed 
may  have  been  obtained,  whether  by  a 
special  appropriation  by  a  State  Society, 
from  funds  in  its  treatury,  or  by  gift  of 
individuals  for  the  same  object.  Whether 
or  not  State  Societies  ought  so  to  apply 
their  general  funds,  is  a  question  to 
be  primarily  settled  between  them  and 
their  contributors ;  but  the  American 
Board  can  see  only  the  fact  that  the  sum 
required  by  the  constitution  has  been  paid 
into  its  treasury  to  make  a  Life  Director. 
Being  actually  received  for  this  purpose, 
the  money  cannot  properly  be  supposed 
to  have  been  received  a  second  time  for 
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another  purpose,  viz  :  that  of  representa- 
tion of  a  State  Society. 

3.  It  may  be  objected  that  when  individ- 
uals in  any  State  i/.iv.  di redly  to  the  Ame- 
rican Society  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars to  make  a  Life  Directorship,  the  money 
must  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  total 
receipts  from  that  Mute,  and,  therefore, 
according  to  the  usages  of  the  American 
Board,  ought  to  be  reckoned  with  other 
receipts  in  favor  of  the  society  of  that 
State  in  determining  the  number  of  its 
delegates  The  answer  to  thus  argument 
is  that  the  constitution  does  not  make 
all  moneys  coming  from  any  Stale  a  basis 
of  representation,  but  he  unavoidable  con- 
struction is  that  for  every  five  hundred 
dollars  paid  by  a  Strife  Society,  it  shall  be 
entitled  to  one  delegate1,  and  it  is  only  by 
a  fiction  which  su  po  ts  all  contribution-; 
from  a  State  to  be  from  (or  by  reason  of) 
the  Society  of  that  State,  that  the  whole  of 
such  money  is  permitted  ti  become  basis 
of  representation.  Such  sums  as  are  paid 
for  Lite  Directorships  are,  therefore,  to  be 
considered  as  though  they  had  been  in  the 
treasury  of  a  State  Society,  and  thence 
paio  to  the  chief  treasury,  in  which  cases, 
ps  is  above  shown,  the  function  of  that 
payment  is  exhausted  by  its  first  applica- 
tion. 

4.  To  complete  the  circle  of  reasoning 
it  may  lie  added  that  for  "every  five  hun- 
dred dollars  "  paid  by  a  Society,  the 
constitution  expressly  gives  one  delegate, 
therefore  two  for  two  such  sums.  To 
allow  also  a  Life  Directorship  would  be  to 
give  more  efficiency  to  the  money  than  is 
expressed  in  the  law. 

IV.  With  respect  to  the  termini  of  the 
year  of  representation  the  constitution 
(article  5)  allows  one  delegate  "for  every 
five  hundred  dollars  paid  into  the  treasury 
within  the  year  previous  to  the  annual  meet- 
ing." By  Article  4,  this  annual  meeting 
is  to  take  place  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
January.  The  obvious  meaning,  therefore, 
is  that  the  year  runs  to  the  third  Tuesday  in 
January.  But  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society 
must  prepare  his  report  of  finances  in  sea- 
son for  presentation  at  the  annual  meeting, 
and  his  fiscal  year  ends  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, and  it  has  been  thought  incon- 
venient to  have  too  annual  periods  of 
account.  The  "year,"  mentioned  in  the 
5th  article,  has  been  taken  to  mean  fiscal 
year,  so  as  to  enable  the  treasurer  to  close 
nis  account  of  basts  upon  the  31st  of  De- 
cember. 

VVnatever  the  Board  may  think  proper 
to  do,  the  committee  do  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  act  upon  any  construction   other  than 


that  which  results  from  the  words  of  the 
clause  in  question  taken  according  to  com- 
mon intendment.  It  is  believed  that 
whenever  an  interpretation  of  our  funda- 
mental law  other  than  the  most  obvious 
one,  is  to  be  adopted,  it  should  be  formal- 
ly presented  to  the  Board  by  resolution, 
and  fully  discussed,  so  that  both  the  pecu- 
liar interpretation,  and  the  reasons  for  it, 
may  be  brought  under  general  notice. 
The  value  of  representation  to  the  State 
Societies  is  yearly  growing,  and  looking 
to  the  future  increase  of  the  work"  to  be 
done  by  the  National  Board,  we  have 
ground  for  expecting  the  claim  for  admis- 
sion of  delegates  to  be  strictly  urged,  par- 
ticularly at  periods  of  peculiar  interest 
such  as  are  likely  to  occur.  The  State  so- 
cieties have  a  right  of  representation  to  the 
extent  permitted  by  the  constitution,  and 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Board  to 
abridge  that  right  for  the  sake  of  conveni- 
ence. If,  therefore,  the  words  of  the  law 
are  clear,  the  routine  of  office  must  be  con- 
formed to  them. 

In  practice  it  has  happened  that  the  con- 
venience of  an  auxiliary  society  has  made 
it  expedient  to  delay  the  completion  of  its 
annual  collections  until  after  the  close  of 
the  general  fiscal  year,  and  as  the  theory 
assumed  excluded  a  representation  upon 
moneys  so  obtained,  delegates  constituted 
thereupon  have  applied  to  the  Board  for 
!  admission.  If  the  delayed  payments  were, 
|  in  consequence  of  such  admission,  in- 
cluded in  the  printed  report  of  the  American 
Society  for  the  previous  fiscal  year,  the 
Treasurer  is  not  properly  responsible  for 
the  irregularity.  It  seems  due  to  the 
symmetry  of  his  acccounts  that  he  be  aided 
by  a  fixed  rule. 

There  is  no  fiscal  year  mentioned  in  the 
constitution,  and  we  are  therefore  left  to 
the  ordinary  meaning  of  the  words  of  the 
5th  article,  explained  by  the  4th.  That 
it  was  not  designed  to  reduce  all  payments 
to  one  period  of  reckoning  for  privileges 
thereby  obtained,  is  evident  frona  the  fact 
that  by  the  3d  article  every  citizen  who  pays 
one  dollar  to  the  funds  of  the  Society  is 
made  a  member  of  it  "  for  one  year  from 
the  lime  of  such  payment." 

There  can  be  little  inconvenience  in  fol- 
lowing the  words  of  the  constitution. 
The  methodical  procedure  of  the  Board  in 
ascertaining  the  delegates  entitled  to  ad- 
mission, requires  that  there  be  prepared 
and  presented  on  the  authority  of  the 
Treasurer,  at  the  opening  of  the  annual 
session,  a  schedule  exhibiting  the  amounts 
received  from  the  State  Societies  respec- 
tively, during  the  previous  year  ;  and  it 
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cannot  appreciably  add  to  the  trouble  of 
preparing  such  a  schedule,  to  insert  in  it 
the  receipts  between  the  31st  of  December 
and  the  3d  Tuesday  of  January.  To  the 
printed  report  of  the  officer,  this  schedule 
might  be  appended  under  an  appropriate 
head,  as  a  separate  exhibit  for  tlie  general 
information  of  members  of  the  American 
and  auxiliary  societies  ;  but  it  would  in  no 
particular  interfere  with  the  routine  of  the 
Treasurer's  books.  His  fiscal  year  would 
remain  the  same  as  heretofore ;  and 
upon  his  presentation  of  the  schedule  to  the 
Board,  the  subject  would  cease  to  require 
his  attention. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  invite 
the  decision  of  the  Board  upon  the  follow- 
ing resolutions. 

1.  Resolved,  that  in  the  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  the  societies  auxiliary  to  it  shall 
be  respectively  charged  with  the  gross 
amount  of  their  collections  of  monies  for 
the  objects  of  said  American  Society,  and 
shall  be  credited  by  all  payments  made  by 
them,  as  far  as  such  collections  and  pay- 
ments shall  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
treasurer  by  official  report  to  him  on  the 
part  of  such  auxiliaries  respectively. 

2.  Resolved,  that  at  the  opening  of  each 
Stated  yearly  session  of  this  Board  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  present  to 
it  a  schedule  exhibiting  the  total  amount 
of  collections  and  payments  made  for  the 
objects  of  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety by  each  auxiliary  society  during  the 
twelve  months,  ending  at  the  then  next 
preceding  annual  meeting  of  the  said 
American  Colonization  Society  ;  and  the 
evidence  of  said  collections  and  payments 
for  this  purpose  shall  be  the  legular  entries 
in  said  Treasurer's  official  books  of  account, 
and  as  to  any  particulars  not  comprehend- 
ed in  said  entries  such  certificates  signed 
by  the  Treasurers  of  the  auxiliary  societies 
respectively  as  shall  be  received  by  him 
before  said  annual  meeting  ;  and  all  pay- 
ments made  for  life  directorships  shall  be 
separately  stated  in  said  schedule. 

Resolved,  that  with  the  exception  of  any 
payments  for  life  directorships  the  schedule 
required  by  the  foregoing  resolu.ion  shall, 
to  the  extent  of  the  payments  therein  cred- 
ited to  the  auxiliary  societies,  be  prima 
facia  evidence  of  the  number  of  delegates 
to  which  said  societies  shall  respectively 
be  entitled  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
constitution. 

Resolved,  that  no  money  appropriated  to 
the  making  of  a  life  director  shall  be  reck- 
oned  as  basis   of  representation    of  any 


auxiliary  society  under  the  fifth  article  of 
the  constitution. 

Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  res- 
olutions be  furnished  by  the  Executive 
Committee,  to  each  auxiliary  society,  with 
a  request  to  furnish  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society  the  certifi- 
cates therein  mentioned. 

In  relation  to  collections  by  the  parent 
society,  in  States  or  districts  in  which  an 
auxiliary  society  exists,  the  committee 
recommend  a  strict  adherence  to  the  reso- 
lution adopted  at  the  session  of  this  Board 
in  the  year  1851. 

W.  Parker  Fodlke, 
John  Morris  Pease, 

J.    G.    GOBLE. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  of  the  said  Committee, 
presented  'the  following  minority  report : 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  at  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing, to  report  at  this  meeting  "  a  mode  in 
which  the  representation  of  the  State  So- 
cieties shall  be  thereafter  apportioned," 
dissenting  from  some  of  the  views  of  the 
majority,  begs  leave  to  present  the  follow- 
ing 

Minority  Report. 

The  constitution,  article  5,  provides  that 
each  State  Society,  or  society  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  or  for  any  Territory  of 
the  United  States,  "  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
delegate  for  every  five  hundred  dollars 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  society  within 
the  year  previous  to  the  annual  meeting." 

This  rule,  the  directors  have  no  power 
to  change.  It  must  stand  and  be  exe- 
cuted, till  changed  by  an  amendment 
of  the  Constitution,  as  provided  in  arti- 
cle 9. 

The  words  of  the  constitution  appear, 
at  first  sight,  too  plain  to  need  interpreting  ; 
but  experience  has  disclosed  some  points, 
to  which  different  interpretations  have 
been  plausibly  applied  ;  and  those  con- 
flicting interpretations,  as  all  who  were 
present  will  recollect,  led  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  committee. 

The  constitution  provides  that  each  of 
the  societies  represented  "  shall  be  entitled 
to  one  delegate  for  every  five  hundred  dol- 
lars paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  society 
within  the  year  previous  to  the  annual 
meeting." 

By  whom  must  this  five  hundred  dollars 
be  paid  ?  Evidently,  by  the  society  which 
claims  a  representation  in  virtue  of  the 
payment. 
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Some,  at  first,  understood  it  to  mean, 
that  the  money  must  actually  have  passed 
through  the  treasury  of  the  State  Society 
into  the  treasury  at  Washington.  But 
this  was  early  seen  to  work  injustice  ;  as 
money  given  by  members  of  a  Sta.e  Soci- 
ety, and  through  the  solicitation  of  its 
agents,  was  sometimes,  t«  save  time,  or 
from  other  motives  of  convenience,  sent 
directly  to  the  treasury  at  Washington, 
and  did  not  actually  pass  through  the  treas 
ury  of  the  State  Society,  by  whose  labors 
and  at  whose  expense  it  had  been  raised. 
Testators,  too,  who  had  been  induced  by 
the  labors  of  a  State  society  to  bequeath 
money  for  Colonization,  have  bequeathed 
it  directly  to  the  American  Society,  be- 
cause, being  an  incorporated  institution,  it 
could  collect  the  bequests  with  more  ease 
and  certainty.  And  even  when  an  agent 
of  the  American  Society  has  entered  the 
limits  of  a  State  and  procured  money  from 
individuals  by  personal  solicitation,  no 
small  part  of  the  money  thus  obtained  has 
been  from  persons  whom  the  State  Society 
had  made  willing  to  give,  and  who  would 
have  given  it  to  the  State  Society,  if  that 
agent  had  not  appeared.  For  many  years, 
it  has  been  agreed  that  all  such  monies 
shall  be  considered  as  "  paid"  by  the  so- 
ciety of  the  State  or  Terrritory  from  winch 
they  are  received.  And  this  is  believed 
to  be  an  equitable  and  right  interpretation. 
Within  a  few  years,  it  has  been  observed 
that  the  same  reasonings  apply,  in  some 
degree,  to  monies  received  in  payment  for 
the  African  Repository,  and  they  have 
been  added  to  the  others,  as  a  basis  ol  rep- 
resentation ;  from  this,  the  committee  see 
no  reason  to  dissent. 

Another  qnestion  has  been  raised. 
What  is  meant  by  money  being  "  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  this  Society?"  Does  it 
apply  to  anything  but  cash,  actually 
received  by  the  Treasurer  at  Washing- 
ton? 

It  certainly  applies  to  all  money  paid  to 
th«  agents  of  this  Society,  duly  authorized 
to  receive  it ;  and  all  money  paid  to  the 
creditors  of  this  Society,  by  order  of  its 
Treasurer  or  other  proper  officer  ;  and  all 
money  expended  in  purchases,  made  at 
his  request,  on  his  account;  all  money,  in 
short,  expended  by  order  or  request  of  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Society,  in  meeting  ex- 
penses for  which  the  treasury  of  this  So- 
ciety is  liable.  If  a  State  Society  is  em- 
ployed by  this  society  as  its  agent,  with 
discretionary  power,  to  accomplish  a  cer- 
taii  object  and  pay  the  expense,  then  the 
mon«y  paid  for  that  object,  if  it  does  not 
exceed  the  limits  of  a  reasonable  discre- 


tion, is  equitably  considered  as  "  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  this  Society." 

Some  have  thought  that  all  monies  raised 
and  expended  by  any  State  Society,  should 
be  reckoned  as  a  basis  of  representation  ; 
but  this  clearly  cannot  be,  without  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution.  The  mo- 
ney with  which  a  State  Society  fits  up  its 
own  rooms,  and  pays  its  own  officers  and 
agents,  is  not,  in  any  sense,  "  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  this  Society."  Money 
which  a  State  Society  may  expend,  either 
in  this  country  or  in  Liberia,  in  doing 
things  which  this  Society  does  not  think 
fit  to  do,  or  even  in  doing  undoubtedly 
right  things,  in  a  manner  which  this  So- 
ciety does  not  approve,  and  to  which  it 
does  not  assent,  are  in  no  sense  paid  into 
its  treasury.  A  State  Society  can,  if  it 
will,  land  emigrants  in  Liberia  at  such  a 
time,  or  in  such  a  place,  or  under  such 
other  circumstances,  as  greatly  to  embar- 
rass the  operations  of  this  Society,  and 
thus  require  heavy  payments  from  its 
treasury,  to  avert  disaster.  Funds  so  ex- 
pended are  not,  in  any  reasonable  sense, 
paid  into  our  treasury  ;  fur  their  expendi- 
ture, instead  of  aiding  our  treasury,  em- 
barrasses it.  A  State  Society  may  expend 
money  in  giving  such  extra  aid  to  emi- 
grants, as  this  Society  deems  injudicious, 
and  would  not  give  ;  or  for  such  internal 
improvements  in  Liberia,  as  this  Society 
thinks  it  unwise  to  engage  in  ;  or  for  the 
purchase  of  land,  which  this  Society  does 
not  wish  to  purchase  ;  or  in  commercial 
transactions,  with  which  this  Society  does 
not  think  it  safe  to  be  connected  ;  or  in 
commencing  a  new  settlement,  where  this 
Society  thinks  it  inexpedient  to  commence 
one  at  present.  No  money  so  expended, 
even  if  the  State  Society  should  prove  to 
be  the  wiser  of  the  two,  and  the  expendi- 
ture judicious,  can  with  propriety  be 
reckoned  as  "  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this 
Society." 

No  State  Society  can  be  entitled  to  a  rep- 
resentation in  this  body,  on  account  of 
money  which  it  expends  on  objects  that 
are  its  own  and  not  ours.  The  Maryland 
Colonization  Society  has  been  expending 
some  $10,000  a  year  on  its  Colony  at  Cape 
Palmas,  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the  gen- 
eral cause  of  Colonization.  But  as  that 
Society  conducts  its  business  on  its  own 
responsibility,  according  to  its  own  discre- 
tion, independently  of  this  Board  and  of  its 
Executive  Committee,  it  cannot,  after  ex- 
pending all  its  own  money  in  its  own  way, 
send  twenty  delegates  to  this  Board,  to  tell 
us  how  we  shall  expend  ours.  This 
would  be  neither  constitutional,  nor  equita- 
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ble,  and  that  Society  has  never  demanded 
it.  Nor,  if  it  should  subject  half  of  its 
$10,000  a  year  to  our  disposal,  could  it 
claim  a  representation  for  the  other  half, 
still  kept  in  its  own  hands,  or  expended  at 
its  own  discretion. 

It  may  be  said,  as  it  has  been,  that  in 
some  cases,  the  money  paid  by  a  State 
Society  to  its  Secretary,  as  salary,  has  been 
counted  as  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the 
National  Society,  and  thus  as  a  basis  of 
representation.  In  such  cases,  however, 
the  facts  are,  or  ought  to  be,  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  State  Society  is  an  agent  of 
the  National  society,  appointed  and  com- 
missioned by  the  Executive  Committee, 
laboring  under  their  direction,  and  paying 
over  the  proceeds  of  his  labors  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  National  Society,  or  his 
order,  in  such  a  case,  it  is  perfectly 
proper  and  constitutional,  that  the  National 
Society  should  pay  his  salary.  If  the  So- 
ciety of  the  State  where  such  an  agent 
labors,  chooses  him  for  its  Secretary,  and 
pays  the  orders  drawn  on  its  treasury  for 
his  salary,  the  money  so  paid  is,  virtually, 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  National  So- 
ciety. 

Some  advantages  would  be  gained, 
though  perhaps  at  too  high  a  cost,  if  all 
the  State  Societies  would  place  themselves 
in  this  relation  to  the  central  power  at 
Washington.  It  would  enable  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  to  carry  on  the  whole  work 
of  Colonization  on  one  uniform  system.  It 
would  save  some  of  the  expenses  now  in- 
curred by  the  State  Societies.  It  would 
prevent  the  expenditure  of  funds  by  State 
societies,  in  ways  not  exactly  harmonizing 
with  the  policy  of  the  National  Society.  It 
would  enable  the  Executive  Committee  to 
foresee,  with  greater  certainty,  what 
amount  of  means  would  be  at  their  dispo- 
sal, and  when.  It  would  leave  them  a 
freer  field  for  appeal,  whenever  a  special 
appeal  for  funds  may  be  needed.  In 
Bhort,  it  would  secure  all  the  advantages 
which  arise  from  placing  all  the  parts  of 
a  great  movement  under  the  control  of 
one  central  power.  And  of  course  it 
would  be  liable  to  all  the  objections, 
which  always  attend  the  concentration  of 
power. 

Such  an  arrangement,  however,  even  if 
it  were  clearly  desirable,  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  this  Board  of  Directors  to  secure. 
The  State  Societies  are  self-subsisting  bod- 
ies, not  dependent  en  us  for  their  existence, 
or  their  powers.  Some  of  them  are  accus- 
tomed to  the  transaction  of  business  on 
their  own  account,  and  according  to  their 
own  discretion.     Some  of  them  remember 


the  time  when  the  management,  or  the 
misfortunes  of  the  National  Society  had 
been  such,  that  it  failed  to  command  suc- 
cess, or  to  retain  confidence  ;  and  when,  to 
save  the  work  of  Colonization  from  abso- 
lutely stopping,  they  were  obliged  to  take 
its  burden  on  their  own  shoulders  ;  to  lay 
their  own  plans,  and  execute  them  with 
their  own  funds.  It  cannot  be  expected, 
therefore,  thatthey  will  consent  to  become 
the  mere  obedient  agencies  of  a  power 
which  they,  by  their  independent  action, 
once  saved  from  utter  ruin.  Perhaps  they 
ought  not.  Perhaps  they  ought  to  retain 
a  position,  in  which  they  can  successfully 
meet  another  similar  crisis,  if  one  should 
occur.  Meanwhile,  they  may  act  as 
agencies  of  the  National  Society,  so  far  as 
its  policy  meets  their  approbation,  and 
i'hay  justly  claim  to  be  represented  for  all 
the  funds  they  expend  as  its  agents  ;  but 
for  funds  which  they  expend  on  their  own 
account,  according  to  their  own  discretion, 
and  not  as  agents  of  the  National  Society, 
they  cannot  claim  representation.  If  a 
State  Society  will  consent  that  the  National 
Society  shall  select  its  Secretary,  agents 
and  all  paid  officers  and  servants,  appoint 
them,  commission  them,  fix  their  compen- 
sation, direct  their  labors,  and  control  the 
expenditure  of  the  proceeds,  it  may  claim 
to  be  represented  for  all  these  expendi- 
tures. But  funds  which  have  never  been 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  National 
Society,  and  over  which  it  has  never  had 
any  control,  cannot  be  said  to  have  been 
paid  into  its  treasury,  and  therefore  cannot 
be  a  basis  of  representation. 

Another  question  of  interpretation  is 
raised  by  a  resolution,  which  was  presen- 
ted and  referred  to  this  committee.  It  is 
as  follows  : 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Board,  the  clause  in  the  third  article  of  the 
c  ustitution,  saying  that  'any  citizen 
paying  the  sum  of  one-  thousand  dollars, 
shall  be  a  Director  for  life,'  does  not  corn- 
template  the  instituting  »f  Life  Director- 
ships by  State  Societies,  on  the  basis  of 
the  miscellaneous  contributions  of  the  peo- 
ple." 

Doubtless,  the  words  of  the  resolution 
are  lite-ally  true.  The  clause  referred  to, 
requires  that  the  thousand  dollars  be  paid 
by  the  citizen  who  is  made  a  Life  Director 
by  the  payment  ;  and  it  does  not  contem- 
plate the  raising  of  this  amount  by  small 
contributions,  and  it*  passing  throueh  the 
treasury  of  a  State  Society  to  the  hands  of 
the  donor.  Still,  if  any  citizen  pays  a 
thousand  dollars  to  the  .'undsof  this  socie- 
ty, the  words  of  the  constitution  bind  us  to 
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receive  him  as  a  Director  for  life.  We 
have  no  authority  to  go  behind  the  fact  of 
that  payment,  and  ask  whether  the  money 
came  into  his  hands  in  a  proper  way. 
Even  if  the  fact  should  come  to  our  know- 
ledge, that  it  was  a  present  to  him  from  a 
State  Society,  we  have  no  authority  to  re- 
ject him  on  that  account.  Nor  have  we 
any  authority  to  inquire  whether,  in 
making  such  a  present,  the  State  Society 
has  made  a  right  use  of  its  funds.  That 
is  a  question  for  the  State  Society  and  its 
contributors,  and  for  them  only. 

It  is  plain,  however,  that  the  citizen  who 
makes  himself  a  Director  for  life,  must  him- 
self, personally  or  by  his  agent,  pay  "  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars"  to  "the 
funds  of  this  Society."  It  must  come,  or 
be  regarded  as  coming,  into  our  treasury 
from  him,  and  not  from  the  State  Society. 
Hence,  that  society,  not  having  paid  it 
into  our  treasury,  cannot  claim  it  as  a 
basis  of  representation. 

The  following  rules  are,  therefore,  re- 
ported, as  being,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
undersigned,  agreeable  to  the  constitution, 
and  sufficient  for  our  guidance. 

1.  Any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  pay- 
ing personally  or  by  his  agent,  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars  to  the  funds  of 
this  Society,  must  be  received  as  a  Di- 
rector for  life,  without  inquiring  how  he 
obtained  the  money. 

2.  All  other  funds  received  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Society  from  inhabitants 
of  any  State  or  Territory  where  there  is 
an  auxiliary  society,  or  from  inhabitants 
of  the  Disrrict  of  Columbia,  if  there  shall 
be  an  auxiliary  in  said  District,  whether  by 
donation,  annual  subscription,  bequest,  or 
in  payment  for  the  African  Repository, 
shall  be  considered  as  received  from  the 
auxiliary  society  of  such  State,  Territory, 
or  district,  and  shall  be  reckoned  as  a 
basis  of  representation. 

3.  All  moneys  paid  from  the  treasury 
of  any  State,  Territorial,  or  District  so- 
ciety aforesaid,  by  the  request,  or  with  the 
previous  assent  of  this  Society,  expressed 
through  its  proper  officers,  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this 
Society,  and  shall  be  reckoned  as  a  basis 
of  representation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  Tracy. 

Dr.  Reese,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Scheiffelin, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  at 
the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Board,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  steam 
communication  between  the  United  States 


and  Liberia,   presented  the  following  re- 
port : 

The  Committee  appointed  in  reference  to 
the  subject  of  steam  communication  with 
Liberia,  and  also  to  make  application  to 
Government  for  aid  to  the  same,  would  re- 
spectfully report — 

That,  according  to  the  discretion  given  to 
them,  they  reported  in  July  last  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  as  to  the  kind,  size, 
and  cost  of  steamer  requisite,  the  cost  «f 
running  her,  probable  income,  &c,  and 
that  the  annual  deficiency  of  one  such 
steamer,  making  four  voyages  a  year, 
would  be  about  ^.'SOjOOO,  a  copy  of  the 
said  report  being  annexed  hereto. 

There  would  also  be  needed,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  cost  of  the  steamer,  $25,000  or 
$30,000  for  a  depot  of  coal  in  Africa,  and 
her  running  expenses,  insurance,  &c,  be- 
fore returns  would  come  in. 

The  committee  would  further  report 
that,  at  a  suggestion  in  a  resolution  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  17th  June 
last,  they  called  a  meeting  of  the  friends 
of  the  enterprise,  which  was  held  in  New 
York  on  the  20th  July,  the  Hon.  J.  H.  B. 
Latrobe  presiding,  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy, 
Secretary,  when,  as  the  resolution  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  prohibited  any  action 
that  would  involve  the  Society  in  any  pe- 
cuniary responsibility,  and  as  a  corporate 
company  had  been  formed  by  some  friends 
for  the  same  object,  it  was 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  the  meeting, 
that  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Rev.  R. 
R.  Gurley  to  direct  his  efforts  to  obtaining 
subscriptions  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
United  States  and  Liberia  Steamship  Com- 
pany, provided  the  articles  of  association 
of  the  company  be  so  amended  as  to  ap- 
propriate any  excess  of  profits  (over  7  per 
cent,  and  a  proper  sinking  fund  created) 
to  the  use  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  and  with  a  further  understanding 
that  sails  may  be  substituted  for  steam  in 
the  discretion  of  the  Directors  of  the 
company.  It  was  further  resolved,  that  in 
thus  expressing  their  opinion,  the  meeting 
had  no  purpose  to  interfere  with  the  ope- 
ration of  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society  in  regard  to  steam  communication 
with  Africa,  and  look  to  the  action  of  the 
Executive  Committee  as  giving  efficiency 
to  their  recommendation. 

The  committee  recommended  these  reso- 
lutions to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  respectfully 
asked  their  aid  in  giving  them  effect. 

With  regard  to  the  application  to  Con- 
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gress  the  committee  were  advised  and  be- 
lieved that,  owing  to  the  introduction  of 
the  Nebraska  bill,  and  the  consequent  ex- 
citement, the  time  would  be  unpropitious 
for  such  application,  and,  therefore,  have 
not  urged  it. 

H.    M.   SCHEIFFELIN, 

Thos.  W.  Williams, 
Committee. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Steamships  to  Li- 
beria, made  to  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  July 
28,  1854. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  on  the 
subject  of  steam  communication  between 
the  United  States  and  Liberia,  would  re- 
spectfully report : 

That  after  a  careful  investigation  of  the 
subject  and  information  derived  from  va- 
rious merchants  experienced  in  running 
steamers,  they  have  been  led  to  the  fol- 
lowing conclusions : 

1st.  That  an  auxiliary  screw  propeller 
is  preferable  to  a  side-wheel  steamer  for 
long  voyages,  being;  better  adapted  to  the 
use  of  sails,  and  affording  more  room  for 
fuel,  freight  and  passengers — for  example, 
the  screw-propeller  Glasgow,  of  2,0(10 
tons,  carries  as  much  freight  as  a  side- 
wheel  steamer  of  the  Collins  line  of  3,000 
tons.  The  Glasgow  is  running  without 
government  aid,  with  reputed  success,  in 
competition  with  the  side-wheel  steamers 
having  that  aid.  A  very  able  work  en- 
titled "Treatise  on  the  marine  engine, 
and  on  steam  vessels  and  the  screw,  by 
Robert  Murray,  C.  E.  London,  1852" — 
page  135,  comparing  the  cost  and  ex- 
penses of  running  full-powered  vessels, 
propelled  by  paddle-wheels,  and  auxiliary 
screw-steamers,  after  stating  with  minute- 
ness the  various  items  of  expense  of  each — 
shows  results  still  greater  in  favor  of  the 
auxiliary  screw. 

2d.  As  to  size,  she  should  not  be  less 
than  1,200  tons.  She  should  carry  350 
passengers,  with  their  baggage,  provisions, 
and  water,  also  other  freight  not  less  than 
400  tons,  or  3,200  barrels,  with  500  tons 
coal,  besides  accommodations  for  the  offi- 
cers and  crew.  As  a  general  rule,  larger 
vessels  can  be  run  with  more  economy, 
where  the  trade  is  sufficient,  than  small 
ones.  She  should  be  of  moderate  horse- 
power, and  run  at  an  average  speed  of  8 
miles  per  hour,  making  the  passage  in  22 
or  23  days,  quicker  time  requiring  a  con- 
sumption of  coal  very  much  greater  in 
proportion   than   the  gain   in   speed,  the 


room  for  which  is  a  very  important  con- 
sideration in  a  voyage  so  long,  that  a 
greater  part  of  the  vessel  must  necessarily 
be  taken  up  with  the  engine,  boiler,  and 
fuel,  and  where  in  the  absence  of  competi- 
tion a  day  or  two  more  or  less  in  the  pas- 
sage is  not  of  so  much  consequence. 

3d.  She  would  cost  about  $120,000, 
and  would  consume  about  20  tons  of  coal 
per  day.  She  would  make  four  or  five  voy- 
ages per  year  as  might  be  required,  and  in 
case  four  voyages  per  annum,  herexpenses, 
including  insurance,  repairs,  and  deprecia- 
tion, &c,  cannot  safely  be  estimated  at 
less  than  $27,000  per  voyage  out  and  back, 
and  the  interval  between  voyages  (and 
still  more,  if  in  those  intervals  she  should 
have  to  proceed  to  different  ports  for  her 
passengers)  equal  to  $9,000  per  month. 
The  owner  of  the  Star  of  the  South,  pro- 
peller of  980  tons,  running  between  New 
Orleans  and  New  York,  has  kindly  fur- 
nished the  aggregate  of  running  expenses 
as  $6,000  per  month,  her  consumption 
of  hard  coal  being  23  tons  per  day.  This 
would  show  the  above  not  overestimated, 
considering  the  larger  size  of  the  steamer 
proposed,  the  consequent  more  expensive 
manning,  more  continued  running,  and 
one  half  of  the  fuel  or  nearly  so  to  be 
purchased  on  or  near  the  coast  of  Africa. 

Assuming  four  voyages  per  year  to 
cost  $  108,000,  we  next  refer  t«  the  probable 
income  of  the  vessel.  The  total  amount 
paid  by  the  American  Colonization  Socie- 
ty during  the  year  1853,  for  freight  and 

passage,  was $15,669 

53   passengers  were   also    sent 

from  New  York,  which,  if  at 

$30  each,  would  be 1,590 

17,259 
The  prices  paid  by  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society  were  $30  for  adults  and 
$15  for  children  under  12  years  of  age  for 
passage  and  provisions,  the  proportion  of 
each  last  year  made  the  average  cost  §24  12, 
two  barrels  freight  room  extra  allowed  to 
each  free,  besides  their  baggage  and  some 
furniture  also  carried  free.  Other  freight 
charged  at  $1  50  per  barrel  to  the  Society. 
Supposing  the  steamer  should  average 
200  passengers  each  voyage,  their  pas- 
sage   money,    at     $24    12    each,    would 

be?......... $4,S24 

Less  their  provisions  23  days, 

at  30  cents  each  per  day. . . .  1,380 


Freight  allowed  free,  2  barrels 
each  passenger,  would  be 
400  barrels,  leaving,  besides 


3,444 
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room  for  baggage  and  furni- 
ture, freight  room  for  2,800 
barrels,  at  $2  each 

Furniture,  luggage,  and  some 
extra  freight,  sufficient  to 
balance  occasional  short  sup- 
ply might  be  stowed  in  un- 
occupied passenger  accom- 
modations return  freight,  say 
5,500  bbls.,  at  $2..  fll.OOO 

Less  for  average  short 
supply,  which  will 
partly  be  obviated 
whenaregulartrade 
shall  be  developed 
by  increased  facili- 
ties of  intercourse, 
now  say  50  per  ct. .       5,500 


5,600 


5,500 


Making  as  the  probable  income 

from  each  round  voyage. . . .         14,544 

leaving  the  probable  deficiency  per  voyage 
$12,500,  or  for  four  voyages  per  annum 
$50,000,  which  deficiency,  besides  interest 
on  cost  of  ship,  should,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  be  amply  provided  for  by 
government  aid  in  such  manner  as  to  se- 
cure the  maintenance  of  the  running  of  the 
steamers,  before  any  steps  are  taken  ex- 
cept the  procuring  of  subscriptions. 

"With  regard  to  the  application  to  gov- 
ernment for  aid,  with  which  the  committee 
is  also  entrusted,  the  committtee  are  of 
opinion  that  any  enterprise,  in  the  profits 
of  which  individuals  are  concerned,  will 
be  looked  upon  with  jealousy,  and  that 
such  application  should  be  made  on 
condition  that  the  profits,  if  any,  at 
least  after  paying  interest  on  subscrip- 
tions and  the  principal,  after  a  term  of 
years,  should  go  to  the  support  and  ex- 
tension of  steam  intercommunication  ;  and 
in  order  that  in  case  of  a  failure  to  procure 
government  aid,  the  next  best  means  of 
intercommunication  may  be  secured,  the 
committee  recommend  that  the  subscrip- 
tions be  obtained,  with  the  condition  as 
far  as  possible  that  if  a  steamer  cannot  be 
had,  the  amount,  or  such  part  thereof  as 
the  subscribers  may  be  willing  to  have  ap- 
plied to  the  running  of  sailing  vessels,  un- 
der the  management  of  the  American  Col- 
onization Society,  may  be  so  applied. 

It  will  probably  be  found  that  during  a 
portion  of  the  veyage  of  a  steamer,  the  ( 
wind  and  sails  may  be  relied  on  with  con- 
siderable certainty  for  an  eight-knot  speed , 
•when  the  use  of  steam  may  be  dispensed 
with.    This  will  both  lessen  the  cost  of 


fuel  and  the  quantity  to  be  carried  to  that 
extent. 

H.    M.    SCHEIFFELIN, 

Thos.  W.  Williams, 
James  Hall, 

Committee. 

Dr.  Hall,  of  the  said  committee,  pre- 
sented the  following  minority  report : 

The  undersigned,  one  of  the  committee, 
whose  reports  have  just  been  laid  before 
the  Board  of  Directors,  begs  leave  most  re- 
spectfully to  present  his  views  in  regard 
to  the  subject  matter  of  the  same,  not  ma- 
terially conflicting  with  their  general  tenor, 
or  with  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee  ;  but  there  are  certain  points 
connected  with  the  subject  submitted  to 
the  committee,  which  he  deems  important 
to  be  laid  more  fully  before  the  Board  of 
Directors,  requiring  their  consideration 
and  action.  The  undersigned  believes  his 
views  might  have  been  embodied  in  the 
reports  just  read,  or  the  views  of  the  entire 
committee  been  made  to  harmonize,  so  as 
to  render  this  trespass  upon  the  time  of 
the  Board  unnecessary,  had  he  been  able 
to  me^t  and  confer  personally  with  the 
other  members  of  the  committee. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  to  this  one 
committee,  appointed  at  the  lest  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  were 
referred  two  resolutions,  presented  by  dif- 
ferent individuals  at  different  times,  during 
the  session  of  the  Board  in  January  last. 
One  presented  on  the  1st  day  of  the  ses- 
sion is  as  follows  : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three 
be  appointed  by  the  President  to  take  such 
steps  as  they  shall  deem  expedient  for  ob- 
taining from  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  aid  towards  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  a  mail  line  of  steamers 
from  the  United  States  to  Liberia." 

The  other,  under  which  the  committee 
has  mainly  acted,  was  adopted  the  next 
day,  as  follows : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  steam 
communication  between  the  United  States 
and  Liberia,  in  view  of  promoting  and 
cheapening  emigration,  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  report 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  such  in- 
formation as  they  may  be  able  to  obtain 
upon  the  subject,  or  to  report,  if  they  see 
fit,  at  art  earlier  date  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  which  last  is  hereby  authorized 
to  lend  such  aid,  on  the  part  of  the  Socie- 
ty, to  the  furtherance  of  the  plan,  as  they 
may  be  able  to  do  without  involving  the 
Society  in  pecuniary  responsibility." 
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The  undersigned  conceives  that  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  in  thus  referring  the  en- 
tire matter  of  steam  connexion  with  Libe- 
ria to  a  committee  of  its  own  members, 
intended  that  they  should  act  as  members 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  and 
for  the  American  Colonization  Society  ; 
that  the  aid  to  be  sought  from  Congress 
was  to  be  in  aid  of,  and  for  this  Society, 
and  the  information  to  be  obtained  in  re- 
gard to  the  whole  subject  was  also  to  be 
for  the  immediate  use  of  this  Society.  In 
short,  that  the  Society  intended  to  keep 
the  matter  in  its  own  hands. 

The  undersigned  endorsed  the  able  re- 
port of  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
which  was  laid  before  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Society  on  the  28th  July, 
although  he  would  gladly  have  annulled 
the  paragraph  giving  countenance,  under 
any  contingency,  to  any  party  other  than 
the  American  Colonization  Society  itself, 
receiving  aid  from  government,  but  he 
considered  that  the  presentation  of  the 
report,  as  before  stated,  closed  the  busi- 
ness of  this  committee  until  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  This, 
however,  proved  not  to  be  the  case,  as 
appears  from  a  subsequent  report,  signed 
by  a  majority  of  the  committee,  just  laid 
before  the  Board.  This  report  the  under- 
signed would  also  most  readily  endorse 
and  approve  of  did  he  not  by  so  doing  in- 
directly endorse  a  resolution  therein  em- 
bodied, passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  friends 
of  colonization  held  in  New  York  in  July 
last,  directing  or  advising  the  general  agent 
of  the  Society,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  to 
devote  himself  to  the  business  of  obtaining 
subscriptions  to  the  stock  of  the  United 
States  and  Liberia  Steamship  Company, 
under  certain  provisions  and  contingencies. 
This,  although  followed  by  another  reso- 
lution, disclaiming  any  interference  with 
the  resolutions  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society  in 
regard  to  steam  communication  with  Li- 
beria, the  undersigned  believes  to  be 
most  prejudicial  to  the  cause  of  coloniza- 
tion, and  tending  to  defer  to  a  longer  pe- 
riod the  establishment  of  regular  and  fre- 
quent connection  with  Liberia. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that  with  the  ut- 
most aid  we  could,  under  any  circum- 
stances, expect  from  government,  from  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  all 
its  friends,  more  than  one  line  of  steamers, 
or  even  sailing  vessels,  could  be  supported 
or  kept  running.  The  least  injury,  then, 
that  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  action 
of  the  meeting  in  New  York,  is  confusion 


in  regard  to  the  whole  matter,  division  of 
counsels  and  want  of  confidence. 

The  undersigned  conceives  that  the 
transporting  of  emigrants  hence  to  Liberia 
is  the  legitimate  and  the  main  business  of 
this  Society,  that  this  Society  is  as  able 
in  all  respects  to  to  this  as  well  as  any 
other  party,  individual  or  associated  ;  that 
this  Society  possesses  to  as  great  an  extent 
as  any  other  party,  the  confidence  of  the 
people  and  of  the  Government  of  this  coun- 
try ;  that  this  Society  can  procure  as  able 
agents  and  assistants  in  its  business  con- 
cerns of  shipping  emigrants,  provisions 
and  merchandise,  necessary  for  their  sup- 
port, and  of  chartering  or  owning  and 
navigating  steam  or  sailing  vessels,  as  any 
other  party. 

Furthermore,  the  undersigned  main- 
tains, that  the  control  and  direction  of  a 
line  of  steamers  or  sailing  vessels  between 
this  country  and  Liberia,  whether  aided 
by  the  Government  or  not,  is  to  a  certain 
extent  a  power  and  an  influence.  That 
such  power  and  influence  of  right  belongs 
to  the  Am.  Col.  Society,  of  which  it 
would  be  injudicious  and  unwise  to  divest 
itselt,  or  make  over  to  any  other  party, 
under  any  provision  or  contingency  likely 
to  be  proposed. 

Ib  conclusion,  the  undersigned  would 
most  respectfully  urge  this  Board  to  adopt 
expective  measures,  to  procure  for  this 
Society  a  sailing  vessel,  to  be  run  between 
this  country  and  Liberia,  until  appropri- 
ations shall  be  obtained  from  Government 
that  will  enable  the  Society  to  run  a 
steamer  if  then  considered  advisable.  All 
of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 
James  Hall, 
One  of  t lie  Committee. 

Mr.  Foulke,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the 
Board,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion respecting  Secretary* hips  of  the  Soci- 
ety, presented  the  following  report: 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society  : 

The  Committee  appointed  under  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

"Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  five  be 
appointed  to  report  the  number  of  secre- 
taryships which  in  their  opinion  it  will  be 
expedient  to  establish  under  the  recent 
amendment  of  the  constitution  ;  also  to 
define  the  duties  of  each,  and  to  suggest 
such  compensation  as  they  may  think 
proper  to  affix  to  each  ;  and  that  they 
report  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  this 
Board,"  now  respectfully  report : 
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That  in  the  execution  of  their  duty  they 
have  observed  that  the  amendment  of  the 
constitution  referred  to  in  the  resolution 
above  quoted,  was  adopted  in  order  to  en- 
able the  Board  to  appoint  more  secretaries 
than  the  one  authorized  under  the  consti- 
tution as  it  previously  stood  ;  and  that 
they  regard  this  special  measure,  taken  in 
connection  with  their  own  appointment  to 
recommend  the  proper  number  of  secre- 
taries, and  to  define  the  limits  of  their 
functions,  as  expressive  of  the  opinion  of 
the  Board  that  an  addition  to  the  number 
of  its  officers  is  expedient. 

In  the  performance  of  the  duty  thus 
assigned  to  iliem,  the  committee  have  en- 
deavored to  keep  in  view  the  fact,  that  the 
expenses  incident  to  the  operations  of  the 
Society  must  be  paid  out  of  funds  contrib- 
uted voluntarily  for  the  purposes  of  Afri- 
can Colonization  ;  and  that  consequently 
any  multiplication  of  the  agencies  em- 
ployed should  be  restricted  to  the  rigid 
demands  of  an  ascertained  necessity. 
But  they  have  also  noticed  that  not  only 
is  the  Society  a  trustee  of  funds,  but,  from 
its  position,  circumstances  give  to  it  exclu- 
sive possession  of  the  field  of  its  labor ; 
and  that  it  is  therefore  under  obligation 
both  to  adopt  all  the  means  required  for 
the  attaintnentof  its  professed  object;  and 
to  do  this  consistently  with  a  just  economy 
of  its  resources.  We  are  thus  urged  by 
peculiar  motives  on  the  one  hand  to  omit 
no  reasonable  and  practicable  measures, 
and  i  n  ttie  other,  to  give  to  these  their 
proper  efficacy  without  excessive  diminu- 
tion of  the  funds  confided  to  us. 

Tin  motives  which  have  induced  the 
Soi  if  ty  to  authorize  an  augmentation  of  its 
executive  corps,  are  the  same  which  ought 
to  guide  the  committee  in  adjusting  the 
limns  of  the  proposed  enlargement;  and 
they  therefore  brielly  review  the  objects  of 
the  Society,  and  the  principal  reasons 
which  have  been  suggested  for  a  change 
in  the  organization  by  which  those  objects 
are  to  be  attained. 

The  constitution  states  in  general  terms 
that  the  Society  is  organized  "to  promote 
and  execute  a  plan  for  colonizing  with 
their  own  consent,  the  free  people  of  color 
residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa  or 
such  other  place  as  Congress  shall  deem 
expedient."  This  statement  comprehends 
several    important  dements,  viz  : 

1.  The  consent  of  'he  free  people  of 
color,  including  those  held  to  service  who 
shall  be  released  therefrom,  as  well  as  those 
already  free  and  their  descendants. 

2.  I  ecuniary  means  to  secure  their 
transportation    to   a  place    of  shipment, 


and  their  conveyance   with  provisions  to 
the  place  of  colonization. 

3d.  Their   suitable   settlement  in   such 
place. 

It  might  have  been  anticipated,  a  priori, 
that  for  the  accomplishment  of  such  a  de- 
sign various  and  extensive  means  would 
be  necessary.  The  number  of  persons  to 
be  transported  ;  their  '<  consent ;"  the  cost 
of  their  removal  ;  the  procuring  and  se- 
curing of  a  suitable  settlement ;  the  state 
of  public  opinion ;  the  embarrassments 
occasioned  by  special  relationships  of  our 
design  to  different  sections  of  our  country  ; 
the  absence  of  active  aid  on  the  part  of  the 
public  authorities,  and  the  constant  de- 
pendence upon  private  voluntary  contribu- 
tion, have  been  subjects  demanding  the 
employment  of  numerous  modes  of  influ- 
ence, and  unceasing  industry.  Consider- 
ing the  actual  results  of  the  efforts  hereto- 
fore made,  we  may  be  convinced  of  the 
practicability  of  the  original  design  of  the 
Society  ;  and  we  may  admire  the  success 
which  already  commands  the  respect  of 
the  civilized  world.  Upon  a  coast  lately 
given  up  to  the  control  of  slave  traders 
and  pirates,  we  see  a  Republic  with  insti- 
tutions like  our  own-,  possessing  a  terri- 
tory several  hundred  miles  in  length  ;  en- 
joying a  trade  amounting  in  the  total  of 
exports  and  imports  to  nearly  a  million  of 
dollars  per  annum,  and  with  a  jurisdiction 
comprehending  for  many  important  pur- 
poses, a  native  population  of  between 
100,000,  and  200,000.  Contemplating 
such  results,  we  may  be  disposed  to  be- 
lieve that  the  means  which  have  produced 
them  in  little  more  than  thirty  years,  are 
shown  experimentally  to  be  sufficient  for 
the  work  which  has  been  undertaken. 
But  a  little  reflection  must  satisfy  us  that 
our  judgment  is  to  be  guided  not  by  the 
proportion  of  means  to  the  actual  achieve- 
ments of  the  Society,  but  to  the  great  object 
for  which  it  was  constituted,  and  which 
remains  to  be  accomplished.  That  objeet 
is  not  merely  to  establish  a  Republic  in 
Africa,  but  it  is  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
the  free  colored  population  of  the  United 
States  to  emigrate  ;  and  also  to  transport 
and  securely  colonize  them.  For  these 
ends,  what  has  been  heretofore  done  is 
only  preparatory  ;  and  while  it  may  cor- 
roborate the  reasoning  which  governed  the 
selection  of  our  genera!  plan  of  operations, 
it  cannot  be  regarded  as  affording  a  con- 
clusive measure  of  the  scale  according  to 
which  that  plan  is  to  be  executed.  A  sin- 
gle illustration  will  suffice  to  render  this 
distinction  clear.  By  the  federal  census  it 
appears  that  between  the  years  1820  and 
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.1850,  the  increase  of  the  free  colored  people  of 
the  United  States  amounted  to  about 
200,000.  The  emigrants  of  this  class  col- 
onized by  our  Society  during  the  same 
period  amounted  to  about  2300.  The 
number  of  persons  emancipated  with  a 
view  to  their  emigration  to  Liberia  is  re- 
ported for  the  same  period  at.  about  3G00. 
Supposing  then  that  no  impediments  exist 
for  the  free  colored  population  now  reach- 
ing nearly  half  a  million  in  number,  other 
than  such  as  were  in  the  way  of  those  who 
have  emigrated,  we  are  still  assured  that 
the  means  heretofore  employed  are  inad- 
equate even  to  the  removal  of  the  annual 
increase.     If  we  add  to  our  estimate  the 

Eersons  who  are  likely  to  be  emancipated 
y  those  holding  them  to  service,  and 
for  whose  emigration  the  Society  ought  to 
provide,  the  total  of  subjects  for  coloniza- 
tion will  be  swelled  vastly  beyond  the  suf- 
ficiency,  of  our  present  resources. 

It  is  further  observable  that  if  we  as- 
sume the  means  of  shipment  to  be  ulti- 
mately certain,  whether  through  our  own 
financial  arrangements  alone,  or  with  the 
aid  of  such  voluntary  support  as  is  given 
to  the  emigration  of  whites  from  Europe 
to  the  United  States,  yet  the  measures  by 
which  this  result  is  to  be  reached,  and  the 
rate  of  our  progress  towards  it,  must  de- 
pend, at  least  primarily,  upon  the  efforts 
of  the  Society.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
initial  necessities  of  our  enterprize  have 
limited  us  to  a  narrow  strip  of  the  African 
coast.  The  paucity  of  our  resources  at 
home  ;  the  existence  of  the  slave  trade  ; 
the  occupancy  of  native  tribes  ;  the  slow 
rate  of  emigration  ;  and  the  difficulties  in- 
cident to  the  first  stages  of  development  of 
our  infant  settlements,  have  restricted  our 
proceedings  to  the  seaboard.  Yet  it  is  un- 
questionable that  with  respect  to  the 
healthiness  and  energy  of  the  colonists, 
and  the  growth  of  their  agriculture  as  a 
basis  of  commercial  population,  it  is  re- 
quired of  us  to  open  the  way  to  the  occu- 
pation of  the  upper  country  ;  and  to  this 
end  we  must  encourage  the  exploration  of 
the  region  east  of  Liberia  ;  the  procuring 
of  land  by  purchase,  or  by  treaty  for  ju- 
risdiction ;  the  opening  of  roads,  and  the 
establishment  of  safe  and  comfortable  co- 
lonial posts  by  which  to  connect  the  inte- 
rior with  the  coast.  Moreover,  whether 
as  a  just  accommodation  of  our  African 
settlers,  or  as  a  means  of  inducement  to 
future  emigration,  there  must  be  secured  a 
rapid  and  easy  communication  between 
the  United  States  and  Liberia  for  the  con- 
veyance of  mails  as  well  as  for  the  trans- 
portation of  passengers  ;  so  that  it  is  not 


enough  for  us  to  await  the  remote  conse- 
quences of  the  causes  already  put  in  oper- 
ation. It  is  improbable  that  any  general 
spontaneous  movement  of  our  colored 
people  will  be  made,  until  we  shall  have 
cleared  their  prospects  by  the  measures 
just  mentioned. 

The  Board  will  not  over  ook  the  fact 
that  although  the  Republic  o  f  Liberia  has 
been  rendered  in  a  political  sense  inde- 
pendent, and  that  her  public  authorities 
are  therefore  to  receive  all  the  considera- 
tion which  belongs  to  that  position,  yet  in 
relation  to  the  external  conditions  of  the 
new  State,  and  to  the  influx  of  population 
stimulated  and  directed  by  the  Society, 
peculiar  motives  exist  to  render  our  inter- 
vention not  only  proper  but  even  obliga- 
tory. Liberia  may  equitably  demand  of 
us  to  do  whatever  shall  be  necessary  to 
protect  her  young  community  against  ex- 
cessive pressure  upon  her  means  of  sub- 
sistence, and  to  furnish  those  avenues  to 
progress  which  were  implied  when  we 
invited  her  people  to  encounter  the  labor 
of  her  first  and  most  difficult  social  and 
political  undertakings. 

It  will  be  evident  to  the  Board  that  some 
of  the  objects  of  the  Society  are  such  as 
to  invite  the  action  of  our  Federal  Gov- 
ernment upon  its  own  grounds  of  policy, 
and  without  reference  to  the  peculiarities 
of  our  special  enterprize.  Of  these  it  will 
be  enough  to  mention  the  exploration  of 
Africa,  the  maintenance  of  a  coast  squad- 
ron, and  the  authorization  of  a  mail-ser- 
vice with  proper  compensation.  With 
respect  to  the  formal  recognition  of  the  re- 
public of  Liberia,  the  Society  cannot  be 
acquitted  of  its  duty  until  it  shall  have 
seasonably  made  every  proper  representa- 
tion to  our  Government ;  and  although  we 
cannot  be  properly  held  responsible  tor  the 
fortunes  of  such  an  application,  connected 
as  it  must  be  with  questions  over  which 
our  association  has  no  control,  yet  the 
office  of  advocate  results  from  our  relation- 
ship to  the  African  State  ;  and  its  claims 
upon  our  efforts  are  strengthened  by  our 
peculiar  means  of  information  as  well  as 
by  the  advantages  possessed  by  our  or- 
ganization in"  connection  with  the  public 
confidence. 

The  system  by  which  it  has  been  ex- 
pected to  carry  into  complete  effect  the 
great  design  of  the  Society,  consists  of 
State  and  Territorial  Societies  acting  as 
auxiliaries  to  a  central  National  Society. 
This  wisely  conceived  plan,  which  not 
only  harmonizes  with  the  political  rela- 
tionships of  the  States,  and  the  habits  of 
thinking,  and  the  public  usages  of  their 
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people,  but  affords  the  best  facilities  for 
creating  and  concentrating  local  influence, 
lias  been  only  partially  executed.  About 
one  half  of  the  states  are  without  auxilia- 
ries. Fortunately  those  which  have  been 
established  have  been  so  located  as  to  af- 
ford a  representation  of  the  various  rela- 
tionships of  our  enterprize  to  the  different 
opinions  and  interests  existing  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  ;  and  the  deficiency  is  now 
rather  in  the  quantity  than  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  aid  given  to  our  counsels  and 
our  treasury  ;  but  viewed  in  connection 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  work  underta- 
ken, this  deficiency  must  excite  the  most 
serious  concern  in  the  mind  of  ever)7  zeal- 
ous friend  of  African  colonization.  Some 
of  the  auxiliaries  are  of  recent  establish- 
ment ;  and  some  of  them  have  had  the 
benefit  of  the  force  of  appeal  which  results 
from  the  concentrated  action  of  a  com- 
pleted system  operating  in  favor  of  a  ma- 
tured method  of  colonization.  In  some 
parts  of  our  country  the  Society  endeavors 
to  supply  its  want  in  a  degree  by  special 
agencies.  The  contributions  which  from 
every  source  reach  the  central  treasury, 
are  applied  to  the  intended  uses  by  a  sin- 
gle executive  officer,  who  is  at  once  sec- 
retary, treasurer, and  financial  and  commer- 
cial a°;ent.  He  is  assisted  by  a  co-adjutor 
who  keeps  the  records  and  conducts  the 
routine  of  our  publications  ;  and  by  a 
book-keeper.  He  has  also  the  co-opera- 
tion of  an  advisory  committee,  which 
holds  such  executive  authority  compre- 
hended in  that  of  the  Board  of  Directors  us 
is  required  to  be  exercised  during  the 
intervals  between  the  annual  sessions  of 
the  Board. 

It  is  evident  that  as  the  ultimate  object 
of  the  Society  is  to  colonize  men  in  Africa, 
in  the  circumstances  best  suited  to  their 
self-maintenance,  and  to  their  social  and 
political  elevation,  and  as  this  object  is  to 
be  realized  proximately  through  the  finan- 
cial and  commercial  department  of  official 
agency,  it  is  in  effect  for  that  department 
that  all  of  our  instrumentalities  are  em- 
ployed. To  it  all  of  our  efforts  must  tend. 
It  is  the  reservoir  which  must  receive  the 
available  fruits  of  those  efforts,  and  from 
which  our  drafts  must  be  made  for  appli- 
cation to  practical  measures.  Numerous 
auxiliaries  may  obtain  for  us  money  and 
emigrants,  and  aid  in  producing  such  pub- 
lic opinion  as  will  procure  the  authoriza- 
tion, by  the  federal  government,  of  explo- 
ration, and  intercommunication  by  fre- 
quent mails  ;  but  the  ultimate  object  of  all 
these  proceedings,  viz :  the  colonizing  of 
free  people  of  color,  must  be  realized  through 
the  department  in  question,  or  with  its  co- 


operation. The  growth  of  its  business, 
and  its  general  importance  must  therefore 
be  in  proportion  to  the  enlargement  of 
the  productive  machinery  by  which  it  is 
fed. 

It  being  understood  that  the  purpose  of 
the  Board,  in  the  resolution  adopted,  was 
not  merely  to  provide  assistance  for  the 
transaction  of  the  office  work  heretofore 
executed,  but  for  the  augmentation  of  that 
work,  we  have  a  convenient  mode  of  ex- 
hibiting the  need  of  a  re-organization,  and 
the  quarter  in  which  it  is  to  be  primarily 
suggested.  The  energy  and  special  skill 
of  the  present  treasurer  and  secretary  in 
the  administration  of  financial  and  com- 
mercial affairs,  have  become  well  known 
to  the  Board.  It  is  only  just  to  presume 
that  what  could  be  accomplished  by  his 
industry,  has  been  done  by  him  to  the  ex- 
tent of  any  reasonable  requirement.  We 
have  therefore  a  proper  standard  by  which 
to  judge  of  the  capabilities  of  the  actual 
organization.  Let  it  then  be  supposed 
that  to  his  accustomed  duties  we  add  the 
following,  and  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted 
that  the  aggregate  would  be  too  great  for  a 
single  direction  : 

1.  The  completion  of  our  system  of 
auxiliaries. 

2.  The  harmonizing  of  their  relation- 
ships, and  the  promotion  of  consistency 
and  uniformity  among  them. 

3.  The  strengthening  of  our  relations 
with  the  legislative  and  executive  depart- 
ments of  the  Federal  Government. 

4.  Correspondence  with  more  than 
thirty  States  to  excite,  or  to  suggest  modi- 
fications of  activity,  keeping  open  the  com- 
munications of  the  central  Society  with 
the  sources  of  influence  on  which  it  is  de- 
pendent. 

5.  The  promotion  of  special  measures  in 
favor  of  a  recognition  of  the  Liberian  Re- 
public, the  opening  and  settlement  of  new 
territory,  and  the  establishment  of  suffi- 
cient facilities  for  emigration  and  mail 
carriage. 

6.  The  general  correspondence  incident 
to  every  association  having  external  rela- 
tions, as  well  as  that  which  is  demanded 
by  emergencies,  such  as  misapprehen- 
sion of  our  spirit  and  policy,  whether  in 
general  or  on  particular  occasions  affecting 
the  local  connexions  of  the  Society,  or  the 
opinions  and  temper  of  individuals  whose 
agency  may  be  important  to  its  success. 

The  experience  of  the  Board  will  supply 
the  exemplification  by  which  all  of  these 
topics  have  been  illustrated  as  worthy  of 
serious  regard,  and  their  complete  treat- 
ment will  probably  require  hereafter  more 
labor  than  could  be  given  by  any  individ- 
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ual,  even  if  unembarrassed  by  other  occu- 
pations. They  certainly  need  at  present 
a  more  concentrated  and  continuous  atten- 
tion than  can  be  bestowed  upon  them  by 
an  officer  responsible  for  the  grave  func- 
tions peculiar  to  our  financial  and  com- 
mercial agency.  The  committee  are  in- 
fluenced also  by  the  consideration  that  the 
end  of  all  our  exertions  is  not  only  to  be 
secured,  but  is  to  be  hastened  ;  and  hence, 
if  it  were  practicable  to  reach  it  by  the 
means  now  used,  it  would  still  be  our  duty 
to  enlarge  these  in  order  to  diminish  the 
time  which  must  elapse  before  the  con- 
summation of  our  design. 

It  is  doubtless  important  to  avoid  exces- 
sive interference  with  an  accustomed  ar- 
rangement of  official  proceedings, and  hence 
as  close  an  adherence  as  practicable  should 
be  maintained  to  the  actual  order  of  our 
business.  Vet  when  providing  for  the 
future  by  a  reorganization  of  executive 
duties  which  is  meant  to  embrace  the  prin- 
cipal subjects  which  can  at  any  time  claim 
our  attention,  it  is  imumbent  upon  us  to 
so  regulate  our  distribution  of  the  field  as 
that  we  may  multiply  our  agencies  pro  re 
nata,  without  distur  nng  the  main  frame 
of  the  system.  The  definition  of  depart- 
ments ought  to  be  permanent,  and  the  de- 
velopment of  their  details  will  in  that  case 
be  easily  and  naturally  made  to  keep  pace 
with  the  increase  of  the  work  to  be  done 
by  them  respectively.  It  is  of  course  im- 
possible to  limit  them  with  a  logical  strict- 
ness which  shall  exclude  all  cavil.  The 
subdivisions  of  executive  labor  assigned  to 
the  chief  officers  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment are  expressed  in  phraseology  which 
.1  critic;;!  nici  ty  might  show  to  admit  of  a 
onflict  of  jurisdiction  ;  yet  a  practical  con- 
struction, guided  by  the  known  general 
scope  of  each  department,  easily  regulates 
the  course  of  official  action.  Your  com- 
mittee believe  that  the  classification  of  du- 
ties which  they  are  a')out  to  recommend 
will  occasion  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any 
secretary  who  shall  be  desirous  to  perform 
his  own  share  in  a  becoming  temper. 
Any  other  spirit  than  this  would  render  an 
officer  unfit  to  serve  the  Board  under  any 
organization. 

We  have  already  the  receipt  and  cus- 
tody of  funds  from  every  quarter,  and  their 
application  to  the  objects  of  the  Society, 
viz  :  the  maintenance  of  the  means  of  trans- 
portation, and  the  actual  conveyance  of 
emigrants  to  our  own  seaboard,  their  pro- 
visionnm  and  shipment,  and  their  proper 
establishment  in  Liberia.  These  subjects 
ought  to  be   under   the   direction  of  one 


head.  They  are  intimately  connected  on  ■> 
with  another,  and  they  require  the  same 
kind  of  official  experience  and  skill.  The 
special  correspondence  with  reference  to 
them  should  obviously  be  under  the  same 
control. 

For  the  ordinary  personal  communica- 
tions between  the  Society  and  the  parties 
with  whom  its  affairs  are  transacted  in 
the  different  States,  the  Board  has  already 
appointed  a  general,  travelling  agent.  If 
the  efforts  of  the  Society  are  to  be  ex- 
tended in  the  manner  contemplated  by 
your  committee,  the  policy  of  that  appoint- 
ment will  be  confirmed. 

For  the  keeping  of  our  records,  and  the 
preparation  of  our  publications,  we  have 
already  a  Secretary. 

It  remains  then  only  to  provide  for  the 
class  of  services  which  have  been  par- 
ticularized as  heretofore  imperfectly  sup- 
plied by  reason  of  the  engrossment  by 
other  engagements  of  the  only  officer  to 
whom  the  Board  could  look  for  their  per- 
formance. These  services,  your  commit- 
tee believe,  may  be  conveniently  grouped 
under  one  head,  and  with  tins  distribution, 
any  enlargement  of  the  demand  from  with- 
out can  be  met  by  the  simp'e  expedient  of 
adding  from  time  to  time  an  assistant  in 
the  department  in  which  he  may  be  needed. 
The  peculiar  character  of  the  duties  pro- 
posed for  the  new  secretaryship  will 
make  it  proper  to  give  to  the  incumbent 
an  influence  in  connexion  with  our  pub- 
lications so  that  he  may  be  enabled  to 
prevent  any  disturbance  of  the  consisten- 
cy of  our  measures  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic mind,  and  also  that  he  may  use  our 
press  as  special  exigencies  shall  render 
expedient  for  the  more  extensive  and  ef- 
fective diffusion  of  the  views  to  be  repre- 
sented on  the  part  of  the  Society. 

Upan  the  whole  your  committee  think 
that  they  will  accomplish  the  design  of 
the  Board  by  adding  a  single  department, 
and  they  therefore  propose  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Board  the  following  resolu- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  Corre- 
sponding Secretary,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  conduct  the  general  correspondence 
of  the  Society,  and  to  superintend  its  pub- 
lications. 

l\i  order  to  define  expressly  the  duties 
of  the  other  principal  officers,  your  com- 
mittee recommend  also  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  Finan- 
cial Secretary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
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receive,  keep,  and  disburse  the  funds  of 
fthe  Society  ;  to  manage  the  procuring 
and  outfit  of  vessels,  the  shipment  of  emi- 
grants, and  generally  the  financial  and 
commercial  transactions  of  the  Society, 
and  to  conduct  the  correspondence  imme- 
diately connected  with  these  subjects. 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  Travel- 
ling Secretary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
visit,  as  often  as  practicable,  and  as  the 
interests  of  the  Society  shall  require,  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
to  promote  by  his  personal  agency  the 
establishment  and  activity  of  State  and 
Territorial  societies  auxiliary  to  the  Ame- 
rican Colonization  Society,  and  to  super- 
intend the  collection  of  emigrants  and  their 
transportation  to  their  respective  places  of 
embarkation. 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  Register, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  the  records 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors ;  to  keep,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Financial  S  cretary,  the  accounts  and 
books  of  business  of  the  Society  ;  and  to 
prepare  and  issue,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  the  publica- 
tions of  the  Society. 

With  respect  to  the  compensation  of 
these  officers,  the  committee  believe  that 
both  they  and  the  other  members  of  the 
Board  will  be  better  able  to  arrive  at 
a  satisfactory  opinion  after  an  interchange 
of  views  at  the  annual  session.  They 
therefore  ask  leave  to  dafer  their  conclu- 
sion until  that  time. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
W.  Parker  Foulke, 
James  Hall, 
J.  G.  Goble. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  of  the  said  Committee, 

presented  the  following  minority  report : 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  report  the  number  of 
secretaryships  which  it  will  be  expedient 
to  establish  under  the  recent  amendment  of 
the  constitution,  to  define  the  duties  and 
suggest  the  compensation  of  each,  asks 
leave  to  report : 

That  in  his  judgment,  it  is  not  expedient 
to  establish,  at  present,  any  secretaryships 
which  the  business  of  the  Society  does  not 
require  to  be  filled.  We  are  now  in  a 
state  of  growth,  the  rapidity  of  which 
cannot  be  foreseen.  Various  causes,  not 
yet  known  or  suspected,  may  accelerate  or 
retard  our  growth  ;  so  that  we  cannot 
tell  how  large  our  business  will  be,  and 
how  many  secretaries  will  be  needed  to 
perform  it,  even  two  or  three  years  hence: 


The  nature  of  much  of  our  busines 
too,  is  liable  to  unforeseen  changes.     Th 
action  of  State  legislatures  may  be  such 
greatly  to  increase  the  amount  of  corres- 
pondence with  State  Governments,  or  suok 
as  to  terminate  that  which  we  now  have  ; 
and    other    analogous    changes    may    be 
forced  upon  us. 

This  liability  to  change,  we  well  know, 
is  more  or  less  incident  to  all  human  labors  ; 
so  that,  in  every  enterprise,  changes  in  the 
number  and  duties  of  the  agents  may  be 
needed.  It  is  greater  in  our  enterprise 
than  in  most  others,  and  peculiarly  great 
at  the  present  time.  For  this  reason,  we 
cannot  safely,  just  now,  arrange  a  system 
of  officers  and  agencies  to  be  permanently 
adhered  to.  We  can  only  determine  what 
officers  we  now  need,  and  shall  probably 
need  during  the  year,  or  very  few  years, 
to  come.  We  might,  indeed,  arrange  a 
system  of  officers  and  agencies,  such  as 
the  Society  may  need  in  some  advanced 
stage  of  its  operations,  or  such  as  we 
expect,  and  then  fill  only  such  of  the 
offices  as  our  present  wants  require  to  be 
filled  ;  but  very  probably,  changes  in  our 
affairs  would  compel  us  to  change  our 
plan,  before  the  time  should  come  for  its 
complete  execution. 

What,  then,  are  our  wants  for  the  year 
to  come  ?  What  were  the  circumstances 
which  induced  us  to  amend  our  constitu- 
tion and  appoint  this  committee  ? 

For  some  years  previous  to  1844,  the 
Executive  Officers,  besides  the  Executive 
Committee,  had  been  as  ecretary  and  a  treas- 
urer. At  the  very  close  of  the  meeting  of 
that  year,  the  secretary  unexpectedly  re- 
signed, and  absolute  necessity  compelled 
the  Directors  to  impose  that  office  on  the 
gentleman  who  had  already  been  chosen 
treasurer.  It  was  seen,  at  least  by  some, 
that  the  labors  of  both  offices  would  be  too 
much  for  one  man  ;  and  none,  probably, 
expected  that  the  arrangement  would  be 
permanent.  Yet  the  duties  of  both  offices 
have  been  so  performed,  that  the  Society 
has  lived,  grown  and  prospered,  and  the 
arrangement  has  continued  from  year  to 
year.  Yet,  in  order  for  this,  it  has  been 
found  necessary,  in  the  treasury  departr 
ment,  to  employ  an  accomplished  account- 
ant as  book  keeper,  and  in  the  secretary's 
department,  a  recording  secretary,  who 
has  rendered  important  assistance  in  con- 
ducting the  correspondence.  Yet,  with  all 
this  help,  our  secretary  and  treasurer  is 
overburdened  with  duties.  More  is  im- 
posed upon  him  than  it  is  physically  pos- 
;  sible  for  him  to  perform,  to  his  own  entire 
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satisfaction,  or  ours.  The  African  Repos- 
itory is,  from  necessity,  edited  in  haste. 
By  expending  more  time  upon  it,  it  might 
and  should  be  made  much  more  interest- 
ing, instructive  and  influential.  The  let- 
ters of  correspondents  are  often,  from  ab- 
solute necessity,  answered  in  the  fewest 
possible  words,  giving,  perhaps,  a  brief 
and  positive  decision  of  some  important 
and  intricate  question,  without  a  single 
reason  for  it.  Such  answers,  given  to  in- 
telligent men  who  wish  to  understand  our 
affairs,  are  often  unsatisfactory,  and 
sometimes,  to  those  who  do  not  know  the 
stern  necessity  which  compels  the  sec- 
retary so  to  write,  appear  disrespectful. 
We  need  an  arrangement  which  will  ob- 
viate this  difficulty.  That  is,  we  need  an 
additional  secretary. 

Perhaps  the  object  might  be  accom- 
plished, by  relieving  the  treasurer  from  the 
additional  office,  so  hastily  thrown  upon 
him  in  1844,  appointing  some  other  per- 
son as  corresponding  secretary,  and  re- 
taining the  recording  secretary  and  book- 
keeper. But  in  that  case,  the  treasurer 
would  be  obliged  to  conduct  a  great  part 
of  the  correspondence  ;  to  be,  in  fact,  not 
merely  treasurer,  but  secretary  of  the 
treasury  ;  and  if  he  must  do  the  duties  of 
that  office,  it  seems  best  that  he  should 
bear  its  title. 

It  has  not  been  shown  that  we  need 
more  than  one  additional  secretary,  or  that 
we  shall  need  a  larger  accession  to  our 
force  than  that,  during  any  period  for 
which  it  would  be  judicious  now  to  make 
provision. 

It  is  recommended,  therefore,  that  we 
appoint  two  corresponding  secretaries, and 
a  recording  secretary. 

The  committee  are  instructed  "also  to 
define  the  duties  of  each"  secretary. 

The  duties  of  the  recording  secretary 
are  easily  defined.  They  consist  in  the 
making  and  preserving  of  records,  inclu- 
ding the  preservation  of  letters  received, 
and  of  copies  of  letters  sent.  Besides  the 
doings  of  the  Society  and  the  Board  of 
Directors,  at  their  annual  and  special  meet- 
ings, he  should  record  all  the  doings  of  the 
Executive  Committee  ;  giving,  in  the 
record  of  every  meeting,  the  authority  by 
which  it  was  called,  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting,  the  names  of  the  members  pres- 
ent, and  the  name  of  the  presiding  officer. 
He  is  to  produce  any  matter  in  his  ar- 
chives, when  demanded,  for  the  inspection 
of  the  President,  either  of  the  correspond- 
ing secretaries,  the  treasurer,  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  the  Board  of  Directors,  or 


any  committee  or  member  of  either  ;  and 
to  furnish  certified  copies,  when  required 
by  other  officers  of  the  Society,  who  need 
them  in  the  performance  of  their  own  du- 
ties. For  the  accurate  peformance  of  these 
duties,  he  is  responsible  to  the  Board  of 
Directors.  Assisting  the  other  secretaries 
and  the  treasurer  in  their  labors,  is  no  part 
of  his  official  duty.  Yet,  if  his  official 
duties  should  not  occupy  his  whole  time, 
he  may  properly  be  required  to  render 
them,  or  any  of  them,  such  assistance  as 
they  may  need  and  he  can  afford  ;  his 
compensation  being  fixed  accordingly. 

Defining  the  duties  of  the  corresponding 
secretaries,  so  as  to  divide  all  those  duties 
between  them,  assigning  to  each  his  part, 
exclusive  of  the  other,  is  a  more  difficult 
task.  All  those  labors  have  reference,  and 
the  most  important  of  them  very  direct  ref- 
erence, to  the  operations  of  the  treasury. 
They  relate,  almost  wholly,  to  contractino: 
debts,  finding  the  means  of  payment,  and 
paying  them.  Correspondence  with  State 
Governments  must  relate  to  emigration 
from  the  several  States,  and  to  appropria- 
tions for  the  expense.  Correspondence 
with  masters  will  relate  to  servants  whom 
they  wish  to  colonize,  and  to  the  expenses 
of  colonizing  them.  Correspondence  with 
donors,  whether  societies  or  individuals, 
will  relate  to  the  funds,  with  which  the 
expenses  of  emigration  are  to  be  paid. 
Correspondence  with  Liberia  will  relate  to 
the  reception  and  care  of  emigrants,  and 
the  payment  of  the  expenses  incurred  on 
their  account ;  including  under  this  head, 
the  providing  of  receptacles,  and  all  other 
things  done  for  their  welfare.  It  does  not 
appear  that  this  correspondence  is,  in  its 
nature,  capable  of  being  so  divided  between 
two  secretaries,  that  each  may  safely  carry 
on  his  part  of  it,  independently  of  the 
other.  It  must  be  one  single  harmonious 
system  of  correspondence,  or  we  cannot 
have  one  harmonious  system  of  receipts 
and  payments  growing  out  of  it. 

Doubtless,  if  two  secretaries  are  em- 
ployed, their  mental  characteristics  will  be 
somewhat  different,  and  there  will  be  let- 
ters which  one  of  them  may  write  better 
than  the  other.  For  this  cause,  the  labors 
cf  correspondence,  so  far  as  they  are  capa- 
ble of  being  divided,  will  naturally  divide 
themselves,  various  parts  of  it  falling  nat- 
urally into  the  hands  best  adapted  to  man- 
age them  ;  while  other  parts,  to  the  per- 
formance of  which  both  are  equally  well 
adapted,  would  be  left,  as  they  ought  to 
be,  undivided,  to  be  performed  by  either 
as  convenience  might  demand  from  day  to 
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day.  And  this  division,  thus  naturally 
made  from  day  to  day.  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  business  to  be  divided,  will  be 
more  likely  to  work  well,  than  any  the- 
oretic division  that  we  can  make,  before 
we  know  exactly  what  there  will  be  to 
divide. 

It"  we  should  leap  over  all  these  difficul- 
ties, and  divide  the  labor  equally  between 
the  two  according  to  some  theoretic  classi- 
fication, we  should  involve  them  in  some 
other  practical  inconveniences.  We  could 
not  expect  that  either  division  would  be 
perfectly  equable  in  its  quantity  through- 
out the  year.  Sometimes  one  secretary 
would  be  overwhelmed  with  business, 
while  the  other  would  have  little  to  do, 
and  at  another  time,  the  first  would  be 
idle  and  the  second  overwhelmed.  Be- 
sides this,  if  either  should  be  absent  from 
his  office  a  single  day,  either  on  busines  or 
from  sickness,  a  letter  might  arrive,  be- 
longing to  his  department,  and  needing  an 
immediate  answer  ;  and  however  the  in- 
terests of  the  Society  might  suffer,  it  must 
remain  unanswered  till  his  return. 

We  cannot,  therefore,  safely,  "  define 
the  duties  of  each  "  secretary,  by  dividing 
the  labors  between  them,  and  assigning  a 
certain  part  to  each,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
other. 

But,  as  each  letter  must  be  written  by 
one  or  the  other  of  them,  there  must,  in 
some  way,  be  a  division  of  the  labor. 
How  shall  it  be  effected  ? 

In  part,  this  question  has  been  answered 
already.  They  will  naturally  divide  it 
themselves,  as  circumstances  shall  suggest 
from  day  to  day.  If  any  other  division  is 
to  be  made,  it  is  at  least  doubtful  whether 
this  Board  of  Directors  is  the  proper  body 
to  make  it. 

The  whole  correspondence  ought  to  be 
carried  on  under  the  direction  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee.  If  it  were  practicable, 
they  ought  to  read  or  hear  every  letter, 
before  it  leaves  the  office.  But  as 
this  cannot  be,  they  must  hear  such  of  the 
most  important  of  them  as  they  can,  and 
give  such  instructions  as  they  judge  ne- 
cessary concerning  the  others.  They 
should,  however,  know,  sooner  or  later, 
and  in  season  to  prevent  any  injury,  the 
contents  of  every  letter  received,  and  of 
every  letter  sent. 

The  committee  is  always  on  the  ground, 
and  always  knows  what  business  there  is 
for  the  secretaries  to  transact ;  and  is  there- 
fore always  competent  to  assign  to  each 
his  proper  share  of  the  labor. 

If  a  new  branch  of  correspondence  is  to 


be  opened,  it  should  be  done  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  committee  ;  and  if  it  should 
be  assigned  to  one  secretary  rather  than 
the  other,  the  committee  can  assign  it.  If 
the  personal  presence  of  a  secretary  is 
needed  at  some  distant  point,  the  commit- 
tee should  order  the  journey,  and  desig- 
nate the  secretary  to  make  it.  In  short,  it 
belongs  to  the  committee  to  prescribe  all 
their  labors,  and  so  far  as  may  be  neces- 
sary or  useful,  to  make  the  division. 

In  this  way,  the  division  will  be  made 
by  men  well  acquainted  with  the  peculiar 
qualifications  of  each  secretary,  and  with 
the  business  to  be  divided  between  them  ; 
any  branch  of  the  correspondence,  for 
which  either  is  found  to  be  peculiarly  qual- 
ified, may  be  committed  to  him,  as  exclu- 
sively, and  for  so  long  a  time,  as  the 
interests  of  the  Society  permit ;  and  a 
change  of  distribution  can  be  made  at 
any  time,  when  the  exigencies  of  business 
require  it. 

This  control  of  the  Executive  Committee 
over  the  secretaries  is  indispensable  to  that 
unity  of  system,  which  is  indispensable  to 
the  successful  prosecution  of  business.  If 
we  exempt  the  secretaries  from  their  con- 
trol, and  give  each  a  department  to  man- 
age according  to  his  own  discretion,  we 
shall  have  three  lines  of  policy — that  of  the 
committee,  and  that  of  each  secretary  ; 
and  these  three  policies  will  sometimes 
come  in  conflict  with  each  other. 

It  has  been  supposed,  that  a  distinct  de- 
partment might  be  formed  for  an  additional 
secretary,  by  giving  him  the  editing  of  the 
African  Repository,  and  opening:  new 
branches  of  correspondence,  leaving  the 
business  of  the  present  secretaryship  un- 
changed. 

To  this,  there  are  several  objections. 
The  first,  and  a  fatal  one,  is,  that  it  would 
not  meet  our  main  difficulty.  The  incum- 
bent of  the  present  secretaryship  would 
still  be  overwhelmed  with  more  business 
than  he  could  do  as  it  ought  to  be  done. 
There  would  still  be  the  same  ground  of 
complaint  against  the  short,  hurried  and 
unsatisfactory  letters  ;  and,  it  being  known 
that  there  are  two  secretaries  in  the  office, 
with  time  enough  to  write  deliberately,  the 
appearance  of  disrespect  would  be  stronger 
than  before.  Another  objection  is,  that 
besides  business  too  directly  related  to  the 
treasury  to  be  safely  transferred  to  a  new 
department,  there  is  really  very  little  t h  it 
ought  to  be  done.  The  new  secretary 
would  find  it  hard  work  to  invent  even 
innocent  employment  enough  to  keep  him- 
self out  of  idleness. 
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The  undersigned  is  confirmed  in  these 
views,  by  the  practice  of  all  analogous 
societies,  so  far  as  he  has  been  able  to  in- 
quire. The  American  and  Presbyterian 
Boards  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  the  Amer- 
ican Home  Missionary  Society,  have  three 
secretaries  each,  whose  duties  are  ar- 
ranged in  the  way  herein  recommended. 
Two  publishing  societies,  American  Bible 
and  Tract  Societies,  have  a  different  ar- 
rangement ;  but  it  is  not  known  to  produce 
any  superior  advantages. 

The  conclusion,  therefore,  is,  that  the 
distribution  of  duties  between  the  corres- 
ponding secretaries  must  be  left  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

This  committee  was  also  ordered  "  to 
suggest  such  compensation  as  they  may 
think  proper  to  affix  to  each"  secretary- 
ship. 

No  reason  appears  for  changing  the  sal- 
aries now  given  to  the  corresponding  and 
recording  secretaries  ;  and  if  an  additional 
corresponding  secretary  be  appointed,  it 
would  be  impolitic  to  elevate  him  above 
or  depress  him  below  the  level  of  the 
other,  by  giving  him  a  different  salary. 
It  is  suggested,  therefore,  that  the  salaries 
affixed  to  those  offices  remain  as  they  are. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  reasonings — 
assuming  that  there  will  be  a  treasurer, 
who  will  merely  receive,  keep  and  dis- 
burse the  funds  and  keep  the  accounts  of 
the  Society — the  following  resolutions  are 
respectfully  submitted  : 

1.  Resolved,  that  this  Board  will  appoint, 
annually,  till  otherwise  ordered,  two 
corresponding  secretaries  and  a  recording 
secretary. 

2.  Resolved,  that  the  corresponding  sec- 
retaries shall  be,  in  all  respects,  of  equal 
rank  ;  but  when  both  are  named  together, 
lie  who  has  been  longest  in  the  office 
shall  be  named  first,  unless  something 
in  the  connexion  obviously  require  other- 
wise. 

3.  Resolved,  that  the  duties  of  the  cor- 
responding secretaries  shall  be,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to 
conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  Society, 
written  and  oral,  making  journeys  for  that 
purpose  when  necessary  ;  to  make  and  sign 
•contracts,  and  draw  on  the  treasurer  for 
payments; to  prepare  business  forthe  action 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  lay  it 
before  them  at  their  meetings  ;  to  edit  the 
African  Repository  ;  and  to  prepare  the 
annual  report,  and  such  other  documents 
as  may  be  ordered  by  this  Board  or  the 
Executive  Committee,  for  the  action  of  the 
Directors  at  annual  or  special  meetings. 


They  shall  place  in  the  hands  of  the  re- 
cording secretary,  all  official  letters  and 
documents  received  by  them,  and  furnish, 
or  allow  him  to  take  copies  of  all  official 
letters  and  documents  sent  out  by  them,  for 
preservation.  All  these  duties  shall  be 
common  to  both  of  them,  each  performing 
such  part  as  mutual  convenience  shall 
dictate,  or  as  the  Executive  Committee 
shall  prescribe. 

4.  The  salary  of  each  corresponding 
secretary  shall  be  two  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  till  otherwise  ordered. 

5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  recording 
secretary  to  record  the  doings  of  the  Soci- 
ety, the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the 
Executive  Committee  ;  to  preserve  the 
records  and  documents  of  the  Society,  in- 
cluding ail  official  letters  received,  and  cop- 
ies of  all  official  letters  sent ;  and  to  pro- 
duce any  matter  in  his  archives,  or  to  fur- 
nish certified  copies  of  the  same,  when  re- 
quired by  any  officer  of  the  Society  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty.  He  shall  also 
be  the  Librarian  of  the  Society,  and  shall 
keep,  in  a  suitablecondition  for  convenient 
reference,  all  publications  of  the  Society, 
and  such  other  books,  pamphlets,  papers 
and  periodicals,  as  shall  be  procured  for 
the  Society's  use. 

6.  The  salary  of  the  recording  secretary 
shall  be  twelve  hundred  dollars  a  year, 
till  otherwise  ordered. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  Tracy. 

Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
of  the  Board,  to  raise,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Executive  Committee,  the  funds 
needed  for  the  support  of  a  special  agency 
to  Europe,  presented  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  raise,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, the  funds  needed  for  the  support  of  a 
special  agency  to  represent  the  interests  ol 
this  Society  in  Europe,  reported,  begging 
to  be  discharged  as  a  committee  from  fur- 
ther attention  to  the  duty,  in  view  of  un- 
expected obstacles  standing  in  the  way  of 
their  success  ;  expressing,  however,  a 
strong  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the 
agency,  and  warmly  recommending  it  to 
the  future  consideration  of  the  Board.    . 

Adjourned  to  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  to- 
morrow. 
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Wednesday,  January  17. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment : 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod, 
the  minutes  of  the  session  yesterday  were 
read  and  approved. 

The  Reports  of  Agents  of  the  Society 
were  presented. 

The  President  announced  the  Standing 
Committees;,  as  follows  : 

Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. — Messrs. 
Maclean,  Hall,  Haight,  Lee,  and   Miller. 

Committee  on  Finince. — Messrs.  Phelps, 
Gregory,  Haines,  Hodge,  and  Orcutt. 

Committee  on  Auxiliary  Societies. -Messrs. 
Foulke,  Allen,  McLeod,  Blodgett,  and 
Slaughter. 

Committee  on  Agencies. — Messrs.  Disos- 
way,  Coppinger,  Davis,  Bloomfteld,  and 
Mitchell. 

Committee  on  Accounts. — Messrs.  Jones, 
Adams,  Hosiner,  Coulling,  and  Orcutt. 

Committee  on  Emigration. — Messrs.  Tra- 
cy, Bransford,  Stanton,  Sparrow,  and 
Pettit. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  number  of  delegates 
from  the  New  York  State  Colonization 
Society  be  fifteen  ;  the  amount  expended 
by  the  said  Society,  on  account  of  emi- 
grants sent  to  Liberia  during  the  past 
year,  the  account  for  which  was  not  for- 
warded before  the  close  of  the  year  in  con- 
sequence of  the  absence  of  the  Rev.  J.  B. 
Pinney,  Secretary  of  said  Society,  to  be 
received  as  basis  of  representation,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  amount  reported  by  the  Re- 
cording Secretary. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Illinois  Colonizatian 
Society  be  entitled  to  one  delegate  by  the 
present  payment  of  the  balance  necessary 
to  complete  the  sum  required  to  entitle 
said  Society  to  a  delegate. 

On  motion  of  Rev.    Mr.   Tracy,   it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  disposal  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  legacy  of  Augustus  Graham 
for  the  support  of  schools  in  Liberia,  be 
referred  to  a  special  committee. 


Messrs.  Tracy,  Coppinger,  and  Stanton, 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Haight,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Society  as  relates  to  special 
appeals  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
for  funds  to  meet  particular  cases,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee  of  three,  witii 
instructions  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  the  conflict 
between  such  appeals  and  the  regular 
work  of  the  agents  of  the  State  societies. 
Messrs.  Haight,  Pettit,  and  Lee,  weie 
appointed  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be 

appointed  to    prepare   a   minute   on    the 

death  of  Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.,  late  Vice 

President  and  Life  Director  of  this  Society. 

Messrs.  Jones  and  Reese  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Annual 
Report  and  the  Statement  of  the  Executive 
Committee  as  relates  to  foreign  relations, 
to  finance,  to  auxiliary  societies,  to  agen- 
cies, to  accounts,  and  to  emigration,  be 
referred  to  the  standing  committees  on 
those  subjects  respectively. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  recognition  of  the  Republic  of 
Liberia  by  the  United  States  Government, 
was  taken  up  ;  and,  after  a  free  and  full 
expression  of  opinion  by  several  members 
of  the  Board,  on  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Mil- 
ler, it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  the  recog- 
nition of  Liberia  be  referred  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society  and  the  Executive 
Committee,  with  power  to  act,  in  their  dis- 
cretion, in  regard  thereto,  in  the  interval 
between  this  and  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
subject  of  the  exploration  of  Africa  east- 
ward of  Liberia,  was  taken  up  ;  and,  on 
motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Haight,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  ex- 
ploration of  Africa  be  continued  until  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
basis  of  representation  of  State  Societies^ 
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was  taken  up  ;  also  the  minority  report  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Tracy  ;  and,  after  consid- 
erable discussion,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Reese, 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  whole  subject  belaid 
upon  the  table,  and  printed  with  the  min- 
utes of  the  Board  ;  and  meanwhile,  that 
both  reports  be  referred  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the 
State  Societies. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  steam 
communication  between  the  United  States 
and  Liberia,  was  taken  up  ;  and,  for  the 
present,  was  laid  on  the  table,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  absence  of  Dr.  Hall. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  secre- 
taryships of  the  Society,  was  taken  up  ; 
also  the  minority  report  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Tracy  ;  both  of  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Jones,  were  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

On  motion,  the  Board  took  a  recess,  for 
the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

After  the  meeting  of  the  Society,  the 
Board  was  called  to  order ;  when,  on 
motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  7j  o'clock 
this  P.  M. 

Evening  Session,  January  17. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  session  were 
read  and  approved. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society  announced 
that,  during  the  past  year,  the  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Appleton  of  Massachusetts,  the  Rev. 
R  R.  Gurley,  and  his  Excellency,  Franklin 
Pierce,  President  of  the  United  States, 
were  constituted  Life  Directors  of  this 
Society,  by  the  payment  into  the  treasury 
of  $  1,000  each. 

Mr.  Disosway,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, appointed  at  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Board,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  subject  of  procuring  a  copy  of  the  por- 
trait of  the  late  Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esq,, 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted : 


The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  an- 
nual meeting  of  this  Board,  to  procure  a 
portrait  of  the  late  Anson  G.  Phelps,  a 
Vice  President  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  report,  that  they  have  dis- 
charged this  duty.  An  excellent  portrait 
of  Mr.  Phelps  has  been  painted  by  Waldo 
and  Jewett,  very  eminent  artists  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  and  a  copy  from  an 
admirable  original  in  the  possession  of  his 
son,  Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esq  ,  the  President 
of  the  New  York  State  Colonization  So- 
ciety. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Gabriel  P.  Disosway, 
John  Maclean, 

Committee. 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  on  the  death 
of  the  late  Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.,  presented 
the  following  report,  which,  on  motion, 
was  adopted ;  after  some  appropriate  re- 
marks by  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley  in  refer- 
ence to  the  devotion  of  Mr.  Cresson,  for 
many  years,  to  the  colonization  cause  : 

Whereas,  since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  it  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  remove  from  his  earthly  labors  one 
of  the  Vice  Presidents  and  a  Life  Director  of 
this  Society — therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  feel  called 
upon  to  express  a  deep  sense  of  the  loss 
they  have  sustained  in  the  removal  of  one 
who,  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  was 
the  zealous  and  untiring  advocate  of  Afri- 
can Colonization,  and  whose  gratuitous 
labors,  alike  in  this  country  and  Great 
Britain,  evinced  the  sincerity  of  his  pro- 
fessions, and  entitle  him  to  the  gratitude 
of  every  lover  of  humanity. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  mourn  over 
our  loss  we  cannot  but  sympathise  with 
the  family  and  relatives  of  our  deceased 
friend. 

Resolved,  That  a  request  be  preferred  to 
the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  Cresson  for  a 
copy  of  his  portrait  to  be  made  and  de- 
posited in  the  rooms  of  this  Society. 

Resolved,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the 
above  be  sent  by  the  Recording  Secretary 
to  the  family  of  our  late  distinguished 
friend. 

Messrs.  Jones,  Reese,  and  Coppinger, 

were  appointed  a  committee  to  carry  out 

the  object  embraced  in  the  third  resolution. 
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On  motion,  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  steam  communication  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Liberia  was  taken  up,  and 
read ;  also  the  minority  report  of  Dr. 
Hall;  when  the  following  resolutions  were 
presented  by  Mr.  Phelps,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this 
Board,  the  services  of  the  Rev.  R.  R. 
Gurley  in  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the 
stock  of  the  United  States  and  Liberia 
Steamship  Company,  are  important  and 
valuable  to  the  general  cause  of  coloniza- 
tion, and  meet  with  the  warm  approval  of 
this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this 
Board,  the  United  States  and  Liberia 
Steamship  Company,  as  at  present  oigan- 
ized  in  the  city  of  New  York,  may,  with 
the  aid  of  the  friends  of  the  cause  in  the 
United  States,  speedily  be  successful  in 
accomplishing  the  object  so  ardently  de- 
sired by  all,  viz  :  a  steam  communication 
with  Liberia.  At  the  same  time,  this 
Board  disclaims  any  financial  responsibil- 
ity in  connection  with  the  above  named 
Company. 

To  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory, 
the  following  was  added  : 

Resolved,  That  until  the  arrangement 
for  steam  communication  between  this 
country  and  Liberia  is  perfected,  it  is  im- 
portant that  a  portion  of  the  funds  raised 
for  that  purpose  be  appropriated  for  the 
purchase  of  a  suitable  sailing  vessel  for  the 
transportation  of  emigrants,  under  the 
control  of  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety. 

Which  resolutions,  after  full  and  gen- 
eral discussion,  on  motion,  were  adopted. 
On  leave  being  granted,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Maclean  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Board,  it  is  important  to  the  financial  in- 
terests of  the  Society,  and  to  the  proper 
prosecution  of  its  great  object,  that  there 
shall  be  an  additional  secretary,  whose 
duties  shall  be  defined  by  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  nature  of 
the  recommendations  of  the  committees 
upon  secretaryships,  and  upon  the  basis 
of  representation,  the  reports  of  those 
committees  shall  be  printed  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  annual  meeting  in  the  cus- 
tomary annual  printed  report,  and  that  a 
copy  be  sent  to  each  auxiliary  society. 


•  Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  reported 
by  said  committees  lie  upon  the  table  for 
consideration,  until  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing of  this  Board. 

Which   resolutions,   on    motion,    were       i 
made  the  first  business  of  the  day  for  the 
next  session  of  the  Board. 

Adjourned  to  9  o'clock,  A.  M.  to-mor- 
row. 

Thursday,  January  18. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lee,  the 
minutes  of  the  last  session  were  read,  cor- 
rected, and  approved. 

The  reports  of  agents  of  the  Society 
were,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  standing 
committee  on  agencies. 

The  resolutions  presented  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Maclean,  at  the  last  session  of  the  Board, 
respecting  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
secretary  of  the  Society,  being  the  first 
business  of  the  day,  were  taken  up  ;  and, 
after  discussion,  they  were,  on  motion,  sep- 
arately read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Disosway  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which,  on  motion,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  finance  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors 
urge  upon  the  auxiliary  societies  and  the 
agents  of  this  Society  the  necessity  of  in- 
creased efforts  in  procuring  State  appropri- 
ations to  aid  the  purposes  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society. 

Mr.  Disosway  presented  the  following 

resolution,  which,  on  motion,  was  referred 

to  the  committee  on  auxiliary  societies  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  auxil- 
iary societies  be  requested  to  originate  some 
plan  by  which  a  greater  and  more  efficient 
number  of  auxiliary  societies  can  be  es- 
tablished throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  Disosway  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which,  on  motion,  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  finance  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance 
be  requested  to  report  how  the  present  in- 
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debtedness  has  arisen,  and  what  means  are 
proposed  to  liquidate  the  same,  and  to  re- 
port at  this  meeting. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  chairman  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board 
be  presented  to  his  Excellency  Governor 
Button,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hwight,  and  Com- 
mander Foote,  for  the  addresses  delivered 
by  them  at  the  late  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Society  be  instructed 
to  transmit  to  them  copies  of  this  resolution, 
and  to  request  a  copy  of  their  addresses  for 
publication. 

A  communication  was  presented  from 
the  Rev.  J.  Morris  Pease,  with  reference 
to  improvements  in  Liberia,  &c,  which, 
on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  emigration. 

On  leave  being  granted,  the  following 
preamble  and  resolution  presented  by  Capt. 
Foote  were  taken  up,  and,  on  motion,  were 
adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  African  Squadron  has 
protected  the  legal  commerce  of  the  United 
States  on  the  coast  of  that  continent — has 
had  an  essential  agency  towards  removing 
the  guilt  of  the  slave  trade  from  the  world, 
and  has  afforded  countenance  to  the  Re- 
publie  of  Liberia  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  no  article  of  the  Web- 
ster-Ashburton  treaty  ought  to  be  abro- 
gated, nor  the  African  squadron  with- 
drawn, or  reduced,  unless  it  be  in  the 
number  of  guns  specified  in  the  treaty. 
But  on  the  contrary,  that  said  squadron 
ought  to  be  rendered  more  efficient,  by  the 
employment  of  several  small  steamers,  m 
being  better  adapted  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  traffic  and  the  protection  of  our 
legal  commerce,  than  the  mere  sailing  ves- 
sels now  composing  the  squadron  : 

Capt.  Foote  read  a  very  interesting 
statement  respecting  the  slave  trade,  and 
the  United  States  squadron,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa. 

Adjourned  to  7g  o'clock,  this  P.  M. 

Evening  Session,  January  18. 
The  Board  met  according  to   adjourn- 
ment. 


The  minutes  of  the  last  session  were 
read  and  approved. 

Rev.  Dr.  Haight  stated  that  the  Hon. 
Hamilton  Fish,  one  of  the  delegates  from 
the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society, 
has  been  prevented  from  attending  the 
sessions  of  this  Board,  in  consequence  of 
indisposition. 

Rev.  Dr.  Maclean  presented  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  have  listened 
with  great  pleasure  to  the  able  and  inter- 
esting memoir  read  to  them  by  Com- 
mander Foote,  in  regard  to  the  squadron 
of  the  United  States  on  the  coast  of  Africa  ; 
and  unite  with  him  in  the  hope  that  no 
action  will  take  place  on  the  part  of  our 
Government  calculated  to  impair,  in  any 
degree,  its  efficiency  as  a  most  important 
agent  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

Rev.  Mr.  Gurley  presented  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolution,  which  were 
adopted  : 

Whereas,  this  Board  have  learned  that 
the  Hon.  C.  F.  Meicer,  one  of  the  earliest, 
most  constant,  and  able  friends,  and  a  Vice 
President  of  this  Society,  is  now  visiting, 
at  his  own  expense,  and  from  the  noblest 
impulses  of  philanthropy,  many  of  tbe 
Governments  of  Europe,  with  the  view  of 
uniting  their  counsels  and  sentiments  in 
such  policy  as  shall  result  in  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  African  slave  trade,  by  the 
law  of  nations  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  express  their 
high  sense  of  the  past  and  present  eminent 
services  of  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer  in  the 
cause  of  this  Society,  his  country,  and 
humanity,  and  their  earnest  hope  that  the 
efforts  in  which  he  is  now  engaged  may  be 
crowned  with  success. 

Rev.W.  McLain  presented  thefollowing 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society  hereby 
express  their  sense  of  obligation  to  the  Rev. 
Rector,  Wardens,  and  Vestry  of  Trinity 
Church,  for  the  kindness  shown  this  body, 
by  opening  their  spacious  edifice  to  the 
Society  for  its  anniversary,  and  the  base- 
ment of  their  building  for  the  meetings  of 
this  Board  and  its  committees. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  res- 
olution be  transmitted  to  the  Rev.  Rector 
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of  the  Church  by  the  Secretary  of  the  So 
ciety. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foulke,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  furnish  to 
the  committee  on  auxiliaries  a  list  of  the 
State  and  Territorial  Societies,  acting  as 
auxiliaries  to  the  American  Colonization 
Society  ;  and  also,  as  far  as  known  to 
him,  of  the  State  and  Territorial  Societies 
not  so  acting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foulke,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  furnished, 
as  soon  as  practicable,  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  this  Board,  to  the  chairman  of 
each  of  its  committees  a  copy  of  each  res- 
olution referred  to  such  committees  res- 
pectively. 

Trie  Committee  on  Accounts  reported  that 
they  had  examined  the  treasurer's  account 
and  found  the  same  correct.  (See  the  ex- 
hibit, page  47. 

The  following  resolution,  presented  by 
R.ev.  Dr.  Maclean,  was  taken  up,  and,  on 
motion,  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  to  prevent  all  misappre- 
hension in  regard  to  the  powers  of  th-e 
Executive  Committee,  it  is  hereby  declared 
that  the  Executive  Committee,  unless  re- 
stricted by  special  instructions  from  the 
Board  of  Directors,  have  all  the  powers  of 
the  Board,  during  the  recess,  including  the 
entire  direction  of  the  agents  of  the  Society, 
however  appointed. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution, 
presented  by  Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  were  taken 
up,  and,  on  motion,  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  Liberian  commerce  and  emi- 
gration would  be  much  facilitated  by  a 
wharf  on  some  point  of  that  coast,  at 
which  passengers  and  goods  may  be 
landed,  and  goods  put  on  board  without 
the  use  of  lighters  ;  and  whereas,  for  want 
of  such  a  wharf,  lives  are  annually  lost  in 
attempts  to  land  or  embark  through  the 
surf;  and  whereas,  without  such  a  wharf, 
steam  communication  with  Liberia  may 
prove  too  expensive  to  be  permanently 
maintained  ;  and  whereas,  there  is  no  such 
wharf  on  that  coast,  nor  any  place  known 
where  such  a  wharf  can  be  constructed  ; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  explo- 
ration in  Africa  be  instructed  to  procure,  if 
practicable,  from  the  officers  of  the  squad- 
ron of  the  United  States  on  the  coast  of 


j  Africa,  or  some  of  them,  an  examination 
of  the  most  promising  points  on  the  coast 
of  Liberia,  with  reference  to  the  practica- 
bility, mode,  and  expense,  of  constructing 

I  such  a  wharf;  with  such  other  informa- 
tion as  may  be  in  their  power,  relating  to 
the  artificial  improvement  of  harbors  in 
Liberia. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions, 

presented  by  Rev.  Mr.    Slaughter,  were 

taken  up,  and,  on  motion,  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  the  exclusive  design  of  the 
I  American  Colonization  Society,  as  de- 
clared in  its  fundamental  law,  is  to  re- 
move, with  their  own  consent,  the  free 
colored  people  of  the  United  States  to  Af- 
rica ;  and  whereas,  in  carrying  out  this 
principle,  this  Board  have  ordered  that  all 
suggestions  and  discussions  of  schemes  of 
emancipation  shall  be  excluded  from  the 
African  Repository,  and  other  official  doc- 
uments of  the  Society  ;  and  whereas,  it  is 
necessary  to  the  consummation  of  this 
policy,  that  the>  same  principle  should  be 
applied  to  the  conduct  of  the  public  meet- 
ings of  this  Society  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee 
should  have  strict  regard  to  this  principle 
in  all  their  arrangements  for  the  annual 
meetings. 

Resolved,  That  no  persons  other  than 
those  chosen  by  the  Executive  Committee 
shall  be  permitted  to  make  speeches  at 
such  public  meetings,  without  a  vote  of  the 
Society. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  raising  funds  for  the  support  of  a 
special  agency  to  Europe,  was  taken  up, 
and,  on  motion,  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
that  portion  of  the  Annual  Report  which 
relates  to  special  appeals,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
that  portion  of  the  annual  report  which 
relates  to  special  appeals  from  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  for  funds  to  meet  par- 
ticular cases,  with  instructions  to  consider 
and  report  upon  the  best  mode  of  prevent- 
ing the  conflict  between  such  appeals  and 
the  regular  work  of  the  agents  of  the  State 
societies,  beg  leave  to  report — 

That  they  have  considered  the  subject 
committed  to  them,  and  are  of  the  opinion 
that  it  is  necessary  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  work  which  we  have  in  hand,  and  to 
the  prudence,  wisdom,   and   economy  of 
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time,  effort  and  money,  by  which  all  our 
operations  ought  to  be  characterized,  that 
as  far  as  practicable,  all  possibility  of  in- 
terference between  the  plans  and  acts  of 
the  central  Board  at  Washington  and  those 
of  any  of  the  State  societies  should  be  pre- 
vented. Such  interference — unintentional 
your  committee  are  persuaded— has  oc- 
curred during  the  past  year  in  more  than 
one  instance,  and  been  productive  of  harm 
and  loss,  notwithstanding  the  resolution  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  passed  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  in  1851. 

With  theview  of  preventing  the  occur- 
rence of  similar  evils,  your  committee  re- 
commend the  adoption  of  the  following  re- 
solution : 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  all  appeals  from 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  the  General 
Agent,  or  the  Executive  Committee,  for 
funds  for  any  purpose  connected  with  the 
objects  of  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety in  States  wherein  auxiliary  societies 
exist,  shall  be  made  only  through  said  so- 
cieties and  under  their  direction. 

Bevj.  J.  Haight, 
Wm.  V.  Pettit, 
Leroy  M.  Lee, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  subject  of  the  Graham  legacy,  pre- 
sented the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  question  of  the  disposal  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  Graham  legacy,  ask  leave  to  report  : 
That,  as  the  legacy  is  not  yet  paid  in  full, 
the  order  adopted  on  this  subject  last  year, 
be  continued  in  force  for  another  year. 

JosEr-H  Tracy,   Chairman. 
William  Coppinger, 
R.  L.  Stanton. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution, 
presented  by  Gov.  Dutton,  were  taken  up, 
and,  on  motion,  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  testimony  has  been  given  in 
courts  of  justice  ,  in  recent  criminal  trials, 
wh  eh,  if  worthy  of  credit,  would  estab- 
lish the  fact,  that  vessels  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade  have  been,  within  a  few  years, 
fitted  out,  in  considerable  numbers,  for  the 
purpose,  in  the  ports  of  New  York,  Bos- 
ton and  other  places  ;  and  such  vessels  are 
owned   by  persons  residing  in  said  cities  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be 
appointed  to  examine  this  subject,  and  as- 


certain, if  possible,  whether  such  state- 
ments are  true,  and  report  the  facts  which 
they  shall  find  established,  to  the  next  an- 
nual meeting. 

Messrs.  Dutton,  Foote,  Reese,  Tracy, 
and  Gregory,  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  Committee  on   Foreign  Relations, 

presented  the  following  report,  which,  on 
motion,  was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
to  whom  was  referred  so  mu:h  of  the  An- 
nual Report  as  relates  to  Liberia,  and  of 
the  report  on  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  that  country,  beg  leave 
to  recommend  to  the  Board  the  adoption 
of  the  following:  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Board  have  learned 
with  the  highest  satisfaction,  that,  in  the 
kind  providence  of  God,  the  Republic  of 
Liberia  continues  to  meet  the  most  san- 
guine expectations  of  its  friends,  and 
that  its  present  prosperous  condition,  and 
the  efficient  administration  of  its  affairs, 
command  the  respect  of  the  civilized 
world. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  Board  will  not 
cease  to  exert  their  influence  to  secure,  at 
the  earliest  day  possible,  a  recognition  of 
the  Independence  of  Liberia  ;  and  that  it 
is  the  belief  of  the  Board  that  the  omission 
on  the  part  of  our  Government  to  recog- 
nize the  indepen  lence  of  that  country,  is 
not  owing  to  any  want  of  friendly  feeling 
toward  that  Government  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States,  but 
owing  entirely  to  other  causes,  which,  in 
the  judgment  of  some  of  the  most  devoted 
friends  of  Liberia,  render  any  action  upon 
that  subject  inexpedient  for  the  present. 

The  committee  have  also  taken  into 
consideration  the  subject  of  founding  a 
settlement  in  the  interior  of  Liberia,  which 
they  conceive  it  important  for  this  S3cie- 
ty  to  press  at  present  only  so  far  as  to  as- 
certain the  important  fact  of  the  existence 
or  non-existence  of  the  malaria  causing 
the  disease  called  the  African  coast  fever, 
at  a  certain  distance  from  the  coast,  and 
at  a  certain  elevation  above  the  ocean. 
For  this  purpose,  the  committee  would 
recommend  that  measures  be  taken,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  by  the  executive  offi- 
cers of  the  Society,  to  place  a  certain  num- 
ber of  unacclimated  male  emigrants  at  the 
most  convenient  and  suitable  point  interior 
to  the  settlement  of  Bassa,  directly  from  the 
vessel,  at  a  proper  elevation,  and  at  least  one 
day's  most  speedy  travel  from  the  settle- 
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merit.  The  committee  believe  this  course* 
will  prove  entirely  practicable  and  salu- 
tary, and  can  be  made  at  little  expense 
in  comparison  with  its  importance,  and  at 
no  sacrifice  of  life  ;  and  that  the  expediency 
of  prosecuting  or  urging  any  settlement 
in  the  interior  by  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  will  thus  be  established. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  Commander 
Foote  on  the  subject  of  the  African  Squad- 
ron, under  the  Ashburton  treaty,  be  pub- 
lished in  the  African  Repository,  coloniza- 
tion journals,  and  other  papers. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean.it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  and  Agents 
appointed  by  the  Board  at  their  meeting 
last  year,  or  by  the  Executive  Committee, 
under  instructions  from  the  Board,  be  re- 
appointed for  another  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Disosway,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Emi- 
gration report  to  the  Board  if  there  exist 
any  causes  for  the  complaints  which  have 
reached  this  country  from  emigrants  sent 
out  by  this  Society,  as  to  their  proper  sup- 
plies, comfort,  and  treatment,  on  their  pas- 
sage, or  after  their  arrival  there,  whilst 
under  the  charge  of  our  agents  in  Africa. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added 
to  the  By-laws  : 

Whenever  appeals  shall  be  taken  upon 
a  matter  of  account  to  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, the  grounds  and  proof  in  the  matter 
shall  be  set  forth  in  writing,  as  well  on 
behalf  of  the  appellant  as  on  behalf  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  and,  on  presenta- 
tion, shall  be  referred,  without  debate,  to  ' 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Accounts,  ' 
whose  decision  shall  be  final. 

The  Committee   on   Finance   presented 
their  report,  and,  on  motion,  the  resolu- 1 
tions  attached    thereto   were  adopted,  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  present 
embarrassed  stite  of  the  funds,  the  State 
Societies  be  requested  to  remit  to  the  Pa- 
rent Society,  as  early  as  convenient,  such 
assistance  as  may  be  in  their  power  to 
render. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee be  authorized,  at  their  discretion, 
to  dispose  of  such  stocks,  bonds,  and 
lands,  as  may  have  come  into  their  posses- 


sion, for  the  general  purposes  of  this  So- 
ciety, and  apply  the  same  to  the  liquida- 
tion of  the  debts  of  the  Society. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  pecuniary 
embarrassments  of  the  country,  and  the 
depressed  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Society, 
it  be  recommended  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  conduct  their  affairs,  both  in 
reference  to  outlays  for  emigrants  and  in 
Liberia,  as  well  as  in  the  employment  of 
agents,  with  due  regard  to  the  liquidation 
of  the  debts  of  the  Society. 

Anson  G.  Phelps, 

Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Auxiliary  Societies 

presented  the  following  repoit,  which,  on 

motion,  was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  Auxiliary  Societies 
respectfully  report : 

That  the  subject  referred  to  them  is  one 
of  great  importance,  and  that  it  requires 
longer  and  more  careful  inquiries  and  con- 
sideration than  they  are  able  to  give  during 
the  present  session  of  the  Board,  and  they 
therefore  ask  leave  to  make  their  particu- 
lar report  at  the  next  annual  session. 

W.  Parker  Foulke, 
H.  M.  Blodgett, 
William  H.  Allen, 
John  N.  McLeod. 
The  Committee  on  Agencies,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Reports  of  Agents  of  the 
Society,  presented  separate  reports  on  the 
several  agencies,  which,  on  motion,  were 
adopted. 

Adjourned  to  9  o'clcok  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

Friday,  January  19. 
The    board  met  according  to   adjourn- 
ment. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stanton, 
the  minutes  of  the  last  session  were  read 
and  approved. 

The  President  read  the  following  letter 
from  the  Hon.  Justice  Wayne  : 

Washington,  January  16,  1855. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  been  in  my 
chamber  for  more  than  a  week  with  a 
sharp  attack  of  erysipelas  in  the  head  and 
face,  and  am  not  enough  relieved  to  ven- 
ture out.  Nothing  less  than  such  a  cause 
should  prevent  me  from  attending  the  an- 
niversary of  the  American  Colonization 
Society  this  evening,  and  with  every  wish 
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for  its  prosperity,  and  determination  on 
my  part  to  do  all  that  I  can  to  aid  it,  I 
am,  very  sincerely,  your  friend  and  obe 
dient  servant, 

James  M.  Wayne. 
Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey, 

Chair.  Ex.  Com.'. i.  C.  S. 

The  following  resolution,  presented  by 

Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  was  taken  up,  and,  on 

motion,  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  in  future  the  compensation 
of  all  State  or  other  local  agents  must  be 
made  from  funds  collected  by  themselves, 
unless  by  special  agreement  with  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  or  by  instructions  from 
the  Board. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Society  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee for  publication. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Disosway,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Agen- 
cies be  requested  to  prepare  some  plan 
of  general  application  for  the  efficient  es- 
tablishment and  continuance  of  agencies 
throughout  the  country,  and  to  report  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Agencies 
respecting  the  agency  of  Rev.  James 
Mitchell  wns  taken  up  ;  during  the  con- 
sideration of  which,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  agents  of  the  Society 
are  expected,  while  continuing  to  act  as 
agents,  to  conform  to  the  policy  of  the 
Society  in  all  the  relations  of  colonization, 
as  expressed  by  the  Board  at  its  annual 
meetings,  or  in  its  recess,  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pettit,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Mitchell,  as  agent  for  the  Northwest, 
be  accepted,  and  that  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee be  recommended  to  re-appoint  Mr. 
Mitchell  to  the  office  he  formerly  held, 
provided  such  an  understanding  can  be 
arrived  at  with  him  as  wiil  secure  a  con- 
formity by  the  agent  with  the  general 
policy  of  this  Society  ;  and  further,  that 
such  a  salary  shall  be  paid  to  the  said 
agent  as  may  be  agreed  upon  with  him. 

The  Committee  on  Emigration  presented 
the  following  report,  which,  on  motion, 
was  adopted  : 


The  Committee  on  Emigration,  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  annual  report 
and  statement  of  the  Executive  Committee 
as  relates  to  that  subject,  and  a  paper  on 
the  same  subject  from  the  Rev.  J.  M. 
Pease,  ask  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

The  subject  deserves  a  much  more 
thorough  examination  and  rao-e  extended 
report  than  is  possible  in  the  time  allowed 
them.  It  would  be  well  to  examine  mi- 
nutely the  history  of  all  the  expeditions 
that  have  been  sent  out  for  several  years 
past;  the  characters  and  circumstances  of 
the  emigrants;  the  provision  made  for  them 
and  the  whole  treatment  they  have  received 
on  the  voyage  and  after  their  arrival;  and 
the  results  in  respect  to  their  life,  health, 
happiness  and  usefulness  in  Liberia.  It 
would  be  well,  also,  to  examine  all  the 
complaints  made  by  emigrants,  and  by 
others  on  their  behalf,  and  to  ascertain 
how  much  foundation  there  may  be  for 
any  of  them  in  fact,  and  what  remedies 
may  be  applied.  Instead  of  this  a  few 
brief  remarks  must  suffice. 

1.  The  matter  of  most  immediate  inter- 
est, is  that  of  complaints  concerning  the 
treatment  of  emigrants. 

Those  complaints  which  have  made  the 
widest  and  deepest  impression  are  contain- 
ed in  the  published  letters  of  a  recent  emi- 
grant, whose  good  intentions  the  committee 
do  not  question.  The  letters  themselves 
show,  however,  to  any  one  acquainted 
with  Liberian  politics,  that  the  complaints 
are  a  part  of  the  arguments  with  which 
one  political  party  is  hoping  to  prevail 
against  another  at  the  next  presidential 
election.  The  most  important  of  the  al- 
leged facts  are  not  personally  known  to 
the  writer,  nor  had  he  ever  had  the  neces- 
sary means  of  testing  the  accuracy  of  the 
statements  which  he  had  heard;  and  those 
statements  are  not  sustained  by  any  au- 
thentic information  received  at  the  office  of 
this  Society. 

Some  emigrants  have  complained  of 
over-crowding  and  discomfort  on  their 
voyage  ;  while  other  emigrants  by  the 
same  ships  made  no  such  complaint,  and 
even  expressed  their  satisfaction  with  the 
voyage. 

Yet  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that,  owing 
to  the  impossibility  of  finding  such  a  ship 
as  was  desired  at  the  time  when  it  was 
wanted,  and  the  difficulty  of  refusing  emi- 
grants who  had  presented  themselves  with- 
out proper  previous  notice  and  were  anx- 
ious to  go,  the  number  sent  in  some  ves- 
sels has  been  undesirably  large.  But  how 
far  this  may  have  affected  the  health  of  the 
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emigrants,  is  not  clearly  proved,  and  opin- 
ions differ. 

With  regard  to  accommodations  in  Li- 
beria, it  is  well  known  that  the  receptacles 
built  for  a  moderate  number  of  emigrants, 
several  years  since,  and  now  not  so  good 
as  new,  have  been  insufficient  for  the  num- 
ber of  emigrants  lately  sent,  and  the  agent 
has  been  obliged  to  supply  the  deficiency 
as  he  could,  by  hiring  buildings  which 
were  private  property  ;  and  it  has  some- 
times been  difficult  to  procure  such  as  he 
desired.  With  respect  to  the  amount  of 
injury  or  discomfort  from  this  source, 
accounts  differ,  and  we  have  not  now  the 
means  of  deciding. 

Finally,  it  is  certain  that  the  continued 
life,  health,  and  happiness  of  emigrants 
depends  more  on  their  own  character  and 
conduct  than  on  all  other  causes  put  to- 
gether. There  has  been  very  little  sick- 
ness and  but  few  deaths  among  those  who, 
under  the  advice  of  the  physician,  have 
taken  proper  care  of  themselves. 

On  board  the  Sophia  Walker  there  was 
an  unusual  amount  of  sickness  and  death, 
owing  to  the  bad  quality  of  water,  which 
became  bad  on  the  voyage.  The  cause  of 
this  change  is  not  yet  ascertained.  It  was 
certainly  not  owing,  a*  some  have  al- 
leged, to  the  bad  preparation  of  casks,  as 
the  same  change  occurred  in  casks  which 
had  been  proved  good  by  the  experience 
of  several  years. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  believe 
that  the  Executive  Officers  of  the  Society 
have  faithfully  endeavored  to  conduct  emi- 
gration with  all  due  regard,  not  only  to 
economy,  but  also  to  the  welfare  of  emi- 
grants ;  and  that  experience  has  enabled 
them  to  make  many  important  improve- 
ments, and  will  enable  them  to  make 
others. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the 
committee, 

Joseph  Tract, 

Chairman. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Haight,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Emigration  be  published  in  the 
African  Repository,  and  other  colonization 
papers. 

Rev.  Mr.  Gurley  stated  that  he  desired 
to  present  three  resolutions,  which  he 
thought  of  some  importance,  but  as  we 
were  near  the  close  of  the  session,  he 
would  merely  ask  that  they  be  received 
and  laid  upon  the  table,  unless  some  gen- 
tleman should  deem  it  important  to  move 


their  adoption.  After  some  exchange  of 
opinion,  the  resolutions  were  received,  a* 
follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  union  of  the  Northern 
and  Southern  sections  of  the  United  States, 
in  efforts  for  the  establishment  of  christian 
communities  of  voluntary  free  colored 
emigrants  in  Africa,  tends  to  strengthen 
and  perpetuate  the  political  ties  which 
make  us  one  nation,. and  to  advance  the 
highest  interests  of  all  classes  of  our  popu- 
lation. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this 
meeting,  such  united  endeavors  by  citizens 
of  the  Northern  and  Southern  States  most 
effectually  tend  to  adjust  and  settle  all  sec- 
tional excitement  and  injurious  agitation 
in  regard  to  our  colored  population,  and 
to  rescue  Africa  from  the  ignorance,  super- 
stition, and  bondage  in  which  she  has  for 
ages  been  enthralled. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  highly  important 
that  the  friends,  agents,  and  other  repre- 
sentatives of  this  Society  should  seek,  in 
their  discourses  and  writings,  to  separate 
its  one  simple  and  grand  purpose  from 
all  questions  likely  to  create  distrust  or 
angry  controversies  between  the  North 
and  the  South,  and  to  present  the  cause  in 
such  a  light  of  unquestionable  and  enlarged 
benevolence  as  must  commend  it  to  the 
reason  and  just  confidence  and  regard  of 
both. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory,  it  was 
unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board 
be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  Society 
for  the  able  and  impartial  manner  in  which 
he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  chair 
on  this  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Board 
be  also  presented  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Board,  the  Executive  Committee,  and  other 
Officers,  for  their  important  services  to  the 
cause. 

The  minutes  were  then  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  the 
third  Tuesday  in  January,  1856,  at  12 
o'clock  M. 

The  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer  by 
Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley. 

John  H.  B.  Latrobe, 

President  Jl.  C.  S. 

D.  M.  R.eese,  Secretary. 

J.  W.  Lugenbeel,  .ftsst.  Secretary. 
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ADDRESSES  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


Address  of  Governor  Dutton. 
—0 


Address  of  Governor  Dutton,  of  Connecticut, 

At  the  33th  Anniversary  of  the  A.  C.  S.,  January  16.   1855. 


Mr.  President  :  I  know  of  no  way 
in  which  I  can  better  justify  myself  for 
occupying  a  small  portion  of  the  time  of 
this  audience,  than  by  presenting  some 
reasons  why  this  Society  deserves  a  greater 
degree  of  confidence,  and  is  entitled  to  a 
warmer  support,  than  it  has  ever  done 
before. 

The  first  reason  which  I  shall  suggest, 
is,  the  judicious  and  impartial  course 
which  it  has  pursued,  in  the  recent  exci- 
ted state  of  the  public  mind  on  the  subject 
of  slavery.  The  agitation  of  that  subject 
will,  as  a  matter  of  course,  always,  to  some 
extent,  embarrass  the  operations  of  this 
Society — the  public  mind  has,  of  late,  as 
we  all  know,  been  more  sensitive  on  this 
exciting  topic  than  ever  before.  At  the 
South,  a  strong  jealousy  has  prevailed, 
lest  an  institution,  which  they  consider 
exclusively  their  own,  should  be  dis- 
turbed, theh-  peace  destroyed  and  their 
safety  endangered,  by  the  zeal  of  its  en- 
emies in  other  parts  of  the  Union.  At  the 
North,  a  universal  alarm  has  prevailed, 
lest  slavery  should  invade  territory  hitherto 
free,  and  lest  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  wielded  by  the  friends  of 
the  peculiar  institution.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances your  Society,  Mr.  President, 
has  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  its  way, 
you  do  not  meddle  with  the  question, 
whether  slavery  shall  be  abolished,  or 
whether  it  shall  be  perpetuated  ;  whether 
it  shall  be  restricted  within  narrower  lim- 
its, or  shall  be  allowed  to  pervade  a  wider 
sphere — you  do  not  consider  yourselves  a 
tribunal  before  whom  men  are  to  be 
brought  to  be  tried  and  punished  for  tneir 
offences — your  work  is  one  of  philanthro- 
py, not  of  censure.  The  agitation  of  those 
questions  which  convulse  the  Union  and 
in  the  opinion  of  some  threaten  its  disso- 
lution, does  not  diminish  the  number  or 
relieve  the  wretchedness  of  those  whose 
degradation  excites  your  pity — you  do 
not  even  inquire,  whether  this  agitation  is 
justifiable  or  not — on  this  subject  you  leave 
men  to  think  and  act  as  they  please.  You 
see  a  numerous  class,  scattered  through 
the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land,  who 
are  free  without  the  privileges  of  freedom  ; 
whose  numbers  are  continually  increasing, 
and  whose  condition  here  is  without  hope 
of  improvement.  It  is  difficult  to  decide, 
whether  their  condition  at  the  South  or  at 
the  North  is  most  to  be  deprecated.  In 
slaveholdir.g  States  they  have  fewer  privi- 
leges, but  they  enjoy  a  climate  more  con- 
genial  to  their  physical  nature,  and  they 


are  less  isolated  in  their  condition.  In  the 
non  slaveholding  States,  they  feel  the  bane- 
ful influence  of  a  prejudice,  which, 
whether  well  founded  or  not,  deprives 
them  of  many  rights,  and  banishes  them 
from  the  society  of  those  among  whom 
they  dwell.  They  are  also  exposed  to  the 
destructive  influence  of  an  uncongenial  cli- 
mate, which  reduces  their  numbers  and 
threatens  them  with  extinction  Your  So- 
ciety, sir,  does  not  stop  to  enquire,  whether 
they  are,  or  are  not,  suffering  injustice  at 
the  hands  of  their  fellow-men.  They  are 
equally  entitled  to  commiseration,  and  to 
relieve  their  miseries  will  be  equally  meri- 
torious, whether  they  are  victims  of  op- 
pression, or  are  only  suffering  from  the 
mysterious  visitations  of  Providence.  You 
are  in  no  situation  to  punish  their  oppres- 
sors if  they  are  suffering  wrongfully,  nor 
to  elevate  their  condition,  so  long  as  they 
remain  where  they  are.  But  you  have 
discovered  a  way,  by  which  all  the  ends  of 
benevolence  will  be  accomplished,  without 
disturbing  any  section  of  the  Union,  and 
by  means  of  which  both  the  white  and  the 
colored  race  will  receive  immediate  relief. 
The  way  is  one  which  it  required  no  ge- 
nius to  discover,  but  which  needs  only  to 
be  stated  to  be  approved.  It  is  the  plain 
and  obvious  way  of  restoring  the  free  col- 
ored race  to  the  land  of  their  nativity — 
there  is  unoccupied  •  territories  enough 
there  to  accommodate  them  all  ;  a  climate 
calculated  to  ensure  life  and  health,  and  a 
soil  fertile  enough  to  sustain  them  and 
their  posterity. 

Another  reason  is,  that  this  Society  is 
truly  of  a  national  character — many  of  the 
benevolent  associations  of  the  day  are  ne- 
cessarily sectional.  Their  operations  are 
limited  to  certain  portions  of  the  country, 
and,  however  praiseworthy,  are  not  cal- 
culated to  foster  a  national  spirit.  But  I 
understand,  sir,  that  every  State  in  the 
Union  has  already  received  benefits  from 
this  Society,  and  has  an  interest  in  its  fu- 
ture efforts.  In  the  present  excited  state 
of  the  public  mind  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very, something  is  wanted  to  allay  the 
bitterness  of  feeling  which  sectional  inter- 
ests and  jealousies  are  calculated  to  create. 
Nothing  is  so  well  adapted  to  promote 
harmony,  as  for  all  parties  to  be  engaged 
together  in  some  great  work  of  benevo- 
lence. Love  and  malice  cannot  dwell  to- 
gether in  the  same  breast.  Here  is  a  work 
of  philanthropy  in  which  all  can  unite. 
Here  extremes  may  meet,  without  any 
abandonment  of  their  peculiar  principles. 
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Whatever  views  men  may  entertain,  on 
the  subject  of  slavery,  whether  they  be- 
lieve as  I  do,  that  it  is  a  violation  of  the 
Jaws  of  nature,  a  blight  and  a  curse,  pro- 
ductive of  evil  and  only  of  evil  continually, 
the  continuance  of  which  for  a  moment, 
nothing  would  justify,  but  a  well  grounded 
apprehension  of  the  substitution  of  greater 
evils  by  an  attempt  to  abolish  it,  or 
whether  they  regard  it  as  some  profess  to 
do,  as  an  institution  sanctioned  by  God 
himself,  and  constituting  the  best  condition 
of  society,  in  one  thing,  it  seems  to  me  all 
must  agree,  that  the  residence  of  free  col- 
ored persons  in  this  country,  is  undesira- 
ble both  to  themselves  and  to  the  whites, 
and  that  their  removal  would  bea  national 
blessing.  I  regard  it,  sir,  as  peculiarly 
proper  that  this  Society  should  hold  its 
annual  meetings  in  the  capitol  of  the  nation 
and  during  the  session  of  the  National  Le- 
gislature, that  that  body  may  have  cogni- 
zance of  its  proceedings. 

This  Society,  sir,  is  also  national  in 
another  respect — it  has  no  community  of 
interest  in  feeling,  with  any  of  the  various 
parties  which  divide  up  our  population. 
We  stand  hereon  a  platform  broad  enough 
to  hold  men  of  every  religious  creed  and 
of  every  political  faith.  It  is  not  a  Balti- 
more platform  or  Syracuse  platform  or  any 
of  the  political  platforms.  We  need  not 
stop  to  enquire  whether  the  man  who  takes 
Ins  position  here,  is  a  Democrat  or  a 
Whig  ;  an  anti-slavery  man  or  a  pro-sla- 
very man  ;  a  Know  Something  or  a 
Know  Nothing  ;  if  he  is  a  genuine  phi- 
lanthropist, we  will  hail  him  as  a  brother. 

Another  reason,  Mr.  President,  why  this 
Society  should  be  patronised,  and  encour- 
aged to  press  its  claims  upon  our  National 
Legislature,  is,  that  the  character  of  our 
nation  is  suffering  and  deservedly  suffer- 
ing, in  the  eyes  of  the  civilized  world,  for 
Us  treatment  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia. 
It  is  incomprehensible  to  many,  why  our 
Government  should  not  have  been  the  first 
to  acknowledge  her  independence.  It  was 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  similarity  of 
h  r  condition  with  that  of  our  own  Repub- 
lic, in  the  days  of  her  infancy,  the  recol- 
lection  of  the  pleasure  which   the  recogni- 

ti f  our  independence  gave,  and  theen- 

couragementandaid  which  it  afforded,  and 
especially  the  fact  that  the  Colonists  of  Li- 
beria were  once  inhabitants  of  this  coun- 
try, would  have  prompted  early  action  on 
the  part  of  our  Government.  Instead  of 
this  course,  an  example  has  been  set  by 
others,  and  we  Still  hesitate  about  follow- 
ing it.  Aristocratic  England,  Imperial 
France,  Despotic  Prussia,  Monarchical 
Belgium,  and  Slaveholding  Brazil,  have 
all   voluntarily    and  freely    stept  forward 

4 


and  taken  the  young  Republic  by  the  hand 
and  introduced  her  into  the  family  of  na- 
tions, while  Republican  America  stands 
r  aloof.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the  honor  of 
the  nation,  that  some  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  this  course  may  yet  be  given. 

I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that  our  public 
servants   have   misapprehended  the  views 
and  wishes  of  their    constituents    on  this 
subject.     I  am  satisfied  that  the  great  body 
of  the   people,  are   prepared    not   only  to 
hail     the    acknowledgment   of  the   Inde- 
pendence of  Liberia  as  a  just   and    noble 
I  act,  but  to  approve  of  a  liberal  appropria- 
!  tion,  to  aid    the   beneficent  efforts  of  this 
1  Society.     That  Congress  has  the  constitu- 
■  tional  power  to  make  such  an  appropria- 
tion, has  been    demonstrated  before  you, 
j  Mr.  President,  by  high  judicial  authority. 
:  That  it   will  take  an  early  opportunity,  to 
appropriate  some  of  the  surplus  money  in 
the    Treasury    to    such    a    great    national 
object,  is  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be 
wished. 

Liberia,  Mr.  President,  deserves  to  have 
her    independence     acknowledged.      She 
j  planted  herself  on  the  extreme  limit  of  a 
j  vast  continent,  relying  upon  the  conquer- 
ing  power  of  love  to   man,   and  on  aid 
!  from  One  who  is  able  to  save — although 
I  attacked    by  savage   tribes,  instigated  by 
the  fiends  who  traffic  in    human  flesh  and 
blood  ,  she  has    hitherto    sustained  herself 
and  may  now  be  regarded  as  sale     When 
I  we  compare  what  she  has  done  with  what 
|  other  colonies  have  accomplished,  we  do 
J  not  take  into  the   account,  the  disadvan- 
tages under  which  she  has  labored.     We 
j  forget  that  a  large  proportion    of  the  col- 
j  onists,  had  been  kept  here  in  a  state  of  ig- 
I  norance  and   dependence  ;  that  they  were 
j  called  on  to  discharge  the  duties  of  free- 
men and   legislators,    without  having  ob- 
i  tained  the  usual   qualifications,  and  with- 
j  out  having   the   advantage  of  experience. 
j  They  were  also  called  on  to  make  and  ad- 
!  minister  laws  not  only  for  themselves  but 
for    a     much    larger    native    population, 
wholly    unacquainted  with   the  usages  of 
civilized   society.     From    being   under   a 
state  of  tutilage  themselves,  they  were  sud- 
denly placed  in  the  condition  of  guardians 
and  conservators  of  others.    Notwithstand- 
ing this,  wise  laws  have  been  enacted  and 
enforced  ;    free    institutions    established, 
and  all    the  functions  of  government  ad- 
ministered in  a  highly   satisfactory  man- 
ner.    Not    a    colony  which    was  planted 
on  our  Atlantic  coast,  made   such  rapid 
progress. 

The  disclosures  which  have  been  recent- 
ly made  in  our  courts  of  justice,  and  in 
publications,  in  which,  according  to  the 
taste  of  the  day,  the  authors  proclaim  their 
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own  crimes,  and  glory  in  their  shame, 
showing  that  the  slave  trade  is  still  carried 
on  to  an  alarming  extent,  is  another  reason 
for  sustaining  this  Society.  If  these  dis1- 
closures  can  be  credited,  the  plague-spot 
is  to  be  found  even  in  New  York  and 
Boston.  Men  are  to  be  found  in  those 
cities  rolling  in  wealth,  and  setting  perni- 
cious examples  of  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance, from  the  fruits  of  this  worst  of  pi- 
racy. Will  not  these  facts  startle  our  Na- 
tional Councils,  and  urge  them  to  speedy 
action?  Jf  they  suffer  the  laws  of  the 
country  to  be  thus  violated,  can  they  es- 
cape the  condemnation  and  contempt  of 
the  civilized  world?  Who  can  read,  in  a 
work  designed  to  apologize  for  the  traffic, 
the  sickening  details  of  the  manner  in 
which,  at  the  present  day,  a  slave-ship  is 
freighted  ;  of  the  terror  that  seizes  the 
helpless  victims  of  brute  force,  when  the 
slave  merchants  visit  a  native  village  ;  of 
the  abandonment  of  husbands  and  fathers, 
for  the  sake  of  gain,  of  every  feeling 
which  distinguishes  a  man  from  a  brute, 
without  determining,  if  possible,  to  make 
new  efforts  to  put  a  stop  to  such  atrocities? 
Are  we  to  infer  from  these  disclosures  that 
the  vessels  of  war  stationed  on  the  African 
coast  are  to  be  withdrawn  ?  Certainly 
not.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  where- 
ever  a  colony  has  been  planted  on  the 
coast,  this  infernal  traffic  has  been  sup- 
pressed. The  only  legitimate  conclusion 
that  can  be  drawn  is,  that  it  is  by  the 
combined  efforts  of  a  naval  force  and  Col- 
onization that  the  slave-trade  is  to  be  stop- 
ped. One  tithe  of  the  expense  which  is 
now  deluging  Europe  with  blood  would 
plant  a  colony  on  every  head-land,  and 
station  a  vessel  of  war  at  the  mouth  of 
every  inlet  and  harbor  on  the  coast,  and 
thus  prevent  the  erection  of  a  single  bara- 
coon. 

Mr.  President,  let  me  urge  another  rea- 
son why  a  strong  effort  should  be  made 
at  the  present  peculiar  condition  of  the 
world  in  favor  of  this  cause.  There  never 
was  so  favorable  an  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting a  contrast  between  great  public 
objects,  prosecuted  on  one  side  by  the 
deadly  agency  of  war,  and  on  the  other 
by  the  benign  influence  of  peace.  More 
than  half  Europe  is  now  engaged  in  a  most 
fearful  struggle.  Never  before  have  the 
shocking  details  of  the  battle  field  been 
exhibited  in  such  a  revolting  light ;  never 
before  has  the  destruction  of  life  by  con- 
tending armies  had  so  much  the  appear- 
ance of  wanton,  deliberate  murder  ;  never 
before  has  there  been  so  little  of  what  is 
noble  and  praiseworthy  in  motive  or  deed, 
to  draw  off  the  attention  from  what  is 
brutal  and    degrading.     Is   is  difficult  for 


most  men  to  understand  the  cause  of  this 
expenditure  of  money  and  life,  and  they 
are  disposed  to  enquire,  with  Wordsworth's 
simple-minded  little  Wilhelmine,  "  What 
did  they  kill  each  other  for?"  We  shall 
be  told,  I  suppose,  that  it  is  to  protect  the 
rights  of  a  portion  of  the  human  race. 
Never  before  did  a  work  of  benevolence 
present  such  a  hideous  appearance.  But 
let  us  allow  the  claim.  If  we  can  secure 
the  happiness  of  another  portion  of  the 
race,  having  stronger  claims  upon  us  than 
the  Turks  have  upon  the  English  or 
French,  by  improving  property,  by  saving 
life,  and  promoting  civilization  and  Chris- 
tianity, ought  we  not  to  do  it?  There  is 
danger  that  benevolence,  if  it  resorts  alone 
to  Minie  rifles  and  Colt's  pistols  to  accom- 
plish its  objects,  will  not  be  identified,  and 
will  be  mistaken  for  something  else. 

Mr.  President,  there  never  was  so  fa- 
vorable a  time  for  an  effort  in  the  cause  of 
humanity.  Civilization  has  advanced 
more  rapidly  within  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century  than  ever  before.  Barbarism  has 
remained  stationary,  or  retrograded.  The 
power  of  the  former  to  overcome  the  re- 
sistance of  the  latter,  is,  therefore,  greater 
than  ever  before,  while  the  result  of  suc- 
cess is  to  the  same  extent  proportionably 
more  important. 

The  contact  of  the  two  is  also  safer  than 
ever  before.  It  has  been  too  often  the 
case  that  the  vices  of  civilization  have  to 
a  great  degree  counteracted  the  effects  of 
its  improvements,  and  that,  as  in  the  case  of 
of  our  first  parents  tasting  of  the  tree  of 
knowledge,  has  to  the  savage,  been  the 
precursor  of  death.  While  philanthropy 
has  extended  to  him  the  waters  of  life, 
avarice  has  followed,  presenting  the  poi- 
soned cup.  But  now  that  great  moral 
reformation,  which  is  extending  its  benign 
influence  so  rapidly  over  the  whole  civi- 
lized world,  will  give  its  protection  to 
those  who  are  just  learning  the  rudiments 
of  civilization  and  Christianity. 

Mr.  President,  the  proof  that  is  continual- 
ly augmenting,  that  the  colored  race  is  not 
necessarily  inferior  to  ilie  whiles  in  intellect- 
ual and  moral  powers,  furnishes  the  friends 
of  this  Society  with  another  motive  for  per- 
severing effort.  Not  a  year  passes  which 
does  not  exhibit  among  them  instances  Of 
strong  mental  faculties,  and  of  high  mora! 
attainments.  l'his  never  would  be  dis- 
ease if  there  was  any  physical  weakness  as- 
sociated with  the  color  of  the  skin.  All 
the  analogies  of  nature  are  opposed  to  any 
such  idea.  A  dark  soil  indicates  to  the 
husbandman  fertility,  and  a  light-colored 
one  barrenness.  Che  blackest  jet  is  capa- 
ble of  as  high  a  polish  as  the  whitest  ala- 
baster,    The   Roman  poet,  who  excelled 
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all  others  in  his  observations  on  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  earth,  warns  us 

':  Niinium  ne  crede  colon  ; 
Alba  ltgustra  caduut,  vaccinia  nigra  leguntur." 

To  color  do  not  trust ; 
White  fruits  are  left  to  fall  off  and  decay, 
While  blackberries  are  pick'd  and  borne  away. 

Africa,  Mr.  President,  is  too  fine  a  conti- 
nent to  remain  any  longer  a  waste.  A  rich 
soil  and  a  tropical  sun  will  enable  it  to 
produce  in  abundance  all  the  drugs,  spices, 
and  fruits  for  which  the  world  now  de- 
pends on  the  East  and  West  Indies.  No 
quarter  of  the  globe  can  vie  with  it  in  com- 
mercial advantages.  It  only  needs  an  in- 
telligent arid  enterprising  population  to 
secure  a  large  share  of  the  trade  which 
now  takes  a  devious  and  dangerous  course 
round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Mr.  President,  the  rest  of  the  world 
owes  a  debt  to  Africa  which  ought  to  be 
recognized.  It  has  now  run  over  3,000 
years,  and  there  is  danger  of  its  being  out- 
lawed. In  tracing  the  history  of  the  world 
to  the  most  remote  antiquity,  Africa  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  mother  of  the  arts 
and  sciences,  and  to  have  carried  them  to 
a  high  degree  of  perfection.  Many  a 
modern  genius  has  made,  as  he  supposed, 
a  wonderful  new  invention,  but  has  found 
to  his  mortification  that  it  is  as  old  as  the 
Catacombs  of  Egypt,  and  that  if  he 
should  apply  for  a  patent,  his  right  might 
be  disputed  by  a  mummy.  Africa  alone 
has  preserved  and  transmitted  to  us  actual 
exhibits  of  persons,  articles,  and  customs, 
that  existed  more  than  thirty  centuries  ago. 
From  Africa  the  light  of  science  penetrated 
Greece,  and  from  Greece  it  was  dissemina- 
ted through  the  rest  of  the  world.  If  Africa 
had  always  been  the  dark  region  which  it 
is  now,  who  can  tell  how  many  centuries 


the  civilization  of  Europe  would  have  been 
retarded.  Who  can  assure  us  that  instead 
of  Americans  being  assembled  to  consult 
for  the  enlightenment  of  Africa,  a  compa- 
ny of  Europeans  would  not  have  been  now 
met,  to  speculate  on  the  probability  of  find- 
ing a  new  continent  beyond  the  untried 
Atlantic  ocean?  Who  can  estimate  the 
influence  which  the  pyramids  have  had 
upon  the  progress  of  the  human  race? 
Thus  they  have  stood  for  more  than  three 
thousand  years,  the  wonder  and  admira- 
tion of  more  than  one  hundred  generations, 
a  living  proof  of  how  much  the  skill  and 
energy  and  combined  action  of  man  can  ac- 
complish. Who  can  gaze  at  those  gigan- 
tic productions  of  human  power  without 
enlarged  views  of  his  own  ability,  and  a 
more  determined  purpose  to  produce  some- 
thing which  will  last  beyond  his  own  life. 
Silently,  unconsciously, undesignedly ,  they 
also  teach,  and  have  for  ages  taught,  a 
great  moral  lesson,  that  no  monument 
raised  by  man  can  endure  the  ravages  of 
time  which  has  not  its  foundations  laid 
broad  upon  the  earth,  and  unless  it  points 
towards  heaven.  Such  a  monument,  let 
us  trust,  this  Society  is  now  erecting. 

In  all  its  physical  qualities,  Africa  is  the 
same  now  as  it  was  when  the  foundations  of 
the  pyramids  were  laid,  and  when  Thebes 
was  the  first  city  of  the  world.  The  same 
soil  is  there  which  at  a  later  day  nurtured 
the  iron  frame  of  Hannibal,  and  the  same 
vertical  rays  of  the  sun  now  scorch  the 
earth  which  filled  his  soul  with  such  fiery 
energy.  If  under  the  influence  of  civiliza- 
tion, depressed  by  heathenism,  Africa 
could  produce  a  Hannibal,  why  may  we 
not  hope  that  the  same  civilization,  ele- 
vated by  Christianity,  will  yet  give  birth 
to  a  Washington  ? 


Address  of  Commander  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  N. 

At  the  38th  Anniversary,  January  16,  1855. 


Mr.  President — I  cannot  plead  phys- 
ical debility,  as  the  worthy  Governor  of 
my  own  State  has  done  in  the  exordium 
of  his  logical,  classical  and  perspicuous  ad- 
dress, even  should  I  fail  in  making  or  in 
sustaining  good  points  while  advocating 
the  cause  of  African  Colonization.  On 
other  grounds,  however,  I  can  claim  the  in- 
dulgence of  this  audience,  for  you,  Mr. 
President,  will  bear  me  witness,  that  when 
invited  last  evening,  to  participate  in  the 
exercises  on  this  occasion  I  declined  for 
want  of  preparation  ;  and  even  to-day, 
when  the  request  was  renewed,  I  replied 
categorically,  positively,  and  unequivocally, 
no  !  But  called  upon  now  for  the  third 
time,  I  yield  to  the  importunity,  with 
the  hope,  that  personal  knowledge  and  ex- 


perience, with  an  array  of  facts  which 
are  the  strongest  arguments,  will  compen- 
sate in  a  measure  for  the  want  of  a  care- 
fully prepared  address. 

Colonies  have  been  founded  in  different 
ages  from  a  multiplicity  of  motives.  There 
have  been  penal  colonies — mUitary  colo- 
nies, and  colonies  established,  as  in  the 
early  settlements  of  parts  of  our  own 
country,  from  religious  and  political  con- 
siderations. In  penal  colonies  a  new  ele- 
ment characterizes  the  modern  system,  the 
object  being  not  merely  to  remove  the 
criminal  but  to  reform  him.  It  is  a  great 
result  in  this  respect,  that  in  Australia, 
there  are  now  powerful  communities,  rich 
with  the  highest  elements  of  civilization, 
constituted  to  a  great  extent  of  those  wh> 
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otherwise,  as  the  children  of  criminals, 
would  have  been  horn  to  cells  and  stripes, 
if  not  brandings  and  gibbets,  as  their  in- 
heritance. 

In  this  age,  especially  in  our  own  coun- 
try, we  are  called  to  the  noble  task  of  pre- 
venting rather  than  punishing  ;  of  raising- 
society  from  the  pollution  of  vice  rather 
than  curing  or  expelling  it.  This  higher 
effort,  which  is  natural  to  the  spirit  of 
Christianity,  should  have  accompanied  it 
everywhere  ;  a  nation  is  responsible  for  its 
inhabitants,  and  ought  to  master  whatever 
tends  to  crime  among  them.  Those  whom 
it  sends  abroad  ought  to  be  its  citizens,  not 
its  reprobates.  It  owes  to  the  world,  that 
the  average  amount  of  virtue  in  it  accom- 
pany its  transferred  communities,  so  that 
the  world  does  not  suffer  by  the  transfer- 
rence.  This  ought  to  be  the  case  when  a 
race,  like  the  free  African,  is  transported 
to  a  location  more  suitable  ;and  we  believe 
that  the  higher  and  the  better  motives  have 
characterized  the  American  Colonization 
Society  in  its  effort  of  returning  the  negro 
race  to  its  own  land  ;  we  believe  that  the 
transfer  of  that  race  to  its  more  suitable 
locality  is  mainly  an  effort  of  philanthropic, 
benevolence.  Its  motives,  however,  excel 
in  degree,  not  in  kind.  The  same  induce- 
ments which  at  all  times  influenced  colo- 
nizing measures,  have  had  their  place, 
with  more  or  less  force,  in  these  schemes. 
In  deriving  support  for  them  it  has  been 
necessary  to  appeal  to  every  motive,  and 
seek  assistance  by  every  inducement. 

In  presenting  the  claims  of  colonization, 
the  increase  of  national  prosperity,  the 
promotion  of  national  commerce,  the  relief 
of  national  difficulties,  the  preservation  of 
national  quiet  by  the  exodus  of  this  race, 
have  all  been  urged  in  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country  and  on  different  orders 
of  men.  But  notwithstanding  this  appeal 
to  the  selfishness  of  human  nature,  the 
best  and  holiest  principles  were  put  prom- 
inently forward,  and  men  of  correspond- 
ing character  called  forth  to  direct  them. 
They  were  truly  efforts  of  Christianity, 
throwing  its  solid  intelligence  and  earnest 
affections  into  action  for  the  conquest  of  a 
continent,  by  returning  the  Africans  to 
their  home,  and  making  this  conquest  a 
work  of  faith  and  labor  of  love. 

The  slavery  imported  and  grafted  on 
this  country  by  foreign  political  suprema- 
cy, when  the  country  was  helpless,  has 
been  subjected  to  a  trial  never  undergone 
by  such  an  institution  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world.  An  enemy  held  dominion 
where  slavery  existed,  and  while  the  mas- 
ters were  called  upon  to  fight  for  their  own 
political  independence,  there  was  oppor- 
tunity for  the  slave  to  revolt  or  escape  if 


such  had  been  his  wish.  Those  who  are 
not  acquainted  with  the  ties  uniting  the 
slave  to  his  master's  household,  and  the 
interest  he  feels  in  his  master's  welfare, 
would  expect  that  when  a  hostile  army  was 
present  to  rescue  and  defend  them,  the 
whole  slave  population  would  rise  with 
eager  fury  to  avenge  their  subjection,  or 
with  eager  hope  to  escape  from  it.  But 
the  historical  truth  is,  that  very  few  indeed 
of  the  colored  men  of  the  United  States, 
whether  slave  or  free,  joined  the  English 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Thus  the  im- 
pression, that  the  position  and  influence  of 
i  he  negro  in  society  would  forever  check 
the  republican  spirit  and  keep  the  coun- 
try in  dependence,  frustrated  the  recorded 
expectation  of  those  who  forced  this  evil 
upon  a  reluctant  people. 

The  small  number  of  colored  persons 
who  did  join  the  English,  produced  no 
slight  difficulty.  That  smsl!  number  ought 
perhaps  to  have  been  easily  amalgamated 
somehow  or  other,  with  the  vast  amount 
of  ihe  English  population  ;  that  this  did 
not  happen,  and  did  not  seem  possible,  is 
perfectly  evident  ;  either  color,  character, 
or  position,  or  something  else  which  it  is 
for  the  English  people  to  explain,  prevent- 
ed this.  Many  of  them  were  found  in  the 
lanes  and  dens  of  vice,  in  London,  there 
combining  incumbrance,  nuisance  and 
danger.  This  condition  of  things,  excited 
the  attention  of  Granville  Sharpe  and  other 
English  philanthropists,  and  led  to  the 
foundation  of  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone. 
Great  Britain  found  herself  hampered  on 
a  subsequent  occasion  with  the  charve  of 
a  few  hundreds  of  the  maroons,  or  inde- 
pendent free  negroes  of  Jamaica.  It  was 
known  that  it  would  not  answer  to  mingle 
them  with  the  slave  population  of  that 
island.  They  were  sent  to  Sierra  Leone 
and  afterwards  constituted  the  most  wor- 
thy part  of  its  population. 

Similar  difficulties  have  pressed  with  a 
manifold  weight  on  society  in  this  coun- 
try: Jefferson,  with  other  distinguished 
statesmen,  endeavored  to  remedy  them.  A 
suitable  location  in  the  lands  of  the  West 
was  sought  after  for  the  settlement  of  the 
free  negroes.  The  Portuguese  govern- 
ment was  also  sounded  for  the  acquisition 
of  some  place  in  South  America.  But 
these  schemes  were  comparatively  value- 
less, for  they  wanted  the  main  requisite, 
that.  Africa  itself  should  share  in  the  un- 
dertaking. Christian  benevolence  now 
looked  abroad  upon  the  face  of  the  world 
to  examine  its  condition  and  its  wants. 
Africa  was  seen  looming  up  in  the  dis- 
tance, dark,  gloomy,  and  vast  and  hope- 
less— with  Egyptian  darkness  upon  it — 
"  darkness  that  might   be  felt;"  while  na- 
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tions,    professedly   christian,  plundered  it 
with    an   ex'ent   and    atrocity  of  rapine, 
such  as    never  elsewhere   had  been  seen. 
Africa,    therefore,    became   the   object   of1 
deep  interest  to  the  christian  philanthropy 
of  this  country-,  and  all  things  concurred  j 
to  brine;  out  some   great  enterprize  for  its  i 
benefit  and  that  of  the  African  race  in  the  i 
United  States.     After  repeated  efforts  and 
failures,  a  plan  was    matured  ;  a  meeting 
was  called  in  this  city  on  the  25th  of  De- 1 
cember,  1816,  and   the  American  Coloni-  i 
zation  Society  was  formed  with  the  resolu- 
tion   to    be   free,   and   christian   and    na- 
tional. 

There  was  peace  in  the  world.  Society 
was  awakening  to  a  remorseful  consider- 
ation of  the  iniquities  which  had  been 
practiced  on  the  African  race  in  their 
own  land,  and  upon  the  same  population 
in  this.  The  gradual  emancipation  of 
slaves,  as  favored  by  Jefferson  and  others 
in  the  early  days  of  the  republic,  was  dis- 
cussed. But  the  objects  sought  in  the 
formation  of  the  Colonization  Society, 
were  the  removal  and  benefit  of  the  free 
colored  population,  together  with  such 
slaves  as  might  have  freedom  extended  to 
them  with  the  view  of  settlement  in  Africa. 
And  thus  the  work  of  forming  an  African 
nation  in  Africa,  with  republican  feel- 
ings, impressions  and  privileges,  was  com- 
menced. 

A  faithful  history  would  furnish  a  dark 
sh;tdy  as  well  as  a  sunny  side  ;  pestilence 
and  war,  suffering  and  death,  marked  the 
early  history  of  our  African  Colony.  In 
the  year  1837,  fifteen  years  from  the  settle- 
ment at  Cape  Mesurado,  there  were  four 
distinct  associations  at  work  in  Liberia; 
each  with  its  own  little  colony  established 
in  such  spots  as  chance  seems  to  have  di- 
rected. There  was  a  mass  of  conflicting 
or  disconnected  organizations,  with  separate 
sources  of  authority  and  separate  systems 
of  management,  without  common  head  or 
common  spirit.  Each  colony  was  isolated 
amid  encompassing  barbarism,  and  far 
more  likely,  if  left  to  itself,  to  fall  back 
under  the  power  of  that  which  surrounded 
it,  than  to  establish  good  policy  or  civili- 
zation among  the  savage  African  commu- 
nities with  which  they  were  brought  in 
contact.  In  this  state  of  things  the  Amer- 
ican Colonization  Society,  after  consulting 
with  the  State  Societies,  drew  up  a  common 
constitution  for  the  colonies  and  established 
the  commonwealth  of  Liberia.  After  an 
efficient  administration,  during  which  the 
people  had  begun  to  be  the  government, 
it  was  there,  even  among  colored  people, 
shown,  that  human  nature  has  capacity  for 
;ts  highest  ends  on  earth,  and  there  is  no 
difficulty  or  mystery  in  governing  society. 


which  men  of  common  sense  or  common 
honesty  cannot  overcome.  Governor 
Buchana^  died  in  harness.  Then  and 
there  was  a  remarkable  man  withdrawn 
from  the  world.  His  character  and  his 
i  eulogium  may  be  found  in  his  deeds — they 
j  have  a  voice  to  tell  their  own  tale.  It  is 
well  known  that  Roberts,  a  colored  man, 
the  present  President  of  Liberia,  succeeded 
Buchanan  as  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth; this  totally  separated  and  individ- 
ualized the  African  race  as  the  managers 
of  local  affairs,  and  made,  as  to  internal 
concerns,  all  things  their  own. 

The  physical,  material,  and  political  re- 
sources or  agencies  were  small.  A  few 
men,  in  a  distant  land,  had  taken  no  the 
subject  of  African  colonization  amidst  the 
national  strifes,  political  controversies,  and 
gigantic  enterprises  of  a  mighty  nation, 
and  held  fast  to  it.  A  few  of  pre-eminent 
generosity  surrendered  their  slaves,  or 
wealth,  or  personal  endeavors  to  forward 
it.  No  one  could  stand  on  Cape  Messu- 
rado  and  see  the  intermingled  churches  and 
houses  ;  the  broad  expanses  of  interior 
waters,  bordered  by  residences,  and  see 
a  people,  elevated  far,  very  far,  to  say 
the  least,  above  those  of  their  color  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  without  the  con- 
sciousness that  a  great  work  was  begun. 
■  It  indicated  a  great  fact  in  tlie  history  of 
the  negro  race  ;  and  it  may  be  presumed 
that  now  the  tidings  are  circulating  through 
the  depths  of  the  interior  that  peace  has 
come  from  the  West,  and  that  an  African 
people  has  returned  to  bless  their  old  dark 
continent  with  light  and  truth. 

Liberia  as  a  commonwealth  was  in  the 
eyes  of  national  law  no  government.  The 
colony  was  founded  by  individuals  in  the 
United  States,  not  by  the  government, 
therefore  the  United  States  could  not  af- 
ford the  necessary  protection  when  the 
right  to  extend  jurisdiction,  regulate  trade, 
and  substitute  fixed  duties,  should  be 
claimed  by  the  Liberia ns.  For  these  and 
other  evils  with  which  Liberia  was  op- 
pressed, independence  was  the  only  reme- 
dy. Individuals  from  all  sections  of  our 
country,  bearing  on  them  the  imperial 
character  of  their  nation,  had  transmitted 
it  by  the  dark-skinned  race  to  vivify  with 
liberty  and  self-government  the  great  slave- 
land  of  the  world.  This  was  perhaps  an 
honor  higher  than  they  aimed  at.  The 
few  judicious  men  of  Liberia  saw  the 
necessity  of  making  the  experiment.  The 
outlines  of  a  constitution,  as  far  as  that 
already  existing  needed  modification,  were 
borrowed  from  that  of  the  United  States. 
A  declaration  of  independence  was  drawn 
up  andproclaimed  in  the  year  1847  ;  and 
Robertl,  the  governor^  whose  state  »f  pu- 
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pilage  had  been  passed  under  the  master 
mind  of*  Buchanan,  was  elected  President 
of  the  Republic.  England,  France,  Prus- 
sia, Belgium,  and  Brazil,  have  successive- 
ly acknowledged  the  independence  of  Li- 
beria. 

Our  estimate  of  the  colonists  must  not 
be  conformed  to  the  standard  of  an  Ameri- 
can population.  Keeping  this  in  view, 
the  visitor  will  find  the  government  and 
the  people  presenting  an  aspect  altogether 
more  favorable  than  he  is  prepared  to  find, 
judging  them  from  their  race,  when  in 
contact  with  a  white  population.  The 
country  is  theirs  ;  they  are  lords  of  the 
soil ;  and*  in  intercourse  with  them  it  is 
soon  observed  that  they  are  free  from  that 
oppressive  sense  of  inferiority  which  mark 
the  colored  people  in  this  country.  As 
the  country  becomes  settled,  and  the  cha- 
racter of  its  diseases  better  understood, 
the  acclimating  fever  is  less  dreaded.  In 
fact  now  it  rarely  proves  fatal  when  pro- 
per attention  is  paid  to  the  sick.  This 
having  been  passed  through,  the  emi- 
grants enjoy  far  better  health  than  they 
did  in  the  extreme  north  of  our  country, 
hi  fact,  according  to  President  Roberts, 
the  number  of  deaths  in  Liberia  is  three 
per  cent,  smaller  than  in  New  England 
and  Canada  among  the  same  class  of  popu- 
lation, showing  that  a  tropical  climate  is 
better  adapted  to  their  constitution.  The 
count'-y  possesses  elementsof  great  prospe- 
rity, and  the  productions  of  the  soil  are  va- 
ried and  abundant.  It  is  the  want  of  agricul- 
tural industry  rather  tfian  the  incapacity 
of  the  country  to  yield  richly  the  fruits  of 
the  earth,  that  lias  been  the  difficulty  with 
the  Liberians.  With  well-directed  labor 
of  one  half  the  amount  required  among 
the  farmers  of  the  United  States,  a  large 
surplus  of  the  earth's  productions,  over 
the  demands  of  home  consumption,  might 
be  gathered. 

I  bow  to  authority,  and  acknowledge  al- 
legiance to  our  governor  who  has  so  elo- 
quently addressed  us.  But  you,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, can  appreciate  the  enjoyment  of  a 
military  man  on  an  occasion  like  this,  in 
the  presence  of  grave  Senators,  members 
of  the  House  and  perhaps  Cabinet  Min- 
isters, when  he  has  the  democratic  right 
of  free  speech.  In  the  exercise  of  this 
privilege,  therefore,  1  must  join  issue  with 
our  profound  jurist  and  able  scholar,  when 
he  refers  to  Cyprian  and  Hannibal  as 
being  negro  Africans.  Hannibal,  Cyprian, 
and  Terence  were  Asiatics  or  Europeans 
rather  than  Africans,  the  Great  Desert 
being  properly  the  Northern  boundary  of 
the  African  race.  In  ancient  times,  an 
African,  with  his  physical  conformation, 


would  have  created  as  great  a  sensation  at 
the  head  of  an  army, or  in  the  chairof  a  pro- 
fessor, as  itwould  now  in  the  United  States, 
England,  or  the  Crimea. 

Let,  then,  the  black  man  be  judged 
fairly,  and  not  presumed  to  have  become, 
all  at  once  and  by  miracle,  of  a  higher 
order.  There  are  and  will  be  among 
them  men  who  are  covetous,  or  men  who 
are  tyrannical,  or  men  who  would  sacri- 
fice the  public  interests,  or  any  others,  to 
their  own  ;  men  who  now  would  go  into 
the  slave-trade  if  they. could,  or  rob  hen- 
roosts, or  intrigue  for  office,  or  pick  pockets, 
rather  than  trouble  their  heads  or  their 
hands  with  more  honorable  occupations. 
Such  things  will  be  found  in  Liberia,  not 
because  men  are  black,  but  because  men 
are  men. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  ex- 
periment in  respect  to  this  race  is  essen- 
tially a  new  one.  In  fact  it  may  be  said 
that  the  African  has  never  reached,  until 
the  settlement  of  Liberia,  a  higher  rank 
than  the  king  of  Dahomey.  No  philoso- 
pher among  them  has  caught  sight  of  the 
mysteries  of  nature  ;  no  poet  has  illus- 
trated heaven  or  earth,  or  the  life  of  man  ; 
no  statesman  has  done  anything  to  lighten 
or  brighten  the  links  of  human  policy.  In 
fact,  if  all  that  negroes  of  all  generations 
have  ever  done  were  to  be  obliterated  from 
recollection  forever,  the  world  would  lose 
no  great  truth,  no  profitable  art,  no  exem- 
plary form  of  life.  The  loss  of  all  that  is 
African,  would  offer  no  memorable  de- 
duction from  anything  but  the  earth's 
black  catalogue  of  crimes.  Africa  is  guilty 
of  the  slavery  under  which  she  has  suffer- 
ed, for  her  people  made  it  as  well  as  suf- 
fered it.  The  great  experiment,  therefore, 
is  as  to  the  effect  of  instruction  given  to 
such  a  race  from  a  higher  one.  It  has  had 
its  success  and  promises  more. 

Liberia  is  the  restoration  of  the  Afri- 
can in  his  highest  intellectual  condition  to 
that  country  in  which  his  character  had 
become  the  most  degraded.  The  question 
to  be  settled  is  whether  that  condition  can 
be  retained,  or  so  improved  that  he  may 
keep  pace  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  It 
is  a  necessary  element  in  this  proceeding 
that  he  be  self-governing.  It  is  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  this  point  that  we  look  to 
decide  the  dispute  whether  negro  races  are  to 
remain  forever  degraded  or  not.  Time  and 
patience,  however,  and  much  kind  watch- 
fulness, may  be  required  before  this  ex- 
periment can  be  deemed  conclusive.  It  is 
in  Liberia  alone  that  the  colored  man  can 
find  freedom,  and  the  incentives  to  higher 
motives  of  action  which  are  conducive  to 
virtue.     There  these  sources  of  good  are 
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found  in  abundance  for  his  race.  In  this 
country  he  can  gain  the  intelligence  of  the 
free  population,  but  is  excluded  from  the 
vivifying  motives  of  the  freeman.  In  Li- 
beria he  has  both.  Means  are  needed  to 
sustain  this  condition  of  things.  The  first 
of  these  is  religion,  which  to  a  great  de- 
gree pervades  the  community  there.  It  is 
true  that  some  of  the  lower  forms  of  a 
vivid  conception  of  spiritual  things  cha- 
racterize the  people,  but  far  preferable  is 
this  to  the  tendency  of  the  age  elsewhere, 
towards  attempting  to  bring  within  the 
scope  of  human  reason  the  higher  myste- 
ries of  faith.  The  second  is  the  school, 
which  keeps  both  intelligence  and  aspira- 
tion alive,  and  nurtures  both.  They  will 
transfer,  therefore,  what  the  United  States 
alone  exemplifies,  and  what  is  vitally  im- 
portant to  free  governments,  namely,  a 
system  of  free  public  education  in  the 
common  schools. 

Liberia  contains  a  population  exceeding 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. Not  much  more  than  one-twentieth 
of  this  number  are  American  colonists. 
Its  growth  has  been  gradual  and  healthy. 
The  government,  administered  in  its  pres- 
ent form  for  more  than  seven  years,  by 
blacks  alone,  appears  to  be  firmly  estab- 
lished. The  country  is  now  in  a  condi- 
tion to  receive  as  many  emigrants  as  the 
United  States  can  send.  To  the  colored 
man  who  regards  the  highest  interests  of 
his  children  ;  to  youna;  men  of  activity  and 
enterprise,  the  Republic  certainly  affords 
the  strongest  attractions.  We  would  not 
join  in  any  attempt  to  crush  the  aspirations 
of  any  class  of  men  in  this  country,  but 
it  is  an  actual  fact,  whatever  may  be 
thought  of  it,  that  here  the  colored  man 
has  never  risen  to  that  position  which 
every  man  should  occupy  among  his  fel- 
lows. For  suppose  the  wishes  of  the  phi- 
lanthropist towards  him  to  be  fully  accom- 
plished ;  secure  him  his  political  rights  ; 
unfetter  him  in  body  and  intellect :  culti- 
vate him  in  taste  even  ;  then  while  nomi- 

Remarks  of  Col.  II.  Baldwin, 

After  the  address  of  Commander  Foote, 
the  President  rose  to  adjourn  the  meeting, 
bui  was  restrained  from  doing  so  by  Col. 
H.  Baldwin,  ofSyracuse,  New  York,  who 
respectfully  asked  permission  to  say  a  few 
words.  The  privilege  was  accorded,  when 
that  gentleman  approached  the  stand  and 
addressed  the  auditory. 

Although  not  a  member  of  the  Society 
he  had  a  plan  to  suggest,  which  would, 
while  strengthening  the  arm  of  the  Society, 
prove  beneficial  to  the  negroes  of  this 
country.  The  Society  had,  so  far,  failed 
of    ita    great   object,    accomplishing    but 


nally  free  he  is  still  in  bondage,  for  free- 
dom must  also  be  the  prerogative  of  the 
white  as  well  as  of  the  black  man,  and  the 
white  man  must  likewise  be  left  fiee 
to  form  his  most  intimate  social  rela- 
tions ;  and  he  has  not,  and  never  has  been 
disposed,  in  this  country,  to  unite  himself 
with  a  cast  marked  by  so  broad  a  distinc- 
tion as  exists  between  the  two  races.  The 
testimony  on  these  points  of  those  who 
have  had  abundant  advantages  for  obser- 
vation, has  been  uniform  and  conclusive. 
For  the  colored  man  himself,  then,  for  his 
children,  Liberia  is  an  open  city  of  refuge. 
He  there  may  become  a  freeman,  not  only 
in  name,  but  a  freeman  in  deed  and  in 
truth. 

Liberia  has  strong  claims  upon  christian 
aid  and  sympathy.  It  may  in  a  fe  at  years 
become  the  base  of  missionary  operations 
and  send  forth  colored  people  with  whom 
the  climate  agrees,  with  words  of  life  to 
their  brethren  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  continent.  The  indepen- 
dence of  the  Republic  ought  to  be  acknow- 
ledged by  the  United  States.  This  accor- 
ding to  the  opinion  of  President  Roberts, 
which  also  might  be  guaranteed  by  treaty, 
would  not  imply  the  necessity  of  a  resident 
colored  representative  or  even  diplomatic 
correspondence,  while  the  moral,  commer- 
cial, and  political  effects,  would  be  beneficial 
to  both  parties.  Reference  to  the  influence 
of  Liberia  on  the  extirpation  of  the  slave 
trade  has  been  made  by  the  previous  spea- 
kers. It  is  gratifying  to  the  friends  of 
colonization  and  humanity  to  find  that  the 
Republic  has  wholly  exterminated  that 
atrocious  traffic  over  its  entire  extent  of 
coast,  a  distance  of  six  hundred  miles. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  already  exceeded 
the  limits  assigned  me,  or  1  would  in  this 
connection  express  my  views  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  African  Squadron,  and  the 
African  slave  trade.  I  am  however  pre- 
pared to  enter  upon  this  discussion  before 
the  Board  of  Directors  as  soon  as  the 
opportunity  may  be  aiforded. 

and  Rev.  Dr.  Leroy  M.  Lee. 

little  good.  It  was  known  that  our  gov- 
ernment had  acquired  an  immense  tract  of 
land  from  Mexico,  which  is  rich  in  re- 
sources, but  uninhabited.  He  proposed 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  the 
slaves,  and  that  they  either  be  sent  to 
this  Mexican  possession  or  Liberia,  accor- 
ding to  their  own  desire.  Those  who  do 
not  choose  to  emigrate  to  either,  to  remain 
where  they  are,  ""to  be  employed  as  the 
laboring  white  men  are  at  th<  North.  He 
declared  his  high  respect  for  the  constitu- 
tional   rights    of   Southern    men,    and,    of 
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course  wou'd  consult  them  as  to  the  sale  of 
their  slaves.  This  was  the  home  of  the 
American  black  man  -,  lie  knows  no  other, 
and  it  would  be  cruel  to  force  him  hence 
without  his  consent.  He  earnestly  con- 
tended that  his  scheme  was  feasible  and 
practicable.  The  blacks  could  be  settled 
on  our  acquired  Mexican  territory,  either 
to  become  an  independent  republic,  or,  ul- 
timately, to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as 
a  State. 

The  President  again  rose  to  adjourn  the 
meeting,  when 

The  Rev.  Charles  A.  Davis  said  a  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  had  in  vain  been  endea- 
voring to  catch  the  President's  eye,  anxi- 
ous, he  believed,  to  reply  to  the  extraor- 
dinary speech  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  and  he  hoped  his  friend,  Dr.  Lee, 
would  have  the  privilege  of  doing  so.  For 
his  own  part,  he,  Mr.  D.,  was  unwilling 
to  adjourn  without  some  notice  of  the 
speech  to  which  they  had  just  listened. 

The  President  invited  Dr.  Lee  into  the 
altar,  who  said :  He  differed  entirely  with 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  the 
object  he  proposed,  and  in  the'  views  he 
expressed  as  the  object  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society.  He  respected  age, 
and  desired  always  to  treat  it  with  venera- 
tion. He  was  constrained  to  express  his 
decided  opposition  to  the  course  of  the 
venerable  gentleman  ;  but  hoped  to  do  so 
with  kindness  of  feeling. 

In  the  first  place,  sir,  we  are  not  the 
nation,  have  no  legislative  authority,  and 
no  public  domain  to  sell.  And  if  we  had, 
would  noi  regard  such  an  appropriation  of 
its  produce  as  a  wise  expenditure.  The 
scheme  of  the  gentleman  is  not  as  new  as 
he  seems  to  regard  it.  Jefferson  once  held 
a  similar  opinion,  but  on  mature  reflection 
abandoned  it.  it  is  now  regarded  as  an 
obsolete  idea. 

In  the  second  place,  sir,  as  a  Society,  we 
have  nothing  to  do  with  schemes  of  em- 
mancipation,  on  the  one  hand,  nor  of 
abolition  on  the  other.  Both  subjects  are 
contraband.  He  might,  and  would,  were 
it  necessary,  express  his  disagreement 
with  some  of  the  personal  opinions  of  the 
Governor  of  Connecticut,  but  preferred  to 
agree  where  agreement  was  possible  and 
pleasant  ;  and  he  had  said  truly,  and 
with  great  force  for  the  Society,  we  are 
neither  Whigs  nor  Democrats,  Abolitionists 
nor  pro-slavery  men,  but  are  an  association 
of  philanthropic  men,  trusting  in  God,  and 
laboring  to  promote  the  good  of  the  col- 
ored race.  Having  nothing  to  do  with 
political  parties  and  religious  sects,  the 
Society  stands  among  them  all  as  a  centre 
of  unity,  around  which  all  good  men  may 
rally,  and  unite  with  each  other  in  accom- 


plishing the  great  object  of  African  coloni- 
zation. 

Again  Mr.  President,  our  object  is  not, 
as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  said,  to 
remove  the  colored  man  to  Liberia  without 
his  consent.  This  is  an  express  stipula- 
tion of  theconstitution.  Weseekto  restore 
the  negro  to  his  home,  in  the  land  of  his  fa- 
thers. This  is  not  his  home.  He  is  a 
stranger  here,  whether  bond  or  free.  Africa 
is  the  only  land  in  which  he  can  enjoy  free- 
dom. He  has  gained  much  by  the  centuries 
of  his  contact  with  American  civilization. 
But  it  is  only  in  the  land  of  his  fathers  that 
he  can  enjoy  freedom — that  in  the  higher 
civilization  that  welcomes  and  awaits  him, 
he  may  fold  his  arms,  and  with  his  eye 
fixed  on  heaven,  look  around  on  the  world, 
and  in  proud  conciousness  of  freedom, 
say,  "I,  too,  am  a  man  !"  (Applause.)  Mr. 
President:  The  history  of  the  world 
shows  that  friction  among  equals,  refines 
and  elevates  ;  here,  so  great  is  the  disparity 
between  the  white  and  colored  races,  that 
it  only  partially  elevates,  partially  refines. 
In  Africa,  where  all  are  of  one  color,  and 
all  equal,  social  refinement  and  intellectual 
improvement  may  go  on  with  mutual  ad- 
vantage and  in  endless  progression. 

He  repeated,  he  regretted  exceedingly 
the  gentleman's  speech.  We  are  seeking 
other  and  better  objects  than  those  presen- 
ted by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
To  secure  them  we  must  adhere  to  the 
long  cherished  and  weil  defined  objects  of 
the  organization.  As  a  minister  of  the 
gospel,  he  was  well  acquainted  with  public 
opinion  in  the  South.  In  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  he  had  preached  in  behalf 
of  colonization,  and  taken  up  collections 
in  aid  of  the  cause.  The  opinion  is  too 
decided  to  admit  of  change  in  our  princi- 
ples, or  our  plans  for  promoting  them. 
The  north,  south,  east  and  west,  believe 
that  in  order  to  the  complete  success  of 
this  Society,  it  must  stnnd  by  its  first  prin- 
ciples. (Applause.)  They  were  wise  men 
who  laid  the  foundations  of  this  Society. 
Governor  Dutton  had  compared  it  to  the 
pyramids.  Its  foundation  was  firm  and 
deep  ;  its  sides  were  equal,  and  its  apex 
ever  pointing  upwards  toward  heaven  as  if 
in  supplication  of  its  blessing.  Sir,  we 
are  only  sale  on  our  original  foundations. 
We  must  maintain  them,  here,  now,  and 
always.  If,  in  support  of  our  principles, 
our  noble  ship  go  down,  let  us  naii  our 
dag  to  the  mast,  and  sink  with  colors 
sti  earning  over  the  waters  that  engulph  our 
cause.  The  constitution,  sir,  is  our  pro- 
tection, and  the  guarantee  of  success. 
.-Shall  we  abandon  it  for  Utopian  schemes  ! 
Never.     No,  sir,  never,  never. 
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"Article  1.    This  Society  shall  be  called  '  The  American  Colonization  Society.' 

"Art.  2.  The  object  to  which  Its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively  directed  is,  to  promote  and  execute  a 
plan  for  colonizing,  with  their  own  consent,  the  free  people  of  color  residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa, 
or  such  other  place  as  Congress  shall  deem  expedient.  And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object, 
in  co  operation  with  the  General  Government  and  such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt  regulations  on  the 
subject. 

"Art.  3.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  shall  have  paid  to  the  funds  of  the  Society  the  sum 
of  one  dollar,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society  for  one  year  from  the  time  of  such  payment.  Any  citi- 
zen who  shall  have  paid  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars,  shall  be  a  member  for  life.  And  any  citizen  paying 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director  for  life.  Foreigners  may  be  made  members  by  vote 
of  the  Society  or  of  the  Directors. 

"Art.  4.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  at  Washington,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  January,  and  at 
such  other  times  and  places  as  they  shall  direct.  At  the  annual  meeting,  a  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dents shall  be  chosen,  who  shall  perform  the  duties  appropriate  to  those  offices. 

■'Art.  5.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  composed  of  the  Directors  for  life  and  of  Delegates 
from  the  several  State  Societies  and  societies  for  the  District  of  Columbia  and  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  Each  of  such  societies  shall  be  entitled  to  one  Delegate  for  every  five  hundred  dollars  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  this  Society  within  the  year  previous  to  the  annual  meeting. 

"Art.  6.  The  Board  shall  annually  appoint  one  or  more  Secretaries,  a  Treasurer,  and  an  Executive 
Committee  of  seven  persons ;  all  of  whom  shall  ex  officio,  be  members  of  the  Board  ,  having  a  right  to 
be  present  at  its  meetings  and  to  take  part  in  the  transaction  of  its  business;  but  they  shall  not  vote, 
except  as  provided  in  Article  7. 

"Art.  7.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  meet  annually  in  Washington,  immediately  after  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society,  and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  it  shall  appoint,  or  at  the  request  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  Seven  Directors  shall  form  a  quorum.  But,  if  at  any  annual  meeting,  or 
meeting  regularly  called,  a  less  number  be  in  attendance,  then  five  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, with  such  Directors,  not  less  than  four,  as  may  be  present,  shall  constitute  a  Board,  and 
have  competent  authority  to  transact  any  business  of  the  Society ;  provided,  however,  that  the  Board 
thus  constituted  shall  carry  no  question  unless  the  vote  be  unanimous. 

"Art.  8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  according  to  its  own  appointment,  or  at  the  call  of  the 
Secretary.  This  Committee  shall  have  discretionary  power  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Society, 
subject  only  to  such  limitations  as  are  found  in  its  charter,  in  this  Constitution,  and  in  the  votes  that 
have  been  passed,  or  may  hereafter  be  passed,  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
shall  be  members  of  the  Committee  ex  officio,  with  the  right  to  deliberate,  but  not  to  vote.  The  Com- 
mittee is  authorized  to  fill  all  vacancies  in  its  own  body  ;  to  appoint  a  Secretary  or  Treasurer  when- 
ever such  offices  are  vacant ;  and  to  appoint  and  direct  such  agents  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  Society.  At  every  annual  meeting,  the  Committee  shall  report  their  doings  to  the 
Society,  and  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

"Art.  9.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended,  upon  a  proposition  to  that  effect  by  any  of  the  So- 
cieties represented  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  and  published  in  the  of- 
ficial paper  of  the  Society,  three  months  before  the  annual  meeting ;  provided  such  amendment  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  two-thirds  of  the  Board  at  its  next  annual  meeting. 
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Financial  condition  of  the  Society. 


The  past  has  been  a  year  of  mingled 
prosperity  and  embarrassment.  In  com- 
mon with  all  the  other  great  benevolent 
institutions,  our  income  has  suffered  from 
"the  pressure  of  the  times."  And  yet  it 
is  our  privilege  to  record,  and  to  congratu- 
late our  friends  upon,  the  fact  that  our  re- 
ceipts have  been  larger  than  we  could 
reasonably  have  anticipated  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  total 
income  of  fifty-five  thousand  two  hundred 
and  seventy-six  dollars  and  eighty-nine 
cents,  which  amount  has  all  been  expended, 
and  the  treasury  is  empty  at  the  close,  as 
it  also  was  at  the  beginning,  of  the  year. 
Of  this  amount,  twenty-six  thousand  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  eighty- 
seven  cents,  were  donations  to  the  cause, 
the  hearty  free-will  offerings  of  its  friends. 
These  indicate  tiie  state  of  the  public  feel- 
ing—the measure  of  the  general  estimate 
in  which  the  enterprise  is  held  by  the 
community  at  large.  Last  year  we  re- 
ceived from  the  same  source  twenty-one 
thousand  cue  hundred  and  sixty  dollars 
and  eighty-two  cents,  which  is  four  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars 
and  five  cents  less  than  the  amount  we  have 
received  this  year.  Last  year  we  received 
iu  payment  for  the  expenses  of  emigrants 
and  freight  sent  to  Liberia,  thirty-one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  dollars 


and  twenty-two  cents,  while  this  year  we 
have  received  only  seventeen  thousand  one 
hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  and  sixty- 
eight  cents,  showing  a  difference  of  four- 
teen thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-two 
dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents.  This  money 
for  expenses  of  emigrants  is  received  in 
part  from  State  appropriations,  from  lega- 
cies, and  from  living  owners,  for  coloni- 
zing their  own  people.  In  very  few  in- 
stances, however,  is  the  whole  expense 
thus  provided  for.  Several  States  limit 
the  amount  to  be  used  for  each  emigrant 
to  fifty  dollars,  and  many  wills  make  pro- 
vision for  only  a  very  small  part  of  the 
expenses.  These  deficiencies  have  to  be 
made  up  by  benevolent  contributions.  The 
great  excess  of  the  receipts  of  last  year 
over  this,  for  emigrants'  account,  will 
therefore  be  accounted  for,  by  the  fact  that 
we  have  sent  this  year  less  than  half  as 
many  emigrants  as  we  did  last  year. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the 
actual  amount  which  each  State  has  con- 
tributed, as  its  share  of  our  whole  receipts 
the  past  year,  viz: 

Maine $1,194  77 

New  Hampshire 995  64 

Vermont 1,129  17 

Massachusetts 3,723  88 

Rhode  Island 643  71 

Connecticut 4,582  61 

New  York 7,669  40 
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New  Jersey 2,622  00 

Pennsylvania 1,727  60 

Delaware 362  7d 

Maryland 3,475  32 

District  of  Columbia 1,531  89 

Virginia 4,182  84 

North  Carolina 347  16 

South  Carolina 82  00 

Georgia 819  60 

Alabama 65  00 

Florida 31  00 

Louisiana 819  96 

Mississippi 6,643  87 

Kentucky 3,064  10 

Tennessee 1,767  56 

Ohio 2,123  25 

Indiana 45  00 

Illinois... c 309  45 

Missouri 141  00 

Michigan 31  50 

Iowa 27  00 

Wisconsin 1  00 

Arkansas 516  00 

Texas 16  00 

California 20  00 

Oilier  Countries,  viz: 

Choctaw  Nation 267  50 

New  Brunswick 5  00 

England 1  24 

Turkey 10  00 

North  India 56  40 

In  this  connection  we  cannot  refrain 
from  expressing  our  high  sense  of  grati- 
tude to  our  distinguished  friend  David 
Hunt,  of  Mississippi,  who,  near  the  close 
of  the  year,  perceiving  that  we  were  in 
want  of  funds,  and  having  already  made 
his  annual  contribution  of  five  hundred 
dollars,  sent  us  the  generous  donation  of 
five  thousand  dollars!  May  Hesven  re- 
ward him  for  Lis  munificent  offering  ! 

It  will  be  perceived  that  but  few  legacies 
have  been  paid  this  year — only  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and 
eighty-six  cents  in  all  having  been  received, 
— while  last  year  we  received  nine  thous- 


and eight  hundred  and  sixty-one  dullars 
and  sixteen  cents.  This  falling  off  in  our 
receipts  from  this  source  is  contrary  to  our 
expectations,  as  several  large  bequests 
were  due  to  the  Society;  some  of  which 
we  confidently  expected  would  have  been 
received  this  year,  and  which  would  have 
relieved  us  of  much  embarrassment,  and 
enabled  us  to  have  prosecuted  our  work 
with  new  and  enlarged  usefulness.  But 
alas !  we  were  disappointed.  Some  of 
them,  from  present  appearances,  will  never 
be  paid.  Others  will  be  delayed  for  a 
longer  or  shorter  time,  from  causes  over 
which  we  have  no  control.  Would  that 
our  friends  while  living  would  remember 
how  difficult  of  execution  is  a  will  making 
bequests  to  benevolent  institutions  ! 

We  have  not  yet  received  any  thing 
from  the  McDonogh  estate. 

Jonathan  Coit,  late  of  New  London, 
Connecticut,  and  one  of  the  life  directors 
of  this  Society,  departed  this  life  in  Octo- 
ber. He  had  been  a  liberal  and  constant 
contributor  to  our  funds,  and  in  his  will 
he  left  a  bequest  of  five  thousand  dollars, 
which  will  doubtless  be  paid  this  year. 

Two  of  the  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Soci- 
ety have  departed  this  life  since  our  last 
annual  meeting  : — the  Hon.  Abbot  Law- 
rence, of  Boston,  Mass.  and  the  Rev.  P. 
Lindsley,  D.  D.  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  we  com- 
menced this  year  under  the  pressure  of  a 
heavy  debt,  of  upwards  of  thirty-two 
thousand  dollars,  and  that  the  Board  of 
Directors  at  their  last  annual  meeting  adop- 
ted the  following  resolution,  viz  : 

"That  in  view  of  the  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments of  the  country,  and  the  de- 
pressed state  of  the  funds  of  the  Society, 
it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  com- 
mittee to  conduct  their  affairs,  both  in  re- 
ference to  outlays  for  emigrants  to  Li- 
beria, as  well  as  in  the  employment  of 
agents,  with  due  regard  to  the  liquidation 
of  the  debts  of  the  Society." 
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Under  the  guidance  of  this  resolution 
we  have  acted  during  the  year,  and  it  is 
our  privilege  to  report  that  we  have  paid 
off  the  debt,  sustained  the  credit  of  the 
Society,  and  done  somewhat  to  advance  its 
interests.  The  present  indebtedness  of  the 
I  is  merely  such   as  occurs  on  the 

departure  of  an  expedition  for  Liberia, 
and  provisions  are  bought  on 
credit,  and  the  regular  business  of  the 
Society  runs  on  currently  from  time  to 
time.  We  can  therefore  congratulate  the 
community  and  ourselves  on  being  able  to 
commence  another  year  under  circum- 
stances so  much  more  favorable  than  we 
did  the  last. 

To  accomplish  this  result  we  have  been 
obliged  to  conduct  all  our  affairs  under  the 
most  rigid  economy,  and  to  curtail  our 
operations  both  in  this  country  and  Libe- 
ria. We  have  sent  out  as  few  emigrants 
as  a  wise  regard  to  the  interests  committed 
to  our  trust  would  allow.  Early  in  the 
year  we  advertised  that  we  would  -inly  take 
those  whose  expenses  were  in  whole  or  in 
part  provided  for,  and  such  others  as  were 
connected  with  them  by  marriage  or  other- 
wise, or  such  as  circumstances  rendered  it 
necessary  should  leave  before  the  close  of 
the  year. 

We  have  only  sent  three  expeditions  to 
.  with  two  hundred  and  seven  emi- 
grants. The  Bark  Cora,  chartered  by  this 
Society,  sailed  from  Baltimore  the  2nd, 
and  from  Norfolk  the  5th  of  May,  with 
one  hundred  and  six  emigrants  ;  the  same 
vessel,  again  chartered  by  this  Society, 
sailed,  on  her  second  voyage,  from  Balti- 
more, November  1st,  with  fifty-three  emi- 
grants sent  out  by  this  Society  and  twelve 
sentby  die  Maryland  Colonization  Society. 
The  third  and  last  expedition  sailed  from 
New  York  the  24th  December,  in  the  Bark 
"  Lamartine,"  chartered  and  fitted  out  by 
the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society, 
with  forty -eight  emigrants. 


The  expenses  of  colonizing  these  emi- 
grants is  larger  than   has   heretofore   been 
usual.     We  have  1  ever  paid  so 
for  the  charter  of  vessels  and  for  pn 

as  during  this  year. 

The  following  table  will  .show  all  im- 
portant information  respecting  the  emi- 
grants, viz  : 

I     «|     *    I     i-    I  No. 


Vessel. 


Time  of  sailing 


Emancipated. 


Purch.  themselves. 


~l     ~ 


.Mass. 


Conn. 


~l        M 


>-       I        *. 


Md. 
VaT 


N.C. 
Geo. 
|  Ala. 


£»   |    S    I  Term. 
•I  J  IKy- 

5      Total. 


A  new  State  Auxiliary  Colonization  So- 
ciety was  formed  in  North  Carolina  last 
spring  which  promises  much  usefulness  to 
the  cause. 

Since  our  last  annual  meeting  an  Auxil- 
iary State  Colonization  Society  has  been 
formed  in  Iowa,  under  very  favorable  aus- 
pices. Soon  after  the  formation  of  s  lid 
Society,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Iowa,  then  in  session,  granting  to 
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every  colored  person  in  the  State  a  free 
passage  to  Liberia,  and  appropriating  fifty 
dollars  for  the  expenses  of  each  one !  The 
then  governor  however  vetoed  this  bill,  and 
thus  defeated  the  appropriation.  We  shall 
hope  for  better  success  hereafter. 

It  is  our  privilege  to  report,  and  we  do 
it  with  great  satisfaction,  that  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Missouri  now  in  session  has  passed 
an  act  appropriating  three  thousand  dollars 
a  year  for  ten  years  to  aid  the  operations 
of  the  Society  in  that  State. 

It  is  also  our  privilege  to  report  another 
appropriation  by  the  Legislature  of  New 
Jersey,  in  most  liberal  and  generous 
terms,  by  which  three  thousand  dollars 
were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Coloni- 
zation Society  of  that  State,  to  be  applied 
by  them  in  building  houses,  and  other  ne- 
cessary expenditures,  for  the  reception  and 
accommodation  of  emigrants,  and  also  a 
thousand  dollars  a  year  for  three  years,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  emigrants  from  that 
State.  This  action  of  the  New  Jersey 
Legislature  is  more  liberal  in  its  provisions 
than  that  of  any  other  State.  It  provides  not 
only  for  their  removal  to  Liberia,  but  also 
embraces  certain  provisions  for  their  com- 
fort and  happiness  after  their  arrival  there. 
If  all  the  States  which  have  made  appro- 
priations would  liberalize  and  extend  them 
accordingly,  it  would  relieve  this  Society 
of  a  very  heavy  pecuniary  responsibility, 
and  also  greatly  increase  the  inducements 
to  their  free  people  to  emigrate. 

The  following  States  have  already  made 
appropriations  to  aid  in  colonizing  their 
own  free  colored  people,  viz.  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  Indiana  and  Missouri. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
have  had  the  subject  before  them,  and  we 
entertain  strong  hopes  that  they  will  make 
an  appropriation  before  they  adjourn. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Maine  State  Colo- 
nization Society  was  revived,  or  more 
properly  a  new  State  Colonization  Society 


was  formed,  under  very  favorable  auspi- 
ces, and  as  one  of  its  first  acts,  appointed 
a  special  committee  to  devise  ways  and 
means,  and  obtain  a  ship  for  this  Society. 
This  committee  desired  the  Rev.  R.  R. 
Gurley,  to  unite  his  efforts  with  theirs,  in 
order  to  accomplish  this  great  work.  To 
this  he  readily  acceeded,  and  has  been 
prosecuting  it  nearly  all  the  time  since,  by 
every  effort  in  his  power,  and  with  great 
success.  It  was  determined  by  the  com- 
mittee to  raise  thirty  thousand  dollars  to 
build  the  ship,  by  subscriptions  conditional 
upon  that  amount  being  subscribed  by  the 
first  of  the  present  month.  The  object  met 
a  prompt  approval  everywhere.  The  pub- 
lic press  warmly  advocated  it.  The  follow- 
ing paragraph  from  the  Portland  Argus  is 
but  a  specimen  of  their  earnestness  and 
zeal  :  "  We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  subscriptions  for  building  a  ship 
for  the  Colonization  Society,  have  been 
started  nobly  in  this  State.  At  Bath,  last 
week,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  was 
cheerfully  subscribed,  and  in  generous 
sums.  There  are  thiee  one-thousand-dol- 
lar subscriptions  ;  one  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, one  of  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
several  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  smaller 
sums.  This  is  noble  ;  worthy  the  public 
spirited  and  philanthropic  citizens  of  our 
sister  city.  We  hope  the  solid  men  of 
Portland  will  not  be  behind  their  neighbors. 
We  believe  they  will  not  be.  There  never 
was  presented  in  our  humble  opinion,  a 
definite  object  for  benevolent  effort,  so  easy 
of  accomplishment,  that  will  be  productive 
of  so  wide-spreading  and  far-reaching  re- 
sults as  will  be  the  building  of  this  ship  for 
developing  the  commerce  and  facilitating 
intercourse  with  the  young  sister  republic 
of  Liberia."  And  the  following  from  the 
Daily  Tribune  of  Bath  : 

It  is  with  the  liveliest  satisfaction,  that 
we  observe  the  movement  indicated  by  an 
Address  published  in  your  sheet  of  Mon- 
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day,  and  put  forth  by  a  highly  respectable 
Committee  of  the  Maine  Colonization 
Society,  the  members  of  which  Commit- 
tee, are  located  in  different  and  remote 
parts  of  our  State,  and  whose  object  is,  to 
collect  by  subscription  the  means  necessa- 
ry to  build  and  equip  a  ship,  for  the  use  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society. 

This  noble  purpose,  if  carried  out  in  a 
manner  worthy  of  Maine,  and  we  have 
no  doubt  of  such  a  result,  will  do  honor  to 
the  "Pine  Tree  State."  And  surely,  no 
State  in  the  Union  has  a  stronger  claim 
to  the  privilege  of  leading  in  this  work  : — 
it  is  quite  in  "our  line  of  business,"  and,  | 
while  we  are  sure  of  the  requisite  enter- 
prise, energy  and  skill,  we  cannot  believe 
that  the  philanthropy  will  prove  deficient. 

In  no  work  of  benevolence,  probably, 
could  our  citizens  of  all  religious  distinc- 
tions, as  well  as  political  parties,  more  cor- 
dially unite  ;  and  it  is  truly  comforting 
that  a  kind  Providence  indulges  us,  now 
and  then,  with  opportunities  of  this  sort. 

To  those  whose  benevolent  feeling 
prompts  them,  especially,  to  the  work  of 
evangelizing  the  heathen,  the  opportunity 
couid  hardly  be  better, — if  their  prompt- 
ings are,  to  relieve  and  comfort  the  oppressed 
and  place  them  in  n  situation  freely  to  ex- 
ert their  powers  for  the  good  of  themselves 
and  others,  here,  a  most  direct  opportuni 
ty  offers  ;  and  if,  to  extend  the  enjoyment 
of  those  free  institutions,  religious  and 
civil,  so  dear  to  ourselves,  here  we  have 
the  most  hopeful  prospect  of  success. 
We  would  therefore  hope  that  every  man, 
woman  and  child  in  Maine,  may  be 
ambitious  to  participate  in  accomplishing 
the  work  proposed. 

Public  meetings  were  held  in  various 
places,  earnest  speeches  were  made  and 
warm  appeals  were  issued.  The  Clergy 
advocated  it.  Sabbath  schools  made  con- 
tributions. It  was  a  great  work  for  a  sin- 
gle State,  and  the  time  was  short.  The 
committee  met  the  5th  of  November,  and 
adjourned  to  the  28th  December,  deter- 
mined in  the  meantime  to  ascertain  what 
would  be  done  in  their  several  districts, 
and  cherishing  the  belief  that  such  pledges 
would  be  given  as  would  warrant  them  to 
go  forward  without  delay. 

The  committee  met  the  28th  December, 
and  resolved  to  go  forward  and  build  the 
ship.  The  following  is  the  official  state- 
ment of  their  action,  viz  : 


The  committee  on  the  subject  of  build- 
ing a  ship  for  the  American  Colonization 
Society  met  on  the  28th  inst.  at  Bath .  A  let- 
ter was  received  from  the  Rev.  J.  W. 
Chickering  enclosing  aresolution  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  Maine  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  authorizing  the  Chairman  of 
this  Ship  Committee  to  pledge  on  certain 
conditions  the  State  Society  for  such 
amounts  as  might  be  found  deficient  in  the 
required  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Af- 
ter a  free  and  full  conversation  in  regard  to 
the  state  of  the  subscription  and  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  enterprise,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  unanimously  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Colonization 
Ship  consider  the  pledge  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Maine  Colonization  So- 
ciety, to  make  up  what  is  deficient  in  the 
sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  as  a  valid 
ground  of  confidence  that  this  pledge  will 
be  speedily  redeemed  by  the  liberality  of 
the  good  people  of  this  State,  and  there- 
fore resolved,  to  go  forward  and  build  the 
ship,  fully  expecting  to  be  sustained  by 
their  fellow  citizens  of  Maine,  and  the 
friends  of  the  Colonization  Society  through- 
out the  Union. 

R.esolved  further,  that  in  adopting  the 
preceding  Resolution  the  Committee  feel 
that  they  assume  a  heavy  responsibility, 
from  which  they  confidently  rely  upon  their 
fellow  citizens  promptly  to  relieve  them 
by  subscribing  the  few  thousand  dollars 
now  deficient,  and  the  Committee  add  tli:it 
proposals  will  hereafter  be  made  for  the 
construction  of  the  ship. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  Tyler,  Capt.  G.  F. 
Patten,  Major  Thomas  Harward,  of  Bath, 
and  Win.  Chase,  Esq.,  of  Portland,  were  ap- 
pointed to  conduct  and  superintend  the 
building  of  this  ship. 

G.  F.  Patten,  Chairman. 

Thus  nobly  was  this  great  work  com- 
menced and  to  this  final  determination  has 
it  come.  We  congratulate  our  friends  in 
Maine ! 

In  this  review  of  the  important  events 
of  the  year,  the  Society  cannot  but  express 
the  high  gratification  felt  by  the  friends  of 
Colonization  and  Liberia,  that  in  the  liber- 
al provision  made  by  Congress  at  its  ses- 
sionsin  1854- '5  for  a  general  Consular  Sys- 
tem, one  thousand  dollars  was  appropria- 
ted for  a  consul  at  Monrovia.  This  act, 
important  for  the  commerce  of  our  coun- 
try, is  equally  beneficial  to  the  operations 
of  our  Society. 
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In  the  history  of  Liberia  during  the  past 
year,  there  are  many  matters  of  interest. 

A  new  and  prosperous  settlement  has 
been  formed  at  Cape  Mount,  almost  on 
the  very  spot  whe.-e  formerly  existed  a 
notorious  slave  factory.  The  Government 
of  Liberia  has  the  honor  of  commencing 
this  settlement  and  paying  the  larger  part 
of  the  expenses.  The  7th  of  April  last 
President  Roberts,  in  company  with  A.  D. 
Williams,  left  Monrovia  in  the  Govern- 
ment schooner  "Lark,"  with  about  seven- 
ty volunteers,  and  all  the  necessaries  for 
defence  and  comfort.  They  were  all  land- 
ed in  excellent  health  and  spirits,  highly 
pleased  with  their  new  home.  They  were 
successful  in  all  their  plans,  found  the  na- 
tives friendly  and  well  disposed  to  the  set- 
tlement, the  prospects  for  trade  remarka- 
bly good,  and  at  our  last  advices  all  things 
promised  well.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
we  should  send  a  company  of  emigrants 
there,  and  for  their  comfort  and  accommo- 
dation we  need  agood,  substantial  building 
as  a  receptacle.  The  place  is  called  Rob- 
ertsport. 

In  Monrovia,  the  Alexander  High- 
School  has  been  reorganized  with  very 
favorable  prospects.  This  institution  is 
destined  to  accomplish  a  vast  amount  of 
good  in  Liberia. 

The  Monrovia  Academy,  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  the  Rev  James  W.  Horn , 
is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  has  made 
arrangements  to  enlarge  its  operations. 

A  new  seminary  for  young  misses  has 
been  opened  in  the  seminary  buildings, 
(up  stairs,)  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  mission. 

In  Bassa  county,  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal mission  has  established  a  seminary 
of  learning.  The  mission  building  is 
nearly  finished  and  presents  a  handsome 
appearance.  Several  private  buildings  of 
improved  style  have  been  erected.  A  site 
was  selected  about  half  a  mile  below  the 


mission  premises  for  the  location  of  our 
new  receptacle  for  emigrants,  and  con- 
siderable materials  had  been  prepared  for 

j  the  building.     1  Iso  "ur  intention  to 

build  one  in  Monrovia,  of  large  size  and 
substantial  structure.  The  bricks  are 
made,  and  other  things  prepared.  But 
ourpecuniary  embarrassments  at  the  com- 
mencement of  ihe  year  compelled  us  to 
suspend  the  work  for  the  lime  being.  We 
regret  that  we  have  not  yet  been  in  cir- 
cumstances to  recommence  it.  We  al- 
luded to  the  necessity  for  these  improve- 
ments in  our  last  report.  We  cannot  do 
justice  to  ourselves  and  the  great  interests 
of  Liberia  without  again  calling  attention 
to  it.  The  buildings  which  have  hereto- 
fore been  erected  have  been  temporary.  We 
have  never  been  able  to  build  what  we  need- 

!  ed  exactly — substantial,  permanent,  large, 
well-planned  and  arranged,  airy  build- 
ings, where  the  emigrants  for  the  first  six 
months  could  be  taken  care  of  under  regu- 
lar hospital  rules  and  system,  under  the 
eye  of  the  physician  and  agent  every  day, 
and  every  attention  paid  to  their  comfort 
and  welfare.  Such  a  building  we  need, 
and  must  have  in  Greenville,  Sinou  county; 
another  in  Bassa  county;  another  in  Mes- 

I  surado  county,  and  a  fourth  at  Cape 
Mount.  To  ere:t  these  buildings  and 
properly  fit  them  for  use  we  need  dur- 
ing the  year  upon  which  we  are  now  en- 
tering, at  least  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

It  has  been  our  endeavor  to  carry 
into  execution  the  will  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  as  expressed  at  their  last 
annual  meeting  respecting  the  establish- 
ment of  an  'interior  settlement.  By 
the  first  opportunity,  we  sent  instructions 
to  our  agent  and  our  physician  at  Bassa 
to  select  a  suitable  place  interior  of  Bas- 
sa, and  to  make  all  necessary  preparations 
for  commencing  'he  settlement,  so  that  a 
company  might  be  sent  interior  imme- 
i  diately  on  the  arrival  of  our  regular 
spring  expedition.,     But   at  our  last  ad- 
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vices  little  o-  no  progress  had  been  made. 
They  I  they  saw,  insuper- 

able obstacles  in  the  way.  Under  date  of 
28th  March,  1855,  the  Hon.  S.  A.  I 
writes,  "I  have  carefully  considered  your 
request,  that  an  experiment  be  made  of 
acclimating  a  few  emigrants  out  at  the 
mountains,  who  are  to  be  sent  out  in  May, 
and  1  have  consulted  with  our  most  judi- 
cious men,  throughout  Liberia,  and  find 
it  to  be  the  unanimous  opinion  that  such 
an  enterprise  would  be  injudicious.  It  is 
believed,  that  notwithstanding  the  natives 
seem  perfectly  friendly  in  that  region,  and 
manifest  anxiety  that  a  settlement  be  form- 
ed out  there,  yet  it  is  difficult  for  a  native 
to  resist  temptation,  and  from  the  non-pro- 
tection of  the  emigrants,  the  natives  might 
be  tempted  (as  the  past  has  taught  us)  to 
stir  up  some  difficulty  so  as  to  gratify 
their  avarice ;  and  though  the  natives 
might  not  really  intend  to  commit  any  ag- 
gression, yet,  reports  to  that  effect  would 
certainly  be  put  in  circulation  out  there, 
and  that  too  while,  perhaps,  some  of  the 
emigrants  are  sick,  and  a  knowledge  of 
their  defenceless  condition  would  operate 
very  detrimentally  to  their  acclimation  ; 
and  in  either  case,  I  would  certainly  be 
censured  throughout  Liberia.  There  can 
be  no  question  as  to  the  superiority  of  the 
interior  for  acclimation  :  the  astonishingly 
bracing  and  recri  iting  effect  that  a  visit  to 
the  interior  has  on  the  old  settlers  should 
place  this  beyond  doubt. 

«'  I  hope,  sir,  that  you  will  not  consider 
me  as  setting  up  myself  to  dictate  to  you 
and  the  executive  committee.  You  know 
me  better  than  that.  It  is  a  pleasure  to 
me  to  try  and  carry  out  any  request  you 
make.  But  as  I  understand  the  state  of 
things  out  here  better  than  you  do,  1  know 
a  suggestion  will  always  be  acceptable. 
Let  fifty  old  settlers  precede  any  emi- 
grants to  that  place  ;  which  will  not  be 
done  without  an  inducement.  The  govern- 
ment will  makea  sufficient  appropriation  of 
land  for  each.  You  support  them  (rations) 


for  twelve  months,  and  require  them  to 
give  six  months  labor  each  for  the  Society, 
and  allow  each  man  fifty  dollars  besides, 
to  go  towards  erecting  him  a  house.  The 
six  months,  labor  of  fifty  men,  for  the 
Society,  will  make  sufficient  preparation 
for  the  reception  of  at  least  one  hundred 
emigrants,  and  the  old  settlers  being  per- 
manent settlers,  then  a  settlement  c 
of  self-defence  will  at  once  be  formed." 

Again  :  under  date  of  Sept.  29,  1855, 
he  says,  "  my  desire  for  the  formation  of 
the  New  Jersey  interior  settlement  is 
greater  than  ever.  I  hope  we  may  be 
able  to  succeed.  But,  sir,  it  will  require 
a  man  of  much  energy  and  discretion  to 
have  the  superintendence  of  it  until  it  gets 
well  established.  You  may  rely  on  my 
doing  every  thing  that  may  be  in  my 
power  (officially  or  otherwise)  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  desired  object." 

Within  the  past  year  Liberia  lias  passed 
through  a  political  excitement,  unlike  any 
thing  which  she  had  before  experienced. 
President  Roberts,  who  had  so  long  nobly 
filled  the  Presidential  Chair,  had  declined 
a  re-election,  whereupon  an  animated 
contest  sprung  up  as  to  his  successor.  The 
election  was  held  the  1st  of  May,  when 
Stephen  A.  Benson  was  elected  Presi- 
dent, and  Beverly  P.  Yates,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years, 
commencing  the  1st  instant.  They  were 
elected  by  large  majorities,  and  the  excite- 
ment of  the  canvass  soon  subsided,  and 
all  things  again  moved  on  with  their 
former  easy  and  gentle  flow. 

In  the  various  departments  of  moral 
and  social  organization,  there  is  a  gradual 
improvement.  New  churches  have  been 
built  in  various  localities  ;  new  fields  of 
missionary  labor  have  been  opened,  and 
the  spiritual  laborers  have  entered  upon 
their  work,  while  many  of  the  older 
churches  have  enjoyed  refreshing  season* 
of  divine  grace. 
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Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society  was  held  according 
to  adjournment,  on  the  15th  of  January, 
1856,  at  7  o'clock  P.  M.,'in  Trinity 
Church,  Washington  City.  The  chair 
was  taken  by  John  H.  B.  Latjiobe,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Society. 

After  calling  the  Society  to  order,  the 
President  remarked  : 

"  Rarely  has  the  Society  met  unier  cir- 
cumstances of  greater  interest  than  now 
attend  it.  No  longer  assembling  to  learn 
the  progress  of  a  doubtful  experiment ;  it 
convenes  to  promote  the  development  of 
the  Republic  it  has  founded. 

With  a  reputation  that  has  spread  from 
the  small  circle  of  philanthropists  to  whom 
it  owed  its  existence,  not  only  through 
our  own  country,  but  across  the  sea,  to 
the  nations  that  have  made  treaties  with 
the  work  of  its  hands,  the  American  Col- 
onization Society  meets,  to-night,  with  all 
die  prestige  of  a  great  success. 

What  was  once  regarded  as  the  fair 
boasting  of  enthusiastic  friends — I  mean 
the  assertion  that  the  prosperity  of  its 
colonies  had  been  unequaled  in  the  annals 
of  colonization — is  now  generally  acknowl- 
edged to  be  its  distinguishing  characteris- 
tic. 

All  things  seem  to  have  worked  together 
for  the  good  of  colonization.  Even  the 
early  feebleness  of  Liberia  was  a  blessing 
to  it.  The  slowness  of  the  growth  of  the 
colonies  is  of  itself  a  guaranty  of  their 
stability.  If  a  generation  and  more  have 
been  added  to  the  free  colored  population, 
here,  since  the  society  was  organized,  a 
generation  and  more  have,  in  the  same 
time,  grown  up  in  Liberia,  that  have  never 
known  another  country,  and  to  whom  Af- 
rica has  become  a  fatherland. 

The  civilization  of  Liberia  is  no  longer 
dependent  on  the  lives  of  those  who,  in  the 
first  instance,  transplanted  it  from  Amer- 
ica :  but,  born  upon  the  soil,  it  is,  now,  na- 
tive to  it.  It  is  a  christian  civilization  too  ; 
and,  second  only  to  this  interest,  it  is  a 
republican  civilization  ; — republican,  not  in 
name,  merely,  but  republican  in  all  those 
elements  of  thought  and  action,  on  which 
depends  the  perpetuity  of  republics.  There 
it  stands,— this  republic  of  our  creation, — 
recognized  by  the  old  world, — unrecog- 
nized, as  yet,  by  the  country,  of  whose 
benevolence  and  wisdom  it  is  the  noblest 
illustration !    There  it  stands -,   with    its 


churches,  its  schools,  its  benevolent  asso- 
ciations, its  political  assemblages,  all  con- 
ducted by  its  citizens,  with  an  aptness  for 
affairs,  a  faculty  for  self-government,  an 
appreciation  of  order,  and  a  law  abiding 
spirit,  such  as,  exhibiting  themselves  in 
the  early  history  of  the  colonies  of  Great 
Britain,  made  republicanism  a  necessity  of 
freedom  here,  as  they  are  now  making  it  a 
necessity  of  freedom  in  Liberia. — There  it 
stands  ; a  missionary  nation;  a  putter-down 
of  the  slave  trade  ;  an  indicator  of  thecapa- 
city  of  its  people, — the  work  of  the  forecast 
and  philanthropy  of  the  north,  the  south, 
the  east  and  the  west  of  this  Union,  repre- 
sented in  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety. There  it  stands  ;  inviting  to  its 
homes  the  free  colored  people  of  the  United 
States,  when  they  shall,  themselves,  ad- 
mit that  it  is  their  interest  to  emigrate. 
Aided,  in  so  doing,  at  first,  by  associations 
for  the  purpose,  and  until  the  attractions 
of  Liberia  and  the  repulsions  of  America, 
producing  a  self-paying  colonization,  Af- 
rican Colonization  shall  be  placed  in  this, 
as  in  all  other  respects,  on  a  footing  with 
the  colonizations  that  have  preceded  it. 

May  it  not,  then,  be  well  said,  that  the 
circumstances  of  our  meeting  are  of  pecu- 
liar interest  :  and  that,  assembling  as  we 
do,  for  the  thirty-ninth  time,  from  different 
parts  of  the  Union,  we  should  feel  encour- 
aged in  our  labors  for  a  cause  whose  gen- 
eral progress,  despite  occasional  and  un- 
toward events,  seems  to  have  been,  in 
many  ways,  blessed  indeed.  Thanks  for 
these  blessings  becomes  the  part  of  our 
duties,  and  prayer  for  guidance  a  proper 
recognition  of  our  dependence  upon  Him 
by  whom  they  have  been  vouchsafed. 

At  the  request  of  the  President  the 
prayer,  at  the  opening  of  the  annual  meet- 
ing, was  then  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Cummings. 

Extracts  from  the  Annual  Report  were 
read  by  the  Secretary. 

The  President  then   introduced  to   the 
audience  the  Hon.  George  P.  Marsh,  late  ' 
Minister  to  the  Turkish  Empire,  who  de- 
livered the  following  address  : 

Mr.  President, 

and  Gentlemen  of  (he  Society: 

Although  the  quarter  of  the  Union,  or 
to  speak  more  precisely,  the  State,  which 
1  have  the  honor,  on  this  occasion,  in  a 
certain  sense,  to  represent,  has  from  the 
earliest  organization  of  this  society  warmly 
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sympathized  in  your  objects,  and  actively 
participated  in  your  operations,  yet  this 
sympathy  and  this  participation  have  not 
found  their  motive  in  any  hope  of  present 
benpfit  to  the  people  of  Vermont,  or  in- 
deed in  any  calculations  of  interest  direct 
or  remote.  Like  that  more  northeast- 
wardly State  which  is  now  giving  you  such 
a  munificent  proof  of  its  interest  in  your 
cause,  the  land  of  my  fathers  is  cursed, 
or,  when  I  remember  how  essential  a  con- 
dition of  human  virtue  and  true  prosperity 
it  is  that  man  shall  eat  his  bread  in  the 
sweat  of  his  brow,  shall  I  not  rather 
say,  blessed,  with  a  soil,  whose  mountain 
forests  nature  interspersed  with  no  flowery 
prairies,  whose  rivers  she  fringed  with 
no  fertile  savannas,  whose  rugged  surface 
tempted  the  rude  and  sluggish  husband- 
ry of  the  savage  by  no  facility  of  culti- 
vation, and  the  rigors  of  whose  climate 
were  compensated  by  no  edible  plant  of 
spontaneous  growth. 

The  Green  Mountains,  too  sterile  un- 
grateful and  cold  to  furnish  food  and  shel- 
ter to  even  the  frugal  and  hardy  [ndian, 
remained, to  a  recent  period, with  trifling  ex- 
ceptions, an  untenanted  and  untenantable 
wilderness,  and  were  never  the  home  of 
man,  until  subdued  and  made  habita- 
ble by  Anglo-American  industry.  They 
present  even  in  their  improved  condition, 
no  attraction  To  the  sensitive  and  indolent 
African,  and  it  is  hardly  a  departure  from 
the  truth  to  say,  that  none  of  that  race 
dwell  within  our  borders. 

Prom  the  inconveniences  then,  what- 
ever they  may  be,  which  attend  the  co- 
occupancy  of  the  same  soil  by  races  phy- 
sically distinct,  and  incapable  of  amalga- 
mation without  violence  to  natural  law, 
we  are  wholly  free.  Our  inland  position 
moreover  excludes  us  from  sharing  in  the 
advantages,  present  or  future,  which  may 
result  from  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  African  and  American  coasts. 
The  operations  of  your  society,  therefore, 
will  neither  relieve  us  from  an  incum- 
brance, nor  open  to  us  new  fields  of  in- 
dustry or  enterprise,  and  the  interest 
which  we  feel  in  your  success  must  be 
referred  to  other  than  selfish  aspirations. 

Knowing,  then,  nothing  by  experience, 
and  li'.de  by  personal  observation,  of  those 
evils,  the  entire  or  partial  removal  of 
which,  if  not  a  direct  object,  it  is  hoped 
may  be  a  result  of  your  action,  I  shall 
be  pardoned,  if  in  the  few  remarks  I  pro- 
pose to  offer,  I  regard  the  subject  as 
purely  a  matter  of  philosophic  and  phi- 
lanthropic interest,  apart  from  any  con- 
sideration of  its  effects,  for  good  or  for 
evil,  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
their  domestic  policy,  or  their  internal  re- 


lations. As  seen  in  this  light,  the  object 
of  the  Colonization  Society  is  not  to  re- 
ceive benefits,  but  to  confer  them;. not  to 
rid  ourselves  of  a  burden  by  transport- 
ing to  a  foreign  clime  a  class  of  persons 
whom  it  is  inconvenient  to  tolerate  among 
us  ;  but  in  a  spirit  of  enlarged  and  en- 
lightened charity,  to  place  those  persons 
in  the  condition  most  favorable  to  their 
own  growth  in  virtue,  prosperity,  and 
happiness,  and  at  the  same  time  to  make 
them  the  instruments  of  diffusing  the  light 
of  Christianity  and  civilization  over  a 
world,  no  portion  of  which  has  yet  been 
redeemed  from  the  dominion  of  darkness 
and  of  sin. 

Whatever  opinions  may  have  been 
formed  upon  a  partial  and  imperfect  ob- 
servation, with  respect  to  the  latent  capaci- 
ties of  the  African  race,  it  must  be  al- 
lowed that  they  have  never  till  now  been 
submitted  to  the  test  of  fair  experiment. 
— The  African  has  not  hitherto  been 
brought  within  the  reach  of  Christianity 
and  civilization,  under  circumstances  se- 
curing to  those  influences  their  most 
ble  action,  and  the  extent  to  which 
they  may  become  informing  and  elevating 
forces,  is  a  question  which,  as  yet,  admits 
of  but  a  conjectural  answer. 

After  the  violent  extinction  of  the  old 
Egyptian  civilization  by  Persian,  Grecian, 
and  Roman  triumphs,  Greek  and  oriental 
culture  and  Christianity  had  scarcely  be- 
come naturalized  in  the  valley  of  the  Nile, 
they  in  their  turn  were  overwhelm- 
ed by  the  Moslem  inundation,  whose  ad- 
vancing waves  laid  waste  also  the  re- 
maining institutions  which  pagan  and 
Christian  Rome  had  reared  upon  the 
Mauritanian  coast,  and  finally  spent 
themselves  upon  the  Spanish  peninsula, 
erposing  for  a  time  an  impassable 
barrier  between  Europe  and  Ethiopia,  and 
in  their  fury  no  traces  of  Chris- 
tian life  in  Africa  but  a  remnant  of  the 
Coptic  church,  and  the  pale  fires  thatglim- 
mered  on  the  altars  of  Abyssinia. 

All  subsequent  contact  between  the 
primitive  African  tribes  and  the  Christi- 
anity and  civilization  of  Europe  must  be 
admitted  to  have  been  of  a  character  in 
many  respects  unfavorable  to  the  former. 
But  it  is  nevertheless  indisputable,  that  in 
spite  of  these  circumstances,  the  Ameri- 
can career  of  the  African  race  has,  as  a 
whole,  been  one  of  progress.  TheAmeri- 
o  has  advanced  in  the  scale  of 
humanity,  and  does  rank  higher  in  both 
intelligence  and  the  social  virtues  than  his 
Ethiopian  brother,  who  has  never  been 
torn  from  his  parent  soil.  Conflicting 
parties  have  drawn  very  different  and  dis- 
cordant inferences  from  this  acknowledged 
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fact;  but  the  admitted  progress  of  the  race, 
■of   the   degradation   and 

vantages  of  their  position,  does  at  the 
least  warrant  and  encourage  the  hope  of 
a  more  rapid  and  extended  advance  of  the 
colored  tribes,  in  all  the  eleinei  ts 
progress,  whenever  the  obstac'es  which 
now  oppose  themselves  to  their  improve- 
ment shall  be  withdrawn. 

To  place  the  African  in  circumstances 
where  those  obstacles  shall  no  longer  be 
operative,  without  at  the  same  time  remov- 
ing him  beyond  the  reach  of  active  Chris- 
tian benevolence,  and  thereby  the  better 
to  enable  him  to  become  a  participant  in 
the  good  things  of  this  life  and  of  that 
which  is  to  come,  as  well  as  a  dispenser 
of  these  same  blessings  to  others  :  this  is 
the  great  immediate  object  of  your  society; 
and  it  may,  therefore,  rightfully  claim  a 
place  in  the  front  rank  of  those  grand 
charities,  which  at  this  moment  are  exert- 
ing so  mighty  an  influence  upon  the  tem- 
poral as  well  as  the  spiritual  condition  of 
man. 

Viewed  in  these  aspects,  the  coloniza- 
tion   of   western    Africa    by   a    people    of 
American    birth,   but   of    African    origin, 
is   an    event  of  great   significance  in    the 
history   of   philanthropy,  and  it  is  more- 
over invested  with  much  philosophical  in- 
terest, as   an    experiment    whose   results 
will   be  pregnant  with  great  and  weighty 
political  instruction.     It  will  serve  to  de- 
termine the  possibility  of  the  elevation  of 
the  people  who  are  its  immediate  object, and 
of  their  Ethiopian  brethren,  to  or  towards 
the  moral  and  intellectual  level  of  Cauca- 
sian   humanity,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
throw  light   on  a  multitude   of  questions 
connected   with  the  colonial   relation,  and 
the  natural   development    of    political   so- 
ciety.      All    colonies    known    to     history 
have  first  existed  in  the  form  of  depen- 
dencies of  the  mother  country  ;  and  they 
have  usually  remained   in    that  condition, 
until   metropolitan  oppression  or  a  diver- 
sity  of  interests  have   made    a    severance 
of  the  ties  that  bound  them  necessary  or 
desirable,   and   until  a    national    self-con- 
Bciousess  has  grown  up,  and  a  conviction 
both  of  the  power  to  shake  off  a  foreign 
yoke,  and  of  a  readiness  to  submit  to  the 
salutary  restraints  of  a  self-imposed  gov- 
ernment, has  been  developed.     Then  it  is, 
that  the  colony,  now  become  an  empire, 
passes  at  once  from  a  state  of  pupilage  to 
its  complete  majority,  and  claims  its 
as   an  equal  member  of  the  family  of  na- 
tions.    Its   full  growth  and  stature  have, 
however,  already  been   m  a  good    degree 
attained,  under  institutions  imposed  upon, 
not  created  by  it;  institutions  shaped  by 
external  causes,  not  born  of  spontaneous 


and  internal  impulses;  and  its  whole  fu- 
ture character  and   career   have    b< 
some  degree,  pre-determined  by   extran- 
eous  and  arbitrary  influences.     Thus,  the 
form,  or  at  least  the  social  relations,  of  its 

'ents,  the  organi 
of  its  municipalities,  the  spirit  and 
rity  of  its  judicial  and   legislative  d 
ments,  and  the  inter-dependence  of  ruler 
and  people,  have  been  dictated  by  a  power 
always    foreign    in    its  seat,  and   for   the 
most  part  discordant  in  material  interests, 
and  diverse  in  political  tendencies. 

From  whatever  motive  founded,  colonies 
have  uniformly  been  regarded   as  a   mc.se 
possession    of  the    mother    country,  pro- 
perly tributary  to    its   greatness,  and  ac- 
cordingly,   to    be    administered    with    a 
single  eye  to  its   advantage.     Then 
merce  and   industry    have  been  .shackled 
with  a  thousand   restrictions.     They  h  ive 
been  forbidden  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
natural    advantages    of   their    soil,     their 
climate,  their  sea-coast,  or  their geog 
cal  position.      They  have  been  permitted 
to  grow  or  manufacture,  to  export  or  im- 
port such  articles,  and  on  such  con 
only,  as  would    best  promote  the  trade, 
the  industry,  or  the  revenue  of  the  home 
government.     Intercourse  with  fore 
tions    has    been  altogether  prohibited    to 
them,  or   allowed    to   be  carried   on  only 
through  the  mother  country.      They  have 
been    taxed   to   support    the    splem 
a    distant   court,  and  although  often    for- 
bidden  to  maintain    fleets   or   armies    for 
their  own  defence,  yet  compelled   I 
tribute  to  the  costs  of  contests  by      hich 
they  had  nothing  to  gain  and  every  thing 
to   lose,    and  involved  in   all   the  evils  of 
wars  of  policy,  or  ambition,  in  which   no 
proper  interest  of  their  own  was  originally 
at  stake. 

Hence  their  growth  has  been  crippled, 
the  progress  of  their  industry,  the  ex- 
tension of  their  tiade,  the  development 
of  their  resources,  the  free  organization  of 
their  institutions,  have  been  impeded;  and 
if  they  have  sometimes  been  spoiled  by 
indulgence,  taught  a  self-enfeebling  re- 
liance on  the  bounty  of  the  wealthy  and 
powerful  commonwealths  of  which  they 
are  offshoots,  and  thus  been  kept  in  a  con- 
dition  of  childhood  and  imbecility,  they 
have  far  more  frequently  experienced  in 
their  relations  with  the  metropolis,  nothing 
but  the  rigors  of  a  jealous,  a  selfish,  and 
a  short-sighted  policy. 

From  all  apprehension  of  these  or  simi- 
lar evils,  the  colony  of  Liberia  is  i 
free.     Owing  her  existence  to  the  noblest 
and   most  elevated  motives,  she  has  been 
i  generously  nourished  in  her  infancy,  and 
!  by  a  voluntary  renunciation  of  all   ma- 
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terial  interest  in,  and  all  controlling  autho- 
rity ever  her,  her  founders,  though  still 
stretching  out  to  her  a  helping  hand,  have 
emancipated  her  from  colonial  depend- 
ance,  while  yet  in  her  cradle. 

It  if  natural  that  from  a  tendency  to 
imitation,  and  from  a  spirit  of  deference 
to  the  advise#of  her  patrons,  who  have 
found  what  they  conceive  perfect  models 
in  the  institutions  of  their  own  country, 
her  constitution  and  her  laws  should 
closely  resemble  those  of  her  American 
fatherland,  but  the  resemblance  is  matter 
of  choice  not  of  constraint,  and  so  far 
as  experience  shall  show,  that  our  forms 
are  unsuited  to  the  future  character  or 
condition  of  tl^e  newborn  nation,  it  will 
be  free  to  change  them,  and  fashion  them 
in  such  shape  as  its  own  internal  neces- 
sities and  external  relations  shall  require. 
Removed  as  are  the  people  of  Liberia 
from  the  vortex  of  European  and  Ameri- 
can politics,  and  connected  by  political 
ties  and  political  interests  with  none  of 
the  jiowers  of  the  Christian  world,  they 
will  be  exempt  from  the  international 
complications  which  forever  threaten  the 
peace  of  the  European  continent,  and 
they  are  already  too  strong  to  have  any 
thing  to  fear  from  the  jealous  hostility  of 
the  native  tribes.  They  enjoy  the  uni- 
versal sympathy  of  enlightened  Christen- 
dom. Their  future  expansion  will  trench 
upon  none  of  the  territory  permanently 
appropriated  by  European  colonization. 
Their  independence  has  been  virtually  or 
formally  acknowledged  by  all  civilized 
powers;  and  there  is,  therefore,  nothing  in 
their  relations  to  other  commonwealths  to 
forbid  the  hope  of  an  almost  unending 
career  of  peace  and  prosperity. 

But  by.  what  means  is  their  national 
greatness  to  be  achieved?  First,  within 
their  own  proper  limits,  by  continued  ac- 
cessions of  population,  with  ii  creased 
material  means,  from  the  United  States, 
and  the  assiduous  cultivation  of  all  the 
arts  of  peace  ;  and,  then,  by  territorial  ex- 
tension along  the  coast  and  into  the  in- 
terior, as  fast  and  as  far  as,  not  the 
sword,  but  the  power  of  Christianity  and 
civilization  can  spread  their  bounds,  and 
fill  them  with  savages  converted  into  men. 
[i  as  been  observed  by  physical  geog- 
raphers, that  the  shallow  seas,  the  straight 
lines,  and  the  curves  of  great  radius, 
which  bound  the  African  Continent,  ad- 
mit of  but  few  harbors,  and,  therefore, 
seem  to  forbid  a  free  intercourse  between 
Africa  and  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  thus 
force  her  to  turn  back  upon  herself,  and 
seek  an  independent  s]  ontaneous  develop- 
ment, instead  of  building  her  progress 
upon  the  culture  which  other  nations  have 


accomplished  before  her.  Thus  the  wis- 
dom of  the  old  Egyptians,  whose  empire 
in  its  most  enlightened  period  was  isola- 
ted from  the  remainder  of  the  habitable 
globe,  by  pathless  deserts  and  harborless 
coasts,  was  aboriginal  and  of  indigenous 
gro  wth . 

In  this  idea  lies  a  hint  of  the  true  policy 
of  Liberia,  a  neglect  of  which  has  hith- 
erto proved  the  great  economical  error  of 
her  people.  They  have  made  haste  to  be 
rich,  not  by  diligent  elaboration  of  the 
great  resources  of  their  soil,  and  by  cre- 
ating out  of  the  raw  material,  which 
bounteous  nature  has  placed  at  their  dis- 
posal, the  elements  of  wealth,  and  power 
and  greatness  :  but,  by  a  commerce,  the 
capital  for  whose  successful  prosecution 
they  have  not  yet  accumulated,  and  whose 
exclusive  pursuit  cannot  but  be  highly 
prejudicial  to  more  important  branches  of 
industry,  and  consequently  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  Liberian  State. 

The  soil  of  Liberia  yields  in  profusion  all 
that  ministers  to  the  corporeal  necessities, 
comforts  and  elegancies  of  refined  life. 
Whatever  man  requires  for  his  shelter,  his 
clothing,  his  food ,  the  preservation  or  resto- 
ration of  his  health,  the  higher  enjoyments 
as  well  as  the  lowerappetites  of  his  sensuous 
being,  all  are  found  here,  and  the  widest 
range  of  commercial  exchange  can  add 
nothing  to  that  which  Africa  now  sponta- 
neously yields  or  can  readily  be  made  to 
produce.  Were  it  then  true,  as,  happily 
for  our  moral  and  spiritual  interests,  it  is 
not,  that  man's  life  doth  indeed  consist  in 
the  abundance  of  that  which  he  possesseth, 
the  Liberian  wisely  availing  himself  of 
the  bounty  of  indigenous  Nature,  and, 
consequently,  without  any  acquisitions 
from  foreign  traffic,  rivaling  in  wealth,  and 
luxury,  and  all  the  constituents  of  mate- 
rial greatness,  the  barbaric  splendor  of  the 
half-civilized  East,  might  fairly  be  pro- 
nounced the  most  favored  and  fortunate  of 
mortals.  But  let  us  rather  hope  that,  to 
these  good  things  of  outward  life,  he  will 
add  the  better  blessings  that  flow  from 
knowledge,  philosophy,  morality,  and  re- 
ligion, that,  in  spite  of  the  enervating 
physical  influences,  the  stronger  appetites, 
and   the  manifold   temptations  of  tropical 

,  he  will  subordinate  the  sei 
to  the  spiritual  man,  and  revive,  in  a  chris- 
tian form,  the  old  -lories  which,  under 
a  like  fervid  sun,  shed  such  lustre  on  the 
epochs  of  heathen  Sesostris  and  moslem 
Haroun  al  Raschid. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  economi- 
cal precept  most  earnestly  to  be  inculcated 
n  the  rising  commonwealth  is,  Poster 
1  not  commerce    at  the  cost  of    productive 
|  industry,  and  seek  not  from  abroad  those 
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treasures  which  nature  offers  you  in  more 
plentiful  abundance  at  home. 

I  would  by  no  means  contend  that  Libe- 
ria ought  to  imitate  the  jealous  policy  of 
China  in  excluding  strangers  from  her 
territory,  or  depriving  her  people  of  the 
advantage  of  being  their  own  carriers  in 
foreign  traffic;  but  the  first  aim  of  her 
government  and  her  counsellors  should  be 
so  to  develop  her  domestic  resources  and 
to  cultivate  her  capabilities  as  to  enable 
her-to  control  her  commerce  instead  of  de- 
pending upon  it  ;  to  make  it  an  adjunct — 
not  a  fundamental  condition — of  her  inter- 
nal prosperity. 

When  we  consider  the  fertility  of  the 
soil,  its  adaptation  to  the  growth  of  the 
vegetable  products  most  coveted  in  civil- 
ized countries,  either  as  furnishing  raw 
material  for  manufacturing  industry,  or  as 
ministering  directly  to  the  luxury  and  ele- 
gance of  refined  life,  the  probable  mineral 
treasures  of  its  interior  districts,  and 
especially  the  proximity  of  its  coasts  to 
the  great  marts  of  the  old  world,  we  can- 
not doubtthat  Liberia,  rich  in  the  wealth  of 
both  Indies,  and  nearer  by  hundreds  of 
leagues  than  either  of  them  to  the  shores 
of  Europe,  must,  in  the  end,  contribute 
greatly  to  swell  the  current  of  maritime 
commerce. 

But  the  material  for  this  commerce 
must  first  be  won  by  assiduous  toil  from 
the  bosom  of  the  earth,  and  augmented  by 
contributions  from  the  productive  regions 
of  Central  Africa,  when  the  Liberian  Re- 
public shall  have  opened  new  paths  to  in- 
ternal commerce,  and  grown  powerful 
enough  to  protect  them  against  the  jeal- 
ousy or  the  rapacity  of  the  native  tribes  ; 
her  harbors  must  be  rendered  more  acces- 
sible and  secure  ;  judicious  sanitary  meas- 
ures must  have  diminished  the  dangers  of 
her  climate  to  foreign  residents  ;  she  must 
have  fortified  her  ports  and  acquired  the 
physical  strength  to  deny  participation  in 
her  trade  to  those  nations  which  refuse 
to  acknowledge  the  principles  of  a  just  re- 
ciprocity in  commercial  intercourse. — 
Doubtless,  commerce,  with  Europe  and 
America,  may  itself  be  made  auxiliary  to 
the  attainment  of  these  ends,  but  they 
should  be  chiefly  sought  by  means  inde- 
pendent of  maritime  trade,  and  to  Liberia, 
as  to  other  nations,  foreign  commerce  can 
be  truly  profitable  only  while  it  is  not  re- 
garded as  indispensable. 

It  has  not  before  happened  in  the  his- 
tory of  man,  that  a  virgin  tropical  soil  has 
been  offered  to  him  for  free  industrial  elabo- 
ration under  the  influences  of  Christianity 
and  civilization.  The  equatorial  regions 
conquered  by  Spain  and  Portugal  in  'he 
sixteenth   century    were   already   densely 


peopled,  agriculture  and  manufactures  had 
been  carried  to  considerable  perfection,  and 
society  was  organized  upon  a  basis  not 
much  inferior  to  that  of  contemporaneous 
Europe. 

The  conquerors  sousrht  to  found  slavish 
tyrannies,  not  free  and  independent  com- 
monwealths, to  drain  the  realms  they  had 
subdued,  not  to  develop  their  resources 
and  elevate  them  to  the  rank  of  civilized 
christian  empires.  Their  native  popula- 
tion, the  serfs  not  the  subjects  of  their 
rulers,  toiled  for  stranger  and  foreign  lords, 
and  even  the  permanent  European  settlers 
were  kept  in  the  worst  condition  of  colo- 
nial dependance,  and  the  most  humiliating 
vassalage  to  the  mother  crjuntry. 

But,  in  Liberia,  the  face  of  the  earth 
was  void,  and  though  it  abounded  with 
every  plant  and  herb  of  the  field,  yet  we 
may  almost  literally  say,  there  was  not  a 
man  to  till  the  ground. 

This  new  garden,  which  the  Creator 
has  planted,  has  been  given  as  a  heritage 
to  the  sons  of  Ham,  who  went  forth  into 
bondage,  brutified  heathen  savages,  and 
now  return  to  Ethiopia,  which  opens  her 
arms  to  receive  them,  free  christian  civil- 
ized men. 

They  are  commencing  their  national 
career  under  the  most  auspicious  circum- 
stances of  external  relation  and  local  con- 
dition, and  if  thus  favored,  they  shall  fail 
to  achieve  prosperity  and  happiness  for 
themselves,  and  to  do  great  things  for  de- 
based and  wretched  Africa,  men  will  need 
no  further  proof  that  the  Ethiopian  is  in- 
deed an  inferior  race,  and  the  Caucasian 
may  well  scorn  to  acknowledge  him  as  a 
brother. 

Let  us  now  consider  the  moral  position 
which  Liberia  may  be  expected  to  sustain 
towards  the  vast  continent,  a  few  degrees 
of  whose  coast  she  now  occupies.  With 
the  comparatively  unimportant  exception 
of  Abyssinia,  the  only  means  of  moral 
and  intellectual  culture  which  independent 
Africa  has  hitherto  enjoyed  has  been  the 
Mahommedan  religion.  A  distinguished 
living  writer  observes,  "Something  like 
Judaism  or  Platonism,  must  always  pre- 
cede Christianity,  except  in  those  who 
have  really  received  Christianity  as  a  living 
powerin their  childhood."  lslamism,are- 
ligion  almost  identical  with  Judaism  in  its 
moral  and  social  aspects,  however  repug- 
nant to  European  ideas  of  ethical  and  the- 
ological truth  has,  in  Africa,  been  always 
a  forward  step,  and  the  Moslem  is  as 
much  advanced  above  the  heathen  Ethio- 
pian as  the  christian  European  is  above 
him.  With  Islamism  come  the  rejection 
of  idolatry  and  polytheism,  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  true  God,  the  doctrine  of  ab- 
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solute  unquestioning   submission   to   His 
will,  and  unrepining  resignation  to  all  the 
dispensations  of   His   providence,  so   re- 
markably exemplified  in  Musselman  life, 
reverence  for  a  revealed  word,  the  history 
of  God's  chosen  people,  even  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  divine  mission  of   His   Son, 
and     finally    organized     commonwealths, 
laws,  letter's,  anil  the  useful  arts.    When- 
ever the  religion  of  Mahommed  is  preached 
it  is  promulgated  in  the  sacred  language  of 
Arabia— the  original  tongue  of  the  Koran 
—which  is  never  read  in  translation,  ex- 
cept by  way  of  commentary.     That  noble 
speech,  one  of  the  most  powerful  instru- 
ments of  human  thought,  is  thus  propa- 
gated as  widely  as  the  faith,  whose  reve- 
lations and  whose  symbols  can   be  prop- 
erly  uttered  in  no  other  tongue,  and  all 
its   vast   stores   of   knowledge,  and    elo- 
quence,  and  poetry,  are  made  accessible 
wherever  the  doctrines  of  Islam  areadapted.  :i 
In  spite,  therefore,  of  the  rigid  exclusive- 
ness  of  Mohammedanism,  and  the  hostil- 
ity  it  inculcates  against  t  very  unbeliever,  j| 
it  is,  nevertheless,"the  pioneer  of  civiliza-  j 
tion,  and  in  the  scheme  of  Providence  the  || 
precursor  of  Christianity  among  the  hea-  |i 
then.  .  I 

It  is  remarkable,  that  this   patriarchal 
form    of   religion   which,    elsewhere,  has 
well  nigh  fulfilled  its  mission,  and  through-  , 
out  the  Asiatic  continent  is  retreating  be-  j 
fore  the  triumphs  of  that  purified  christi-  i 
anity  which  American  apostles  are  doing  so 
much  to  diffuse,  is  in  Central  Africa  alone  an 
aggressive  and  growing  influence.    Hither 
only  does  Mecca  send  forth  her  missiona- 
ries, and  hence  alone  does  she  hope  to  re- 
cruit the  pilgrim  host  which,  in  the  palmy 
days    of    Islamism,   flocked   from    every 
quarter  to   worship  at  her  shrine.     Retir- 
ing from  Eastern   Europe,  and  .enfeebled 
in'all  the  Asiatic  realms,  Mohammedan- 
ism takes  refuge  in  pagan  Africa,  there  to 
rule  her  appointed  hour,  and  then  to  give 
place  to  that  divine  faith  for  which,  in  the 
hands  of  an  overruling  Providence,  even 
her    intolerant    spirit,    by   the    complete 
eradication  of  polytheistic  and  idolatrous 
superstition,  has  been  made  to  pave  the 
way. 

But  it  is  not  over  paganism  alone  that 
African  Mohammedanism  is  winning  con- 
quests, and  its  modern  encroachments 
upon  Christianity  are  due  to  the  same 
cause  which  mainly  promoted  its  old  suc- 
cesses against  the  nominal  followers  of 
the  Cross  in  Asiatic  and  European  Tur- 
key. Wherever  Islamism  has  triumphed 
over  other  creeds,  it  has  conquered  as  a 
new  revelation,  a  higher  and  more  spirit- 
ual dispensation,  and  it  has  never  raised 
a  single  trophy  over  Christianity,  except 


where  Christianity  itself  has  become  so 
corrupted  and  so  depraved  as  to  have  sunk 
below  Mohammedanism  .whether  regarded 
as  a  spiritual  or  as  a  moral  influence  ; 
whether  as  a  rule  of  obedience  to  God,  or 
of  social  duty  to  man. 

The  debased  Christianity  of  Southern 
Abyssinia  has  not  vitality  enough  to  resist 
the  assaults  of  an  energetic,  living,  though 
erroneous  faith,  and  under  the  preaching 
of  the  missionaries  of  the  Koran,  thous- 
ands of  those  whose  infancy  lisped  the 
name  of  Christ  have  now  uttered  the  pro- 
fession, There  is  no  God  but  God,  and 
Mohammed  is  his  prophet. 

If,  then,  we  would  resist  the  spread  of 
Islamism  at  the  only  point  where  it  is  ad- 
vancing its  land  marks,  or  if  we  would 
plant    with    a  nobler  vine  the  fields  it  has 
reclaimed  from  pagan  desolation,  we  shall 
find  in  Africa  the  most  abundant  room  for 
j  the   exercise  of  the  apostolic  spirit,  and 
|  the  widest  theatre  for  the  display  of  every 
I  form  of  christian  benevolence. 

But,  aside  from  philanthropic  and  polit- 
!  ical  considerations,  the  African  continent 
I  is  rich  in  scientific  attraction,  and  our  re- 
!  lations  with  a  country  which  is  the  origi- 
nal home  of  so  numerous  a  portion  of  our 
own  population,  cannot  but  clothe  it  with 
a  special  interest  for  us.     I  do  not  refer  to 
i  those  ethnological  questions  which    have 
1  been  and  are  discussed  with  such  zealous 
!  and   sometimes   acrimonious   heat,  but  to 
the  natural  and  civil  history  and  the  geog- 
raphy of  a  land   which,  for  thousands  of 
years,  has  furnished  to  the  scientific  en- 
quirer more  wonders  and  more  enigmas 
than  the  rest  of  the  globe  together. 

Caput  Mli  queerere,  the  search  for  the 
sources  of  the  Nile,  has  for  twenty  centu- 
ries been  used,  as  a  proverbial  expression, 
to  stigmatize  a  vain  and  hopeless  search, 
and  the  problem  indicated  by  it,  though  at 
last  apparently  near  its  solution,  is  yet 
among  the  desiderata  of  geography.  The 
course  and  outlet  of  the  Niger  till  detected 
by  the  heroism  of  Park  and.  Lander  was 
nearly  as  mysterious;  the  vast  Sahara, 
though  known  to  be  studded  with  oases, 
rich  in  animal  and  vegetable  life,  is  almost 
a  blank  upon  our  maps  ;  and  now  the 
verification  of  the  reported  discovery  of 
almost  civilized  nations,  of  inland  towns, 
rivalling  in  extent  and  population  thegreal 
cities  of  Europe,  and  of  a  Mediterranean 
wholly  Ethiopian,  a  Central  sea,  whose 
surface  many  times  exceeds  the  combined 
area  of  all  our  North  American  lakes,  is* 
held  out  as  a  tempting  lure  to  the  enter- 
prise  of  the  adventurous  traveler.  I  he 
natural  history  of  Africa,  scarcely  less 
unique  and  peculiar  than  that  oi  Australia, 
I  offers,  in  both  the  vegetable  and  the  am- 
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mnl  kingdoms,  a  boundless  field  of  inquiry. 
The  collections  of  every  visitant  furnish 
new  proof  that  botanical  learning  has  not 
yel  exhausted  the  flora  of  the  native  soil 
of  myrrh,  and  frankincense,  and  cinna- 
mon, and  the  coffee  plant,  while  the  zool- 
ogist finds  the  land  of  the  giraffe  and  the 
hippopotamus,  as  did  the  naturalists  of 
old  Greece  and  Rome,  forever  fertile  in 
new  animal  wonders. 

The  journeys  of  Marco  Polo,  of  Man- 
deville,  of  Rubruquis,  and  other  early 
travellers,  however  remarkable  in  them- 
selves, were  isolated  facts,  attended  with 
no  very  important  results,  and  the  regular 
career  of  modern  geographical  discovery 
must  he  considered  as  beginning  with  the 
partial  exploration  and  conquest  of  North- 
western Africa,  by  the  Portuguese  in  the 
fourteenth  century,  when  the  power  of 
the  Mohammedans  in  the  Spanish  penin- 
sula had  become  so  weakened  that:  Portu- 
gal, then  in  her  heroic  age,  cottid  venture 
to  cross  the  straits  and  wage  war  against 
the  Moors  on  African  soil.  That  enlight- 
ened monarch,  John  I,  personally  shared 
in  the  dangers  and  glories  of  these  enter- 
prises, and  during  his  reign,  and  for  a 
century  after,  voyages  of  discovery  along 
the  Libyan  coast  followed  each  other  in 
rapid  succession.  The  Madeira  islands 
and  other  insular  groups  of  the  Eastern 
Atlantic  were  soon  discovered,  and  before 
the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century  Diaz  had 
crossed  that  fiery  zone,  which  popular 
geography  had  pronounced  impassable  by 
man,  and  da  Gama,  by  doubling  the  for- 
midable "  Cape  of  Storms,"  (which  the 
sanguine  courage  of  the  Portuguese  King, 
with  better  augury,  re-christened  'The 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,')  and  opening  a 
new  route  to  India,  had  confirmed  the 
geographical  accuracy  of  the  disputed 
narrative  of  African  circumnavigation  by 
Carthaginian  voyagers. 

The  successes  of  the  Portuguese  in  Af- 
rican discovery  and  conquest  had  given  a 
Stimulating  impulse  to  the  commercial  en- 
terprise of  Spain,  of  England,  and  of 
France,  and  hence  had  resulted  numerous 
importan  maritime  expeditions,  the  most 
memoiable  of  which,  as  well  as,  perhaps, 
the  first  properly  national  effort  of  any  of 
those  countries  in  the  field  of  nautical  ex- 
ploration,  was  that  greatest  of  human  ex- 
ploits, the  voyage  of  Columbus.  But  in 
spite  of  the  rivalry  which  her  example 
had  incited,  Portugal  was  able  to  monop- 
olize, as  her  own  peculiar  domain,  both 
Africa  and  Southern  Asia,  and  she  strength- 
ened her  title  to  those  infidel  realms  by 
the  p  ipal  bull,  which  divided  the  spoils  of 
the  East  and  the  West  between  His  Most 


Faithful  Majesty  of  Portugal  and  his  Moat 
Catholic  brother  of  Spain. 

The  restless  activity  of  the  Portuguese 
soon  explored  the  eastern  shores  of  the 
great  peninsula,  and  before  the  middle  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  their  emissaries  had 
visited  the  capital  of  Abyssinia,  the  sup- 
posed residence  of  the  fabled  Prester  John, 
whose  court  from  the  time  of  .Mandeville 
had  occupied  so  important  a  place  in  the 
imagination  of  Europe,  as  the  concentra- 
tion of  all  the  power,  and  splendor,  and 
wisdom  of  the  East.  The  traders  of  the 
factories,  early  founded  by  the  same  en- 
ergetic people  on  the  Western  coast,  soon 
penetrated  far  into  the  interior,  established 
commercial  relations  with  lemote  tribes, 
and,  as  there  is  good  rer..-  n  to  believe, 
had  acquired  two  hundred  years  ago  a 
better  acquaintance  with  tropical  Africa 
than  the  scientific  world  at  this  moment 
possesses.  But  it  did  not  suit  the  policy 
of  the  government  or  the  commercial  jeal- 
ousy of  the  merchants  to  reveal  their 
knowledge  to  the  rest  of  Europe.  The 
reports  of  the  Portuguese  explorers  were 
therefore  suppressed  altogether,  or  allowed 
to  circulate  only  in  manuscript,  in  which 
perishable  form  some  of  them  still  exist  in 
the  national  archives  and  other  great  cot- 
lections. 

From  the  sixteenth  to  the  latter  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century;  therefore,  when 
Bruce's  wonderful  journey  again  aroused 
European  curiosity  and  interest  in  Central 
Africa,  little  progress  was  made  in  the  gen- 
eral knowledge  of  that  continent,  but  from 
that  period  to  the  present  day,  an  almost 
uninterrupted  succession  of  explorers,  who 
have  perilled  and  too  often  sacrificed  their 
lives  in  fruitless  attempts  to  disclose  the 
mysteries  of  its  geography,  has  proved 
the  romantic  and  powerful  attraction  with 
which  it  is  invested. 

Of  late  years  it  is  chiefly  to  German 
zeal  and  enterprise,  that  the  world  is  in- 
debted for  its  increasing  knowledge  of 
African  geography,  and  the  name  of 
Barth,  who  has  just  returned  from  one  of 
the  most  painful  and  hazardous  journeys 
ever  accomplished  by  civilized  man,  must 
be  acknowledged  as  standing  at  the  head 
of  the  list  of  African  discoverers,  if  not 
of  modern  travellers. 

American  philanthropy  can  boast  of 
martyrs  to  the  cause  of  African  christian- 
ization  and  improvement,  but  ami  112:  the 
victims  whose  lives  have  been  sacrificed 
to  science  on  Libyan  soil,  we  can  claim  as 
our  own  no  name  but  that  of  our'famoua 
Ledyard,  who  died  in  Egypt  before  he  had 
gathered  any  of  those  new  laurels  which 
could  not  have  failed  to  crown  his  brow, 
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had  he  escaped  the  fate  which  has  struck 
down  so  many  of  his  successors  in  the 
same  perilous  path  to  fame. 

The  achievements  of  Fremont  and  of 
Kane,  not  to  mention  other  meritorious 
explorers,  prove  that  there  exist  among 
as  men  possessed  of  the  requisite  hardi- 
hood, zeal,  endurance,  prudence,  and 
knowledge,  to  compete  successfully  in  the 
field  of  geographical  discovery  with  any 
of  those  who  have  earned  the  highest  dis- 
tinction as-  scientific  travellers,  and  it  is 
earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  some  American 
candidate  for  fame  will  ere  long  accomplish 
somewhat  in  that  common  field  of  explo- 
ration, which  is  now  the  most  attractive 
and  promising  terra  incognita  on  the  earth 's 
surface,  and  thereby  contribute  to  dis- 
charge the  obligations  which,  in  so  many 
ways,  we  owe  to  Africa. 

But  if  Americans  of  the  white  race 
shall  fail  to  perform  this  duty,  we  may 
well  hope  that  it  will  be  fulfilled  in  large 
measure  by  sons  of  the  Americano  Afri- 
can empire  of  Liberia.  Among  her  peo- 
ple may  be  found  young  men  possessed  of 
the  suitable  physical  constitution  and  moral 
attributes,  and  who  may  readily  be  im- 
bued with  the  scientific  culture  required  for 
the  solution  of  the  great  problems  of  Lib- 
yan geography.  Their  position  gives 
them  unrivaled  facilities  for  the  prepara- 
tory studies  in  natural  history,  in  ethno- 
logy, in  language,"  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  observances  necessary  to  disarm  the 
suspicions  and  conciliate  the  good  will  of 
the  ruder  tribes.  The  community  of  color 
and  of  blood  will  appeal  to  the  sympathies 
of  the  native  races,  and  the  superior  intel- 
ligence of  the  traveller  will  win  for  him  a 
confidence  and  respect  which  none  of  the 
dreaded  white  family  could  ever  hope  to 
command. 

For  similar  reasons,  the  Liberian  State,, 
wisely  administered,  may  aspire  to  exert, 
first  a  mural,  and  then,  more  or  less  di- 
rectly a  political  influence  over  the  entire 
peninsula.  It  will  become  a  focus  of 
knowledge,  and  art,  and  moral  culture, 
and  spiritual  religion,  irradiate  with  light 
ith  the  whole  of  that  dark  continent, 
and  bring  back  to  the  church  of  the  New- 
Testament  the  land  that  gave  to  the  church 
the  greatest  of  her  uninspired  luminaries, 
Augustin. 

The  exodus  of  the  degraded  Etl 
from  the  new  world,  which  his  toils  have 
done  so  much  to  build  up,  his  emancipation 
from  the  restraints  which  here  obstruct 
him,  his  restoration  to  the  birth-place  of  his 
ancestors,  may  not  improbably  be  an  event 
scarcely  -less  important  in  human  history 
than  the  return  of  the  Hebrews  to  the 
Land  of  Canaan. 
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Let,  then,  Ethiopia,  indeed,  "stretch 
out  her  hands  to  God,"  but  look  to  her 
own  sons  as  the  earthly  instruments  of  her 
redemption  from  bondage,  temporal,  in- 
tellectual, and  spiritual,  and  let  us  strive 
to  contribute  to  the  distant,  perhaps,  but 
still  certain,  fulfillment  of  the  prediction, 
that  Africa  shall  be  explored,  civilized, 
christianized,  by  Africans. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  L.  M.  Lee,  of  Virginia, 
who  was  expected  to  speak  on  the  occa- 
sion, was  by  the  severity  of  the  w,eather, 
and  obstructions  in  travelling,  prevented 
from  arriving  in  the  city  in  time.  The 
Rev.  Dr.  Dewitt,  of  New  York,  and  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Burrows,  of  Virginia,  favored 
the  meeting  with  earnest  and  eloquent 
speeches,  expressive  of  deep  interest  in 
the  enterprise  and  their  confident  expecta- 
tion of  its  future  and  great  success.  The 
Society  then  adjourned  to  the  next  day  (the 
16th)  in  the  lecture  room  of  the  church. 

January  16. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

John  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq.,  was  elected 
President. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected 
Vice  Presidents  : 

Vice  Presidents. 

1.  Gen.  John  H.  Cocke,  of  Virginia. 

2.  Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer, of  Va. 

3.  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.  of  Conn. 

4.  Hon.  Theo.  Frelinghuysen,  of  N.  J. 

5.  Hon.  Louis  McLean,  of  Maryland. 

6.  Moses  Allen,  Esq.,  of  New  York. 

7.  Gen.  Walter  Jones,  of  Dis.  of  Col. 

8.  Joseph  Gales,  Esq.,  do 

9.  Rt.  Rev.  Win.  Meade,  D.  D.  of  Va. 

10.  Rev.    James    0.   Andrew,    D.    D., 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 

11.  William  Maxwell,  Esq.,  of  Virginia. 

12.  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio. 

13.  Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  of  New  York. 

14.  Stephen  Duncan,  M.  D.,  of  Miss. 

15.  Hon.  William  C.  Rives,  of  Va. 

16.  Rev.  William  Wkians,  D.  D. of  Miss. 

17.  James  Boorman,  Esq.,  of  N.  Y. 

18.  Henry  A.  Foster,  Esq.,,  of  do. 

19.  Robert  Campbell,  Esq.,  of  Georgia. 

20.  Hon.  Peter  D.  Vroom,  of  N.  J. 

21.  Hon.  James  Garland,  of  Virginia. 
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22.  Hon.  Willard  Hall,  df  Delaware. 

23.  Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Ot'ey,  of  Term. 

24.  Gerard  Ralston,  Esq.,  of  England. 

25.  Rev.C.  Van  Rensselaer,  D.  D. of  N.J. 

26.  Thomas  Hodgkin,  M.  D.,  of  Eng. 

27.  Rev.  E.  Burgess,  D.  D.,  of  Mass. 

28.  Thomas  R.  Hazard,  Esq.,  of  R.  I. 

29.  Thomas  Massie,  M.  D.,  of  Va. 

30.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  U.  S.  A. 

31.  Hon.  L.  d.  C.  Elmer,  of  N.  J. 

32.  James  Raily,  Esq.,  of  Miss. 

33.  Rev.  G.  W.  Bethune,  D.  D.,  of  N.  Y. 

34.  Rev.  Beverly  Waugh,  D.  D.,  Bishop 

of  the  Meth.  Epis.  Church. 

35.  Rev.  W.  B.  Johnson,  D.  D.  of  S.  C. 

36.  Moses  Sheppard,  Esq.,  of  Md. 

37.  Rt.  Rev.  C.  P.  Mcllvaine,  D.  D.  of  0. 

38.  Rev.  T.  J.  Edgar,  D.  D.,  of  Tenn. 

39.  Hon.  J.  R.  Underwood,  of  Ky. 

40.  Rev.  J.  J.  Janeway,  D.  D.,  of  N.  J. 

41.  Hon.  H.  L.  Lumpkin,  of  Geo. 

42.  James  Lenox,  Esq.,  of  N.  Y. 

43.  Rev.  Joshua  Soule,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of 

the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 

44.  Rev.  T.  C.  Upham,  D.  D.,  of  Me. 

45.  Hon.  Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio. 

46.  Hon.  Thos.  W.  Williams,  of  Conn. 

47.  B.ev.  John  Early,  D.  D. ,  of  Virginia. 

48.  Rev.  Lovick  Pierce,  D.  D.,  of  Ga. 

49.  Hon..  R.  J.  Walker,  of  Miss. 

50.  Samuel  Gurney,  Esq  ,  of  England. 

51.  Charles  McMicken,  Esq  ,  of  Ohio. 

52.  John  Bell,  M.  D.,  of  Penn. 

53.  Hon.  Charles  M.  Conrad,  of  La. 

54.  Rev.  Robert  Ryland,  of  Va. 

55.  Hon.  Fred.  P.  Stanton,  of  Tenn. 

56.  Rev.  Nathan  Bangs,  0.  D.,  of  N.  Y. 

57.  John  Beveridge,  Esq.,  do. 

58.  Hon.  James  M.  Wayne,  of  Ga. 

59.  Hon.  Robert  P.  Stockton,  of  N.  J. 

60.  Hon.  Henry  W.  Collier,  of  Ala. 

61.  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  of  Massv 

62.  Hon.  Washington  Hunt,  of  N.  Y. 

63.  Hon.  Horatio  S.  Seymour,      do. 

64.  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Wright,  of  Ind. 

65.  Hon.  Joseph  C.  Hornblower,  of  N.  J. 

66.  Hon.  George  F.  Fort,  of  N.  J. 

67.  Gen.  John  S.  Dorsey,  <      do 

68.  Hon.  Ralph  J.  ingersoll,  of  Conn. 

69.  Benjamin  Silliman,  LL.  D.,    do. 


70.  Hon.  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  of  Penn. 

71.  Hon.  Edward  Coles,  of  Penn. 

72.  Rev.  Howard  Malcom,  D.  D.,  do. 

73.  Rev.  J.  P.  Durbin,  D.  D.,         do. 

74.  Edward  McGehee,  Esq.,  of  Miss. 

75.  Thomas  Henderson,  Esq.,      do. 

76.  Daniel  Turnbull,  Esq.,  of  La. 

77.  Hon.  Thos.  H.  Seymour,  of  Conn. 

78.  Hon.  Samuel  F.  Vinton,  of  Ohio. 

79.  Rev.  O.  C.  Baker,  of  N.  H.,  Bishop 

of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

80.  Hon.  William  Appleton,  of  Mass. 

81.  Rev.   E.  S  Janes,  D.  D.,  of  N.  V., 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

82.  Rev.    Matthew  Simpson,   D.  D.,  of 

Pa.,  Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

83.  Rev.  Levi  Scott,  D.  D.,  of  Delaware, 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church.* 

84.  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  of  Dist.  of  Col. 

85.  E.  R.  Alberti,  Esq.,  of  Fla, 

86.  Judge  Ormond,  of  Alabama. 

87.  Hon.  Daniel  Chandler,  of  do. 

88.  Rev.  Robert  Paine,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of 

theM.  E.  Church,  South. 

89.  Hon.  J.  J.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky. 

90.  Rev.  R.  J.  Breckenridge,  D.  D.ofdo. 

91.  Solomon  Sturges,  Esq.,  of  Ohio. 

92.  Rev.  T.  A.   Morris,  D.  D.,  of  do., 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

93.  Henry  Stoddard,  Esq.,  of  do. 

94.  Rev.  E.  R.  Ames,  D.  D.,  of  Indiana, 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

95.  Hon.  S.  A.  Douglass,  of  111. 

96.  Rev.  Jas.  C.  Finley,  of    do. 

97.  Hon.  Edward  Bates,  of  Mo. 
98f  Hon.  J.  B.  Miller,  of      do. 
99.  Hon.  W.  F.  Darby,  of    do. 

100.  Rev.  N.  L.  Rice,  D.  D.,  of  do. 

101.  Hon.  H.  S.  Foote,  of  Cal. 

102.  Hon.  J.  B.  Crockett,  of  do. 

103.  Oov.  H.  Dutton,  of  Conn. 

104.  Capt.  George  F.  Patten,  of  Maine. 
After  which  the  Society   adjourned   to 

the  3d  Tuesday  in  January,   1857,  at  7 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

W.  McLAIN, 

Secretary. 
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Extracts  from  the  Minutes 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society  met  the  15th  of 
January,  185fi,  at  12  o'clock,  M.,  in  the 
basement  of  Trinity  Church,  City  of 
Washington.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Society,  in  the  chair. 

After  prayer,  by  Rev.  Dr'.  Babcock,  of 
Philadelphia,  on  motion,  Rev.  Dr.  B.  J. 
Haight,  of  New  York,  was  appointed 
Secretary  to  the  Board,  and  Dr.  J.  W. 
Lugenbeel,  Assistant  Secretary. 

G.  P.  Disosway,  Esq.,  S.  H.  Hunting- 
ton, Esq.,  and.  William  Coppinger,  Esq., 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  creden- 
tials. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  the 
reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

Rev.  W.  McLain,  Secretary  of  the 
Society,  read  the  thirty -ninth  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Society  ;  which,  on  motion, 
was  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  for 
revision,  with  a  view  to  its  publication, 
and  to  designate  the  portions  to  be  read  at 
the  anniversary  of  the  Society  this  even- 
ing. / 

Rev.  Mr.  Pinney,  and  Rev.  Drs.  Mac- 
lean and  Babcock  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  9 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  January  16. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Davidson, 
the  minutes  of  the  session  yesterday, 
were  r*ad  and  approved. 

The  committee  on  credentials  reported 
the  following  delegates  from  State  Socie- 
ties : 

Maine  Colonization  Society — Professor 
T.  C.  Upham. 

Connecticut  Colonization   Society — Hon. 


of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

J.  A.  Rockwell,*  Hon.  L.  F.  S.  Foster,* 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey,*  Hon.  John  Wood- 
ruff,* Hon.  Ebenezer  Flower,*  Hon.  S. 
H.  Huntington,*  H.  Huntington,  Esq., 
William  Williams,  Esq.,  and  Rev.  John 
Orcutt.* 

JVeio  York  State  Colonization  Society — 
Rev.  Thomas  DeWitt,  D.  D.,*  Rev.  B.  J. 
Haight,  D.  D.,*  Rev.  J.  N.  McLeod,  D. 
D.,  Rev.  John  B.  Pinney,*  Hon.  Wash- 
ington Hunt,  Hon.  Hamilton  Fish,*  D. 
I  M.  Reese,  M.  D.,  Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esq., 
Smith  Bloomfield,  Esq.,*  H.  M.  Schieffe- 
lin,  Esq  ,  G  P.  Disosway,  Esq.,*  John 
C.  Devereux,  Esq.,  Hon.  D.  S.  Gregory, 
William  Coppinger,  Esq.* 

Neiv  Jersey  Colonization  Society. — Wil- 
liam Rankin,  Esq.,  J.  G.  Goble,  M.  D., 
Daniel  Price,  Esq.,  Rev.  S.  B.  Howe,  D. 
D.,*  Rev.  R.  Davidson,  D.  D.,*  J.  P. 
Jackson,  Esq.* 

Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society — Rev. 
Rufus  Babcock,  D.  D.,*  President  W.  H. 
Allen,*  Rev.  John  Miller,*  Rev.  Howard 
Malcom,  D.  D.* 

Colonization  Society  of  the  District  of 
Columbia — Rev.  George  W.  Samson,* 
George  J.  Abbott,  Esq.,*  J.  W.  Lugen- 
beel, M.  D.* 

Virginia  Colonization  Society — Rev.  J. 
L.  Burrows,  D.  D.,*  Rev.  P.  Slaughter,* 
Rev.  Leroy  M.  Lee,  D.  D.,*  Rev.  W.  H. 
Starr,*  Dr.  Daniel  Green,*  Philip  Wil- 
liams, Esq.,*  Charles  T.  F.,Green,  Esq.,* 
George  Williamson,  Esq.* 

Kentucky  Colonization  Society — Rev.  A. 
M.  Cowan,*  Hon.  H.  Marshall,  Hon. 
W.  L.  Underwood,  Hon.  A.  K.  Marshall, 
Richard  Pindall,  Esq. 

Life  Directors  present — Rev.  J.  B.  Pin- 
ney, Rev.  W.  McLain,  Rev.  John  Mac- 
lean, D.  D.,  Rev.  R.  S.  Finley,  Rev.  R. 
R.  Gurley,  John  P.  Crozer  Esq. 

Executive    Committee    present — Harvey 
*  Those  marked  thus  (*)  were  present. 
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Standing  Committees — Resolutions. 


Lindsley,  M.  D.,  Hon.  E.  Whittlesey, 
W.  Gunton,  Esq. 

The  Annual  Statement  of  the  Executive 
Committee  to  the  Board  of  Directors  was 
read. 

The  President  announced  the  Standing 
Committees  of  the  Board,  as  follows  : 

Committee  on  Foreign  Relations—  Messrs. 
Maclean,  of  N.  J.,  Miller,  Rockwell, 
Howe  and  Fish. 

Committee  on  Finance— Messrs.  Orcutt, 
S.    H.    Huntington,   Howe,  Abbott  and 

Starr. 

Committee  onJluxiliary  Societies — Messrs. 
Allen,  Finley,  DeWitt,  Slaughter  and  Da- 
vidson. 

Committee  on  Agencies— Messrs.  Diso- 
sway,  Coppinger,  Bloomfield,  Gurley  and 
Finley. 

Committee  on  Accounts— Messrs.  Pinney, 
Malcom,  Lee,  Crozer  and  Burrows. 

Committee  on  Emigration—  Messrs.  Tra- 
cy, Gurley,  Davidson,  Samson  and  Bab- 
c*ck. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved  ;  That  so  much  of  the  Annual 
Report  and  the  statement  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  as  relates  to  foreign  rela- 
tions, to  finance,  to  auxiliary  societies,  to 
agencies,  to  accounts,  and  to  emigration, 
be  referred  to  the  standing  committees  on 
those  subjects  respectively. 
On  motion,  it  was  , 

Resolved  ;  That  so  much  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  Executive  Committee  as  refers 
to  legacies  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
chb  Finance. 

The  President  stated  the  order  of  the 
day,  being  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
tie  basis  of  representation  of  State  socie- 
ties, presented  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
of  the  Board  ;  which,  after  discussion,  on 
aotion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Slaughter,  was  made 
tie  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  confided 
tke  subject  of  an  exploration  of  the  coun- 
try lying  east  of  Liberia,  in  Africa,  at  the 
last  annual  meeting  of  the  Board,  present- 
ed the  following  report,  which  was  read  : 


The  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  subject  of  an  exploration  of  Afiica, 
respectfully  report, 

That  the  proposed  exploration  being 
dependent  upon  an  appropriation  to  be 
made  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
the  requisite  legislation  having,  as  is  known 
to  the  Board,  been  too  great  to  be  over- 
come by  any  means  within  the  control  of 
the  committee,  the  subject  is  unavoidably 
referred  back  to  the  Board.  The  commit- 
tee, however,  respectfully  express  their 
own  opinion,  that  the  importance  of  the 
subject  entitles  it  to  the  continued  attention 
of  the  Board. 

Wm.  Parker  Foulkb, 
W.  McLain, 
Elisha  Whittlesey. 

On  motion,  the  committee  on  exploration 
was  continued  until  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Board. 

On  motion,  the  Board  took  a  recess  for 
the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

After  the  meeting  of  the  Society,  the 
Board  was  called  to  order. 

The  following  proposition  to  amend  the 
7th  article  of  the  Constitution,  made  by 
the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society, 
and  published  in  the  official  paper  of  this 
Society,  for  October,  J  855,  to  wit :  Insert 
after  the  words  Executive  Committee, 
where  it  first  occurs  in  the  said  7th  article, 
the  words,  ''and  at  the  request  of  any 
three  of  the  Auxiliary  State  Societies, 
communicated  to  the  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary," was  then  considered  and  adopted, 
having  received  the  unanimous  sanction  of 
the  Board. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  Ik 
o'clock  this  evening. 

Evening  Session,  January  16. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  W.  McLain,  it  was 

Resolved  ;  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board 
be  presented  to  the  Hon.  George  P. 
Marsh  for  the  address  which  he  delivered 
at  the  annual  meeting  last  evening;  and 
that  a  copy  be  requested  for  publication. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  reported 
that  they  had  examined  the  Treasurer's 
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Representation  of  State  Societies. 


account,  and  found  the  same  correct.    (See 

the  exhibit,  page  25.) 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  the  care 
of  emigrants,  brought  to  our  notice  by 
the  statement  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Emigra- 
tion, to  consider  any  improvements  that 
may  be  made  in  our  present  system. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  9| 

o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  January  17. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. After  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  DeWitt, 
the  minutes  of  the  sessions  yesterday  were 
read,  amended,  and  adopted. 

A  printed  communication  from  Rev. 
Alex.  M.  Cowan,  agent  of  Kentucky 
State  Colonization  Society,  addressed  to 
the  President  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  was  presented  ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Emigration. 

The  Board  then  proceeded  to  the  order 
for  the  day,  being  the  majority  and  min- 
ority reports  of  the  committee  on  the 
basis  of  representation  of  State  societies, 
presented  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of 
the  Board. 

The  resolutions  presented  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  being  under  con- 
sideration, the  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean  offered 
a  substitute,  which,  after  various  amend- 
ments, was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

1.  Any  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
paying  personally  or  by  his  agent,  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  the  funds 
of  this  Society,  must  be  received  as  a 
director  for  life,  whether  contributed  by 
himself  or  by  others  in  his  behalf. 

2.  All  other  funds,  excepting  salaries 
and  agency  expenses,  received  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Society  from  inhabitants 
of  any  State  or  territory  where  there  is 
any  auxiliary  society,  or  from  inhabitants 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  if  there  shall 
be  an  auxiliary  in  said  District,  whether 
by  donation,  annual  subscription,  bequest, 
or  in  payment  for  the  African  Repository, 
shall  be  considered  as  received  from  the 
auxiliary  society  of  such  State,  Territory, 
or  District,  and  shall  be  reckoned  as  a 
basis  of  representation. 


3.  All  moneys  paid  from  the  treasury 
of  any  State,  Territorial,  or  District  so- 
ciety aforesaid,  with  the  previous  assent 
of  this  Society,  expressed  through  its 
proper  officers,  shall  be  considered  as  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  this  Society,  and  shall 
be  reckoned  as  a  basis  of  representation. 

The  Board  then  proceeded  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  majority  and  minority  re- 
ports of  the  committee  on  secretaryships, 
presented  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the 
Board,  when  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  Corres- 
ponding Secretary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of 
this  Society,  and  to  superintend  its  publi- 
cations. 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  Financial 
Secretary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  re- 
ceive, keep,  and  disburse  the  funds  of^the 
Society;  to  manage  the  procuring  and  out- 
fit of  vessels,  the  shipment  of  emigrants, 
and  generally  the  financial  and  commer- 
cial transactions  of  the  Society,  and  to 
conduct  the  correspondence  immediately 
connected  with  these  subjects. 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  Traveling 
Secretary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit, 
as  often  as  practicable,  and  as  the  interests 
of  the  Society  shall  require,  the  States 
and  Territories  of  the  United  States,  to 
promote  by  his  personal  agency  the  es- 
tablishment and  activity  of  State  and  Ter- 
ritorial societies,  auxiliary  to  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  and  to  super- 
intend the  collection  of  emigrant-3,  and 
their  transportation  to  their  respective 
places  of  embarkation. 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  Record- 
ing Secretary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
keep  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  and  to  keep  the  ac- 
counts and  books  of  business  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

On  motion  of  R.ev.  Mr.  Miller,  it  was, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  now  ap- 
pointed to  nominate  the  Secretaries  and 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Messrs.  Miller,  Maclean,  of  JST.  Jersey, 
Pinney,  Slaughter,  and  Lee,  were  ap- 
pointed said  committee. 

A  letter  from  Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  con- 
taining an  outline  of  the  report  on  the 
subject  of  emigration,  was  then  read, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Emigration. 
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Election  of  Secretaries  and  Eiecutire  Committee— Adjourned  Meeting. 


On  motion,  the'  Board  adjourned  to  7 
o'clock  this  evening. 

Evening  Session,  January  17. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  committee  "appointed  to  nominate 
the  secretaries  and  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee presented  their  report;  whereupon  the 
following  named  gentlemen  were  duly 
elected: 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Rev.  R.  R. 
Gurley. 

Financial  Secretary,  Rev.  W.  McLain. 

Traveling  Secretary,  Rev.  John  Orcutt. 

Recording  Secretary,  J.  W.  Lugenbeel, 
M.  D. 

Executive  Committee,  Harvey  Lindsly, 
M.  D.,  Hon.  E.  Whittlesey,  Joseph  H. 
Bradley,  Esq.,  A.  0.  Dayton,  Esq.,  Wil- 
liam Gunton,  Esq.,  W.  W.  Seaton,  Esq., 
Rev.  George  W.  Samson. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
presented  the  following  report ;  which  on 
motion,  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
respectfully  report, 

That  they  have  no  knowledge  of  any 
matter  connected  with  the  Foreign  Rela- 
tions of  the  Society  which  calls  for  the 
special  attention  of  the  Board. 

They  learn  with  gratitude  that,  in  the 
kind  providence  of  God,  the  affairs  of  the 
Republic  of  Liberia  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition,  and  that  the  new  administration 
of  that  country  commands  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  citizens  of  Liberia  and 
her  friends  in  this  country. 

On  motion,  it  was 


Resolved,  That  when  this  meeting  shall 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  the  first  Tues- 
day in  March  next. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Board  the  most  cogent  reasons  exist 
why  the  several  State  societies,  and  all 
the  friends  of  the  cause,  should  unite  their 
best  efforts  greatly  to  increase  the  income 
of  this  Society. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
hereby  express  their  sense  of  obligation 
to  the  Rev.  Rector,  wardens,  and  vestry  of 
Trinity  Church,  for  the  kindness  shown 
to  this  body,  by  opening  their  spacious 
edifice  to  the  Society  for  its  anniversary, 
and  the  basement  of  their  building  for 
the  meetings  of  this  Board. 

On  motion  of  Mr.   Disosway,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board 
be  presented  to  the  President  of  this  So- 
ciety for  the  impartial  and  able  manner  in 
which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
chair  on  the  present  occasion.   ■ 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Lee,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board 
be  presented  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Board,  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
other  officers,  for  their  important  services 
to  the  cause. 

The  minutes  were  then  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  the 
first  Tuesday  in  March,  1856,  at  12 
o'clock,  M. 

The   meeting  was  closed   with    prayer 

by  Rev.  Dr.  Lee. 

JOHN  H.  B.  LATROBE, 
President  A.  C.  S. 
B.  J.  Haight,  Secretary. 
J.  W.  Lugenbeel,  Asst.  Secretary. 


Adjourned  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

[Extracts  from  the  Minutes.] 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society  met,  according  to 
adjournment,  the  4th  March,  1856,  at  12 
o'clock,  M,  in  the  Colonization  Rooms, 
City  of  Washington.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe, 
Esq.,  President  of  the  Society,  in  the 
chair. 

After   prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  of 


Philadelphia,  on  motion,  Rev.  John  Miller, 
in  the  absence  of  Rev.  Dr.  Haight,  was 
appointed  Secretary  to  the  Board. 

On  motion,  Rev.  E.  R.  Craven,  Hon. 
James  Bishop,  and  A.  W.  Kellogg,  Esq., 
were  received  as  delegates  from  the  New 
Jersey  Colonization  Society,  in  the  absence 
of  regular  delegates ;  and  Hon.  Edward 


ADJOURNED  MEETING  OF  THE  BOARD  OP  DIRECTORS. 


'23 


Delegates  present — Resolutions — Portrait  of  Elliot  Cresson,  Esq. 


Everett  as  a  delegate  from  the  Massachu- 
setts Colonization  Society.  * 

The  following  delegates  from  State  So- 
cieties were  present : 

Massachusetts  Col.  Society — Rev.  Joseph 
Tracy. 

Connecticut  Col.  Society — Hon.  S.  H. 
Huntington. 

New  York  State  Col.  Society — Rev.  J.  B. 
Pinney,  Hon.  D.  S.  Gregory,  Hon.  Abra- 
ham Wakeman. 

New  Jersey  Col.  Society — Rev.  R.  David- 
son, D.  D.,  Rev.  E.  R.  Craven,  A.  W. 
Kellogg,  Esq. 

Pennsylvania  Col.  Society — Rev.  Rufus 
Babcock,  D.  D.,  Rev.  John  Miller. 

Col.  Society  of  the  Dist.  of  Col. — Rev.  G. 
W.  Samson,  J.  W.  Lugenbeel,  M.  D. 

Virginia  Colonization  Society — Rev.  W. 
H.  Starr,  Rev.  P.  Slaughter,  Rev.  D.  S. 
Doggett,  D.  D. 

Life  Directors  present-Rev.  J.  B  Pinney, 
Rev.  W.  McLain,  James  Hall,  M.  D., 
Rev.  R.  S.  Finley,  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley. 

Executive  Committee  present — W.  Gun- 
ton,  Esq.,  Rev.  G.  W.  Samson,  H. 
Lindsly,  M.  D. 

The  minutes  of  the  animal  meeting  of 
the  Board  in  January  last  were  read. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.   Tracy,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  attendance  of  the 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee  on 
the  meetings  of  this  Board,  and  the  free 
and  full  expression  of  their  opinions,  and 
communication  of  information  in  their 
possession,  is  highly  important,  and  ear- 
nestly desired  by  this  Board,  and  is  hereby 
respectfully  and  earnestly  requested. 

The  following  resolution,  presented  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  agencies  : 

Resolved,  That  the  labors  of  neither  of 
the  Secretaries,  appointed  at  the  meeting 
in  January,  be  so  confined  to  their  particu- 
lar departments,  as  that  they  may  not, 
where  the  opportunity  offers,  engage  in 
any  important  agency  for  the  Society, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Rev.  Dr.  Babcock  read  a  letter  from 

Hon.    Edward    Coles,    of  Philadelphia, 


having  reference  to  Secretaries  and  Agents 
of  the  Society  ;  which,  on  motion,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  agencies. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  7 
o'clock  this  evening. 

Evening  Session, 

March  4. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  special  committee  appointed  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Board  in  January 
1855,  to  procure  a  portrait,  for  this  Soci- 
ety, of  the  late  Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.,  pre- 
sented the  following  report : 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last 
(1855)  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  to  procure  a  portrait  of  the  late 
Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.,  to  be  deposited  in 
the  rooms  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  attended  to  that  duty, 
and  that  they  now  have  the  gratification  of 
presenting  to  the  Society  an  excellent  like- 
ness, suitably  framed,  of  that  earnest  advo- 
cate and  efficient  promoter  of  African 
Colonization. 

Through  the  kindness  and  liberality  of 
the  distinguished  artist,  Thomas  Sully, 
Esq.,  and  of  Messrs.  Edward  Coles,  Wm. 
L.  Helfenstein,  William  Parker  Foulke, 
John  W.  Claghorn,  Joseph  Harrison, 
Paul  T.  Jones,  Stephen  Col  well,  Archibald 
Robertson,  Eli  K.  Price  .  and  Thomas 
Wattson,  Esq's.,  of  Philadelphia— active 
supporters  of  our  noble  cause,  and  warm 
personal  friends  of  the  lamented  deceased, 
the  Society  will  receive  this  handsome 
portrait,  free  of  all  expense. 

Paul  T.  Jones. 
Wm.  Coppinger. 
March,  1856.  Committee. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Rev.  R.  S. 
Finley,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  accepted, 
and  that  the  thanks  of  this  Board  be  offered 
to  the  gentlemen  to  whose  liberality  they 
owe  the  portrait  of  this  distinguished  friend 
of  colonization. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  chairman  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  emigration,  presented  a 
report,  during  the  consideration  of  which, 
on  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  9 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  to-morrow. 
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ADJOURNED  MEETING  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


Committeo  on  Emigration — Resolutions — Adjournment. 


Wednesday,  March  5. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Slaughter,  the 
minutes  of  the  sessions  yesterday  were  read 
and  approved. 

Rev.  Mr.  McLain  presented  a  letter  from 
Rev.  Dr.  Maclean  of  New  Jersey,  a  Life 
Director  of  the  Society,  regretting  his 
inability  to  attend  the  present  meeting  of 
this  Board. 

A  similar  letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Haight, 
of  New  York ,  was  presented  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Pinney  ;  and  also  one  was  presented  by 
Mr.  Gregory,  from  Dr.  Goble,  of  New 
Jersey,  and  one  by  Rev.  Mr.  Slaughter, 
from  Rev.  Dr.  Sparrow,  of  Virginia. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  emi- 
gration. It  was  accompanied  by  a  paper 
which  was  laid  before  the  Board.  The 
report,  as  amended  and  passed,  is  as 
follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Emigration  respect- 
fully submit  the  paper  just  read  by  their 
chairman,  and  recommend  it  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Board  and  the  Executive 
Committee.  They  also  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, with  whom  it  must  rest  to  settle 
the  details,  and  from  time  to  time  to  select 
the  particular  objects,  ever  keeping  in  view 
the  great  object  of  emigration  and  improve- 
ments in  Liberia,  as  worthy  of  earnest  and 
liberal  support,  are  specially  recommended 
to  pay  careful  attention  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  emigrants  on  the  way  out  and 
after  reaching  Liberia,  and  that  all  practi- 
cable plans  for  comfortable  residences  for 
the  emigrants  during  the  six  months  after 
their  arrival,  and  the  opening  of  roads  and 
improvements,  and  settlement  of  the  inte- 
rior, deserve  their  immediate  consideration. 

The  following  resolutions,  presented  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Slaughter,  after  free  and  full  dis- 
cussion of  the  subjects  embraced  in  them, 
were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee 
be  instructed  at  the  earliest  practicable  pe- 
riod, to  build  comfortable  receptacles  at, 
at  least,  two  points  in  Liberia  ;  and  that, 


for  this  object,  a  special  appeal  be  mads 
for  $10,000. 

Resolved.  That  the  Executive  Committee 
also  be  instructed  to  take  such  measures 
as  in  their  judgment  shall  be  most  expedi- 
ent to  test  the  climate  in  the  interior,  by 
planting  a  settlement  at  some  suitable  point 
beyond  the  supposed  influence  of  malaria. 

The  President  read  a  letter  from  Hon. 
Mr.  Whittlesey,  chairman  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  stating  the  reasons  that 
prevented  him  from  being  present  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Board. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  7 
o'clock  this  evening. 

Evening  Session, 

March  5. 
The  committee  on  the  disposal  of  the 
income  of  the  legacy  of  Augustus  Graham, 
made  a  report,  which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Pinney,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  regret  that  the 
monument  to  the  memory  of  Gov.  Buch- 
anan, which  was  contemplated  by  resolution 
passed  by  the  Board  in  January,  1851,  has 
not  yet  been  erected  over  his  grave,  and 
re-affirm  the  resolution  and  renew  the  ap- 
propriation then  made,  and  express  an 
earnest  hope  that  the  Pennsylvania  Colo- 
nization Society  will  proceed  to  accomplish 
it  during  the  current  year. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  it,  be  recommended  to 
the  Executive  Committee  to  form  an  esti- 
mate, as  accurate  as  may  be,  of  the  ex- 
pense necessary,  the  present  year,  on  ac- 
count of  the  interior  settlement,  and  make 
a  special  appeal  therefor,  privately,  to 
individuals  or  societies,  as  they  may  deem 
expedient. 

The  minutes  were  then  read  and  appro- 
ved. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  to  the 
third  Tuesday  in  January,  1857,  at  12 
o'clock,  M. 

The  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Davidson. 

John  H.  B.  Latrobe, 
President  Jl.  C.  S. 

John  Miller,  Secretary. 

J.  W.  Lugenbeel,  Asst.  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX. 


Munificent  Donation. 


We  have  seldom  had  the  gratification  to  ' 
announce  an  instance  of  such  distinguished 
beneficence  as  that  on  the  part  of  a  citizen 
of  Maryland  towards  the  American  Col- 
onization Society,  in  bestowing  the  gift  of 
a  large  fund  to  be  expended  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  ship  for  that  institution. 
This  animating  intelligence  is  communica- 
ted in  the  following  letter  from  J.H.  B.  La- 1 
trobe,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Society,  to 
its  Corresponding  Secretary  : 

Baltimore,  Feb.  15,  1856. 

Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Cor.  Secretary,  8fc. 

My  Dear  Sir  : — I  have  the  very  great 
pleasure  of  enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr. 
John  Stevens,  of  Talbot  County,  Md., 
proposing  to  give  a  ship,  costing  from 
#35,000  to  $36,000,  to  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  and  indicating  the  mode 
and  times  of  payment  with  the  accuracy 
which  makes  the  matter  a  certainty.  I 
know  of  no  similar  liberality  touching  our 
cause,  nor  indeed  illustrating  any  other 
cause.  Girard's  great  temple  is  his  monu- 
ment. Institutions  for  the  blind  and  the 
like  perpetuate  in  the  same  way  the  mem- 
ories of  their  founders  or  benefactors. 
Noble  as  is  their  generosity,  it  is  the  ex- 
halation, most  fragrant,  too,  of  the  excite- 
ments of  great  cities,  and  the  collisions,  as 
fire  comes  from  flints,  of  society — excite- 
ments and  collisions  that  bring  benevolence 
into  action.  But  here,  in  this  particular 
case,  we  have  a  quiet  country  gentleman, 
living  on  his  farm,  remote  from  cities,  de- 
liberately giving,  in  the  shape  of  that  which 
the  winds  and  the  waves  may  in  a  moment 
destroy,  so  that  it  can  be  to  him  no  monu- 
ment in  the  common  phrase,  a  large  portion 
of  his  worldly  means  to  benefit  a  philan- 
thropy slow  in  its  workings,  and  whose 
illustrations  are  to  take  place  long  after  he 
is  no  more.  • 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  this  impresses 
me.  My  first  feeling  is  admiration  of  the 
individual  :  my  next  regards  the  good  that 
will  be  done  collaterally,  in  the  example 
that  will  be  set ;  the  illustration  that  will 
be  given  to  our  Northern  friends  of  what 
Southern  men  can  do  ;  the  prestige  of  such 
a  donation  thoughout  the  country;  and, 
among  others  to  which  i  cannot  be  indif- 
ferent, the  fact  that  the  donor  is  an  Eastern 
Shore  gentleman  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land— considerations,  all  of  them,  indepen- 


dent of  this,  that  the  gift  places  us  at  once 
in  possession  of  what  we  have  so  long 
been  struggling  to  obtain,  a  ship  of  our 
own,  built  on  our  plan  and  in  the  best 
manner. 

All  that  remains  seems  to  be  to  accept 
the  gift,  and  I  venture  to  express  the  hope 
that  the  Executive  Committee  may  see  no 
reason  not  to  do  so  in  the  manner  most 
agreeable  to  themselves  and  to  Mr.  Stevens. 

You  will  observe  that  Mr.  Stevens  in- 
dicates two  of  the  assignees';  and,  assum- 
ing to  do  what  the  party  named  himself 
would  not  do,  I  hope  Mr.  Whittlesey 
may  be  the  third,  as  chairman  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

Most  truly,  my  dear  sir,  yours. 
Jno.  H.  B.  Latrobe, 

Pres.  Jim.  Col.  Soc. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  letter  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  met  and  adopted  resolu- 
tions expressive  of  their  admiration  of  the 
liberality  of  Mr.  Stevens,  and  in  grateful 
acknowledgment  of  his  philanthropic  gift. 
In  his  note  enclosing  the  resolutions  of  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  Committee  to  the 
President  of  the  Society,  the  Secretary 
says  : 

"  The  Executive  Committee  respond, 
as  will  every  friend  of  the  Society,  to  the 
sentiments  you  are  pleased  to  express  in 
regard  to  the  high  merits  of  Mr.  Stevens, 
and  the  exalted  position  which  must  ever 
be  justly  his  among  the  most  eminent  bene- 
factors of  the  society.  Examples  of  such 
liberality  are  rare,  but  their  moral  influence 
mighty,  memorable,  and  of  enduring  and 
ever-increasing  power.  They  touch  ten  thou- 
sand hearts  as  with  celestial  fire  :  they 
multiply  themselves,  and  we  trust  this  will 
essentially  and  powerfully  contribute  to 
render,  among  the  prosperous  and  wealthy, 
great  acts  of  beneficence  the  rule,  not  the 
exception,  in  the  experience  of  this  so- 
ciety, our  country,  and  the  human  race. 

In  addition  to  the  generous  purpose  of 
a  benevolent  citizen  of  Maryland  to  give  a 
ship  to  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
the  good  people  of  Maine  have  contribu- 
ted largely  for  a  ship,  and  determined  to 
build  one  ;  so  that  before  the  close  of  the 
year  we  may  find  the  Society  in  posses- 
sion of  two  fine  packet  ships  to  ply  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Liberia. 
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From  Yoruba— Interesting  Facts. 


We  cannot  refrain  from  the  insertion  of 
extracts  from  brother  Clarke's  letter,  fur- 
nishing as  it  does,  most  thrilling  facts  con- 
cerning the  country  in  which  we  have 
commenced  operations.  The  letter  ap- 
peared originally  in  the  Christian  Index. 

EXTENT  OF  THE  FIELD. 

Within  our  reach,  are  the  important 
kingdoms  of  Yoruba,  now  occupied,  Nufi, 
Gambard,  Housa,  and  Borgu.  And  it  is 
not  a  little,  unimportant  matter,  that 
through  these  fertile  regions  passes  the 
mighty  and  majestic  Niger.  These  are 
populous  kingdoms,  boasting  of  towns 
and  cities,  containing  tents  and  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  inhabitants.  And  almost 
every  true  research  increases  the  number 
to  our  surprise.  The  difficulty  of  obtain- 
ing correct  information  accounts  for  this 
fact.  But  recently  a  populous  country  to 
the  east,  called  Ejesha  or  Elesha,  contain- 
ing large  cities,  is  beginning  to  attract 
some  attention.  With  regard  to  this  point, 
I  am  constrained  to  believe  we  are  as  yet 
only  in  the  gray  dawn  of  day.  Every 
travel  will  bring  fresh  and  important  facts 
to  light.     Africa  is  second  Asia. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

The  general  appearance  and  face  of  the 
country  is  such  as  you  never  have  seen. 
Those  who  have  visited  the  prairie  lands 
of  Texas  have  seen  something  similar. 
Frequently  the  eye  has  a  sweep  for  miles 
over  a  country,  whose  rolling  grandeur, 
heightened  by  imposing  scenery  of  glen, 
hill-top  and  mountain,  and  covered  with  a 
carpet  of  green,  can  scarcely  be  surpassed. 
At  one  time  as  you  trace  the  lonely  path, 
in  some  reverie  your  mind  is  mingling 
with  the  distant  past  ;  or  enraptured  with 
the  passing  view  so  similar  to  the  hallowed 
associations  of  early  days,  you  forget  you 
are  in  the  so-called  wilds  of  benighted  Af- 
rica. This  is  no  fancy  sketch.  If  there 
is  a  fairy  land  of  which  I  dreamed  in 
childhood,  this  is  the  land.  Thanks  be  to 
God  for  his  unspeakable  goodness.  There 
are  no  heavy  forests,  except  the  skirts  of 
branches  or  rivers.  And  then  the  timber 
is  different  from  anything  you  have  ever 
seen.  It  is  quite  tall,  differing  in  this  re- 
spect from  the  stunted,  shrubby  growth 
of  the  prairie.  These  hammock  lands, 
high  and  dry,  are  of  the  very  first  order. — 
Swampy  and  marshy  places  are  very  sel- 
dom seen.  Water  of  a  good  taste  in 
abundance,  except  in  the  middle  of  a  dry 
season. 

CLIMATE,    HEALTH,    ETC. 

As  to  the  climate  I  have  but  little  to  say. 
It  is  undoubtedly  unfavorable  to  the  health 
of  Europeans  and  Americans,  more  par- 


ticularly to  those  who  neglect  necessary 
precautions,  yet  is  more  pleasant  than 
most  persons  suppose.  The  heat  soon 
becomes  a  matter  of  but  little  unpleasant- 
ness ;  and  the  water  far  from  being  des- 
pised. In  the  wet  season,  the  most  danger- 
ous to  health,  fires  are  not  only  conducive  to 
health,  but  even  agreeable  to  the  feelings. 
The  hot  days  and  cool  nights,  the  excessive 
vegetation  and  continual  south  sea  winds 
always  keeping  the  air  more  or  less  damp, 
are  some  of  the  phenomena,  operating  as 
causes  to  render  the  climate  prejudicial  to 
the  health  of  whites/  But  with  precaution 
and  comfortable  dwellings,  we  may  enjoy 
a  reasonable  portion  of  health,  and  finish 
the  work  assigned  us.  No  wonder  so  many 
lives  have  been  sacrificed,  where  so  few 
have  been  the  comforts,  and  self-preservalion 
a  name.  But  my  experience  is  too  shore  to 
dwell  on  this  point.  Let  not  him  who 
putteth  on  his  armor,  boast  himself  as  he 
who  taketh  it  off. 

FARMS,  CULTIVATION,  ETC. 

Around  the  city  of  Ijaye,  whose  popu- 
lation, at  least,  must  number  fifty  thousand 
souls,  the  country  for  miles  is  in  a  state  of 
wonderful  cultivation.  The  •diameter  of 
this  circuit  may  be  estimated  witli  safety 
at  fifteen  or  twenty  miles,  being,  as  is  the 
fact  of  the  case,  thousands  of  acres  with 
cultivation.  There  is  no  man  in  America, 
if  dropped  down  at  night  into  one  of  these 
extended  farms,  but  waking  in  the  morn- 
ing, but  would  be  filled  with  profound 
astonishment.  I  was  unprepared  to  wit- 
ness any  such  scenes  in  Africa.  It  may 
be  asked  why,  what  do  they  cultivate? 
Corn,  cotton,  yams,  potatoes,  guinea  corn, 
peas,  &c.  And  without  enumerating  far- 
ther, go  into  their  markets,  and  there  you 
will  find  a  most  unending  variety  of  arti- 
cles. From  one  view  I  have  perhaps  seen 
thousands-  of  acres  in  a  state  of  cultivation 
that  would  make  your  heart  leap  for  joy. 
But  yesterday  evening  I  had  one  of  these 
views.  This  work  is  all  accomplished  by 
means  of  a  small  hoe,  set  at  an  angleof 
thirty  or  forty  degrees,  with  a  handle  two 
feet  and  a  half  long.  And  by  whom  ?  By 
thousands  of  industrious  laborers.  Every 
morning,  from  the  six  gates  of  Ijaye  go 
out  streams  of  living  beings,  perhaps  ten 
thousand  people,  or  more,  to  work  their 
farms,  and  return  in  the  evening  with  the 
profits  of  their  day's  labor  on  their  heads. 
For  four  and  six  miles,  from  three  o'clock 
until  night,  the  roads  are  almost  thronged 
with  people  on  their  return  home.  Nearly 
every  man,  woman,  and  child,  has  a  load 
of  some  kind,  either  to  be  carried  home 
or  to  market.     1  would  suppose  at  least 
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one  thousand  bushels  of  corn  or  more  to 
be  brought  into  town,  on  the  head,  every 
day. 

MECHANICS,  ARTS,    GOVERNMENT,  ETC. 

Weavers,  tailors,  barbers,  blacksmiths, 
shoe  and  saddle  makers,  besides  some  in- 
genious specimens  of  art  are  all  to  be  found 
here.  I  need  hardly  relate  what  I  have 
seen,  as  it  would  only  tend,  in  the  minds 
of  many  persons,  to  excite  their  incredu- 
lity. Let  one  or  two  remarks  suffice. — 
There  is  to  be  seen  any  day  in  the  market 
metal  polished  to  the  brightness  of  gold 
and  silver,  hoes  very  respectable,  Yoruba 
cutlas  of  a  very  superior  finish,  excellent 
morocco,  carved  calabashes,  of  such  su- 
perior skill  as  would  excite  the  ambition 
of  an  American  artist.     I  cannot  tell  you  a 


tenth  of  their  ingenuity.  The  most  supe- 
rior saddle  stirrup  I  ever  met  with  is  to  be 
found  here.  I  mention  these  facts  to  give 
you  some  idea  of  their  ingenuity  and 
mental  capacity.  The  nature  oT  the  gov- 
ernment, absolute  tyranny,  is  incompati- 
ble with  any  marked  advance  of  the  peo- 
ple towards  civilization.  Still  there  are 
some  signs,  arising  from  continued  inter- 
course, that  vindicate  a  claim  above  sava- 
ges. These  evidences  are  to  be  seen  in 
their  flashes  of  wit,  and  their  great  fond- 
ness for  proverbial  sayings.  They  are 
haughty  in  their  belief  of  their  superiority 
unless  convinced  of  this  folly  by  some  in- 
tercourse with  the  whites.  Their  dexter- 
ity is  more  clearly  evinced,  perhaps,  in 
trading  than  anything  else.  They  are  a 
wonderful  people.     Africa  is  second  Asia. 


Extract  from  Introduction  to  the  Virginian  History  of  Colonization; 

BY    THE  REV.  P.  SLAUGHTER. 


But  it  has  been  said,  that  it  is  not  an 
act  of  humanity  to  send  the  free  blacks  to 
so  inhospitable  a  clime.  We  confess  that 
we  have  had  some  misgivings  upon  this 
point,  founded  upon  the  distressing  mor- 
tality which  has  befallen  some  companies 
of  emigrants  to  Liberia.  But  farther  re- 
flection and  more  accurate  information 
have  dissipated  our  doubts.  Tropical  Af- 
rica is  the  cradle  of  the  negro  race  ;  and 
nothing  seems  to  us  more  improbable  than 
that  the  original  seat  of  a  people  is  not  a 
fit  habitation  for  them.  But  the  conclusion 
is  not  warranted  by  the  facts  in  the  case. 
The  mortality  in  question  can,  in  nearly 
every  instance,  be  distinctly  traced  to  the 
inadequacy  of  the  provision  made  for  their 
comfort,  or  to  the  indiscretion  of  the  emi- 
grants, in  rashly  exposing  themselves, 
during  their  acclimation,  to  the  sun  by  day 
and  the  dews  by  night.  These  are  con- 
tingencies to  which  emigrants  to  every 
new  clime  are  liable  ;  and  in  these  cases 
may  sometimes  implicate  the  proper  au- 
thorities in  criminal  negligence  of  the  du- 
ties confided  to  them.  Again,  a  compari- 
son of  the  Colonization  of  Liberia  and  of 
Virginia  will  be  most  instructive  and  con- 
vincing. A  single  passage  from  Howison's 
History  of  Virginia  will'suffice  :  "  In  1609, 
Capt.  Smith  left  at  Jamestown  490  persons 
with  abundant  supplies.  Indian  ambus- 
cades were  in  every  hedge.  The  settlers 
were  afraid  to  go  out  for  food  or  recrea- 
tion. Famine  with  all  its  horrors  was 
soon  amon?  them,  and  disease  and  death 


followed  in  its  train.  They  ate.  the  skins 
of  horses,  the  bodies  of  Indians,  dogs,  and 
vermin.  Of  490  persons,  60  only  survi- 
ved." The  first  two  expeditions  to  our 
shores  were  overwhelmed  at  sea.  The 
third  effected  a  landing  in  1656  ;  and  in 
five  years  was  extinct.  The  fourth  waa 
successful,  after  a  series  of  cruel  distresses 
whose  recital  fills  the  mind  with  horror. 
If  disasters  had  attended  the  colonization 
of  Liberia  similar  to  those  which  occurred 
at  Jamestown  and  Plymouth,  and  which 
have  signalized  many  removals  from  Vir- 
ginia to  our  southern  and  western  States, 
our  enterprise  would  have  been  over- 
whelmed by  the  curses  of  those  who  have 
no  tears  to  shed  over  the  young,  the 
beautiful,  and  the  brave,  whose  bones 
bleach  the  prairies  of  the  west  and  the 
shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the 
Pacific  Ocean.* 

But,  it  is  said,  that  the  growth  of  Libe- 
ria and  the  operation  of  the  Colonization 
Society  are  too  slow.  This  objection  is 
characteristic  of  this  age,  and  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  We  are  impatient  of  results 
that  are  long  in  coming.  Every  thing, 
now-a-days,  that  is  worthy  of  doing,  must 
be  done  with  the  speed  of  lightning  and 
the  energy  of  an  earthquake.  This  is  an 
age  of"  expresses  "and  electric  telegraphs, 
but  not  of  miracles.  Time  is  an  indis- 
pensable element  in  human  progress  ;  and 
an  omen  of  lasting  grandeur  and  renown. 
French  Republics  may  spring  up  in  a 
night,  like  enchanted  palaces  in  Arabian 


*The  present  writer,  who  has  taken  some  pains  to  inform  himself,  has  no  hesitation  in  expressing 
the  opinion  that  it  is  not  humane  to  send  emigrants  indiscriminately  to  Liberia;  and,  except  in  case 
of  peculiar  fitness,  he  would  not  recommend  the  sending  of  emigrants  who  have  no  means  of  support 
other  than  that  which  the  Colonization  Society  can  furnish. 
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tales  ;  but  America  was  more  than  150 
years  old  before  she  declared  her  indepen- 
dence. Time  was,  when  it  was  proposed 
to  offer  bounties  to  quicken  immigration  to 
our  shores  ;  and  now,  the  emigration  from 
the  old  world  to  the  new  is  such  as  the 
world  has  never  seen  since  the  first  dis- 
persion of  mankind.  Emigrants  are 
swarming  over  in  crowds  like  the  travel- 
lers to  eternity;  "while  those  who  are 
left  behind  seem  to  feel  a  melancholy 
restlessness,  like  a  bird  whose  wing  is  crip- 
pled at  the  season  of  migration  ;  and  a 
voice  like  that  heard  before  the  final  de- 
struction of  Jerusalem  seems  to  proclaim  i 
in  their  ears — 'arise!  letusdeparthence!'  " 
The  present  indications  are,  that  by  the 
time  the  resources  of  Liberia  shall  have 
been  developed,  and  she  shall  have  acquired 
a  capacity  of  assimilating  large  numbers  of 
our  free  blacks,  the  pressure  upon  them 
from  a  combination  of  causes  will  have 
become  so  intense,  that  a  spontaneous 
movement  will  take  place  to  Africa,  like 
that  of  the  pauper  population  of  Europe  to 
our  own  shores.    "A  million  and  a  half  of 


poor  Irishmen  migrated  from  Ireland  in 
five  years.  An  exodus  like  this  would 
soon  carry  our  400,000  free  blacks  to  Af- 
rica.* But  in  Virginia,  we  have  to  deal 
with  a  much  more  practical  proposition. 
The  average  increase  per  annum  of  the 
free  negroes  in  Virginia,  from  1830  to  1840 
was  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  and 
one-fifth  ;  and  from  1840  to  1850,  it  was 
411  per  annum.  The  cost  of  transporting 
these,  at  $60  each,  would  be  $24, G00.  Eut 
if  we  deduct  from  this  annual  increase  the 
number  of  those  (amounting  in  1850  to 
more  than  200)  who  were  emancipated  and 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  State,  the  remain- 
der would  be  less  than  the  number  actually 
sent  to  Liberia  from  Virginia  in  1854.  If, 
moreover,  a  judicious  discrimination  was 
made  between  the  old  and  infirm,  and  the 
young  and  vigorous  ;  removing  the  latter, 
and  suffering  the  former  to  spend  the  bar- 
ren remainder  of  their  days  among  us,  it 
is  clear,  that  all  our  free  blacks  could  be 
soon  removed,  except  a  small  and  com- 
paratively inoffensive  remnant. 
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"  Of  the  agriculture,  commerce,  and  man- 
ufactures of  the  republic,  and  in  particu- 
lar its  trade  with  the  United  States,  ajid 
the  susceptibility  of  that  trade  to  be  bene- 
ficially increased,"  it  may  be  confidently 
asserted  that  the  soil  of  the  republic  is 
capable  of  yielding  abundantly  the  most 
valuable  productions  of  the  tropics.  In 
some  preliminary  observations  to  an  agricul- 
tural manual,  prepared  in  1825,  for  the 
Liberian  settlers,  by  Mr.  Ashmun,  that 
gentleman  writes  to  them  thus  :  "Suffer 
me  to  put  down  two  or  three  remarks,  of 
the  truth  and  importance  of  which  you 
cannot  be  too  sensible.  The  first  is,  that 
the  cultivation  of  your  rich  lands  is  the 
only  way  you  will  ever  find  to  indepen- 
dence, comfort,  and  wealth.  You  may, 
if  you  please,  if  God  gives  you  health,  be- 
come as  independent,  comfortable,  and 
happy  as  you  ought  to  be  in  this  world. 

"The  flat  landsaround  you,  and  partic- 
ularly your  farms,  have  as  good  a  soil  as 
can  be  met  with  in  any  country.  They 
will  produce  two  crops  of  corn,  sweet  po- 
tatoes, and  several  other  vegetables,  in  a 
year  ;  they  will  yield  a  larger  crop  than 
the  best  soils  in  America  ;  and  they  will 
produce  a  number  of  very  valuable  arti- 
cles, for  which,  in  the  United  States,  mil- 
ions  of  money  are  every  year  paid  away 


to  foreigners.  One  acre  of  rich  land  well 
tilled  will  produce  you  three  hundred  dol- 
lars' worth  of  indigo.  Half  an  acre  may 
be  made  to  grow  half  a  ton  of  arrowroot. 
Four  acres  laid  out  in  coffee  plants  will, 
after  the  third  year,  produce  you  a  clear 
income  of  two  or  three  hundred  dollars. 
Half1  an  acre  of  cotton  trees  will  clothe 
your  whole  family;  and  except  a  little  hoe- 
ing, your  wife  and  children  can  perform  the 
whole  labor  of  cropping  and  manufac- 
turing it.  One  acre  of  canes  will  make 
you  independent  of  all  the  world  for  the 
sugar  you  use  in  your  family.  One  acre 
set  with  fruit  trees  will  furnish  you  the 
year  round  with  more  plantains,  bananas, 
oranges,  limes,  guavas,  paw-paws,  and 
pine-apples  than  you  will  ever  gather. 
Nine  months  in  the  year  you  may  grow 
fresh  vegetables  every  month;  and  some  of 
you,  who  have  low-land  plantations,  may 
do  so  throughout  the  year." 

My  observations  on  the  banks  of  the 
rivers  of  the  republic,  (especially  the  St. 
Paul's,  the  St.  John's,  and  the  Sinou,) 
along  both  sides  of  Stockton  creek,  and 
among  the  gardens  of  Monrovia  and  the 
plantations  in  its  vicinity,  confirmed  my 
belief  in  the  general  correctness  of  the  state- 
ment, though  the  agricultural  improve- 
ments  do   not  equal   all   the   expectations 


*  Thousands  of  dollars  are  annually  remitted  Ijy  the  Irish  in  America  to  their  friends  in  Ireland,  to 
pay  for  the  transportation  of  the  latter  to  the  United  .states.  A  similar  process  was  begun  in  Liberia  ; 
and  will  increase.  This  tact  explodes  the  objection  suggested  by  the  expense  of  colonizing  our  free 
blacks. 
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which  it  would  naturally  create.  The 
committee  of  Montserado  county  fail,  how- 
ever, 1  think,  to  do  full  justice  to  them- 
selves and  their  fellow-citizens  when  they 
say  :  "In  agriculture,  little  more  is  done 
than  to  supply  ourselves  with  the  necessa- 
ries and  a  few  of  the  conveniences  of  life." 
Considering  how  limited  have  been  the 
pecuniary  means  of  the  emigrants  to  Li- 
beria, and  the  difficulties  always  inevitable 
to  the  settlers  in  a  country  to  the  climate 
of  which  they  are  strangers,  and  with  the 
products  of  which  they  have  to  make 
themselves  acquainted,  1  am  rather  surpri- 
sed that  they  have  done  so  much  in  agri- 
culture than  that  they  have  done  no  more. 
Substantial  farm-houses,  surrounded  by 
well-cleared  and  cultivated  plantations  of 
from  ten  to  thirty  and  fifty  or  seventy 
acres,  adorn,  on  both  sides,  the  banks  of 
the  St.  Paul's  (with  occasional  interrup- 
tions) for  the  distance  of  twenty  miles. 
Several  hundred  acres  are  cleared  (in  part 
out  of  a  dense  and  lofty  forest)at  Bassa  Cove, 
Edina,  and  at  Bexley,  (some  five  or  eight 
miles  up  the  beautiful  river  St.  John's;) 
and  at  Greenville,  Rossville,  and  Readville, 
on  the  Sinou,are  similar  decided  evidences 
of  agricultural  industry  and  improvement. 
It  may  be  confidently  predicted,  that, 
whenever  adequate  capital,  skill,  and  ma- 
chinery shall  be  introduced,  the  culture  of 
rice  and  cotton,  the  sugar  cane  and  coffee, 
will  prove  as  successful  and  profitable  as  in 
any  region  of  the  world.  My  personal  in- 
quiries and  observations  in  Liberia  have 
led  me  to  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed 
by  the  intelligent  committee  of  Bassa 
county,  that  in  internal  resources  "  it  is  un- 
surpassed by  any  country  of  the  globe." 
This  committee  and  that  appointed  by 
the  citizens  of  Sinou  county  both  declare 
that  the  disposition  for  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil  is  increasing.  "We  have,"  say 
the  committee  of  Montserado  county,  "an 
extensive  territory,  which  can  at  any  time 
be  easily  enlarged,  by  compact  with  the 
proprietors  of  the  soil,  to  any  desirable  ex- 
tent. The  soil  is  of  the  highest  fertility, 
and  adapted  to  a  great  variety  of  articles 
available  in  the  arts  and  in  commerce. 
The  forests  teem  with  valuable  timber  for 
furniture,  house,  and  ship  building.'  The 
rivers  abound  with  choice  fish,  and  the 
woods  with  game;  and  our  gardens  can  be 
made  to  produce  everything  in  their  kind 
necessary  to  a  comfortable  existence." 

The  same  committee  state  "that  coffee 
of  a  superior  kind  is  indigenous  here,  and 
the  people  are  turning  their  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  it,  and  means  only  are 
wanted  to  bring  it  in  large  quantities  into 
the  market;  sugar  cane  also  thrives  well, 
though,  for  the  same  reason,  no   consid- 


erable quantity  has  been  produced;  cotton, 
ginger,  arrowroot,  and  numerous  plants 
and  shrubs  employed  in  the  materia  medica, 
grow  here  with  the  vigor  and  fruitfulness  of 
indigenous  articles."  In  addition  to  the 
great  staples  of  rice,  cotton,  sugar  cane,  and 
coffee,  the  Liberians  specify  corn,  cassada, 
yams,  siceet  potatoes,  cabbages,  arrowroot, 
turnips,  beets,  carrots,  tomatoes,  lima  and 
other  beans,  peas,  cymlings,  chiota,  ochra, 
cucumbers,  choice  varieties  of  pepptr,  ground- 
nuts, palma  christi,  the  India-rubber  tree, 
the  croton-oil-nut,  and  the  palm  tree,  (so 
multiplied  in  its  uses,)  as  among  their 
productions  ;  and  among  their  fruits, 
oranges,  lemons,  limes,  guavas,  pine-apples, 
plantains,  bananas,  tamarinds,  rose-apples, 
pomegranates,  cherries,  cocoa-nuls,  paw-paws, 
mango  plums,  alligator  pears,  patango, 
bread  fruit,  melons,  and  various  other 
valuable  vegetables  and  fruits  of  thetropics. 
Most  of  these  have  1  myself  seen  growing 
luxuriantly  in  the  gardens  and  farms  of 
the  republic. 

According  to  the  late  Mr.  Buxton,  whose 
researches  on  the  subject  of  the  agricultural 
and  commercial  resources  of  Africa  were 
very  accurate  and  extensive,  of  dye-woods 
there  an  abnndance,  yielding  carmine, 
crimson,  red,  brown,  brilliant  yellow,  and 
blue;  of  gums  there  are  copal,  Senegal, 
mastic,  and  sudan  or  Turkey  gum.  The 
shea  or  butter-nut  is  hardly  less  valuable 
than  the  palm-nut.  The  tree  producing  it  is 
said  to  extend  over  a  large  portion  of  the 
continent.  Park  thought  the  butter  made 
from  it  superior  to  that  made  from  cows' 
milk.  The  same  gentleman  quotes,  from  a 
report  on  Sierra  Leone,  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
McCormac,  "that  the  delta  of  the  Seeing 
Broom,  Kitiam,  and  Gallenas  rivers  could 
grow  rice  enough  for  the  supply  of  the 
whole  of  the  West  Indies." 

Mr.  Darymple,  in  1779,  found  three 
different  kinds  of  cotton  at  Goree,  and 
states  that  it  grows  spontaneously  every- 
where, and  that  the  samples  sent  home 
were  considered  by  English  merchants 
superior  to  that  from  the  West  Indies. 
According  to  the  testimony  of  Colonel 
Denham,  (as  quoted  by  Mr.  Buxton,) 
cotton  of  three  kinds — white,  brown,  and 
pink — grows  wild  about  Sierra  Leone. — 
The  first  is  excellent.  Mr.  Ashmun 
states  :  "  It  is  believed  that  none  of  the 
varieties  of  the  American  cotton  shrub 
answers  in  all  respects  to  the  indigenous 
African  tree.  The  cotton  of  this  country 
is  on  all  hands  allowed  to  be  of  a  good 
quality,  and  the  mode  of  growing,  curing, 
and  manufacturing  the  article  pursued  in 
America  may  be  adopted  "here,  making 
due  allowance  for  the  much  greater  size 
and  duration   of  the   African  tree.    The 
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same  tree  bears  a  succession  of  crops  for 
a  great  number  of  years." 

It  is  known  to  all  who  have  visited  Li- 
beria, that  large  substantial  cotton  cloths, 
spun,  woven,  and  dyed  by  the  natives  of 
interior  Africa,  are  brought  in  great  num- 
bers for  sale  to  the  merchants  of  Monrovia 
and  the  neighboring  settlements,  and  are 
purchased  by  the  Africans  on  the  coast. 

Of  the  coffee  here,  Mr.  Ashmun  wrote  : 
••  No  country  will  bring  the  product  to 
higher  perfection  than  Africa.  Whether 
it  is  a  native  of  the  country,  or  was  intro- 
duced at  an  early  period  by  the  Portuguese 
and  Spaniards,  may  not  now  be  certainly 
known.  It  has  propagated  itself  on  your 
hills,  and  along  a  great  extent  of  the  Afri- 
can coast,  without  culture,  for  many  ages. 
South  of  your  river  (the  Montserado)  it 
grows  everywhere,  and  the  tree  and  berry 
attain  a  size  unknown  elsewhere.  No  crop 
is  surer  ;  and  African  coffee  frequently 
produces  four  pounds  to  the  tree  in  a  sea- 
son." The  quality  of  the  Liberia  coffee 
is  thought  to  approach  nearly,  if  not  to 
equal,  that  of  the  Mocha  ;  and  the  tree, 
properly  attended,  will  produce  at  least  in 
quantity  one-third  more. 

From  what  I  saw  of  the  growth  of  the 
sugar  cane  on  several  plantations  on  the 
St.  Paul's,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  doubt 
that  it  will  soon  prove  among  the  most 
valuable  productions  of  that  rich  country. 
The  Liberia  Herald  stated)  more  than  a 
year  ago,  that  Mr.  Cyrus  Willis,  of  Mills- 
burg,  had  made  in  one  season  more  than 
three  thousand  pounds  of  beautiful  sugar, 
and  a  quantity  of  excellent  sirup.  From 
the  appearance  of  his  cane  fields,  it  was 
thought  his  subsequent  crop  would  pro- 
duce-eight thousand  pounds.  Though  the 
death,  recently,  of  this  enterprising  man  is 
to  be  regretted,  it  is  hoped  and  expected 
that  his  experiment  will  be  prosecuted 
successfully  by  others.  Beaver  says  : 
"  Of  the  vegetables  that  are  wild,  the  su- 
gar cane,  cotton  shrub,  and  indigo  plant 
seem  the  most  valuable.  No  country  in 
the  world  is  more  amply  enriched  than 
this  is  with  the  chief  productions  of  the 
animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms.  The 
ground  -nut  yields  a  pure  golden-colored 
oil,  of  a  pleasant  taste,  and  has  been  sold 
as  high  as  d'30  per  ton.  The  castor-nut 
grows  wild  on  the  banks  of  the  Gambia 
and  elsewhere.  The  ginger  of  Africa  is 
particularly  fine  and  high-flavored  ;  it 
yfelds  about  sixty  for  one  ;  and  the  peo- 
ple only  want  instruction  in  the  method  of 
preparing  it  fur  the  European  markers." 

"  The  woods  of  this  continent  are  ex- 
tremely valuable.  Travellers  enumerate 
not  less  than  forty  species  of  timber, 
which  grow  in  vast  abundance,  and  are 


easily  obtained — such  as  mahogany,  teak, 
ebony,  lignumvita?,  rosewood,"  &c. 

"  With  few  considerable  exceptions, 
the  whole  line  of  coast  in  western  Africa 
accessible  to  trading  vessels  presents  im- 
mense tracts  of  land  of  the  most  fertile 
character,  which  only  require  the  hand  of 
industry  and  commercial  enterprise  to  turn 
into  inexhaustible  mines  of  wealth." 

The  tea  plant  is  reported  by  McQueen, 
on  the  authority  of  an  Arabian  traveller, 
and  others  more  recent,  to  grow  spon- 
taneously and  abundantly  in  the  interior 
of  Africa. 

Every  civilized  stranger,  instructed  in 
the  truths,  and  sensible  of  the  value,  of 
the  christian  religion,  who  visits  the  re- 
public of  Liberia,  must  experience  an  in- 
expressible delight,  not  only  in  the  visible 
evidences  of  the  institutions  of  a  free  and 
well-organized  State,  but  in  the  quiet,  ever- 
active,  and  beneficent  operations  of  mis- 
sionary teachers,  penetrating,  and  making 
glad  by  their  presence,  the  gloom  of  the 
African  forest,  and,  under  the  protection 
of  its  government,  inviting  not  only  its 
sons  and  daughters  into  their  schools,  but 
imparting,  with  a  zeal,  a  cheerfulness,  and 
a  perseverance  not  to  be  discouraged  and 
not  to  be  defeated,  a  knowledge  of  letters, 
of  some  branches  of  science,  and,  above 
ail,  of  Divine  revelation,  to  the  superstitious 
and  barbarous  population  of  Africa.  To 
find  christian  teachers  and  ministers,  with 
libraries,  small,  but  of  choice  books,  in 
their  thatched  dwellings,  beneath  the  shade 
of  the  palm  tree,  in  spots  where  but  a  few 
openings  have  been  made  in  the  dense 
forest  ;  to  see  groups  of  nat've  African 
children  gathered  for  instruction  ;  to  listen 
to  voices  of  christian  worshippers,  and 
hear  the  songs  of  christian  praise,  amid 
the  habitations  of  idolatry  and  cruelty — 
gives  beauty  even  to  the  aspect  of  unculti- 
vated nature,  and  animates  with  unwonted 
joy  every  thoughtful  and  benevolent  heart. 

The  authorities  and  people  of  Liberia 
cherish  a  sincere  attachment  to  the  gov- 
ernment and  people  of  the  United  States. 
They  are  sensible  that  undei  the  auspices 
of  American  benevolence  they  have  attain- 
ed to  their  present  elevation,  from  which 
they  are  permitted  to  see  before  them  a 
widely  expanding  and  glorious  prospect  of 
social  happiness  and  political  prosperity 
and  renown.  To  the  entire  people  of  the 
republic,  the  recognition  of  their  indepen- 
dence by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  is  an  object  of  earnest  desire.  The 
peculiarities  of  the  condition  of  the  free 
people  of  color,  and  others  of  the  African 
race,  in  this  country,  they  well  know,  and 
have  no  wish,  by  any  relations  which  may 
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be  established, between  their  government 
and  ours,  to  cause  inconvenience  or  em- 
barrassment. While  their  wish  and  pur- 
pose is  to  maintain  a  just  self-respect,  as 
a  free  and  independent  republic,  before  the 
world,  they  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  disposed 
to  accommodate  (as  far  as  may  be  without 
exposure  to  dishonor  or  self-reproach) 
their  arrangements  to  the  sense  and  views 
of  the  American  government.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  they  might  conduct  all  their 
public  affairs  in  this  country  with  the 
United  States  through  some  one  or  more  of 
its  citizens,  in  case  our  government  should 
feel  inclined  to  confide  to  citizens  of  Liberia 
any  business  it  might  wish  transacted  in 
Africa  with  the  authorities  of  that  republic. 

The  scheme  of  African  Colonization 
originated  not  only  in  benevolence  towards 
our  colored  population,  but  towards  both 
races  on  this  continent,  and  towards  two 
quarters  of  the  globe.  At  its  inception, 
ourmost  illustrious  statesmen — a  Jefferson, 
Marshall,  Monroe,  and  Madison — gave  to 
it  their  sanction.  It  was  seen  to  unite 
christian  philanthropy  with  political  ex- 
pediency— a  just  regard  for  our  national 
welfare  with  the  more  solemn  obligations 
of  religious  duty.  It  has  derived  strength 
from  the  homes  of  the  good  and  pious  in 
our  southern  States,  and  found  eloquent 
advocates  and  defenders  in  their  legislative 
halls.  Many  States  have  urged  its  claims 
upon  the  general  government,  and  the 
voices  of  the  churches  of  every  name 
second  their  appeals. 

But  it  is  the  success  of  the  plan  of  Afri- 
can Colonization,  as  seen  in  the  indepen- 
dent Republic  of  Liberia,  that  most  con- 
clusively commends  it  to  national  consid- 
eration. On  that  far-distant  shore,  for 
ages  darkened  by  superstition  and  outraged 
by  crime,  a  community  of  free  colored 
persons  from  the  United  States,  aided  by 
American  benevolence,  have  adopted  a 
constitution  of  free  government,  and  taken 
their  high  position  among  the  independent 
States  of  the  world.  England  and  France 
have  acknowledged  their  right  of  self-gov- 
ernment and  their  just  claim  to  the  respect 
and  comity  of  nations.  What  higher  mo- 
tives can  be  imagined  than  those  which 
have  given  existence  to  this  republic? — 
what  work  more  honorable  or  more  sub- 
lime than  that  to  which  it  is  dedicated  and 
destined  ?  Though  ai  present  few  in  num- 
bers and  very  limited  in  means,  a  vast  field 
for  action  and  influence  opens  before  it  ; 
and  in  its  constitution  and  laws,  in  the 
spirit  of  its  per  pie,  the  advantages  of  its 
position,  and  the  motives  and  necessities  of 
those  who  are  hastening  to  build  up  their 
homes  and  theirfortunes  under  the  shadow 


of  its  wings,  we  see  the  elements  of  mighty 
power,  of  an  unbounded  growth  and  pros- 
perity. It  has  been  justly  said,  that  "  the 
,  great  necessity  of  the  world  at  this  moment 
is  a  free,  civilized,  and  powerful  State 
within  the  tropics — a  necessity  felt  through 
every  period  of  the  world's  history,  and 
now  about  to  be  realized.  The  western 
coast  of  Africa  is  in  every  point  of  view 
the  most  effective  position  for  such  a  State 
to  occupy.  The  black  race,  of  which 
there  cannot  be  much  less  than  150,000,000 
on  earth,  is  pre-eminently  the  race  needing 
such  a  development,  and  prepared  for  it  ; 
and  the  United  States  are  exactly  in  a 
condition  to  found  such  a  commonwealth 
with  this  race,  and  under  circumstances 
the  most  glorious  to  ourselves,  the  most 
hopeful  to  the  world,  and  the  most  benefi- 
cial to  the  blacks."*  Around  this  Republic 
of  Liberia — the  morning  star  of  Africa's 
redemption,  revealing  how  great  evils  may 
be  transmuted  by  the  hand  of  the  Almighty 
into  an  incalculable  good  ;  which  looks 
with  encouraging  and  cheering  aspect 
upon  the  African  race  in  every  part  of  the 
earth  ;  reconciles  the  gift  of  liberty  with 
the  highest  interests  of  those  who  bestow 
and  those  who  receive  it ;  opens  a  charter 
of  the  world  for  many  years  shut  up  in 
barbarism  to  the  genial  and  renovating  in- 
fluence of  letters,  laws,  commerce,  and 
Christianity — are  gathered  the  sympathies 
of  all  virtuous  %and  generous  minds,  allied 
with  its  safeguard,  the  all-encircling  and 
never-slumbering  power  of  an  omnipotent 
Providence.  The  rapid  increase  of  free 
persons  of  color  in  many  of  the  States  of 
this  Union  ;  the  importance,  for  their 
benefit  more  than  our  own,  of  their  organi- 
zation into  a  community  by  themselves,  in 
the  land  of  their  ancestors  ;  the  immense 
advantages  such  a  community  must  secure 
to  itself  and  extend  to  others,  by  develop- 
ing the  resources  and  turning  into  legiti- 
mate channels  the  commerce  of  Africa,  by 
the  civilization  it  must  impart,  and  thi 
moral  and  political  truths  it  must  exem- 
plify and  enforce  among  her  ignorant,  de- 
based, and  chaotic  population — all  com- 
mend the  Republic  of  Liberia  to  the  re- 
gards of  the  general  government  of  this 
Union.  Engaged  in  a  work  of  unsur- 
passed dignity  and  importance,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  small  republic  are  accomplish- 
ing more  good,  as  I  must  believe,  than 
any  equal  number  of  human  betn 
private  stations,  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 
More  than  to  the  united  endeavors  of  all 
christian  nations,  with  their  treaties  and 
armed  squadrons  against  the  slave  trade, 
is  humanity  indebted  for  its  suppression 
along  many  hundred  miles  of  the  African 
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coast  to  the  people  of  Liberia.  But  it 
should  not  be  concealed,  that  to  explore 
Africa  ;  to  establish  commercial  intercourse 
and  relations  with  her  interior  tribes  ;  to 
improve  and  fortify  the  harbors  of  the  re- 
public ;  to  make  needful  experiments  in 
agriculture  and  the  arts  in  a  region  to 
which  the  people  from  this  country  have 
so  recently  been  introduced,  and  to  main- 
tain a  wise  system  of  education  for  all 
classes  of  her  population,  so  that  its  terri- 
tory shall  offer  an  attractive  home  to  all 
the  free  descendants  of  Africa,  demands 
try  means  to  which  the  present 
revenues  of  Liberia  are  unequal  But 
since  this  republic,  more  than  any  other 
power,  will  develop  the  resources  and  in- 
crease the  trade  of  western  Africa,  the 
United  States,  in  aiding  her  endeavors, 
will  open  new  markets  for  American  pro 
ductions,  and  essentially  augment  Ameri- 
can commerce.  Yet  far  higher  and  nobler 
motives  than  those  of  gain,  will,  I  trust, 
incline  our  national  authorities  to  encour- 
age and  assist  the  citizens  of  Liberia,  a 
few  adventurous  but  determined  children 
of  Africa,  gone  out  from  our  midst,  that 


they  may  recover  their  long-lost  inheri- 
tance, show  their  ability  to  build  up  civ- 
ilized cities  and  str.tes  in  regions  where 
tliey  have  been  unknown,  and  bring  a 
vast  continent,  now  lying  in  dim  eclipse; 
within  the  circle  and  the  influences  of  en- 
lightened and  christian  nations. 

From  the  presence  of  our  squadron  on 
the  African  coast,  benefits,  doubtless,  ac- 
crue both  to  Liberia  and  to  our  own  com- 
merce ;  but  I  may  be  permitted,  in  the 
conclusion  of  this  report,  to  avow  the 
opinion  that  a  recognition  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  and  an 
appropriation  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  a 
year  for  ten  years,  to  enable  that  republic 
to  carry  out  the  principles  of  its  constitu- 
tion, for  the  happiness  of  those  who  from 
this  country  are  seeking  a  home  upon  its 
soil  ;  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade  ;  and  the  civilization  of  Africa, 
would  be  in  harmony  with  the  character 
and  sentiments  of  this  nation,  and  give 
stability,  progress,  and  triumph  to  liberf 
and  Christianity  on  the  African  shore. 
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The  Greboes  emigrated  probably  about 
one  hundred  and  fir ty  years  ago,  to  the 
territory  now  occupied  by  them,  from  the 
leeward  coast.  The  point  of  their  debar- 
calion  was  just  below  Grand  Bereby. 
They  lived  a  short  distance  from  the  coast, 
and  constituted  part  of  a  tribe  still  living 
in  that  region,  and  known  as  the  "Wo- 
rebo."  A  crowded  population  appears  to 
have  led  to  the  emigration. 

The  name  Grebo  is  composed  of  Gre 
and  60.  The  latter  designates  a  class,  (e. 
g.  degu,  a  doctor;  degu-bo,  doctors.)  The 
former,  "Gre,"  is  the  name  of  a  species 
of  monkey  which  leap  with  remarkable 
agility.  In  gelling  off  from  the  shore  at 
the  tune  pf  emigration,  it  appears  that 
many  canoes  were  capsized.  The  Grebo 
word  for  capsize  is  wore,  and  hence  those 
who  capsized  and  remained  were  called 
Wortbo.  Those  who  were  successful  in 
embarking — leaping  over  the  waves  like 
tiie  -'Llie,"  were  styled  Grebo. 

The  Greboes,  proceeding  up  the  coast 
in  their  canoes,  landed  at  different  points 
as  they  became  tired:  and  where  they  found 
water,  formed  small  settlements.  The 
coast  at  that  time  appears  to  have  been 
uninhabited  ;  only  at  Cape  Palmas,  tradi- 
tion relates  that  a  small  settlement  of  whiles 
was  found.  These  were  probably  Portu- 
guese and  slave  traders.  The  first  settle- 
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ments  of  the  Greboes  in  this;  region  were 
not  permament.  They  proceeded  at  dif- 
ferent times  up  the  coast  until  they  reach- 
ed Grand  Sestres,  where  contact  wiih 
other  tribes,  and  a  partial  accession  from 
them,  produced  a  modification  of  the  lan- 
guage and  of  'he  tribe.  At  length,  direc- 
ted by  an  oracle,  the  scattered  settlements 
of  the  Greboes  retraced  their  steps  to  the 
leeward.  The  great  body  proceeded  at 
once  and  settled  ..t  Cape  Palmas;  althougu 
subsequently  considerable  numbers  follow- 
ed, and  became  engrafted  into  the  tribe. 
From  Cape  Palmas,  (Berina  See,)  Rock- 
town  (Taach)  was  colonized  ;  and  sub- 
sequently, after  considerable  intervals. 
Grab wah  (Blege)  and  the  river  Cavalla 
towns  (Wattah  and  Koblah.)  Again,  from 
Rocktown  werecolonized  ,\.liddleton(Lede) 
rishtown,  (Wah,)  and  Half  Cavalla, 
(Bwede.)  The  names  here  given  are  those 
of  the  seven  principal  Grebo  towns,  hav- 
ing an  aggregate  population  of  about 
twenty-five  thousand. 

The  constitution  of  the  Grebo  tribe  is 
patriarchal,  although  the  government  is 
almost  purely  democratic.  There  are  in 
it  twelvelamilies.asin  the  caseofthe  ancient 
people  of  God,  deriving  their  names,  pro- 
bably, from  the  emigrant  patriarch  or 
Hither  Their  appellatives  are  Nyambo, 
Grebo,  &c.     In  nearly  every  one  of  the 
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Grebo  settlements  above  enumerated,  there 
are  parts  of  these  families,  having  in  each 
rase  their  distinct  head  man  or  patriarch. 
This  patriarch  usually  occupies  a  particu- 
lar portion  of  the  town,  with  his  sons, 
grandsons,  and  relatives  around  him.  The 
male  members  of  these  depositewith  the 
patriarch  a  portion  of  the  money  which 
they  accumulate,  and  the  latter  in  return 
pays  the  betrothment  money  (about  $20) 
for  wives,  as  well  as  the  fines  and  expen- 
ses, from- any  source,  to  which  they  may 
be  liable. 

Resides  these  duties  to  their  relatives 
;iom  they  are  connected,  the  patri- 
archs collectively  constitute  an  upper  couit 
or  senate  in  the  body  politic.  T  >  this 
body  belongs  ihe  right  of  originating 
plans  fof  promoting  the  public  weal  :  to 
them  are  referred  questions  involving  in- 
ternational rights  and  rela'ions  in  the  pre- 
mises, and  by  them  claims  growing:  out  of 
sneh  relations  are  met.  Indeed  in  all 
matters  of  grave  interest,  whether  domes- 
tic or  foreign,  the  voice  of  the  patriarchs 
must  be  heard 

But  the  most  influential  class  in  every 
Grebo  community  is  the  Sedibo.  This  is 
most  emphatically  "the  house  of  represen- 
tatives," t^e  popular  house,  for  it  is  com- 
posed of  all  males  beyond  the  age  of  18 
to  20,  except  the  patriarchs.  Usually,  as 
soon  as  a  young  man  is  married  and  has  a 
house,  he  pay3  into  the  t'easury  of  the 
"Sedibo"  a  bullock,  goat,  half  bushel  of 
rice,  and  thenceforth,  unless  convicted  of 
Wttchfcraft,  is  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  Sedibo.  These  are  by 
i,is  inconsiderable.  They  combine 
the  legislative  and  the  e^  ecutive  powers  ; 
for  although  the  patriarchs  may  originate 
and  advise,  the  Sedibo — the  people  in  law- 
ful Assembly — must  discuss  and  resolve, 
before  :-'ny  action  can  be  had  or  law  pass- 
ed, and  they  meet  and  make  laws  at  any 
time,  and  in  relation  to  almost  anything. 
They  meet  nnd  decide  thai  a  man  has  stolen 
something,  and  for  the  offence  make  him 
pav  a  fowl,  nil  that  lie  possesses,  according 
to  their  temper  towards  him.  They  deter- 
mine thata  certain  man  has  Been  guilty 
of  witchcraft,  and  given  him  gedu  (sassy- 
I  and  kill  him.  The  fines  impos- 
ed by  this  body  are  divided  according  to 
hereditary  right.  Thus,  for  example,  if  a 
-  is  slaughtered,  (fines  are  almost 
always  paid  in  something  to  eat,)  one  man 
by  hereditary  right  takes  the  shoulder, 
another  ihe  ittck,  &6.  These  rights  owe 
t!ieir  origin  to  the  saihe  causes  as  the  titles 
in  Europe.  They  were  given  to  ancestors 
for  some  services  rendered,  or  by  some 
powerful  prince,  and  have  thence  come 
down  in  lineal  descent  to  posterity. 


The  same  principle  prevails  in  respect 
to  offices,  of  which  there  are  four  princi- 
pal ones  in  every  Grebo  community. 
These  are  the  Woraba,  Bouia,  Lbadia, 
and  Tebawa.  The  former  two  are  taken 
from  the  class  of  "Nyekbade"  or  patri- 
archs— the  latter  from  the  Sedibo. 

The  Woraba  (literaly  town's  father)  is 
the  oldest  or  most  influential  patriarch, 
lineally  descended  from  the  founder  of  the 
town.  In  the  assembly  of  the  patriarchs 
he  takes  precedence  of  all  others,  and  has 
the  largest  sh^re  of  all  the  perquisites  of 
this  body. 

The  Bodia  appertains  to  one  fa 
but  this  is  by  appointment  of  an  ancient 
oracle.  The  Bodia, and,  in  fact,  the  other 
two  offices  of  which  1  am  to  speak,  though 
belonging  to  particular  families,  are  only 
conferred  upon  those  designated  by  some 
oracle  consulted  in  reference  to  the  ap- 
pointment. The  Bodia,  more  than  any- 
thing else,  resembles  the  office  of  high 
priest  among  the  Jews.  The  individual 
having  been  designated  who  is  to  fill  the 
office,  on  an  appointed  day  he  is  installed 
by  a  long  ceremony,  too  tedious  to  des- 
cribe The  leading  features  are,  a  sacri- 
fice of  a  goat  to  the  Kor,  (demons  and 
departed  spirits,)  the  blood  of  which  is 
sprinkled  around  and  inside  the  door  posts 
of  the  B<>dia's  house.  The  Rodia  is  sha- 
ven, clad  in  a  new  garment,  has  a  tiger's 
tooth  tieil  around  his  head,  (this  is  a  com- 
mon ornament  of  gentlemen)  has  a 
monkey's  skin  prepared  to  be  placed  al 
ways  beneath  him  when  he  sits,  and  he  is 
anointed.  The  house  in  which  he  lives  is 
called,  from  this  circumstance,  the  Tekai, 
(the  anointed  house.)  During  the  cere- 
mony, the  patriarchs  of  the  several  fami- 
lies, in  order,  give  the  Bodia.  elect  their 
respective  charges.  In  substance  these 
are  :  "  Let  trade  be  active  ;  cause  the 
earth  to  bring  forth  abundantly  ;  let  health 
prevail  ;  drive  war  far  awav  ;  let  witch- 
craft lie  kept  in  abeyance,"  etc.  Poor 
man  !  he  has  a  load  pal  upon  him,  which 
it  is  not  wonderful  can  be  borne  only  a 
short  time.  During  his  continuance  in 
office  he  resides  in  the  Te-kai,  a  house 
built  by  all  the  people.  He  keeps  the 
public  greegrees  and  idols,  and  feeds  them 
with  rice  and  oil  every  new  moon  in 
:  sacrifices  for  the  town  to  departed 
friends  and  demons,  he  officiates  as  high 
priest,  fie  cannot  sleep  in  any  other 
house  in  the  town  but  his  own  ;  he  may  not. 
drink  water  on  the  highway  ;  he  may  not 
eat  while  a  corpse  is  in  town  ;  he  must 
not  mourn  for  the  dead  ;  he  must  not  sit  on 
the  same  bench.  If  he  dies  while  in  office 
(ihe  ring  put  on  his  ankle,  at  his  imnuruni- 
lion,  having  been  previously  taken  off  and 
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placed  on  that  of  some  member  of  his 
family)  he  must  be  buried  in  the  stillness 
of  the  night  ;  none  but  the  most  important 
public  functionaries  hear.ng  of  it,  and  none 
mourning  for  him  when  Ins  death  is  made 
public.  All  Grebo  Bodias,  too,  must  be 
buried  on  the  island  off  Cape  Palmas,  if 
they  have  died  a  natural  death.  If  they 
have  been  killed  by  gedu,  (sassy-wood,) 
they  must  be  buried  beneath  a  running 
stream  of  water. 

The  nominal  power  of  the  Bodia  is  very 
great,  as  he  has  a  veto  on  all  questions 
brought  before  the  people  ;  but  in  practice 
is  very  limited,  for  he  dares  not  act  contra- 
ry to  the  popular  will,  which  he  is,  there- 
fore, very  careful  to  ascertain.  In  truth, 
of  all  offices  that  of  the  Bodia  is  most  com- 
fortless. This  arises  from  the  superstitious 
notions  and  expectations  connected  with 
the  office.  It  has  been  before  stated,  that, 
at  his  inauguration,  he  is  charged  with 
matters  which  God  alone  controls — with 
Providence.  It  follows  that  whenever  ad- 
versity of  any  kind  befalls  the  country, 
the  Bodia  is  held  responsible  for  it — "  he 
has  made  witch" — this  is  the  solution, 
and  many  a  poor  incumbent  has  paid  the 
penalty  with  his  life.  It  is  no  wonder 
that  this  highest  office  in  the  people's  gift 
is  far  from  being  desired,  and  that  in  the 
most  instances,  when  the  oracle  has  desig- 
nated the  individual,  they  have  almost  to 
"  take  him  by  force  and  make  him  king." 
The  two  remaining  offices,  Tibawa  and 
Ibadia,  appertain  to  the  Sedibo,  and  on  a 
vacancy  oceuring,  are  filled  in  the  same 
manner  as  that  of  Bodia.  These,  too,  are 
hereditary  in  families.  In  the  assembly  of 
the  sedibo,  their  assent  must  be  obtained 
to  any  measure  before  it  can  be  carried  into 
etfect  ;  though,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Bodia, 
this  assent  is  rather  the  expression  of  the 
popular  will  than  the  guide  of  it  The  most 
important  duties  of  these  offices  devolve 
upon  them  in  time  of  war.  Then  the 
Ibadia  must  m a!  ways  lead  ;  and  in  case  of 
retreat  or  defeat,  the  latter  must  always 
bring  up  tr,e  rear,  or  cover  the  retreat.! 
They  are  consequently  posts  of  the  greatest 
danger.  In  reward  for  their  services  they 
have,  by  hereditary  right,  a  large  share  of 
all  perquisites  of  the  Sedibo. 

The  third  class  into  which  every  Grebo 
community  is  divided  is  the  Ked>bo.  This 
is  composed  of  youths  and  boys  hetween 
the  ages  of  18  and  11  to  12.  A  small  ini- 
tiation fee  admits  any  one  of  initiable  age 
to  this  class.  They  have  a  treasury,  a 
kind  of  head,  usually  selected  from  among 
the  elder  Sedibo,  to  take  care  of  their  pro- 
perty. They  have  meeings,  at  which 
ttiey  discuss  subjects  of  which  they  have 


the  control,  but  are  subject  to  the  direction 
of  the  Sedibo  in  all  important  matters. 

The  Kimbo  includes  children  from  6  to 
11  years  of  age.  Theirs  is  a  separate  or- 
ganization, although  their  rights  and  privi- 
leges are  of  more  limited  character.  Their 
ch  ef  perquisites  are  those  obtained  for 
their  collective  services  in  busy  seasons. 
But  it  is  wonderful  to  witness  the  stormy 
debates  of  this  little  society,  as  well  as 
amusing  to  see  them  punishing  each  other 
for  i  eal  oralleged  offences,  by  putting  popper 
in  their  eyes,  beating  them,  &c. 

There  is  a  curious  secret  association  or 
society  to  be  found  in  every  Grebo  com- 
munity, styled  Kwi-iru,  or  "children  of 
departed  spirits."  Although  it  is  an 
to  keep  everything  connected  with  this  as- 
sociation concealed,  it  is  known  to  be 
composed  of  persons  of  almost  all  ages  in 
the  community,  except  children.  They 
have  a  "  father,"  as  he  is  called,  hut  he 
is  never  visible  or  known  except  to  mem- 
bers of  the  society.  When,  as  is  rarely 
the  case,  the  "  Kwi-iru"  anpear  in  the 
day,  the  "  father"  is  always  so  masked  as 
to  be  peifecly  disguised.  The  night,  how- 
ever, is  the  usual  time  for  this  strange  as- 
sociation to  go  abroad  ;  often  at  midnight, 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  or  in  the  ad- 
joining bush,  a  sudden,  discordant  shriek" 
ing,  whistling,  yelling,  hideous  nois^  bursts 
forth,  as  if  scores  of  spirits  had  be*3!!  let 
loose  from  the  lower  world  ,and  as  if  their  ob- 
ject was  to  frighten  man  from  the  earth,  in 
a  tumultuous  body  they  run  around  and 
through  the  town.  Women  and  children 
9y  affrighted  into  their  houses  and  close 
them  up,  for  a  heavy  fine  would  be  the 
penalty  of  their  seeing  and  being  seen  by 
the  mysterious  visitors.  If  in  their  wild 
revellings  they  fancy  to  want  anything 
from  any  one,  they  surround  his  h<>u>e 
and  there  remain  ye  ling,  dancing,  scream- 
ing, and  threatening  until  their  demand  is 
granted. 

The  avowed  object  of  the  association  is 
to  seek  and  to  punish  witch's  and  wizards. 
These  are  said  to  be  particularly  active  in 
practising  their  arts  at  night.  They  sirip 
themselves  naked  and  go  to  the  houses  of 
those  whose  lives  they  seek  ;  and  especi- 
ally is  it  their  delight  to  visit  and  dance  on 
the  graves  of  those  wh<>m  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  killing  by  their  enchantments. — 
Wo,  then,  be  to  the  man  or  woman  who 
is  seen  walking  around  or  through  the 
towns  in  the  night!  Tue  Kwi-iru  puun  e 
upon  them,  carry  them  to  a  hou.-e  pre- 
pared for  .he  purpose,  put  them  in  the  top 
of  it,  wljere  they  are  smoked  un 
day  about  10  o'clock,  or  the  usual  time  for 
subjecting  them  to  the  universal  African 


2<5 


APPENDIX. 


Rl.  Rev.  Bishop  Payne's  account  ol  the  Grebo  Tribe,  at  Cape  I'almas. 


test,  "gedu,"  or  sassy-wood.  Early  in 
the  morning,  an  official  of  the  Kwi-iru  is 
despatched  to  the  forest  to  get  the  bark  of 
the  gedu  tree.  This  arrived,  the  accused 
person  is  taken  by  the  Kwi-iru  to  the 
held  ;  there,  in  the  presence  of  the  assem- 
bled town's  people,  to  be  subjected  to  the 
test.  The  officer  of  the  body  beats  the 
bark  in  a  mortar,  pours  water  into  it,  then 
turns  it  out  in  a  wooden  bowl  and  calls  for 
the  accused  to  come  forward  and  drink. 
Holding  the  bowl  in  his  hand,  he  looks 
towards  the  east,  and  savs,  in  substance  : 
'•Oh,  God!  oh,  God!  oh,  God  !  oh,  God! 
I  invoke  thee  four  times  !  If  this  person  be 
innocent,  cause  him  to  vomit  this  gedu  and 
escape.  If  he  be  guilty,  may  it  kill  him." 
The  accused  takes  the  bowl  and  repeats 
the  same  words.  He  then  takes  the  po- 
tion. Immediately  after  doing  this  he 
starts  to  town,  escorted  by  one  or  more 
members  of  the  Kwi-iru.  and  followed  by 
the  multitude.  The  former,  after  reaching 
town,  keep  near  the  accused,  and  force 
him  to  walk  incessantly  until  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  the  gedu  does  not  affect  him, 
or  he  falls  down  suddenly  dead,  a  victim 
to  the  poison.  As  soon  as  this  takes  place, 
a  fiendish  shout  rends  the  air  :  "  The 
witch  is  found  —  he  is  killed."  Tied  by 
the  leet.  the  dead  body  is  dragged  out  on 
the  beach,  where  it  lies  for  some  hours  ex- 
posed to  the  insults  of  the  populace.  Be- 
fore the  relaions  are  permuted  to  bury  it, 
they  must  purchase  it  from  the  Kwi  nu 
for  a  bullock,  or  something  equivalent. 

The  Kwi-iru,  as  a  kind  of  police,  are 
often  employed  by  the  Sedibo  to  adminis- 
ter gedu,  in  cases  where  persons  are  accus- 
ed of  witchcraft,  either  by  them  or  by  the 
Deyabo. 

This  last  word,  Deyabo,  designates  the 
most  remarkable  class  among  the  Greboes. 
They  are  the  life  and  soul  of  their  supersti- 
tions. They  are  commonly  called  m  En- 
glish, doctors  or  devil  men.  Neither  term, 
however,  conveys  a  correct  impression. 
They  are  possessed, or  suppose  themselves 
possessed,  by  a  "Ku,"  demon  or  spirit, 
under  whose  inspiration  they  act  and  give 
their  responses.  They,  in  fact,  do  exhibit 
the  peculiarities  of  those  mentioned  in 
Scripture  as  "possessed."  They  are 
"thrown  down  on  the  ground,"  they 
"gnash  with  their  teeth,"  they  appear 
dead.*hile  they  utter  strange  unearthly 
words,  they  pine  away."  Whenever  any 
of  the  above  marks  appear  in  an  individual, 
he  is  said  to  be  "possessed,"  and  is  at 
once  pi  iced  with  an  old  "Deya"  to  be 
insiructed  in  the  arts  and  mysteries  of  the 
profession.  The  noviciate  lasts  from  one 
to  thiee  days,  according  to  circumstances. 
.During  this  time,  the  candidate  wears  no 


other  covering  than  some  glass  tied  with  a 
cord  around  the  loins.  He  does  not  wash. 
He  has  no  connexion  with  his  wife:  sleeps 
apart,  eats  apart,  &c.  When  the  instruct- 
ing Deya  is  satisfied  with  his  proficiency, 
and  the  candidate's  family  get  a  bullock 
ready  to  pay  for  his  education,  a  day  is 
appointed  fur  inducting  him  into  office. 
This  is  quite  a  long  ceremony.  The  prin- 
cipal features  only  will  be  here  given.  The 
test  of  the  reality  of  his  possession  is  very 
singular.  A  fowl  or  duck  is  killed, and  the 
head  cut  off;  some  of  the  blood  of  this  is 
put  on  the  candidate's  eyes,  and  the  head 
is  then  taken  away  ajid  thown  into  the 
bushes.  The  candidate  is  now  sent  to  find 
it.  If  he  succeeds,  his  possession  is  real  ; 
if  not,  he  is  deceived.  The  latter  '■ase, 
however,  seldom  occurs,  as  good  care  is 
taken  that  the  head  shall  be  found,  and  the 
candidate  is  escorted  by  his  relatives 
(usually  on  the  back  of  one  of  them)  to 
the  place  of  ceremony.  There  he  is  di- 
vested of  his  filthy  hair  and  habiliments  ; 
is  clothed  in  the  usual  dress  of  his  class, 
furnished  with  a  stock  of  greegiees  at  d 
charms,  and  taken  home  by  his  relatives. 
Established  at  home,  he  is  a  mvosi  won* 
derful  character.  Under  the  inspiration 
of  his  demon  there  is  nothing  which  he 
cannot  find  out — nothing  which  he  cannot 
do.  Distance  is  annihilated.  From  hun- 
dreds of  miles  the  secrets  of  hearts  are 
known  and  revealed.  Hidden  acts  of 
witchcraft  are  brought  to  light.  The  po- 
tent spells  and  charms  of  the  Deya  control 
winds,  rain,  pestilence,  health,  wealth ,  life 
and  death.  There  is  no  good  sought  nor  ill 
deprecated  for  which  he  does  not  at  once 
provide  specific  greegree,  But  it  is  especi- 
ally in  reference  to  witchcraft  that  the 
powers  of  the  Deyabo  are  invoked  and 
exercised.  This  is  tke  great  evil  of  the 
country — the  one  most  practised — the  most 
feared.  To  guard  against  tins,  the  Deya- 
bo make  charms  for  the  persons  of  individ- 
uals, for  their  houses,  for  the  town,  fur  the 
country.  By  consulting  their  demons 
they  are  supposed  to  be  able'at  once  to 
designate  the  witch  or  wizard  in  any  par- 
ticular case,  and  the  word  of  a  Deya  is 
taken,  ordinarily,  as  sufficient  proof  that 
the  party  accused  is  guilty,  or  rather  as 
sufficient  ground  for  subjecting  him  to  trial 
by  gedu.  This  fact,  in  connexion  with 
the  popular  belief  that  death,  in  all  cases — 
except  those  of  infants  and  very  aged 
men — is  caused  by  witchcraft,  causes  a 
general  fear  through  the  whole  community 
whenever  one  dies  ;  for  any  one  in  town  is 
liable  to  be  arrested  at  any  moment,  and 
subjected  to  the  dread  ordeal  of  gedu  upon 

II  ihe  mere  ipse  d.xit  of  a  Deya. 

Jj      There   is   one  singular — and  1  may  add 
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hopeful — feature  connected  with  this,  at 
first  sight  most  preposterous  and  wicked 
system.  When  the  Deya  has  consulted 
his  demon  and  prepared  his  charms,  it  is 
common  with  him  to  say,  "Now,  nyena 
ba  wenh,  (if  God  wills,)  this  will  accom- 
plish the  good  you  seek,  but  not  other- 
wise." Indeed,  the  intelligent  Greboes 
contend  that  the  whole  system  of  the 
Deyabo  is  by  appointment  of  God.  The 
Deya.  is  their  means  of  access  to  God  :  the 
Deya,  speaking  by  his  demon,  conveys  the 
voice  of  God. 

Such  is  the  most  intelligent  view  of  the 
system  of  the  Greboes'  superstition.  But 
it  contains  within  itself  the  elements  of  its 
own  destruction  :  for  the  Greboes  believe 
that  God  is  holy  and  true  ;  but  the  Deyabo, 
they  know  by  experience,  are  all  vicious, 
and  all  speak  lies.  It  is  not  wonderful, 
therefore,  that,  in  the  light  of  the  Gospel, 
the  system  is  losing  its  hold,  and  the 
Deyabo  their  influence  upon  the  people. 

The  moral  character  of  the  greboes  is 
substantially  that  given  in  the  first  chapter 
of  Romans — that  of  man  everywhere  left 
to  himself.  But  it  is  surprising,  in  their 
case,  to  see  how  much  that  is  outwardly 
good  and  pleasant  can  coexist  with  the 
inwardly  corrupt,  and,  indeed,  how  the 
latter  contributes  to  the  manifestation  of 
the  former.  It  has  been  stated  that  witch- 
craft (by  which  is  meant  the  accomplishing 
of  any  object  by  magical  preparations)  is 
generally  practised.  The  people  are  also, 
of  course,  all  revengeful,  anil  witchcraft  af 
fords  the  means  of  revenging  themselves  ; 
and  as  all  are  conscious  of  evil,  all  fear  evil: 
and  this  fear  is  the  chief  cause  of  the  great 
courtesy  which  really  characterizes  the 
Greboesin  theirintercourse  with  each  other. 

The  physical  character  of  the  Greboes  is 
not  inferior  to  that  of  any  tribe  on  the 
west  coast  of  Africa.  This  may  be  readi- 
ly inferred  from  the  fact  that  they  are 
eagerly  sought  by  vessels  of  war,  as  well 
as  by  traders.  The  class  known  on  the 
coast  as  Kroomen,  (Croomen,  or  Crew- 
men,) are,  in  fact,  a  large  portion  of  them, 
Cape  Palmas  or  Grebo  people.  A  great 
many  of  them  are  to  be  found  in  Sierra 
Leone,  and,  indeed,  in  many  of  the  foreign 
settlements  from  Sierra  Leone  to  the  Ga- 
boon river. 

Their  intellectual  character  corresponds 
with  the  physical.  In  our  schools  the 
children  learn  rapidly.  In  the  meetings 
and  councils  of  the  Sedibo  and  people, 
which  I  have  attended,  I  have  been  struck 
with  the  order,  decorum,  and  mental  acu- 
men displayed.  In  grave  assemblies  each 
man  has  his  place  and  his  time  to  speak  ; 
when  this  arrives,  he  stands  up,  usually 
holds  a  long  staff  in  his  hand,  and  asks  <[ 


attention  by  saying  "bateo,"  (attend  all  ;) 
the  assembly  responds  "  bate,"  (we  at- 
tend ;)  after  he  has  finished,  the  next  in 
order  takes  the  staff,  and  proceeds  in  like 
manner.  And  in  examining  evidence  they 
are  most  thorough  ;  and  keen,  indeed, 
must  be  the  foreign  casuist  who  can  get 
the  advantage  of  them  on  matters  coming 
within  the  range  of  their  knowledge  and 
experience. 

The  geographical  position  of  the  Gre- 
boes, in  connexion  with  their  physical  and 
intellectual  character,  affords  ground  to 
hope  that  they  are  destined  to  be  instru- 
ments of  extreme  good  amongst  the  nu- 
merous tribes  in  their  vicinity.  They  are 
situated  at  the  month  of  the  Cavalla  river, 
navigable  for  canoes  and  boats  about 
seventy  miles,  and  having  on  its  banks 
some  twelve  tribes.  With  these  tribes  the 
Greboes  have  daily  intercourse,  and  they 
speak  dialects  so  nearly  aiike  that  they 
are  readily  understood  by  each  other.  It 
is  probable,  too,  that  books  published  in 
Grebo  will  be  understood  by  all  these 
tribes.  Hence  it  follows,  that  to  Chris- 
tianize the  Greboes  will  be  at  once  to 
diffuse  its  blessings throughoutthese  tribes. 

The  Episcopal  Mission  in  West  Africa  is 
established  in  the  Grebo  tribe.  It  em- 
braces at  present  three;  principal  and  one 
sub-station.  A  fourth  principal  station 
will  be  opened  during  the  year  at  Rock- 
town.  Those  at  present  in  operation  are  : 
Mount  Vaughan,  Fishtown,  Cavalla,  and 
River  Cavalla. 

Ml.  Vaughan  station  is  within  the  imme- 
diate settlement  of  the  colony,  and  is  whol- 
ly colonial  in  its  character.  Here  area 
female  day  school,  in  which  upwards  of 
fifty  children  receive  instruction,  and  a 
high  school  in  embryo,  having  in  it  fifteen 
boys.  This  will  be  made  a  boarding 
school  in  part  at  the  beginning  of  next  year, 
being  designed  to  train  up  teachers  and 
ministers. 

In  connexion  with  this  station  is  a 
chapel  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Col- 
onist congregation  ;  for  whose  benefit 
a  stone  church,  St.  Mark's,  is  in  process 
of  erection.  The  number  of  communicants 
here  is  twenty-two. 

Fishtown  station,  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  Rev.  Jacob  Rambo,  is  twelve 
miles  from  Cape  Palmas.  It  is  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  a  native  population  of 
3,500,  with  many  villages  near.  In  the 
boarding  school  of  native  boys  and  girls, 
there  are  twenty-five  children.  A  com- 
fortable chapel  has  been  erected,  in  which, 
as  well  as  in  the  villages  around,  stated 
services  are  held.  There  are  at  (his  sta- 
tion twelve  communicants.  A  hand  print- 
ing press  is  also  now  in  operation  there. 
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Cavalta  station,  under  care  of  Rev.  J. 
Payne,  is  ten  miles  from  Cape  Palmas  to 
leeward,  as  Fish  town  is  to  the  wind- 
ward. There  is  a  population  (native) 
about  the  same  as  at  Fisbtown,  with  a  lar- 
ger within  a  few  miles  distance.  In  a 
chapel,  built  of  native  materials,  in  the 
middle  of  a  native  town,  regular  services 
are  held,  the  average  attendance  being  two 
hundred.  Services  are  also  held  in  many 
villages  around.  In  the  male  and  female 
boarding  schools  connected  with  the  sta- 
tion, are  sixty-three  pupils.  The  number 
of  communicants  thirty-seven. 

River  Cavalta  is  an  out  station  of  Cavalla, 


where  there  is  a  boarding  school  contain- 
ing ten  children.  By  the  missionaries  the 
gospel  is  preached  in  some  twenty-five 
native  towns  and  villages,  besides  the  colo- 
ny. Summary  ;  3  principal  and  1  out- 
station  ;  missionaries  and  their  wives,  6  ; 
teachers,  colonist  and  native,  13;  pupils, 
colonist  and  native,  165  :  communicants, 
colonist  and  native,  71. 

The  language  has  been  reduced  to(  writ- 
ing, and  Genesis,  the  gospels  of  Matthew, 
Mark,  and  Luke,  and  Acts,  translated, 
besides  smaller  books  published  in  the 
language. 

J.  Payne. 


Report  of  the  Kroo  people,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Connelly. 


I  have  lived  five  years  and  one  month 
in  Settra  Kroo,  as  a  missionary.  I  will 
speak  first  of  the  country  and  climate  ; 
then  of  the  people  anl  of  the  success  of 
the  mission.  As  to  the  land,  I  have  lived 
upon  the  beach,  but  travelled  as  far  as 
fifty  miles  back  into  the  interior.  The 
land  is  neither  rich  nor  poor;  but  it  is  all 
good  and  very  fruitful.  It  has  a  little  in- 
clination to  be  gravelly  and  soft.  The 
face  of  the  earth,  with  a  little  exception, 
is  covered  with  a  jungle  thicker  than  the 
swamps  in  the  United  States.  It  is  also 
plentifully  interspersed  with  large  trees, 
and  pleasantly  variegated  with  hills  and 
valleys.  There  is  scarcely  a  tree,  shrub, 
or  herb,  such  as  is  found  in  the  United 
States. 

The  chief  productions  of  the  country 
for  food  are  cassada  and  rice  ;  also  cab- 
bages and  sweet  potatoes.  The  animals 
are  bullocks,  sheep,  and  goats.  The  chief 
fruits  are  pineapples,  oranges,  cocoanuts, 
lemons,  plantains,  bananas,  papaws,  and 
guavas.  The  chief  articles  of  commerce 
are  palm-oil,  cam-wood,  rice,  and  ivory. 
In  the  rainy  season  (our  summer  in  Ameri- 
ca) the  mercury  stands  at  about  seventy- 
eight,  and  in  the  dry  season  (our  winter 
in  America)  at  about  eighty-six. 

If  the  land  was  clear  and  cultivated,  I 
think  the  country  would  be  as  healthy  as 
any  other  portion  of  the  globe.  The  na- 
tives are  as  healthy  as  our  colored  people 
in  America,  and  subject  to  fewer  diseases. 
Peopie  from  the  United  States  are  not  so 
healthy  as  the  natives, and  especially  white 
men.  All  foreigners,  having  to  undergo 
acclimation,  necessarily  suffer  in  their  con- 
stitutions. 

1  am  far  from  thinking  that  this  acclima- 
tion is  not  morally  a  benefit  to  the  emi- 
grates, and  to  the  republic  ;  because  it 
tends  to  civilize  the  newly  emancipated. 
Some  three  generations  back — say  two 
hundred  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  years — 


some  of  the  bush  people,  between  two 
and  three  hundred  miles  in  the  interior, 
a  people  called  Claho,  came  to  the  beach, 
(several  of  these  men  having  followed 
the  Poor  river,  and  learned  on  the  beach 
the  value  of  salt,)  and  first  commenced 
a  settlement  at  Bassa,  and  subsequntly 
removed  to  Little  Kroo,  very  near  Setta 
Kroo.  Several  of  the  tribes  from  the 
interior,  with  their  several  kings,  came 
and  united  with  them  and  consolidated 
themselves  under  one  government,  em- 
bracing five  towns,  called  Little  Kroo, 
Settra  Kroo,  Kroo—bar,  Nana-Kroo,  King 
Will's  Town.  Long  ago,  in  the  time  of  the 
Portuguese  slave-trade,  these  people  assist- 
ed slave  vessels ;  and  there  is  said  by 
them  to  have  been  a  compact  or  agreement, 
between  them  and  the  Portuguese  and  other 
slave-traders,  that  they  should  be  exempt 
from  slavery,  and  should  be  known  by  a 
black  mark  upon  the  forehead  and  nose, 
which  is  still  universal  among  them,  as 
well  as  their  freedom  from  slavery,  (they 
never  making  slaves  of  one  another  ;)  and 
their  name,  Kroomen,  is  said  to  be  but  a 
corruption  of  the  title  of  Crewmen,  be- 
cause of  their  general  employment  among 
vessels  visiting  the  African  coast.  Among 
the  people  polygamy  exists  extensively, 
and  slavery  to  some  extent — though  these 
slaves  are  bought  only  from  other  tribes, 
and  are  never  sold  to  foreigners  or  to  any 
persons  out  of  their  own  tribe.  Their 
houses  are  built  of  a  square  form,  and  of 
sticks  covered  with  bamboo  plaited;  and 
the  roof  of  leaf  thatch  ;  and  the  floor  is  of 
piaited  bamboo,  raised  eighteen  inches  on 
sticks,  and  the  door  and  the  loft  above  are 
not  sufficiently  high  to  permit  an  adult 
to  enter  standing.  There  are  generally 
three  rooms  in  each  house,  separated  by 
partitions  of  plaited  bamboo.  The  fireplace 
is  made  principally  of  hard  clay,  near  one 
corner  of  the  house,  where  is  the  only 
window,  which  serves  both  to  admit  light 
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and  open  a  passage  for   the  smoke.     The  | 
smoke   penetrates    the   interstices   of  the 
loft  above,  and   preserves  the  nee,  which 
would  otherwise  be  destroyed  by  insecis. 

Their  furniture  consists  mostly  of  a 
few  cooking  utensils  ;  their  floor  answers 
for  bed,  table,  and  chairs,  and  their  pillow 
is  a  round  stick  of  wood.  Their  dress  is  a 
piece  of  cloth  wrapped  about  the  loins. 
Their  devotions  are  a  superstitious  gazing 
on  the  new  moon,  and  a  feast  on  the  first 
day  of  the  moon  among  the  headmen,  and 
devotional  walks  in  a  thicket  called  the 
devil's  bush.  They  depend  on  amulets  or 
greegrees  for  protection  and  defence.  These 
are  purchased  from  the  greegree  doctors  for 
different  sums  of  money,  according  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  designed. 
These  amulets  are  sheep  horns,  or  small 
pockets,  filled  with  herbs  and  palm  oil  and 
dirt,  made  by  thedoctoror  conjurer.  These 
doctors  are  a  d  istinct  class  of  men  wh  o  come 
into  the  profession  hereditarily,  the  heads 
of  the  families  teaching  their  craft.  The 
children  destined  to  this  profession  enter 
early  upon  these  studies  under  some  doc- 
tor— sometimes  as  early  as  seven  or  eight 
years,  and  are  distinguished  by  a  peculiar 
straw  dress. 

These  doctors  profess  a  knowledge  of 
herbs  and  roots,  and  to  have  the  means  of 
curing  diseases,  and  are  called  to  relieve 
the  sick  and  afflicted.  But  their  greatest 
reputation  is  derived  from  their  imagined 
supernatural  knowledge. 

The  Kroo  people  consider  death  and 
sickness  as  caused  by  witchcraft,  and  they 
employ  and  rely  upon  the  doctors  to  point 
out  the  person  who  has  by  witchcraft 
caused  these  evils.  The  persons  wno  is  des- 
ignated as  guilty  of  the  crime  of  witchcraft, 
is  arrested  by  the  soldier  king,  and  con- 
demned to  the  ordeal  of  sassy-wood.  The 
bark  of  the  sassy-wood  is  powerfully  nar- 
cotic, and  a  strong  decoction  of  this  the 
person  condemned  is  forced  to  drink  ;  and 
after  he  has  drank  it,  he  walks  to  and  fro, 
exclaiming  "  Am  I  a  witch,"  "  am  I  a 
witch?"  while  one  of  his  executioners 
walks  behind  him,  replying,  "  Vou  are  a 
witch,  you  are  a  witch  ;"  and  this  contin- 
ues until  he  either  throws  off  from  his 
stomach  the  poison,  when  he  is  pronounc- 
ed innocent,  or  it  operates  as  a  cathartic, 
when  he  is  declared  guilty,  and  compelled 
to  take  more  of  the  decoction,  and  is  sub- 
jected to  other  cruelties,  which  cause  his 
speedy  death.  When  pronounced  inno- 
cent, there  is  great  joy  and  triumph  among 
the  friends  of  the  accused,  who  march 
through  the  town  dancing,  singing,  and 
firing  guns,  and  the  conjuror  resigns  his 
fee  to  those  who  employed  him  These 
shocking  scenes  of  the  ordeal  by  sassy- 
wood  were  of  almost  daily  occurrence  in 


former  times,  but  have  been  much  less 
frequent,  say  three  or  four  times  a  year, 
since  the  establishment  of  a  mission  among 
them.  Sometimes  this  sassy-wood  is  used 
to  decide  questions  between  individuals, 
and  they  voluntarily  drink  it  to  prove 
and  settle  some  disputed  points.  This 
ordeal  by  sassy-wood  is  one  of  the  most 
prevalent  and  cruel  of  African  supersti- 
tions, and  is  practised  among  nearly  if  not 
all  the  tribes  of  Africa.  We  presume 
that  thousands  of  the  Africans  perish  by 
this  sassy-wood  superstition  annually. 

The  government,  in  the  tribes  which 
united  to  form  the  Kroo  people,  was  pro- 
bably at  first  patriarchal,  but  at  present  it 
is  a  self-perpetuating  oligarchy,  though 
one  of  the  headmen  has  the  title  of  king, 
and  another  that  of  governor. 

The  headmen  or  aristocracy  are  about  a 
dozen  or  fifteen,  wear  as  a  badge  of  authority 
an  iron  ring  about  the  leg.  The  king  has 
his  office  hereditarily,  and  the  governor's 
office  is  secured  to  his  family  for  past  ser- 
vices rendered  by  his  ancestors  in  conquer- 
ing the  country.  The  soldier  king  is  elec- 
ted for  an  indefinite  time  by  the  headmen, 
and  is  general  and  the  officer  commanding 
in  war,  and  arresting  and  executing  those 
condemned  to  drink  the  sassy-wood. 
This  office  is  desired,  as  this  officer  is 
entitled  to  a  liberal  fee  for  any  arrest,  or 
service.  Besides  these  officers  and  their 
assistants,  there  are  six  or  eight  headmen, 
who  are  called  palaver  men,  who,  with 
those  just  mentioned,  constitute  the  general 
council  of  the  nation. 

Each  tribe  uniting  to  form  the  Kroo 
people  brought  its  own  kings,  and  the 
families  of  these  come  to  the  office  of  king 
in  succession.  The  laws  of  the  Kroo 
people  are  a  body  of  customs  handed  down 
by  tradition  from  past  generations,  inter- 
preted and  enforced  by  the  general  council, 
who  also  enact  occas'onal  special  laws, 
which  are  generally  suggested  or  dictated 
by  the  doctor  or  conjuror.  The  laws  are 
imperfect,  inconsistent,  and  unfair.  If  one 
man  loses  anything,  and  accuses  another 
of  having  stolen  it,  the  accused  is  required 
to  drink  sassy -wood  to  prove  his  innocence. 
The  ordeal  of  sassy-wood  is  therefore 
made  a  penalty  for  almost  all  crimes,  and 
exerts  a  powerful  restraining  influence  on 
the  community.  When  the  sassy-wood 
so  affects  the  accused  as  to  condemn  him, 
the  friends  of  the  accused  m*y  buy  him 
off  from  death  for  different  sums  of  money, 
according  to  the  wealth  of  the  family  of 
the  accused.  The  reason  why  so  few 
are  saved  is  because  of  the  poverty  of  the 
friends  of  the  accused,  and  because  if 
once  rescued,  the  accused  is  exposed  to 
be  reaccused  for  any  trifling  offence. 
The   ordeal  of  sassy-wood    is  frequently 
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made  to  decide  points  of  honor,  precisely- 
like  the  custom  of  duelling-  in  the  U.  States. 
The  leading  motives  of  the  Kroo  people 
are  sensuality  and  vaniiy.  The  men  em- 
ployed by  vessels  on  the  coast,  and  by  tra- 
ders as  factors  on  shore,  are  industrious, 
but  on  the  plantations  and  in  their  towns 
the  men  are  idle,  and  the  women  perform 
most  of  the  labor.  The  men  build  the 
houses  and  clear  the  plantations,  but  the 
women  plant,  watch,  cultivate,  gather  and 
beat  the  rice,  and  also  cut  and  bring  the 
wood,  and  perform  all  the  labor  about  the 
houses.  The  women  seldom  eat  with  the 
men,  except  a  man 's  head  or  favorite  wife, 
who  superintends  the  cooking,  and  first 
tastes  the  food  before  he  partakes. 

The  system  of  polygamy  gives  rise  to 
jealousies  and  quarrels  among  the  women. 
All  lawful  wives  are  purchased  when  chil- 
dren, and  when  they  arrive  at  a  suitable 
age,  are  taken  to  their  husbands.  Besides 
these,  there  is  a  class  of  women  who  go 
and  live  with  any  man  they  choose,  and 
leave  him  for  any  other,  at  pleasure. — 
When  one  or  more  of  these  leave  a  man, 
and  run  to  another,  the  one  to  whom  they 
resort  fire  guns,  and  his  lawful  wives  re- 
joice with  him,  because  they  regard  it  as 
adding  importance  to  their  husband,  and 
relieving  them  from  a  portion  of  their 
labor.  There  appears  to  be  a  strong  affec- 
tion between  parents  and  children,  and 
brothers  and  sisters  ;  but  polygamy  doubt- 
less lessens  the  affection  between  husbands 
and  wives.  They  are  passionate,  but 
cowardly  ;  fond  of  war  and  hunting,  but 
have  little  skill  in  either.  When  specially 
intrusted  with  property,  they  may  be  ex- 
pected to  be  faithful  ;  but  if  (in  most  cases) 
they  can  slyly  steal,  they  will  do  it.  ;  and 
in  case  one  of  their  number  informs  against 
the  thief,  it  is  the  law  that  the  informer 
should  pay  for  the  stolen  property. 

The  Kroo  women — especially  those  who 
are  old  and  incapable  of  other  labor — are 
constantly  and  industriously  engaged  in 
making  salt  by  boiling  down  sea  water  ; 
and  this  is  a  principal  article  of  trade  with 
the  interior  tribes.  The  leading  men  of 
families  have  young  men,  (though  these 
may  be  thirty  or  forty  yearsdd,)  who  are 
under  their  counsel  and  authority,  as 
wards  under  guardians.  These  young 
men  go  abroad  to  different  parts  of  the 
coast  from  Sierra  Leone  to  Cape  Coast, 
or  even  to  Fernando  Po — each  group  of 
ten  or  a  dozen  choosing  one  as  a  leader, 
who  makes  engagements  for  them  ;  and, 
after  securing  as  much  money  for  them  as 
possible  by  labor  from  six  months  to  two 
or  three  years,  they  return  home,  when 
the  property  thus  acquired  is  distributed 
among  the  families  of  these  young  men, 
according  to  the  discretion  of  the  guardian, 


who  is  expected  to  buy  a  wife  for  each  of 
these  youths  whenever  he  deems  their 
labors  sufficient  to  merit  one.  A  man's 
importanceamongtheKroosdepends  much 
upon  the  number  of  his  wivesand  bullocks, 
these  being  the  chief  property  of  the 
country. 

The  Presbyterian  mission  among  the 
Kroos  is  about  eight  years  old.  It  was 
commenced  under  the  direction  of  the 
Presbyterian  board  of  missions,  by  the 
Rev.  O.  R.  Canfield,  who  died  before  the 
the  mission  house  was  finished.  Mr.  Can- 
field  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  R.  W. 
Sawyer,  who  labored  in  the  cause  of  the 
mission  for  two  years.  He  then  fell  a 
victim  to  fever,  when  his  widow  conducted 
the  affairs  of  the  mission,  assisted  in  its 
temporal  matters  by  Doctor  Day,  for  one 
year.  She  was-then  united  in  marriage  to 
the  Rev.  James  M.  Connelly  ;  and  for  the 
last  five  years  they  have  continued  their 
efforts  in  the  mission. 

In  connexion  with  the  mission  there  has 
always  been  a  boarding  school,  where 
children  were  fed,  clothed,  and  taught 
gratuitously.  For  three  years  this  school 
averaged  about  sixty  scholars  ;  and  for  the 
last  five  years  it  has  been  on  the  decline, 
having  on  an  average  about  twenty-five. — 
In  this  school  there  have  been  about  three 
hundred  children  taught  to  read  intelligi- 
bly, many  to  write,  and  all  instructed  in 
the  doctrines  of  the  christian  religion  ;  a 
few  have  studied  some  of  the  sciences,  and 
many  more  have  only  learned  to  spell, 
while  some  could  only  be  kept  in  school 
to  get  a  knowledge  of  the  alphabet.  Our 
first  and  last  lesson  to  all  these  children  has 
been  to  teach  them  their  responsibility  to 
God  as  the  Creator  of  the  world,  the  ne- 
cessity of  faith  in  His  Son,  our  Redeemer, 
and  of  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
regenerate  the  heart. 

In  connexion  with  the  boarding  school 
we  have  kept  up  a  Sabbath  school,  and 
occasional  night  and  day  schools,  at  dif- 
ferent places  ;  and  the  Gospel  has  been 
constantly  preached  on  the  Sabbath.  The 
children  of  the  Kroos  generally  learn  to 
read  and  write  in  the  course  of  four  or  six 
months,  and  appear  to  acquire  knowledge 
as  readily  as  children  in  the  United  States. 
The  Kroo  peopie  (and  the  Africans  gen- 
erally, that  we  have  observed,)  appear  to 
have  as  good  natural  talents  as  other  peo- 
ple. In  regard  to  the  influence  of  the  mis- 
sion, we  are  assured  that  it  has  exerted  a 
powerful  influence  to  restrain  from  vice, 
and  cause  those  who  cherished  to  seek  to 
hide  it ;  but  we  are  not  sure  that  any  have 
become  truly  pious,  though  we  trust  the 
seed  of  Divine  truth,  planted  among  the 
Kroos  by  this  mission,  will  finally  show- 
great  and  beneficial  results. 
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AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

"Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  •  The  American  Colonization  Society.' 
"Art.  2.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively  directed  is,  to  promote  and  execute  a 
plan  for  colonizing,  with  their  own  consent,  the  free  people  of  color  residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa, 
or  such  other  place  as  Congress  shall  deem  expedient.  And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object, 
in  co  operation  with  the  General  Government  and  such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt  regulations  on  the 
subject. 

"Art.  3.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  shall  have  paid  to  the  funds  of  the  Society  the  sum 
of  one  dollar,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society  for  one  year  from  the  time  of  such  payment.  Any  citi- 
zen who  shall  have  paid  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars,  shall  be  a  member  for  life.  And  any  citizen  paying 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director  for  life.  Foreigners  may  be  made  members  by  vote 
of  the  Society  or  of  the  Directors. 

"Art.  4.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  at  Washington,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  January,  and  at 
such  other  times  and  places  as  they  shall  direct.  At  the  annual  meeting,  a  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dents shall  be  chosen,  who  shall  perform  the  duties  appropriate  to  those  offices. 

•'Art.  5.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  composed  of  the  Directors  for  life  and  of  Delegates 
from  the  several  State  Societies  and  societies  for  the  District  of  Columbia  and  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  Each  of  such  societies  shall  be  entitled  to  one  Delegate  for  every  five  hundred  dollars  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  this  Society  within  the  year  previous  to  the  annual  meeting. 

"Art.  6.  The  Board  shall  annually  appoint  one  or  more  Secretaries,  a  Treasurer, and  an  Executive 
Committee  of  seven  persons;  all  of  whom  shall  ex  officio,  be  members  of  the  Board,  having  a  right  to 
be  present  at  its  meetings  and  to  take  part  in  the  transaction  of  its  business ;  but  they  shall  not  vote, 
except  as  provided  in  Article  7. 

"Art.  7.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  meet  annually  in  Washington,  immediately  after  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society,  and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  it  shall  appoint,  or  at  the  request  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  at  the  request  of  any  three  of  the  Auxiliary  State  Societies,  communicated 
to  the  Corresponding  Secretary.  Seven  Directors  shall  form  a  quorum.  But,  if  at  any  annual  meet" 
ing,  or  meeting  regularly  called,  a  less  number  be  in  attendance,  then  five  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  with  such  Directors,  not  less  than  four,  as  may  be  present,  shall  constitute  a  Board,  and 
have  competent  authority  to  transact  any  business  of  the  Society ;  provided,  however,  that  the  Board 
thus  constituted  shall  carry  no  question  unless  the  vote  be  unanimous. 

"Art.  8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  according  to  its  own  appointment,  or  at  the  call  of  the 
Secretary.  This  Committee  shall  have  discretionary  power  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Society, 
subject  only  to  such  limitations  as  are  found  in  its  charter,  in  this  Constitution,  and  in  the  votes  that 
have  been  passed,  or  may  hereafter  be  passed,  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
shall  be  members  of  the  Committee  ex  officio,  with  the  right  to  deliberate,  but  not  to  vote.  The  Com- 
mittee is  authorized  to  fill  all  vacancies  in  its  own  body  ;  to  appoint  a  Secretary  or  Treasurer  when- 
ever such  offices  are  vacant;  and  to  appoint  and  direct  such  agents  as  maybe  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  Society.  At  every  annual  meeting,  the  Committee  shall  report  their  doings  to  the 
Society,  and  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

"Art.  9.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended,  upon  a  proposition  to  that  effect  by  any  of  the  So- 
cieties represented  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  and  published  in  the  of- 
ficial paper  of  the  Society,  three  months  before  the  annual  meeting ;  provided  such  amendment  ro- 
«eive  the  sanction  of  two  thirds  of  the  Board  at  its  next  annual  meeting 
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Tribute  to  deceased  friends. 

In  submitting  to  the  general  meeting,  a  brief  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  Society  during  the  year,  it  becomes  a  painful  duty  to  record  the  decease, 
since  the  last  anniversary,  of  several  of  its  faithful  friends  and  benefactors. 

Among  these,  though  not  officially  connected  with  the  Society,  is  the  Hon. 
John  M.  Clayton,  of  Delaware,  who  long  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  Republic 
of  Liberia,  and  while  Secretary  of  State  prosecuted  measures  under  authority 
of  the  President  (General  Taylor,)  to  ascertain  its  condition,  character  and 
resources,  and  make  them  publicly  known.  No  eulogiums  recently  pro- 
nounced, in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  (the  chief  scene  of  his  labors,) 
on  the  character  of  this  eminent  statesman,  have  transcended  the  tribute  justly 
due  to  his  private  and  public  worth. 

That  eminent  banker  and  philanthropist,  Samuel  Gurney,  of  London,  a 
Vice  President  of  this  Society,  the  amount  of  whose  annual  charities  have 
seldom  been  equalled,  and  to  whom  the  Government  of  Liberia  is  largely  in- 
debted for  aid  in  obtaining  possession  of  Gallinas,  has  finished  his  useful  life 
on  earth,  and  his  remains  repose  near  those  of  his  celebrated  sister,  Mrs. 
Fry,  of  whose  spirit  he  partook,  and  whose  reward  he  doubtless  shares. 

Nor  should  the  names  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bond,  D.  D.^long  the  editor  of  the 
Christian  Jldvocate,  and  of  the  Rev,  Asa  Cummings,  D.  D.,  for  thirty  years 
conductor  of  the  Christian  Mirror,  of  Portland,  Maine,  be  omitted,  since  both 
able  and  fearless  in  the  cause  of  truth,  stood  ready  at  all  times,  through  the 
press,  to  defend  the  benevolent  and  practical  views  of  this  Society. 

Almost,  immediately  after  the  announcement  in  the  last  report  of  the  gener- 
ous subscription  in  the  State  of  Maine,  (which  had  then  reached  nearly  half 
the  amount  required)  to  obtain  a  ship  for  the  Society,  and  of  a  resolution 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  friends  of  the  object  there  on  the  28th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1855,  to  go  forward,  in  full  reliance  upon  the  liberality  of  the  good  peo- 
ple of  that  State,  and  build  the  ship  ;  the  President  of  the  Society  communi- 
cated a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Stevens,  of  Talbot  county,  Md.,  proposing  to 
give  a.  ship  costing  from  $35,000  to  §36,000  to  the  American  Colonization 
Society.  The  means  and  influence  by  which  this  great  gift  was  secured  to 
this  Society  may  be  most  briefly  and  accurately  described  in  the  language  of 
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the  last  annual  report  of  the  Massachusetts  Society:  "  He  (Mr.  Stevens,)  had 
already  corresponded  with  Dr.  Hall,  General  Agent  of  the  Maryland  Society, 
concerning  another  Liberia  packet,  to  be  owned  and  sailed  like  the  former,  by 
the  Chesapeake  and  Liberia  Trading  Company.  Jan.  2,  1856,  before  the 
resolution  of  the  Maine  Committee,  of  December  28,  was  known,  Mr.  La- 
trobe,  President  of  the  Parent  Society,  wrote  to  him  on  the  desirableness  of  a 
ship  to  be  owned  by  the  Society,  and  of  his  assistance  in  procuring  it.  Mr. 
Stevens  replied,  January  23,  that  he  had  nearly  determined  to  furnish  the 
$35,000  supposed  to  be  necessary,  and  "  an  additional  thousand  dollars  would 
make  no  difference,"  if  it  should  be  wanted  ;  but  having  been  informed  of  the 
prospects  in  Maine,  he  deferred  his  decision  until  they  could  have  an  inter- 
view. February  4,  Mr.  Latrobe  wrote  again,  informing  him  of  serious  dif- 
ficulties still  in  the  way  of  the  seasonable  execution  of  the  Maine  enterprise. 
Mr.  Stevens  replied  February  12,  offering  to  give  the  whole  $36,000  ;  and  to 
make  all  safe  in  case  of  his  death,  he  proposed  at  once  to  transfer  certain 
securities,  which  he  described,  amounting  to  $34,828,  and  to  advance  the  rest 
in  cash  ;  the  funds  and  the  ship,  when  built,  to  be  held  by  trustees,  for  the 
use  of  the  Society,  and  to  be  liable  for  no  debts,  except  those  growing  out  of 
its  preservation  and  employment.  The  gift  was  av'xepted  with  thanks  by  the 
Executive  Committee.  Mr.  Latrobe,  President  of  the  Society,  Mr.  Whittlesey, 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  Dr.  Hall,  a  Director  for  Life,  who 
had  been  approved  by  Mr.  Stevens,  were  appointed  trustees  ;  an  assignment 
was  drawn  up  and  sent  to  Mr.  Stevens,  and  was  returned  with  his  signature, 
and  a  check  for  the  balance  in  a  letter  dated  March  1.  The  letter  was  written 
by  an  amanuensis,  except  the  last  sentence  of  a  postscript  dated  March  8. 
The  gentleman  who  brought  it  stated  that  the  life  of  Mr.  Stevens  was  hanging 
by  a  thread.  April  4,  Mr,  Latrobe  was  informed  of  his  death.  As  he  per- 
ceived his  end  approaching,  he  repeatedly  expressed  his  joy  that  he  had  been 
allowed  to  live  to  finish  this  work."  Without  delay,  the  trustees  decided  upon 
the  size  and  model  of  the  ship,  and  a  contract  with  Messrs.  Abrahams  and 
Ashcraft  for  her  construction  was  signed  on  the  18th  of  April.  As  it  was  as- 
certained that  to  fit  her  with  such  extra  conveniences  and  accommodations  as 
might  best  suit  her  to  the  purpose  of  a  permanent  emigrant  ship,  some  eight  or 
ten  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  the  sum  given  by  Mr.  Stevens  would  be  re- 
quired, the  Maryland*  Colonization  Society  made  the  generous  loan  of  some 
eight  thousand  dollars,  which  is  to  be  repaid  by  the  conveyance  of  emigrants 
from  Maryland  to  the  independent  colony  founded  by  that  State  at  Cape  Pal- 
mas.  With  his  accustomed  liberality,  F.  W.  Brune,  Esq.,  of  Baltimore, 
furnished  two  large  iron  wa.ter  tanks  capable  of  containing  a  full  supply  of 
water  for  emigrants  on  the  voyage,  at  an  expense  of  $1200,  while  Thomas 
Wilson,  Esq.,  of  the  same  city,  tendered  whatever  amount  might  be  required 
to  supply  the  cabin  with  a  select  and  appropriate  library. 

This  ship  is  of  the  capacity  of  713  tons  ;  her  between  decks  have  a  height 
of  seven  feet,  with  all  arrangements  made  in  the  best  manner,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  emi- 
grants ;  her  lower  hold  is  for  supplies  and  cargo,  while  her  cabin,  42  feet  long, 
is  capable  of  accommodating  10  passengers,  and  furnished  in  a  style  to  com- 
pare well  with  that  of  the  finest  European  passenger  ships.  The  completion 
of  this  noble  vessel  was  appropriately  celebrated  in  Baltimore  on  the  25th  of 
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November,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Managers  of  the  Maryland  State  Colo- 
nization Society,  who  in  the  spirit  of  the  illustrious  founders  of  their  institu- 
tion, invited  many  friends  of  African  Colonization  from  different  cities  and 
States  to  meet,  view  the  ship,  exchange  congratulations,  and  partake  of  their 
hospitalities.  The  occasion  awoke  recollections  of  many  venerated  but  de- 
ported benefactors  of  the  enterprise  ;  of  the  large  honors  due  to  Maryland  for 
her  early  and  generous  appropriations  to  the  cause  ;  the  favor  of  Providence 
towards  it  was  devoutly  acknowledged,  and  animated  by  memories  of  the  past, 
and  the  vast  prospect  of  good  spreading  out  before  them,  all  stood  ready  to 
renew  and  increase  their  endeavors  with  loftier  courage  and  better  hopes. 

Though  cheered  by  so  large  and  valuable  a  gift,  the  committee  failed  not 
when  first  informed  of  the  munificent  purpose  of  Mr.  Stevens,  to  communicate 
the  fact  to  their  friends  in  Maine,  and  earnestly  suggest,  that  if  in  view  of  this 
noble  act  of  liberality,  they  should  think  best  to  suspend  their  operations  in 
regard  to  the  ship,  they  would  still  pay  over  the  subscriptions  already  made 
to  the  Society  for  its  general  purposes,  yet  to  be  held  as  a  fund  in  trust,  until 
such  time  as  the  Maine  Society  should  be  pleased  to  apply  the  amount  of 
these  subscriptions  to  the  building  of  a  ship  for  the  Society,  or  designate  some 
particular  object,  in  connexion  with  the  cause,  to  which  it  should  be  applied. 
The  Managers  of  the  Maine  Society,  havin?  alluded  to  the  possible  influence 
which  the  generous  subscriptions  of  individuals  in  that  State  may  have  ex- 
erted upon  that  munificent  son  of  Maryland,  who  nobly  furnished  the  whole 
amount  required  for  building  that  ship,  add,  "  But  while  the  original  project 
has  been  thus  suspended,  it  is  hoped  that  at  no  distant  day,  when  the  wants  of 
the  Society  and  the  growing  trade  of  the  young  nation  shall  demand  other  ves- 
sels for  constant  use,  a  similar  call  will  be  as  favorably  met,  and  those  whom  God 
shall  have  prospered  will  gladly  go  beyond  their  former  liberality  of  pur- 
pose." 

The  report  on  emigration  of  the  standing  committee,  on  that  subject,  sub- 
mitted and  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  at  their  last  annual  meeting, 
recommended  special  care  in  the  selection  of  emigrants  and  in  the  provision 
for  their  health  and  comfort  during  the  voyage  and  after  their  arrival;  as  also 
the  adoption  of  measures  for  such  various  improvements  in  Liberia  as  might 
render  it  an  inviting  home  to  our  free  colored  population.  Subsequently,  at 
the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board,  on  the  4th  of  March,  an  able  paper  on 
the  subject,  was  presented  by  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  the  Reverend 
Joseph  Tracy,  and  it  was  declared  "  that  all  practicable  plans  for  comforta- 
ble residences  for  emigrants,  and  the  opening  of  roads  and  improvements,  and 
settlement  of  the  interior,  deserve  immediate  consideration."  The  committee 
proceeded  at  once  to  carry  into  effect  the  views  of  the  Board.  It  was  resolved 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  departure  of  an  expedition  on  the  first  of  June, 
to  contract  for  two  Burnetized  Receptacles,  to  be  ready  for  shipment  on  the 
wharf  of  Boston  at  that  time,  and  to  appoint  the  Rev.  John  Seys,  who  had 
resided,  as  superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Mission,  several  years  in  Liberia, 
a  special  agent  to  take  charge  of  the  expedition,  to  guard  and  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  emigrants,  and  subsequently  to  visit  and  carefully  examine  the 
higher  eastern  borders  of  Liberia  and  the  adjacent  country,. select  a  site  and 
make  preparations  to  receive  the  company  chosen,  and  expected  to  sail  in  the 
autumn,  for  the    interior  settlement.     The   Financial  Secretary  especially  en- 
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trusted  with  the  execution  of  these  important  measures,  wrote  immediately  to 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Colonization  Society, 
requesting  him  to  make  a  contract  for  the  two  Receptacles.  Mr.  Tracy  re- 
ceived this  request  on  the  11th  of  March,  and  aided  by  an  efficient  committee 
of  the  Massachusetts  Society,  at  once  commenced  the  work.  It  had  been  de- 
cided, that  by  sending  out  the  frames  and  other  wooden  materials  for  these 
buildings,  and  they,  in  great  part,  prepared  by  machinery,  the  cost  would  be 
less  than  that  of  building  them  of  materials  to  be  found  in  Liberia,  and  "  by 
Burnetizing  them,  that  is,  steeping  in  a  solution  of  chloride  of  zinc  the  part  most 
liable  to  decay,"  their  durability  might,  in  a  considerable  degree,  be  increased. 
The  dimensions  and  general  idea  of  these  buildings  having  been  communicated 
to  Mr.  Tracy,  "  the  specifications  and  drawings  were  generously  furnished 
without  charge  by  Isaiah  B.  Young,  architect,  and  Messrs.  Flint  and  Kent, 
contracted  to  furnish  the  buildings,  ready  framed,  with  the  joiner's  and 
glazier's  work  all  done,  and  to  place  them  on  the  wharf  ready  for  shipment  for 
$6,600.  The  freight  on  these  Receptacles  cost  $4,000,  and  the  erection  §1,400, 
making  the  entire  expense  of  both  $12,000." 

"  Each  of  these  buildings,"  says  the  last  report  of  the  Massachusetts  Colo- 
nization Society,  "  is  96  feet  long,  36  feet  wide,  and  two  stories  high.  Through 
the  centre  of  each  story,  from  end  to  end,  runs  a  hall  8  feet  wide,  and  another 
from  front  to  rear  6  feet  wide.  In  the  second  story,  at  each  end  of  each  hall,  is 
a  balcony  of  the  same  width,  over  the  door  below.  On  the  lower  floor,  from 
the  transverse  hall  to  one  end,  is  a  dining  room,  40  feet  by  14,  a  stairway 
leading  to  the  second  story,  and  under  the  stairway  a  large  closet,  for  table 
furniture  and  the  like,  connected  with  the  dining  room.  The  remaining  three- 
fourths  of  the  story  is  divided  into  nine  rooms,  each  14  feet  by  15,  and  9  feet 
high.  Each  room  has  two  windows,  and  a  door  opening  into  the  central  hall. 
The  dining  room  and  three  other  corner  rooms  have  each  an  additional  win- 
dow looking  out  at  the  end  of  the  building.  Narrow  windows,  one  at  each 
side  of  each  outer  door,  light  the  halls.  The  second  story  has  twelve  rooms, 
each  14  ftet  by  15 — except  that  space  for  the  stairway  is  taken  out  of  one  of 
the  rooms — and  8  feet  high.  The  windows  and  doors  of  these  rooms  are  as 
in  the  second  story  ;  the  doors  at  the  ends  of  the  halls  opening  into  the  bal- 
conies with  sicfe-lights  to  light  the  halls.  The  roof  projects  about  six  feet  at 
the  sides  and  ends,  which,  in  that  latitude,  is  sufficient  to  prevent  the  direct  en- 
trance of  the  rays  of  the  sun,  at  noon,  at  any  of  the  windows,  except  slightly 
for  a  few  weeks  before  and  after  the  winter  solstice.  With  a  pavement  or 
planking  below,  the  projecting  roofs  form  a  piazza  surrounding  the  whole 
house.  Each  is  to  be  placed  on  a  foundation  of  stone  or  brick  rising  two  feet 
above  the  surface  of  the  ground.  The  cooking  will  be  done,  as  is  usual  in 
warm  climates,  in  detached  kitchens,  of  cheap  construction." 

The  New  York  Colonization  Society  declared,  through  their  Secretary,  the 
Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  their  unanimous  vote  to  appropriate  $5,000  towards  the 
Receptacles,  while  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  expressed,  through  their 
societies,  a  readiness  to  co-operate  in  the  work  ;  the  former  by  an  advance 
during  the  year,  on  certain  conditions,  of  $2,000,  and  the  latter  by  the  pay- 
ment of  $1,500. 

The  Board  of  Directors,  at  their  last  annual  meeting,  expressed  by  resolu- 
tion the  opinion  that  the  most  cogent  reasons  existed  why  the  several  State 
societies  and  all  the  friends  of  the  cause  should  unite  their  best  efforts  greatly 
to  increase  the  income  of  this  Society,  and  in  accordance  with  this  resolution 
the  Executive  Committee,  at  their  meeting,  on  the  7th  of  March,  declared 
themselves  deeply   impressed  with  the  importance  of  obtaining,  during  the 
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present  year,  at  least  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and,  if  possible,  much  more, 
it  being;  evident  to  the  committee  that  more  than  the  above  sum  could  be  ex- 
pended during  the  time  specified  with  immediate  and  vast  advantage  to  Liberia 
and  the  cause  of  African  colonization  ;  and  the  secretaries  were  instructed  to 
make  every  possible  effort  to  secure  the  amount  specified  as  required,  and  to 
obtain  the  vigorous  co-operation  of  the  several  State  societies.  These  views 
of  the  committee  were  published  in  the  African  Repository  for  April,  and  the 
co-operation  of  the  State  societies  earnestly  invited  by  letters.  The  New 
York  Society,  at  its  annual  meeting,  on  the  6th  of  May,  voted  unanimously, 
that  in  pledging  to  the  Parent  Institution  the  sum  of  $5, COO  it  had  been  moved 
by  a  deep  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  measure  recommended  by  the 
Directors  and  adopted  by  the  committee,  and  that  the  friends  of  the  Society 
might  well  congratulate  themselves  on  the  general  harmony  of  opinion  preva- 
lent among  the  several  State  societies,  and  the  increasing  zeal  and  liberality 
expressed  by  those  interested  in  the  enterprise  throughout  the  Union.  Hav- 
ing stated  that  the  appeal  from  Washington  is  for  $100,000,  they  add  in  con- 
cluding their  report,  "  so  far  as  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  York  State 
Colonization  Society,  and  the  society  they  represent,  can  aid  in  securing  the 
adequate  income,  they  have  not  hesitated  to  pledge  that  aid."  Very  friendly 
sentiments  were  expressed  by  other  State  societies,  and  we  are  happy  to  ac- 
knowledge such  a  measure  of  co-operation  as  should  inspire  hopes  for  the 
future  of  still  more  general,  constant,  and  efficient  support  to  the  cause. 

The  appointment  of  the  Rev.  John  Orcutt,  as  Traveling  Secretary  of  this 
Society,  left  no  agency  in  Connecticut  where  his  services  for  several  years  had 
been  very  successful,  and  on  the  11th  of  June  the  R.ev.  Wm.  Warren,  a  gen- 
tleman highly  recommended  by  his  predecessor  and  others,  was  invited  to  ac- 
cept the  agency  for  that  State. 

At  the  same  time  the  Rev.  James  C.  Finley,  son  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Fin- 
ley,  whose  name  is  identified  with  the  organization  of  the  Society,  accepted  a 
commission  of  agency  for  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Indiana.  Both  of  the 
gentlemen  have  accepted  their  appointments,  and  engaged  earnestly  in  their  la- 
bors, and  with  fair  promise  of  success. 

A  field  of  great  usefulness  is  opening  before  this  Society,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  and  the  Rev.  P.  S.  Bryant,  of  the  Methodist  Church,  a 
gentleman  well  qualified  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  cause,  has  accepted 
an  agency  for  that  State. 

The  Rev.  J.  N.  Danforth,  D.  D.,  has  occupied  some  part  of  his  time  during 
the  year  in  labors  for  the  Society  in  Delaware  and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

In  Ohio,  John  C.  Stockton,  Esq.,  in  the  eastern,  and  the  Rev.  B.  O. 
Plimpton,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  State,  have  continued  to  press  the 
claims  and  make  collections  for  the  Society. 

In  Maine  and  Rhode  Island,  with  an  occasional  visit  to  New  Hampshire, 
the  labors  of  a  long  tried  and  faithful  agent  of  the  Society,  Capt.  George  Bar- 
ker, have  been  uninterrupted  and  attended  with  a  good  degree  of  success. 

The  Rev.  J.  S.  Bacon,  D.  D.,  visited,  during  the  last  and  the  early  part  of 
the  present  year,  several  of  the  southwestern  States,  and  availed  himself  of 
many  opportunities,  public  and  private,  to  explain  the  views  and  invite  aid  to 
the  Society.  Through  his  earnest  endeavors  the  subject  was  brought  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Georgia  Legislature,  many  members  of  which  expressed 
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their  deep  interest  in  the  cause  and  their  readiness  to  vote  for  an  appropriation 
for  its  aid.  Something  was  gained  by  the  discussion  which  arose,  and  reason- 
able grounds  to  hope  for  favorable  future  action.  In  Milledgeville  and  Macon 
the  public  addresses  of  Dr.  Bacon  were  well  received,  and  in  New  Orleans  and 
various  places  in  Mississippi  he  met  with  such  a  degree  of  favor  as  to  persuade 
him  that  a  grreat  work  might  be  accomplished  by  patient  and  persevering  labor 
for  the  Society. 

It  may  deserve  consideration  whether  some  system  of  agencies  may  not  be 
set  in  operation  more  useful  than  any  yet  known  in  the  history  and  experience 
of  this  Society.  The  subject  is  already  before  the  Board  of  Directors,  and 
will  doubtless  receive  from  them  the  attention  which  its  importance  demands. 

Maryland  now  sees  the  infant  settlement,  planted  by  her  hand,  nurtured  by 
her  care,  and  honored  by  her  name  on  the  African  coast,  risen  to  the  dignity 
and  clothed  with  the  attributes  of  an  independent  State,  her  heart  grows 
warm,  and  is  stirred  with  new  hopes  and  purposes  for  the  civilization  of  Africa. 

Virginia  cherishes  all  her  original  faith  in  the  cause,  feels  profoundly  both 
its  justice  and  philanthropy,  and  with  veneration  for  the  counsels,  and  anima- 
ted by  the  spirit  of  her  great  statesmen,  her  Washington,  Monroe,  Madison, 
and  Marshall,  will  add  to  the  honors  of  patriotism  those  of  philanthropy,  and 
verify  the  brief  but  memorable  words  of  her  present  Governor,  "  Africa 
gave  to  Virginia  a  savage  and  a  slave  ;  Virginia  gives  back  to  Africa  a  citizen 
and  a  Christian." 

Nor  has  Kentucky  failed  to  emulate  the  example  of  the  ancient  Dominion 
from  which  she  sprung,  but  touched  by  the  spirit  of  her  immortal  son,  the 
echo  of  whose  voice  will  die  only  when  Liberty  herself  expires,  in  February 
last,  by  the  vote  of  a  large  majority  of  her  representatives,  appropriated  $5,000 
annually,  without  limitation  of  time,  to  aid  the  colonization  of  such  free  per- 
sons of  color  within  her  limits  as  might  desire  to  find  a  home  in  Liberia. 

The  great  State  of  New  York,  which  has  done  so  much  through  the  liber- 
ality of  her  citizens,  will  yet,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  act  generously  on  the 
subject,  through  her  legislature,  thus  demonstrating  both  her  commercial  saga- 
city and  far  extending  humanity. 

Hopes  are  entertained  of  an  early  appropriation  from  North  Carolina,  the 
general  sentiment  of  the  leading  minds  of  that  State  having  long  been  favora- 
ble to  the  Society  ;  nor  is  the  progress  of  the  opinion  that  its  principles  are 
sound  and  its  plans  practicable  and  benevolent,  in  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissippi, Georgia,  and  Louisiana,  and  indeed  in  all  the  State«,  to  be  doubted. 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Pennsylvania,  Missouri,  Indiana,  New  Jer- 
sey, and  Connecticut,  have  made  appropriations,  and  it  may  be  reasonably 
expected  that  the  same  will  soon  be  done  by  all  the  States. 

The  increasing  value  of  the  African  trade  deserves  public  attention  and  the 
consideration  of  the  national  government.  Great  Britain  is  very  sensible  of 
this  value,  and  while  in  1854  the  trade  of  the  United  States  to  Africa  generally 
was  $3,140,522,  that  of  Great  Britain  rose  to  §23,000,000,  or  about  eight  times 
that  amount.  It  is  estimated  that  more  than  one  hundred  ships,  many  of  them 
of  1,000  tons  burden,  regularly  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Coast  of 
Africa,  while  one  or  more  steamers  leave  London  monthly  for  Liberia  and 
other  commercial  communities  north  and  south  of  that  republic.  France, 
Spain,  Denmark,   Portugal,  and  Germany,  participate  in  this  trade,  but  the 
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interests  of  England  surpass  those  of  all  the  other  European  states,  and  while 
tlie  average  annual  exports  from  Western  Africa  to  those  states  is  $15,000,000, 
at  a  commercial  exchange  in  favor  of  the  European  merchants  of  about  500  per 
cent.,  motives  cannot  be  wanting  for  its  vigorous  prosecution. 

A  document  carefully  prepared  at  the  Department  of  State  mentions  the  in- 
crease of  the  palm  oil  trade  in  Liberia  during  the  three  years  preceding  1855 
to  have  been  from  1,000  gallons*  in  a  year  to  700,000,  and  that  in  1855  more 
than  thirty  vessels  were  freighted  with  this  article  at  her  ports.  The  slave 
trade  has  been  the  mighty  foe  to  all  lawful  African  commerce  ;  but  since  so 
powerfully  checked  by  the  combined  influence  of  civilized  settlements  and  the 
squadrons  of  England  and  the  United  States,  it  is  stated  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Leighton  Wilson  (who  resided  eighteen  years  on  that  coast)  that  "twenty-five 
or  thirty  years  ago  there  were  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  vessels  engaged  in 
lawful  commerce  ;  at  present,  however,  there  are  more  than  200,  the  aggregate 
tonnage  of  which  greatly  exceeds  that  of  the  slave  trade  in  the  days  of  its  most 
uninterrupted  prosperity."  He  further  says  :  "There  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  palm  oil  will  in  a  few  years  become  one  of  the  largest  branches  of  com- 
merce in  the  world." 

By  reference  to  the  financial  statement,  several  very  interesting  facts  will 
appear,  among  which  stands  prominent  that  the  whole  amount  of  our  receipts 
have  been  $81,384  41.  The  expenditures  have  been  $79,394  79,  leaving  a 
balance  in  the  treasury  of  $1,993  62,  and  an  indebtedness  of  $24,136  74. 

We  have  been  fortunate  in  obtaining  several  legacies  during  the  year,  the 
payment  of  which  had  for  some  time  been  delayed.  The  whole  amount  from 
legacies  is  §14,675  84.  Of  this,  however,  $5,000  is  the  balance  of  the  Graham 
legacy  for  the  support  of  schools  in  Liberia,  which  is  invested,  according  to 
the  will,  for  that  purpose,  and  therefore  was  not  a  part  of  our  available  work- 
ing funds.  One  of  the  most  encouraging  features  in  the  operations  of  the  year 
is  the  large  amount,  $32,676  09,  received  in  payment  for  the  expenses  of  emi- 
grants. Another  is  that  the  auxiliary  State  societies  have  paid  us  in  cash 
$9,799  75.  We  also  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  individual  donors  for 
liberal  contributions,  among  and  at  the  head  of  whom  stands  our  esteemed 
friend  Richard  Hoff,  Esq.,  of  Elbert  County,  Georgia,  who  sent  out  fifty-four 
of  his  slaves,  gave  them  a  liberal  outfit,  and  paid  us  $2,000,  with  the  promise 
of  sl>780  more,  making  $3,780.  Next  to  him  stands  our  generous  friend, 
John  Knickerbacker,  of  Waterford,  New  York,  who  sent  his  check  for 
$2,500,  remarking,  "  I  take  an  interest  in  the  cause,  and  desire  to  show  it." 
AText  to  him  is  David  Floyd,  of  Rocky  Plains,  Georgia,  who  sent  nineteen  of 
his  slaves,  and  gave  $1,225  for  their  expenses,  after  having  spent  a  large 
amount  on  them.  Next  to  him  is  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Holderness,  of  Columbus, 
Mississippi,  who  sent  fourteen  slaves  to  Liberia,  liberally  provided  for,  and 
paid  us  S.968. 

We  record  these  instances  of  liberality  with  gratitude.  * 


*  Note. —The  Maryland  Colonization  Journal  thinks  this  an  error,  and  that  208,000  gallons 
were  imported  from  Liberia  in    1852— also  that  in  1856  the   amount   exceeded  1,200,000 

gallons. 
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Amons;  the  receipts  stands  one  item,  the  first  fruit  of  the  magnificent  dona- 
tion of  Mr.  Stevens.  This  is  $842  07  for  freight,  &c,  in  our  ship,  the  Mary- 
Caroline  Stevens.  We  hope  it  will  be  our  privilege  at  the  close  of  another 
year  to  report  this  amount  greatly  increased. 

It  was  stated  in  the  last  report  that  President   Roberts  having  fulfilled  ably 
and  successfully  the  office  of  President  for  eight   years,    had    declined  a  re- 
election, and  Stephen  A.  Benson,  by  a  large  majority,  had  been  chosen   his 
successor.     The  inauguration  of  President.  Benson   took  place  on   the  7th  of 
January,  1856.     In  a  valedictory  address  on   the  occasion,   the  retiring  Presi- 
dent having  alluded  to  the  portentous  clouds  which    at  times   had   obscured 
the  horizon  of  the  Republic,  and  the  serious  and  trying  conflicts  through  which 
she  had  passed,  added  :  "But,  fellow-citizens,  we  have  passed   triumphantly 
through  them  all,  and  to-day  we  behold  Liberia   no  longer  a  doubtful  experi- 
ment, but  in  verity  and  truth  a  fixed  reality,  with  a  government  founded  on 
the  sound  principles  of  equal  justice,  which  maintains  inflexibly   the  maxims 
of  public  faith,  the  security  of  persons  and   property,  and  which   encourages 
that  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  which  guarantees  to  public  liberty  its  per- 
manency.    A  government  pursuing  the  public  good  as  its  sole  object,  and  re- 
gulating its  means  of  doing  so  by  the  great  principles  consecrated   to   repub-' 
licanism,  and  those  moral  principles  upon  which  the  constitution  of  our  coun- 
try is  based.     A  government,  in  a  word,  whose  conduct  within  and  without 
may  bespeak  the  most  noble  of  all  ambitions,  that  of  promoting  not  only  the 
best   interests   of  its    own  citizens,   but  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  all 
mankind."     Of  the  aboriginal   tribes  he  says  :  "  In  regard  to  this  people  we 
have  the  highest  human  trust  committed  to  our  hands.     Let  us  not  be  unfaith- 
ful.    Providence  has  hitherto  greatly  favored  our  efforts  in   the  cause  of  free- 
dom, has  showered  many  blessings  upon   our  country,  and    I   doubt  not  has 
chosen  us  not  only  as  the  pioneers  of  better  days  to  our  unfortunate  nice  in 
the  scale  of  nationality,  but  also  as  his  instruments  in  effecting  the  great  work 
of  Africa's  redemption.     May  He  who  holds  in   his  own  hands  the  destinies 
of  nations  make  us  worthy  of  the  favors  He  has  bestowed,  and  enable  us  with 
pure  hearts  and  pure  hands  to  push  forward  the  great  work  he  has  committed 
to  our  care.     Should  we  neglect  Heaven's  high   calling— should  we  fail  to  act 
our  part  in  carrying  out  the  design  of  Providence  in  reference  to  the  civilization 
of  Africa— who  can  vouch  for  the  continuance  of  the  national  blessings  which 
we  have  hitherto  enjoyed."     In  the  inaugural  address  of  President  Benson  he 
declares  one  of  the  great  ends  of  his  administration  to  be  "  the  moral,  intellec- 
tual, social,  and  political  improvement  of  the  aborigines;"  and  having  alluded 
to  incontrovertible  proofs  of  their  possessing  the  elements  of  a  great  nation,  he 
adds:  "If  these  elements  are  so  admirably   manifest   in    the  aborigines  while 
yet  in  their  heathenism,  what  earthly  mind   can   adequately  picture  the   areat 
national  glory  that  awaits  this    Christian   republic,  when   the  aborigines  shall 
have  fully  partaken  of  our  civilization  and  Christianity;  when  they  shall  be 
raised  to  a  perfect  level  and  flow   in  one  common   channel  with  us,  socially, 
politically,  and   religiously."     Thes-e   generous  and    philanthropic  sentiments 
express  not  merely  the  views  of  their  distinguished  authors,  but  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution  of  Liberia,  which,  in  the  13th  section,  imposes  a  high  duty 
towards  the  native  tribes  upon  the  President  of  the  Republic,  in  these  words  ; 
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*'  The  improvement  of  the  native  tribes,  and  their  advancement  in  the  arts  of 
agriculture  and  husbandry,  being  a  cherished  object  rernment,  it 

shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  appoint  in  each  county  some  discreet  per- 
son, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  regular  and  periodica!  tours  through  the 
■country  for  the  purpose  of  calling  ention  of  the   natives  to  these  whole- 

some branches  of  industry,  ami  of  instructing  them  in  the  same;  and  the  legis- 
lature shall,  f>s  soon  as,  it  can  be  conveniently  done,  make  provision  for  these 
purposes  by  the  appro;  y."     Most  i  ho  occupied  high 

offices  under  the  former  administration  belong  to  the  present  cabinet,  and  it  de- 
serves notice,  as  stated  in  the  report  i  ssachusetts  Society,  that  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  Liberia  and  his  counsellors  are  persons,  with  hardly  art 
■exception,  educated  and  trained  for  their  duties  in  Liberia — President  Benson 
having  accompanied  hi;,  parents  to  Liberia  in  1833,  when  six  years  of  age; 
Vice  President  Yates  in  1829,  aged  eighteen;  Mr.  Warner  in  1822,  aged  nine; 
Mr.  Chavers  in  1826,Jiged  eight;  Mr.  Payne  in  1829,  aged  fifteen. 

The  war  at  Sinou,  \vhieh  broke  out  in  November,  1855,  between  the  people 
of  that  count}'  and  several  of  the  native  tribes  (particular  accounts  of  the 
origin,  progress,  and  calamities  of  which  have  been  published)  was  brought 
to  a  close  in  the  month  of  June  last,  the  chiefs  and  head  men  having  met 
President  Benson  at  the  court-house  in  Greenville  on  the  21st  and  23d  of  that 
month,  when,  as  is  stated  by  him  in  his  letter  of  June  28th  to  the  Society,  "  a 
heavy  fine  was  imposed  on  each  tribe  for  their  murderous  and  incendiary  ag- 
gressions on  the  settlements  in  Sinou  county,  and  further  requisitions  made  on 
them  which  will  in  due  time  be  made  Known."  "  It  is  true,"  adds  President 
Benson,  "that  the  sufferings  in  the  settlements  of  Sinou  county  have  been 
great,  but  the  natives  whom  we  have  been  compelled  to  chastise  have  suffered 
still  more;  so  much  so,  as  that  they  will  never  again  compel  us  to  in- 
flict another  chastisement  upon  them.  And  I  assure  you  it  is  something  we 
would  always  gladly  avoid.  The  inhabitants  of  Sinou  are  now  very  cheerful; 
they  indulge  in  the  belief  that  a  season  of  unparalleled  prosperity  in  the  history 
of  their  county  is  beginning  to  dawn.  It  is  beyond  doubt  that  the  diffi- 
culties they  have  had  will  prove  a  great  blessing  to  that  county."  Among 
the  most  important  provisions  secured  by  the  treaty  with  these  tribes  are  an 
open  and  free  trade  with  the  people  of  the  interior,  a  pledgs  that  they  will 
not  make  war  upon  any  tribe  without  consulting  the  Liberian  government,  and 
the  cession  of  the  whole  country  1  to  the  Bloo  Barras.     Of  this  ter- 

ritory formal  possession  was  taken   by  President  Benson  on  the  23d  of  June, 
185G. 

The  entire  management  of  this  campaign  reflects  high  credit  upon  its  com- 
manding officer,  General  Lewis,  and  also  upon  the  subordinate  officers  and 
men,  who  were  encouraged  by  the  presence  and  good  counsels  of  President 
Benson. 

Among  the  evils  of  this  war  must  be  set  down  the  withdrawal,  for  more 
than  a  month,  of  four  or  five  hundied  men  from  their  ordinary  pursuits;  the 
expenditures  of  the  government  for  their  support  when  provisions  were  more 
than  a  hundred  per  cent,  higher  than  usual;  the  destruction  by  violence  and  fire 
of  the  property  and  dwellings  of  eighty-eight  fn  four  of  the  invaded 

and  well  nigh  wasted  setdem  by  the  Rev.  B.  R.  Wilson,  and  the 

•necessity  of  giving  succor  by  the  government  and  individuals  to  on 
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helpless  persons  to  save  them  from  starvation  ;  the  destruction,  after  offers  of 
peace  were  made  and  rejected,  of  a  number  of  native  villages  and  some 
lives  ;  while  the  demonstration,  marked  alike  by  courage  and  humanity,  of 
the  ability  of  the  Liberians  to  vindicate  their  rights,  to  conduct  promptly, 
vigorously,  and  successfully  a  military  expedition,  to  subdue  barbarous  foes 
and  bind  them  to  peace,  not  only  with  the  Republic  but  with  each  other  and  all 
their  neighbors,  unless  a  departure  from  it  should  be  authorized  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  government  of  Liberia;  the  opening  of  manyjsafe  avenues  of  trade 
with  the  interior;  the  awakening  of  industry  and  a  sense  of  the  necessity  of  agri- 
cultural labor  and  improvement;  the  acquisition  of  valuable  territory;  and  the 
ways  and  means  of  extending  the  influence  and  benefits  of  civilization  and  the 
Christian  faith,  may  yet  show  the  affliction  inconsiderable  when  compared  with 
the  good  attained.  For  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  atSinou  the  New  York  Coloni- 
zation Society  has  appropriated  $500,  and  has  earnestly  appealed  to  public 
sympathy  for  contributions  for  their  benefit.  o 

On  the  13th  of  April,  185'5,  Governor  Wright,  of  IndiJ/ia,  informed  the  gov- 
ernment of  Liberia  that  he  was  empowered  to  negotiate  with  the  Republic  for 
land  in  Africa  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  colored  emigrants  from  that  State;  that 
it  was  the  wish  of  that  State  to  make  ample  provision  for  such  emigrants,  and  even 
to  offer  inducements  to  emigration  in  the  way  of  land  in  Liberia,  which  may  be 
either  held  or  sold;  that  the  State  desired  each  emigrant  to  receive,  as  a  gift 
from  it,  the  same  quantity  of  land  as  is  allowed  by  the  Republic;  that  about  fifty 
emigrants  had  already  gone  from  Indiana,  and  as  many  more  were  preparing  for 
a  home  there;  that  Grand  Cape  Mount  had  been  mentioned  as  an  eligible  place 
for  a  settlement;  and  that,  should  the  government  of  Liberia  consent  to  dispose 
of  the  land  desired  at  a  price  not  exceeding  one  dollar  an  acre,  the  President  was 
authorized  to  draw  on  the  agent  of  the  State  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  State  Board  of  Colonization  for  Indiana.  President 
Benson  replied,  March  29,  1856,  that  the  sudden  adjournment  of  the  legislature 
of  Liberia  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  had  prevented  action  on  the  subject, 
which  had  been  brought  to  their  consideration,  but  that  all  the  members  had  ex- 
pressed themselves  in  favor  of  the  proposals  of  his  Excellency,  and  that  he  would 
doubtless  be  enabled  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature  to  communicate  the 
result. 

Our  last  report  mentioned  the  expeditions  sent  out  the  year  previous,  and 
amoiif;  them  that  by  the  barque  Lamartine,  which  sailed  on  the  24th  of'Decem- 
ber,  1855,  and  of  which  no  intelligence  had  at  the  time  of  the  last  general  meeting 
been  received.  This  ship  had  a  short  passage  of  thirty  days,  and  conveyed  to 
Liberia  the  Rev.  Mr.  Home  and  family,  of  the  Methodist  Mission;  Dr.  Snow- 
den  (destined  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  physician  at  Sinou)  and  family;  several  Libe- 
rians who  had  visited  the  United  States,  happy  to  return  to  their  African  home; 
and  forty-eight  others,  who,  one  infant  excepted,  arrived  in  good  health.  This 
company  was  select.  On  arrival  they  were  remarkably  well  pleased  with  the 
country.  Some  were  from  New  Jersey;  and,  says  the  New  York  report,  "  in 
relation  to  this  whole  company,  a  new  experiment  has  been  made  testing  their 
capacity  to  provide  for  themselves  by  permitting  a  certain  sum  to  each  person, 
and  then  throwing  on  themselves  the  responsibility  of  self-support."  Gratify- 
ing intelligence  has  been  received  both  from  this  company  and  those  sent  out 
previously  in  1855  in  the  two  voyages  of  the  barque  Cora,  chartered  by  the 
Parent  Society. 
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Settlement  at  Cape  Mount. 


The  commencement  of  a  promising  settlement  at  Grand  Cape  Mount,  on 
the  7th  of  April,  1855,  under  direction  of  President  Roberts,  was  mentioned 
in  the  last  report.  The  establishment  and  recent  growth  of  this  settlement  is 
full  of  interest.  Cape  Mount  is  forty  miles  north  of  Monrovia,  and  the  most 
imposing  and  attractive  object  that  meets  the  eye  of  the  voyager  as  he  comes 
near  to  the  coast  of  Liberia.  President  Roberts  visited  this  place  early  in  Oc- 
tober, 1855,  and  with  some  fifteen  men  taken  from  the  garrison  put  up  by  the 
first  settlers  for  temporary  residence  near  the  sea,  explored  the  country  and 
found  what  he  sought,  an  eligible  site  for  the  settlement — "good  land, 
abundance  of  excellent  water,  and  at  sufficient  elevation  to  secure,  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  general  good  health." 

"  We  found  Cape  Mount,  as  to  its  form,"  says  the  Rev.  Francis  Burns,  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Methodist  mission,  "not  as  we  had  supposed  ;  and  as  its  ap- 
pearance from  the  sea  would   indicate,  but  rather  a  common  base  varying  in 
altitude    from  one  hundred    to  two  hundred    feet,  superimposed  by   two   or 
three  high  ridges,  running  parallel  with  the  line  of  sea  coast,  with  deep  depres- 
sions between  them.     The  condition  of  the  mountain  indicated  an  abundance 
of  good  living  water  from  springs;   to  the  very  top  of  the  ridge  we  passed  over 
the  soil  was  good  with  sufficient  quantities  of  both  timber  and  stone  for  any  pur- 
poses, whether  public  or  private.     On  one  side  of  this  pile  of  hills  or  ridges, 
overlaying  a  high  common  base,  is  the  sea.     On  the  opposite  side  interior- 
wise,  is  a  beautiful   panoramic  view  of  rivers,  and  a  somewhat  large  lake, 
dotted  in  different  directions  with  islands  of  varying  forms  and  dimensions." 
Prom  this  point,  access  is  gained  to  thousands  of  the  most  intelligent  and  in- 
quisitive natives  of  the  coast,  who  seem  anxious  to  be  instructed,  and  dis- 
posed to  hear  the  gospel  of  Christ.     Cape  Mount  has  been  for  centuries  a  no- 
torious slave  mart,  and  its  usual  accompaniments,  ferocious  and  bloody  wars 
with  all  the  crimes  and  outrages  that  attend  them.     Here  was  the  residence  of 
Theodore  Canot,   the  history  of  whose   crimes  and   piracies  during   twenty 
years,  as  dictated  by  himself,  has  been  given  to  the  world.     Who  then  will  be 
surprised  that  the  faithful  missionary  from  whom  we  have  quoted,  pronounced 
it  a  touching  scene,  when  on  the  Sabbath  within  the  enclosure  of  the  garrison, 
having  preached,  he  administered  the  communion,   "kneeling  down  on  the 
floor  of  earth  with  the  chief  officer  of  the  Republic,  three  ministers,  and  a  few 
sheep   of   Christ's  Hock,   mingling  their  tears,  their  sympathies,    and   their 
prayers  on  a  spot  of  ground  long  known  as  a  great  rallying  point  of  sin  and 
shame,  but  for  the  first  time  since  Adam  lived,  the  scene  of  the  holy  christian 
eucharist."     On  the  4th  of  May,  1856,  President  Benson  visited  Cape  Mount 
on  a  mission  of  peace,  and  had  the  happiness  to  settle  disputes  and  reconcile  dif- 
ferences winch  had  for  several  years  caused  wars  to  rage  so  fiercely  between  power- 
ful tribes  as  greatly  to  diminish  the  productions  and  population  of  the  country. 
Friendly  intercourse  was  opened  between  the  belligerents,  and  trade  suspended 
for  nearly  half  a  century  began  to  revive.     The  benefit  of  this  personal  and 
friendly  interposition  of  the  President  of  Liberia  to  establish  peace   between 
these  barbarians  will  be  more  justly  appreciated  when  we  know  that  it  is  esti- 
mated by  the  Liberia  Herald,  that  from  the  year  1848,  to  January,  1856,  there 
have  been  not  less  than   1(J(J,(J'JU   natives  killed  and  sold  out  of  the  Vey  coun- 
try.   Over  that  bloody  soil  of  fraud,  piracy,  cruelty  and  shame,  now  floats  the 
flag  of  freedom,  and  amid   that  darkness  is  seen  the  sign  of  Him   who  is  the 
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tight  of  the  world.  la  view  of  the  importance  of  this  settlement,  and  with  the 
view  of  strengthening  it  with  additional  numbers,  in  compliance  with  the 
earnest  request  of  the  President  of  Liberia,  it  was  decided  to  send  one  of  the  Re- 
ceptacles to  this  place,  and  nearly  one  hundred  of  the  emigrants,  who  embarked 
in  the  Elvira  Owen,  which  sailed  from  Savannah  on  the  20th  of  May.  This 
ship  of  872  tons,  was  chartered  and  fitted  out  with  ample  stores  in  Boston,  by 
the  Financial  Secretary ;  here  she  took  on  board  the  frames  of  the  two  Receptacles, 
and  a  valuable  medical  library  and  surgical  instruments  and  apparatus  of  the 
ItleDr.  Rufus  Kittridge,  of  Portsmouth,  which  were  bequeathed  by  him  to  the 
government  of  Liberia,  and  valued  at  §5,000.  A  supply  of  seeds  for  the  contem- 
plated garden  of  the  Receptacle,  Bibles  and  Testaments  from  the  Bible  Society, 
with  primers  from  the  Tract  Society,  were  placed  on  board  for  the  use  of  the 
emigrants  and  general  distribution  among  them.  The  charter  of  this  ship  cost 
$4,400,  and  her  invoice  amounted  to  al'  '.     In  Hampton  Roads,  ] 73 

emigrants   were  secured  on   board,  and    142  at  Savannah,  making  in  all  321. 
a  passage  of  fifty  days,  the   Elvira  Owen  arrived  at   Monrovia,  having 
lost  twenty-one  of  her  emigrants  by   measles,   diarrhsea,  and   other   diseases. 
No  cause  has  been  ascertained  for  this  unusual  mortality.     Could  the  best  ac- 
commodations and"  provisions,  the  most  earnest  and  unremitting  attentions,  com- 
bined with  much  medical  knowledge  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Seys,have  availed,  it  had 
not  occurred.     Through  the  rare  industry,  practical  good  sense  and  energy  of 
Mr.  Seys,  the  two  Receptacles  by  the  last  advices  were  erected,  and  occupied  by 
those  of  the   emigrants  who  desire  a  temporary   home  in  them,  while  others, 
I  to  Clay-Ashland,  (or  the  Kentucky  settlement,)  had  visited  the  place, 
selected  their  sites  f  r  a  residence,  and  removed  their  effects  into  houses  rented 
for  occupation  during  the  first  six  months,  intending,  says  Mr.  Seys,    "  while 
nd  able  to  work,  by  putting  in  a  crop  to  help  themselves  to  live  when 
•  hands  of  the  Society.     I  have  urged  this  most  strenuously   upon  all 
who  are  agriculturists,  and  they  are  taking  advice.     Ware,  Baldwin,  Fulker- 
son,  Holderness,  and  their  families,  have  already  gone,  and  Law,  Morton  and 
others  are  preparing  to  follow.5' 

From  Cape  Mount  he  wrote  on  the  3d  September  :  "  I  am  delighted  with 
this  place  ;  there  is  nothing  wanted  but  men,  means  and  enterprize,  to  make  it 
one  of  the  flourishing  commercial  ports  of  Western  Africa  ;  while  the  fertile  soil, 
the  pure  and  cool  and  abundant  supply  of  excellent  water,  all  conspire  to  make  it 
a  most  desirable  home  for  emigrants  from  the  United  States.  It  ought  to  be  sus- 
tained by  the  utmost  energy  and  zeal."  On  the  0th  of  November,  Mr.  Seys  wrote 
that  "  the  removal  of  such  emigrants  at  Cape  Mount  as  had  been  attacked  by 
fever  on  the  lower  ground  of  the  garrison,  to  their  mountain  house  was  almost 
incredible  :  Women  who  had  to  be  carried  in  hammocks,  were  soon  revived 
by  the  pure  air  around, invigorated  by  the  delightful  sea  breeze,  and  so  cheered 
up  the  inimitable  prospect  and  scenery,  that  before  the  close  of  the  day  they 
were  walking  about  the  house  "  But  two  deaths  had  occurred  among  the  emi- 
grants landed  at  Cane  .Mount — one  adult  and  one  child,  making  four  in  all — 
3  children  and  1  adult  out  of  the  300  who  arrived  at  Monrovia.  On  the  9ih  of 
November,  Mr.  Seys  h  ill   preparations  at  Monrovia  for  an  immediate 

deparalure  to  explore  the  high  lands  interior  from  Monrovia,  and  on  his  return 
in  about  fourteen  days,  to  visit  the  elevated  district  of  country  purchased  by 
the  New  Jersey  Colonization  Society,  east  of  Gram!  Eassa,  and  having  fixed 
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the  site,  to  prepare  for  the  arrival,  by  the  Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  of  those 
destined  to  found  the  interior  settlement. 

Of  the  impression  made  upon  the  mind  of  Mr.  Seys,  on  revisiting  Liberia, 
after  an  absence  of  fifteen  years,  we  are  informed  by  the  following  passage  in 
a  letter  of  the  26th  of  August,  to  the  Recording  Secretary  : 

"  I  am  delighted  with  the  improvements  in  this  town,  up  the  river,  and 
every  where  I  turn.  Brothers  Home  and  Burns,  and  myself,  went  up  to  Mills- 
burgh  last  Wednesday  and  returned  the  next  day.  We  found  Mrs.  Wilkins 
and  Miss  Kilpatrick  well,  the  premises  in  fine  order,  save  the  house,  which 
leaks  badly,  a  beautiful  flower-garden,  and  the  school  in  flourishing  condition. 
This  school  of  girls,  you  know,  is  a  nursery  of  the  church.  Eternity  alone 
will  tell  how  many  have  here  been  brought  into  the  fold  of  the  Redeemer, 
lived  to  glorify  His  name  on  earth,  and  are  now  in  the  church  triumphant. 
We  stopped  at  a  number  of  places:  Caldwell,  Clay-Ashland,  and  others,  and 
everywhere  1  discovered  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  a  degree  of  improvement 
truly  encouraging.  At  the  Bellevue  farm  of  Mr.  Jordan,  a  steam  sugar'mill  is 
in  operation,  and  he  is  making  sugar  and  syrup.  Several  friends  here,  know- 
ing my  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  whole  process,  requested  me  to  give  a 
few  hints  on  the  subject.  So  b'y  writing  at  night  and  very  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, 1  have  succeeded  in  preparing  for  the  press  a  little  treatise  on  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  sugar-cane  and  the  manufacture  of  sugar.  I  trust  the  humble  of- 
fering' to  the  interests  of  Liberia  will  be  of  some  future  advantage.  There  is 
no  finer  country  in  the  world  for  sugar-cane  than  Liberia.  This  1  said  twenty 
years  ago,  in  public  places  everywhere,  and  every  day  demonstrates  the  truth  of 
jny  saying.  Messrs.  Jordan,  Richardson,  Biackledge,  and  others,  have  acres 
upon  acres  of  cane,  and  such  cane  as  no  one  of  fifteen  West  India  islands  I 
have  been  in,  can  excel." 

On  the  24th  of  October,  the  Executive  Committee  referred  the  subject  of  es- 
tablishing a  common  English  and  Agricultural  school  in  each  of  the  Recepta- 
cles in  Liberia,  to  a  select  committee,  who  on  the  7th  of  November,  reported  a 
plan  which  was  adopted.  The  committee  stated  in  their  report,  that  each  Re- 
ceptacle would  accommodate  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  emigrants,  about 
one- third  of  whom  would  be  of  a  proper  age  to  attend  school;  that  some 
aduhs  might  attend  with  benefit;  that  the  Society's  ship  would  make  two 
voyages  in  a  year,  bringing  emigrants  to  each  Receptacle  at  the  end  of  six 
months,  so  that  they  would  be  constantly  occupied  ;  that  as  she  would  carry 
196  adults,  equal  to  about  240  of  all  ages,  we  might  expect  a  school  of  forty 
scholars  to  be  kept  up  at  least  ten  months  in  the  year,  in  which  the  rudiments 
of  a  common  school  education  might  be  acquired  ;  that  as  land  suitable  for 
cultivation  wouid  surround  or  adjoin  each  Receptacle,  adults  as  well  as  chil- 
dren might  find  benefit  to  mind  as  well  as  body,  by  agricultural  occupation, 
and  do  something  perhaps  much  towards  their  own  support.  On  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee,  it  was  resolved  to  establish  such  a  school  in  connection 
with  each  Receptacle  ;  to  apply  the  income  of  the  legacy  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars from  Augustus  Graham,  now  amounting  to  660  dollars  annually,  to  the 
support  of  those  schools  ;  that  board  and  lodging  be  allowed  to  the  teachers  as 
part  of  their  compensation  ;  that  the  children  of  parents  who  are  unable  to 
educate  them,  be  allowed  a  reasonable  privilege  beyond  the  term  of  six 
months  ;  that  should  the  schools  not  be  full,  the  agents  of  the  Society  be  au- 
thorized to  place  in  them  a  certain  number  of  pupils  who  may  pay  for  their  in- 
struction, and  thus  the  teachers  be  occupied  and  education  be  extended.  That 
the  teachers  be  men  of  piety,  maintain  Sabbath  schools,  and  give  instruction 
in  the  Bible  and  religious  books  ;  that  each  Receptacle  have  a  suitable  library  ; 
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that  a  board  of  trustees,  consisting  of  the  President  of  the  Republic,  the 
agents  and  physicians  at  Cape  Mount  and  Monrovia,  be  chosen  with  au- 
thority to  appoint  and  remove  the  teachers,  subject  to  the  approval  of  this 
committee,  and  adopt  regulations  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned,  and  that  the 
teachers  be  required  to  report  fully  and  minutely  to  the  trustees  at  the  end  of 
each  term  of  five  months.  The  American  Bible,  Tract,  and  Sunday  School 
Union  Societies,  as  ihey  have  generously  done  on  former  occasions,  kindly 
contributed  a  liberal  supply  of  their  books  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  these 
schools. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  sailed  from  Norfolk,  on  her  first  voyage,  the  So- 
ciety's ship  Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  with  217  emigrants.  Dr.  James  Hall,  of 
Baltimore,  one  of  the  Directors  of  this  Society — a  gentleman  the  value  of  whose 
services  during  many  years  to  the  cause  generally, and  whose  superintendence  of 
the  entire  construction  of  the  ship  especially,  are  highly  appreciated  by  this  So- 
ciety— took  passage  in  this  ship  and  consented  to  attend  to  important  matters 
of  business,  and  make  all  requisite  arrangements  for  conducting  the  business 
of  the  ship  while  at  Liberia. 

The  following  table  will  give  all  necessary  information  touching  the  character 
of  the  emigrants: 
Table  of  Emigrants — Showing  the  number   of  Emigrants  sent   to   Liberia  by 

the  American  Colonization  Society  and   its  auxiliaries,  from  each  Stale,  from 

1820  to  1856,  inclusive. 
Number  of  vessels  sent  to  December,  1855,        -  112 

Number  of  emigrants  sent  to  December,  1855,    -----       8,964 

Number  born  free, 3,623 

Number  that  purchased  their  freedom, -  306 

Number  emancipated  in  view  of  emigrating  to  Liberia,       ...       5,035 

Number  sent  in  1856,  as  follows: 
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Liberia  College. 

Among  the  greatest  events  of  the  year,  in  relation  to  the  interests  and  pros- 
pects of  this  Society  and  Liberia,  was  the  departure  from  Boston  for  Monro- 
via, December  28th,  of  the  ship  Dirigo,  chartered  by  the  Trustees  of  Dona- 
tions for  Education  in  Liberia  to  convey  to  the  late  distinguished  President  of 
the  Republic  of  Liberia,  and  now  President  of  Liberia  College,  the  materials 
for  the  erection  of  a  substantial  and  convenient  college  building  on  a  tract  of 
land  granted  for  that  purpose  by  the  Legislature  of  that  Republic.  This  sub- 
ject cannot  be  presented  to  the  general  meeting  more  briefly,  clearly,  and  com- 
prehensively than  in  the  language  of  the  able  Secretary  of  the  Trustees  for 
Donations,  in  Liberia,  in  their  recent  published  statements. 

Liberia  College. — This  College  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  approved  December  24,  1851.  Its  charter 
is  nearly  the  same  as  the  best  college  charters  in  the  United  States.  It  vests 
the  control  of  the  Institution  in  a  Board  of  Trustees,  of  not  less  than  nine  nor 
more  than  thirteen  members.  The  Board  fills  its  own  vacancies,  except  that 
four  members  are  to  be  nominated  by  the  President  of  the  Republic.  It  is  en- 
dowed, by  the  Legislature,  with  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  selected  as  the 
best  location  for  the  College.  The  Trustees  have  the  power  of  appointing  and 
removing  all  officers  of  instruction  and  government  in  the  College,  except  that 
for  the  present,  and  until  they  see  fit  to  take  the  exercise  of  that  power  into 
their  own  hands,  those  officers  may  be  appointed  by  the  Trustees  of  Donations 
for  Education  in  Liberia. 

These  last  named  trustees  were  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  approved  March  19,  1850,  with  power  to  hold  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  income  where- 
of shall  be  applied  to  the  promotion  of  coliegiate  education  in  Liberia.  The 
amount  received  from  donations  and  income  of  investments  is  about  twenty- 
four  thousand  dollars. 

The  Trustees  of  Donations  have,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  college  and  of  the  friends  of  Liberia  generally,  appointed  the  Hon.  Joseph 
J.  Roberts,  late  President  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
college,  and  he  has  accepted  the  office.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
other  necessary  members  of  the  faculty  will  be  engaged  as  soon  as  preparations 
can  be  made  to  employ  them  ;  and  some  important  arrangements  are  in  pro- 
gress for  insuring  their  support.  Some  provision  has  also  been  made  for  the 
support  of  indigent  students  while  pursuing  their  studies. 

The  next  step,  for  the  taking  of  which  everything  else  must  wait,  is  the 
erection  of  a  college  building  on  the  college  lands.  For  this  a  plan  has  been 
devised,  furnishing  a  dining  room,  library,  rooms  for  recitation  and  study  in 
classes,  apartments  for  two  members  of  the  faculty  with  their  families,  and 
dormitories  and  study-rooms  for  twenty-two  students,  but  capable,  if  necessary, 
of  receiving  a  larger  number.  The  outer  walls,  and  the  partition  walls  of  the 
lower  story,  are  to  be  of  brick,  and  the  whole,  as  required  by  the  climate,  to 
be  surrounded  by  piazzas  supported  on  iron  frames.  The  plan  admits  of  easy 
and  economical  enlargement,  whenever  the  growth  of  the  college  shall  require 
it. 

The  greater  part  of  the  materials  for  this  building,  and  its  necessary  appur- 
tenances, have  been  procured  and  shipped.  The  cost  of  the  remaining  mate- 
rials, and  of  the  labor  of  erection,  is  very  nearly  known.  The  whole  expense 
will  be  about  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

As  it  is  indispensable  that  the  Trustees  of  Donations  should  have  in  their 
hands  a  fund  at  least  equal  to  that  already  received,  to  meet  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  college  ;  and  as  the  other  funds,  to  which  allusion  has  been 
made,  are  not  at  their  disposal  for  this  purpose,  or,  at  present,  for  any  purpose  ; 
they  are  compelled  to  appeal  to  the  friends  of  Liberia  and  of  Christian  civili- 
zation, learning,  and  piety,  in  Africa,  for  aid. 

It  will  occur  to  many,  that  there  are  individuals  of  sufficient  largeness  of 
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mind,  of  heart,  and  of  estate,  to  grant  this  aid  ;  and  it  is  true   that  any  one 
who  should  do  it,  would  earn  the  lasting  gratitude  of  Africa  and  all  her  friends. 

This  college  building  will  be  70  feet  long,  45  feet  wide,  and  three  stories  high. 
It  will  contain  apartments  for  two  members  of  the  college  faculty  and  their 
families,  who  will  reside  in  the  building  and  have  the  immediate  oversight  of 
the  students  ;  a  dining  room  sufficient  for  these  families  and  the  students  ;  a 
room  for  the  library  and  philosophical  apparatus  ;  a  hall  to  be  used  as  a  chapel, 
lecture  room,  or  for  any  other  purpose  for  which  all  the  students  need  to  be 
convened  ;  rooms  for  recitation  and  for  study  in  classes  ;  dormitories  for  stu- 
dents, and  the  necessary  offices,  store  rooms,  and  other  accommodations.  The 
kitchen  is  to  be  a  detached  building,  in  easy  communication  with  the  dining 
room . 

The  walls  of  the  college  building  are  to  be  of  brick,  on  a  foundation  of  Li- 
beria granite  rising  two  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  earth.  About  half  of  the 
brick  goes  out  in  the  Dingo.  The  remainder,  with  the  lime,  will  be  procured 
in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

The  building  will  be  surrounded  by  a  verandah  eight  feet  wide,  supported 
by  an  iron  frame,  the  posts  of  which  will  be  inserted  into  blocks  of  granite. 
Doors  open  from  each  story  of  the  building  into  the  corresponding  story  of 
the  verandah. 

The  site  for  the  college  building  is  an  elevation  on  the  right  or  northwest 
bank  of  the  St.  Paul's  river,  about  twelve  miles  from  Monrovia  and  eight 
from  the  Atlantic  ocean,  both  of  which  will  be  visible  from  its  cupola,  and 
probably,  when  some  intervening  forest  trees  are  cleared  away,  from  its  base. 
The  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  on  which  it  will  stand,  is  well  adapted  for  a 
model  farm,  and  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  oldest,  largest,  and  richest 
agricultural  settlements  in  Liberia. 

The  buildings  will  be  able  to  accommodate  forty  or  fifty  students,  besides 
the  President  and  a  Professor,  or  two  Professors,  with  their  families  and  atten- 
dants. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  society  was  organized  in  New  York,  with  a 
view  to  the  exploration  of  Western  Africa,  but  of  its  present  purposes  and 
prospects  we  have  no  exact  information.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  a  company  has  been  formed  in  Liberia  with  the  view  of  opening  a 
road  20  feet  wide,  to  the  distance  of  200  miles  into  the  interior.  The  leaders 
in  this  enterprise  will  seek  a  charter  from  the  Legislature,  and,  should  it  be 
granted,  they  believe  that  in  twelve  months  their  work  will  be  completed  to  the 
distance  of  thirty  or  fifty  miles  into  the  interior. 

Much  valuable  testimony  has  been  given  to  the  public,  during  the  year, 
going  to  establish  the  character  and  influence  of  the  Liberian  Government,  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  its  schools,  and  multiplying  settlements,  the  increase 
of  agricultural  industry  and  improvement,  and  the  adaptedness  of  its  institu- 
tions to  secure  the  highest  permanent  benefits  to  its  own  citizens  and  to  Africa. 
The  Rev.  Thomas  Officer,  for  some  time  connected  with  a  mission  founded  in 
a  spirit  little  favorable  to  this  Society,  sums  up  the  result  of  his  observations 
of  Western  Africa,  as  a  mission  field,  in  these  words  :  "  We  have  now  seen 
that  the  wants  of  the  people  of  Western  Africa  are  numerous  and  great — 
that  they  are  of  such  a  kind  as  can  best  be  met  by  the  introduction  of  Chris- 
tian settlements — that  the  natural  advantages  of  the  country  are  amply  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  such  communities — that  the  peculiarity  of  the  climate  is  such 
as  renders  it  altogether  best  that  these  settlements  be  made  up  of  black  men, 
that  there  is  no  good  reason  to  deny  the  black  man's  capacity  for  the  work  — 
and  that  the  Republic  of  Lib  .••■  up  the  mosl   importanl  situati 

these  mission  settlements." 
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Recent  intelligence  from  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Drayton,  Governor  of  the  Independent 
State  of  Maryland,  at  Cape  Palmas,  states  that  peace  prevails  with  the  sur- 
ig  tribes  ;  that  the  Palmas  tril>e  now  observes  the  Lord's  day  ;  that  ag- 
riculture is  receiving  attention,  and  that  efforts  were  made  to  open  roads  into 
the  interior,  to  extend  trade  and  settle  differences  with  the  people  of  the  ad- 
joining country.  A  treaty  of  friendship  and  commerce  has  been  ratified  be- 
tween this  State  and  the  Republic  of  Liberia. 

By  the  Legislature  of  Liberia,  a  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation 
•n  ratified  between  that  Republic  and  the  Free  Hanseatic  Towns  of  Lubec, 
Bremen,  and  Hamburg. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Rev.  Alex.  Crummell,  of  Monrovia,  appealed 
for  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  suitable  building  for  the  Library  of  the  Monro- 
via Lyceum.  In  a  single  week  offers  to  supply  the  sum  required  were  made 
separately,  by  three  gentlemen,  residing  in  different  cities.  That  of  a  gentle- 
man of  New  York  was  accepted.  Such  an  evidence  of  regard  to  the  interests  of 
education  and  intellectual  improvement  in  Liberia  should  be  recorded  with  honor. 

A  specimen  of  pure  malleable  native  iron  has  been  discovered  in  Liberia. 
The  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  of  Boston,  took  charge  of  what  was  thought  to  be 
but  a  fragment  of  iron  ore  from  that  Republic — and  submitted  it  te  the  care- 
ful analysis  of  Dr.  A.  A.  Hayes,  of  that  city.  The  analysis  afforded  pure 
iron  yb.4i)  quartz  grains,  magnetic  oxyd  of  iron  and  zeolite  1.60  —  100.  The 
commercial  value  of  this  article  will  depend  upon  its  abundance  and  expense 
of  obtaining  it  for  market.     It  may  prove  of  very  great  value. 

The  consular  system  of  the  United  States  was  remodelled  by  act  of  Con- 
gress in  1655,  and  authority  given  to  appoint  a  consular  or  commercial  agent 
to  leside  at  Monrovia,  with  a  salary  of  $1000.  The  office  of  commercial  agent 
for  that  place  has  been  conferred  on  Dc.  G.  Z.  Forney,  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
has  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Of  the  great  work  of  missions  in  which  many  faithful  servants  of  the  Re- 
deemer are  engaged  in  Africa,  we  can  only  say  that  a  divine  blessing  rests 
u [ion  their  labors,  and  that  it  is  bright  with  promise.  In  that  remarkable 
community  of  Sierra  Leone,  two  hundred  native  languages  are  spoken,  and 
many  native  Africans  are  preparing,  111  schools,  to  become  teachers  and  mission- 
aries to  their  barbarous  kindred.  The  yosnel  is  now  preached  in  the  capital 
of  Ashanti,  and  the  King  of  Dehomi  has  expressed  his  wish  that  missionaries 
should  come  and  reside  111  his  do  minions.  English  and  American  missionaries 
have  planted  the  christian  church  in  the  populous  cities  of  Voruba. 

The  last  three  years  have  been  signally  distinguished  by  valuable  geographi- 
cal and  ethnological  discoveries  in  Africa.  Doctors  Barth,  and  Vogel,  and 
Richardson,  and  other  bold  and  enterprising  travelers,  have  penetrated  to  the 
great  and  populous  regions  of  Central  Africa,  determined  by  astronomical  ob- 
servations, the  positions  of  many  places  hitherto  unknown,  and  revealed  the 
shocking  cruelties  inflicted  by  powerful  and  warlike  tribes,  in  their  expeditions 
to  plunder  and  subdue  their  unoffending,  but  weaker  neighbors.  In  one  of  these 
expeditions  Dr.  Vogel  saw  36  prisoners  cufto  pieces  alive,  and  of  the  four 
thousand  slaves  earned  off,  all  women  and  children  under  twelve  years  of  age, 
3,500  died  of  dysentery  and  small  pox  before  they  reached  Kuka.  The  Eng- 
;er  expedition,  succe  bicted  by  Dr.  Baikie,  has  opened  com- 

merce in  regions  not  before  visited,  and  added  S250  miles  of  the  Chadda  above 
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the  point  reached  by  Allen  and  Old  field,  to  our  maps.  Mr.  Anderson  has 
visited  Lake  Ngami,  and  Lieut.  Burton,  with  resolution  seldom  equalled, 
entered  Harvar  and  Berbera,  and  again  gone  forth  to  the  inner  sea  of  Uniamese 
and  the  sources  of  the  Nile.  The  Rev.  Robert  Moffat  has  spent  seven 
months  in  exploring  a  very  extensive,  beautiful  and  well  watered  country  ; 
while  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  Livingston,  with  Roman  courage,  but  the  spirit  of  an 
apostle,  has  twice  crossed  the  African  continent,  surveyed  and  described  the 
province  of  Angola,  traced  the  courses  of  before  unknown,  but  mighty  rivers, 
crossed  unknown  mountains,  and  studied  nature  and  man  in  vast  regions, 
shrouded  in  the  past  forever  from  the  observation  of  the  civilized  world,  and 
having  through  the  favor  of  Providence  returned  to  London,  he  invites  Eng- 
land and  all  the  nations  blessed  by  Christianity,  to  make  Africa  a  partaker  of 
the  sublime  truths  and  imperishable  hopes  of  the  gospel. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Rev.  John  Seys,  has  recently  been 
appointed  by  the  President,  agent  for  recaptured  Africans  on  the  coast  of  Af- 
rica, an  office  created  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  1819,  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade. 

Against  this  traffic,  has  this  Society  from  its  origin  borne  a  solemn  testimony, 
and  regarded  its  entire  abolition  and  the  civilization  of  Africa  as  among  its  greatest 
and  most  beneficent  anticipated  results.  Never  should  be  forgotten  the  obliga- 
tions of  this  Society  to  the  Congress  and  President  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Monroe  ;  to  the  former  for  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  the  repeated  liberal  appropriations  by 
which  it  has  been  sustained;  to  the  latter  for  that  wise  sagacity  which  enabled  him 
in  executing  most  effectually  these  provisions,  essentially,  to  aid  in  laying  on  the 
shore  of  Africa  the  permanent  foundations  of  a  free  and  christian  common- 
wealth; and  clearly,  the  amount  expended  in  aid  of  Liberia,  has  far  exceeded 
in  effect  for  the  act  specified,  that  of  any  equal  direct  expenditure  ever  made. 
The  great  endeavors  of  christian  nations  against  this  iniquity  have  availed 
much.  According  to  Mr.  Wilson,  whose  opinion  is  entitled  to  much  respect, 
"  more  than  2000  miles  of  sea  coast  has  been  relieved  from  this  scourge  ;  and 
perhaps  more  than  20,000,000  of  human  beings  interiorward,  have  been  re- 
stored to  comparative  peace  and  happiness  by  the  operations  of  the  squadron 
along  the  coast."  If  compelled  to  deplore  some  revival  of  this  trade,  and  the 
reported  fitting  out  in  our  own  ports,  of  a  considerable  number  of  vessels 
destined  to  shelter  their  infamy  under  their  country's  flag,  we  may  rejoice  that 
their  occupation,  so  at  war  with  the  true  interests  not  only  of  Africa,  but  of 
mankind,  must  forever  incur  the  condemnation  of  the  civilized  world. 
Nor  injustice  to  its  profound  convictions  of  duty  to  the  human  race,  can  this 
Society  fail  to  express  its  admiration  of  the  able  and  arduous  labors  com- 
menced in  youth  and  protracted  to  age,  in  both  America  and  Europe,  of  a  dis- 
tinguished son  of  Virginia,  a  Vice  President  of  this  Society,  the  Hon.  Charles 
Fenton  Mercer,  to  secure  the  denunciation  of  the  African  slave  trade  as 
piracy  by  the  law  of  nations. 

Thankful  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  in  all  human  affairs  for  the  measure  of  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  our  efforts,  let  us  see  the  wisdom  of  his  Providence, 
both  in  the  combination  of  causes,  as  well  as  in  the  ordering  of  particular 
events.  In  the  late  discoveries  of  the  great  geographical  features  of  Africa, 
her  various  and  abundant  resources,  her  populous  tribes  and  nations,  in  the 
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multiplication  of  missionary  stations  and  missionary  laborers,  on  nearly  all 
parts  of  her  coast,  and  far  into  the  interior,  in  her  wrongs  and  her  sins,  her 
misery  and  her  capacity,  in  her  dark  and  bloody  history,  her  exiled  children, 
and  her  opening  gates,  let  us  discern  signs  of  her  redemption,  and  motives  for 
our  beneficence.  For  long  ages  is  our  work.  It  may  stand  while  the  world 
stands.  Let  the  people  of  the  United  States  see  and  feel  its  glory.  Sensible 
that  the  greatest  trust  for  humanity  is  committed  to  their  hands,  let  them 
hasten  to  invite  the  broken  tribes  and  mighty  nations  of  Africa  from  her 
deserts  and  her  thickets,  from  her  gloomy  forests  and  darker  habitations  of 
cruelty  into  the  dominions  of  christian  law  and  the  fold  of  God. 


The  Receipts  of  the  Society,  from  January  1,  to  December  31,  1856, 

are  as  follows : 
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New Hampshire, 
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10,000  00 
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6  00 

account,)     -    -     -     - 

10,000  00 
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Tennessee,    - 
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AKKUAL  MEETING. 


The  Fortieth  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Society  was  held,  according  fo  ad- 
journment, at  the  office  of  the  Society  in  Washington  City,  on  the  20th  of 
January,  1857.  The  President  of  the  Society,  J.  II.  D.  Latrobe,  Esq.,  in 
the  chair. — The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Haight, 
D.  D.,  of  New  York. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read. 

J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq.,  was  elected  President  of  the  Society  ;  and  the 
Vice  Presidents  of  the  last  year,  were  re-elected  with  the  additional  names  of 
John  Knickf.rbacker,  of  New  York,  and  Richard  Hoff,  of  Georgia. 

Owing  to  the  great  inclemency  of  the  weather,  but  few  of  the  Directors  or 
friends  of  the  Society  were  present,  and  much  doubt  existing  whether  the  gen- 
tlemen expected  to  speak  at  the  public  meeting  would  arrive  in  time,  the  Society 
adjourned  to  the  third  Tuesday  in  Jan.,  1858,  at  7  o'clock,  p.  m.,  with  the 
understanding  that  should  it  be  deemed  expedient  to  hold  the  public  meeting, 
the  Society  should  meet  for  that  purpose,  at  the  call  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee or  Board  of  Directors.  The  minutes  were  then  read  and  approved, 
and  the  meeting  closed  with  prayer. 

The  public  meeting  of  the  Society  took  place  on  Thursday  evening,  January 
23d,  1857,  in  Wesley  Chapel,  at  7  o'clock,  when  the  President,  J.  H.  B. 
Latrobe,  Esq.,  took  the  chair.  At  the  request  of  the  President,  the  Rev. 
J.  N.  Danforth,  D.  D.,  invoked  the  Divine  blessing  upon  the  Society,  and 
upon  the  proceedings  of  the  occasion.  The  Annual  Report  was  read  by  the 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Mr.  Gurlet. 

From  the  financial  branch  of  the  report  it  appears  that  the  receipts  of  the 
Society  for  the  past  year  were  $81,347,  and  expenditures  $79,394,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $1,952  to  the  credit  of  the  treasury. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Cummins  addressed  the  meeting  in  an  eloquent  speech,  in 
which  lie  showed  that  by  God  's  providence  the  sable  African  is  indissi 
linked  to  the  car  of  the  Anglo-American,  to  be  borne  forward  at  length  through 
toil  and  labor  to  a  useful  ami  happy  destiny  in  his  native  Africa.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks  Dr.  Cummins  alluded  to  the  name  of  '•'  Liberia  "  as  having 
been  due  to  the  invention  of  the  present  President,  -Mr.  Latrobe.  After  Dr. 
C.  had  concluded —  « 

Mr.  Latrobe  rose  and  asked  to  place  that  matter  right,  and  thus  to  disclaim 
the  paternity  of  the  title.  He  said  that  when  he  was,  many  years  ago,  a  student 
of  law  in  the  office  of  Gen.  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  a  warm  friend  of  Liberia, 
Dr.  Eli  Ayres,  who  had  accompanied  Captain  Stockton  at  the  purchase  of 
Cape  Mesurado  from  the  natives,  and  who  was  a  frequent  visitor  at  the  office, 
was  asked  by  General  Harper  to  give  him  some  idea  of  the  geography,  &c,  of 
the  same.  This  Dr.  Ayres  did,  by  marking  the  capes,  bays,  &c,  on  a  sheet  of 
paper  with  one  of  his  finger  nails.  From  these  very  rough  elements,  Mr. 
Latrobe,  at  General  Harper's  request,  prepared  a  map,  which  being  corrected 
according  to  Dr.  Ayres' memory,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Cone,  then 
an  engraver  in  Baltimore,  but  since  an  eminent  Baptist  minister.  The  map 
when  engraved  needed  "  lettering,"  and  a  proof  was  sent  to  Genera!  Harper  for 
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Name  of  Liberia. 

the  purpose.  The  General  proposed  that  as  Mr.  Latrobe  had  prepared  the 
map,  he  should,  at  all  events,  unite  in  naming  the  principal  places  and  features 
of  it;  and  it  was  agreed  that  this  should  be  done  alternately,  General  Harper 
beginning.  The  first  thing  to  be  fixed  was  the  name  of  the  country,  and  several 
were  proposed,  and  amongst  them  "Fredonia;"  but  all  were  objectionable  for 
some  reason  or  other,  when  General  Harper  asked  what  was  the  Latin  word  for  a 
"free  man."  Finding  that  it  was  "  Liber,"  he  then  asked  why  it  would  not 
do  to  call  the  colony  Liberia?  He  was  answered  that  it  would  do  exceedingly 
well,  and  the  name  was  accordingly  adopted.  In  his  turn  Mr.  Latrobe  proposed 
"Monroe  "  as  the  name  of  the  capital  of  Liberia,  to  which  General  Harper 
objected,  as  it  was  not  Latinized  like  the  name  of  the  country  itself.  It  was  easy 
then  to  make  the  name  "  Monrovia,"  and  so  it  has  since  stood. 

These  interesting  statements,  told  by  Mr.  Latrobe  in  a  very  pleasant  way, 
were  received  with  hearty  cheers. 

The  meeting  was  then  closed  by  a  benediction  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley. 
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The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  met  the  20th 
January,  1857,  at  12  o'clock  M.,  in  the  Aldermen's  Room,  in  the  City  Hall, 
City  of  Washington. 

On  account  of  the  extreme  inclemency  of  the  weather,  but  few  delegates 
were  present.  A  quorum,  however,  being  in  attendance,  the  Board  proceeded 
to  business. 

Rev.  Dr.  Haight,  of  New  York,  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  was  chosen 
chairman,  and  Rev\  G.  W.  Samson,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  secretary 
pro  tern. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley. 

Rev.  "VV.  McLain,  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  and  Rev.  Dr.  G.  D.  Cummins,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee  on  credentials,  who  reported  the  following  delegates 
present,  viz: 

Rev.  B.  J.  Haight,  D.  D.,  from  the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society;— 
Rev.  G.  D.  Cummins,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  C.  Smith,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  D.  S.  Doggett, 
D.  D.,  from  the  Virginia  Colonization  Society;— and  Rev.  B.  Sunderland, 
D.  D.,  from  the  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Rev.  W.  McLain  and  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Life  Directors,  and  W.  Gunton, 
Esq.,  and  Rev.  G.  W.  Samson,  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  were 
present. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  McLain,  the  reading  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
last  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  was  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  the 
Board. 

After  some  conference,  on  motion,  it  was  voted,  That,  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  the  appointed  speakers,  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  the 
public  meeting  of  the  Society,  this  evening,  be  postponed  till  further  notice. 

On  motion,  voted,  That  the  further  business  before  the  Board  be  postponed. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

G.  W.  Samson,  Sec'y  pro  lem. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  21,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment. 

President  Latrobe  appeared  and  took  the  chair. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  the  minutes  of  the  session  yesterday 
were  read  and  approved. 

The  Rev.  G.  W.  Samson  having  declined  to  act  further  as  secretary,  on 
account  of  pastoral  engagements,  the  Rev.  Dr.  B.  J.  Haight,  of  New  York, 
was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Board. 

The  following  delegates  appeared  and  took  their  seats,  viz:  Hon.  J.  A. 
Rockwell  and  Hon.  L.  F.  S.  Foster,  from  the  Connecticut  Colonization  Society; 
Rev.  John  Maclean,  D.  D.,  Life  Director,  and  delegate  from  the  New  Jersey 
Colonization  Society;  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  Life  Director,  and  delegate  from 
the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society,  and  Rufus  Reed,  Esq.,  delegate  from 
said  Society;  and  Joseph  H.  Bradley,  Esq.,  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
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Standing  Committees. 

On  motion,  the  rending  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  and 
of  the  adjourned  meeting  in  March,  was  dispensed  with.  * 

The  annual  Report  of  the  Society  was  then  read  by  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley, 
Corresponding  Secretary. 

The  annual  Statement  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
was  then  read  by  the  Rev.  W.  McLain,  Financial  Secretary,  and,  on  motion, 
was  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  following  communication  was  received  and  read: 

Colonization  Office,  Indiana, 
•  Indianapolis,  Jan.  13,  1857. 

The  President  and  Board  of  Directors  of  the  A.  C.  S. 

Gentlemen:  The  bearer,  Rev.  James  Mitchell,  the  Secretary  of  our  State 
Board  of  Colonization,  will  represent  our  views  and  wishes  in  regard  to  the 
enterprise  of  colonization,  so  far  as  you  may  wish  to  know  our  views  thereon. 

Yours  respectfully, 

ASHBEL  P     WlLLARD, 

Pres.  State  Board  of  Colonization. 
John  VV.  Dodd, 

Auditor  of  Stale. 
Daniel  M'Clure, 

Secretary  of  State. 
Whereupon,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  James  Mitchell  be  invited  to  a  seat  in  this  Board  during 
its  present  session. 

The  President  announced  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  Board  in  part,  as 
follows: 

Committee  on  Foreign  Relations — Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  of  N.  J.,  Rev.  Dr.  Sun- 
derland, and  Mr.  Underwood. 

Committee  on  Accounts — Messrs.  Pinney,  Rockwell,  and  Cummins. 

Committee  on  Agencies — Messrs.  Gurley,  Samson,  and  Reed. 

The  following  communication  v/as  received,  read,  and  on  motion  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Agencies: 

Washington   Jan.  22,  1857. 
To  the  President  and  Board  of  Directors  of  the  A.  C.  S. 

Gentlemen:  We  respectfully  represent,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Indiana 
State  Board  of  Colonization,  to  immediately  put  in  motion  a  system  of  active 
agencies  in  our  State,  and  as  it  is  desirable  that  harmony  should  exist  between 
all  the  friends  of  African  colonization,  we  hope  that  it  will  appear  advisable  and 
prudent  in  your  estimation,'  to  grant  us  the  entire  field  in  said  State;  in  which 
event  our  officers  and  agents  shall  strictly  account  to  you  for  all  funds  donated 
through  them  to  your  Society  by  such  persons  as  may  wish  to  give  that  direction 
to  their  donations. 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  Mitchell, 
Cor.  Sec.  Ind.  State  Board  of  CoVn. 

On  motion,  the  Statement  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  taken  up,  and  it 

was 

Resolved,  That  the  whole  subject  of  the  Society's  ship,  the  Mary  Caroline 
Stevens,  as  presented  in  the  Statement  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  in  the 
annual  Report,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  and  Rev.  W.  McLain,  were  appointed 
said  committee. 
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Mary  Caroline  Stevens. 


On  motion  of  Rev.  G.  D.  Cummins, 

Resolved,  That  tl^  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Society  be  held  to-morrow 
evening  at  half  past  seven  o'clock. 
•    The  minutes  of  this  morning's  session  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion,  the  Board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

Thursday,  Jan.  22,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     President  La.robe  in  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Underwood  and  Rev.  A.  M.  Cowan,  delegates  from  the  Ken- 
tucky Colonization  Society,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Board  the  following  report  from  the  trustees 
of  the  ship  Jtfary  Caroline  Stevens: 
To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Jim.  Col.  Society: 

The  undersigned,  two  of  the  trustees  appointed  by  the  late  John  Stevens, 
of  Talbot  county,  Maryland,  under  a  deed  dated  on  the  2Gth  February,  ]856, 
and  to  whom  was  transferred  the  fund  of  $3fi,()()0  which  he  gave,  that  a  ship 
might  be  built  for  the  use  of  the  Society,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
report: 

The  facts  connected  with  the  donation,  the  building,  the  launching,  and  the 
sailing  on  her  first  voyage  of  the  ship  in  question,  called,  as  desired  by  Mr. 
Stevens,  after  his  daughter — the  Mary  Caroline  Stevens — are  so  well  known 
to  the  Board  that  it  is  unnecessary,  here,  to  recapitulate  them.  The  report  of 
Dr.  James  Hall,  one  of  the  trustees,  and  their  special  representative  in  the 
details  of  their  proceedings,  and  the  disbursement  of  their  funds,  is  appended 
hereto,  and  will  aiTord  the  information  which,  at  this  time,  may  be  desirable. 
The  trustees  have  not  yet  collected  all  the  securities  assigned  to  them  by 
Mr.  Stevens,  and  until  this  is  done,  their  accounts  must  necessarily  remain 
op,en,  and  it  will  not  be  in  their  power  to  make  a  final  report.  They  have 
reason  to  believe,  however,  that  it  will  not  be  Ions:  before  their  collections  will 
be  completed,  when  they  propose,  in  addition  to  the  report  which  will  then  be 
made,  to  hand  to  the  Board  a  volume  which  they  have  had  prepared,  and  in 
which  will  be  found  recorded,  not  only  their  own  proceedings,  but  the  entire 
correspondence,  as  well  that  which  w^s  held  with  Mr.  Stevens,  by  any  person 
touching  his  donation,  as  that  which  grew,  otherwise,  out  of  the  duties  of 
the  trustees;  the  whole  forming  a  narrative  not  without  its  interest,  and  which, 
the  trustees  feel  sure,  will  be  preserved  among  the  archives  of  the  Board  as 
bearing  honorable  testimony  to  the  character  and  liberality  of  a  Gentleman 
of  Maryland. 

In  the  interim,  however,  there  is  one  point  to  which  the  trustees  desire 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board.  The  trust  they  hold,  they  look  upon  as 
technical  in  its  terms  and  character,  now  that  the  vessel  has  been  built  and  is 
in  charge  of  a  captain  appointed  by  the  Board,  to  which  she  was  in  fact  delivered 
by  the  trustees  when  he  took  possession  of  her.  This  being  so,  the  future  man- 
agement of  the  ship,  in  port  and  out  of  port,  will  devolve  on  the  Board  and 
the  Executive  Committee;  and  the  trustees,  while  they  continue  in  existence 
as  holding  the  legal  title  to  the  ship,  and  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  her  ap- 
propriated to  the  uses  for  which  she  was  built,  respectfully  suggest  that  she 
may  be  considered  by  the  Board  as  hereafter  under  the  charge  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society;  on  which  devolves, through  its  proper  officers,  to  carry  out, 
in  her  use,  the  intentions  of  the  donor. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  John  H.  B.  Latrobe, 

Chairman,  Sfc. 

On  motion,  this  report  was  referred  to  the  special  committee  on  the  Society's 
ship. 

The  President  announced  the  remainder  of  the  Standing  Committees,  as 
follows: 
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Foreign  Relations. 

Committee  on  Finance — Messrs.  W.  McLain,  Doggett,  and  Cowan. 

Committee  on  Auxiliary  Societies — Messrs.  Cummins,  McLain,  and  Rockwell. 

Committee  on  Emigration — Messrs.  Tracy,  Gurley,  and  Samson. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Pinney,  the  annual  Report  of  the  Society  was 
referred  to  a  special  committee  of  three,  for  revision,  with  a  view  to  its  publica- 
tion, and  to  designate  portions  to  be  read  at  the  anniversary  celebration  this 
evening. 

Rev.  Mr.  Pinney,  Dr.  Maclean,  and  Mr.  Reed,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Rev.  Mr.  Gurley  submitted  the  following-  resolution,  which,  on  his  motion, 
was  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  informed  that,  in  the  view 
of  this  Board,  American  commerce  as  well  as  humanity,  are  deeply  interested 
in  the  prosecution  and  completion  by  the  government  of  the  explorations  of 
the  countries  interior  from  Liberia,  as  commenced  under  direction  of  the  Navy 
Department  by  Lt.  Lynch,  and  that  it  be  respectfully  suggested  to  the  Hon. 
Secretary,  that  should  he  lie  pleased  to  instruct  the  commander  of  our  squadron 
on  the  African  coast,  alone  or  in  company  with  some  duly  appointed  agent 
of  the  government,  to  visit  and  examine  various  points  of  that  coast,  to  ascer- 
tain the  nature  of  the  harbors  and  rivers,  the  character  of  the  people,  the 
productions  and  resources  of  the  countries  thus  visited,  their  advantages  for 
trade,  and  make  full  report  on  these  subjects  to  the  government,  great  benefit 
might  be  secured  to  our  commerce  and  to  the  cause  of  African  civilization. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Agencies  presented  a  report  upon  the  commu- 
nication from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Indiana  State  Board  of 
Colonization. 

It  having  been  moved  to  accept  this  report,  after  a  very  long  discussion,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Samson  moved  to  refer  the  whole  subject  back  to  the  committee 
for  further  consideration,  to  which  motion  the  Board  did  not  agree. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Haight,  the  further  consideration  of  the  motion 
to  accept  the  report  was  postponed  until  (his  afternoon. 

The  R.ev.  Dr.  Maclean  presented  the  following  report  from  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolutions — 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Board  have  learned,  with  the  highest  satisfaction, 
that  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  amity  has  been  recently  made  by  the  Govern- 
ments of  Liberia  and  Cape  Palmas;  and  they  indulge  the  hope,  that  this  treaty 
is  the  precurser  of  a  closer  alliance  between  these  two  governments;  and  that 
a  federal  government,  after  the  model  of  that  of  the  United  States,  and  like  the 
lat'er  capable  of  indefinite  expansion,  will  soon  be  organized  by  the  free  and 
independent  slates  already  established  upon  the  western  coast  of  Africa. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  a  source  of  unfeigned  delight  to  the  friends  of  African 
colonization,  that  the  Republic  of  Liberia  has  received  from  several  of  the 
leading  governments  of  Europe  assurances  of  their  friendly  feelings;  and  that 
the  Republic  has  been  enabled  to  form  with  these  governments,  and  also  with 
the  free  cities  of  Europe,  treaties  of  commerce,  upon  the  most  liberal  terms. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  Board  feel  assured  that  the  kindest  feelings  are 
en tert  iined  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  towards  the  Republics  of  Western 
Africa;  and  that  the  lime  is  not  far  distant  when  our  government  will  give  more 
direct  evidence  of  these  kind  feelings  than  they  have  yet  done,  by  a  distinct 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  these  Republics: — the  delay  in  this  matter 
not  being  the  result  of  any  hostile  feeling  on  the  part  of  our  people  and  govern- 
ment to  these  Republics,  but  arising  from  the  peculiar  state  of  things  for 
a  few  years  past  among  ourselves. 
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On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolutions  recommended 
therein  adopted. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  when  this  Board  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  in 
ttie  Colonization  Rooms  this  afternoon  at  5  o'clock. 

The  Board  then,  on  motion,  adjourned. 

Afternoon  Session,  Jan.  22,  5  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  minutes  of  this  morning's  session  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Agencies  relative  to  the  application  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Indiana  Board. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  referred  back  to  the  committee,  who  subsequently 
presented  their  report  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  Secretary 
of  the  State  Colonization  Board  of  Indiana,  respectfully  report,  that  existing, 
as  there  ever  has  done,  very  friendly  relations  between  this  Board  and  that  in 
Indiana,  it  has  not  been  supposed  that  the  agent  appointed  for  that  State  would 
interfere  with  any  arrangements  of  the  Indiana  Board;  that  it  is  understood 
that  the  Indiana  Board  designs  to  act  through  and  mainly  by  the  agency  of 
this  Society,  in  the  colonization  enterprise;  and  therefore,  before  any  decided 
action  on  the  proposal  made  by  Mr.  Mitchell  is  taken,  it  is  important  that 
the  Board  should  ascertain  more  fully  the  exact  plans  of  the  State  Board. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  recognize  it  as  a  settled  principle  of  their  action 
to  allow  each  State  Society  auxiliary  to  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
to  take  the  entire  charge  and  control  of  the  collection  of  funds,  including  the 
appointing  of  agents,'  within  its  own  borders. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  will  learn  with  pleasure  of  the  resuscitation  of 
the  Indiana  State  Colonization  Society,  or  of  the  formation  of  a  new  state  aux- 
iliary society  in  that  State,  and  will  cheerfully  accord  thereto  the  right  specified 
in  the  preceding  resolution. 

R.  R.  Gurley,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  the  report  Was  accepted,  and  the  resolutions  recommended  therein 
were  adopted. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Accounts  presented  the  following  report: 

Your  committee  having  examined  the  vouchers  of  the  Treasurer,  find  them 
correct  so  far  as  the  cash  account  is  stated,  and  not  doubting  the  bonds  and 
cash  on  hand  to  be  correctly  stated,  have  certified  the  same. 

They  would  append  three  suggestions,  in  the  form  of  resolutions,  as  follows: 

First.  Resolved,  That  the  financial  year  shall  close  on  the  20th  day  of  De- 
cember of  each  year. 

Secondly.  Resolved,  That  whatever  funds  are  received  by  the  Treasurer  for 
the  use  of  the  Society  be  carefully  and  fully  reported  each  month  in  the  African 
Repository. 

Thirdly.  Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  where  State  Societies,  in  co-operation 
and  with  consent  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Society,  fit  out  expeditions 
or  expend  money  for  education,  or  in  any  other  appropriate  way,  the  same  when 
reported  witli  satisfactory  vouchers  shall  be  entered  by  the  Treasurer  as  a  cash 
account,  both  on  the  credit  and  debtor  side. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.   B.   PlNNEY. 
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Officers. — Report  on  the  Ship. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolutions  proposed  were  adopted. 

The  special  committee  on  the  Annual  Report  presented  the  following  report, 
which  was  adopted: 

The  committee  have  read  the  whole  Report  with  great  interest,  and  would 
recommend  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  publication. 

They  recommend  that  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  requested  to  read 
such  portions  at  the  meeting  this  evening  as  may  in  his  judgment  be  most 
interesting. 

They  would  further  recommend  that  the  total  sums  contributed  by  each 
State  through  the  year  1856,  be  published  in  connection  with  the  Annual 
Report. 

J.   B.  PlNNET. 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  nominate  Secretaries  and  the 
Executive  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Rev.  Drs.  Sunderland,  Doggett,  and  Haight,  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

The  committee  nominated  the  following  named  gentlemen,  who  were  duly 
elected: 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley. 
Financial  Secretary,  Rev.  W.  MoLain-. 
Taveling  Secretai'y,  Rev.  John  Orcutt. 
Recording  Secretary,  J .  W.  Lugenbeel,M.  D. 
Executive  Committee,  Harvey   Likdsly,   M.    D.,    Hon.    E.    Whittlesey, 
Joseph  H.  Bradley,  Esq.,  A.  0.  Dayton,  Esq.,  William  Gunton,   Esq., 
W.  W.  Seaton,  Esq.,  Rev.  George  W.  Samson. 

The  special  committee  on  the  Society's  ship  presented  the  following  report, 
which  was  accepted,  and  the  resolutions  appended  thereto  were  adopted: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Annual  Report  and 
the  Statement  of  the  Executive  Committee  as  relates  to  the  new  packet  ship, 
report, 

That  in  the  narrative  of  events  connected  with  this  generous  gift,  which 
mai-ks  an  era  in  the  Society's  affairs,  they  find  occasion  of  gratitude  to  God 
and  of  gratulation  among  the  friends  of  colonization,  as  well  as  special  cause 
of  admiration  toward  the  liberal  benefactor  of  the  Society,  and  toward  the  mag- 
nanimous disinterestedness  of  those  influential  friends  of  colonization  in  Mary- 
land who  co-operated  in  securing  the  donation  in  trust  to  this  Society. 

As  a  permanent  expression  of  the  sentiments  entertained  by  the'  Board  of 
Directors  on  this  subject,  the  committee  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolutions: — 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  have  learned  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  that  the 
noble  and  generous  purpose  of  the  late  John  Stevens,  deceased,  to  place  at  the 
disposal  of  this  Board  a  new  and  valuable  ship  to  ply  between  the  United  States 
and  Liberia,  has  been  fully  carried  into  effect;  and  that  the  Mary  Caroline  Stevens 
has  sailed  upon  her  first  voyage,  with  the  prayers  and  the  best  wishes  of  the 
friends  of  the  colonization  cause. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  tender  their  heartiest  thanks  to  Messrs.  John  H. 
B.  Latrobe,  Elislia  Whittlesey,  and  James  Hall,  Trustees  of  the  Stevens 
donation,  for  their  most  valuable  services  in  carrying  into  effect  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  late  Mr.  Stevens,  with  respect  to  the  disbursement  of  funds  entrusted 
to  their  care  for  the  building  of  the  vessel,  to  be  held  by  them  in  trust  for 
the  American  Colonization  Society. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  take  great  pleasure  in  expressing  their  obliga- 
tions to  the  Managers  of  the  Maryland  Colonization  Society — to  Messrs.  P. 
W.  Brune,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  other,  friends  in  Baltimore,  for  their  liberal 
contributions,  and  for  the  lively  interest  they  have  manifested  in  the  building 
and  in  the  equipment  of  the  Society's  vessel. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Board  highly  approves  of  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Committee  in  insuring  the  Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  for  the  sum  of  forty 
thousand  dollars;  and  that  the  Committee  lie  instructed  to  continue  the 
insurance  from  year  to  year,  to  the  full  value  of  the  ship. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  he  instructed  to  employ  Dr.  James  Hall,  or 
some  other  suitable  person,  at  Baltimore,  as  an  agent  to  have  the  charge  of  the 
Mary  Caroline  Stevens;  for  such  commissions  as  may  he  agreed  upon  by 
the  agent  and  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  record  with  very  great  pleasure  their  deep  gratitude 
toward  their  liberal  benefactor,  the  late  John  Stevens,  of  Talbot  County, 
Maryland,  for  his  generous  response  to  our  appeal  for  a  fund  to  build  a 
Liberia  Packet  for  the  use  of  the  Society,  by  a  donation  of  thirty-six  thousand 
dollars. 

Resolved,  That  the  disinterested  and  protracted  services  of  Dr.  James  Hall, 
agent,  of  the  Maryland  Colonization  Society,  in  superintending  the  building  of 
the  packet,  are  acknowledged  as  having  laid  the  Society  under  weighty  obli- 
gations, and  eminently  entitling  him  to  our  thanks. 

J.  B.  Pinney,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  salaries  of  the  Corresponding  and  Financial  Secretaries 
for  the  ensuing  year  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  with  power. 

The  Board  then  took  a  recess  in  order  to  attend  ttie  anniversary  celebra- 
tion of  the  Society. 

The  Board  re-assembled,  after  the  public  exercises  in  Wesley  Chapel. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  recognise  in  the  liberal  contributions  to  aid  and 
develope  the  culture  and  manufacture  of  sugar  in  Liberia  made  by  H.  M. 
Scheiffelin,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  to  whom  Liberia  is  chiefly  indebted  for  the 
first  steam  sugar  mill,  and  for  many  articles  for  farming  purposes,  such  as 
waggons,  carts,  yokes,  chains,  &c,  shipped  by  him  to  Liberia  in  185G,  an 
instance  of  the  highest  beneficence  towards  Liberia  and  in  a  direction  of  the 
very  first  importance. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Board  be  presented  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Society  and  the  Executive  Committee,  for  their  valuable  and  efficient  services. 

The  resolution  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  this  morning,  proposing  a 
communication  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  reference  to  explorations  in 
Africa,  was  called  up,  and  adopted;  and  the  Executive  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  carrying  it  into  effect. 

A  report  from  Capt.  George  Barker,  an  agent  of  the  Society,  was  presented, 
and  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  minutes  of  this  evening's  session  were  then  read  and  approved. 

After  prayer,  offered  by  Rev.  Air.  Pinney,  the  Board  adjourned  sine  die. 

John  H.  B.  Latrobe, 
President. 
Benj   J.  Haight,  Secretary. 
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$181.  00 

$1,791.00 

17.00 

126.00 

133.00 

255.00 

96.00 

1,244.37 

Extracts  from  Capt.  George  Barker's  Report. 

Providence,  R.  J.,. Jan.  1857. 
Gentlemen  and  Friends: — Yon  have  my  report  of  agency  for  the  American 
Colonization  Society  for  the  year  1856.     1  have  collected  in  Rhode  Island,  Mas- 
sachusetts/New Hampshire,  and  Maine,  the  following  sums,  viz: — 

Rhode  Island, 

Massachusetts, 

New  Hampshire,    - 

Maine,  .... 

427.00  3,416.47 

Making  a  total  of  $3,843.47.  I  have  received  as  compensation  $947.82.  My 
expenses,  viz:  postage,  stationery,  publishing,  board,  and  traveling  expenses., 
$424.74,  which  leaves  me  for  self  and  family  support  $523  08. 

I  have  sent  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  $2,895.65.  I  wish  it  was  quad- 
rupled. There  is  an  increasing  interest  in  the  good  cause;  had  it  not  been  for 
the  agitated  late  presidential  campaign  more  money  would  have  been  realized. 
There  is  abundant  occasion  for  gratitude  that  the  Society  has  been  so  highly 
prospered;  a  fine  new  ship,  over  four  hundred  good  emigrants,  two  large  Re- 
ceptacles, and  the  highly  interesting  and  prosperous  position  of  the  Republic  of 
Liberia,  not  keeping  out  of  sight  the  College  frame  sent  from  Boston.  The 
work  you  are  engaged  in  is  a  holy  work,  and  I  trust  the  Lord  will  enable  you 
to  consummate  it.  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 


Report  oi*  Rev.  John  Orcutt,  Traveling  Secretary. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  January  15,  1857. 
Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Cor.  Sec.  J.  C.  S. 

Dear  Sir: — As  Traveling  Secretary  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
the  Board  of  Directors  will  expect  from  me  a  report  of  my  labors  the  past  year. 

Owing  to  a  failure  to  obtain  a  suitable  person  to  take  my  place  as  agent  for 
Connecticut  until  September,  it  seemed  desirable  that  I  should  spend  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  first  half  of  the  year  as  collecting  agent  in  this  State. 
The  amount  contributed  in  the  State  during  this  period  was  $3,660.62. 

The  appropriation  made  by  the  State  in  1853,  for  the  transportation  of  emi- 
grants to  Liberia,  being  chiefly  expended,  an  application  was  made  to  the 
legislature  at  its  last  session  for  another  similar  appropriation,  which  was 
granted  in  a  sum  of  $1,000— giving  for  the  transportation  and  benefit  of  each 
emigrant  seventy-five  dollars,  instead  of  fifty  as  before  provided. 

Though  Connecticut  has  participated  with  the  other  states  in  the  political 
excitements  of  the  year,  which  for  the  time  operated  against  us,  she  has  fur- 
nished two  valuable  emigrants,  and  has  paid  into  your  treasury,  including  a 
legacy  of  $5,000,  between  nine  and  ten  thousand  dollars;  and  by  the  judicious 
and  faithful  labors  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Warren,  who  has  succeeded  me,  we  may 
confidently  expect  the  state  fully  to  sustain  any  charitable  reputation  she  has 
acquired  in  this  behalf. 
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My  labors  out  of  Connecticut  have  been  confined  to  the  other  New  England 
States,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say,  I  have  been  treated 
with  much  respect  and  kindness  wherever  I  have  been,  and  have  found  many 
warm  friends  to  sympathise  and  co-operate  with  me  in  the  work.*  To  all  such 
I  would  here  tender  my  most  hearty  thanks. 

0.1  account  of  the  excited  state  of  the  public  mind,  it  was  thought  best  to 
defer  any  attempt  to  form  new  societies,  or  to  do  much  by  way  of  public  ad- 
dress unless  it  be  on  the  Sabbath.  To  collect  an  audience  during  the  week 
merely  for  colonization  purposes,  was  found  to  be  no  easy  thing.  While, 
therefore,  I  have  endeavored  to  keep  the  cause  favorably  before  the  community 
by  publishing  interesting  facts  connected  with  its  progress,  and  by  a  free  dis- 
tribution of  printed  documents  on  the  subject,  it  has  been  my  leading  object  to 
reach  as  many  people  as  1  could  by  public  address  on  the  Sabbath;  and  I 
have  been  permitted  to  present  the  cause  in  some  of  its  aspects  to  fifty  or  more 
of  the  largest  congregations  in  New  England — usually  preaching  twice,  and 
often  three  times,  the  same  day.  I  have  visited  for  this  purpose,  and  have  been 
admitted  into  important  churches  in  Providence,  Newport,  Brunswick,  Port- 
land, Manchester,  Concord,  Burlington,  Middlebury,  Castleton,  Brattleboro', 
Springfield,  Worcester,  Charlestown,  Cambridge,  and  Boston — not  to  mention 
several  smaller  towns  where  f  have  been  welcomed. 

In  most  of  these  churches  the  subject  had  not  been  presented  for  many 
years,  in  some  of  them,  never. 

Jn  regard  to  obtaining  funds,  the  last  has  been  the  hardest  year  I  have 
experienced  in  the  service — not  so  much  from  a  want  of  interest  in  the  cause 
as  from  an  excess  of  interest  in  something  else.  The  whole  amount  of  my 
collections  falls  a  little  short  of  $5,000;  a  portion  of  which  was  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  State  societies  where  it  was  collected,  and  not  reported  by  me 
to  the  Parent  Society. 

By  special  invitation  I  was  present  and  made  an  address  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Maine  State  Colonization  Society  at  Bath.  Also  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Methodist  Conference  held  at  Gardiner,  Bishop  Waugh  presiding. 

This  Conference  embraces  about  half  of  the  State,  and  was  fully  attended. 
I  was  kindly  allowed  by  that  body  to  occupy  one  hour  and  a  half  in  the  ad- 
vocacy of  the  cause.  I  also  attended  and  addressed  the  anniversary  of  the 
Verrja«)t  State  Colonization  Society  at  Montpeher,  at  which,  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  state,  the  Rev.  J.  K.  Converse  was  appointed  their  agent.  Mr. 
Converse  will  devote  his  time  to  the  work,  and  from  his  thorough  acquaint, 
ance  with  the  subject,  and  his  high  reputation  in  the  state,  there  is  every 
reason  to  expect  that  the  cause  will  prosper  in  that  community.  I  have  been 
present  and  allowed  a  word  in  favor  of  the  object  at  several  other  public  gath- 
erings; but  I  regard  my  Sabbatli  efforts  as  by  far  the  most  efficient  for  good. 
This  remark  I  would  have  cover  the  entire  period  of  my  agency.  Each 
succeeding  year  of  service  has  deepened  the  conviction  that  little  comparatively 
can  be  accomplished  in  behalf  of  the  cause  without  access  to  the  pulpit  on  the 
Sabbath. 

There  is  a  view  of  the  subject  adapted  to  disabuse  the   mind  of  prejudice 

and  awaken  an  interest,  which  is,  at  the  same  time,  congenial  with  the  holy 

day.     If  this  view   could    be    presented  in  every  pulpit,  the  work  would  go 

forward  with  greatly  increased  progress.     We  need  a  preaching  and  a  col- 
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lecting  agency:  they  may  or  may  not  be  combined  in  the  same  person;  but 
let  the  soiver  go  before  the  reaper.  One  reason  why  Boston  has  not  doubled 
and  quadrupled  her  contributions  to  this  object  is,  the  people  need  light  which 
can  be  imparted  only  from  the  pulpit — for  the  very  good  reason,  they 
can  be  reached  nowhere  else.  The  same  is  true  of  other  places.  I  believe 
there  is  much  land  yet  to  be  possessed  by  us  mainly  through  the  pulpit. 
Would  that  each  pastor  felt  a  sufficient  interest  in  the  cause  to  build  the  portion 
of  the  wall  over  against  his  own  house.  It  has  been  intimated  that  one  very 
respectable  denomination  of  christians  in  Connecticut  will  soon  undertake 
this  work.     May  others  do  likewise! 

I  do  confidently  anticipate  better  times.  I  shall  be  disappointed  if  the  receipts 
of  the  Society  should  not  be  much  increased  the  coming  year.  In  my  appre- 
hension, the  public  mind  is  prepared  to  look  at  this  matter  of  colonization  with 
more  favor;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  interesting  events  connected  with 
its  progress  the  past  year,  are  themselves  most  eloquent  appeals  in  its  behalf. 
Few  have  been  the  years  of  its  history,  containing  more  to  encourage  and 
less  to  dishearten  its  friends.  It  is  true  the  Society  has  been  obliged  to  contend 
with  pecuniary  embarrassment  and  some  other  undesirable  things;  but  these 
should  be  regarded  as  mere  eddies  in  a  stream  whose  course  is  onward. 

What  great  scheme  of  philanthopy  has  had  fewer  obstacles  to  encounter? 

African  colonization,  be  it  remembered,  is  no  longer  a  mere  abstract  theory;, 
it  is  a  practical  reality;  a  great  fact,  standing  out  in  bold  relief  for  the  in- 
spection and  instruction  of  the  civilized  world.  The  first  chapters  of  its  history- 
are  given  to  the  present  generation;  the  remaining  ones  are  reserved  for  the 
perusal  and  admiration  ol  generations  to  come. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  humble  servant, 

Jno.  Orcutt. 


APPENDIX. 


Exploration  of  the  Niger. 

KEV.  THOMAS  .JEFFERSON  BOWEN>S  LETTER  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
COMMERCE  IS  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  author  of  this  letter  has  greatly  distinguished  himself  by  his  bolt!  and 
persevering  exploration  of  a  region  of  Africa  hitherto  but  liitie  known,  and 
by  his  wise  measures  to  plant  the  Christian  Church  amid  the  populous  cities 
of  Yoruba.  We  trust  the  information  he  brings  from  that  country,  and  the 
views  he  submits  of  its  commercial  resources,  will  secure  from  our  govern- 
ment the  object  he  deems  so  important — an  Exploration  of  the  Niger. 

Washington,  February  4,  1857. 
Dear  Sir: — 

Your  note  of  yesterday  has  been  brought  in  this  morning,#and  I  proceed  at 
once  to  answer  your  enquiries. 

The  extensive  country  of  Sudan,  or  Central  Africa,  lying  on  both  sides  nf 
the  Niger,  is  very  different  in  most  respects  from  Western  Africa,  or  Guinea. 
The  surface  of  the  country  is  generally  undulating,  the  soil  more  or  less  pro- 
ductive, the  streams  numerous,  clear  and  rocky,  and  the  scenery  beautiful. 
Most  of  the  country  is  open  and  grassy,  with  scattering  trees,  which  give  it 
very  much  the  appearance  of  the  muskit  prairies  in  western  Texas. 

So  far  as  1  have  seen  and  heard  from  native  travelers,  there  are  no  chains  of 
mountains  of  considerable  length;  but  short  chains  and  patches  of  mountainous 
hills  are  common  in  some  districts,  and  we  frequently  meet  with  isolated  hills, 
some  of  which  are  immense  masses  of  granite,  arising  abruptly  from  the  plain. 
The  elevation  of  the  land,  as  we  proceed  from  the  roast,  is  gradual,  so  as  to  be 
favorable  to  the  opening  of  roads,  and  yet  .  in  Clappertou 

rost  and  ice  in  the  Hausa  country  within  twelve  degrees  of  the  equator. 
The  Puloh  (or  Fellatah)  people,  who  inhabit  that  country,  have  told  me  of  ice, 
which  they  call  galada  Wheat  is  a  common  crop  on  the  table  lands  of  Hausa 
mid  Kanike  (or  Burnu.) 

The  people  of  Sudan  are  of  two  classes,  called  in  that  country  "  black  men" 
and  "red  men."  The  latter  may  be  described  as  woolly-headed  Indians. — 
They  are  numer  Ih   sides  of  the  Niger,  amounting  perhaps  in  all  to 

twenty  or  thirty  millions.  Some  of  them,  as  the  Puiohs,  are  Mohammedans, 
but  others,  mentioned  by  Caille,  like  many  of  the  blacks  in  Sudan,  are  heathen. 
I  Africa  includes  numerous  kingdoms,  most  of  which  acknowledge  the 
authority  of  the  Puloh  Emperor,  who  resides  at  Solcoto.  These  countries  are 
generally  populous.  Some  of  their  numerous  towns  are  very  extensive,  but 
v.  e  can  scarcely  make  a  satisfactory  conjecture  as  to  the  number  of  inhal 

Abbeokuta,  about  sixty  miles  from  the  sea,  in  the  liitie  kingdom  oi 
hits  been  measured,     it  is  nearly  four  miles  in  length,  from  one  and  a  half  to 
three  miles  in  breadth,  and  perhaps  twelve  miles  in  circuit.     Our  estimates  of 
the  population  vary  from  sixty  thousand  to  one  hundred  thousand.     Between 
Abbeokuta  and  the  Niger,  that  is,  within  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
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miles,  there  are  more  than  a  dozen  large  towns,  some  of  which  are  more  popu- 
lous than  Abbeokuta.  The  greatest  oi*  these  in  reputation,  if  not  in  size,  is 
Ilorrin,  the  capital  of  ajittle  Puloh  kingdom  of  the  same  name.  Here  are  many- 
red  or  light  colored  people,  and  thousands  of  men  who  can  read  and  write 
Arabic,  the  only  kind  of  writing  known  in  Sudan.  Large  towns  are  found  in 
Barba  (or  Borghoo,)  Nufe,  Jakobu,  Ilausa  Kanike,  and  various  other  king- 
doms. But  according  to  the  people  of  Ilorrin,  the  largest  of  all  African  towns 
is  Ohwoh,  six  days'  journey  (say  one  hundred  miles)  beyond  the  Niger.  We 
have  rot  yet  been  able  to  visit  this  town,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  business. 

Central  African  houses  are  built  in  Moorish  style,  large  and  low,  with  many 
rooms  opening  into  au  interior  court.  TJie  walls  are  made  of  clay,  which  bakes 
hard  in  the  sun,  and  tne  roofs  are  generally  thatched  with  grass.  A  single 
house  contains  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  persons.  In  some  respects  the 
Sudanese  are  considerably  advanced  from  mere  barbarism.  Whether  heathens 
or  Mohammedans,  they  are  clad  in  trowsers  and  tunics.  They  are  remarkably 
courteous  in  their  social  intercourse.  Their  women  do  not  labor  in  the  farms. 
Several  rude  arts  are  commonly  practiced,  as  the  smelting  of  iron,  and  in  some 
places  of  copper  and  lead;  the  manufacture  of  hoes,  axes,  adzes,  knives,  and 
swords;  the  spinning  of  cotton  and  silk,  (the  latter  a  new  article  worthy  of  our 
better  acquaintance,)  weaving  and  tailoring,  both  cf  which  are  regular  profes- 
sions; dying  blue,  yellow  and  red;  soap  making;  brewing  corn  and  millet; 
making  palm  and  grass  hats;  also  saddles,  bridles  and  sandals,  and  a  sort  of 
shoes  and  boots.  Three  towns  in  Nufe  have  the  art  of  working  in  glass,  and 
they  produce  an  article  which  it  is  said  cannot  be  successfully  imitated  in 
Europe. 

But  the  great  business  of  the  people  is  agriculture,  in  which  they  are  far 
more  skillful  and  industrious  than  we  have  supposed.  The  farms  of  some  large 
cities  extend  to  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles  from  the  town  walls.  The  prin- 
cipal crops  are  Indian  corn,  the  same  as  our  own,  and  the  tropical  yam.  But 
they  also  plant  cotton,  sugar  cane,  beans  and  peas,  sweet  potatoes,  cassava, 
ground  peas,  ginger,  red  pepper,  &c,  and  the  country  is  admirably  adapted  to 
coffee  and  other  tropical  productions  of  great  value  to  the  civilized  world.  The 
domestic  animals  are  the  same  as  our  own;  a  fine  breed  of  cattle,  two  kinds  of 
sheep,  the  bearded  ram  being  peculiar  to  that  country,  goats,  hogs,  horses, 
asses,  &c.  Some  of  the  horses  brought  to  Ilorrin  by  the  Moors  and  Arabs, 
have  sold,  as  I  am  assured,  for  one  thousand  dollars,  but  the  price  of  a  pony 
varies  from  fifteen  to  thirty  dollars. 

The  Sudanese  are  not  an  indolent  people.  They  rise  early,  and  their  daily 
markets  are  stocked  with  provisions,  animals  and  all  other  articles  known  in 
the  country.  Another  great  branch  of  industry  in  Sudan  is  traffic.  In  my  first 
journey  to  Ilorrin  I  Iraveled  with  a  caravan  of  traders,  which  could  not  have 
numbered  much  less  than  three  thousand  persons.  Large  caravans  are  con- 
stantly arriving  at  Ilorrin  from  all  directions,  and  the  same  is  going  on  at  all 
the  other  great  centres  of  Central  African  trade.  Their  merchandise  consists 
of  innumerable  things  provided  in  the  country,  from  the  simple  water  gourd  to 
the  large  elephant's  tooth  which  it  requires  two  men  to  carry;  and  of  many 
articles  from  Europe  and  America,  from  the  tobacco  pipe  to  the  piece  of  red 
velvet  worth  sixty  dollars.  Some  of  the  principal  exports  from  Sudan,  if  the 
trade  were  opened,  would  be  gold,  ivory,  gums,  palm-oil,  vegetable  butter, 
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hides,  cinnamon,  and  indigo  of  unrivalled  quality.  Some  of  the  imports  would 
be  various  kinds  of  cloth,  blankets,  felt  hats,  coral  beads  and  other  ornaments, 
tobacco,  which  is  used  by  every  body,  male  and  female,  guns  and  gunpowder. 
All  the  millions  of  Central  Africa  desire  to  buy  something,  and  all  by  one 
means  or  another  could  pay  for  it.  At  present  the  principal  foreign  trade  of  the 
countries  beyond  the  Niger  is  carried  on  across  the  great  desert  by  means  of 
camels — (see  McColloh's  Commercial  Dictionary,  and  other  similar  authorities.) 
Moorish  and  Arabian  merchants  penetrate  to  every  part  of  the  country  and 
sometimes  remain  for  years,  till  they  have  grown  wealthy.  I  saw  persons  of 
this  class  at  Ilorrin,  who  professed  to  have  been  at  Constantinople  and  Alex- 
andria. One  of  them  told  me  he  had  seen  the  flag  of  my  country  on  the  Medi- 
terranean. 

The  people  of  western  Sudan  tratle  principally  to  the  coast  of  Guinea.  Being 
afraid  to  risk  themselves  among  the  savages  along  the  coast,  they  meet  them  at 
such  intermediate  points  as  Kumasi  and  Gonga,  and  exchange  the  productions 
of  Sudan  for  the  manufactures  of  civilized  nations.  As  the  barbarianaipf  Guinea 
derive  great  profit  from  the  trade,  they  are  anxious  to  preserve  it,  not  only  by 
keeping  the  Sudanese  away  from  the  coast,  but  by  preventing  white  men  from 
entering  Sudan.  When  I  attempted  to  reach  the  interior  from  Liberia  in  1850, 
I  met  with  much  trouble  from  this  jealousy,  and  was  finally  compelled  to  return 
after  penetrating  the  country  to  a  distance  of  ninety  miles.  This  double  fraud 
upon  commerce  injures  both  the  Central  African  and  the  white  man,  while  it  is 
really  no  advantage  to  the  Guinea  man,  whose  debauchery  and  barbarism  in- 
crease with  the  increare  of  his  wealth. 

We  may  hope  that,  before  many  years  the  commerce  of  Central  Africa  will 
be  diverted  from  the  paths  of  the  desert  and  the  forests  of  Guinea  to  its  ap- 
parently natural  outlet,  the  Niger.  If  this,  or  something  analogous,  cannot  be 
done,  one  of  the  fiinest  countries  within  the  tropics  must  still  remain  cut  off" 
from  the  civilized  world  without  a  development  of  its  great  natural  resources. 

It  is  still  a  problem,  however,  whether  the  Niger  can  be  made  available  for 
this  purpose.  Perhaps  its  navigation  may  be  rendered  impossible  by  rapids; 
or  the  climate  may  be  fatal  to  white  men;  or  the  people  might  rob  and  murder 
our  traders;  or  the  productions  of  the  country  may  not  be  worth  the  cost  of 
getting  at  them.  All  these  are  questions  which  nothing  but  facts  can  decide. 
Seven  years  ago  the  prospect  of  establishing  Christian  Missions  in  Central 
Africa  was  pronounced  chimerical;  nearly  four  years  was  consumed  in  explo- 
ration. Our  line  of  stations,  commenced  three  years  ago,  now  extends  to  the 
furthest  border  of  Yoruba,  the  first  division  of  Sudan.  The  problem  has  been 
solved,  and  our  hopes  more  than  realized. 

One  of  the  steamers  in  Laird  and  Oldfields'  expedition,  ascended  the  Niger  to 
Rabba  in  Nufe.  With  them  exploration  was  a  secondary  object,  and  they  made 
no  attempt  to  proceed  farther.  If  their  design  had  been  to  explore  the  river  to 
the  head  of  navigation,  they  might  perhaps  have  moored  their  boat  at  Sego  or 
Kaba,  2,000  miles  from  the  sea,  and  have  returned  in  triumph;  but  now  their 
expedition  stands  recorded  as  a  paralyzing  failure. 

The  only  place  at  which  we  have  reason  to  fear  obstruction,  is  near  Busa. 
Unfortunately  the  Landers  made  but  lew  careful  observations;  but  we  learn 
from  them  that  the  river  here  is  not  so  rapid,  but  that  the  natives  are  in  the 
constant  habit  of  paddling  up  it  in  their  canoes.     Lander  himself  went  in  a 
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canoe  from  Busa  to  Yami,  and  descended  thence  to  the  sea,  According  to 
Caille  the  Niger  above  Timbuctu  is  still  several  hundred  yards  in  width,  and 
affords  good  navigation.  Park  descended  from  above  Timbuctu-,  in  a  vessel 
which  he  called  a  schooner,  and  lost  his  life  at  Busa,  through  the  mistake  of 
firing  on  the  people,  who  are  now  known  to  be  a  harmless,  well  disposed  race. 

It  is  very  probable  that  a  light  draught  steamer  could  ascend  the  Niger  to 
Sego,  more  than  1,500  miles  from  the  sea,  at  almost  any  season. 

The  delta  of  the  Niger  is  very  sickly,  but  a  steamer  can  soon  pass  through 
the  swamps  to  an  open  and  rocky  country,  similar  to  that  which  we  now  occupy 
in  Yoruha.  Laird  and  Oldfield,  intent  on  .buying  ivory,  remained  far  too  long 
in  the  low  country,  and  the  mortality  of  their  men  is  plainly  attributable  to 
other  causes  besides  malaria.  The  Chadda  expedition,  in  1854,  returned  to 
the  coast  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man  by  disease  or  accident. 

There  might  be  some  danger  of  an  attack  from  the  Moors  at  Timbuctu,  but  a 
very  littje  powder  and  ball  would  probably  bring  them  to  terms.  At  the  worst 
there  could  be  no  real  danger  to  the  steamer;  and  judging  from  the  spirit  of  the 
Moors  whom  I  have  seen  in  Africa,  those  of  Timbuctu  would  hail  the  arrival 
of  the  steamer  with  joy.  There  is  nothing  to  fear  from  the  blacks.  I  live 
among  them,  within  sixty  miles  of  the  Niger,  in  perfect  security  of  life  and 
property.     We  could  reside  on  the  bank  of  the  river  in  equal  safety. 

Neither  Laird  and  Oldfield,  nor  the  late  Chadda  Expedition,  were  able  to 
make  money  by  the  adventure.  The  reason  of  the  failure  in  this  respect  is  very 
obvious.  The  centres  of  trade  where  the  valuable  commodities  of  the  country 
are  accumulated,  are  not  on  the  Niger,  but  at  various  distances  from  it,  in  the 
large  cities  which  are  sustained  by  the  caravan  traffic  across  the  desert  and  to 
the  western  coast.  The  navigation  of  the  Niger  would  create  new  centres  of 
trade,  which  would  call  the  productions  of  the  cosntry  to  the-lbanks  of  the 
stream,  and  the  caravan  trade  to  Tripoli  and  Guinea  would  be  broken  up. 
Every  year  would  add  to  the  civilization  of  the  country  and  to  the  development 
of  its  resources,  until  finally  the  traffic  with  the  millions  of  people  in  Central 
Africa  would  be  worth  millions  of  dollars  per  annum. 

Truly  yours, 

T.  J.  Bowen. 
Hon.  E.  E.  Washburn. 


APPENDIX. 


39 


Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer. 


Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer. 

This  eminent  statesman  and  philanthropist  returned,  some  months  ago,  from 
Europe,  where  he  has  visited  many  countries,  and  during  three  years,  as  his 
health  and  opportunities  permitted,  urged  the  vital  importance,  as  the  only 
effectual  and  permanent  remedy  for  the  African  Slave  Trade,  of  the  denunciation 
of  this  traffic  as  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations.  Several  very  valuable  publica- 
tions were  made  by  Mr.  Mercer  on  this  subject  while  abroad;  and  of  great 
interest  and  force  among  them,  is  the  following  able  and  eloquent  letter  to 
Lord  Clarendon. 


AFRICAN  SLAVE  TRADE. 

A  copy  of  certain  Resolutions  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  adopted  at 
separate  general  meetings  thereof,  in  1827  and  1855. 

Whereas,  to  the  affliction  of  the  Christian  world,  the  African  slave  trade, 
notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  to  suppress  it,  still  exists,  and  is  conducted  with 
enhanced  profit  and  aggravated  cruelty,  by  the  resources  of  one  continent,  to 
the  dishonor  of  another,  and  to  an  extent  little  short  of  the  desolation  of  a 
third  ;  and  it  has  become  apparent  that  this  immoral  traffic,  long  since  pro- 
hibited by  all  Christian  nations,  will  continue  to  exist  so  long  as  there  remains 
a  flag  to  cover  it  from  detection,  a  market  for  its  victims,  and  the  African  coast 
lies  open  to  its  incursions. 

And  whereas  its  utter  abolition  is  essential  to  the  security  of  all  African  la- 
bor, and  its  abolition,  as  a  safeguard  of  African  colonization,  was  avowed  to 
be  one  of  the  objects  of  the  American  Society  for  colonizing,  icith  their  own 
consent,  the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States,  in  Africa  ;  and  it  has  at 
all  times,  since  the  organization  of  the  Society,  been  steadily  promoted  by  the 
members  and  friends  thereof,  in  the  legislative  councils  of  the  Union,  both 
State  and  federal. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  present  memo- 
rials to  the  sovereign  authority  of  every  maritime  power  of  Europe  and  Amer- 
ica, earnestly  to  solicit  the  denunciation  of  the  African  slave  trade  as  piracy 
under  the  law  of  nations. 

General  Mercer,  General  Jones,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie,  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  carry  into  effect  the  foregoing  Resolution. 

On  the  20th  day  of  January,  1855,  the  following  Resolution  was  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Directors,  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

"Whereas  the  Board  of  Directors  have  learned  that  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Mer- 
cer, one  of  the  earliest,  most  constant,  and  able  friends,  and  a  Vice  President 
of  this  Society,  is  now  visiting  at  his  own  expense,  and  from  the  noblest  im- 
pulses of  humanity,  the  governments  of  Europe,  with  the  view  of  uniting  their 
councils  and  sentiments,  in  such  policy  as  shall  result  in  the  prohibition  of  the 
slave  trade  as  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations  ;  Resolved,  That  the  Board  express 
their  high  sense  of  the  past  and  present  eminent  services  of  the  Hon.  C.  F. 
Mercer,  in  the  cause  of  this  Society,  his  country,  and  humanity,  and  their 
earnest  hope  that  the  efforts  in  which  he  is  engaged  may  be  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. " 
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40  Sr.  James's  Street,  London, 

.lugust  13th,  1855. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Right.  Honorable  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Secretary  of 

Foreign  Affairs : — 

My  Lord  : — Allow  me  to  hope,  that  the  accompanying  resolutions  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  the  purpose  which  prompted  their  adop- 
tion, will  plead  my  apology  Cor  withdrawing,  for  a  few  moments,  your  Lord- 
ship's attention  from  more  urgent  cares. 

For  I  cannot  suppose,  that  your  Lordship  will  regard,  with  indifference,  the 
efforts  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  to  abolish  the  African  slave 
trade,  or  refuse  to  consider  the  only  mode,  in  which,  experience  demonstrates 
the  practicability  of  doing  so  ;  at  the  same  time,  that  it,  discloses  the  futility  of 
the  measures,  hitherto  devised  lor  that  end. 

The  rejection,  by  France,  of  the  Quintuple  treaty  negotiated,  in  London* 
fourteen  years  ago,  leaves  the  British  remedy  for  that  atrocious  crime,  where 
it  stood,  anterior  to  that  negotiation  ;  with  the  single  qualification,  of  the 
treaty  of  Washington,  by  which,  Great  Britain  and  America  provided  a  stipu- 
lated force,  to  guard  against  the  removal  of  slaves  from  the  Western  coast  of 
Africa. 

That  treaty  could  not  contemplate  a  similar  action,  to  the  north  of  that  con- 
tinent, nor  was  it  intended  to  operate  alons;  the  more  extensive  Eastern  shores 
visited  by  the  slave  trade.  Yet,  I  need  not  apprize  your  Lordship,  that  the 
slave  trade  is,  still,  carried  on  as  well,  to  the  Mediterranean,  through  Moroc- 
co, Tripoli,  Nubin,  Abyssinia  and  Egypt,  as  along  the  Mozambique  channel, 
opposite  to  Madagascar,  and  to  the  north  and  south  of  that  Island  ;  such  are 
the  recently  augmented  profits,  as  to  more  than  balance  the  additional  cost  of 
a  prolonged  transportation,  to  the  markets  of  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  and  Brazil,  as 
well  as  to  the  European  and  Asiatic  dominions  ol  Turkey. 

It  is,  equally  well  known,  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  Governments  of  our 
respective  countries,  differ  in  their  construction  of  that  law  of  nations,  which 
secures  immunity  to  the  flag  of  every  country  from  the  right  of  search,  or  vhil, 
in  time  of  peace.  So  it  is  regarded,  by  the  Government  of  tire  United  States, 
which  perceives  r.o  distinction,  and  finds  none  laid  down,  either  by  the  British 
courts  of  admiralty,  or  other  exponents  of  international  law,  or  usage,  be- 
tween the  rights  of  visit,  and  of  seurcli.  The  American  Government  considers 
either  right,  if  there  be  such  a  distinction,  as  appertaining  solely,  to  a  state  of 
war,  and  denies  to  the  British  squadron,  on  the  African  coast,  the  power  to 
arrest  an  American  slave  ship,  bearing  the  American  flag. 

The  correspondence  of  the  two  governments,  on  this  very  delicate  ques- 
tion, manifests  a  difference  of  construction,  in  relation  to  the  right  of  visit, 
which  has  led  to  controversies  of  a  serious  and  irritating  nature  ;  that,  under 
less  favorable  circumstances  of  forbearance,  on  both  sides,  might  tend  to  con- 
sequences, fatal  to  the  peace,  which  now,  so  happily  unites  two  countries  mu- 
tually and  greatly  dependent  on  each  other. 

The  immediate  consequence  of  this  difference  of  opinion,  as  regards  the 
treaty  of  Washington,  has  been  greatly  to  impair  its  value,  as  a  restraint  upon 
the  slave  trade  ;  and  to  deny  to  Africa,  the  protection,  the  treaty  was  designed 
to  afford  her.  The  public  attention,  in  America,  has  been  recently  invited, 
by  the  Federal  Circuit  Court  of  New  York,  to  the  revival  of  the 
trade,   by  repeated  adventures,  set  on  foot,  in  the  chief  city  of  that  State. 


APPENDIX. 


41 


Hon.  Clin  lies  Fenton  Mercer. 


The  ingenuity  of  the  adventurers  has  been  found  to  baffle  the  justice  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  render  important,  its  severe  enactments  against  the  vio- 
lators of  the  law.  In  like,  manner,  the  impunity  of  the  slave  trader,  and  the 
enhancement  of  his  profits,  by  the  great  augmentation  of  the  value  of  his  vic- 
tims, more  than  trebled,  in  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  have  combined,  in 
various  modes,  to  render  nugatory  the  existing  system  for  the  abolition  of  this 
abhorrent  traffic,  proposed  by  Great  Britain  and  rejected  by  almost  all  the 
neighboring  continent. 

It  is  a  system  which  in  allowing  the  violators  of  its  provisions,  to  choose  the 
tribunal  by  which  they  may  be  tried,  as  remote  from  the  evidence  of  their 
guilt  as  they  might  please  to  select,  assures  to  them  absolute  impunity,  but  at 
the  inconvenient  cost  of  removing  them  and  the  witnesses  to  prove  their  guilt, 
when  practicable,  far  from  the  court  that  condemned  their  vessels. 

The  fact  is  moreover  notorious,  that  so  little  value  is  set  on  the  vessels  en- 
gaged in  this  trade,  that  the  condemnation  and  forfeiture  of  half  a  dozen  of 
them  is  repaid  by  the  successful  voyage  of  one  :  and  it  is  not  uncommon  for 
the  crew  to  destroy,  on  the  Cuban  coast,  their  piratical  vessel,  as  soon  as  its 
canro  has  been  landed. 

The  simplicity  of  the  American  proposition  for  abolishing  this  crime  is  there- 
fore recommended  by  its  comprehending  the  punishment  of  the  criminal  as 
well  as  the  condemnation  of  his  vessel,  and  that  it  effects  both,  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  any  court  of  competent  authority,  to  punish  piracy  on  the 
high  seas. 

Nor  can  it  be  regarded,  by  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  as  a  con- 
sideration wholly  without  weight,  that  to  make  the  slave  trade  piracy,  avoids 
an  acknowledgment  of  error  on  the  part  of  either  as  to  the  true  import  of  the 
terms  visit  and  search  in  time  of  profound  peace. 

For  all  questions,  as  to  the  different  import  of  these  disputed  terms,  will, 
thenceforth  cease.  The  new  piracy  can  be  put  down,  as  the  old  has  been, 
which  is  now  scarcely  ever  heard  of. 

Every  lawful  cruiser,  can  stop,  search,  detain  and  transport;  and  every 
government  try  and  punish  him.  In  a  few  years,  such  piracy,  will  be  un- 
known ;  but,  in  the  records  of  its  past  existence.  Among  the  many  argu- 
ments, in  favor  of  the  substitution  of  this,  the  American  remedy  for  the  Af- 
rican slave  trade,  there  is  one  that  should  not  be  omitted.  It  is,  that  the 
growth  of  Sierra  Leone,  a  city  of  sixteen  thousand  inhabitants  ;  and  the  yet 
more  remarkable  example  furnished  by  the  unprecedented  rise,  progress,  and 
present  prosperity  of  the  independent  republic  of  Liberia,  under  whose  mild 
government,  300,000  people  find  security  and  happiness,  manifest  the  facility, 
with  which  a  lawful,  and  lucrative  commerce,  in  the  fruits  of  African  labor, 
may  be  made  to  supplant  the  inhuman  traffic,  now  universally  forbidden,  in 
the  persons  of  the  laborers  themselves. 

With  this  view,  I  had  the  honor,  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  of  introducing 
into  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  an  amendment  of  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  to  make  the  African  slave  trade  piracy,  by  statutes;  and, 
shortly  after,  of  submitting  to  the  same  House,  a  resolution,  requesting  President 
Monroe  to  institute  negotiations,  among  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and 
America  to  incorporate  in  the  law  of  nations,  a  denunciation  of  that  iniquitoua 
traffic,  as  piracy,  by  their  concurrent  assent,  so  as  to  render  such  an  interdict 
of  that  crime,  part  of  that  law,  and  capable  of  being  enforced  by  every  criminal 
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court  of  competent  jurisdiction.  There  were,  in  a  House  of  14G  members, 
but  nine  votes  against  this  resolution.  In  1831,  I  successfully  repeated  this 
motion  without  hearing  a  dissentient  voice. 

America,  so  often  reproached  with  slavery,  that  she  owes  to  Europe,  has 
never  revoked  her  denunciation  of  this  trade  as  piracy,  and  her  unanimous 
resolution  thus  utterly  to  abolish  it,  in  the  only  practicable  mode. 

In  1824,  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  shortly  after,  the  then  con- 
federated States,  comprising  the  republic  of  Columbia,  acceded  to  this  proposal 
of  the  United  States.  There,  unfortunately  for  Africa,  it  has  been  permitted 
to  rest. 

Is  not  the  present  period,  favorable  to  its  renewal,  and  to  its  complete  suc- 
cess? Two  years  have  elapsed,  since  I  landed  on  this  continent,  a  fourth  time, 
in  half  a  century  past. 

I  have  traversed  Europe,  from  Naples,  to  St.  Petersburg,  and  from  St. 
Petersburg  returned  by  Revel  to  France,  which  I  left,  in  November  last.  I 
heard,  nowhere,  a  voice  raised  against  the  American  proposition,  to  make  the 
slave  trade  piracy,  although  a  fact  unknown  in  America  for  some  time  after  Count 
Nesselrode  had  suggested  the  idea  in  presence  of  his  sovereign,  at  the  confer- 
ences held  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  the  protocols  of  which  in  1818,  were  transmitted 
to  Lord  Bathurst  by  Lord  Castlereah,  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Great  Britain  at  these  conferences,  and  published  by  the  order  of 
the  House  of  Commons  in  1819.  Neither  the  Russian  Minister,  nor  his  sove- 
reign has  changed  his  opinion,  on  this  subject — as  the  Quintuple  treaty  bore 
witness  in  1841. 

In  Italy,  I  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  memorializing  his  Holiness, 
the  Pope,  on  the  subject,  who  favorably  received  the  memorial,  and  returned 
to  France,  at  the  close  of  November  last,  persuaded  that,  with  the  assent  of 
her  Emperor,  the  concurrence  of  the  civilized  world  could  be  procured  to  the 
denunciation  as  piracy  of  a  traffic,  already  prohibited,  by  all  Europe,  with 
the  solitary  exception  of  Turkey.  In  passing  through  Berne,  I  was  assured, 
through  the  American  resident  Minister,  by  the  representative  of  Sardinia,  that 
he  did  not  doubt  the  ready  acquiescence  of  his  government  ;  and  the  Quintuple 
treaty  has  recorded  that  of  Austria,  and  Prussia,  as  well  as  Russia,  though  its 
rejection  by  France,  has  destroyed  its  validity.  On  the  present  war  in  which 
for  the  first  time,  in  several  centuries,  England  is  united  with  France,  may  not 
reliance  be  had,  to  overcome  the  objections,  openly  avowed,  by  the  latter  in 
1817;  to  any  exchange  of  the  right  of  search.  None  of  these  objections,  though 
repeated  in  1824,  by  Count  Chateaubriand  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  apply  to  the  present 
relations  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  if  indeed,  the  American  proposition, 
were  identical,  with  that  of  Great  Britain,  which  France  has  twice  rejected. 
The  war  is  avowedly  waged,  for  the  protection  of  the  Turkish  Empire  ;  and 
the  Sultan  of  Constantinople,  having  already  prohibited,  to  his  subjects, 
the  trade  in  Circassian  slaves,  by  which  they  have  hitherto  filled  their  harems, 
cannot  refuse  to  Great  Britain  and  France,  contending  for  the  preservation  of 
his  Empire,  the  abolition  of  a  traffic,  which  tears  her  children,  from  the 
bosom  of  Africa,  to  drag  them,  over  the  burning  sands  of  the  desert  of  Za- 
harah,  in  a  mournful  journey  of  more  than  seventy  days,  to  the  Egyptian 
markets  of  Cairo  and  Alexandria. 

I  have  heard  it  said,  that  this  i3  not  a  time  to  concert,  and  execute,  a  great 
measure;  it  being,  a  period  of  war.     War,  where?     Waged  more  than  a  thou- 
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sand  miles,  from  the  belligerent  ally  of  Turkey,  nearest  to  its  present  theatre, 
and  rarely  mentioned,  in  the  fashionable  circles  of  Parisian  society,  nor  to  be 
discerned,  amidst  the  multiplying  embellishments  of  the  capital,  and  the  con- 
tinued improvements,  of  the  most  flourishing  country  in  Europe. 

But  has  war  been,  at  any  period  of  the  world,  fatal  to  great  achievements  in 
art  or  science;  or  to  the  indulgence  of  noble  and  generous  conceptions  ?  How 
seldom,  in  the  history  of  republican,  or  of  imperial  Rome,  was  the  Temple  of 
Janus  closed? 

When  did  Greece  flourish  most?  Was  it  not  in  the  age  of  Pericles,  and 
amidst  the  various  rich  trophies  of  the  Peloponnesian  war?  It  would  seem  that 
some  atonement,  for  the  calamities  of  war,  is  made  in  the  generous  sympathies 
it  creates,  and  fosters,  and  the  noble  enterprises,  to  which,  it  gives  birth. 

It  is  rumored,  my  Lord,  that  you  are,  shortly,  to  accompany  your  sovereign 
to  Paris;  for  which,  I  shall  set  out  to-day,  having  left  that  city,  not  many  days 
since,  to  solicit  the  aid  of  your  government  at  this  critical  period,  in  behalf  of 
an  afflicted  race. 

Would,  I  could  hope,  while  there,  to  hear  publicly  announced,  a  joint  decla- 
ration, by  France,  and  Great  Britain,  that  the  African  slave  trade  is  piracy. 
What  pleasure  would  it  impart  to  the  Christian  world  ! — Not  alone,  to  the 
widely  extended  Society,  which  J  so  unworthily  and  feebly  represent,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  very  near  seventy-three  years;  but  to  the  whole  christian 
people  of  the  thirty-one  United  States,  in  territory,  twice  exceeding  the  do- 
minions of  imperial  Rome;  and  in  population,  outnumbering  the  inhabitants  of 
the  British  European  isles;  and  all  Africa,  through  its  vast  domain,  exceeding 
in  extent  Europe  twice  repeated.  When  history  shall  come,  hereafter,  to  re- 
cord an  event,  so  glorious,  how  will  the  Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold,  on  which, 
Francis  the  First  saluted  the  last  Henry  of  England,  pale  it*  lustre,  before  the 
light  shed  upon  the  world,  by  a  proclamation  of  peace,  freedom,  and  indepen- 
dence, to  a  persecuted  and  blood-stained  continent,  involving  the  fate  of  count- 
less millions  of  the  human  race. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say,  that,  standing  on  the  verge  of  a  grave,  that 
will  shortly  swallow  up  the  last  of  my  name,  in  the  State  which  gave  me  birth, 
I  can  have  no  personal,  or  other  interest,  in  the  performance  of  the  duty,  cast 
upon  me,  very  long  ago,  by  the  most  distinguished  Society  in  America,  than 
faithfully  to  perform  it. 

I  have  the  honor,  my  Lord,  to  subscribe,  myself,  your  Lordship's  most 
obedient  servant,  C.  F.  Mercer. 


Foreign  Office,  Sept.  IS,  1855. 
Sir: 

I  am  directed  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  13th  ultimo,  and  I  am  to  express  to  you  his  Lordship's  best  thanks 
for  that  very  able  and  interesting  communication. 

Lord  Clarendon  also  directs  me  to  state,  that  he  entirely  concurs  in  your 
views  as  to  the  importance  of  the  slave  trade  being  made  piracy  by  all  govern- 
ments; and  that  his  Lordship's  best  exertions  will  not  be  wanting  to  secure 
that  desirable  object. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  Hammond. 
General  Mercer. 
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The  Ship  M.  C.  Stevens. 

"We  copied  into  the  last  number  of  our  Journal  lryich  of  interest  respecting 
this  new  vessel.  We  now  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  a  more 
minute  account  of  her  dimensions,  style  of  construction  and  finish.  We  also 
add  a  wood  cut  representing  her  as  under  sail,  and  another  giving  a  plan  of 
the  main  deck  and  cabin  as  viewed  from  above. 

Her  dimensions  in  carpenter's  measurement  are — length  142  feet,  extreme 
breadth  32  feet  10  inches,  depth  of  hold  19  feet — her  keel  is  in  two  depths 
of  15  inches  each,  the  frame  is  moulded  14  inches  at  the  keel  and  6|  inches 
at  the  head,  sided  9  and  10  inches,  with  cedar  and  locust  top  timbers,  she  has 
a  main  keelson  and  rider  keelson,  each  being  15  by  15  with  the  addition  of  a  4 
inch  capping,  making  the  entire  depth  from  the  top  of  the  rider  to  the  bottom 
of  tlie  keel  6  feet  and  4  inches  of  solid  work — there  is  also  a  sister  keelson  on 
each  side  of  the  main  one,  which  are  each  13  inches  square  and  bolted  to  floors, 
futtncks  and  through  the  main  keelsons — she  has  11  bilge  keelsons  commencing 
at  the  floor  heads  and  extending  to  the  lower  deck  clamps,  of  which  there 
are  3,  measuring  8,  9  and  10  by  14  inches — her  lower  deck  beams  are  each 
moulded  16  inches,  and  well  secured  by  4  horizontal  and  2  vertical  knees — 
her  between  deck  waterways  are  15  by  15  inches  thick,  and  the  streaks 
along  side  are  9  by  14  inches,  both  being  dovetailed  over  the  beams  and  car- 
lings — her  upper  deck  clamps  are  6  inches  and  extend  down  to  the  streak 
above  the  waterways — her  upper  deck  beams  are  moulded  12  inches  and 
seeure'd  at  the  lower  ones  by  4  horizontal  and  2  vertical  knees  — her  upper 
deck  waterways  are  13  by  16  inches — the  plank  sheer  is  5|  inches— the  bends 
are  5  inches,  diminishing  down  to  3|  inches  which  is  the  thickness  of  the 
bottom  plank — her  frame,  ceiling  on  the  floor,  outside  plank  from  lower  bilge 
streak  up,  keelson,  sister  and  rider  keelsons,  hooks  and  pointers  are  all  of  white 
oak — the  thick  work  inside,  ceiling  and  clamps  and  upper  deck  beams  are  of 
yellow  pine — she  is  square  fastened  throughout. 

The  capacity  of  her  lower  hold  is  estimated  to  be  about  2500  bbls.  besides 
the  space  now  occupied  by  her  water  tanks,  the  generous  gift  of  Mr.  Brune, 
which  are  ascertained  to  hold  8,000  gallons.  They  are  in  the  after  part  of  the 
hold  and  form  a  complete  bulkhead  between  it  and  the  after-run.  The  height 
of  her  steerage  is  7j  feet  from  deck  to  deck,  it  has  19  lengths  and  2 
heights  of  berths  upon  each  side,  each  berth  being  4  feet  wide,  she  has  also 
4  athwartship  berths  aft,  amidships  aft  3  lengths  and  2  heights  of  double 
lengthwise  berths,  in  all  12  berths  ;  just  forward  of  the  main  hatch  there  are 
amidships  2  lengths  and  2  heights  of  double  berths — in  all  8  berths,  making 
a  total  of  ]00  berths  each  4  feet  in  width.  The  steerage  is  provided  with 
Emerson's  injecting  and  ejecting  ventilators.  There  are  3  large  hatchways 
affording  entrance  to  it  ;  two  of  which  are  intended  for  constant  use  and  well 
housed  for  the  purpose.  That  portion  of  the  steerage  which  extends  under 
the  cabin  is  lighted  by  10  deck  lights  of  2  feet  in  length,  which  are  fitted  into 
the  upper  cabin  floor.     The  entire  steerage  is  neatly  painted  and  varnished. 

By  reference  to  the  plan  of  the  deck  and  cabin  it  will  be  seen  that  the  latter 
is  built  in  full  poop,  it  is  42  feet  long,  has  8  state  rooms  for  passengers,  each 
6  feet  square,  and  containing  two  berths,  washstand  and  other  fixtures.  The 
saloon  cabin  is  furnished  with  a  large  bath  room  and  on  each  side  a  water  closet; 
by  (he  stairs  leading  to  the  poop  "deck  is  a  small  room  for  the  steward.  The 
two  state  rooms  forward  of  the  saloon  cabin  are  for  the  captain  and  officers. 
The  pantry  is  also  forward  of  the  saloon  and  occupies  a  central  space  of  8  by  9 
feet.  The  entrance  to  the  saloon  cabin  from  the  main  deck  is  by  an  aisle  on 
each  side  of  the  pantry;  just  within  the  entrance  is  a  handsome  gothic  library 
and  medicine  case,  (presented  by  Thos.  Wilson,  Esq.)  The  mizen  mast  is  en- 
circled by  a  spring  sofa  covered  with  haircloth.  The  table  is  of  walnut,  18 
feet  long,  and  a  permanent  fixture,  it  has  sofas  on  each  side,  also  permanent, 
with  movable  backs.  The  transom  sofa  is  handsomely  carved  and  the  seat 
covered  with  hair  cloth.  The  state  rooms  are  ventilated  by  patent  side  lights 
and  venitian  blinds  and  the  saloon  by  six  stern  windows  and  a  large  sky-light 
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opening  upon  the  poop.  The  painting;  is  in  imitation  of  oak.  with  an  appropriate 
amount  of  gilt  work.  The  galley  is  furnished  with  one  of  Taber  &  Co's  No.  0 
cooking  stoves,  and  a  plain  range  into  which  is  set  two  copper  boilers,  each  of 
60  gallons  capacity,  it  has  also  a  patent  galvanized  iron  baker  sufficiently  large 
to  bake  at  one  time  60  pounds  of  breadstuff's. 

Her  standing  rigging  is  all  of  unmixed  Russia,  she  has  a  patent  windlass  and 
one  of  Paley's  double  acting  chain  lifters.  Her  chains  were  imported  and  are 
corporation  tested,  are  90  fathoms  each  and  of  If  and  If  inches;  her  two  bower 
anchors  weigh  5,026  lbs.;  her  stream  anchor  835  lbs.  and  her  kedge  351  lbs.; 
she  has  24  to  28  oz.  American  copper.  All  needless  ornament  on  deck  and 
elsewhere  has  been  dispensed  with,  but  on  her  head  is  carved  a  cornucopia 
with  fruit  and  vines  extending  from  it,  and  upon  her  stern  is  handsomely  carved 
the  seal  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  representing  land  partially  illu- 
minated by  the  distant  rising  sun — a  ship  in  the  foreground  and  a  dove  bearing 
a  scroll  with  the  word  <;  Liberia"  written  upon  it,  above  is  the  motto  "  Lux  in 
Tenebris,"  and  below  "  American  Colonization  Society,  A.  D.  1816." 

Her  entire  cost,  including  tanks,  copper  and  all  her  permanent  fixtures  is 
forty-three  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars.  May  God  preserve  her  for  a  noble 
work. — Mil.  Col.  Journal. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

"Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  «  The  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety.' 

Art.  2.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively  directed  is,  to 
promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  colonizing,  with  their  own  consent,  the  free 
people  of  color  residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Con- 
gress shall  deem  expedient.  And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object,  in 
co-operation  with  the  General  Government  and  such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt 
regulations  on  the  subject. 

Art.  3.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  shall  have  paid  to  the  funds 
of  the  Society  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society  for  one 
year  from  the  time  of  such  payment.  Any  citizen  who  shall  have  paid  the 
sum  of  thirty  dollars,  shall  be  a  member  for  life.  And  any  citizen  paying  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director  for  life.  Foreigners  may  be 
made  members  by  vote  of  the  Society  or  of  the  Directors. 

Art.  4.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  at  Washington,  on  the  third  Tues- 
day in  January,  and  at  such  other  times  a"nd  places  as  they  shall  direct.  At 
the  annual  meeting,  a  President  and  Vice  Presidents  shall  be  chosen,  who  shall 
perform  the  duties  appropriate  .to  those  offices. 

Art.  5.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  composed  of  the  Directors  for 
iife  and  of  Delegates  from  the  several  State  Societies  and  societies  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  Territories  of  the  United  States.  Each  of  such  societies 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  Delegate  for  every  five  hundred  dollars  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Society  within  the  year  previous  to  the  annual  meeting. 

Art.  6.  The  Board  shall  annually  appoint  one  or  more  Secretaries,  a 
Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Committee  of  seven  persons;  all  of  whom  shall 
ex  officio  be  members  of  the  Board,  having  a  right  to  be  present  at  its  meetings 
and  to  take  part  in  the  transaction  of  its  business;  but  they  shall  not  vote,  ex- 
cept as  provided  in  Article  7. 

Art.  7.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  meet  annually  in  Washington,  imme- 
diately after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  at  such  other  times  and 
places  as  it  shall  appoint,  or  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  at 
the  request  of  any  three  of  the  Auxiliary  State  Societies,  communicated  to  the 
Corresponding  Secretary.  Seven  Directors  shall  form  a  quorum.  But,  if  at 
any  annual  meeting,  or  meeting  regularly  called,  a  less  number  be  in  attendance, 
then  five  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  with  such  Directors,  not  less 
than  four,  as  may  be  present,  shall  constitute  a  Board,  and  have  competent 
authority  to  transact  any  business  of  the  Society;  provided,  however,  that  the 
Board  thus  constituted  shall  carry  no  question  unless  the  vote  be  unanimous. 

Art.  8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  according  to  its  own  appoint- 
ment, ur  at  the  call  of  the  Secretary.  This  Committee  shall  have  discretionary 
power  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Society,  subject  only  to  such  limitations 
as  are  found  in  its  charter,  in  this  Constitution,  and  in  the  votes  that  have  been 
passed,  or  may  hereafter  be  passed,  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  shall  be  members  of  the  Committee  ex  officio,  with  the  right  to 
deliberate,  but  not  to  vote.  The  Committee  is  authorized  to  fill  all  vacancies 
in  its  own  body;  to  appoint  a  Secretary  or  Treasurer  whenever  such  offices  are 
vacant;  and  to  appoint  and  direct  such  agents  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  Society.  At  every  annual  meeting,  the  Committee  shall  report 
their  doings  to  the  Society,  and  to  tne  Board  of  Directors. 

Art.  9.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended,  upon  a  proposition  to  that  effect 
by  any  of  the  Societies  represented  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary,  and  published  in  the  official  paper  of  the  Society,  three  months  be- 
fore the  annual  meeting;  provided  such  amendment  receive  the  sanction  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Board  at  its  next  annual  meeting." 
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Notice  oi  tliH  deceased. 

Every  Annual  Meeting  of«this  Society,  must  be  expected  to 
bring  with  it,  reasons  for  sadness,  as  well  as  for  gratitude  and 
encouragement* 

Death,  since  the  last  Anniversary,  has  come  near  to  this  So- 
ciety, and  from  its  office  removed  the  Recording  Secretary, 
Dr.  J.  W.  Lugenbeel,  and  Noah  Fletcher,  Esq.,  occupied  for 
several  years  as  accountant.  Mr.  Fletcher  evinced  a  warm  at- 
tachment to  the  Society,  and  his  able  and  faithful  services  were 
highly  valued,  and  his  decease  deeply  lamented. 

To  the  character  and  labors  of  the  Recording  Secretary,  we 
cannot  attempt  to  do  justice  in  this  Report.  His  thorough 
medical  education,  distinguished  benevolence,  remaikable 
self-control,  and  universal  moral  worth,  led  to  his  appointment, 
in  September,  1S43,  to  the  office  of  Colonial  Physician,  by  the 
the  Society,  and  nearly  at  the  same  time,  to  that  of  Uniled 
States  Agent  for  Recaptured  Africans,  on  the  African  coast,  by 
our  Government.  On  the  25th  of  September  of  that  year,  ho 
sailed  from  this  country,  and  arrived  in  Liberia  on  the  16th  of 
November.  For  more  than  two  years  and  four  months,  he  dis- 
charged all  his  medical  and  other  duties  with  signal  success. 
In  December,  1845,  he  received  at  Monrovia,  from  the  slave 
ship  Pons,  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six  slaves,  (delivered  at  that, 
port,  under  authority  of  Commander  Bell,  of  the  United  States 
Ship  Yorktown,  by  whom  she  was  captured.)  attended  such  as 
were  sick,  and  made  the  best  arrangements  in  his  power  for 
their  benefit.  He  so  carefully  instructed  two  young  men  in 
their  medical  studies,  as  to  leave  them  prepared  to  engage  in 
medical  practice.  In  consequence  of  impaired  health,  he  left 
Liberia,  April  2,  1856,  and  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  11th 
of  May.     Leaving  his  home  again  on  the  3d  of  December, 
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1847,  he  arrived  at  Monrovia  the  6th  January,  1848  ;  from 
which  time,  until  the  close  of  May,  1849,  his  exertions  were 
unremitted,  not  only  in  his  professional  duties,  but  in  all  his  re- 
lations to  the  great  inteiests  of  education,  missions,  morals,  and 
religion.  On  the  4th  of  May,  1850,  he  was  appointed  an 
assistant  in  the  office  of  the  Society  ;  and  two  years  ago,  elected 
its  Recording  Secretary.  In  manners,  gentle  and  amiable  ;  in 
disposition,  uniformly  quiet,  placid,  and  cheerful  ;  exemplary  in 
all  the  social  relations ;  singularly  modest,  yet,  in  purpose, 
firm,  ready  to  every  good  work,  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Africa, 
and  still  more  to  the  holy  interests  of  Christianity,  though  his 
sun  went  down  at  noon,  few  accomplish  as  much  who  reach 
the  evening  of  life.  His  decline  was  very  gradual ;  he  saw, 
without  fear,  the  approach  of  death,  and  his  last  hour  was  full 
of  hope  and  peace. 

Four  of  the  Vice  Presidents  of  this  Society — the  Hon.  Louis 
M'Lean,  of  Delaware;  Wm.  Maxwell,  Esq.,  of  Virginia;  the  Rev. 
Wm.  Winans,  D.  D.,  of  Mississippi,  and  Moses  Sheppard,  Esq., 
of  Baltimore,  have  also,  since  our  last  general  meeting,  slept  in 
death.  For  many  years,  has  this  Society  derived  strength  from 
the  support  of  all  these  distinguished  men;  while  some  have 
found  it  in  their  power  publicly  and  eloquently  to  enforce  its 
claims,  and  aid  its  resources. 

The  name,  also,  of  the  venerable  G.  W.  Park  Custis,  the 
last  member  of  the  family  of  Washington,  (upon  whom  the 
tomb  has  just  closed,)  should  be  recorded  as  that  of  one  of 
the  most  early,  constant,  and  eloquent  friends  of  this  Society. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  at  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  in  March,  1856,  it  was — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee,  with  whom  it  must  rest  to  settle 
the  details,  and  from  time  to  time  select  the  particular  objects,  ever  keeping  in 
view  the  great  object  of  emigration  and  improvements  in  Liberia,  as  worthy  of 
earnest  and  liberal  support,  are  specinliy  recommended  to  pay  careful  attention 
to  the  health  and  comfort  of  emigrants  on  their  way  out,  and  after  reaching  Li- 
beria, and  that  all  practicable  plans  for  comfortable  residences  for  the  emigrants 
during  the  six  months  after  their  arrival,  and  the  opening  of  roads  and  im- 
provements, and  settlement  of  the  interior,  deserve  their  immediate  considera- 
tion." 

At  the  same  meeting,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed :     . 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  at  the  earliest  prac- 
ticable period,  to  build  comfortable  receptacles  at,  at  least,  two  points  in  Li- 
beria; and  that,  for  this  object,  a  special  appeal  be  made  for  $10,000. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  also  be  instructed  to  take  such 
measures  as  in  their  judgment  shall  be  most  expedient,  to  test  the  climate  in  the 
interior,  by  planting  a  settlement  at  some  suitable  point  beyond  the  supposed 
influence  of  malaria. " 
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The  last  Report  of  the  Society  stated  the  measures  in  pro- 
gress, by  order  of  the  Executive  Committee,  for  carrying  into 
effect  these  resolutions ;  that  the  Rev.  John  Seys,  Special 
Agent,  had  sailed  in  the  Elvira  Owen,  in  charge  of  the  frames 
of  two  large  Receptacles,  and  three  hundred  and  twenty-one 
emigrants;  that  he  arrived  at  Monrovia  on  the  18th  of  July; 
and  that,  by  his  great  skill  and  energy,  the  two  Receptacles  had 
been  erected,  and  the  large  company  landed  with  him,  com- 
fortably established  in  their  new  homes  ;  that  on  the  9th  of 
November,  he  was  prepared  to  explore  the  highlands  interior 
to  the  east  of  Monrovia,  and  in  a  fortnight  thereafter,  to  visit 
the  country  purchased  by  the  New  Jersey  Society,  interior  from 
Bassa,  and  having,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Government  of 
Liberia,  fixed  upon  a  site,  make  arrangement  for  the  reception 
of  such  a  company  of  emigrants  as  might  voluntarily  test  upon 
it,  in  their  own  persons,  the  character  of  the  climate,  and  if  proved 
healthy,  found  thereon  a  permanent  settlement.  On  the  3d  of 
December,  by  the  strenuous  efforts  of  Mr.  Seys,  these  explora- 
tions were  completed,  and  he  stated  on  the  3d  of  December  in 
a  full  report  of  his  proceedings,  the  reasons  that  had  led  him  to 
select  Mount  Fawblee,  in  ihe  Queah  country,  distant  fifty-one 
miles  from  Monrovia,  and  thirty  due  east  from  Millsbuig,  as 
the  site  for  the  interior  settlement.  The  chiefs  of  the  country 
had  become  attached  to  Mr.  Seys  during  his  labors  among 
them  as  a  missionary,  fifteen  years  ago,  and  gladly  welcomed 
his  return,  and  co-operated  in  his  enterprise.  Assisted  by 
twenty-four  men,  sent  by  the  principal  chief,  Zoda  Quee,  to 
meet  him  at  Robertsville,  as  soon  as  his  wishes  were  made 
known,  he,  with  his  accompanying  laborers  and  mechanics, 
their  luggage  and  supplies,  were  speedily  conveyed  to  their 
mountain  home.  The  whole  company  arrived  on  Wednesday, 
the  10th  of  December,  and  proceeded  in  their  labor  with  utmost 
vigor.  The  cession  of  a  fine  tract  of  country,  of  twenty  miles 
square,  (the  center,  a  remarkable  tree,  on  the  very  top  of  the 
mount,)  was  granted  by  an  assembly  of  the  headmen  to  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  subject  to  the  Government 
and  laws  of  Liberia.  Zoda  Quee  placed  himself  at  the  head  of 
twenty  of  his  men,  and  opened  a  wide  road  from  the  base  to  the 
summit  of  the  mountain.  He  also  assisted  to  clear  the  site  for 
the  settlement ;  the  building  of  the  first  house  was  commenced 
on  the  22d  of  December,  1856,  and  on  the  6th  of  January, 
1857,  Mr.  Seys  wrote  :  u  I  expect  to  be  quite  ready  for  the 
comfortable  accommodation  of  our  pioneers,  by  the  M.  C. 
Stevens.  1  am  now  writing  to  you  in  our  Receptacle,  on  this 
magnificent  elevation,  and  though  the  house  is  not  yet  done, 
yet  a  few  days  more  will  complete  it." 
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Providentially,  Dr.  James  Hall,  a  Director  of  this  Society, 
(of  whose  great  senices  to  the  cause,  it  is  unnecessary  here  to 
speak,)  resolved  to  visit  Liberia,  the  scene  of  his  former  labors, 
in  the  noble  ship,  the  gift  of  a  citizen  of  Maryland,  and  which 
was  constructed  under  his  own  eye,  on  her  first  voyage,  and 
kindly  consented  to  watch  over  the  health  and  comfort  of  her 
two  hundred  and  seventeen  emigrants  on  the  passage,  and  to 
select  from  among  them,  a  number  willing,  and  in  his  judg- 
ment best  suited,  to  become  pioneers  in  the  interior  experi- 
ment. 

On  the  27th  of  January,  Dr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Seys  met  at  Mon- 
rovia, the  former  prepared  to  deliver,  and  ihe  latter  to  receive 
the  twenty- two  emigrants  destined  to  the  inlerior.  The  29th 
was  fixed  upon  for  their  departure.  All  was  made  ready  at  an 
early  hour  in  the  morning  to  haslen  them  on  their  way,  and 
ihe  piecaution  taken  by  the  use  of  quinine,  to  fortify  them 
ag riinst  the  influence  of  malaria,  to  which  they  might  be  exposed 
dining  the  single  night  they  must  pass  on  their  journey.  This 
night  they  rested  twenty-five  miles  from  Monrovia,  near  the 
St.  Paul's  river,  and  the  next  day  arrived  at  the  place  of  their 
destination,  on  Mount  Fawblee.  "  It  was,"  says  Dr.  Hall,  "  no 
small  matter  for  a  handful  of  liberated  plantation  slaves,  alieady 
transported  thousands  of  miles  from  their  American  homes, to  land 
on  a  new  continent,  and  then  leave  the  feeble  civilization  skirting 
its  borders,  and  penetrate  into  the  almost  untracked  wilderness, 
among  hordes  of  naked  barbarians;  there  voluntarily  to  imprison 
themselves  for  one  year,  mainly  to  test  a  principle  by  experi- 
ment, however  important  it  might  be  to  the  world,  their  country, 
or  themselves.  This,  too,  be  it  remembered,  was  a  voluntary 
act,  no  force,  compulsion,  or  biibery.  Merely  a  true  statement 
of  the  object  of  the  undertaking,  and  a  promise  of  fair  treatment, 
and  the  usual  allowance  to  emigrants,  which  they  had  a  right 
to  claim,  land  them  where  we  would.  We  shall  ever  remem- 
ber with  respect  and  kind  feelings  the  leaders  of  this  expedi- 
tion, Douglass  and  Barret  with  their  wives  and  children,  old 
Abel  Garner,  a  true  patriot  and  patriarch,  and  the  young  volun- 
teers, their  former  fellow-servants." 

By  the  articles  of  agreement  between  this  Society  and  the 
Republic  of  Liberia,  adopted  on  the  20th  of  July,  1848,  "new 
settlements  are  to  be  founded  by  the  concurrence  and  agree- 
ment of  the  Government  of  Liberia  and  this  Society." 

In  placing  a  few  unacclimated  emigrants  on  the  high  land  of 
the  interior,  it  was  intended  to  ascertain  whether  their  health 
would  be  better  preserved  there  than  upon  the  coast,  and  if 
such  should  be  found  the  fact,  then,  on  the  conditions  specified 
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in  ihe  articles  of  agreement,  1o  found  permanently  an  interior 
settlement.  Unfortunately,  Hie  Government  of  Liberia,  sensi- 
ble from  its  own  recent  experience  of  the.  dangers  and  evils  of 
war,  and  oppressed  by  debt,  which  war  had  brought  upon  it, 
felt  compelled  to  decline  assuming  pecuniary  responsibilities 
in  a  new  enterprise  ;  and  by  the  passage  of  an  act  on  the  24th 
of  January,  1857,  entitled  "an  ad  providing  for  the  establish- 
ment of  new  settlements,"  (in  which,  while  assent  is  given  to 
the  founding  of  interior  settlements  in  any  of  the  counties  of 
the  Republic,  under  the  direction  of  its  President,  by  this  So- 
ciety,) imposed  the  principal  duty  of  providing  the  means,  and 
of  defraying  the  entire  expense,  which  the  authorities  of  Li- 
beria might  deem  necessary  to  incur  for  their  deli  nee,  on  the  So- 
ciety. This  act  was  in  no  small  degree  embarrassing  to  the  op- 
erations of  the  special  agent,  and  caused  much  expense  to  the 
Society.  As  soon  as  it  was  received,  its  provisions  were  carefully 
examined  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  their  views  in  regard 
to  them  fully  expressed  in  a  senesof  resolutions,  adopted  unan- 
imously, on  the  2d  of  May,  ami  transmitted  by  their  order, 
both  to  President  Benson,  and  the  Kev.  Mr.  Seys,  Special 
.Agent  of  ihe  Society.  These  resolutions  directed  ihe  discon- 
tinuance of  the  settlement  al  Carcysburgh,  (the  name  given  by 
the  Legislature  in  honor  of  Lot  Carey,  to  the  chosen  site  on 
Mount  Fawhlee,)  unless  arrangements  could  be  made  to  secure 
its  continued  existence  under  the  law  of  Liberia,  by  a  volunteer 
company  of  settlers,  who  would  look  to  the  advantages  of  ihe 
settlement  for  their  compensation,  or  the  Government  would  ab- 
solve the  Society  from  all  obligations  for  its  defence.  Presi- 
dent Benson  in  his  reply,  t  21,  1857,  to  the  letter  of  ihe 
Corresponding  Secretary,  that  enclosed  the  resolutions  of  ihe 
Executive  Committee,  clearly  considers  the  (.lacing  a  few  emi- 
grants on  the  interior  site  selected  by  Mr.  Seys,  as  the  found- 
ing by  the  Society  of  an  interior  settlement,  with  ihe  coti 
but  without  any  express#owc£?'on,  of  ihe  Liberian  Government, 
and  to  such  settlements  only,  founded  exclusively  by  the  judg- 
ment of  this  Society,  and  not  in  conformity  to  the  articles  of 
agreement  ol'  July,  1828,  ihe  act  of  the  Liberian  Legislature 
to  apply.     He  observes  : 

"According  to  my  understanding:  of  the  net  it  is  not  to  apply,  in  the  oblivions 
it  imposes  on  the  American  Colonization  Society,  to  ail  interior  settlements 
that  may  be  formed  in  Liberia  in  the  future,  but  simply  to  such  as  may  he 
formed  in  the  future  by  the  .Society  under  similar  circumstances;  ihat  is,  at  a 
time  when,  frona  various  difficulties  and  expenditures,  tins  government  leeis 
pecuniarily  unable  to  ;  n  enterprise,  and  whenever  the  Society 

ucli  an  enterprise  may  wish  to  exercise  the  prerogative 
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before  mentioned.  1  think  I  am  justified  in  this  interpretation  of  the  meaning 
of  the  act,  as  well  by  my  knowledge  of  what  were  the  views  of  the  legisla- 
ture, as  by  the  preamble  and  first  section  of  the  act  itself.  It  would  be  u  very 
humiliating  idea,  in  case  this  government  expected  never  to  be  able  to  form  an 
interior  settlement  at  its  own  expense,  either  in  whole  nr  in  part.  1  hold  that 
it  is  our  duty  to  take  the  lead  in  such  matters,  whenever  we  are  conscious  that 
our  finances  justify  it,' as  was  exemplified  in  1855  and  1856,  by  an  expenditure  <>f 
over  $12,000  by  this  government,  for  the  formation  and  defence  of  the  settle- 
ment of  Robertsport. 

<<  With  these  explanations,  I  doubt  not  that  the  Executive  Committee  will 
view  with  due  charity,  the  motive  and  necessity  which  prompted  the  passage 
of  the  act;  and  will  no  longer,  if  ever  they  did,  entertain  the  opinion  that  the 
legislature  were  disposed  to  practice  an  imposition  on  the  Society.  I  hope 
Liberia  will  never  be  so  unmindful  and  ungrateful  as  to  forget  the  innumerable 
obligations  we  are  under  to  the  Society,  for  founding  and  for  a  long:  time 
fostering  these  settlements.  We  do  gratefully  bear  in  mind  that  the  object  of 
your  continued  efforts  is  for  the  promotion  of  the  welfare  of  our  race  and 
country;  and  as  such,  duty,  reason,  and  gratitude  dictate  to  us  that  we  should 
cordially  co-operate  with  you,  and  render  every  reasonable  facility  in  our 
power." 

But,  though  obliged  to  tefuse  assent  to  the  act  of  the  Liberian 
Legislature,  providing  for  the  establishment  of  interior  settle- 
ments, the  Committee  had  cherished  the  expectation  from  many 
consideration^,  that  no  failure  would  be  allowed  to  occur  in 
their  most  important  experiment,  nor  has  this  expectation  been 
disappointed. 

With  unremitted  and  extraordinary  prudence,  zeal,  and 
energy,  Mr.  Seys  continued  to  piosecute  his  work.  In  his 
letter  of  the  third  of  April,  he  referred  to  the  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture, then  unknown  to  the  Committee,  and  lor  the  unlooked 
for  and  heavy  expense  it  had  brought  on  the  Society,  found 
some  compensation  in  the  protection  and  security  it  afforded. 
"  The  impregnable  block  house,"  he  observes,  "  which  is  nearly 
completed,  of  logs  twelve  and  fourteen  inches  thick,  as  an 
armory  and  place  of  rendezvous,  in  case  of  an  invasion, 
together  with  the  military  display  kept  up  every  Saturday 
afternoon,  "will,  in  my  humble  judgment,  forever  deter  these 
weak  and  timid  Queans  from  either  making  war  against  us,  or 
employing  more  warlike  tribes  to  do  so.  Careysburgh  will  be 
in  a  few  weeks  the  best  fortified  place  in  Liberia,  except  Mon- 
rovia. I  need  not  add  how  much  this  sense  of  protection  and 
security,  added  to  the  salubrity  of  the  place,  will  induce  emi- 
gration to  it." 

When,  at  a  late  period,  the  resolutions  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee came  to  him,  he  found  the  object,  at  which,  in  conformity 
with  his  instructions,   he  had   uniformly   aimed,  to   establish, 
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(should  the  experiment  for  health  succeed,)  a  permanent  settle- 
ment accomplished.  "  We  are  now,"  he  wrote,  July  17,  "  within 
seventeen  days  or  the  close  of  the  first  six  months  of  the  first  band 
of  pioneers.  They  are  all  alive  and  well.  Except  Mr.  Garner, 
the  preacher,  all  have  moved  out  of  the  old  Receptacle,  and  are 
completely  settled  in  their  own  snug  log  houses — gardens  in 
cultivation — crops  progressing,  some  having  even  eaten  of  their 
own  vegetables.  Can  I,  ought  I,  to  remove  these  people  ? 
would  they  go,  and  where?  The  almost  wonderful  salubrity  of 
these  mountains,  induced  others  to  seek  a  honie  here.  They 
applied  to  me,  they  persuaded,  urged,  and  entreated,  to  be 
allowed  at  their  own  expense  to  come  and  join  their  friends, 
their  children,  their  old  fellow  servants.  How  could  I  refuse  ? 
Thirty-five  have  thus  fled  to  our  healthy  clime." 

The  health,  numbers,  and  entire  success  of  the  settlement 
forbade  the  possibility  of  its  immediate  discontinuance,  there 
being  on  the  17th  of  July,  within  its  limits,  forty-six  immigrants 
and  thirty-seven  old  settlers,  in  all  a  population  of  ninety-three, 
not  including  some  twenty  natives,  variously  employed.     But 
sundry  laborers  were  discharged,  and  expenses  greatly  reduced. 
The  carpenter  and  a  few  assistants  were  retained  to  complete 
the  Receptacles,  to  which  hetrusted,  should  existingdifficulties  be 
adjusted,  emigrants  might  be  sent  by  the  November  expedition. 
Mr.  Seys  left    Monrovia,   on  the  23d  of  August,  in  the  Mary 
Caroline    Stevens,    and    arrived  at    Baltimore  on    the  3d    of 
November.     In  the  report  since  made  by  him  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  this  beautiful  and  promising  settlement  of  Careys- 
burgh,  is  described  as  at  an  elevation  of  five  hundred  feet  above 
the  ocean  level,  as  surrounded  by  forests  with  more  than  thirty 
different  kinds  of  excellent   timber;  the  soil  fertile,    and  suited 
to  the  culture  of  all  tropical  productions,    as  also  containing 
great  quantities  of  very  rich  iron  ore  ;  the  water  clear,  sweet, 
and  gushing  in  such  streams  from  the  mountain  as  to  supply  a 
power  for     mills    and    manufactories;    the    native   population 
peaceable  and  friendly,  favorably  impressed  by  the  advantages 
of  the  settlement,  and  disposed- to  labor  for  moderate  compen- 
sation.    "  Of  ihe  original  twenty-two  pioneers,  (he  observes,) 
men,  women,  and  children,  who  arrived  on  the  mount  January 
30,  all  were  alive  and  well  on  the  11th  of  September,   the  date 
of  my  last  advices.     Of  the  thirty-four  or  five  who  had  suffered 
much  from  the  fever  on  the  lower  lands  along  the   St.  Paul's, 
and  who  took   refuge  in   our  mountain    settlement,    all   whom 
I  left  there  have  recovered,  save  one  young  woman  who  had  died 
of  pleurisy." 

We  have  made  this  statement  the  more  full,  in  justice  to  the 
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special  agent,  and  to  ihe  great  work  which,  by  the  favor  of 
Heaven,  he  was  permitted  to  accomplish.  It  is  very  agreeable  to 
record  the  merits  of  the  arduous  labors  of  the  one,  and  the  vast 
importance  of  the  other. 

The  dangers  to  health,  in  the  sea-coast  settlements  of  Africa, 
have  checked  the  emigration  of  our  free  people  of  color,  more 
than  all  other  causes.  But  let  the  fact  be  established  that  the  in- 
terior, easily  accessible  and  not  remote,  is  healthy,  they  will 
look  to  that  great  inheritance  of  their  rare,  and  without  need  of 
furtherargumentorpersuasion, hasten  to  partakeof  its  inestimable 
benefits.  "  Tell  your  New  York  friends,  then,  (says  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Seys,  in  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,)  tell  it  over  the 
land — publish  it  from  Dan  to  Beersheba — let  all  Missionary 
Societies  know,  that  men  and  women,  of  any  complexion,  may 
come,  may  bring  their  children,  and  in  thirty  hours  from  the 
time  they  leave  the  side  of  the  ship — spending  the  intervening 
night  comfortably  on  the  way — may  arrive  at  Careysburgh, 
and  find  a  pleasant,  safe  and  healthful  spot,  where  other  things 
being  equal,  they  may  gradually  become  enured  to  the  climate 
of  Africa,  and  from  hence,  diverge  and  go  to  other  fields  of 
labor,  and  spread  the  blessings  of  civilization  and  Christianity 
over  this  much  injured  land  and  people  " 

The  opening  of  a  load  fiom  the  St.  Paul's  to  Careysburgh 
is  urged  by  the  special  agent  as  important,  if  not  essential  to 
the  prosperity  of  this  new  settlement,  and  a  small  appropriation 
of  $500  has  been  made  by  the  Executive  Committee,  which  it 
is  hoped,  should  the  Liberian  Government  grant  reasonable  aid, 
may  accomplish  the  object.  All  the  interests  of  this  settlement, 
and  what,  if  any  measures  should  be  adopted,  in  connection 
with  the  authorities  of  Liberia,  for  the  establishment  of  other 
interior  settlements,  will  doubtless  receive  ihe  consideration  of 
the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  departure  of  theM.  C.  Stevens  on  her  firstvoyage,  with  two 
hundred  and  seventeen  emigrants,  was  mentioned  in  our  last  Re- 
port. Of  her  company,  ninety-three  were  landed  at  Robertsport, 
(Cape  Mount,)  and  the  remainder,  with  the  exception  of  the  twen- 
ty-two volunteers,  who  accompanied  Mr.  Seys  to  the  interior,  at 
Monrovia.  She  completed  a  rough  passage  in  forty-two  days, 
arriving  at  Cape  Mount  on  the  22d,  and  at  Monrovia  on  the  25th 
of  January.  In  her  form  and  proportions,  accommodations,  and 
multiplied  conveniences,  in  her  strengih  and  sading  qualities, 
there  is  no  deficiency,  and  she  has  proved  herself,  in  all  respects, 
admirably  adapted,  as  an  emigrant  ship,  to  the  use*  and  purposes 
of  the  Society.  Dr.  Hall  concludes  his  minute  and  exact  descrip- 
tion of  her  movements   in  a  stormy  yea,  with  the  remark,  "It 
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was  not  a  little  gratifying  to  ascertain  at  last,  that  in  all  points, 
the  Mary  Caroline  Stevens  fuHy  answers,  yen,  exceeds  the  ex- 
pectations of  all  interested  in  her,  and  therefore,  on  this  head, 
we  will  say  no  more." 

The  Stevens  left  Baltimore  again  on  the  21st,  and  Norfolk  on 
the  28th  of  May,  with  two  hundred  and  seven  emigrants,  and  an- 
chored at  Grand  Cape  Mount  on  the  3d  of  July,  making  the 
remarkably  quick  passage  of  thirty-one  days.  Of  her  company, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  were  landed  at  Cape  Mount,  sixty- 
seven  at  Monrovia,  and  the  remaining  fifteen  proceeded  to 
Cape  Palraas.  A  number  of  these  emigrants  were  expected  to  find 
their  homes  at  Sinou,  but  failed  to  resist  the  temptation  to  con- 
clude the  voyage  at  Cape  Mount  and  Monrovia.  On  her  return, 
the  Stevens  was  forty-two  days,  having  left  Monrovia,  August 
22,  and  arrived  at  Baltimore  the  3d  of  October.  Of  the  total 
number  of  emigrants,  four  hundred  and  twenty-four,  by  the 
Stevens,  on  her  first  two  voyages,  the  following  tables  show 
the  number  born  free,  that  of  slaves  emancipated,  and  by  whom, 
and  the  States  from  which  both  classes  came : 


FIRST    VOYAGE. 


State. 

Bom 
free. 

Slave. 

By  whom  Emancipated. 

...6.. 

Emancipated  by  will  of  T.  Shearman,  of  Fau- 
quier County. 
Emancipated  i«y  will  of  James  H.  Terrell,  of 

Albemarle  County. 
Purchased  by  the  executors  of  J.  H.  Terrell. 
Given  by  their  owners. 
Purchased  their  freedom. 
Emancipated  by  persons  in  Kentucky. 
Emancipated  by  S.  R.  Houston,  of  union,  Va. 
Emancipated  by  will  of  Mrs.  M.  L.  Gordon, 

of  Hertford. 
Emanc'd  by  Miss  Charity  Jones,  of  Bladen  Co. 
Do.     by  Mrs.  M  A.  Williams,  Savannah. 
Do.     by  will  of  J.  B.  Tafts,  of  Savannah. 
Do.     by  Richard  Hoff,  of  Egbert  County. 
Purchased  their  freedom. 

Do.             do. 
Emancipated  by  C.  C.  West,  of  Woodville. 
Do.            by  Harvey  Berry,  of  Bath  Co. 
Do.            by  will  of  Elizabeth  Vanderson, 
of  McMinnville. 
Emancipated  by  John  Gipson,  of  Sparta. 
Do.            by  Peter  and  Nancy  Burum,  of 
White  County. 

...l . . 

Do 

..11.. 
..68.. 

Do 

...6.. 

Do 

.  .5. . 

Do 

...4.. 

Do 

...8.. 

Do 

. .  .1. . 

North  Carolina 
Do 

..12.. 
...1. . 

Do 

Do 

..54. . 

9 

Do 

Do 

Do 

...1.. 

Total 

...9.. 

.208.. 

14 
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Second  and  third  voyages. 


SECON  D    VOYAGE. 

State. 

Born 
free. 

Slave. 

By  whom  Emancipated. 

.  .6.. 

John  H.  Bumgarner. 
B.  C.  Goghill. 
By  will  of  Judith  King. 
Uen.  J.  H.  Cocke. 

By  will  of  Mrs.  Nancy  Gould. 
By  will  of  Gen.  McKay. 

By  will  of  Mrs.  Mary  Sharp. 

Purchased  himself. 

By  Mrs   A.  Brackett. 
By  Wm.  Thompson. 
By  will  of  H.  Belt. 

...6.. 

Do 

...2.. 

Do 

...1.. 

Do 

...1.. 

North  Carolina 
Do 

..17.. 

...1.. 

Do 

.106.. 

Do 

...1.. 

...6.. 

Do 

...1.. 

Do 

...1.. 

...1.. 

Do 

...8.. 

Total.... 

..31.. 

.176.. 

This  fine  ship  took  her  third  departure  from  Baltimore  on  the 
2d,  and  Norfolk  the  12th  of  November,  with  one  hundred  and 
sixty-three  emigrants,  of  whom  twenty-three  were  born  free, 
and  one  hundred  and  forty  liberated  slaves.  We  present  in  a 
tabular  view,  the  names  of  the  States  from  which  these  persons 
came,  the  number  of  the  free  born,  and  of  those  who  have  re- 
ceived, and  from  whom,  the  gift  of  freedom. 

THIRD    VOYAGE. 


Rhode  Island. 
Maryland.. . . 

Do 

Virginia 

Kentucky  . . . 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Virginia 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 


Born 
free. 


.20. 


Total. 


.23. 


Slave. 


.30. 
..3. 
..5. 
..9. 
..1. 
..1. 
..1. 
..1. 


..2. 
..1. 
..1. 

..3. 
..1. 
..1. 
.66. 
.13. 
..1. 


.140. 


By  whom  Emancipated. 


Mrs.  Anne  E.  Riggen. 

Rev.  Mv.  Goodwin. 

By  will  of  Mr.  Noel. 

Thomas  Coleman. 

Mr.  Hornsby. 

Sarah  tnskip. 

Collected  money  for  his  freedom. 

By  heirs  of  Samuel  Finley. 

By  will  of  H.  W.  Sharp. 
By  F.  Bransford. 

Bought  by  her  husband. 
Bought  by  their  father. 
By  S.  Miller,  Esq. 
By  Gen.  Cocke. 
By  will  of  John  Watson. 
By  Mrs.  Melinda  Ciaig. 


The  emigrants  by  the  first  two  voyages  are  generally  satisfied 
with  the  country,    and    have  passed  with  little  sufTerino-  and 
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Grand  Cape  Mount. 


danger  through  their  acclimation,  are  cultivating  successfully 
their  farms,  and  highly  appreciate  the  advantages  of  educa- 
tion for  their  children.  A  large  family  from  Georgia,  by  ;t 
previous  expedition,  of  very  light  complexion,  and  habits  not 
the  most  favorable  to  health,  landed  at  Cape  Mount,  weie 
much  reduced  in  number,  by  death,  and  the  reports  of  one  who 
returned  were  widely  circulated  in  that  and  the  adjoining 
States,  to  the  serious  injury  of  Liberia  and  the  Society  ;  yet  the 
experience  of  another  large  family  by  the  same  ship,  and  at  the 
same  place,  proved  in  most  favorable  .contrast  to  that  just  related 
in  regard  to  health,  as  well  as  other  particulars. 

A  few  fatal  cases  of  fever  occurred  among  the  newly  arrived 
on  the  St.  Paul's,  in  others  it  was  slight,  while  a  number 
suffering  from  its  attacks  removed  to  the  fine  mountain  air  of 
Careysburgh,  and  were  soon  well. 

The  very  elevated  and  commanding  position  of  Grand  Cape 
Mount,  rising  over  a  ihousand  feet  above  the  sea,  its  near 
vicinity  to  the  most  intelligent  native  population  on  that  part  of 
the  coast,  its  history  in  connexion  with  the  slave  trade,  and  the 
influence  which  a  Christian  community  here  planted  will  exert 
against  it;  its  commercial  advantages  and  superiority  for  health 
over  several,  if  not  most  of  the  other  places  on  the  coast,  give 
to  Robertsport,  the  recently  established  settlement  upon  it,  much 
of  interest  and  importance.  As  a  notorious  slave  mart,  Cape 
Mount  was,  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Hall,  an  adjunct  of  Gallinas, 
(stdl  more  known  for  an  extensive  slave  commerce  up  to  1850, 
when  it  was  added  by  purchase  to  Liberia,)  and  "  a  good  set- 
tlement," (says  the  same  gentleman,)  "  at  Cape  Mount  will 
always  be  a  check  upon  Gallinas,  and  enable  the  Republic  the 
more  readily  to  extinguish  any  attempt  at  a  revival  of  the  slave 
trade." 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  Cape  Mount  is  an  admirable 
station  for  missionary  schools  and  labors  generally,  since  the 
Vey  people,  in  numbers  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  thousand, 
occupying  the  whole  sea-board  district,  from  Gallinas  to  Cape 
Mount,  have  invented  an  alphabet,  sufficient  for  all  practical 
pui poses,  which  has  been  cast  in  London,  and  used  in  print- 
ing books,  under  the  direction  of  the  Church  Missionary 
Society,  for  the  benefit  of  those  to  whose  ingenuity  and  perse- 
verance they  are  indebted  for  so  remarkable  an  achievement. 
Says  the  Rev.  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  "The  idea  of  communicating 
thoughts  in  writing,  was  probably  suggested  by  the  use  of 
Arabic  among  the  Mandingoes,  and  from  the  practice  of  white 
men,  who  occasionally  visit  their  country  for  the  purposes  of 
trade.     But  it  is  very  evident  that  they  borrowed  none  of  their 
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written  characters  from  either  of  those  sources  ;  nor  did  they,  it 
is  believed,  receive  any  assistance  whatever,  from  any  one,  in 
perfecting  this  wonderful  invention."  This  distinguished  mis- 
sionary adds:  "The  invention  of  this  new  system  of  writing, 
Undoubtedly  forms  a  marked  period  in  their  national  history,  and 
Ave  lament  that  no  greater  efforts  are  made  to  diffuse  the  bless- 
ings of  Christian  religion  through  this  channel,  which  has  been 
opened  up  in  so  remarkable  a  manner.  At  an  early  period  in 
the  history  of  the  colony  of  Liberia,  a  school  was  formed,  among 
this  people,  by  Lot  Carey,  but  was  discontinued  after  his  death. 
The  whole  tribe  have  recently  been  brought  under  the  juris- 
diction of  Liberia,  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  the  joint  influence  of 
the  missionaries  and  Christian  emigrants  from  this  country, 
they  may  be  brought  into  the  Christian  fold,  and  partake  of  all 
the  rich  blessings  of  the  Gospel." 

The  R.ev.  Joseph  Tracy,  in  the  first  report  of  the  Trustees  of 
Donations  for  education  in  Liberia,  gives  the  following  his- 
tory of  this  invention,  which  there  is  reason  to  think  originated 
in  the  teachings  of  a  Liberian  missionary  : — "  Near  the  close  of 
1^48,  an  officer  in  the  British  navy  found  that  some  of  the  Vey 
iribe  of  natives,  at  Cape  Mount,  had  an  alphabet  of  their  own, 
said  to  be  brought  from  the  interior.  A  missionary  was  sent 
from  Sierra  Leone  to  Cape  Mount,  to  ascertain  the  facts.  Dur- 
ing his  exploration  of  four  months,  he  found  the  inventor  of 
the  alphabet.  He  is  '  a  man  about  forty  years  of  age,  of  great 
intelligence,  and  much  religious  feeling,  who  lives  about  twenty 
miles  in  the  interior,  and  when  a  child  had  for  a  few  weeks 
learned  the  Roman  alphabet  from  an  Ametican  missionary.' 
The  missionary  was  douotless  a  Liberian,  the  Rev.  John  Revy, 
who  taught  a  school  for  heathen  children  at  Cape  Mount,  about 
the  year  1825.  He  was  afterwards  well  known  as  a  Baptist 
preacher,  and  Colonial  Secretary  at  Cape  Palmas.  About  the 
year  1832,  the  thought  occurred  to  the  inventor,  that  all  the 
sounds  in  the  language  could  be  easily  represented  by  a  syllable 
alphabet.*  This,  with  some  assistance  from  his  neighbors,  he 
complete'.!.  Books  were  written,  and  schools  opened  ;  but  the 
schools  were  broken  up  by  war,  and  have  not  been  resumed. 
Yet  some  oi  the  adults  in  all  their  towns  are  able  to  read.  As 
Cape  Mount  and  the  Vey  country  generally  belong  to  Liberia,  it 
was  at  first  thought  best,  both  at  Sierra  Leone  and  in  London, th  it 
Liberian  missionaries  should  avail  themselves  of  this  remarkable 
opening  for  the  diffusion  of  the  <jo<pel.      But  after  the  suppres- 

*  I  lis  a  curious  psycl  ological  fact,  that  the  train  of  thought  which  led  t<>  this 
invention  was  firsl  suggested  by  a  dream.  John  Kevy's  instructions  were  at 
work  in  his  mind,  even  in  his  sleep. 
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sion  of  the  slave  trade  at  Gallinas,  which  ;ilsn  is  in  the  Vey 
country,  more  than  1,000  liberated  Africans  were  carried  thence 
to  Sierra  Leone,  and  three  sons  of  the  chiefs  were  sent  to  the 
Grammar  School  at  Freetown  for  tlieir  education.  These 
events  have  induced  the  Committee  of  the  Church  Missionary 
Society  to  institute  inquiries  concerning  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  mission  at  Gallinas." 

In  the  Receptacle  at  Robertsport,  the  school  established  by 
order  of  the  Committee,  and  intended  to  be  permanent,  has  been 
in  operation  during  the  year,  undei  the  care  of  Mr.  T,  M.  Chester, 
to  the  great  benefit  of  the  occupants,  both  adults  and  children. 
Several  Christian  missionaries  have  also  chosen  Cape  Mount, 
as  the  point  from  which  Christian  light  may  be  widely  diffused 
among  a  numerous  population  prepared  and  disposed  to  receive  it. 

Much  valuable  information  has  been  derived  from  Dr.  Mall 
and  the  Special  Agent  of  the  Society,  Mr.  Seys,  so  recently 
from  Liberia,  showing  grounds  for  encouragement  in  what  has 
been  attained,  and  conclusive  reasons  why,  in  the  future,  much 
more  should  be  done.  The  increasing  commerce  of  Liberia 
has  doubtless  led  many  of  her  citizens  to  occupy  themselves 
with  trade,  who  might  more  usefully  and  profitably  have  been 
engaged  in  agriculture-.  .  The  necessities  of  emigrants,  not 
always  sharing  largely,  either  in  economy  or  foresight,  (so 
essenlial  in  a  new  country  to  those  dependent  upon  tlieir  own 
energies,)  when,  at  the  em\  of  six  months,  thrown  upon  their 
own  resources,  are  in  many  cases  urgent,  niui  they  prefer  to 
supply  their  immediate  wants  most  certainly,  and  with  the  least 
labor,  rather  than  earnestly  and  perseveringly  to  cultivate  the 
soil,  and  thus  plant  the  sedds,  and  ensure  the  growth  of  a  last- 
ing prosperity.  The  .farms  along  the  banks  of  the  St.  Paul's 
and  the  St.  John's,  and  in  other  rural  districts  of  Liberia,  show 
no  small  amount  of  labor,  and  in  many  places  are  seen  evi- 
dences of  industry  and  improvement.  But  the  occupations  and 
disturbances  of  war,  extending  their  evil  effects  to  the  citizens 
of  the  republic,  as  well  as  to  the  native  tiibes,  produced  great 
scarcity  of  provisions  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  taught  a 
lesson  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  in  their  present  condition,  means 
of  subsistence,  at  least,  should  be  drawn  from  their  own  soil. 

The  war  at  Sinou  was  severe  in  its  effects  upon  the  people 
of  that  county,  destructive  to  several  villages,  and  to  many 
lives,  arresting  for  a  time  agricultural  and  all  other  improve- 
ments. Its  termination  was  reported  last  year,  but  its  sad  con- 
sequences have  been  felt  in  this.  Great  virtues  often  thrive  in 
adversity,  and  the  people  of  Sinou  have  endured  affliction  with 
fortitude,  and  though  oruised,  are  not  broken  by  misfortune. 
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The  restoration  of  peace  to  Cape  Palmas,  and  the  annexation 
of  that  community  as  a  county  to  the  Republic,  are  among  the 
most  important  events  of  the  year. 

It  was  ordered  by  a  good  Providence,  that  Dr.  Hall  should 
arrive  at  Monrovia  in  charge  of  the  Mary  Caroline  Stevens, 
during  the  alarm  consequent  upon  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities 
at  Cape  Palmas,  in  time  to  meet  the  appeal  of  the  people  of 
that  State,  for  aid,  to  the  authorities  and  people  of  Liberia. 
Deeply  interested  in  the  fortunes  of  that  Republic,  and  especi- 
ally in  the  young  State  at  Palmas,  which,  under  the  auspices  of 
Maryland,  he  had  mainly  contributed  to  found,  and  which  bore 
her  name,  Dr.  Hall  generously  advanced  a  loan  to  the  Liberian 
Government,  adequate  to  the  relief  of  its  necessities,  and  con- 
sented to  convey  on  board  of  the  Stevens,  General  Roberts  as 
Commissioner,  and  a  well  armed  volunteer  force  of  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  men,  to  relieve  their  neighbors  arid  friends  from  peril, 
and  expel  invasion  from  their  soil.  i'he  timely  arrival  of  these 
men  at  Cape  Palmas,  the  sagacious  and  conciliatory  measures 
pursued  by  the  commissioner,  and  many  other  concurring  causes 
led  to  the  immediate  establishment  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  all 
the  hostile  tribes,  which  we  trust  will  be  permanent.  During 
the  progress  of  these  negotiations  foi  peace,  the  general  assem- 
bly and  people  of  that  State  adopted  all  preliminary  measures, 
to  secure  the  annexation  of  their  territory,  as  the  county  of 
Maryland,  to  the  Republic  of  Liberia.  This  proposition,  coming 
as  it  did,  with  the  unanimous  sanction  of  the  people  of  Palmas, 
was  submitted  with  all  the  official  documents  by  President 
Benson,  on  the  6th  of  April,  to  the  Legislature  of  Liberia. 
The  result  was  annexation  on  the 'terms  proposed,  and  the 
early  subsequent  visit  of  the  President  to  that  settlement  satis- 
factorily settled  every  subject  connected  with  the  transaction, 
and  he  had  the  pleasure  "  to  ascertain,  that  general  satisfaction 
and  contentment  prevail  in  that  county."  The  consummation 
of  this  act  adds  largely  to  the  Liberian  territory,  so  that  this 
constitutional  Republic  now  extends  its  jurisdiction,  humanity, 
and  Christian  influence,  over  about  five  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  of  the  sea.coast,  and  many  populous  African  tribes  or 
nations. 

The  last  annual  message  of  President  Benson,  mentions  the 
decease  of  several  prominent  citizens  of  the  Republic,  and  the 
loss  on  the  22d  of  May,  by  the  upsetting  of  his  boat  in  the  St. 
Paul's,  of  J.  M.  Richardson,  so  full  of  energy  and  enterprise, 
and  who,  by  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  cane,  and  other  agri- 
cultural labors,  supplied  a  bright  example,  and  promised  large 
benefits  to  the  Republic,     At  ihe  time  of  his  death,  he  was  an- 
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ticipating  the  arrival  of  a  sugar  mill  valued  at  $5,000,  which 
he  had  been  assisted  to  obtain  through  the  kindness  of  the  New 
York  Society,  and  especially  of  H.  M.  Scheiffelin,  Esq.,  who 
advanced  $3,000,  and  whose  earnest  endeavors  and  great  lib- 
erality in  promoting  the  agricultural  interests  of  Liberia  were 
gratefully  noticed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Directors. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  of  Liberia  in  1856,  were 
$42,644  44,  and  while  the  purchase  of  a  Presidential  Mansion, 
the  expenditures  at  Cape  Mount,  and  the  late  wars,  have  caused 
disbursements  somewhat  beyond  this  amount,  it  is  very  gratify- 
ing to  know  that  the  revenue  of  the  last  fiscal  year  had  advanced 
twenty-five  percent,  beyond  that  of  the  preceding  year,  indicat- 
ing even  in  times  of  difficulty,  an  encouraging  increase  of  com- 
merce, and  the  favor  of  Divine  Providence. 

The  Rev.  John  Orcutt,  Traveling  Secretary  of  the  Society, 
has  been  principally  occupied  during  the  year  in  New  England, 
and  with  his  usual  vigor  and  success.  His  discourses  have  en- 
lightened and  impressed  the  public  mind,  and  considering  the 
perplexed  state  of  financial  affairs,  he  has  obtained  liberal  con- 
tributions. Recently,  by  request  of  the  Committee,  he  visited 
Indiana,  and  found  the  gentlemen  to  whom  the  funds  appro- 
priated by  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  to  colonization,  are 
entrusted,  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  Society,  and  to  recom- 
mend it  to  the  regards  of  their  fellow-citizens  throughout  the 
State. 

The  Agencies  of  the  Society  have  been  less  productive  than  in 
some  previous  years,  yet  the  zeal  of  several  gentlemen  who  are 
dedicating  themselves  to  the  cause,  is  unabated,  and  with  more 
prosperous  times,  they  look  for  greater  success. 

In  Illinois,  the  Rev.  James  B.  Finley  was  engaged  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Society  for  several  months,  with  decided  benefit  to 
the  cause.  For  a  season,  the  prospect  of  an  appropriation 
by  the  State  Legislature  appeared  fair. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Eddy,  of  Chicago,  accepted  an  appointment 
for  the  northern  part  of  Illinois,  but  by  last  advices,  he  finds 
the  extreme  financial  depression  an  insuperable  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  the  efficiency  of  his  agency. 

In  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire,  the  labors  of  Capt.  George 
Barker  have  been  attended  with  an  encouraging  measure  of  suc- 
cess. 

Rev.  B.  O.  Plimpton  and  John  C.  Stockton,  Esq.,  have  ob- 
tained valuable  contributions  in  the  northern  counties  of  Ohio. 

In  Delaware  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Danforth  has  advocated  the  cause  with  earnestness  and  ability 
on  many  occasions. 
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The  Rev.  E.  G.  Nicholson  has  accepted  an  agency  for  a 
large  portion  of  Ohio,  and  thus  far  is  encouraged  to  expect  a 
liberal  measure  of  favor  to  the  enterprise.  The  great  and 
wealthy  cities  of  Ohio  can  hardly  fail  to  respond  to  his  ap- 
peals. 

In  Tennessee,  the  Rev.  L.  D.  Baldwin  has  recently  entered 
upon  his  duties  as  agent,  but  we  are  not  very  fully  informed  of 
his  prospects.  It  is  a  field  of  much  interest,  and  friendly  senti- 
ments have  long  existed  there  towards  this  Society.  We  com- 
mend these  gentlemen  to  the  Christian  public,  and  hope  they 
will  be  permitted  to  report,  during  the  present  year,  generous 
contributions. 

Girard  Ralston,  Esq.,  a  cit'izen  of  the  United  States  resident 
in  London,  an  early  and  constant  fiiend,  and  a  Vice-President  of 
this  Society,  has  been  appointed  Consul-General  of  Liberia, 
and  has  lost  no  opportunity  of  bringing  the  interests  of  that  Re- 
public to  the  attention  of  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  other  European  Powers  ;  while,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Vice-Consuls  in  the  principal  sea-ports  of  England,  he 
has  sought  to  make  known  and  encourage  her  commerce. 

The  English  Government  has,  during  the  year,  consented  to 
repair  at  its  expense,  the  armed  vessel,  which  was  some  yeais 
ago  her  Majesty's  gift  to  Liberia  ;  while  the  Emperor  of 
France  has  directed  a  similar  vessel  of  war  to  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  Mr.  Ralston  for  transmission  to  that  country. 

In  June  last,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  Secretary  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Colonization  Society,  received  a  letter  from  the  Rev. 
Henry  B.  Hooker,  who  had  returned  from  a  visit  during  the 
previous  winter  from  Barbadoes,  setting  forth  the  fact,  that 
while  emancipation  had  proved  to  the  colored  people  of  that 
Island,  a. great  benefit,  especially  in  regard  to  education,  yet 
that  they  were  restricted  to  an  inferior  social  position,  and 
the  landed  property  of  the  Island,  being  almost  exclusively 
in  the  hands  of  the  whites,  they  were  mostly  poor,  and  amid 
the  embarrassment  encompassing  them,  inquired  if  they  could 
.not  find  a  home  in  Africa,  their  father-land.  "They  under- 
stand," says  Mr.  Hooker,  "something  of  the  principles  and 
operations  of  the  American  Colonization  Society.  Indeed 
they  once  made  an  appeal  to  President  Roberts,  of  Liberia,  for 
counsel. 

"  It  should  also  belaid,  the  Island  of  Barbados  is  greatly 
over-populated,  rendering  wages  very  low,  and  keeping  the 
mass  of  the  colored  people  poor. 

"  With  such  pecuniary  aid  as  would  transfer  them  to  Africa, 
great  numbers  would  joyfully  embiace    the  privilege.     Among 
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this  people  are  persons  acquainted  with  the  various  trades  and 
mechanic  arts,  and  especially  are  many  conversant  with  the 
manufacture  of  sugar,  which  seems  destined  to  be  an  important 
product  of  Western  Africa." 

When  the  time  shall  arrive  for  the  easy,  rapid,  and  frequent 
intercourse  of  steamers  between  this  country  and  Liberia,  we 
presume  that  many  of  these  people  will  emigrate  thither  at  their 
own  expense. 

The  Rev.  George  L.  Seymour,  who  resided  for  several  years 
at  Grand  Bassa,  inspired  "with  great  missionary  zeal,  has  advanced 
with  two  or  three  associates  into  the  Pessa  country,  one  hundred 
miles  northeast  of  his  former  home.  He  describes  the  country 
as  elevated,  fertile,  and  healthy  ;  camwood  forests  in  its  vicinity  ; 
the  people  kind  and  hospitable,  with  some  rude  arts,  spinning 
and  weaving  their  own  cotton  cloths,  anxious  to  receive  instruc- 
tion, and  ready  to  welcome  emigrants,  grant  them  lands,  and 
assist  in  their  settlement.  He  has  communicated  a  formal  petition 
from  three  chiefs  to  the  Society,  that  it  would  commence  the 
work  of  colonization  within  their  district,  and  earnestly  seconds 
their  request.  He  believes  cattle  can  be  obtained  in  any  desired 
number  from  the  prairie  lands  a  little  beyond  him,  that  a  good 
wagon  road  can  be  made  from  the  coast  to  his  mission   station 

O  .  .  ... 

for  three  thousand  dollars,  and  that,  with  this  facility,  the  cam- 
wood trade  might  be  secured  with  large  profits.  His  just  and 
earnest  appeal  to  Missionary  Societies,  and  his  colored  breth- 
ren qualified  for  missionary  labor,  to  come  to  his  help  in  the 
interior,  and  to  press  onward  with  ihe  lights  of  civilization  and  of 
DivineTruth  tothevast  unexplored  regions,  and  populous  nations 
near  the  sources  of  the  Niger,  should  not,  and  we  hope  will 
not,  be  disregarded. 

The  importance  of  a  union  of  Sierra  Leone  to  Liberia  under 
the  Republican  Constitution  of  the  latter,  is  urged  with  much 
force  in  his  work  on  Western  Africa  by  the  Rev.  J.  Leighton 
Wilson,  and  the  same  idea  is  put  foij,h,  and  highly  recom- 
mended in  an  English  Review.  That  these  two  Christian 
communities  having  in  most  respects  a  common  object, 
will  ultimately  be  united  with  mutual  advantage,  we  cannot 
doubt.  But  it  would  not  be  wise  to  hasten  it,  as  it  must  arise 
out  of  more  intimate  intercourse  between  those  two  commu- 
nities, and  a  deep  conviction  of  the  benefits  to  themselves  and 
to  Africa,  of  such  a  consummation. 

Since  Africa,  so  long  shut  up  in  darkness,  is  becoming  open 
to  the  knowledge,  and  accessible  to  the  commerce  and  Christian 
enterprise  of  civilized  nations;  since  on  all  her  coasts,  and 
among  her  inteiior  and  even  central  population,  exists  the  de- 
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sire  to  exchange  her  raw  materials  for  the  productions  and  manu- 
factures of  other  parts  of  the  world  ;  since  she  has  ears  to  hear, 
and  hearts  to  appreciate  instruction  ;  since  with  outstreched 
hands,  she  invites  the  return  of  her  long  absent  children;  and  to 
her  villages  and  cities,  faithful  missionaries  to  turn  her  eyes 
and  thoughts  to  the  Saviour  of  men,  and  his  righteous  and 
everlasting  kingdom  :  this  Society  should  early  and  largely  ex- 
tend its  operations,  and  be  sustained  universally  with  greater 
energy,  and  greater  means  of  action. 

From  the  accurately  prepared  statement  of  the  Financial  Sec- 
retary, the  pecuniary  condition  of  the  Society  appears  more  pros- 
perous than  at  any  former  period.  The  receipts  during  the  year 
amount  to  $97,384  84,  nearly  one-half  of  this,  the  gift  of  one  man, 
David  Hunt,  Esq.,  who  made  to  the  Society  the  princely  donation 
of  $45,000,  having  the  previous  year  remitted  $5,000.  Such  lib- 
erality needs  no  commendation.  From  legacies  have  been  re- 
ceived $12,627  35.  The  income  from  our  ship  has  been  $8,304  46. 
We  have  received  directly  from  individuals,  from  the  several  agen- 
cies and  contributions  of  State  Societies,  less  than  in  some  former 
years,  which  is  owing  mainly,  we  may  presume,  to  the  great  pe- 
cuniary embarrassment  of  the  country.  The  debts  due  fiom  the 
Society  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  have  been  paid  off,  and  we 
have  invested  one-half  of  the  Graham  legacy,  of  $5,000,  for  edu- 
cational purposes,  and  temporarily  $20,000  of  Mr.  Hunt's  do- 
nation, which  is  now  bringing  an  income,  and  is  in  a  position 
where  we  can  command  it,  in  a  case  of  emergency.  The  fol- 
lowing table  will  show  the  amount  received  by  the  Society, 
from  the  several  States,  individually: 

Receipts  from  the  different  States  to  1st  January,  1858. 


Alabama 301  50 

Conneeiicut 3,618  20 

Delaware 36  00 

Florida 1  00 

Georgia %       87  00 

Iowa 3  00 

Illinois 430  00 

Indiana 58  00 

Kentucky 2,241  00 

Louisiana 12,174  35 

Maine 906  33 

Maryland 1,064  00 

Massachusetts 857  00 

Michigan 2  00 

Mississippi 46,692  00 

Missouri 90  00 

New  Hampshire 536  29 

New  Jersey 508  00 

New  York 2,066  49 


North  Carolina 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

South  Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Wisconsin 

District  of  Columbia. 

Nebmska 

Liberia 

Choctaw  Nation 

Mary  C.  Stevens 

Miscellaneous 


2,525  80 

2,414  97 

193  48 

807  50 

22  20 

559  00 

3  DO 

184  00 

5,281  35 

500  00 

3,700  HI 

5  00 

1  00 

57  50 

8,304  46 

1,153  51 


Total,  $97,384  84 
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The  several  State  Societies,  owing  to  the  financial  diffi- 
culties, so  depressing  to  all  business,  and  severely  felt  by  our 
benevolent  institutions,  have  received  smaller  contributions 
than  could  have  been  desired.  But  the  attachment  to  the  cause 
in  the  States  where  such  Societies  exist,  has  suffered,  we  trust, 
no  serious  abatement.  The  leport  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
of  famine  in  Liberia,  and  some  other  unfavorable  rumors 
no  doubt  operated  discouragingly,  and  found  persons  ready 
to  exaggerate  the  facts,  and  increase  the  natuial  effects  of 
them. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  friends  of  these  Societies,  to 
whose  energy  and  co  operation  we  have  been  so  largely  in- 
debted, will  suffer  nothing  to  arrest  their  onward  movements  in 
this  vast  scheme  of  benevolence.  How  far  it  may  be  expedient 
to  bring  the  enterprise  with  renewed  zeal  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Stale  Legislatures,  and  ask  their  generous  contributions, 
may  deserve  ihe  consideration  of  the  several  State  Societies  and 
Board  of  Directors. 

Last  year,  the  attention  of  Congress  was  called  by  the  state- 
ments of  Rev.  T.  J.  Bowen,  who,  as  missionary  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Board,  had  resided  some  years  in  the  kingdom  of 
Yoruba,  near  the  Niger,  to  the  importance  of  an  exploration  of 
that  river,  and  a  bill  for  that  object  was  introduced  into  the 
Senate,  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
passed  that  body,  but  unfortunately,  from  the  pressure  of  other 
business  at  that  time,  was  lost  in  the  House.  We  may  look 
for  a  measure  so  important  to  our  commerce,  and  the  civiliza- 
tion of  Africa,  to  receive  the  sanction  of  the  present  Congress. 

"  It  is  possible,"  says  Mr.  Bowen,  "  and  I  feel  as  if  it  were 
probable,  that  all  the  advantages  of  Christian  colonization  may 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  Yoruba  before  long.  There  are  thou- 
sands of  converted  and  partially  civilized  Yoruba  people  in 
Sierra  Leone,  who  are  only  waiting  an  opportunity  to  return 
home.  There  are  thousands  of  colored  Christians  in  America, 
who  would  do  a  great  and  good  work  for  Africa,  by  emigrating 
to  the  same  country.  The  people  of  Yoruba  are  beginning  to 
think,  and  say  that  theirs  is  to  become  a  Christian  country." 

And  here  we  may  briefly  notice  the  recent  establishment  in 
several  of  the  States  of  schools  for  free  persons  of  color,  espe- 
cially designed,  and  adapted,  to  qualify  them  to  become  the 
teachers  and' benefactors  of  their  brethren  in  Africa;  so  that 
many  of  our  future  emigrants  to  Liberia  may  be  prepared 
fully  to  appreciate  their  advantages  and  duties  ;  to  enter  there 
upon    any    of    the   ordinary  professions,  especially    to    impart 
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useful  knowledge,   and    preach    the    Gospel   in   the   interior   of 
Africa. 

The  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  adopted  at  their 
last  annual  meeting,  expressing  their  sense  of  the  importance  of 
the  continuance  by  the  G  >verninent  of  the  exploration  of  the 
countries  interior  from  Liberia,  under  the  direction  of  ihe  Navy 
Department,  by  Capt.  Lynrh,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be  respectfully  requested,  if  agreeable  to  him,  through  the 
commander  of  our  squadron  on  that  coast,  or  some  special 
agent,  to  renew  such  explorations  and  direct  the  examination  of 
various  points,  the  rivers  and  harbors  and  people,  and  to  ascer- 
tain the  resources  and  advantages  of  the  countries  thus  visited, 
was  duly  communicated  to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  but  we  are  not 
informed  of  the  result.  A  deep  interest  was  expressed  by  the 
late  lamented  S  'cietary,  Mr.  Dobbin,  and  had  he  been  spared, 
and  remained  longer  in  office,  it  was  his  purpose  to  make  an 
exploration  of  the  Niger. 

The  various  and  important  considerations  which  go  to  favor 
colonization  in  this  region  ol  Africa,  are  stated  soclearlv,  per- 
tinently and  forcibly  by  Mr.  Bowen,  that  we  take  occasion  to 
introduce  them  into  this  Report.     He  observes: 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  1  am  rejoiced  to  see  that  several  active  friends 
of  colonization  are  looking  toward  Yoruba.  Tins  kinudom  is  the  key  to 
Sudan,  the  dis'ance  from  Lagos  to  Raba,  on  the  Niger,  l>eing  scarcely  two 
hundred  miles.  Hence  there  is  river  communication  far  to  the  norih  and 
northwest,  along  the  Niger,  while  the  Benue  or  Chadda,  which  falls  in  below 
Rnba,  runs  eastward  to  the  heart  of  the  continent.  I  believe  that  no  part  of 
Africa  presents  so  wide  an  extent  of  inland  navigation. 

"The  Yoruba  country  (and  Central  Africa  generally )  is  neither  an  arid 
waste,  nor  a  region  of  malarious  swamps.  Within  forty  miles  of  Lagos  we 
emerge  from  the  forests  into  an  elevated,  diy,  and  airy  country,  with  an  undu- 
lating surface,  productive  soil,  and  abundant  sti  earns  of  pure  water.  Here 
there  is  no  visible  cause  of  luihealthiness.  The  staple  productions  at  present 
are,  maize,  yarns,  and  palm  oil  But  the  natives  raise  various  other  articles, 
including  cotton,  for  their  own  use,  and  in  some  districts  rice.  In  Hausa  i nil 
Burnu,  they  have  wheat.  Many  other  valuable  productions,  as  sugar,  coffee, 
and  spices,  would  soon  be  introduced  by  colonization. 

"  The  future  commerce  of  Central  Africa  will  be  ver>  great,  and  most  of  it 
will  pass  through  or  near  Yoruba.  If  a  line  of  colonial  settlements  were  estab- 
lished in  the  vacant  districts  between  Lagos  and  Raba,  this  traffic  would  begin 
to  be  developed  at  once.  There  cannot  be  less  than  three  millions  of  persons 
on  the  peninsular  tract  of  country  between  the  Niger  and  the  sen,  while  a  com- 
mercial town  on  the  Niger  would  command  the  traffic  of  many  millions  more. 
These  people  are  not  savages.  They  need  the  productions  of  our  country,  and 
are  able  to  pay  for  them.     This  traffic  would  enrich  the  colony. 

"  The  vacant  lands  which  run  through  the  heart  of  Yoruba  to  Kaba  are  capable 
«f  suntaining  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  colonists,  even  without  commerce. 
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But  commerce  would  inevitably  exist,  and  owing  to  the  character  of  the  coun- 
try and  people,  its  growth  would  be  so  rapid  that  a  railroad  would  be  required 
to  compete  with  the  navigation  of  the  Niger.  Happily  a  railroad  from  Lagos 
to  Raba  could  be  built  with  unusually  smail  expense.  Labor  is  cheap,  there 
would  be  no  heavy  grading,  and  the  timber  for  cross- ties  is  exceedingly  dura- 
ble. 

"  Notwithstanding  the  vacant  country  just  mentioned,  Yoruba  and  the  neigh- 
boring kingdoms  are  quite  populous,  and  provisions  are  very  abunJant.  The 
natives  are  kind-hearted,  and  anxious  to  trade.  I  believe  they  would  receive 
colonists  with  open  arms,  and  give  them  lands  on  easy  terms.  The  civilized 
Yoruba  people  from  Sierra  Leone  would  unite  with  the  colonists  from  America, 
and  thus  lead  the  natives  to  do  the  same.  The  final  result  would  probably  be, 
that  all  those  countries,  like  the  Moors  of  the  North,  would  exchange  their 
language  and  religion  for  those  of  the  immigrants." 

If  anything  shall  be  done  by  this  Society  for  colonization 
on  the  banks  of  the  Niger  or  elsewhere,  beyond  the  present 
limits  of  Liberia,  the  concurrence  and  co-operation  of  the 
government  of  that  Republic  should  be  soug  it,  and  the  settle- 
ment founded,  be  in  close  alliance  with  its  interests,  and  sooner 
or  later  share  in  the  benefits  of  its  constitution.  Probably, 
for  the  enterprise  suggest*  d,  neither  the  Society  nor  that 
Republic,  are  now  prepared.  But  of  the  importance  of  the 
measure,  and  that  it  will  be  accomplished  at  an  early  day,  is 
evident.  When  adequate  funds  shall  be  supplied,  the  difficul- 
ties will  not  be  great.  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten,  that  r.s 
heroic  desires  contribute  to  health,  so  the  means  of  benevolence 
usually  increase  with  the  extent  of  its  plans,  and  the  grandeur 
of  its  movements.  Human  life  is  for  a  day  ;  but  the  purposes 
of  good  men  extend  through  future  ages,  and  will  be  fulfilled 
in  the  regeneration  of  nations,  illustrated  in  an  ever-growing  and 
world-wide  beneficence. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  the  foes  of  humanity  will  see 
Africa  enlightened  and  civilized  without  a  struggle.  The  pro- 
gress made  towards  these  ends  by  recent  explorations  and 
arduous  missionary  labors,  by  the  instruction  of  thousands  of 
her  children  gathered  from  hundreds  of  her  tribes,  into  the 
schools  of  Sierra  Leone,  Liberia,  Abbeokuta  and  other  cities 
of  Yoruba,  the  Gaboon,  and  of  many  districts  of  Southern 
Africa  ;  the  growth  of  lawful  commerce,  and  the  wide  and  mul- 
tiplying facilities  for  the  same  still  greater,  and  more  valuable, 
and  for  communicating  to  her  people  that  knowledge  and  re- 
ligion which  elevate  and  sanctify  the  soul,  have  proved  as  fire 
to  the  selfish  and  malevolent  passions  of  man.  Hence  the 
recent  attempted  revival,  and  with  too  much  success,  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  justly  alarming  to  the  friends,  as  it  must  be 
disastrous  to   all  the  interests  of  Africa.     In  the  urgent  want 
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of  labor  in  the  West  Indies  and  Brazil,  to  supply  the  demand 
for  the  coveted  productions  of  the  tropics,  is  sought  an  apology 
for  this  disturbance  of  the  peace  and  threatened  extinction  of 
the  hopes  of  that  quarter  of  the  world.  It  is  stated  that  a  con- 
tract exists  between  the  French  Government  and  a  citizen  or 
citizens  of  France,  for  bringing  a  number  of  Africans  from  their 
own  country  into  the  French  colonies,  but  that,  while  the 
government  intends  that  these  Africans  should  be  bona  fide 
free  emigrants,  the  spirit  of  discord  and  hostility  has  already 
been  kindled  between  African  chiefs  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Lagos,  and  lawful  trade  arrested  or  suppressed,  in  order  that 
by  force  or  fraud,  the  people  should  be  obtained  for  shipment 
in  vessels,  now  waiting  for  them,  on  the  coast.  This  fact  has 
received  attention  in  the  British  House  of  Lords,  where  the 
Earl  of  Clarendon,  among  other  things  said,  "  now,  there  could 
be  no  such  thing  as  a  free  emigration  from  Africa.  We,  our- 
selves, had  tried  the  experiment  sixteen  years  ago,  and  with 
every  safeguard  to  prevent  abuses,  so  as  to  secure  the  freedom 
of  the  African  laborer  on  his  passage,  and  his  proper  treatment, 
while  employed  in  our  colonies,  as  well  as  to  guarantee  his  re- 
turn home  at  the  expiration  of  his  engagement,  if  he  wished  it. 
The  plan  utterly,  ent;rely  failed,  and  it  was  not  likely  would 
ever  succeed  under  any  circnmstances."  The  Earl  of  Derby 
and  Earl  Grey  expressed  a  similar  opinion,  the  former  in- 
sisting "  that  with  every  precaution,  the  system  would  speedily 
become  a  slave  trade,  in  a  disguise  so  thin  that  no  one  could 
doubt  its  character."  Happily  it  is  announced  from  Paris,  that 
the  Emperor,  in  consequence  of  representations  made  from 
England,  had  consented  to  submit  the  subject  of  the  exporta- 
tion of  negroes  from  Africa  to  the  French  colonies,  to  a  con- 
ference to  be  held  in  London.  While,  to  the  dishonor  of  our 
country,  American  capital,  if  not  American  ships,  is  probably 
to  some  extent  clandestinely  employed  in  this  trade,  against  it, 
in  the  spirit  of  our  government  which  long  since  denounced 
it  as  piracy,  this  Society  now,  as  at  all  times,  feels  solemnly 
bound  to  protest.  To  measures  devised  by  Congress  for  its 
suppression,  and  their  wise  execution  in  co-opt  ration  with  the 
Society,  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  was  it  indebted 
for  means  and  ability  to  establish  its  first  settlement,  Mon- 
rovia, so  called,  in  honor  of  its  distinguished  benefactor. 

It  is  gratifying  to  remember  that  in  1823,  a  resolution  intro- 
duced by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer, 
requesting  that  the  President  would  enter  upon  and  prosecute 
:>uch  negotiations  with  the  several  powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  as  he  might  deem  expedient  to  secure  the  denuncia- 


I 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY.         £7 
The  African  Squadron. — Missions. 

tion  of  the  slave  trade  as  piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by 
the  consent  of  the  civilized  world,  was  adopted  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  with  but  nine  dissenting 
votes,  and  at  a  later  period,  unanimously  ;  that  the  traffic  has  re- 
cently been  condemned  by  the  same  body  with  great  unanimity, 
and  that  not  a  single  State  of  this  confederacy  has,  through 
its  legislature,  given  any  sanction  to  this  iniquity. 

The  experience  of  the  squadrons,  stationed  under  the  Webster 
and  Ashburton  treaty,  on  the  coast,  shows  the  necessity  of  substi- 
tuting, in  part,  at  least,  small  steam  vessels  for  ordinary  ships  of 
war,  and  for  a  union  of  all  Christian  nations  in  the  policy  so  unani- 
mously recommended  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States.  And  since  the  mighty  evil  must  be  traced  to 
the  barbarism  of  Africa,  to  her  civilization  must  we  look  for 
a  remedy  wholly  effectual.  A  long  line  of  the  coast  has  been 
rescued,  and  is  sheltered  from  the  horrors  of  this  traffic,  by  the 
Republic  of  Liberia;  and  if  to  sustain  squadrons  for  its  suppres- 
sion be  right  and  expedient,  no  reason  exists  why  the  scheme  of 
African  colonization  which  has  conduced  so  much  to  this  end, 
should  not  receive  some  measure  of  countenance  and  support 
from  the  States,  and  from  our  Federal  Government.  Nor  would 
the  Society  fail  to  acknowledge  the  appropriations  of  several 
of  the  State  Legislatures,  and  that,  in  the  execution  of  its  laws 
against  the  slave  trade,  the  General  Government  has  extended 
to  it,  in  many  instances,  real  and  very  substantial  proofs  of  its 
regard. 

Obedient  to  our  Redeemer's  last  command,  faithful  mis- 
sionaries, animated  by  his  one  spirit,  while  of  various  de- 
nominations, from  the  United  States,  England,  France,  and 
Switzerland,  have  taken  their  stations,  at  many  different 
points  on  the  eastern  and  western  shores  of  Africa^  and  among 
nations  of  the  interior.  They  feel  the  everlasting  value  of  the 
human  soul,  and  dedicate  themselves  in  all  their  faculties,  and 
with  all  earnest  labor,  to  the  spiritual  interests  and  salvation  of 
their  degraded  and  long  neglected  fellow-men.  In  a  rude,  but  not 
unkindly  soil,  they  have  planted  the  good  seed  ;  and  not  in  vain. 
Large  numbers  of  children  and  youth  have  been  gathered  into 
schools,  many  churches  established,  and  mighty  changes  wrought 
in  the  habits,  social  state,  and  temporal  prospects,  as  well 
as  the  religious  condition  and  hopes  of  these  people.  In  the 
wisdom  of  Providence,  from  evil  educing  good,  we  see  the 
slave  trade  made  to  gather  thousands  of  Africans,  of  manv  dif- 
ferent languages,  into  the  schools  of  Sierra  Leone,  to  be  educa- 
ted as  missionaries  and  teachers,  then  return  to  their  own 
countries  ;  while  the  descendants  of  such  as  were  brought  in  bon- 
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'dage  from  her  shores  10  the  United  States,  return  as  a  free  people, 
and  of  their  free  choice,  to  build  up  in  Africa  a  Republican 
Government,  and  that  Christianity  which  is  its  best,  perhaps 
only  sure  suppoit.  The  blessed  word  of  the  gospel  proves  a 
word  of  life  to  the  dead;  he  who  receives  it,  becomes  himself 
a  preacher,  others  repeat  his  words,  until  the  leaven  hid  in  three 
measures  of  meal,  truly  illustrates  the  wide  diffusion,  and  sure 
effect,  of  Divine  Truth.  Missionary  stations  and  laborers  are 
rapidly  increasing  in  numbers  and  influence,  nor  should  it  be 
unnoticed  that  Christian  missions  to  Africa,  to  any  valuable  and 
enduring  extent,  commenced  with  African  Colonization,  that  with 
it  they  have  ever  maintained  a  close  alliance,  and  of  the  highest 
mutual  benefit. 

The  late  explorations  of  Bowen,  and  Burton,  Richardson, 
Baith,  Anderson,  and  Livingston,  and  the  observations  on  the 
the  Western  coast,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  have  unveiled 
vast  regions  of  Africa,  her  mighty  rivers,  unsurpassed  beauty  of 
scenery,  hospitable,  intelligent,  and  numerous  people,  mineral, 
agricultural  and  commercial  resources,  to  the  view  of  mankind  ; 
and  taught  the  moie  favored  nations  how  they  may  improve  her 
condition,  and  make  their  true  interests  identical  with  hers. 
They  show  her  capable,  perhaps  approaching  to  civilization, 
and  full  of  materials  for  it,  and  that  this  great  element  of  moral, 
as  well  as  intellectual  improvement,  should  never  be  divorced 
from  Christianity.  Barbarism  must  go  down  in  Africa  ;  but  in 
Mohammedism,  Christianity  will  meet  with  a  powerful  foe. 

In  the  great  and  benevolent  enterprise  in  which  ihis  Society 
is  engaged,  let  our  hearts  be  strong.  A  great  future  opens 
before  Liberia.  Able  men  are  rising  up  to  conduct  her  destiny, 
to  make  themselves  and  'heir  country  respected  before  the  world. 
The  human*  hand  soon  drops  into  the  dust,  but  the  massive 
column,  shaped,  polished,  and  reared  by  it,  stands  its  long 
enduring  monument.  With  a  power,  whether  approved  or  not, 
irresistable,  the  mighty  and  beneficent  Providence  of  the  Eter- 
nal Father  woiks  for  ihe  redemption  of  Afiica,  and  since  in 
Him  is  all  our  trust,  to  Him  be  all  the  glory. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  President  of  the  American  Colonization  Society.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe, 
Esq.,  being  detained  in  Europe  by  business,  and  unable  to  return  home  in  time 
to  preside  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  in  January,  addressed  the  sub- 
joined letter  to  it.  As  the  letter  did  not  reach  Washington  before  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  meeting,  it  is  thought  due  to  the  Society,  as  well  as  to  its  able 
President,  to  publish  it  in  connection  with  the  proceedings  of  the  annua!  meeting. 
To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  JlmeriMn  Colonization  Society: 

St.  Petersburgh,  December  16,  1857 — N.  S. 

Gentlemen: — It  is  with  regret  that  I  find  myself  unable  to  preside  at  the 
coming  meeting  of  the  Society.  I  pass  the  present  winter  in  St.  Petersburgh, 
and  upon  another,  therefore,  must  devolve  the  duty  which  for  the  last  three 
years  it  has  afforded  me  so  much  pride  and  pleasure  to  perform. 

Leaving  America  in  May  last,  and  having  since  traveled  over  a  large  part  of 
Euiope,  at  a  season,  too,  when  American  affairs  were  of  more  than  ordinary 
interest  abroad,  an  opportunity  was  afforded  of  seeing  our  country  from  a 
stand-point  beyond  her  limits,  and  of  hearing  other  voices  than  those  of  her 
people  speak  of  her  condition  and  her  destiny. 

It  may  be  of  service  sometimes  to  an  American  thus  to  look  back  upon  his 
home.  His  comparisons  will  probably  oblige  him  frankly  to  lay  aside  many 
of  the  prejudices  with  which  he  crossed  the  sea.  Escaping  from  their  influence, 
and  beyond  the  din  and  jar  of  local  excitements,  he  may  be  compared  to  one 
who  from  the  shore' watches  the  majestic  and  resistless  movement  of  the  float- 
ins;  palaces  of  our  waters,  and  to  whom  the  clank  of  the  machinery,  essential 
to 'their  progress,  and  the  excitements  and  quarrellings  of  the  crowd  within,  are 
made  inaudible  by  the  distance.  He  is  forced  to  generalize  about  America.  He 
is  obliged  especially  to  do  this  in  regard  to  the  one  topic  about  which  he  is 
questioned  more  than  any  other,  slavery,  and  every  thing  connected  with  it, 
however  remotely. 

Europe  knows  of  the  slavery  of  the  United  States  as  an  unit.  Individuals 
may  sometimes  recognize  the  distinction  in  this  respect  between  the  North- and 
the  South;  but  these  are  exceptions  To  the  great  mass  slavery  pervades  the 
land.  The  replies  ■which  an  American  makes  to  the  countless  questions,  some- 
times taunts,  upon  this  subject,  are  naturally  colored  by  his  own  peculiar  views 
in  reference  to  it;  but,  whatever  these  may  be,  it  is  as  an  American  that  he 
replies;  not  as  a  citizen  of  Maryland  or  of  New  York,  but  as  an  American, 
proud  of  his  country,  and  of  his  whole  country. 

It  has  been  this  constant  reference  in  Europe  to  the  slavery  of  America, 
keeping,  as  it  has  done,  the  subject  of  our  common  labors,  gentlemen  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  so  prominently  before  me  that  has  led  me  to  desire  to  ex- 
tend this  letter  beyond  the  limits  of  a  mere  apology  for  absence. 

Never  having  had  for  thirty  years  many  doubts  or  misgivings  as  to  the  im- 
portance of  colonization,  I  certainly  did  not  come  abroad  to  have  my  convic- 
tions in  regard  to  it  corroborated;  but,  had  they  needed  strengthening,  Russia 
was  the  place  to  come  to.  Here  involuntary  servitude  exists,  and  here,  as 
with  us,  a  prominent  topic  of  discussion  is  the  future  of  the  serf.  Russia  be- 
comes thus  at  once  of  peculiar  interest  to  Americans.     But  there  is  a  vast  dif- 
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ference  between  the  involuntary  servitude  of  the  two  countries:  and  it  is  in 
noting  this  difference,  and  tracing  it  to  its  causes,  that  the  serfdom  of  Russia 
becomes  a  source  of  instruction  to  those  who  interest  themselves  in  the  questions 
growing  out  of  slavery  in  America. 

When  emancipation  takes  place  from  time  to  time  in  individual  cases  in 
Russia,  as  it  does  with  us,  it  liberates  persons  who  belong  to  the  race  that  has 
already  in  past  ages  produced  the  ancestors  of  many  of  those  who  are  now 
nobles  in  the  land.  Each  emancipated  serf  is  on  the  instant  absorbed  into  the 
mass  of  freemen.  Some  of  the  wealthiest  merchants  of  Russia  are  at  this  time 
undistinguishable  serfs,  paying  the  *•  obrJf "  as  the  price  of  their  virtual  liberty. 
Were  the  whole  body  of  serfs  emancipated  to-morrow  they  would  amalgamate 
instantaneously  with  the  free,  as  do  two  globules  of  quicksilver  when  thrown 
into  the  same  vessel.  You  may  make  two  globules  again,  but  to  recombine  in 
each  the  same  atoms  is  impossible.  When  emancipation  takes  place  in  America 
how  different  is  the  result!  Instead  of  a  closer  union,  there  is  a  wider  separa- 
tion between  the  master  and  the  slave.  The  kindly  ties  of  generations  perhaps 
are  all  broken,  and  distrust  takes  their  place.  There  are  no  affinities  compe- 
tent to  produce  a  united  mass  even;  a  homogeneous  one,  the  result  of  emanci- 
pation in  Russia,  is  of  course  physically  impossible.  Oil  and  water  have  been 
poured  into  the  same  vessel,  and  the  highest  values  of  both  have  been  lost  or 
injured  by  their  contact.     Separation  can  alone  restore  or  reinstate  these. 

It  is  the  necessity  of  this  separation,  looking  to  the  true  interests  of  the  two 
races  where  both  are  free,  as  in  the  case  of  the  white  and  free  colored  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States,  that  brings  colonization,  as  the  means  of  facilitating 
it,  when  circumstances  compel  it,  so  prominently  before  the  individual  who  has 
the  above  comparison  forced  upon  him  by  what  he  sees  here  in  Russia. 

Again,  when  emancipation  takes  place  in  this  country,  Time  soon  makes  the 
late  difference  of  caste  traditional  only.  In  America,  where  color  is  the  badge 
of  caste,  Time  leaves  the  difference  where  it  found  it;  and,  even  on  this  account 
alone,  has  it  here  been  more  forcibly  than  ever  impressed  upon  me  that  the  tale 
which  history  will  have  to  tell  with  us  in  America  will  be  the  old  one  of  the 
Spaniards  and  the  Moors,  the  same  that  it  has  ever  told  where  there  have  been 
two  people,  between  whom  amalgamation  by  intermarriage,  owing  to  a  moral 
difficulty,  equivalent  in  its  effects  to  a  physical  one,  was  impracticable.  The 
weaker  has  invariably  been  the  oppressed,  and  has  ultimately  and  of  its  own 
choice  found  true  liberty  in  self-expatriation.  For  such  a  result,  in  the  present 
case,  as  we  know,  colonization  has  provided,  in  the  establishment  of  the  Re- 
public of  Liberia;  and  of  the  wisdom  of  such  a  provision  one  has  only  to  come 
here  to  be  convinced,  as  he  sees  what  emancipation  accomplishes  in  Russia, 
and  so  has  forced  upon  him  the  conviction  of  what  it  cannot  accomplish  in 
America.  To  one  country  it  may  one  day  give  the  strength  of  millions  of 
freemen;  in  the  other  it  can  but  produce  a  class  whose  happiest  and  most 
honorable  future  must  be  looked  for  in  a  different  land. 

I  may  truly  say  that,  sanguine  as  have  ever  been  my  views  in  regard  to  colo- 
nization, I  have  never  so  fully  appreciated  its  importance  to  our  country,  so 
highly  estimated  the  far-sighted  wisdom  of  the  author  of  the  scheme  and  the 
founders  of  the  So-iety,  as  since  1  have  been  in  Russia. 

Whether  the  free  people  of  color  will  avail  themselves  of  what  has  been  done 
in  their  behalf,  and  seek  Liberia  as  the  European  emigrant  seeks  America,  to 
better  their  condition,  it  is  for  (hem  exclusively  to  determine.     To  them  the 
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thunder  may  long  continue  inaudible  which  the  colonizationist  even  now  hears 
rolling:  afar  off.  For  years  they  may  remain  incredulous  as  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  the  circumstances,  beyond  man's  power  to  control,  that  "  shall  deprive 
them  of  the  freedom  of  choice  and  leave  them  no  alternative  but  removal."  It 
is  not  every  barque  that  sails  the  sea  that  seeks  the  haven  of  refuge;  but  lor 
those  that  need  it  and  avail  of  it,  it  becomes  God's  own  gift;  and  if  we  have 
prepared  such  an  one  for  the  free  people  of  color  in  our  country,  and  we  should 
prove  to  be  right  in  our  views  as  to  its  necessity,  He  is  to  be  praised  who  has 
prospered  the  slender  means  by  which  the  work  has  been  accomplished. 

Renewing,  gpntlemen  of  the  Board,  the  expression  of  my  regret  at  my  in- 
ability to  be  present  with  you  at  the  coming  meeting,  and   tendering  to  each  of 
you  individually  my  cordial  good  wishes  and  sincere  respect, 
1  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  H.  B.  Latrobe, 
President  American  Colonization  Society. 


The  forty-first  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  was 
held  in  Trinity  Church,  Washington  City,  on  the  evening  of  the  J 9th  ultimo, 
at7|  o'clock,  when,  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  J.  H.  B.  Latrohe,  Esq., 
the  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  the  senior  Vice  President  present,  took  the 
chair.  At  the  request  of  the  chairman,  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Cummins.  Parts  of  the  Annual  Report  were  read  by  the  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary, the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley.  Very  interesting  and  impressive  addresses 
were  then  made  by  the  Rev.  Philip  Slaughter,  D.  D.,  of  Virginia;  Rev.  T. 
J.  Bowen,  who  has  resided  several  years  as  a  missionary  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Board  of  Missions,  in  Yoruba,  near  the  Niger;  and  the  Rev.  John  Seys, 
Special  Agent  of  the  American  Colonizatu  n  Society,  who  has  recently  returned 
from  his  arduous  and  successful  labors  for  the  establishment  of  an  Interior 
Settlement  in  Liberia. 

The  first  speaker  was  the  Rev.  Philit  Slaughter,  who  introduced  his 
address  by  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  in  our  judgment  America  in  Africa  is  the  solution  of  the 
problem  of  Africa  in  America. 

Dr.  Slaughter  commenced  his  remarks  by  saying  that  he  was  not  ashamed 
to  avow  himself  one  of  those  who  have  conceived  the  highest  ideal  of  the  part 
which  America  is  destined  to  play  in  that  great  drama  of  which  this  earth  is 
the  theatre,  and  in  which  nations  are  the  actors,  under  the  supervision  of  that 
"Divinity  which  shapes  our  ends,  rough-hew  them  as  we  will."  He  said, 
emphatically,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Divinity  which  shapes  our  ends,  be- 
cause he  believed  that  there  is  a  God  in  history,  and  that  in  His  wisdom  He 
reserved  tliis  new  world  as  the  theatre  of  a  higher  social,  political  and  religious 
development  of  humanity  than  was  vouchsafed  to  the  preceding:  ages;  and  as  a 
centre  of  influences  which  are  to  radiate  to  the  north  and  to  the  south,  to  the 
east  and  to  the  west,  until  they  surround  the  world  like  its  atmosphere. 

I  would  not  (the  speaker  continued)  presumptuously  interpret  His  ways;  but 
I  think  1  see  His  providence  in  the  varied  and  important  events  which  were 
grouped  around  the  discovery  of  this  continent,  and  which  made  that  era  stand 
out  so  prominently  among  the  preceding  ones. 

It  was  something  more  than  a  curious  coincidence  that  the  revival  of 
letters  and  of  the  arts,  the  discovery  of  printing,  and  of  the  polarity  of  the 
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magnet,  just  preceded  and  the  reformation  of  religion  just  succeeded  the  dis- 
covery of  America. 

The  minds  of  meditative  men,  too,  were  expectant  of  a  ereat  chang;«  in  tht 
world's  affair*,  and  of  a  new  world  as  ihe  scene  of  it.  Irving  tells  us  that  the 
philosophers  placed  it  in  the  lost  Atlantis.  The  poets  beheld  it  in  the  Islands 
of  the  Blessed,  and  the  stern  spirit  of  Seneca  discerned  a  fiirer  abode  of  hu- 
manity in  the  western  ocean,  in  ■contemplation  of  winch  he  uttered  those  re- 
markable words: 

*  •      *        *    "  Venient  annis 

Sceeula  seris  quibus  ooeaims 

Kerum  vinciila  laxet  et  ingens 

Pateat  tellus.  Typhusque  novos 

Detegat  orbes,"  &c. 
I  cannot  trace  the  steps  which  led  Columbus  to  the  discovery  of  America, 
without  being  convinced  that  that  great  man  was  moved  by  a  higher  inspiration 
than  that  of  mere  human  genius  He  seemed  to  see  by  faith  this  new  world, 
as  mariners  sometimes  see  the  land  towards  which  they  are  steering,  long  ere 
they  have  reached  it,  indistinctly  reflected  upon  the  clouds.  Again  :  1  think  1 
see  that  Providence  in  the  process  by  which  North  America  became  the  heri- 
tage of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  of  the  English  language,  English  law,  English 
literature,  and  of  the  English  Bible.  I  think,  too,  I  see  that  Providence  enabling 
our  fathers  to  accomplish  a  revolution  which  has  no  parallel  in  the  annals  of 
the  world,  and  to  lay  the  foundations  of  governments  which  had  no  model  on 
the  face  of  the  globe.  The  principle  which  lies  at  the  root  of  this  nation  is 
Christianity.  Not  Christianity  as  she  was  fettered  in  the  Old  World,  but 
Christianity  loosed  from  her  swathing  bands,  standing  alone,  in  her  own  might, 
shining  with  her  own  light,  "  like  some  bird  of  heavenly  plumage  fair,"  about 
to  expand  her  wings  for  a  grander  flight  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.  For 
the  first  time  in  the.  history  of  the  world  all  the  great  principles  of  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty — liberty  of  thought,  liberty  of  faith,  liberty  of  worship,  liberty 
of  speech,  and  liberty  of  the  press — were  enacted  into  the  organic  law  of  the 
land.  It  would  seem  that  the  soul  of  the  great  reformation  had  transmigrated 
into  the  American  body  politic.  These  were  the  principles  that  demanded  a  New 
World,  a  fulcrum  upon  which  to  move  the  Old  World.  And  what  a  fulcrum  ! 
Her  vast  plains  and  lofty  mountains,  teeming  with  maienals  adequate  to 
furnish  the  food  and  feed  the  fires  of  all  mankind  ;  her  mighty  rivers,  rolling 
in  every  direction  to  mingle  with  the  world  of  waters  which  beat  upon  every 
shore.  Such  is  America,  stretching  in  an  opposite  direction  to  theOid  World, 
through  nearly  all  the  climatic  forms  of  the  earth,  "  enthroned,  queen  like,  be- 
tween the  two  great  oceans,"  stretching  forth  one  hand  to  the  Pacific  and  the 
other  to  the  Atlantic  to  welcome  the  poor  and  oppressed  of  every  land.  And 
they  have  heard  and  heeded  the  invitation.  A  great  Englishman  has  said  that 
the  world  has  never  witnessed  an  emigration  like  that  which  has  taken  place  to 
America  since  the  first  dispersion  of  mankind.  Hordes  of  emigrants  are  con- 
tinually swarming  off  in  crowds  as  resistless  and  unieturning  as  the  travellers 
to  eternity.  AH  i be  historical  'aces  of  the  eartli  have  come,  and,  like  the  dis- 
integration oi  nifferei:.  oils,  mv  blended  Into  one  nationality,  making  a  rich- 
ness and  fertility  »'  .latura'  life  such  as  was  ieve.p  «eer  before.  Intbe  language 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Moore,  nut  neople.ari  made  i  o''  he  bee  blood  O''' .he  Vvorld, 
and  this  is  ihe  secrei  o  ibc  lower  and  energy  o  .his  country.  The  United 
States  doubles  its  population  in  less  than  twenty-five  years,  and  more  than 
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doubles  its  resources.  It  will  13000  contain  teg  times  us  many  inhabitants  as 
were  ever  before  animated  by  the  spirit  of  a  free  pe<  pie.  They  carry  their 
altars  with  them  into  the  wilderness,  and  the  aborigines  melt  away  before 
them  like  snows  under  an  April  sun.  The  march  of  ihe  Anglo-Saxons,  said 
De  Tocqueville,  in  his  time,  towards  the  West  has  all  the  solemnity  of  a  Provi- 
dential event;  it  is  like  a  de  uge  of  people  rising  unabatedly,  and  daily  driven, 
as  it  were,  by  the  hand  of  God.  Since  those  words  were  written  they  have 
^covered  the  shore  of  the  Pacific,  where  they  have  met  the  Chinese,  and  in  pro- 
cet-s  of  time  will  doubtless -meet  England  in  the  East,  as  she  come.;  up  through 
Australia  and  India* 

The  same  enterprise  will  in  time  doubtless  carry  our  people  through  Cen- 
tral and  spread  them  over  youth  America,  until  our  pulse  shall  circle  through 
the  continent  from  the  Afct'c  to  the  Antarctic  circle.  And  this  result  will  take 
place  without  premeditation  or  effort,  bnt  in  the  natural  course  of  events,  from 
the  superiority  of  North  American  over  South  American  institutions,  unless  the 
irttter  shall  conform  themselves  to  our  model  and  follow  in  our  career.  What. 
imagination  can  conceive  the  extent  of  the  influence  which  such  a  country 
would  v/ield  over  the  fates  of  the  world*  Already  has  American  influence 
been  powerfully  felt  abroad. 

A  great  British  author  said  long  ago  that  every  expansion  of  American  in- 
fluence was  felt  in  Europe.  The  discovery  of  it  overturned  the  sysiems  of  the 
ancients;  the  opening  of  its  mines  produced  a  revolution  in  commerce,  and  the 
ition  of  its  indeptndence  fired  a  train  which  overturned  the  monarchy  of 
France,  and  which,  I  will  add,  has  been  exploding  ever  since.  If  this  was 
true  in  our  infancy,  what  must,  be  the  influence  of  our  manhood,  when  our 
vessels  traverse  ev;ry  sea,  cur  citizens  visit  every  land,  and  our  missionaries 
preach  in  every  language! 

But  there  is  one  people  who  could  not  feel  the  force  of  our  example.  We 
■could  not  go  to  them,  because  *'  Pestilence  stood  sentinel  at  the  gates  of 
Africa."  Providence  seemed  to  say  to  the  wave  of  Anglo-Saxon  population 
which  is  overflowing  the  earth-,  "  hitherto  shalt  thou  come,  but  no  further,  and 
here  shall  thy  proud  waves  be  stayed."  But  God's  ways  are  not  as  our  ways, 
oor  his  thoughts  as  our  thoughts.  If  America  could  not  go  to  Africa,  Africa 
must  come  to  America,  and  as  they  coukl  not  come  spontaneously,  having 
■never  heard  of  it,  he  permitted  avaricious  men,  in  the  gratification  of  their  own 
lusts,  to  compel  them  to  come.  This  is  a  great  mystery  which  I  cannot  ex- 
pound. I  can  only  see  that  what  men  mean  for  evil,  as  in  the  case  of  Joseph 
and  his 'brethren,  God  often  means  for  good.  I  do  not  justify  the  ways  of 
man;  1  only  justify  the  ways  of  God,  o'.U  of  evil  educing  good.  I  recognise 
facts  even  where  I  cannot  explain  the  philosophy  of  them,  The  fact  is,  that 
nearly  four  millions  of  Africans  ate  in  America,  and  under  the  discipline  to 
which  they  have  been  subjected,  they  have  risen  in  the  intellectual  and  moral 
•order,  until  they  have  reached  a  stature  far  above  their  race  in  its  native  seats. 
But  there  stands  Africa  still,  the  "  Niobe  of  Nations,"  in  her  voiceless  woe — 
"  An  empty  urn  within  !ier  withered  hands, 
Whose  holy  dusl  u  as  scattered  long  ago." 
How  shall  her  countless  millions  be  reached  by  Christian  civilization  ?  Upon 
this  point  allow  me  to  read  an  extract  from  an  English  author,  written  long 
•ago,  and  which  seems  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  most  curious  and  prophetic  passages 
«n  our  language.  After  surveying  the  moral  condition  of  the  world,  he  says  ; 
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"  Tlie  least  hopeful  division  of  it  is  Central  Africa,  which  lias  ever  been 
cut  oil"  from  any  salutary  influence  from  the  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  has 
only  had  her  misery  heightened  by  her  intercourse  with  mo.e  enlightened 
nations,  but  which  yet  is  the  country  which  nature  had  blessed  with  the  most 
abundant  fertility;  and,  when  the  years  of  its  sufferings  are  accomplished,  we 
may  expect  it  will  be  as  piohfic  of  good  as  it  has  been  of  what  is  noxious. 
There  is  no  gleam  of  hope  that  arises  from  Africa  itself;  but  out  of  the  very 
depths  of  the  calamities  of  Africa  a  prospect  arises  of  ultimate  relief.  The 
slave  trade,  which  heightened  all  the  evils  to  which  that  country  is  subject,  has 
brought  a  portion  of  the  African  race  into  close  contact  with  men  who  are 
civilized.  Europe  and  Africa,  dissevered  in  their  fates  from  each  other,  have 
met  together  in  the  colonies  of  America,  and  the  rising  prospects  of  that  New 
World  afford  the  means  and  the  hopes  for  the  civilization  of  Africa.  While 
Europeans  were  prevented  from  settling  in  Africa,  and  the  Africans  had  no 
means  of  acquiring  the  knowledge  of  Europe,  an  impassable  barrier  seemed 
raised  between  them;  but  now  that  both  have  been  brought  to  inhabit  a  third 
country,  it  is  comparatively  easy  to  train  those  negroes  in  America  who  will 
be  able  to  introduce  into  Africa  the  first  rudiments  of  amelioration.  Africa  is 
the  natural  resort  of  the  blacks  that  are  emancipated.  Placed  in  the  JN'ew 
World  in  an  ambiguous  situation,  between  the  freemen  and  the  slaves,  they 
are  lo  ked  upon  with  an  evil  eye,  as'persons  who  have  no  asceitained  position 
in  society.  But  in  Africa  a  new  career  awaits  them,  and  they  will  be  hailed 
by  their  kindred  as  the  introducers  of  what  is  useful,  and  the  instructors  of 
nascent  empires.  What  is  wanting  is  a  landing-place;  some  settlement  to  re- 
ceive them  on  their  first  touching  the  coast,  from  which,  in  time,  they  would 
spread  from  one  tribe  to  another,  until  they  diffused  themselves  over  the  interior 
of  the  continent;  and  when  that  returning  emigration  has  once  begun  it  will 
every  year  widen,  as  one  race  of  emigrants  will  smooth  the. passage  for  oihers, 
&c.  The  slave  vessels  which  were  carrying  the  first  victims  of  European 
avarice  across  the  Atlantic  were  unconsciously  laying  the  train  of  the  future 
greatness  of  Africa;  and  the  liberated  blacks,  like  the  Israelites  from  Egypt, 
will  return,  carrying  with  them  the  ark  of  God,"&c. 

What  is  wanting  is  a  landing-place.  The  American  Colonization  Society 
has  supplied  that  want;  it  has  not  merely  found  a  landing-place,  but  it  has 
actually  landed  between  eight  and  ten  thousand  of  these  Africans  in  their  father- 
land, who  have  organized  a  Government  after  our  model.  I  will  not  presume 
to  enter  into  details  in  the  presence  of  the  missionaries  who  are  to  follow  me, 
and  who  will  testify  to  what  they  have  seen.  I  will  merely  say  in  general 
that  our  civil  and  religious  institutions  have  been  transferred  into  Central 
Africa.  Printing  presses,  schools,  and  churches,  and  all  the  machinery  of 
Christian  civilization  have  been  put  in  motion  there.  We  have  thus  pushed 
the  base  of  African  missionary  operations  across  the  Atlantic,  and  made  the 
centre  of  African  missions  coincide  with  the  centre  of  African  barbans.ni.  We 
have  extinguished  the  slave  trade  along  five  hundred  miles  of  the  coast,  thus 
effecting  with  the  dove  of  peace  what  the  lion  of  Great  Britain  and  the  eagle  of 
America,  flying  at  the  mast-heads  of  proud  squadrons,  failed  in  accomplishing. 
Considering  the  great  distance  at  which  we  had  to  operate,  and  the  rudeness  of 
the  materials  with  which  we  had  to  work,  I  can  only  ascribe  the  success 
that  has  attended  our  efforts  to  the  Divine  intervention  and  blessing.  A  great 
number  of  the  wisest  and  best  men  of  our  country  concur  in  the  opinion  that  this 
enterprise  will  succeed,  at  least  to  the  extent  of  building  up  a  home  for  Christianity 
in  Afric-a,  from  which  influences  will  gradually  go  out  which  will  result  in  the 
civilization  of  that  benighted  land. 

It  is  interesting  to  trace  the  idea  of  African  colonization  from  its  first  sug- 
gestion to  its  full  development  in  the  American  Colonization  Society.  Dr. 
Hopkins,  of  Rhode  Island,  in  1772,  conceived  the  thought  of  substituting  free 
negroes  for  white  missionaries  to  Africa.     Mr.  Jefferson,  in  177G,  prepared  a 
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plan  of  colonization  as  chairman  of  a  committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia; 
but  nothing  definite  was  done,  probably  because,  when  the  committee  reported, 
Mr.  Jefferson  was  in  France.  The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  in  1800, 
1802,  and  1804,  passed  resolutions  upon  the  subject,  and  a  correspondence  en- 
sued between  the  President  of  the  United  States  (Mr.  Jefferson)  and  Messrs. 
Monroe  and  Page,  Governors  of  Virginia,  as  to  the  comparative  advantages  of 
our  Southwestern  frontier,  of  the  West  Indies,  and  of  Africa,  as  a  proposed 
site  for  the  colony.  Our  difficulties  with  foreign  powers  arrested  these  interest- 
ing proceedings.  Mr.  Jefferson,  however,  continued  to  agitate  the  subject 
from  his  retirement  at  Monticello,  saying,  in  1811 — 

"  I  have  long  made  up  my  mind  that  this  is  the  best  measure  for  drawing  off 
this  part  of  our  population.  Going  from  a  country  possessing  all  the  useful 
arts,  they  might  be  the  means  of  transplanting  them  to  Africa,  and  would  thus 
carry  back  to  the  country  W  their  origin  seeds  of  civilization  which  would  ren- 
der their  sojourn  here  a  blessing  in  the  end  to  that  country." 

In  18 1G  the  General  Assembly  passed  the  following  resolutions  by  a  majority 
of  137,  out  of  146  votes  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  with  but  one  dissenting 
voice  in  the  Senate  : 

"  Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  has  repeatedly  sought  to  ob- 
tain an  asylum  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States  for  such  persons  of  color 
as  have  been,  or  may  be  emancipated  under  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth, 
but  have  still  found  all  their  efforts  frustrated,  &c: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be  requested  to  correspond  with  the  President 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  territory  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  some  other 
place  not  within  the  United  States,  to  serve  as  an  asylum  of  such  persons  of 
color  as  are  now  free  and  desire  the  same,  and  for  those  who  may  be  hereafter 
emancipated  within  this  commonwealth,"  &c. 

In  tiie  response  to  this  demand  the  American  Colonization  Society  was 
formed  at  Washington,  in  January,  1817,  by  politicians  and  Christians  from 
the  North  and  the  South.  What  but  the  overruling  providence  of  God  could 
have  produced  this  conjuncture  of  circumstances  and  union  of  minds! 

It  was  a  happy  coincidence  that  the  year  of  the  establishment  of  the  Coloni- 
zation Society  was  the  year  of  the  accession  of  James  Monroe  to  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  United  States.  We  have  seen  Monroe's  active  co-operation  while 
Governor  of  Virginia  with  Jefferson,  then  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
stimulating  and.  shaping  those  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  which 
led  to  the  formation  of  the  Colonization  Society.  We  shall  now  see  his  agency 
in  a  higher  sphere  in  executing  those  laws  of  Congress  which  were  perhaps  in- 
dispensable to  the  establishment  of  a  colony  itself.  It  was  hardly  possible  for 
a  private  society  to  make  a  permanent  plantation  upon  a  distant  and  barbarous 
shore.  At  d  it  was  not  likely  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  should 
take  the  responsibility  of  such  a  measure,  although  Jefferson,  Madison,  Mon- 
roe, and  Marshall,  all  concurred  in  the  opinion  of  its  expediency  and  constitu- 
tionality. But  that  Divine  Providence,  whose  ways  are  not  our  ways,  had, 
as  it  seems  to  me,  laid  far  back  in  the  legislation  of  Congress  a  train  of  causes 
whose  effects  made  it  the  interest  of  the  General  Government  to  co-operate 
with  the  Colonization  Society.  The  act  of  Congress  prohibiting  the  foreign 
slave  trade  after  1808  contained  a  provision  placing  Africans  recaptured  by  our 
navy  at  the  disposition  of  any  State  within  whose  territory  they  might  be 
landed.  Under  this  provision  the  Legislature  of  some  States  sold  a  number  of 
recaptured  Africans.  In  1819  two  delegates  from  Virginia,  Messrs.  Mercer 
and  Floyd,  reported  a  bill  repealing  these  provisions  and  committing  all  recap- 
tured Africans  to  the  custody  of  the  marshals  of  the  United  States  until   they 
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could  be  restored  to  their  own  country.  It  also  authorized  the  President  to 
appoint  agents  »pon  the  coast  of  Africa  to  receive  those  Africans,  and  appro- 
priated one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  carry  its  provisions  into  effect.  The 
legislation  of  Congress  having  thus  devolved  upon  the  Genera!  Government  a 
necessity  for  providing  an  asylum  for  the  recaptured  Africans,  it  became  the 
interest  of  the  Government  to  co-operate  with  the  Society,  whose  designs  weie 
just  ripe  for  execution.  We  cannot  tell  how  it  strikes  others,  but,  for  myself, 
1  recognize  with  reverence  in  these  proceedings  what  seem  to  me  unmistakable 
indications  of  a  Divine  Providence  presiding  over  and  shaping  the  ends  of  in- 
dividuals and  of  nations.  It  was  in  acknowledgement  of  Mr  Monroe's  bene- 
ficent execution  of  this  law  of  Congress  that  the  capital  of  Liberia  was  called 
Monrovia.  Whether  the  General  or  State  Governments  will  hereafter  support) 
©r  repudiate  a  policy  initiated  by  such  eminent  authorities  is  more  than  I  car> 
tell.  But,  whatever  may  be  their  views  of  expediency,  our  duty  is  clear.  The 
grand  epochs  in  the  history  of  man  have  been  signalized  by  higher  mo- 
tives than  those  which  usually  dictate  human  policies.  God  is  in  them,  and 
ail  human  beings  and  events  shall  ultimately  move  in  the  orbits  and  obey  the 
laws  which  He  prescribes.  If  this  thing  be  of  man,  it  will  come  to  naughty 
but  if  it  be  of  God,  man  cannot  overthrow  it.  The  real  strength  of  this  enter- 
prise is  in  the  Christian  hearts  that  are  beating  behind  it.  The  conversion  of 
Central  Africa  to  Christianity  had  long  been  an  insoluble  problem  to  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  The  Son  of  Righteousness  in  making  His  circuit  of  the  earth- 
had  visited  other  lands,  and  even  illumined  the  fron-tiers  of  Africa.  But  not  as 
ray  had  penetrated  the  land  of  the  black  man.  For  t*o  hundred  years  Chris- 
tian missionaries  had  gone  there  with  the  heroic  purpose  of  planting  the  en- 
signs of  the  Gospel  within  this  entrenched  camp  of  Satan.  The  result  was  a 
peifect  failure,  and  the  bones  of  a  noble  army  of  martyrs  bleached  the  burning 
sands.  To  human  view  the  land  seemed  doomed,  but  not  to  the  eye  of  faith, 
which  saw  through  these  frowning  providences  Ethiopia  stretching  out  her 
hands  to  God.  At  this  critical  moment  the  happy  thought  was  suggested  of 
colonizing  Africa  with  free  American  Christianized  negroes.  The  Colonization 
Society  is  a  missionary  society.  The  colonist  and  the  missionary  must  slant! 
or  fall  together.  Missions  and  colonization,  said  our  African  bishop  Payne, 
have  ever  been  God's  great  schemes  for  spreading  Christianity  over  the  world. 
The  Methodist  Bishop,  Scott,  after  visiting  the  churches  in  Liberia,  calls  the 
colonies  the  bright  spots  raying  out  light  upon  the  surrounding  darkness.  Of 
the  same  import  is  the  testimony  of  the  Baptist  and  Presbyterian  missionaries. 
Let  us,  then,  with  hand  joined  with  hand  and  heart  linked  with  heart,  launch' 
the  Colonization  Society  as  a  missionary  society.  Cheered  by  the  voices,  and 
wafted  by  the  prayers,  of  all  Christendom,  it  will  move  on  gloriously  to  its 
consummation.  It  has  passed  serenely  through  many  a  storm,  and  nothing  can 
wreck  it  so  long  as  we  sail  by  the  chart  of  our  constitution,  which  limits  our 
operations  exclusively  to  the  removal  of  free  persons  of  color.  To  this  princi- 
ple we  are  solemnly  pledged,  and,  as  long  as  we  adhere  to  it,  our  position  is 
impregnable.  The  missionary  argument  is  a  brief  one,  and  is  as  follows:  the 
millions  of  Africa,  however  degraded,  still  belong  to  the  human  family  for 
whom  Christ  died  It  is  our  du'y  to  send  them  the  G>spel,  and  free  American- 
ized negroes  are  the  only  missionaries  that  can  long  survive  the  burning  sun  so 
fatal  to  the  white  man.  In  the  graphic  and  emphatic  language  of  Governor 
Wise,  of  Virginia: 

••  The  black  miBwionary  to  black  Africa,  like  to  like,     "Who  rofit  to  be  the 
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pioneer  of  civilization  in  Africa  as  the  black  man  ?  Its  light  expires,  has  always 
gone  out,  in  the  hand  of  the  white  man.  I  firmly  believe  that  slavery  on  tins 
continent  was  intended  oy  God  to  be  the  sun  of  the  illumination  of  that  land  of 
night.  Js  there  ought  religiously  wrong  in  making  an  indolatrous  pagan  sire 
vviirk  out  the  Christianity  of  a  son?  If  this  be  not  so,  why  were  Africans 
brought  across  the  ocean,  leaving  our  Indians  unenslaved  ?  Why,  but  to  return 
civilization  for  slavery.  Africa  gave  Virginia  a  savage  and  a  slave,  Virginia 
gives  bad;  to  Africa,  a  ciiizen  and  a  Christian.  Send  forth  these  your  mission- 
aries, with  lighi  and  love,  to  ihe  land  of  night,  until  that  dry-nurse  of  lions 
shall  become  the  nursery  of  civilization,  and  law,  and  order,  and  religion. 
The  destiny  of  this  people  is  towaids  Africa  My  authority  is  God's  provi- 
dence against  futile  attempts  of  human  Babel-builders  upon  earth.  His  ser- 
vants had  better  be  about  their  Master's  work." 

Let  us,  then,  my  Christian  friends,  take  courage  and  go  forward  like  brave 
men  to  our  work.  We  shall  not  witness  its  consummation;  but  let  us  leave  it 
as  a  legacy  to  our  children,  and  they  will  transmit  it  to  succeeding  generations. 
God  works  not  in  a  day  or  generation.  A  thousand  years  are  with  Him  but 
as  one  day.  Tune  is  a  necessary  element  in  human  progress.  What  is  of 
Jong  growth  is  of  slow  decay,  and  the  inveterate  evils  of  many  ages  cannot  be 
-eradicated  within  the  hour-glass  of  one  man's  life.  We  Americans  are  im- 
patient of  results  that  are  long  in  coming'.  Expresses  and  electric  telegraphs 
are  our  types.  Everything  that  is  worlhy  of  being  done  must  be  dune  with 
the  rapidity  of  lightning  and  the  energy  ot  the  earthquake.  Time  was,  when 
it  was  proposed  to  oiler  bounties  to  quicken  immigration  to  our  shores,  but 
now  the  eyes  of  the  oppressed  are  everywhere  turning  wisifully  towards  this 
land  of  promise,  and  there  is  an  exodus  from  the  Old  World  to  the  New. 
And  it  may  be  that  by  the  time  Liberia  shall  have  acquired  a  capacity  of  safely 
receiving  and  assimilating  large  numbers  ol  our  tiee  blacks,  that  the  pressure 
upon  them  will  have  become  so  intense  that  a  spontaneous  movement  of  them 
will  take  place  to  Africa  like  that  of  the  pauper  population  of  Europe  to  our 
own  shores.  Nothing  is  wanting  but  unity  among  Christians,  energised  by  a 
strong  will  to  do  the  will  of  God,  to  change  the  face  of  the  moral  world.  It  is 
everywhere  in  a  state  of  transition;  and  voluntary  associations  of  Christians, 
like  so  many  wheels  in  the  mechanism  of  society,  aie  rapidly  bringing  the 
earth  under  the  influence  ot  more  genial  skies.  Millions  aie  ready  to  join  in 
the  sublime  prayer  of  Milton — 

,;  Come  tnou  that  hast  the  seven  stars  in  thy  right  hand;  appoint  thy  chosen 
priests  to  niini&ter  oefore  thee.  Thou  ha.si  sent  out  the  spirit  of  prayer  into 
all  the  earth,  and  stirred  up  their  vows,  as  the  soiud  of  many  waters  about 
thy  throne.  Surely  every  one  can  say  ihat  ihou  hast  visued  this  land  (J 
perfect  uid  accomplish  ihy  glorious  woik!  Mtn  may  leave  their  work  un- 
finished, but  thou  art  a  God;  thy  nature  is  perfection.  Ihe  times  and  the 
seasons  pass  along  under  thy  feet;  they  come  and  go  at  thy  bidding.  And 
since  thou  did 'st  dignify  our  lathers' days  with  many  revelat.ons  above  all  the 
preceding  a^es,  so  Hum  can'st  vouchsafe  to  us  a  larger  portion  of  thy  spirit, 
jis  ihou  pleasest.  For  who  shall  prejudice  thy  all  governing  will  ?  And,  since 
the  power  of  thy  grace  is  not  passed  away,  as  fond  and  faithless  men  imagine, 
but  thy  kingdom  is  now  at  hand,  and  thou  standing  at  ihe  door,  come  fonh 
out  of  thy  royal  chambers,  ihou  Prince  of  all  ihe  kings  of  the  earth!  Tut  on 
the  visible  robes  of  thy  imperial  imijesty!  Take  up  that  unlimited  sceptre 
which  thy  Almighty  Father  has  bequeathed  thee;  for  the  voice  of  thy  bride 
calls  thee,  and  ail  nature  signs  to  be  renewed." 

The  conversion  of  Africa  will  perhaps  be  the  last  act  in  the  great  drama  of  the 
world's  redemption.  Then  may  we  hope  that  the  dove  of  peace  may  descend 
upon  the  earth,  with  the  millenial  olive-branch  in  his  mouth,  and  waving  his  ra- 
diant wings  over  a  redeemed  world  that  shall  then  keep  jubilee  a  thousand  years. 
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Rev.  Mr.  Bowen'a  Speech. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Bow  en  then  spoke  as  follows: 

Air.  President: — It  is  not  through  mere  formality  that  I  express  sincere 
pleasure  in  this  opportunity  of  raising  my  voice  in  behalf  of  African  Coloniza- 
tion. A  nobler  cause  has  never  engaged  the  hearts  and  the  hands  of  men. 
Commerce  is  a  great  instrumentality  for  the  improvement  of  the  human  race; 
the  arts  and  sciences,  which  we  are  transferring  to  Africa,  are  still  greater; 
Christian  missions  are  more  important  than  all  other  instrumentalities;  but  all 
of  these,  commerce,  science,  art  and  Christianity,  converge  and  combine  in  the 
present  work  of  colonizing  Africa. 

The  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  has  shown  how  the  colonization  move- 
ment has  been  originated  and  conducted  by  an  inscrutable  and  inflexible,  yet 
gracious  Providence.  That  series  of  Providential  events  is  coeval  with  the 
human  race.  It  began  to  be  unfolded  in  Eden.  Amid  all  changes  and  re- 
verses it  has  ever  moved  steadily  onward,  embracing  first  the  ruling  races,  and 
extending  now,  at  last,  to  Africa,  tending  always  to  the  same  point,  the  con- 
version and  the  civilization  of  the  whole  world.  Providence  has  given  us  the 
christian  men  of  the  African  race  to  colonize  Africa.  Providence  himself  has 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  work,  and  now  the  watchword  is  onward. 

The  colonization  work,,  by  whomsoever  performed,  is  one:  Liberia,  Sierra 
Leone,  the  Gambia,  Cape  Coast  Castle,  all  the  colonies  are  one,  and  the  results 
are  one.  Illustrating  my  positions  by  what  1  have  seen  myself  in  Africa,  I 
propose  to  point  out  very  briefly  some  of  these  results: — Colonization  is  giving 
homes  to  the  homeless;  it  is  civilizing  a  race;  it  is  developing  a  commerce  which 
is  destined  to  find  its  way  to  every  part  of  the  world;  it  is  preparing  the  way 
for  the  conversion  of  a  continent  to  Christ;  and  is  laying  the  foundation  of  a 
great  English-speaking  nation  in  Africa. 

Colonization  is  giving  homes  to  the  homeless.  The  barbarous  negro  of  Africa 
lives  there,  but  his  squalid  hut,  darkened  by  superstition  and  defiled  by  crime, 
is  not  a  home.  The  civilized  free  black  of  America  has  no  home,  in  the  proper 
sense  of  the  term,  on  this  continent.  The  mark  of  alienism  is  graven  on  his 
brow.  He  is  not  a  political  or  social  equal,  and  never  can  be.  The  decree  of 
Providence  is  written  on  the  skin  and  the  character  of  the  two  races,  that  the 
Negro  and  the  Anglo-Saxon  shall  remain  distinct,  as  our  common  Father  was 
pleased  to  create  us.  Yet  "  He  has  fashioned  our  hearts  alike,"  thus  decree- 
ing that,  distinct  as  we  are,  we  shall  nevertheless  be  united  in  one  brotherhood 
of  humanity,  civilization,  and  religion. 

I  have  seen  with  joy  the  civilized  and  Christian  homes,  which  Colonization 
has  given  to  the  African  in  the  land  of  his  fathers.  Many  of  our  people  in 
Liberia,  and  some  natives  of  the  soil — many  descended  from  our  own  people 
long  since  colonized  in  Sierra  Leone,  and  many  natives  of  Sudan  in  the  same 
colony — are  the  happy  owners  of  comfortable,  Christian  homes.  I  have  seen 
the  same  blessed  results  of  Colonization  at  Bathurst  on  the  Gambia,  at  El  Mina, 
Cape  Coast  Castle,  Accra,  and  other  places.  Their  houses  are  well-construct- 
ed, by  their  own  industry,  of  wood,  of  bricks,  and  of  stone.  They  are  fur- 
nished with  the  appliances  of  civilized  life,  and  the  Bible  is  there  on  their  tables. 
There  are  thousands  of  these  "people,  whom  Colonization  has  thus  blessed 
within  a  few  years.  The  homes  of  some  are  not  only  comfortable,  but  elegant, 
and  elegantly  furnished.  I  was  pleased  to  see  the  standard  books  of  England 
and  America  in  these  houses,  and  in  some  of  humbler  pretensions.  Such  are 
the  homes  now  arising  in  Africa.     This  is  a  language  which  all  can  understand. 
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If  a  hundred  such   homes   have  been  erected  within  the  past  twenty  years,  a 
hundred  thousand  may  follow. 

Colonization  is  civilizing  the  Jlfrican  race.  There  are  American  blacks  in 
Liberia,  and  even  natives  of  Sudan  in  Sierra  Leone,  who  can  read  Latin  and 
Greek,  and  sometimes  Hebrew;  and  their  attainments  in  other  branches  of 
knowledge  are  far  from  being  contemptible.  I  have  lived  among  these  men,  I 
have  talked  with  them,  and  read  with  them.  I  have  always  been  astonished  at 
what  I  saw  and  heard;  but  the  facts  are  there,  and  such  examples  of  African 
improvement  are  multiplying  from  year  to  year.  What  shall  be  the  end  of 
these  things?  Many  persons  sincerely  believe  that  we  are  laboring  in  vain  for 
the  improvement  of  Africa;  but  the  work  moves  onward,  and  incredulity  must 
change  to  faith  before  many  generations  shall  pass  away. 

Colonization  is  developing  a  vast  and  rich  commerce.  No  one  doubts  that  an 
extensive  and  fertile  tropical  country  like  Africa  must  be  rich  in  natural  re- 
sources. To  say  nothing  of  the  numerous  tropical  productions,  which  are  now, 
or  may  be,  common  to  Africa  and  [ndia,  the  palm-oil  trade  alone,  like  the 
cotton  and  tobacco  trade  of  the  Southern  States,  is  capable  of  becoming  a  source 
of  inexhaustible  wealth.  The  vast  fields  or  prairies  of  the  interior  may  furnish 
commerce  with  immense  quantities  of  hides.  The  gold  fields  of  western  Sudan 
extend  for  a  distance  of  five  hundred  miles  from  north  to  south.  If  we  draw 
the  line  to  the  northwest  from  the  limit  of  the  mining  district  in  the  southeast 
of  Ashantee,  the  distance  is  not  less  than  a  thousand  English  miles.  Captain 
Jobson,  the  only  white  man  who  has  ever  dug  in  these  mines,  returned  after  a 
few  days  labor  with  twelve  pounds  of  gold.*  But  all  these  great  and  varied 
resources  can  never  be  developed  and  given  to  the  commerce  of  the  world  ex- 
cept by  means  of  civilization,  which  now  at  last  is  taking  firm  root  in  our 
African  colonies. 

To  piepare  the  way  for  civilization  and  commerce,  Colonization  is  banishing 
the  slave  trade  from  Africa.  Liberia,  more  powerful  than  fleets,  even  in  her 
infancy,  has  eradicated  this  cruel  and  impolitic  traffic  from  more  than  five  hun- 
dred miles  of  the  coast.  The  same  result  has  followed  wherever  a  little  colony 
has  been  planted.  And  it  is  astonishing  to  see  how  quickly  the  disappearance 
of  the  slave  trade  is  followed  by  an  active  traffic  in  the  productions  of  the  soil. 
This  is  the  true  reason  why  the  exports  of  western  Africa  have  recently  run 
up  to  at  lease  thirty  millions  of  dollars  per  annum. 

1  have  just  remarked  that  the  slave  trade  is  cruel.  The  middle  passage,  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much,  is  but  a  small  portion  of  the  horrors  attendant 
on  that  traffic.  In  one  journey  of  sixty  miles,  I  counted  no  less  than  eighteen 
towns,  which  had  been  reduced  to  utter  desolation  by  the  cruel  wars,  which 
furnish  cargoes  for  the  slave  ships.  Forty  years  ago,  the  Egba  Kingdom  con- 
tained more  than  a  hundred  towns,  some  of  which  were  six  or  eight  miles  in 
circuit.  In  1850,  but  one  of  these  towns  was  remaining.  All  the  rest  had  been 
s.vept  away  as  a  crop  for  the  slave  trade.  Such  facts  would  be  incredible  were 
they  not  attested  by  the  evidence  of  all  the  missionaries,  merchants  and  travel- 
lers who  have  visited  that  unhappy  country.  1  suppose  that  for  every  slave 
landed  in  the  American  markets  about  three  persons  are  cut  off  in  the  wars, 
and  the  famines  which  follow,  and  during  the  middle  passage  from  coast  to 
coast.  The  present  system  of  apprenticeship  affords  a  safer  passage  to 
America,  but  the  apprentices  are  collected  by  the  same  system  of  destructive 

*  See  Murray's  Africa. 
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■wars,  which  have  already  depopulated  some  of  the  finest  districts  of  Africa.  No 
sooner  was  it  known  that  apprentices  would  he  bought,  than  the  chiefs  in  dif- 
ferent places  began  to  make  war  on  their  weaker  neighbors.  My  last  advices 
from  Africa  told  of  famishing  sieges  and  bloody  battles  to  supply  the  French 
ships  with  emigrants.  Give  us  only  the  power  to  place  a  few  thousand  Ame- 
rican colonists  on  any  part  of  the  coast,. and  then  you  will  see  that  the  slave- 
catching  wars  will  cease.  There  civilization  will  presently  begin  to  take  hold 
on  the  natives,  and  a  lucrative  commerce  will  spring  up  to  reward  the  enter- 
prize  of  our  honest  traders. 

Colonization  is  preparing  the  way  for  the  conversion  of  the  whole  continent  to 
Christ.  There  is  a  congregation  of  several  hundred  native  Christian  converts 
at  Bathurst  on  the  Gambia.  The  same  fruits  of  christian  colonization  are  seen 
at  Cape  Coast  Cast;e,  on  Fernando  Po  Island,  and  at  various  other  points  on 
the  coast.  It  is  well  known  that  Liberia  is  full,  so  to  speak,  of  Christian 
Churches.  All  the  natives  of  that  region  have  heard  of  Christ,  and  hundreds 
have  been  reclaimed  from  heathenism.  Even  the  wild  Kroo  nation  has  sup- 
plied a  preacher,  who  was  drawing  large  congregations  when  I  was  last  in 
Sierra  Leone.  The  thiriy  thousand  civiiiztd  Africans  in  Freetown  worship 
God  every  sabbath  tlay  in  twenty-three  churches,  built  of  stone,  handsome 
edifices,  which  cost  from  two  to  twenty  thousand  dollars  each,  as  I  have  been 
lold,  and  some  of  them  even  more.  In  all  these  colonies  there  are  Africans, 
recaptured  slaves,  qualified  to  preach  the  gos  el  in  their  i  ative  lands,  winch  are 
scattered  in  widely  separated  parts  of  the  continent.  Numbers  of  them  are 
anxious  to  return  home,  bearing  the  message  ol  salvation.  Some  have  already 
gone.  A  native  prince  (not  a  recaptured  slave)  is  pre  ching  the  gospel  in  Ku- 
inasi,  the  capital  of  Ashautee,  where  his  uncle  is  king.  Native  christians  of 
the  Egba  or  Yoruba  tribes,  have  returned  to  their  countrymen  with  English 
and  African  missionaries,  and  now  there  are  twelve  Oi  fifteei  hundred  converts 
on  the  slave  coast.  At  present  they  are  afflicted  by  the  wars  consequent  on 
the  apprentice  system,  but  a  colony  of  American  blacks  would  give  peace  to 
that  distracted  country.  O,  Lord  God,  confound  the  devices  of  the  wicked, 
■who  are  mighty  to  do  evil!  Give  thy  servants  a  secure  dwelling-place,  and  let 
thy  word  run  and  be  glorified  ! 

Colonization  is  Jouitding  a  great  Evglisli-spealing  Empire — not  by  fire  and 
sword,  like  the  couqueiors  of  the  earth,  but  by  the  peaceable  powers  of  com- 
merce, science,  art,  and  Christianity.  Never  before  has  the  world  witnessed 
such  a  scene,  of  such  conquerors  sent  forth  with  prayers  and  tears  to  cieale  a 
great  nation  dedicated  to  truth,  to  happiness,  and  to  God.  This  is  the  Lord's 
work;  it  cannot  fail.  The  laws  of  physical  nature  favor  us.  The  valleys  and 
plains,  prolific  in  vegetable  and  animal  wealth — the  mountains  and  hills, 
laden  with  iron,  copper,  lead,  and  gold — the  great  rivers,  flowirg  from  nation 
to  nation,  to  the  sea,  are  all  pledges  of  success.  Even  the  climate,  inimical  to 
the  white  man,  but  a  kindly  nursing  mother  to  the  African,  is  a  pledge  of  suc- 
cess— success  in  JlJ'i lean  colonization.  Here  on  the  climate,  God  has  wiitte'i 
his  decree,  that  the  black  man  shall  have  a  congenial  home. 

The  immutable  moral,  and  social  laws,  which  govern  human  affairs,  favor  us. 
When  civilization  has  once  joined  battle  with  barbarism,  it  has  never  failed. 
Let  Europe,  America,  and  India  testify.  In  Africa,  the  barbarian  will  not 
melt  away  before  the  civilized  man,  as  he  has  done  in  America,  and  as  he  must 
do  in  India.     In  Africa,  as  in  the  European  portion  of  the  old  Romish  Empire, 
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the  conqueror  and  the  conquered  are  the  same  race.  They  will  coalesce,  and 
form  one  nationality. 

I  will  mention  another  social  law  which  favors  our  cause.  The  relations  of 
men,  as  of  things,  are  justly  founded  on  their  properties.  The  properties  of  the 
white  man  and  the  black,  are  not  the  same.  Their  social  relations  cannot  be 
practically  identical.  As  thepopoulation  of  this  continent  becomes  more  and  more 
dense,  there  must  be  a  conflict  of  races,  and  the  free  black  will  be  compelled  to 
flee  to  the  land  of  his  fathers.  Here,  uniting  with  the  civilized  men  of  his  own 
race,  he  will  inci-pase  the  power  of  that  great  English-speaking  nation,  which 
we  foresee  by  the  eye  of  enlightened  faith. 

Yet  another  law  I  will  mention.  Segregation  is  essential  to  the  greatness  of 
any  race,  or  any  nation.  The  position  of  Assyria  and  of  Egypt,  surrounded 
by  immense  deserts,  was  the  secret  of  their  power.  The  same  law  is  exemplified 
again  in  Greece,  in  Northern  Africa,  in  Italy,  and  in  England.  You  may 
place  the  African  on  any  part  of  the  American  continent,  but  he  will  be  over- 
whelmed, and  blotted  out  by  the  conflict  of  races.  In  Africa,  end  there  only, 
is  the  appropriate  home  of  the  African.  There  he  will  be  protected  by  the  law 
of  segregation,  and  there  he  will  expand  to  the  maximum  greatness  of  his  race. 

Who  shall  define  the  future  boundaries  of  the  Anglo-African  nation,  which 
we  are  planting?  When  I  have  stood  and  looked  on  the  wide  sands  of  the 
desert,  I  have  said  in  my  heart,  let  the  northern  limit  be  here.  When  I  have 
surveyed  the  beautiful  and  fertile  plains  of  the  interior,  and  thought  of 
the  great  countries  beyond  me,  far  away  to  Lake  Chad,  I  have  claimed 
it  nil  for  my  African  countrymen.  It  is  not  too  much  to  claim,  since 
their  presence  there  will  be  a  blessing  to  themselves  and  their  race.  They 
will  not  enter  the  land  of  their  fathers  to  kill  and  destroy.  They  have 
been  at  school  in  America,  and  are  returning  as  teachers  to  Africa. 

Perhaps,  or  some  one  may  say,  perhaps  it  is  not  time  to  act,  but  it  is  certain- 
ly time  to  know,  that  the  Niger  is  the  central  hope  of  the  free  black  in  America. 
That  great  river,  flowing  for  more  than  three  thousand  miles,  first  through  the 
heart  of  ihe  gold  region,  and  then  through  one  of  the  finest  agricultural  regions 
in  the  world,  must  become  the  highway  for  a  vast  commerce.  When  the 
weahh  of  Sudan  floats  on  the  Niger  till  it  reaches  Raba,  it  is  probably  seven  hun- 
dred miles  fromihesea  by  the  meanderings  of  the  river,  but  it  is  only  two  hundred 
miles  direct  through  Yoruba  to  Lagos,  the  best  port  on  this  part  of  the  coast. 
Yorul  a  then  must  always  be  the  key  to  the  wealth  and  the  influence  of  Sudan. 
The  surface  of  the  country,  though  rising  with  considerable  rapidity  from  the 
sea,  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  construction  of  roads;  and  the  day  must  come, 
when  more  than  one  railroad  will  be  drawn  from  the  Ni«er  to  ihe  Bight  of 
Benin. 

Tiie  wars,  to  which  I  have  alluded  above,  have  left  a  large  district  in  Yoruba 
and  Egba  without  inhabitants.  This  depopulated  region  extei  d.-s  from  near 
the  sea  to  the  banks  of  the  Niger.  There  is  room  for  two  hundred  thousand 
colonists  from  America.  If  once  established  there,  they  would  soon  command 
the  traffic  of  several  millions  of  people.  This  new  colony  would  not  only 
secure  the  key  >o  Sudan,  but  it  would  give  such  an  impulse  to  Colonization 
that  most  of  the  free  blacks  in  America  would  hasten  to  Africa:  some  to  Yoruba, 
others  to  Liberia,  and  others  ro  still  newer  settlements  connecting  the  two  ex- 
tremes. The  generosity  of  England  would  yield  up  Sierra  Leone  to  the  grow- 
ing; cause;  province  after  province  would  be  added;  the  natives  of  the  country, 
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like  the  Moors  of  Northern  Africa,  would  gradually  exchange  their  religion, 
and  their  language,  for  those  of  the  immigrants;  and  at  last,  our  English-speak- 
ing African  nation  would  stand  forth,  vast,  wealthy,  full  of  civilized  men,  and 
lull  of  Christian  churches. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Sets  then  said: 

Mr.  President — Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — My  time-piece,  and  the  fact  that 
persons  in  groups  are  going  away  from  this  congregation  because  of  the  late- 
ness of  the  hour,  both  admonish  me  that  I  would  be  wise  in  being  exceedingly 
brief.  As  to  making  any  address,  Mr.  President,  I  cannot  think  that  the  com- 
mittee of  arrangements  designed  any  such  thing,  for  the  first  intimation  which 
I  had  of  my  being  expected  to  speak  on  this  occasion,  was  from  my  friend 
from  New  York,  who,  so  late  as  last  evening,  informed  me  on  my  arrival  in 
this  city  that  I  was  announced  as  one  of  the  speakers.  The  committee,  sir, 
only  designed  to  have  a  report.  They  regarded  me  as  a  spy,  sent  out  to  ex- 
plore the  promised  land,  to  return  and  report.  And  now,  sir,  if  another  lady 
or  gentleman  leaves  the  house,  I  shall  be  so  dispirited,  and  discouraged,  that  I 
shall  not  be  able  to  make  even  that  report.  Indeed,  had  I  not  better  stop  at 
once,  and  give  it  up,  Mr.  President?  (cries  of  No,  go  on ,  go  on, came  forth  from  several 
directions. 

I  am,  Mr.  President,  as  I  said,  to  report  as  a  spy,  and  1  bring  with  me  not 
a  bunch  of  grapes  frcm  the  valley  of  Eschol,  but  something  better  than  grapes 
from  the  mountains,  not  the  hill  country  of  Judea,  but  the  top  of  Pisgah,  from 
whence  all  the  promised  land  in  the  distance  can  be  seen. 

.Here,  sir,  is  a  piece  of  iron,  not  iron  ore,  but  pure  iron,  veritable  native 
iron,  out  of  which  the  natives  of  Africa,  without  smelting,  make  some  of  their 
implements  of  husbandry  and  warfare.  Here,  too,  is  a  specimen  of  cotton, 
superior  cotton,  from  that  home  of  the  black  man. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  let  me  inform  you  that,  although  for  many  years,  I 
have  been  identified  with  the  interests  of  Africa,  lived  many  years  in  Liberia  as 
the  superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Missions  in  that  country,  have  been  there  six 
time's  and  back, yet  never  had  I  so  onerous  and  even  dangerousa  mission  imposed 
upon  me  as  this  last  one.  I  went  out  to  Africa  to  test  along  mooted  question, 
explore  the  mountainous  range  of  country  in  the  interior  of  the  Republic  of 
Liberia,  select  a  site  for  a  new  settlement,  and  ascertain  by  the  location  of  a 
certain  number  of  colored  persons  ftom  this  country  on  that  mountain  range, 
whether  the  climate  there  was  more  salubrious  than  on  the  sea-board. 
And,  Mr.  President,  conceive  for  a  moment  what  a  tramp  that  was.  First,  an 
exploration  of  the  hills  in  the  Queah  country,  then  a  trip  by  sea  to  Bassa,  (hen 
an  examination  of  the  mountainous  regions  of  that  country,  and  then,  by  com- 
paring these,  select  the  most  eligible,  and  commence  clearing  and  building.  I 
will  not  say  how  many  times  in  pursuing  a  footpath,  covered  with  water,  and 
hiding  from  sight  vines  and  small  roots,  which  crossed  that  path  like  so  many 
traps,  my  feet  have  been  caught,  and  the  result,  a  complete  prostration,  a  som- 
erset, hat  and  umbrella  Hying  in  different  directions,  and  the  fallen  agent  in  the 
mud  and  water.  Nor  need  I  but  merely  allude  to  the  fact  that  sometimes  in 
crossing  streams,  bridged  by  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  which  was  not  only  round, 
but  now  and  then  egg-shaped,  the  small  end  being  uppermost,  while  the  na- 
tives, monkey-like,  would  run  over  with  perfect  ease;  discretion,  prompted  by 
the  sight  of  the  rapid  stream  some  eight  or  ten  feet  below,  induced  me,  though 
laughed  at,  to  get  astride,  and  so  slowly,  but  surely,  straddle  across. 
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But,  sir,  the  experiment  has  been  made;  and  in  reviewing  the  past,  I 
feel  that  I  can  most  heartily  concur  with  the  man  of  God  from  Virginia,  who 
delivered  the  opening  address  on  this  occasion,  when  to  the  wise  and  unerring 
supervision  of  a  most  gracious  Providence  he  attributes  thesuceess,  all  the  suc- 
cess, which,  from  the  very  beginning,  has  attended  this  scheme  of  African  col- 
onization. I  believe  with  him,  Mr.  President,  that  "America  in  Africa  is  the  solu- 
tion of  the  s:reat  problem  of  Africa  in  America."  ft  is  to  the  Providence  of  God,  I 
must  attribute  the  complete  success  which  has  attended  the  interior  settlement. 
First,  in  the  selection  of  the  little  band  of  pioneers.  It  was  at  first  designed  to 
select  a  few  men  before  the  sailing  of  the  ship.  But  this  was  not  done,  and  upon 
Dr.  James  Hall,  who  went  out  in  the  first  voyage  of  the  Mary  Caroline  Stevens, 
devolved  the  duty  of  selecting  from  the  whole  company  of  emigrants,  after 
they  sailed  from  America,  the  persons  for  this  experiment.  And  most  provi- 
dentially was  he  led  in  this  selection,  Mr.  President.  No  lazy  loafers  who  had 
been  formerly  loungers  in  our  market  places,  01  at  the  corners  of  our  streets, 
were  picked  out,  but  an  industrious,  hard-working,  honest,  and  pious  band, 
from  Albermarle  county,  Virginia,  from  the  estate  of  the  late  James  Terrill, 
Esq.  Twenty-two  persons,  including  men,  women,  and  children,  and  including 
all  ages,  from  an  old  man  of  sixty-five  years  from  Mobile,  to  the  little  girl  of 
nine,  made  up  the  complement  of  this  company.  And  these  recently  emanci- 
pated servants,  going  out,  not  knowing  where  they  were  going,  taking  the  word 
of  Dr.  Hall,  in  whom  they  believed,  and  whom  they  trusted,  never  having 
known,  or  ever  seen  him  before,  that  an  agent  had  gone  out  before  them  to  ex- 
ploie,  to  findagood  place  for  them,  to  makea  road  to  it,  to  build  houses  for  them, 
and  would  be  ready  to  receive  and  provide  for  them,  said  "wewillgo."  Oh!  sii , 
can  I  ever  forget  that  hour  when  having  been  informed  that  the  ship  had  arrived, 
I  hastened  to  Monrovia,  met  my  old  friend  Dr.  Hall,  received  from  him  the 
pioneers,  started  for  the  interior,  arrived  safely  on  the  30th  January,  and  there, 
around  the  staff,  at  the  top  of  which  the  Liberian  flag  was  waving  in  the  fine 
mountain  breeze,  we  all  knelt  down,  and  amid  tears  and  sobs,  and  grateful  emo- 
tions, offered  prayers  and  songs  of  praise  to  that  Great  Being  who  is  no  respecter 
of  persons.  It  was  a  scene  on  which  the  angels  of  heaven  must  have  looked 
down  with  joy  unspeakable.  And  then,  sir,  when  we  rose  up,  and  these 
returned  children  of  Africa  gazed  upon  the  prospect  spread  out  before  them, 
thirty  miles  or  more  stretching  out  in  the  distance  in  one  direction,  and  thirty 
miles  or  more  in  another,  one  vast  luxuriant  forest  covering  a  rich  and  fertile 
territory,  and  they  were  assured  that  this  was  their  inheritance,  then,  sir,  the 
gratitude  they  exhibited  for  the  friends  of  African  colonization  ;  those  noble 
philanthropists  who  had,  under  God,  found  this  home  for  them  in  the  land  of 
their  ancestors,  was  more  than  could  be  expressed  in  words. 

This  mountain  village,  now  called  Careysburgh,  is  on  an  elevation  of  at  least 
five  hundred  feet  from  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  about  fifty  or  fifty-one  miles 
from  Monrovia.  It  is  reached  by  going  up  the  St.  Paul's  river  twenty -one 
miles,  and  then  by  land  through  a  fine  undulating  and  fertile  country. 

On  my  return  to  America,  I  was  informed  that  there  had  been  quite  a  famine 
in  Liberia,  but  this  is  a  great  mistake,  sir,  for  we  all  lived  well  at  Careysburgh. 
Three  times  a  day  my  people  were  called  to  their  meals  in  our  receptacle,  and 
twice  a  week,  sir,  fed  on  venison,  yes,  sir,  fine  venison,  for  our  forests  abound 
in  several  varieties  of  excellent  deer.  Not  unfrequently  we  had  a  chicken  din- 
ner for  our  little  company  of  emigrants.     And  I  am  sure  that  I,  myself,  do  not 
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look  like  a  man  who  has  been  half  starved.  No,  sir,  we  had  no  famine  there, 
and  as  to  the  supeiior  liealih fulness  of  that  mountain  range,  it  must  appear 
evident  from  the  fact  that  of  the  original  twenty- two  who  formed  the  pioneer 
band,  all  were  alive  and  well,  up  to  the  20th  November,  the  date  of  my  last 
advices,  excepting  one  man,  wh"  by  his  own  imprudence,  when  his  six  months 
were  up,  would  travel  in  the  rains  away  to  the  seaboard,  exposed  himself,  was 
attacked  with  the  fever,  became  ill,  and  only  returned  to  the  mountain  to  die 
among  his  friends.  To  this,  let  me  add  that  some  thirty-four  of  the  emigrants 
by  the  M.  C.  Stevens,  the  very  friends  and  lelations  of  the  pioneer  band  at 
Careysburgh,  having  been  reduced  by  fever  on  the  lower  lands  to  a  state  of 
emaciation,  took  refuge  among  us  in  the  mountain.  These  all  recovered  save 
one  motherless  babe,  and  a  man  who  killed  himself  by  over-eating,  another 
instance,  by  the  way,  that  we  were  not  starving  in  Liberia.  But,  besides  this, 
Mr.  Chairman,  my  laborers,  mechanics,  and  other  men  in  our  employ,  obtained 
lots  at  Careysbiirgh,  built  houses,  and  were  removing  their  families,  designing 
to  make  that  place  their  permanent  residence. 

I  have  observed  that  a  most  maiked  providence  seemed  to  preside  over  our 
affairs  from  beginning  to  end.  This  is  remarkable,  that  our  people  from  Al- 
bermarle  county  v  ere  pious  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  such  their 
devotion  to  God,  that  they  came  to  me  as  soon  as  the y  were  settled,  and  pro- 
posed the  building  of  a  church,  and  it  must  be  pleasing  to  this  assembly  of 
Chri.-tians  to  learn  that  in  two  months  less  three  days,  from  the  time  these 
pioneers  first  stood  on  that  mountain,  we  dedicated  to  Almighty  God  a  neat  L>g 
Ciurch,  where  Baptists,  Presbyterians,  Episcopalians,  and  Methodists,  all 
mingled  in  one  united  offering  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  God.  And  then, 
sir,  in  that  log  church,  I  have  seen  at  the  ahar  of  prayer  several  of  the  poor 
children  of  the  forest,  boys  and  girls,  adopted  by  us,  and  named  after  our  bene- 
factors in  this  country.  There,  some  have  been  converted  to  God — evidences 
of  His  Divine  approbation  and  blessing. 

Our  climate  is  one  of  the  finest,  our  woods  abounding  in  the  best  of  timber, 
our  water  pure  and  delightful. 

But,  sir,  I  have  been  hearing  something  of  a  report  that  my  friend,  President 
Benson,  is  indebted  toothers  for  help  in  his  public  documents, and  other  official 
state  business.  Let  me  show  these  letters  from  His  Excellency.  See  the 
penmanship  of  his  private  secretary,  a  young  man  from  the  Alexander  Hi^h 
School,  quite  of  classical  educaiion,  and  see  in  thematttr  dictated  the  mind  and 
business-like  manner  of  this  statesman.  And  will  you  permit  me  to  read  a 
private  letter — a  kind  of  farewell  letter  from  the  President  in  answer  to  one 
from  me,  (letter  read.)     Please  look  at  it,  Mr.  President. 

And  now  I  know  it  will  amuse  the  ladies  to  hear  something  of  the  gentility, 
refinement,  and  elegance,  with  which  our  Liberian  friends  do  up  their  social 
affairs.  Let  me  read  i his  little  «ote  of  invitation  to  an  evening  party  at  the 
Mansion  House.     (Note  read.) 

I  will  further  intrude  by  asking  permission  to  show  the  effect  of  emigration 
to  Liberia  upon  the  poor  emancipated  slave.  Let  me  read,  sir,  this  letter  from 
Samuel  Williams  to  his  old  master,  Amos  Wade,  Esq.,  of  Newbern,  North 
Carolina.  It  will  show  the  gratitude  of  the  liberated  bondman,  to  his  generous 
and  much  loved  master.  (See  J\ld.  Col.  Journal  for  November,  1857,  page  89.) 
1  will  now  conclude,  Mr.  President,  by  saying  that  I  returned  from  Liberia 
with  fear  and  trembling.     By  some  misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
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ment  of  Liberia  and  this  Society  in  reference  to  the  interior  settlements — no  de- 
sign to  oppose  them  by  any  means — 1  was  peremptorily  ordered  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  this  Society  to  break  up  Careysburgh,  disband  our  linle 
community,  arid  send  them  to  other  parts.  But,  sir,  my  heart  bled— how  coulct 
I  do  any  such  thing?  I  had  the  temerity.  I  chose.to  disobey — absolutely  disobey 
those  orders  My  friend  Mr.  McLain,  on  my  left,  called  Careysburgh,  in- 
one  of  his  letters  to  me,  my  child.  Now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  how  could  1  send 
away  my  child  to  wander  and  perish,  and  die  away  from  home.  1  disobeyed 
orders.  I  retrenched  in  the  expenses,  but  1  could  not  send  away  and  scatter 
my  children.  I  returned,  moreover,  with  a  beating  heart.  They  will  censure 
me,  I  thought;  they  will  pass  resolutions  reprimanding  their  agent;  1  will  be 
condemned.  But  not  so.  The  Executive  Committee  received  me  with  smiles 
and  congratulations.  The  Board  of  Directors  have  approved  and  commended, 
and  at  this  late  hour,  this  intelligent  and  Christian  assembly  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen  bear  with  me  in  this  desultory  talk,  and  even  smile  upon  and  cheer 
me  with  their  approbation.  Mr.  President,  the  work  of  African  Colonization 
is  the  work  of  God,  and  in  '•  America  in  Africa,"  we  see,  indeed,  the  solution 
of  the  problem  of  "  Africa  in  America." 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  President  of  Princeton  College,  it  was 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  David 
Hunt,  Esq.,  of  Mississippi,  for  his  most  generous  gilt,  during  the  year,  of 
$45,00U  to  its  treasury. 

The  following  resolutions,  offered  by  Dr.  James  Hall,  were  unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  earnest  and  efficient  labors  of  the  Rev.  John  Seys,  during 
his  late  special  mission  to  Liberia,  especially  in  conducting  (he  experiment  at 
Careysburgh,  which,  with  a  Divine  blessing,  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  a 
prosperous  interior  settlement,  entitle  him  to  the  warmest  thanks  of  this  Society. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  solemnly  bound  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude,  the 
protection  and  favor  of  Almighty  God  to  this  Society  and  Liberia  generally, 
and  especially  to  the  agent  of  this  Society  during  his  recent  arduous  labors  in 
Liberia,  and  for  the  success  of  these  labors  in  the  establishment  of  the  settlement 
interior,  so  full  of  hope  and  promise  to  our  future  emigrants. 

On  motion  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  it  was,  unanimously, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  Dr.  James  Hall, 
for  his  very  important  services  rendered  to  this  Society  during  his  late  visit  to 
Liberia,  as  well  as  for  his  efficient  labors  to  advance  its  inteiests  in  the  United 
States. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  the  next  day  at  12  o'clock,  in  the  Al- 
dermen's Room,  in  the  City  Hall. 

January  20,  1858. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjournment;  Mr.  Whittlesey  taking  the  chair. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted, 
viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  the  Rev.  P.  Slaughter, 
D.  D  ,  the  Rev.  T.  J.  Bowen,  and  the  Rev.  John  Seys,  who  favored  this 
Society  with  addresses  at  the  public  meeting  last  evening,  and  that  they  be 
respectfully  requested  to  furnish  copies  for  publication 

On  motion  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  commi'tee  was  appointed  to 
nominate  the  President  and  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Society  for  the  coming  year. 

The  committee  appointed  were  Messrs.  Gurley,  Starr,  and  Conelly. 
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The  committee  nominated  the  following  gentlemen  for  the  President  and  the 
Vice  Presidents  of  the  Society,  who  were  unanimously  elected: 
J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq.,  President. 
I'ice  Presidents: 


1.  Gen.  John  II.  Cocke,  of  Virginia. 

2.  Hon.  Charles  Penton  Merer,  of  Virginia. 

3.  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.,  of  Connecticut. 

4.  Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  of  N.  J. 

5.  Moses  Allen,  Esq.,  of  New  York. 

6.  Gen.  Walter  Jones,  of  D.  C. 

7.  Joseph  Gales,  Esq.,  of  U.  C. 
Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  Meade,  D.  D.,  of  Virginia. 


Rev.  Jas.  O.  Andrew,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of  the    62.  Gen.  John  S.  Dorsey, 
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M.  E.  Church,  South. 

10.  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio. 

11.  Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  of  New  York. 

12.  Stephen  Duncan,  M.  D.,  of  Mississippi. 

13.  Hon.  Wm.  C.  Rives,  of  Virginia. 

14.  James  Doorman,  Esq  ,  of  New  York. 

15.  Henry  Foster,  Esq.,  do. 

16.  Robert  Campbell,  Esq..  of  Georgia. 

17.  Hon.  Peter  D.  Vrooin.  of  New  Jersey. 

18.  Hon.  James  Garland,  of  Virginia. 

19.  Hon.  Willard  Hall,  of  Delaware. 

20.  Rt.  Rev.  Win.  M.  Otey,  of  Tennessee. 

21.  Gerard  Ralston,  Esq.,  of  England. 

22.  Rev.  C.  Van  Rensselaer,  D.  D.,  of  N.  J. 

23.  Thomas  Hodgkin,  M.  D.,  of  England. 

24.  Rev.  E.  Burgess, D.  D.,  of  Massachusetts. 

25.  Thomas  R.  Hazard,  Esq.,  of  Rhode  Island. 

26.  Thomas  Massie,  M.  D.,  of  Virginia. 

27.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  U.  S.  A. 

28.  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer,  of  New  Jersey. 

29.  James  Itaily,  Esq.,  of  Mississippi. 

30.  Rev.  G.  W.  Bethune,  D.  I).,  of  New  York. 

31.  Rev.  Beverly  Waugh,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of  the 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

32.  Rev.  W.  B.  Johnson,  D.  D.,ofS.  Carolina. 

33.  Rt.  Rev.  C.  P.  Mcllvaine,  D.  D.,  of  Ohio. 

34.  Rev.  T.  J.  Edgar,  D.  D.,  of  Tennessee. 
3;">.  Hon.  J.  R.  Underwood,  of  Kentucky. 

36.  Rev.  J.  J.  Janeway,  D.  D.,  of  New  Jersey. 

37.  Hon.  H.  L.  Lumpkin,  of  Georgia. 

38.  James  Lenox,  Esq.,  of  New  York. 


54.  lion.  Robert  F.  Stockton,  of  New  Jersey. 

55.  lion.  Henry  W.  Collier,  of  Alabama. 

56.  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  of  Massachusetts. 

57.  Hon.  Washington  Hunt,  of  New  York. 

58.  Hon.  Horatio  Seymour,  do. 

59.  Hon.  Joseph  A.  AVright,  of  Indiana. 

CO.  Hon.  Jos.  C.  Hornblower,  of  New  Jersey. 
61.  Hon.  George  F.  Fort,  of  New  Jersey. 


do. 


63.  Hon.  Ralph  J.  Ingersoll,  of  Conn. 

64.  Benjamin  Silliman,LL.  D.,    do. 

65.  lion.  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  of  Prim. 

66.  Hon.  Edward  Coles,  of  Penn. 

67.  Rev.  Howard  Mai  com,  D.  D.,  of  Penn. 

68.  Rev.  J.  P.  Durbin,  D.  D.,  of  Penn. 

69.  Edward  McGehee,  Esq.,  of  Mississippi. 

70.  Thomas  Henderson,  Esq.,  do. 

71.  Daniel  Turnbull,  Esq.,  ofLouisiana. 

72.  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  of  Conn. 

73.  Hon.  Samuel  F.  Vinton,  of  Ohio. 

74.  Rev.  O.  C.   Baker,  of  New  Hampshire, 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

75.  Hon.  William  Appleton,  ol  Massachusetts. 

76.  Rev.  E.  S.  Janes,  D.  D.,  of  N.  Y.,  Bishop 

of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

77.  Rev.  Matthew  Simpson,  D.  D.,  of  Penn., 

Bishop  of  the  M.'E.  Church. 
7S.  Rev.  Levi  Scott,  D.  1).,  of  Del.,  Bishop  of 
the  M.  E.  Church. 

79.  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  of  D.  C. 

80.  E.  R.  Aiberti,  Esq.,  of  Florida. 

81.  Judge  Orinond,  of  Alabama. 

82.  Hon.  Daniel  Chandler,    do. 

83.  Rev.  Roht.  Paine,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of  lhe  M. 

E.  Church,  South. 

84.  Hon.  J.  J.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky. 

85.  Rev.  R.  J.  Breckenridge,  D.  D.,  oI'Ky. 

86.  Solomon  Sturges.  Esq..  of  Ohio. 

87.  Rev.  T.  A.  Morris,  D.  D.,  of  Ohio,  Bishop 

of  the  M.  E.  Church. 


39.  Rev.  Joshua   Sonic,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of  the    88.  Henry  Stoddard,  Esq.,  of  Ohio. 


M.  E.  Church,  South. 

40.  Rev.  T.  C.  Upham,  I).  D.,  of  Maine. 

41.  Hon.  Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio. 

42.  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Williams,  of  Conn. 

43.  Rev.  John  Early,  D.  D.,  of  Virginia. 
41.   Rev.  Lovick  Pierce,!).  1).,  of  Georgia. 

45.  Hon.  R.  J.  Walker,  of  Mississippi. 

46.  Charles  McMicken,  Esq.,  of  Ohio. 

47.  John  I!ell,M.  D.,  of  Pennsylvania. 

48.  Hon.  Charles  M.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana. 
4J.  Rev.  Robert  Ryland,  of  Virginia. 

50.  Hon.  Fred.  P.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee. 

51.  Rev.  Nathan  Bangs,  D.  D.,  of  New  York. 

52.  John  Beveridge,  Esq.,  of  New  York. 

53.  Hon.  James  M.  Wayne,  of  Georgia. 


89.  Rev.  E.R.  Ames,  D.  I). ,  of  Indiana,  Bishop 

of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

90.  Hon.  S.  A.  Douglass,  of  Illinois. 

91.  Rev.  James  C.  Finley,        do. 

92.  Hon.  Edward  Bates,  of  Missouri. 

93.  Hon.  J.  B.  Miller,  do. 

94.  Hon.  W.  F.  Darby,  do. 

95.  Rev.  N.  L.  Rice,  D.  D.,      do. 

96.  Hon.  II.  S.  Foote,  of  California. 

97.  Hon.  J.  B.  Crocket,         do. 

98.  Gov.  H.  Dutton,  of  Connecticut. 

99.  David  Hunt,  Esq.,  of  Mississippi. 

100.  Capt.  Geotge  F.  Patten,  of  Maine. 

101.  John  Kniekerbacker,  Esq.,  of  New  York. 

102.  Richard  Hoff,  Esq.,  of  Georgia. 
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Slave  Trade. — Board  of  Directors. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney  submitted  a  preamble  and  resolutions  against  the  sla\e 
trade,  especially  against  the  recent  disguised  renewal  of  it.  Mr.  Gurley  sug- 
gested as  a  substitute  a  resolution,  which  he  had  prepared,  expressive  of  the 
importance  of  making  the  slave  trade  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations,  in  accordance 
with  a  nearly  unanimous  vote  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  in  1S23  and  1824.  After  some  discussion,  the  whole  subject  was  referred 
to  a  special  committee:  Dr.  Pinney,  Dr.  Slaughter,  and  Mr.  Gurley. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  (the  21st,)  at  12  o'clock  M. 

Thursday,  January  2 1st. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjournment,  the  Hon.  E.  Whittlesey  in  the 
chair.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,  from  the  committee  on  the  slave  trade,  submitted 
a  report.  [At  this  point,  the  following  note  was  received,  and  read  by  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  from  the  venerable  C.  F.  Mercer,  one  of  the  ablest  friends, 
and  earliest  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society: 

Washington,  January  21,  1858. 

My  Dear  Sir: — Do  not  fail  to  have  drawn  up  a  protest  to  the  world,  or  a 
memorial  to  the  President,  against  the  abominable  revival  of  the  slave  trade, 
by  France. 

The  resolution  of  Congress  renewed  in  1833,  contains  a  request  of  the 
President  to  renew  ''from  time  to  lime,"  until  successful,  his  negotiations  with 
foreign  nations,  to  make  the  slave  trade  piracy  by  universal  consent.  On  the 
first  occasion,  this  act  passed  almost  unanimously,  on  the  lust,  without  a  dissent- 
ing voice. 

Your  friend,  C.  F.   Mercer.] 

After  discussion,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  offered  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Slaughter,  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  the  Society  has  always  deprecated  the  foreign  slave  trade:  there- 
fore, as  the  great  end  of  the  Colonization  Society  is  the  civilizing  and  Chris- 
tianizing of  Africa,  and  as  the  slave  trade  opposes  one  ot  the  greatest  obstacles 
to  the  realization  of  this  idea;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  rejoices  in  the  signal  rebuke  with  which  the  meie 
suggestion  of  its  revival  has  met  in  all  parts  of  our  common  country. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  January, 
1859. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  met  on  Tues- 
day, January  19th,  1858,  at  12  o'clock  at  noon,  in  the  Aldermen's  Room,  in 
the  City  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Washington. 
Delegates,  as  ascertained  by  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  for  1858. 

Maine — Hon.  Robert  P.  Dunlap. 

Massachusetts — Rev.  Joseph  Tracy. 

Connecticut — Hon.  L.  F.  S.  Foster,  Hon.  Samuel  Ingham,  Hon.  Samuel 
Arnold,  2d,  Hon.  W.  D.  Bishop,  Eli  Whitney,  Esq.,  George  W.  Shelton,  Esq., 
Rev.  John  Orcutt. 

JVew  York — Hon.  Erastus  Brooks,  A.  G.  Phelps,  Esq.,  Smith  Bloomfield, 
Esq.,  Rev.  Henry  Connelly. 

Aetc  Jersey — John  P.  Jackson,  Esq. 

Ohio—  Hon.  Ehsha  Whittlesey,  Hon.  J.  W.  Allen,  Rev.  John  Seys. 

Virginia—  Rev.  P.  Slaughter,  Rev.  AV.  H.  Starr,  Rev.  J.  B.  Taylor,  Rev. 
T.  J.  Bo  wen,  Rev.  J.  C.  Granberry. 
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Kcport  oi'tlie  Traveling  Secretary. 

Life  Directors  present. 

Hon.  Henry  Stoddard,  Rev.  John  Maclean,  D  D.,  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley, 
Rev.  William  McLain,  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  Rev.  Robert  S.  Finley,  James 
Hall,  E>q. 

The  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Vice  President,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
sit  his  request  the  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean. 

Rev.  Joseph  Tracy  was  chosen  Secretary,  and  Rev.  John  Orcutt  assistant 
Secretary. 

The  Rev.  John  Orcutt,  Rev.  John  Seys,  and  Henry  Stoddard,  Esq.,  were 
appointed  a  Committee  on  Credentials. 

The  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  read  by  the  Rev.  Win.  McLain,  one  of 
the  Secretaries,  and  on  motion  was  approved. 

The  Rev.  John  Orcutt  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  which 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

Whereas  it  hath  pleased  God  to  remove  from  us  by  death  our  much  es- 
teemed Recording  Secretary,  Dr.  J  W  Lugenbkel:  and  Noah  Fletcher,  for 
some  years  accountant  in  the  office  of  the  Society,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  recognize  these  dispensations  of  Providence  with 
sincere  sorrow,  and  that  while  we  express  our  sense  of  the  loss  there  >y  sus- 
tained by  this  Society  and  the  cause  of  Colonization,  we  would  tpnder  our 
warm  sympathies  to  the  afflicted  families  of  our  departed  friends,  in  their  sore 
bereavement. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  read  the  annual  report,  which  was  laid  on  the 
table  for  the  present. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported,  in  part,  and  the  report  was  ac- 
cepted, as  far  as  made. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  the  Rev.  John  Wheeler,  D.  D.,  Rev.  H. 
M.  Blodgett,  Dr  J.  G.  Goble,  Rev.  Charles  Brown,  and  Smith  Bloomfield, 
Esq.,  were  invited  to  sit  with  this  Board  and  partake  in  its  deliberations. 

Messrs.  Gurley,  Tracy,  and  Orcutt,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  make 
selections  from  the  annual  report,  to  be  read  at  the  public  meeting  of  the 
Society. 

The  Financial  Secretary  read  the  annual  statement  of  the  doings  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  which  was  accepted. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  9  A.  M.  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  January  20th. 

The  Board  of  Directors  met  according  to  adjournment.  The  meeting  was 
opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  H.  M.  Biodgett.  The  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting  were  read. 

The  Travelling  Secretary  presented  his  annual  report,  which  was  Adopted: 

Hartford,  Conn.,  January  ],  1858. 
Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Cor.  Sec.  A.  C.  S. 

Dear  Sir: — Permit  me  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  for 
the  year  1857. 

Early  in  the  year,  as  you  are  aware,  Rev.  Wm.iVarren,  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed my  successor  in  Connecticut,  aftpr  rendering  a  very  valuable  service 
for  a  few  months,  was  induced  to  resign  his  agency  from  a  conviction  that  his 
impaired  health  disqualified  him  to  discharge,  properly,  the  duties  of  the  office; 
and  it  being  judged  inexpedient  to  appoint  another  in  his  place,  I  have  endea- 
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Indiana  Board. 


vored  to  give  as  much  time  to  the  cultivation  of  this  field  as  the  good  of  the 
cause  demanded.  The  State  has  paid  into  your  treasury,  from  all  sources,  the 
sum  of  $3,805.03. 

Peyond  the  limits  of  Connecticut,  my  attention  has  been  chiefly  directed  to 
Maine  and  Rhode  Island,  the  agency  in  those  States  having  been  discontinued. 
In  Maine,  1  visited  Saco,  Portland,  Bath,  Bangor,  Waterville,  and  Augusta, 
and  had  the  privilege  of  presenting  the  cause  to  twenty  different  congregations. 
While  in  the  State,  I  was  kindly  favored  with  the  use  of  the  Representatives' 
Hall  for  the  purpose  of  addressing  the  members  of  the  Legislature.  The  same 
courtesy  was  extended  to  me  in  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts. 

The  amount  of  my  collections  in  Maine  was  about  $625 — to  which  add  what- 
had  been  collected  by  others,  and  it  gives  an  amount  creditable  to  our  friends 
there,  considering  the  financial  pressure  and  the  limited  efforts  made.  The  last 
year  has  been  a  peculiarly  hard  year  for  that  State — probably  no  previous  one 
more  so,  owing  to  a  great  depression  in  the  lumber  and  shipping  business,  in 
which  she  is  very  largely  engaged. 

In  Rhode  Island,  I  visited  Slatersville,  Pautucket,  Bristol,  Warren,  Provi- 
dence, and  Newport,  in  which  places  I  addressed  eleven  congregations,  and 
received  about  $425,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  contributed  by  individuals 
who  had  previously  given  to  the  cause  during  the  year — making  a  total  for  the 
State  of  over  $800.  1  have  also  preached  on  the  subject  to  eight  congregations 
in  Boston  and  vicinity,  where  I  received  some  $300  for  life-membership.  I 
spent  a  single  sabbath  in  Nashua,  N.  H.;  also  in  Newark  and  Princeton,  N. 
J.;  in  each  of  which  I  occupied  one  or  more  pulpits  in  behalf  of  the  cause. 

About  the  middle  of  November,  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  I  went  out  to  Indiana — mainly  for  the  purpose  of  having  an 
interview  with  the  Colonization  Board  of  that  State  in  relation  to  matters  which 
came  before  the  Board  of  Directors  at  the  last  annual  meeting.  Governor 
Willard,  who  is  President  of  the  Indiana  Board,  received  me  very  kindly,  and 
at  once  called  the  members  together  for  the  object  I  had  in  view.  After  a  free 
and  harmonious  interchange  of  sentiments  on  the  subject  in  question,  I  received 
a  communication  from  the  President,  embodying  the  views  entertained  by  the 
Board,  which  I  herewith  present,  and  which  contains,  I  suppose,  all  the  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  the  matter  that  need  be  communicated. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Nov.  25,  1857. 
Dear  Sir: — You  request  to  be  informed  as  to  the  policy  of  our  State  Board  of 
Colonization.  The  Board  believe  that  as  officers  of  State,  they  should  disburse 
the  $5,000  annually  given  by  the  State,  for  the  removal  of  the  negroes,  and 
then  their  duties  are  discharged.  We  do  not  desire  our  agent  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions, but  simply  procure  the  negroes  who  are  willing  to  emigrate,  and 
then  we  will  advance  the  $50  per  head.  As  to  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety entering  the  field  to  procure  donations  to  aid  that  Society  in  its  enterprize, 
we  have  no  objection;  but  earnestly  hope  you  may  be  successful. 

Yours, 

Ashbel  P.  Willard. 
Rev.  John  Orcutt.  President  St.  Board  Colonization. 

I  remained  in  Indiana  and  Ohio  some  six  weeks,  and  visited  Indianapolis, 
Lafayette,  Cincinnati,  Dayton,  Columbus,  Cleveland,  and  Canfield — in  each 
of  which,  with  the  exception  of  Cincinnati,  I  passed  a  sabbath,  and  enjoyed 
the  privilege  of  presenting  the  claims  of  the  cause  to  large  and  attentive  audi- 
ences— occupying,  in  all,  twelve  pulpits.  I  found  the  people  very  willing  to 
hear,  and  to  promise  to  give  when  the  times  become  better:  but  the  feeling  was 
general  and  strong  that  efforts  to  raise  funds  among  them  better  be  postponed. 
We  have  ardent  friends  in  those  States,  who  will  doubtless  give  further  proof 
of  it  when  the  money  pressure  is  over:  a  few  such  handed  me  about  $150.  At 
Indianapolis  I  was  informed  that  a  legacy  of  $500  had  been  left  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  by  William  S.  Taylor,  of  Jasper  County,  Indiana.  I 
accordingly  took  measures  to  ascertain  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  found  that 
said  legacy  was  to  be  paid  in  annual  instalments  of  $100,  and  that  a  portion  of 
it  was  due,  and  would  soon  be  paid,  and  the  remainder  in  due  time. 
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It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say,  the  Rev.  E.  G.  Nicholson,  the  agent  of  the 
parent  Society  for  a  portion  of  Ohio,  is  very  acceptable  to  the  people,  and  is 
making  a  good  impression  From  what  I  saw  and  heard  of  him,  I  iiave  great 
confidence  in  his  ability  and  fidelity  in  the  work,  and,  of  course,  of  his  success. 
The  whole  amount  of  my  collections  For  the  year  somewhat  exceeds  §5,01)0. 
This  includes  §151),  given  for  the  Liberia  College,  and  §100,  or  more,  contri- 
buted by  individuals  to  pay  for  reprinting  2,000  copies  of  Rev.  Alexander 
Crummell's  oration  in  Liberia,  on  the  natal  day  of  'lie  Republic,  and  for  pro- 
curing 500  copies  of  Professor  Shedd's  address  in  Boston,  for  general  distribu- 
tion. These  excellent  discourses,  and  other  documents  calculated  to  diffuse 
useful  information,  and  promote  the  welfare  of  the  cause,  hive  been  freely  dis- 
tributed in  the  several  towns  and  cities  1  have  visited,  and  sent  by  mail  to  in- 
dividuals in  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union. 

I  have  addressed  in  all  82  different  congregations — 24  in  Connecticut,  and  58 
in  other  States.  By  public  discourse,  by  the  primed  page,  and  by  private  in- 
tercourse, I  have  been  enabled  to  present  the  subject  to  many  minds,  and,  i 
trust,  to  make  some  good  impressions  for  the  cause. 

The  year,  like  the  previous  one,  has  been  very  unpropitious  for  collecting 
funds.  This  was  unexpected,  but  it  was  doubtless  thus  ordered  for  the  best  of 
reasons.  Notwithstanding  our  disappointments  and  trials,  we  can  speak  of 
progress,  for  which  it  becomes  us  to  "thank  God  and  take  courage."  What 
►ingle  year  has  effected  more  that  is  encouraging  in  Liberia?  It  is  true  we 
have  heard  of  a  famine  there;  but  it  turns  out  that  most  or  the  sufferings  occa- 
sioned by  it  were  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The  voice  from  her  shores  is 
not  the  voice  of  war  and  famine,  but  of  peace  and  plenty,  and  of  signal  pros- 
perity Nor  are  we  without  marked  evidence  of  the  Divine  favor  here  at  home. 
How  timely  was  our  scanty  treasury  replenished  by  unprecedented  liberality  I 
thereby  enabling  the  Society  to  prosecute  its  accustomed  work  w  thout  incur- 
ring the  evils  of  bankruptcy  or  suspension  !  In  the  language  of  Judge  Wash- 
ington, the  first  President  of  the  Society,  uttered  at  its  first  meeting: 

«'  Whether  we  consider  the  grandeur  of  the  object,  or  the  wide  sphere  of 
philanthropy  which  it  embraces;  or  whether  we  view  the  present  state  of  its 
progress,  under  the  auspices  of  this  Society,  and  under  the  obstacles  which 
might  have  been  expected  from  the  cupidity  of  many,  we  may  discover  in  each 
a  certain  pledge,  that  the  same  benignant  Hand  which  has  fostered  these  pre- 
paratory arrangements,  will  crown  our  efforts  with  success." 

In  closing,  I  can  but  advert  to  the  sad  event  which  has  taken  from  us  our 
much  esteemed  Recording  Secretary.  In  the  death  of  Dr  Lugenbeel,  we  ha"e 
experienced  a  sore  bereavement.  As  a  man,  as  a  Christian,  as  a  friend  of  the 
cause,  and  an  officer  of  the  Society,  we  knew  him  only  to  love  and  value  him. 

While  we  deeply  mourn  his  departure,  we  would  bow  with  submission  to 
the  will  of  Providence,  and  profit  by  the  impressive  lesson. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jxo.  Orcutt, 

Tra«.  Sec'y  A.  C.  S. 

The  Financial  Secretary  presented  his  annual  financial  statemen',  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts; — see  page  60;]  also,  the  report  of  Dr. 
Hall  in  regard  to  the  Mary  C.  Stevens.     The  following  is  Dr.  Hall's  report: 

Baltimore,  January  1,  1858. 
Rev.  Win.  McLain,  F.  Sec.  if  Tr.  Ji.  C.  S. 

Dear  Sir: — 1  herewith  hand  you  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  and  income  of 
the  two  first  voyages  of  the  Ship  Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  coveriig  all  charges 
and  earnings  entire,  including  under  head  of  the  latter  all  the  freight  and  pas- 
sage money  of  the  Society;  also  other  freight  for  which  payment  lias,  and  has 
not,  been  received.  These  two  voyages  may  be  considered  as  one  year's  ser- 
vice of  the  ship.  The  chaiges  amount  to  §15,836  03 — say  the  round  sum  of 
§16.000:  The  earnings,  to  §21,961.38— say  §22,000 — leaving  a  balance  in 
favor  of  the  ship  of  the  round  sum  of  §6,000.  The  charges  cover  all  disburse- 
ments, victualing  and  manning,  port-charges,  provisions  for  officers,  crewT 
«ftbin  and  steerage  passengers,  and  insurance;  in  all  of  which  I  Iihvp  prRcnc<reV 
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the  strictest  economy  the  circumstances  of  the  case  would  warrant,  and  [  be- 
lieve we  cannot  calculate  upon  any  material  deduction  from  the  annual  outlay 
of  this  sum  in  making  two  voyages  with  the  ship;  and  every  third  or  fourth 
year  we  may  expect  an  increase  of  some  $2,000  for  re-coppering  and  gen  al 
repairs  connected  therewith.  On  the  other  hand,  we  may  reasonably  exp  .-t 
an  increase  of  earnings,  not  only  on  account  of  the  Society,  but  from  other 
parties  for  freight  cut  and  home.  Thus  far  the  ship  has  not  canied  the  quota 
of  emigrants  allowed  hy  law,  nor  the  number  of  cabin  passengers  she  could 
ccommodate  On  her  first  voyage  out  with  150  tons  of  stone  ballast,  she 
stiil  had  room  for  over  1,000  bbls  of  freight.  On  her  se'cbrid  voyage,  she 
went  full,  but  it  not  hems;  known  in  season  th  it  she  votild  have  enough  to 
ballasi  her,  280  tons  of  sand  ballast  were  allowed  to  remain  in  her  hold.  On 
neither  voy  ige  home  has  her  freight  amounted  to  $100.  I  think  that  we  may 
reasonably  expect  that  suliicient  freight  will  be  ottered  hereafter  to  fill  her  on 
her  outward  passage,  and  that  we  may  be  able  to  get  home  freight  sufficient  to 
ballast  her  at  least. 

Ii  would  not  be  out  of  the  way,  perhaps,  to  estimate  her  earnings  hereafter 
at  24  or  25,000  dollais;  however,  much  will  depend  upon  the  coast  trade  and 
the  prosperity  of  the  Republic. 

It  may  also  not  be  out  of  the  way  to  remark,  that  the  ship  has  in  everyway 
equalled,  and  in  smie  respects  exceeded  our  expectations.  She  is  a  very  fast 
sailer  and  an  uncommonly  sate  and  comfortable  sea-boat — the  emigrants'  deck 
scarcely  ever  being  wetted  by  seas  or  breakers  The  comforts  and  conveni- 
ences of  her  cabin  arrangements  are  equal  to  any  sailing  vessel  of  her  tonnage 
afloat,  and  the  conduct  oi  her  captain  and  officers,  the  services  of  the  cook  and 
steward,  and  the  provisions  furnished  tor  their  use,  have  given  such  entire 
satisfaction,  that  1  believe  no  one  who  has  once  made  a  passage  in  her  will  be 
likely  to  seek  any  other  vessel  in  preference. 

I  will  also  take  this  opportunity  to  notice  one  matter  personal  to  myself,  viz: 
that  of  my  Compensation  for  acting  as  agent,  or  doing  the  business  of  the  ship. 
In  your  favor  of  18th  April  you  say,  "  The  Executive  Comir  ittee  propose  a 
compensation  of  2i  per  cent,  on  the  wh  le  business  of  the  ship,  not  to  exceed 
$1,000  per  annum."  I  declined  accepting  this  proposition,  preferring  to  leave 
the  matter  in  suspense  till  the  close  of  one  year.  You  are  aware  that  the  ordi- 
nary commission  allowed  for  dpi ng  business  of  this  kind,  chattering  or  sailing 
vessels,  buying  provisions  and  cargo,  with  cash  in  hand,  is  2g  per  cent,  and 
from  1  to  2|  per  cent,  more  for  advancing.  A  business  of  this  nature,  amount- 
ing 1 1  the  sum  of  the  year's  business  of  the  ship,  would  usually  occupy  a  week 
or  two  of  time,  and  perhaps  require  the  exchange  of  from  two  to  a  dozen  letters. 
The  agency  of  this  ship  almost  furnishes  the  business  of  the  entire  y«ar.  She 
is  in  port  from  two  to  three  months,  during  which  time  the  office  is  seldom  if 
ever  free  from  some  parties  interested  in  her,  and  while  absent  on  her  voyages, 
the  correspondence  of  all  parties,  having  business  or  friends,  or  servants  in 
Liberia,  either  past  or  prospective,  falls  on  the  agent  of  the  ship.  That  a 
proper  estimate  may  be  formed  of  the  amount  of  this  labor,  I  hand  von  here- 
with the  ietter-file  and  book  of  the  ship,  of  which  over  two  hundred  pages  of 
each  have  been  filled  since  A  nil  20th — but  a  little  over  eiaht  months;  and  near 
half  as  much  more  in  my  private  letter-book,  prior  to  the  first  voyage  of  the 
chip,  and  by  my  agent  during  my  absence  in  Liberia.  I  leave  the  matter  with 
you  to  lay  before  the  Executive  Committee,  or  the  Board  of  Directors,  which- 
ever you  may  see  fit — merely  suggesting,  that  in  case  a  low  per  centage  is 
fixed  upon,  as  compensation,  the  amount  should  not  be  limited  by  any  sum, 
unless  an  equivalent  was  made  in  case  of  a  falling  off  of  freight  and  emigrant.*, 
which,  in  fact,  would  amount  to  fixing  a  salary,  in  which  case  $1,000,  a>id  not 
{ess,  would  be  satisfactory:  or  I  would  agree  to  furnish  on  my  own  account 
one  thou -and  ban  els  of  freight,  either  out  or  home,  during  the  year,  which 
«houid  be  considered  as  a  full  compensation  for  services  as  agent. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

Jami-s  Hall 
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Estimate  of  Expenses  and  Income  of  Ship  M.  C.  Stevens — Voyage  A. 


Amounts  paid. 


Bill  of  Provisions  for  voy- 
age paid  here  -    -    -    - 

Other  port-charges  &  outfit 

Disbursements  on  coast    - 

Do.  of  entry  and 

repairs    ------ 

Officers  and  crew — voyage 
round      ------ 

Half  insurance  for  one  year 


1,854  94 
670  00 
371  44 

789  38 

2,105  00 
1,602  38 


Balance  to  Cr.  of  Voy.  A. 


7,393  14 


3,858  91 


Amounts  received. 


Four  cabin  passengers  out, 


Freight  paid  by  shippers 
Estimate  of  freight  on  lime 
Freight  paid  Capt. Daniels 

in  Liberia   -     -     -     -     - 
Freight  home,  paid  by  G. 

W.S.Hall      -    -    -    - 
Coastwise  passengers 
Cabin  passengers  home    - 
Steerage  passengers  home 


Steerage,  146  adults,at  $35 

71  children,  $17* 

FreightbillofA.C.S.     - 


400  00 

512  50 

1,000  00 

187  00 

83  05 

190  00 

1,275  00 

402  50 


4,050  05 

5,110  00 

1,242  00 

850  00 


11,252  05 


Baltimore,  Jan.  1,  lt)58. 


James  Hall,  Agent,  &c. 


Estimate  of  Expenses  and  Income  of  Ship  M.  C.  Stevens — Voyage  B. 


Amounts  paid. 


Amounts  received. 


Provisions  of  crew  and 
emigrants  -  -  -  -  - 
Deducting  for  sales  sur- 
plus on  the  coast  by  Mc- 
GillBros. 

Repairs  and  disbursements 
at  home       -    -     -     -    - 

Repairs  and  disbursements 
on  coast       -     -    -     -    - 

Advance  to  crew — wages  - 

Half  insurance  for  one  year 


Balance  to  Cr.  of  Voy.  B.  - 


1,977  82 

339  01 

1,638  81 

2,428  96 

658  03 
2,114  72 
1,602  37 


8,442  89 


2,266  44 


Freight  out  -  -  -  -  - 
1|  cabin  passengers  -  - 
Freight  for  steam  engine, 

saw-mill,  &c.  -  -  -  - 
Freight  paid  capt.  on  coast 

Do.  home  -  -  -  - 
Cabin  passengers  home  - 
Steerage    do.  do.  - 


Passage  of  147  adults  out, 
at  $35     ------ 

Passage  of  60  children,  at 
$17| 

Freight  on  acc't  of  A.C.S. 


988  69 
150  00 

500  00 
446  39 

81  25 
600  00 
448  00 

3,214  33 

5,145  00 

1,050  00 
1,300  00 

10,709  33 


Baltimore,  Jan.  1,  1858. 


James  Hall,  Agent,  &c. 


Mr.  Tracy  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  by  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Isaac  Ross,  of  Mississippi,  the 
residue  of  his  estate,  after  satisfying  other  legacies,  was  devoted  to  the  estab- 
lishment and  support  of  a  College  in  Liberia;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  any  residue  of  said  estate  that  may  be  in  or  come  into  the 
possession  of  this  Society,  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Trustees  of  Donations  for  Education  in  Liberia,  to  be  used  in  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  Liberia  College. 
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^landing  Committees. 

The  chair  appointed  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  Rev.  Mr.  Orcutt,  and  Henry  Stod- 
dard, Esq.,  as  a  Committee  on  Accounts. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  presented  a  communication  from  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Colonization  Society,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  relative  to  the  packet  ship  Stevens, 
to  report  upon  all  questions  concerning  her  past  and  future  management,  and 
the  general  policy  of  packet  lines  to  Liberia  from  ports  in  the  United  States, 
and  especially  on  the  subject  of  insurance,  agencies,  employment  and  accounts, 
of  the  M.  C.  Stevens. 

Messrs.  Pinney,  Jackson  and  Slaughter  were  appointed  as  said  committee. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Tracy  was  taken  up  and  discussed,  till  the 
hour  of  12  M.  having  arrived,  the  Board  adjourned  till  after  the  meeting  of  the 
Society. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  Society,  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  the 
Society's  office,  at  7 5  P.  M. 

Evening  Session. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    The  Chair  announced  the  Stand- 
ing Committees  as  follows: 

C  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  LL.  D., 
On  Foreign  Relations,     -    -    -<  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley, 

(  Rev.  T.  J.  Bowen. 

(  John  P.  Jackson,  Esq., 
On  Finance,    ------     -<  Rev.  J.  B.  Taylor, 

(John  W.  Allen,  Esq. 

C  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy, 
On  Auxiliary  Societies,  -    -    -<  Rev.  John  Seys. 

(  Rev.  William  H.  Starr. 

(  Rev.  P.  Slaughter, 
On  Agencies,       -----    .  1  Erastus  Brooks,  Esq., 

(  Rev.  William  McLain. 

(  Rev.  John  Maclean, 
On  Accounts,  -     -----    -  ^  Rev.  John  Orcutt, 

(  Hon.  Henry  Stoddard. 

(  James  Hall,  M.  D., 
On  Emigration, <  Rev.  R.  S    Finley, 

(  Rev.  John  Maclean,  D.  D. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean, 

Voted,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  nominate  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

The  committee  were,  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  Henry  Stoddard,  Esq.,  and  Rev. 
P.  Slaughter,  D.  D. 

The  resolution  on  the  Liberia  College  being  under  consideration,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Jackson,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  be  referred  to  a  committee,  with  instructions  to 
report  on  the  relations  which  this  Society  bears  to  the  said  college  enterprise, 
the  present  condition  and  merits  of  the  proposed  institution,  and  the  interest 
which  this  Society  shall  continue  to  mauifest  for  the  same. 

Messrs.  Tracy,  Jackson,  and  Gurley,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Rev.  Mr.  Finley  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  after  some  discussion 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Emigration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  settle  the  emigrants 
by  the  November  Expedition  in  Careysburgh,  except  such  of  them  as  may  for 
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special  reasons  be  located  elsewhere;  and  that  their  farms  be  surveyed,  and  a 
house  built  on  each  farm  previously  to  their  arrival,  so  that  each  family  may  lie 
settled  m  their  mvii  homes  immediately  on  their  arrival  in  Liberia. 

Resolved,  That  instead  of  the  six  months  rations  heretofore  allowed  to  emi- 
grants, the  value  of  the  same  be  given  to  them  by  way  of  outfit. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place  at  11  A.  M.  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  January  21,  11  o'clock  A.  M. 

The  Board, met  according  to  adjournment.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Wheeler. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  reported.  Their  report  was  accepted, 
and  the  resolutions  annexed  thereto  adopted: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  are  happy  to  report  that  Liberia  enjoys 
peace  with  all  foreign  nations  and  with  all  the  rntive  African  tribes.  England 
and  Fiance  have  not  only  acknowledged  the  independence  of  Liberia,  but  have 
in  other  ways  expressed  interest  in  her  welfare,  and  each  has  presented  to  her 
Government  a  small  armed  vessel.  The  independence  of  this  Republic  ha* 
been  acknowledged  by  several  other  of  the  European  Powers.  Very  friendly 
relations  exist  between  our  own  Government  and  Liberia,  but  hitherto  the  in- 
dependent of  that  Republic  has  not  been  formally  acknowledged  by  us. 

The  relations  of  Liberia  to  the  tribes  and  nations  of  Africa  is  full  of  increas- 
ing interest  and  promise  Those  under  her  jurisdiction  enjoy  protection,  and 
are  considered  as  in  preparation  for  citizenship.  The  Republic  has  bound 
herself  to  establish  schools  for  their  benefit,  as  soon  as  her  means  shall  permit, 
and  train  them  to  a  knowledge  of  the  useful  arts.  Nor  can  we  doubt  that  tne 
intellectual  and  moral  benefits  of  Liberia  will  gradually  extend  far  beyond  its 
present  limits.  It  is  to  be  desired  and  expected  that  Sierra  Leone  and  Liberia 
will  be  eventually  united  under  one  government  securing  to  the  latter,  the  ad- 
vanlage  of  the  best  harbor  on  the  coast,  and  to  the  former,  the  benefit  of  re- 
publican institutions.  Your  Committee  see  in  the  character  and  training  of 
American  colored  emigrants,  and  in  the  republican  government  they  have  adop- 
ted, elements  ol  p  >Wet  winch  must  ex  end.  A  cert  on  district  of  the  fine,  high, 
open,  healthy  country  in  Yoruba,  southwest  of  the  Niger,  and  extending  from 
the  sea  coast  to  thai  river,  now,  m  consequence  of  civil  wars,  and  the  slave 
trade,  without  inhabitants,  is  strongly  recommended  for  colonization  from 
numerous  considerations.  A  settlement  planted  upon  it,  would  enjoy  great 
advantages  for  trade,  agriculture,  and  foi  diffusing  civilization  through  an 
already  half  civilize  country.,  and  the  knowledge  of  Christianity  far  abroad 
in  Central  Africa.  Settlements  in  ihe  interior,  on  lb  New  Jersey  tract,  in  the 
Pessa  country,  and  other  regions,  should  be  established  as  early  as  the  means 
of  the  Society  and  its  other  duties  shall  permit,  should  the  measure  be  appro\  ed 
by  the  Libenan  Government.  This  Committee  particularly  recommend  that 
inquiry  be  instituted  in  regard  to  the  Yoruba  district,  and  thai  the  E  ecutive 
Committee  be  authorized,  should  they  find  ihe  way  open  in  Prov  deuce,  and 
deem  it  expedient,  to  send  a  special  agem  to  obtain  definite  information 
as  to  the  most  eligible  location,  and  the  practicability  of  securing  ii  and 
the  good  will  of  ihe  neighboring  native  govern  nen  e  in  com  lumon,  the  com- 
mittee would  offer  the  following  resolutions: 

J.    B.     PlNVEY, 
11.     R.    GlRLEY. 

T.  J.   Bow  EN. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  submitted,  and  as  modified,  were  adop- 
ted: 

1 .  Resolved,  That  the  success  of  Careysbnrgh,  by  d  em  oust  rat  ins:  the  superior 
healthfulness  of  new  emigrants  in  interior  settlements,  distinctly  points  to  the 
importance  of  similar  settlements  to  he  extended  yet  further,  an'  from  other 
parts  of  the  coast  of  Liberia. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  union  of  Liberia  and  Sierra  Leone,  under  the  same 
independent  republican  government,  in  an    event  much  to  be  desired  by  the 
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friends  of  the  African  race;  and  one  which  we  may  hope  to  see  consummated, 
through  the  generosity  of  Great  Britain,  evfntually. 

3.  R  solved:  That  the  propriety  and  practicability  of  the  establishment  of 
colonial  settlements  on  the  siave  coast,  and  in  the  adjacent  kingdom  of  Yoruba, 
is  a  subject  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  this  Society,  and  of  the  friends  of 
African  colonization. 

At  12  o'clock  the  Board  adjourned  until  after  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 
At  2  o'clock  the  Board  resumed  its  session. 

Tne  Committee  on  Account^  made  the  following  report,  which  was  accepted, 
and  the  resolution  adopted: 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  respectfully  report,  that  they  haveexamined  the 
accounts  of  the  Financial  Secretary,  have  compared  the  different  entries  with 
the  vouchers,  and  find  them  all  "correct.  The  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
Financial  Secretary,  exclusive  of  bonds  and  tnoes,  is  $4 12  77.  It  may 
be  proper  to  add,  that  the  Secretary  has  credited  himself  with  $6,01)0  paid 
by  him  for  two  bonds  of  the  corporation  of  the  City  of  Alexandria,  bearing 
interest,  which  bonds  remain  in  his  hands,  as  part  of  the  available  funds  of  the 
Society,  and  he  has  also  credited  himself  with  $10,000,  paid  for  the  note  of 
Messrs.  Corse  Brothers  for  that  amount,  which  will  becomedueon  the  26th  and 
29th  February,  proximo,  which  sum  is  also  a  part  of  the  available  funds  of 
the  Society.  Both  said  sums  having  been  paid  out  by  the  Secretary  under  an 
order  of  the  Executive  Committee,  are  proper  items  of  credit;  and  your  Coin<- 
mittee  advert  to  them  to  prevent  any  misapprehension  as  to  the  funds  of  the 
Society.  The  Secretary  has  also  four  bonds  of  $1, 000  each  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, with  coupons,  which  are  credited  in  the  same  way.  The  Committee 
take  great  pleasure  in  bearing  their  testimony  to  the  care  and  ability  with  which 
the  Financial  Secretary  has  hitherto  discharged  his  arduous  and  responsible 
duties;  at  the  same  time  they  would  suggest  the  expediency  of  a  change  in  the 
mode  of  keeping  his  bank  account,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Res  Irtd,  That  hereafter  the  Financial  Secretary  be  instructed  to  deposit  the 
funds  belonging  to  the  Society,  in  such  bank  or  banks  as  may  be  approved  by 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  that  all  such  funds  be  deposited  by  him,  in  his 
name,  as  Financial  Secretary  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 

In  the  course  of  the  examination  of  the  accounts,  the  Committee  observed  thai 
there  appeared  10  be  no  fixed  times  for  the  payment  ofahe  salaries  of  the  several 
orii  ers  of  the  .Society;  and  they  therefore  recommend,  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  salaries  shall  be  paid  quarterly,  and  at  the  eaid 
of  each  quarter. 

It  is  proper  perhaps  to  add,  that. the  comparing  the  vouchers  with  the  items 
of  the  Secretary's  accounts,  was  made  by  Messrs.  Stoddard  and  Orcutt — the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  not  being  able  to  meet  with  the  Committee  during 
the  whole  of  the  time  they  were  111  session, 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  ac- 
cepted, and  the  resolutions  adopted: 

From  an  examination  of  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  some  years 
past,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  specific  duties  have  been  performed  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  in  one  instance  only,  that  any  report  or  resolution 
has  heen  presented  bv  them.  The  impressi  m  seems  to  have  obtained,  that  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  superseded  their  action,  and  left  no  business  for  them. 
|i  is,  however,  respectfully  submitted,  that  an  important  department  of  the 
Society's  affairs  devolves  on  the  Committee  on  Finance,  as  the  finances  "re 
a  very  essential  element  of  its  usefulness  and  prosperity,  and  that,  therefore, 
some  specific  service  slum  d  be  expected  from  that  Committee.  This  Commit- 
tee entertaining  these  views,  it  is  recommended  thai  hereafter,  they  should  deem 
it  their  duty  to  examine  minutely  into  the  financial  condition  of  the  Society, 
present  and  prospective,  embracing  a  specific  examination  of  the  character  and 
safety  of  all  investments  of  the  Society's  funds,  as  exhibited  by  the  accounts 
of  the  Financial  Secretary,  and  to  report  the  result  of  such  examination;  and 
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that  it  be  the  further  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  recommend  such 
plans  and  measures  as  they  may  consider  calculated  to  increase  the  interest  of  our 
national  and  State  governments,  and  the  benevolent  and  Christian  community, 
in  our  Society,  and  thus  to  augment  its  resources  and  operations. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  suggestions,  the  following  resolutions  are  respect- 
fully submitted: 

Resolved,  That,  hereafter,  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  ex- 
amine minutelyintothe  financial  condition  of  the  Society,  presentand  prospective, 
embracing  a  specific  examination  of  the  character  and  safety  of  all  investments 
of  the  Society's  funds,  as  exhibited  by  the  accounts  of  the  Financial  Secretary, 
and  to  report  the  result  of  such  examination. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  recommend  such  measures  to  be 
adopted  by  this  Society,  as  they  may  consider  calculated  to  increase  the  in- 
terest of  our  national  and  State  governments,  and  the  benevolent  and  Christian 
community,  in  our  Society,  and  to  augment  its  resources  and  operations. 

Resolved,  That  the  indications  of  more  general  knowledge,  ai  d  more  favora- 
ble appreciation  of  the  true  character  and  moral  magnitude  of  our  Society's 
designs,  by  our  patriotic  and  philanthropic  fellow-citizens,  as  manifested  by  the 
action  of  several  of  our  State  Legislatures,  and  the  large  donations  and  bequests 
of  benevolent  individuals,  should  prompt  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  Society, 
and  its  advocates  throughout  the  land,  to  diffuse  full  information  of  the  humane 
designs,  and  successful  operations  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  to 
the  end  that  liberal  appropriations,  donations,  and  bequests,  may  be  encouraged 
from  all  portions  of  our  country,  as  upon  these  resources  this  Society  must 
rely  for  the  vigorous  and  effective  prosecution  of  its  comprehensive  objects. 

John  R.  Jackson,  Chairman. 
Jas.  B.  Taylor. 
The    Committee   on  Emigration   reported,   and  their   report  was   accepted, 
and  their  resolutions  adopted: 

The  Committee  on  Emigration  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  report: 
In  regard  to  the  business  of  the  present  year,  they  would  recommend  that 
all  emigrants  making  applications  for  passage,  to  the  extent  of  the  capacity 
of  the  ship  for  two  voyages,  should  be  received  and  sent  out,  and  that  there  should 
be  no  abatement  of  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  agents  of  the  Society  to  promote  emi- 
gration. In  regard  to  the  resolution  submitted  to  the  Board,  they  would  most  cor- 
dially express  their  approval  of  that  part  relating  to  the  settlement  of  emigrants 
at  Careysburg,  not  only  by  the  November  expedition,  but  by  every  expedi- 
tion, until  that  settlement  shall  have  received  such  increase  of  numbers  as  to 
guarantee  its  permanency  and  self-support  and  protection.  But  the  Committee 
would  not  be  disposed  at  this  time  to  recommend  any  change  in  the  long  prac- 
tised system  of  settling  emigrants,  so  materially  increasing  itsexpen.se,  as  is 
that  proposed  in  the  resolution.  They  can  see  no  objection,  however,  to  the 
special  appropriation  of  funds  by  associations  or  individuals,  to  the  erection  of 
dwellings,  or  the  improvement  of  lots,  and  that  expenditures  for  such  purposes 
should  be  made  through  the  agency  of  the  Society.  The  Committee  would, 
therefore,  recommend  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  submit- 
ted to  them: 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  make  arrangements 
to  have  settled  at  Careysburgh,  all  emigrants  by  the  several  expeditions  ex- 
cepting such  as  may  for  special  reasons  be  destined  to  other  settlements  in  Li- 
beria; that  the  lands  to  be  appropriated  to  them  be  surveyed  in  advance,  and  ready 
for  allotment  as  soon  as  practicable  after  their  arrival,  and  that  any  funds  spe- 
cially appropriated  for  the  erection  of  dwellings,  or  clearing  and  cultivating 
lands  for  any  parties,  individuals,  or  associations,  shall  be  devoted  to  the  pur- 
poses intended,  under  the  direction  of  the  local  agent  of  the  Society. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  any  emigrants  are  settled  in  their  own  houses  built  with- 
out Gost  or  charge  to  the  Society,  they  shall  receive  from  the  agents  of  the  So- 
ciety the  regular  weekly  rations  to  which  they  are  entitled,  if  they  shall  desire  it. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  Hall,  Chairman. 
Adjourned  to  meet  at  7  o'clock  this  evening. 
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Evening  Sessiow. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  on  Collegiate  Education  in  Liberia  submitted  the  following 
report  and  resolution,  which  were  adopted: 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  on  the  residue  of  the 
Ross  estate,  and  the  general  subject  of  collegiate  education  in  Liberia,  respect- 
fully report  as  follows: 

The  Trustees  of  Donations  for  education  in  Liberia  were  incorporated  by  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  approved  March  19,  1850,  and  are 
authorized  by  their  charter,  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  value  of 
$100,000,  the  income  whereof  shall  be  applied  to  the  promotion  of  collegiate 
education  in  Liberia,  in  the  absence  of  the  official  documents,  the  exact 
amount  of  funds  collected  by  this  corporation  cannot  now  be  stated,  but  it  ia 
understood  to  be  about  $30,000. 

Our  late  lamented  associate,  Anson  G.  Phelps,  of  New  York,  in  his  will, 
bequeathed  to  his  executors  the  sum  of  $50,000,  to  be  applied  at  their  discretion 
to  the  promotion  of  the  same  object,  in  case  the  enterprise  of  these  trustees  should 
proceed,  and  the  whole  sum  of  $100,000  be  raised  in  this  country  for  that  purpose. 

The  New  York  Colonization  Society  has  in  trust  for  education  in  Liberia, 
funds  to  the  amount  of  about  $52,000,  with  the  confident  assurance  of  some 
additional  thousands.  The  whole  or  any  part  of  this  is  applicable  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  that  Society  to  this  object.  If  the  whole  is  so  applied,  the  amount 
already  secured  exceeds  $80,000,  not  including  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Phelps. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Trustees  of  Donations,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Liberia,  approved  December  24,  1851,  establishing  Liberia  college, 
and  incorporating  its  Board  of  Trustees  in  Liberia;  but  conferring  on  the  Trus- 
tees of  Donations  in  America,  the  right  to  appoint  all  officers  of  instruction  and 
government,  until  such  time  as  the  Trustees  of  the  college  shall  see  fit  to  assume 
the  entire  responsibility  of  the  management  and  support  of  that  institution. 
Thus  empowered,  the  Trustees  of  Donations  have  appointed  the  Hon.  J.  J. 
Roberts,  President  of  said  college,  and  he  has  accepted  that  office. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Liberia  incorporating  the  college,  granted  to  it» 
Trustees  one  hundred  acres  of  land  at  Clay  Ashland,  which  was  supposed  to 
be  an  eligible  site  for  the  college. 

The  Trustees  of  Donations  have  purchased  and  sent  out  the  materials  for 
co'lege  buildings,  expecting  that  they  would  be  erected  on  the  land  granted  by 
the  Legislature.  But  on  careful  examination  by  the  Trustees  of  the  college,  that 
site  was  pronounced  unsafe  in  respect  to  health.  Attempts  were  made  to  pro- 
cure other  desirable  locations  in  that  vicinity,  but  owing  to  private  claims  on 
the  lands  desired,  they  were  unsuccessful.  It  was  finally  decided  to  erect  the 
building  on  Cape  Mesurado,  about  a  mile  from  the  city  of  Monrovia,  on  the 
southwestern  slope  of  the  promontory,  fronting  the  ocean.  This  location  is 
believed  to  be  more  salubrious  than  any  that  could  be  obtained  on  the  St.  Paul's 
river,  and  has  other  advantages  of  some  importance.  It  is  understood  that 
the  work  of  erection  is  now  in  progress,  and  that  the  walls  and  roof  will  be 
completed  during  the  present  dry  season.  As  is  the  case  everywhere  in  locating 
colleges,  academies,  churches,  and  all  analogous  institutions,  there  has  been 
some  difference  of  opinion  respecting  the  location  of  this  college,  growing  out 
of  differing  views  and  habits  of  thought  and  local  interests  and  influences.  It 
is  not  important,  if  indeed  it  is  practicable,  for  us  to  settle  the  merits  of  the 
several  opinions  on  this  point.  Probably  the  growth  of  the  country  will,  at  no 
rery  distant  day,  bring  to  light  some  location  so  much  better  than  any  yet  known, 
as  to  induce  its  removal. 

The  Trustees  of  Donations  have  made  some  progress  in  securing  such  officers 
of  the  institution  as  may  be  necessary,  in  the  early  stages  of  the  college  For 
various  reasons,  it  would  be  improper  to  mention  names  at  present;  but  it  is 
understood  that  sufficient  teachers  will  be  ready  whenever  the  buildings  are 
completed. 

At  least  two  of  the  missions  in  Liberia  have  High  schools,  which  it  wa« 
once  thought  might  grow  into  colleges.  But  it  is  now  understood  by  them, 
that  there  can,  for  many  years,  be  but  one  successful  college  in  Liberia,  and 
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they  are  making  their  calculations  accordingly.  These  schools  may  furnish 
some  students  fitted  for  college;  though  we  are  not  informed  whether  they  will 
take  that  course. 

This  enterprise  was  undertaken  with  the  express  approbation  of  this  Society, 
and  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  still  deserves  its  approbation  and  sup- 
port, and  should  be  commended  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  all  the  friends  of 
Liberia.  As  it  appears,  however,  that  there  will  be  no  residue  of  the  Ross  estate, 
after  satisfying  other  claims,  no  action  in  respect  to  such  residue  seems  advisa- 
ble. The  Committee,  therefore,  only  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  cherish  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  the  Li- 
beria College,  and  that  it  hopes  the  friends  of  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety will  aid  in  securing;  the  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  required  in  order  to 
render  the  $50,000  left  by  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Phelps  available  to  the  said 
college. 

The  Committee  to  nominate  officers  reported,  recommending  the  folio wing,vii: 
Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley, /or  Corresponding  Secretary. 
Rev.  Wm.  McLain,  for  Financial  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
Rev.  John  Orcvtt-  for  Traveling  Secretary. 

Dr.  Harvey  Lindslky,  Joseph  H.  Bradley,  Esq.,  A.  O.  Dayton,  Esq., 
Wm.  Gunton,  Esq  ,  W  W.  Seaton,  Esq.,  Rev.  George  W.  Samson,  and 
Judge  Wm.   Merrick,  for  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Committee  further  recommended  that  no  appointment  of  Recording 
Secretary  be  made  at  this  meeting,  but  that  the  Executive  Committee  be 
authorized  to  employ  some  suitable  person  to  perform  the  duties  of  oookkeeper 
for  the  ensuing  year,  at  a  salary  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  officers  nominated  elected. 

The  Committee  on  Auxiliary  Societies  being  called  upon,  presented  no  report. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  resolution  which  he  had  prepared,  in 
regard  to  planting  an  interior  settlement  on  the  New  Jersey  Tract,  whereupon, 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  New  Jersey  Colonization  Society  be  informed  that  it  is  the 
purpose  of  tins  Board,  if  the  Government  <>f  Liberia  consent,  to  plant  a  settlement 
on  the  New  Jersey  Tract,  and  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to 
adopt  preliminary  measures  for  this  purpose  immediately. 

Rrs  bed,  That  in  order  to  secure  the  settlement  of  twenty  pioneer  families 
on  the  New  Jersey  purchase,  the  State  Society  of  New  Jersey  be  invited  to 
appropriate  five  thousand  dollars  for  opening  roads,  building  houses,  and  other 
needful  expenses  in  forming  the  settlement. 

Resolved,  That  respectable  families  who  contemplate  emigrating  from  Illinois, 
as  stated  by  the  Rev.  Robert  S.  Finley,  be  invited,  if  the  settlement  ean  be 
made,  to  become  pioneers,  with  the  pledge  that  each  family  shall  have  a  small 
house  and  farm  of  land  given  them. 

Resolved,  Tnat  houses  shall  be  prepared  for  as  many  respectable  families, 
not  less  than  twenty,  as  will  pledge  themselves  by  the  first  of  May,  to  emi- 
grate in  the  expedition  of  November  next. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  Tracy,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  henceforth  the  financial  year  shall  close  with  the  calendar 
year,  or  last  day  of  December,  annually. 

1  he  Committee  on  Agencies  reported  verbally,  that  no  materials  for  a  report 
had  been  placed  in  their  hands.     The  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  it  wes — 

Resolved,  That  the  several  State  Societies  be  invited  to  consider  by  what 
means,  and  to  what  definite  extent,  they  may,  during  this  year,  contribute  to 
the  funds  of  this  Society,  and  to  communicate  the  result  of  their  deliberations 
to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  also  that  they  be  desired  to  consider  whether 
they  can,  with  prospects  of  success,  apply  to  their  respective  State  Legislatures 
for  aid  to  the  sause  of  African  Colonization. 
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On  motion  of  Rev.  P.  Slaughter,  it  was — 

Rtsolvtd,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to  contribute  a  sum 
not  exceeding;  §600,  to  the  salary  of  an  agent,  for  the  special  purpose  of  pro- 
curing free  colored  emigrants  in  Virginia,  and  getting  them  read)  for  embarka- 
tion. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion relative  to  the  packet-ship  M.  C.  Stevens,  made  the  following  report: 

That  with  the  vessel  and  its  management  for  the  past  year,  the  Society  has 
reason  to  be  gratified.  W*  doubt  not  that  had  the  generous  donor,  the  late  Mr. 
John  Stevens,  of  Talbot  county,  Maryland,  to  whose  liberality  we  are  in- 
debted foi  it,  survived  to  meet  with  us,  his  highest  anticipations  would  have 
been  satisfied.  In  speed,  comfort,  and  safety,  the  Stevens  has  proved  herself 
eminently  superior  for  the  desired  service.  The  Committee  have  read  with 
pie  sure  the  lucid  and  full  reportof  Dr.  James  Hall,  as  to  the  results  of  the  two 
fiist  voyages  of  the  packet,  showing  that,  under  very  unfavorable  circumstances 
for  securing  general  freight,  allowing  a  fair  credit  for  passage  of  emigrants  on 
terms  as  low  as  cou  d  have  been  obtained  by  charter  of  even  inferior  vessels, 
there  is  left  a  balance  to  her  credit  in  round  numbers  of  $6,000.  The  total  out- 
lay for  two  voyages,  $  15,836  03,  and  her  earnings. $21,96u  38.  Jn  thus  uniting  a 
fair  income  over  expenses,  with  the  very  superior  comfort  and  security  of 
passengers  on  the  voyage,  the  packet  vindicates  the  wisdom  of  those 
by  whose  exertions  ard  beneficence  she  was  secured. 

On  the  subject  of  compensation  of  the  agent  to  whom  the  care  and  business 
of  the  packet  lias  been  confided,  the  Committee  have  deemed  it  just  and  proper 
to  allow  for  the  year  past,  $1,000,  in  accordance  with  Dr.  Hall's  liberal  pro- 
posal on,  and  at  the  same  tune  state,  that  this  sum  is  not,  in  our  opinion,  an  equi- 
valent for  the  various  correspondence  and  multifarious  duties  performed. 

They  recommend  tliat  the  agency  of  Dr.  Hall  be  continued,  and  that,  as  a 
matter  of  economy  and  gam  to  the  Society,  he  be  compensated  as  proposed  in 
his  own  report,  by  privilege  of  free  of  charge  one  thousand  barrels  of  freight,  if 
the  vessel  can  receive  it.  Or  should  the  Society's  business  be  so  large  as  to 
forbiu  this  privilege  entirely,  or  in  part,  then  to  the  same  extent  in  propor- 
tion, the  compensation  be  made  at  the  rate  of  $l,0o0  per  annum. 

On  the  topic  of  insurance,  the  Committee  teel  some  doubt  in  assuming  the 
responsibility  of  recommending  a  change.  By  an  almost  unanimous  decision 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Directors,  full  insurance  was  insisted  upon.  In  view 
of  the  excellent  qualities  oi  the  Stevens,  of  ihe  |  eculiarly  favorable  season  of 
the  year,  when  her  voyages  are  commenced,  of  the  safety  of  the  Liberian  coast 
in  general  from  dangers  to  the  crew  or  vessel,  and  from  the  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining a  general  average  for  partial  loss  on  so  large  a  sum  as  $40,000,  the 
Committee  will  venture  to  propose  a  change,  as  follows:  That  insurance  be  ob- 
tained on  one-half  her  value,  say  $2U,0Uu,  and  lhat,  for  the  other  half,  the 
Society  b  come  her  underwriter,  and  he  sum  so  saved  be  invested  as  a  sink- 
ing fund  for  renewal  when  the  vessel  is  lost  or  worn  out.  On  ihe  only  remaining 
topic  embraced  in  the  resolution  referred  to  them,  the  Committee  would  sug- 
gest that  the  accounts  of  the  Sievens  should  in  the  account  of  the  Treasurer, 
and  in  our  ledger,  embrace  her  whole  earnings  and  expenditures,  and  would 
furthe  suggest,  that  an  account  be  opened  wuh  her  in  the  books  on  this  basis, 
and  be  continued  so  as  at  all  tiiiT  s  to  show  the  entire  credits  and  debits  of  her 
business;  lhat  in  all  cas>  s,  including  the  Treasurer's  Report  for  the  pasi  year, 
the  earnii  gs  of  the  packet  for  emigrants  and  Society  V  freight  be  credited,  and 
the  sum  be  debued  to  emigrant  or  some  other  appropriate  account. 

J.  B    Pinney,  Chairman. 
J.  P.  Jackson. 

This  report  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

On  motion  the  Annual  Report  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  for 
publication.  The  minutes  were  read  and  approved  The  Board  then  adjourned 
to  meet  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  January,  1859,  at  12  o'clock,  at  noon. 

Elisha  Whittlesey,  Chairman. 
Joseph  Tract,  Secretary. 
John  Orc^tt,  Assistant  Seeretary. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

"  Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  «  The  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety.' 

Art.  2.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively  directed  is,  to 
promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  colonizing,  with  their  own  consent,  the  free 
people  of  color  residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Con- 
gress shall  deem  expedient.  And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object,  in 
co-operation  with  the  General  Government  and  such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt 
regulations  on  the  subject. 

Art.  3.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  shall  have  paid  to  the  funds 
of  the  Society  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society  for  one 
year  from  the  time  of  such  payment.  Any  citizen  who  shall  have  paid  t he 
sum  of  thirty  dollars,  shall  be  a  member  for  life.  And  any  citizen  paying  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director  for  life.  Foreigners  may  be 
made  members  by  vote  of  the  Society  or  of  the  Directors. 

Art.  4.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  at  Washington,  on  the  third  Tues- 
day in  January,  and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  they  shall  direct.  At 
the  annual  meeting,  a  President  and  Vice  Presidents  shall  be  chosen,  who  shall 
perform  the  duties  appropriate  to  those  offices. 

Art.  5.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  composed  of  the  Directors  for 
life  and  of  De  egates  from  the  several  State  Societies  and  societies  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  Territories  of  the  United  States.  Each  of  such  socieiies 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  Delegate  for  every  five  hundred  dollars  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Society  within  the  year  previous  to  the  annual  meeting. 

Art.  6.  The  Board  shall  annually  appoint  one  or  more  Secretaries,  a 
Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Committee  of  seven  persons;  all  of  whom  shall 
ex  officio  be  members  of  the  Board,  having  a  right  to  be  present  at  its  meetings 
and  to  take  part  in  the  transaction  of  its  business;  but  they  shall  not  vote,  ex- 
cept as  provided  in  Article  7. 

Art.  7.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  meet  annually  in  Washington,  imme- 
diately after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  at  such  other  times  and 
places  as  it  shall  appoint,  or  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  at 
the  request  of  any  three  of  the  Auxiliary  State  Societies,  communicated  to  the 
Corresponding  Secretary.  Seven  Directors  shall  form  a  quorum.  But,  if  at 
any  annual  meeting,  or  meeting  regularly  called,  a  less  number  be  in  attendance, 
then  five  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  with  such  Directors,  not  less 
than  four,  as  may  be  present,  shall  constitute  a  Board,  and  have  competent 
authority  to  transact  any  business  of  the  Society;  provided,  however,  that  the 
Board  thus  constituted  shall  carry  no  question  unless  the  vote  be  unanimous. 

Art.  8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  according  to  its  own  appoint- 
ment, or  at  the  call  of  the  Secretary.  This  Committee  shall  have  d  STetionary 
power  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Society,  subject  only  to  such  limitations 
as  are  found  in  its  charter,  in  this  Constitution,  and  in  the  votes  that  have  b.  en 
passed,  or  may  hereafter  be  passed,  by  the  Board  of  Directors  The  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  shall  be  members  of  the  Committee  ex  officio,  with  the  right  to 
deliberate,  but  not  to  vote  The  Committee  is  authorized  to  fill  all  vacancies 
in  its  own  body;  to  appoint  a  Secretary  or  Treasurer  whenever  such  offices  are 
vacant;  and  to  appoint  and  direct  such  agents  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  Society.  At  every  annual  meeting,  the  Committee  shall  report 
their  doings  to  the  Society,  and  to  trie  Board  of  Directors. 

Art.  9.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended,  upon  a  proposition  to  that  effect 
by  any  of  the  Societies  represented  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary,  and  published  in  the  official  paper  of  the  Society,  three  months  be- 
fore the  annual  meeting;  provided  such  amendment  receive  the  sanction  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Board  at  its  next  annual  meeting." 


LIFE   DIRECTORS. 


Hon.  THOS.  W.  WILLIAMS,  Conn., 
THOMAS  R.  HAZARD,  Esq.,  R.  I., 
Rev.  LEONARD  BACON,  D.  D.,  Conn., 
Rev.  EBENEZER  BURGESS,  D.  D.,  Mass., 
FRANCIS  GRIFFIN,  Esq.,  Miss., 
Gen.  JOHN  H.  COCKE,  Viiginia, 
Rev.  J.  B.  FINNEY,  New  York, 
Rev.  W.  McLAIN,  D.  C, 
HERMAN  CAMP,  Esq.,  New  York, 
STEPHEN  DUNCAN,  M.  D.,  Miss., 
JOHN  MURDOCK,  Esq.,  " 

JAMES  RAILEY,  Esq.,  " 

DAVID  HUNT,  Esq.,  « 

CHARLES  BREWER,  Esq.,  Pa., 
NICHOLAS  MILLS,  Esq.,  Va., 
J.  KNICKERBACKER,  Esq.,  N.  Y., 
JAMES  BOORMAN,  Esq.,  N.  Y., 


SOLOMON  STURGES,  Esq.,  Ohio, 

CHARLES  McMICKEN,  Esq.,  « 

HENRY  STODDARD,  Esq.,        " 

Rev.  JOHN  MACLEAN,  D.  D.,  N.  J., 

WILLIAM  SILLIMAN,  Esq.,  La., 

JAMES  HALL,  M.  D.,  Md., 

Hon.  MILLARD  FILLMORE,  N.  Y., 

ALEXANDER  DUNCAN,  Esq.,  R.  I., 

Hon.  ALBERT  FEARING,  Mass., 

Rev.  R.  S.  FINLEY,  N.  J., 

Hon.  WILLIAM  APPLETON,  Mass., 

Rev.  R.  R.  GUR.LEY,  D.  C, 

Hon.  FRANKLIN  PIERCE,  N.  H., 

GEORGE  LAW,  Esq.,  N.  Y., 

Hon.  EDWARD  COLES,  Pa., 

JOHN  P.  CROZER,  Esq.,  Pa. 


Delegates  appointed  by  State  Auxiliary  Societies  for  1858. 

Maine. — Hon.  Robert  P.  Dunlap. 

Massachusetts. — Rev.  Joseph  Tracy. 

Connecticut. — Hon.  L.  F.  S.  Foster,  Hon.  Samuel  Ingham,  Hon.  Samuel 

Arnold,  2d,  Hon.  W.  D.  Bishop,  Eli  Whitney,  Esq.,  George  W.  Shelton, 

Esq.,  Rev.  John  Orcutt. 
New  York.— Hon.  Erastus  Brooks,  A.  G.  Phelps,  Esq.,  Smith  Bloomfield, 

Esq.,  Rev.  Henry  Connelly. 
New  Jersey. — John  P.  Jackson,  Esq. 

Ohio.— Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Hon.  J.  W.  Allen,  Rev.'John  Seys. 
Virginia.— Rev.  P.  Slaughter,  Rev.  W.  H.  Starr,  Rev.  J.  B.  Taylor,  Rev.  T. 

J.  Bowen,  Rev.  J.  C.  Granberry. 


. 


OFFICERS. 

JOHN  H.  B.  LATROBE,  ES"C,  President. 

REV.  R.  R.  GURLEY,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

REV.  WM.  McLAIN,  Financial  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

REV.  JOHN  ORCUTT,  Traveling  Secretary. 

EXECUTIVE    committee: 

HARVEY  LINDSLY,  M.  D., 
JOSEPH  H.  BRADLEY,  Esq., 
A.  0.   DAYTON,   Esq., 
WILLIAM  GUNTON,  Es«., 
W.  W.  SEATON,  Esq., 
REV.  GEORGE  W.  SAMSON, 
JUDGE  WM.  MERRICK. 


• 
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FOR  LIBERIA.  \ 

\        Our  Ship,  the   Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  sails   regularly  I 

i  from  Baltimore  and  Norfolk  on  the  1st  of  May  and  1st  of  No-  I 

>  vember.     Application  for  freight  or  cabin    passage  should  be  ?» 

>  madp  to  Dr.  James  Hall,  Colonization  Office,  Baltimore;  for  > 
5  steerage  passage,  immediately  to  this  office.  The  Ship  will  * 
*  touch  at  all  the  ports  in  Liberia. 

Fare:  Cabin,  $100;  Steerage,  $35.     Freight,  $1.50  a  bar-  | 

\  rel,  30  cents  a  cubic  foot,  $10  a  ton.     Palm  oil,  5  cents  a  gallon  I 

i  on  the  entire  capacity  of  the  casks.     No  single  package  will  be  I 

\  taken  for  less  than  $1. 

\        All  freight  will  be  received  and  delivered  alongside  the  ship,  $ 

j  or  landed  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  shipper  or  consignee.  <* 

t  Passage  and  freight  to  be  paid  in  advance.     Five   per   cent,  i 

$  primage  will  be  charged  on  all  freight  which  is  not  paid  in  | 

<  advance.  I 

$        $J=A11  persons  sending  parcels  and  packages  by  Express  or  £ 

1  otherwise  to  Baltimore,  to  be  forwarded  in  the  ship,  must  pay  $ 

I  the  expenses  on  the  same,    including  drayage  to  the  ship  in  £ 

J  Baltimore.     No  freight  will  be  received  at  Norfolk. — The  ship  j; 

\  will  only  touch  there  for  emigrants  and  their  baggage  and  other  \ 

$  belongings.  \ 

\        All  letters  sent  to  the  care  of  this  office  will  be  duly  forwarded  \ 

i  in  the  ship.  > 


THE  AFRICAN  REPOSITORY 

>  is  issued  regularly  on  the  1st  of  every  month,  at  $1  per  annum, 
5    payable  in  advance. 

Subscribers  who  may  not  be  visited  by  any  of  our  regular 

>  agents,  will  please  remit  to  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
I    Society,  the  amount  of  tl  ur  subscription,  in  any  kind  of  funds 

<  which  may  be  most  convenient  to  them  ;   which  will  be  acknow- 

<  ledged  by  mail,  free  of  postage,  and  also  in   the  succeeding 

>  number  of  the  Repository. 
<> 
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OFFICIOUS. 

JOHN  H.  B.  LATROBE,  ESQ..,  President. 

REV.  R.   R.  GURLEY,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

REV.  WM.  McLAIN,  Financial  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

REV.  JOHN  ORCUTT,  Traveling  Secretary. 

EXECUTIVE    committee: 

HARVEY  LINDSLY,  M.  D., 
JOSEPFI  H.  BRADLEY,  Esq., 
WILLIAM  GUNTON,  Esq., 
W.  W.  SEATON,  Esq., 
REV.  GEORGE  W.  SAMSON, 
HON.  WM.  MERRICK. 
HON.   ISAAC  BLACKFORD. 


FORTY-SECOND 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


ilHMlfiM  fB<Di<DiIlM»H  S©«U3UIt 


WITH  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  AND  OF  THE  SOCIETY; 


JANUARY*18,  1859. 


WASHINGTON: 

C.   ALEXANDER,   PRINTER, 
P,  NEAR  SEVENTEENTH  ST. 

1859. 


K 


^0F  co^ 

1899 


OFF  I  C  MRS. 


J.  II.  15.  LATROBE,  M...J.,  President. 
Vice  Pre$ldent$i 


i .  Gen.  John  h.  Cooke,  of  vn 

2.  iti-v.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.,  of  Connecticut. 

3.  Hon,  Theodora  Prelinghuysen,  of  n.  J. 

4.  Moaei  Allen,  Esq.,  ol  N'w  Jforfc. 
i.  Qan.  Walter  Jonei,  ol  D.  d 

■i  , ol  ii.  Oi 
7.  Kt.  Rev.  Win.  Meade,  D,  u.,  ofVli 
B.  Bev.  Jss.  Oi  Andrew,  D.  D>,  ol  Alabama, 
'j.  Hon.  Ellsha  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio. 

io.  Hon.  Walter  Lowrle,  ol  New  York. 

li.  Stephen  Duncan,  M.  D.,  ol  Ml    Ii  ilppi. 

i  I.  Hon.  w.ii.  0.  Bivee,ol  Virginia. 

13.  Jane   Boorman,  Esq  ,  ol  New  York. 

U.  ii  E  q.,  do. 

I.,.  Bob*  H  Oampbi  II ,  E  q..  ol  Qi 

ii,.  Hon.  i'ii' i  n   Vroom,of  New  Jersey  • 

17.  Hon  Jame   Garlaud,  ol  Virginia. 

L8,    Hon.  VVilh.nl  Hall,  "I  I 

19,  Bt,  Bar.  lane    H.  Otey,  D.  D.,  ol  Tenn. 
SO,  Gerard  Bal  ton,  Baqi,  ol  England. 
81.  Bev.  Oi  Van  Ben  reiser,  D.  D.,  of  N.  J, 
i  bom  as  Hodgkln,  Mi  D.,  of  England. 
■  v.  B.  Bargees, D.  D.,  of  Massachusetts) 
34,  Thome  iB.  Hazard,  |gQ>,oi  Bhode  Island. 

85,  Thome    Ma    Ii  ,  M.  I).,  of  v.. 

86,  Qen.  Wlnfleld  Bcott,  U.  H.  A. 

U7.  Hon.  Li  Qi  Oi  Elmer,  ol  New  Jersey, 

me  ■  Ball) ,  E  q.,  ol  Ml  ill   ippi. 
89,  Bev.  <;.  W.Betbune,  D.  D.,  of  New  York. 
80.  Bev.  w.  it.  Johnson,  D.  D.,ofS.  Carolina. 
31,  Bt,  Bev.  0.  P.  Mcllvaine,  i>.  D.,ol  Ohio. 
T.  i    Bdgai .  Di  D.,  "i  Tennessee, 

33.  Hon.  J.  Bi  Underwood, oi  Kentucky. 

34.  Jame    Lenox,  Esq  ,oi  New  Vork. 

35.  Bev  ill ,  D,  ".,  ol  T<  on 

36.  ic«'v.  T.  0.  Upbam,  n  D.,ol  Maine. 

37.  Hon.  Thome  Corwln,  of  Ohio. 

38.  iioo.  'i  boma  ■  vv.  Williams,  ol  Oonni 
89,  Bev.  John  Early,  D.  D.,  ol  v.. 

40.  i:«v.  Lovick  Pierce,  D.  D.,ofGeorgla. 

41.  Hon.  B.  J.  Walker,  ofMlsel 
4;;.  John  Bell,  M.  I).,  of  P< 

43.  Hon.  Charles  M.  Conrad,  of  Loul  I 

44.  u»;v.  Boberl  Byland,  ol  Virginia. 

i  ,.  Bon.  Pred.  Pt  Btanton,  of  Kansas. 
40.  Bev.  Nathan  Bangs,  D.  Di,  ofNew  I 
47.  Join.  Beverldge,  Esq., of  New  Vork. 
44.  Hon.  James  M.  Wayne,  of  0( 
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FORTY-SECOND 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

AMERICAN    COLONIZATION    SOCIETY, 

JANUARY  18,  1859. 

Deceased  friends. 

The  decease,  since  the  last  general  meeting  of  this  Society, 
of  four  Vice  Presidents — the  Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer, 
of  Virginia ;  the  Rev.  Beverly  Waugh,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Janeway,  D.  D., 
of  New  Jersey;  Charles  McMicken,  Esq.,  of  Ohio  ;  and 
of  the  Hon.  A.  0.  Dayton,  of  this  City — (a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee) — admonishes  its  members  that  in  its 
benevolent  labors  no  time  should  be  lost,  since  in  the  night  which 
so  soon  cometh  no  man  can  work. 

We  cannot  attempt  even  to  do  justice  in  this  report  to  the 
character  and  services  of  these  distinguished  benefactors  of 
this  Society. 

To  the  great  abilities,  eloquence,  and  persevering  efforts  of 
the  Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  (a  name 
among  the  most  worthy  of  that  Commonwealth,)  is  this  So- 
ciety indebted  very  much  for  its  origin,  and  still  more  for  all  its 
early  success. 

On  the  21st  of  December,  1816,  Mr.  Mercer,  then  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia,  in  anticipation  of 
the  meeting  in  Washington  for  the  formation  of  this  Society, 
moved  resolutions,  which,  with  little  opposition,  passed  both 
Houses  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  authorizing  the  Gov- 
ernor to  call  upon  the  General  Government  for  aid  in  procur- 
ing, in  Africa  or  elsewhere,  a  territory  which  might  prove  an 
asylum  to  such  free  people  of  color,  of  Virginia,  as  might 
choose  to  make  it  their  home,  and  to  such  slaves  as  masters 
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Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer. 

might  please  to  emancipate,  that  its  advantages  might  become 
theirs. 

For  the  three  subsequent  years  he  devoted  himself  almost 
exclusively  to  the  objects  of  this  Society  ;  aided  by  his  personal 
influence  and  efforts  the  collection  of  funds  in  Baltimore  for  the  ex- 
ploration of  the  African  coast  by  Messrs.  Mills  and  Burgess, 
the  first  agents  of  the  Society,  and  as  a  Representative  in  Con- 
gress, from  the  State  of  Virginia,  effectually  contributed  to  se- 
cure that  legislation  in  regard  to  recaptured  Africans,  which, 
as  liberally  and  wisely  interpreted  by  Mr.  Monroe,  then  Presi- 
dent, led  to  that  mutual  co-operation  between  the  Government 
and  this  Society,  which  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the 
Colony,  since  the  Republic  of  Liberia. 

He  was  the  writer  of  the  first  two  reports  of  this  Society, 
and  devoted  much  time  to  the  diffusion  of  information  concern- 
ing its  plans  by  correspondence,  and  by  circular  letters  inviting 
the  clergy  of  all  denominations  to  make  known  its  object,  and  to 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  support  of  its  Colony. 

At  a  subsequent  period  he  moved  an  amendment  to  a  bill 
from  the  Senate,  by  which  the  slave  trade,  with  the  general 
concurrence  of  both  Houses,  was  made  piracy,  and  secured 
the  adoption  of  a  resolution,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of 
Congress,  requesting  ihe  President  to  open  negotiations  with 
the  several  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and  America,  in  order 
to  obtain  their  consent  that  this  inhuman  traffic  should  be  de- 
nounced as  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations. 

During  a  public  life  of  thirty  consecutive  years,  first,  in  the 
Legislature  of  his  native  State,  and  afterwards  in  Congress, 
the  thoughts  and  energies  of  General  Mercer  were  directed 
to  measures  of  great  utility  to  his  country  and  mankind. 

In  his  view,  the  colonization  and  civilization  of  Africa,  and 
the  entire  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade,  were  of  pre- 
eminent importance. 

He  resigned  his  seat  in  Congress  in  1829,  in  order  to  dis- 
charge certain  pecuniary  obligations ;  and  amid  his  private 
cares  and  duties  for  several  years,  he  continued  to  cherish  an 
unabated  interest  in  whatever  promised  honor  and  advantage 
to  his  country  or  happiness  to  mankind. 

In  the  cause  of  human  welfare,  age  quenched  not  the  en- 
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Bishop  Waugh. 


thusiasm  of  his  youth ;  but  even  after  he  had  passed  the  or- 
dinary limit  of  human  life,  he  visited,  at  his  own  expense,  many 
countries  of  Europe,  to  promote,  by  his  personal  pre.sence  and 
appeals,  that  great  measure  of  humanity,  which,  on  his  motion, 
many  years  before,  had  received  the  sanction  of  the  American 
Congress — that  of  securing  the  denunciation  of  the  slave  trade 
as  piracy,  by  the  universal  voice  and  law  of  the  civilized 
world. 

Arrested  by  a  terrible  malady,  the  progress  of  which  was  not 
essentially  stayed  by  the  healing  springs  of  his  native  State  to 
which  he  hastened,  nor  by  any  human  skill,  the  great  objects 
of  benevolence  and  humanity  to  which  he  had  devoted  himself, 
still  warmed  his  heart ;  and  while  he  saw  with  Christian  forti- 
tude and  resignation  the  sure  and  rapid  approach  of  death,  he 
reminded  this  Society,  by  a  note  penned  during  its  last  general 
meeting,  and  as  he  was  about  to  leave  this  city  forever,  of  the 
duty  of  making  earnest  and  solemn  protest  against  the  revival 
of  the  slave  trade,  by  the  French,  under  the  disguise  of  a 
voluntary  emigration  system  from  the  African  coast. 

Failh  in  Christ,  and  the  prospect  of  a  glorious  immortality,  sus- 
tained him  during  the  severe  sufferings  of  his  last  days  ;  he  ex- 
pired in  peace,  and  his  remains  repose  at  Leesburg,  Virginia, 
near  the  place  of  his  birth,  among  a  few  of  the  surviving 
friends  of  his  youth,  in  a  community  ever  prompt  to  show  con- 
fidence in  his  character,  and  respect  for  his  private  and  public 
worth. 

His  name  and  fame  are  consecrated  by  Patriotism,  Humanity, 
and  Religion,  and  when  America  shall  fully  illustrate  the  senti- 
ments that  animated  his  life,  and  Africa  walk  in  the  light  and 
wear  the  honors  of  civilization,  the  name  of  Charles  Fenton 
Mercer  will  stand  high  enrolled  by  both,  among  their  most 
eminent  benefactors. 

The  Venerable  Bishop  Waugh  was  one  of  the  earliest  and 
truest  friends  of  this  Society,  and  of  all  benevolent  institutions. 
His  long  life  was  devoted  to  promote  the  immortal  welfare  of 
mankind  with  extraordinary  zeal,  constancy,  fidelity,  and 
success. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  mourns  in  him,  the  loss  of 
one  of  its  ablest  ministers  and  purest  bishops. 
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Deatli  of  friends. 

The  Rev.  J.,  J.  Janeway,  D.  D.,  an  aged  divine  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  who  had  for  many  years  made  to  this 
Society  an  annual  donation  of  one  hundred  dollars,  expired  on 
the  27th  of  June,  at  his  residence  in  New  Brunswick,  New 
Jersey.  The  arable  fortune  with  which  he  was  entrusted  by 
Providence' was  cheerfully  dedicated  to  objects  of  philanthropy 
and  religion. 

Charles  McMicken,  Esq.,  of  Ohio,  had  proved  his  re- 
gard for  this  Society  by  generous  donations,  and  by  his  con- 
tribution, at  one  time,  of  $5,000,  was  enrolled  among  its  life 
directors. 

The  names  of  other  distinguished  friends  called  from  this 
life  during  the  year,  should  here  be  recorded  with  profound  sor- 
row and  respect,  especially  those  of  Anson  G.  Phelps,  late 
President  of  the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society  ;  Archi- 
bald MacIntyre,  of  Albany,  New  York  ;  Hon.  B.  F.  But- 
ler, of  the  same  State ;  the  Rev.  John  M.  Peck,  D.  D.,  of 
Illinois,  and  Frederick  Bransford,  of  Richmond,  Virginia, 
to  whose  personal  influence,  and  liberal  pecuniary  benefactions, 
this  Society  is  largely  indebted. 

The  Hon.  A.  0.  Dayton,  a  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee since  January,  1844,  died  in  Philadelphia  on  the  8th  of 
October.  Mr.  Dayton  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  but  for  the 
last  twenty  years  held  the  office  of  Auditor  in  the  Navy  De- 
partment. For  several  years  previous  he  practised  law  in  New 
York  with  eloquence  and  success.  For  fourteen  years  as  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  his  remarkable  prudence 
and  sagacity,  integrity  and  firmness  of  purpose,  won  the  entire 
respect  of  his  associates  on  the  committee,  and  proved  invalu- 
able to  the  Society. 

His  decided  Christian  benevolence  enabled  him  to  find  his 
services  to  this  Institution  their  own  reward,  to  which  his  uni- 
form cheerfulness  bore  testimony;  nor  can  they  ever  cease  to 
awaken  a  grateful  remembrance. 

Nor  among  the  recent  deaths  should  the  name  of  the  Hon. 
Henry  L.  Ellsworth,  son  of  the  eminent  chief  Justice  Ells- 
worth, be  omitted.  When  for  several  years  at  the  head  of 
the  Patent  Office  in  this  city,  he  was  an  efficient  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Society,  and  ever  cherished 
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an  ardent  attachment  to  its  cause.  He  is  reported  to  have  left 
his  large  estate  mostly  to  benevolent  objects,  including  a  be- 
quest of  $1,000  to  this  Society. 

The  President  of  this  Society,  called  to  visit  St.  Peters- 
burgh,  Russia,  in  the  winter  of  1857-'8,  lost  no  opportunity 
in  making  known  the  condition  of  Liberia,  and  the  views  of 
the  Society,  to  the  eminent  men  of  the  government  and  court  of 
that  Empire.  The  result  was  an  interesting  correspondence  be- 
tween Mr.  Latrobe  and  the  Grand  Duke,  which  is  to  be 
found  in  the  African  Repository  for  April,  1858.  The  follow- 
ing note  was  received  by  Mr.  Latrobe,  through  the  American 
Minister,  from  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  : 

Prince  Gortchakoff  to  Mr.  Seymour. — (Translation.) 

"  The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  has  had  the  honor  of 
placing  before  Monseigneur  the  Grand  Admiral,  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Latrobe,  President  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
which  the  Envoy  of  the  United  States  transmitted  on  the  21st 
of  January. 

"  His  Imperial  Highness  has  read  with  great  interest  the  de- 
tails that  are  given  of  the  present  prosperity  of  the  Colony  of 
Liberia  ;  and  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Latrobe, 
will  give  instructions  to  the  ships  of  the  Imperial  Marine  which 
may  find  themselves  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  visit  the  ports  of 
the  Colony. 

"Prince  Gortchakoff,  therefore,  begs  that  Mr.  Seymour, 
in  accordance  with  the  intentions  of  His  Imperial  Highness, 
will  communicate  this  to  Mr.  Latrobe  ;  and  he  avails  him- 
self of  the  opportunity  to  offer  to  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

"  St.  Petersburgh,  January  25,  1858." 

The  departure  of  the  ship  Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  from  Bal- 
timore, on  the  12th  of  November,  1857,  with  one  hundred  and 
sixty-three  emigrants,  one  hundred  and  forty  of  whom  were 
emancipated  slaves,  was  mentioned  in  the  last  report. 

The  Rev.  A.  M.  Cowan,  agent  of  the  Kentucky  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  to  which  his  energies  had  been  successfully  de- 
voted for  several  years,  embarked  at  this  time  in  the  Stevens, 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining,  by  careful  personal  observation, 
the  condition  and  prospects  of  Liberia,  and  making  a  full  re- 
port, on  the  subject,  on  his  return  to  the  United  States. 

Of  the  emigrants,  ninety  were  landed  at  Cape  Mount ;  seven 
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Expeditions  during  the  year. 


at  Monrovia;  ten  at  Bassa ;  eight  at  Cape  Palmas,  while 
forty-eight  proceeded,  without  delay,  to  the  interior  settlement 
of  Careysburg. 

In  a  tabular  statement  in  the  last  report,  were  given  the  States 
from  which  these  emigrants  came,  and  the  names  of  the  bene- 
volent persons  to  whom  so  large  a  proportion  of  them  were  in- 
debted tor  the  right  of  freedom. 

Of  the  two  expeditions  of  this  year,  the  first  left  Baltimore  on 
the  1st  May,  with  one  hundred  and  eight  emigrants,  and  arrived 
at  Cape  Mount  on  the  8th,  and  at  Monrovia  on  the  13th  of  June. 

The  second  sailed  from  the  same  city,  November  1,  with  fifty- 
three  emigrants,  and  from  this  last,  intelligence  has  not  yet  been 
received. 

The  following  tabular  statement  gives  the  States  from  which 
the  emigrants,  by  these  expeditions,  came,  and  the  individuals 
by  whom  many  of  them  were  liberated. 

FOURTH    VOYAGE. 


State. 

Born 
tree. 

Slave. 

By  whom  emancipated. 

...I.. 

Emancipated  by  N.  Detter. 

Ditto          by  Martha  Burwell. 
Ditto          by  Colonel  William  Nelson. 
Ditto          by  Mrs.  Lucy  Peebles. 
Ditto           by  .larms  Bryan. 
Ditto          by  F.  W.  Urey. 

Pennsylvania. 

...1.. 

...1.. 

Do 

...9.. 

Do 

...8.. 

North  Carolina 
Do 



..36.. 
..19.. 

Do 

...8.. 

...7.. 

...4.. 

Total 

..94.. 

..14.. 

FIFTH    VOYAGE. 

Massachusetts 

..20.. 
.. .3.. 



One  of  the  number,  London  Evans,  purchased 
his  freedom  and  that  of  five  other  mem- 
bers of  his  family. 

Emancipated  by  the  will  of  Judith  King,  of 
Hanover  County,  Va. 

Emancipated  by  the  will  of  Brooks  Butler. 
Ditto          ditto            of  J.  W.  Crawford. 
Ditto          ditto            of  James  L.  Bryan. 

Purchased  their  freedom. 

...6.. 

Do 

...3.. 

...4.. 

...1.. 

Do 

...5  . 

NorthCarolina 
Do 

...7.. 

...1.. 

South  Carolina 
Total 

...3.. 

..24.. 

..29.. 
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Emigrants. 


The  number  of  emigrants  sent  to  Liberia  the  last  year,  (one 
hundred  and  sixty-three,)  has  been  unusually  small,  owing  to 
several  causes  incidental  to  the  progress  of  that  Republic, 
which,  as  resting  upon  no  just  foundations,  cannot  be  per- 
manent. These  few  retarding  forces  are  already  losing  their 
power,  while  less  transitory,  and  more  general  and  mighty 
causes  begin  to  be  developed  to  induce  great  numbers  of  our 
free  people  of  color  to  establish  their  homes  in  Liberia. 

Of  the  fifty-three  emigrants  who  sailed  November  1st,  in  the 
Stevens,  twenty  were  from  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  mem- 
bers of  the  Cambridge  Liberia  Emigrant  Association — a  com- 
pany of  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons  intending  to  remove  to 
Liberia — a  small  number  only  (including  the  President  of  the 
Association  and  his  family)  being  ready  to  embark  in  our  last 
expedition.  These  emigrants  are  represented  to  be  worthy, 
and  held  in  esteem  by  the  citizens  of  Cambridge  and  others 
acquainted  with  their  character  ;  they  go  out  with  cheerfulness, 
and  with  the  expectation  that  many  of  the  colored  people  of 
New  England  will  follow  them.  Their  occupation  will  be 
that  of  agriculture  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Paul's;  and  as  the 
movement,  on  their  part,  has  been  entirely  voluntary,  the  greater 
will  be  the  honor  and  the  influence  should  success  attend  them. 

The  last  report  of  the  Massachusetts  Colonization  Society, 
in  allusion  to  the  health  of  northern  emigrants  states,  that 
since  May,  1854,  fifteen  colored  persons  have  emigrated  to 
Liberia  from  that  State  :  "  that,  of  these,  one  died  after  suc- 
cessful acclimation,  of  hydro- thorax,  of  which  symptoms  had 
appeared  before  emigration,  and  one  of  imprudence  in  diet,  es- 
pecially in  the  use  of  fruit  during  acclimation,  and  that  the 
others  are  still  living,  and  appear  to  be  in  no  danger  from  the 
climate."  In  the  case  of  one  of  the  emigrants  afflicted  with 
symptoms  of  pulmonary  disease,  the  climate  of  Liberia  has 
proved  a  decided  benefit. 

Further,  this  report  represents,  that  the  result  to  northern 
emigrants  generally,  has,  for  some  years  past,  been  much  the 
same  ;  that  while  all  experience  more  or  less  of  fever,  soon  after 
their  arrival,  the  deaths  among  them  are  few  ;  that  of  fifty-three, 
who  went  from  Pennsylvania  five  years  ago,  only  two  have 
died  of  fever,  and  one  of  these  a  woman  of  eighty-six  years  of 
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age  ;  that  in  the  mean  time  the  climate  of  New  England  hurries 
many  colored  people  to  premature  graves,  and  that  with  rea- 
sonable prudence,  emigrants  to  Liberia  will  find  themselves,  so 
far  as  climate  is  concerned,  safer  there  than  here.  However 
this  may  be,  that  causes  are  operating  to  diminish  greatly  the 
dangers  of  acclimation  in  Liberia,  is  clearly  ascertained. 

The  subject  of  emigration  to  Liberia  has  been  a  matter  of 
consideration  among  the  intelligent  colored  people  of  Barbadoes 
and  in  Canada,  and  it  is  probable,  that  a  sense  of  the  disad- 
vantages of  their  position,  under  the  authorities  of  the  English 
Government,  may  induce  many  of  them,  hereafter,  to  seek  in 
that  country  a  social  and  political  equality,  which,  if  nominally, 
is  not  substantially  theirs. 

The  agricultural  and  other  resources  of  Liberia,  its  admira- 
ble free  constitution  of  government,  and  the  vast  aborigina 
population  to  which  it  opens  access,  render  it  to  the  civilized 
descendants  of  Africa  in  other  countries,  the  most  promising 
field  for  their  happiness  and  usefulness  in  the  world. 

Those  who  in  the  early  part  of  last  year  magnified  a  scarcity 
in  Liberia  into  a  famine,  and  sadly  announced,  that  the  final  day 
of  that  Republic  was  at  hand,  may  be  comforted  to  learn  that 
such  afflictions  and  forebodings  found  no  place  in  the  minds  of 
the  Liberians  ;  on  the  contrary,  in  their  view,  this  scarcity 
proved  a  rich  blessing. 

It  wrought  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the  people  that  their 
main  reliance  must  be  upon  agricultural  labor  rather  than  upon 
a  precarious  trade  with  the  natives. 

The  industrious  cultivation  of  the  soil  has  abundantly  sup- 
plied their  necessities. 

President  Benson,  in  his  inaugural  address  of  the  4th  of 
January,  alludes  to  the  trials  through  which  he  had  passed,  and 
the  circumstances  which  had  encompassed  him  during  the 
thirty-six  years  of  his  residence  in  Liberia,  and  devoutly  ac- 
knowledges the  goodness  and  wisdom  of  God  in  thus  preparing 
him  to  confide  in  the  Divine  Providence,  without  perturbation 
or  despondency,  in  hours  of  threatening  changes  or  sudden 
eclipses  of  fortune. 

"  I  thank  him  for  every  soul  and  body  trying  incident  through 
which  I  have  had  to  pass  ;  for  thereby  having  become  inured  to 
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the  greatest  difficulties,  and  consequently  endowed  with  forti- 
tude, I  happily  escape  the  imaginary  frightful  hauntings  hy 
■which  some  few  have  seemed  really  or  pretendedly  to  be  an- 
noyed, around  whom  in  every  imaginary  direction,  startling 
spectres  of  national  dissolution  arise  on  every  trivial  occasion." 

"  Fellow-citizens,  so  far  as  Liberia  is  concerned,  I  have  not 
for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  entertained  a  moment's  despair 
of  her  success.  The  word  despair  has  long  since  not  only  be- 
come obsolete  in,  but  actually  erased  out  of  my  political  vo- 
cabulary. The  enterprise  in  which  we  are  engaged  is  manifestly 
of  God.  The  good,  great,  and  wise  men  in  the  United  States 
who  projected  the  great  colonization  scheme,  were  influenced 
thereto  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  His  special  Providence  has 
been  as  unmistakably  manifest  in  Liberia,  during  her  entire 
history,  as  well  as  in  supervising  the  counsels  and  operations 
of  the  Society  in  the  United  States,  as  ever  were  the  pillar  of 
cloud  by  day,  and  of  fire  by  night,  to  direct  Israel's  course  to 
the  land  of  promise." 

"  It  may  appear,  to  some,  fanatical  in  me,  when  I  assert,  that 
I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  in  the  power  of  any  man  or  set  of  men, 
whether  in  Liberia  or  in  foreign  lands,  to  defeat  the  purpose  of 
Jehovah  with  regard  to  our  country  and  our  race." 

Again,  he  observes : 

"  If  the  moral  and  industrial  deliquencies  of  Liberia  from  her 
incipiency  to  the  present,  equalled  one-tenth  of  those  delin- 
quencies delineated  in  the  histories  of  some  of  the  American 
Colonies  for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  number  of  inhabi- 
tants, perhaps  my  misgivings  for  the  ultimate  success  of  the 
enterprise  would  have  overcome  me,  and  I  might  have  yielded 
to  despair ;  but  until  this  is  the  case,  I  think  reason  and  com- 
mon sense  dictate  to  Liberians  to  persevere  and  be  of  good 
cheer,  and  to  regard  all  such  malignant,  shameless  and  imbecile 
predictions  with  deserved  contempt.  Before  the  dismissal  of 
this  subject  will  you  indulge  me  with  the  privilege  of  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  sentiment  to  which  I  had  the  honor  of  giving  expres- 
sion on  the  15th  ult.,  on  the  memorable  occasion  of  inaugurating 
our  First  National  Fair.  It  was  simply  this  :  c  That  when 
Liberia  fails,  when  her  national  existence  terminates,  I  shall 
not  only  wish,  but  shall  expect  the  world  to  terminate  simulta- 
neously ;  for  Liberia  is  all  the  world  to  me,  so  far  as  temporal 
things  are  concerned,  and  when  she  does  fail,  to  me  all  the 
world  will  have  failed,  for  I  have  and  desire  no  other  earthly 
home ;  all  my  interest  in  the  affairs  of  this  world  will  have 
then  come  to  an  end.'  " 
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General  health  has  prevailed,  and  the  settlement  of  Careysburg, 
tKough  slight  cases  of  fever  have  occurred  there,  has  demon- 
strated the  superior  salubrity  of  the  interior  and  upland  districts 
of  the  country. 

Agriculture  is  reported  as  improving,  and  the  markets  well 
supplied  with  the  productions  of  the  soil.  Good  potatoes  can 
hardly  realize  twenty-five  cents  a  bushel  in  the  farming  districts. 

In  allusion  to  discouraging  reports,  President  Benson  wrote 
December  12,  1857 : 

"  Sir:  Our  good  friends  in  the  United  States  must  learn  not 
to  place  one  fiftieth  part  of  the  stress  they  do  upon  letters 
received  from  persons  in  Liberia,  who  were  not  designed  by 
Providence  to  be  of  much  service  to  the  world." 

"  Domestic  provisions,  bread-stuffs  especially,  were  never  so 
plentiful — far,  far  exceeding  the  demand." 

"  All  proper  seeing  and  feeling  men  in  Liberia,  hesitate  not 
to  confess  that  the  republic  was  never  in  a  better  condition  (in 
reality)  than  it  is  now,  notwithstanding  the  scarcity  of  money, 
which,  however,  is  not  restricted  to  Liberia." 

In  his  last  communication  of  October  4th,  of  this  year,  the 
President  says  : 

"  Our  crops  have  been  unusually  good  this  year." 
"  The  Americo-Liberians  have  raised  enough  this  year  to 
feed  more  than  five  times  their  number ;  rice  can  be  bought  for 
cash,  at  ninety  cents  per  bushel  (clean  rice  ;)  potatoes  twenty- 
five  cents  per  bushel,  and  varieties  of  other  vegetables  at  rates 
equally  cheap." 

"There  his  been  encouraging  improvement  in  the  breed  and 
stock  of  poultry  this  year,  and  the  increase  has  been  no  less 
than  four  hundred  per  cent." 

The  large  increase  in  the  culture  of  the  sugar  cane,  cotton, 
coffee  and  tobacco  is  also  noticed,  and  it  is  added : 

"  Our  ensuing  Fair  promises  to  be  an  interesting  occasion. 
There  is  ten  times  more  interest  manifested  this  year  than  the 
last." 

"lam  having  the  census  taken  with  important  statistics, 
agricultural  and  others,  which  I  design  to  have  printed  in  large 
pamphlet  form  in  January,  should  life  last." 
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Of  the  national  fair  of  December,  in  last  year,  the  Massa- 
chusetts report  observes : 

"  Premiums  were  awarded  for  the  best  specimens  of  coffee, 
of  arrow-root,  clean  cotton,  rice,  ginger,  potatoes,  oxtn,  sheep, 
swine,  turkies,  butter,  preserves  of  various  kinds,  cloth  and 
socks  of  African  cotton,  leather  boots,  soap,  candles  from  palm 
oil  ;  ploughs,  hoes  and  other  implements  of  iron  and  steel ; 
farina  from  various  substances ;  prepared  chocolate  ;  planks, 
shingles,  cabinet  work,  and  many  other  products  of  Liberian 
agriculture  and  manufactures.  In  all,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
premiums  were  awarded." 

"  The  result  of  this  fair  shows  the  variety  of  Liberian  re- 
sources to  be  much  greater  than  has  been  generally  supposed, 
even  by  Liberians." 

The  death  of  one  of  the  most  enterprising  agriculturists  in 
Liberia,  J.  M.  Richardson,  was  mentioned  in  the  last  report, 
and  that  a  large  sugar  mill,  which,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the 
New  York  Society,  cost  the  friends  of  the  cause  in  that  city 
over  $6,000,  was  at  the  time  of  his  decease  on  its  way  to  him. 
No  little  delay  has  occurred  in  getting  this  large  mill  in  opera- 
tion, but  William  Spencer  Anderson,  a  nephew  of  Mr. 
Richardson,  who  has  succeeded  to  the  farm  of  his  uncle,  will 
carry  out  his  purposes. 

A  smaller  sugar  mill,  sent  out  in  1856,  has  been  set  in 
operation  on  the  farm  of  the  Messrs.  Cooper,  and  when  Mr. 
Cowan  visited  the  place  in  January,  of  last  year,  they  were 
making  one  hundred  and  thirty  gallons  of  syrup  a  day,  but  had 
made  as  high  as  one  hundred  and  fifty  gallons  in  a  day.  This 
syrup  commands,  in  Monrovia,  fifty  cents  per  gallon  by  the 
barrel,  and  seventy-five  cents  by  the  single  gallon. 

Cotton  will  be  cultivated  to  some  extent  in  Liberia,  and  in 
other  parts  of  Africa,  probably  with  still  greater  success. 
Nearly  three  hundred  cotton  gins  were  shipped  (says  the  New 
York  report)  to  Western  Africa  during  the  last  year,  and 
readily  sold  for  cash. 

On  the  22d  of  March,  returned  in  the  Stevens,  the  Rev. 
Alexander  M.  Cowan,  agent  of  the  Colonization  Society  in 
Kentucky. 

Mr.  Cowan  proceeded  with  despatch  to  publish  a  full  report 
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of  his  observations  in  a  book  entitled  "  Liberia  as  I  found  it," 
a  work  bearing  testimony  to  the  earnestness  and  diligence  of  it3 
venerable  author. 

To  great  credit  is  the  author  entitled,  for  his  persevering  in- 
quiries into  the  condition  of  the  settlements  of  that  Republic, 
and  for  the  collection  of  the  great  body  of  facts  which  give  in- 
terest and  value  to  his  publication. 

Hardly  a  question  will  present  itself  to  the  mind  of  a  colored 
man,  in  regard  to  Liberia,  to  which  Mr.  Cowan  has  not  sup- 
plied an  answer.  Yet,  Mr.  Cowan's  time  was  too  brief,  we 
think,  to  enable  him  to  weigh,  as  accurately  as  could  have  been 
desired,  all  the  considerations  before  him  ;  yet  he  comes  unhesi- 
tatingly to  the  conclusion  that  Liberia  is  the  best  home  for 
emigrants,  and  that  "  take  Liberia  as  a  whole,  for  climate,  soil, 
water,  productions,  and  adaptedness  to  the  black  race,  he  can 
honestly  apply  Isaiah  34,  17,  to  the  blacks  in  our  land,  and  to 
Liberia  :  '  He  hath  cast  the  lot  for  them,  and  his  hand  hath  di- 
vided it  unto  them  by  line  ;  they  shall  possess  it  forever,  from 
generation  to  generation  shall  they  dwell  therein.' " 

No  settlement  has  been  planted  on  the  highlands  of  the  New 
Jersey  district  for  want  of  means  and  emigrants. 

The  object  awoke  long  since  the  attention  of  the  New  Jersey 
Legislature,  and  several  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  by 
that  body  to  aid  its  accomplishment. 

President  Benson  urges  that  it  be  no  longer  postponed,  and 
states  that  the  people  of  Bassa  are  in  high  expectation  of  it. 

Unfortunately,  the  conditions  upon  which  the  Directors 
recommended  that  this  settlement  should  be  founded  are  still 
unfulfilled. 

The  opinion  is  expressed  by  President  Benson  that  a  con- 
tribution of  $1,200  by  the  Society,  towards  opening  a  wagon 
road  to  the  site  selected  for  the  settlement,  would  call  forth  money 
or  labor  from  the  inhabitants  sufficient  to  complete  the  work. 

From  various  considerations,  the  Executive  Committee  have 
been  restrained  from  adopting  measures  to  explore  Yoruba,  though 
the  colonization  of  that  part  of  Africa  is  attracting  much  atten- 
tion. On  this  subject,  President  Benson  expresses  himself  mag- 
nanimously, regarding  expense,  if  the  means  of  the  parties  will 
warrant  it,  as  a  secondary  consideration  when  compared  with 
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the  noble  enterprise,  and  the  inestimable  benefits  that  would 
result  from  permanent  civilization  and  Christianity  in  the  heart 
of  Africa,  He  suggests,  that  by  a  harmonious  union  of  dif- 
ferent missionary  societies,  a  line  of  mission  stations  might  be 
established  from  Liberia  to  meet  a  similar  one,  extending  from 
Yorub  i  towards  Liberia,  and  together  (each  occupying  a  pre- 
scribed district,)  diffuse  over  a  vast  territory  the  benign  and 
life-giving  influences  of  the  gospel.  He  adds:  "As  weak 
and  as  poor  as  this  government  is,  I  feel  sure  it  would 
promptly  co  operate  in  every  possible  way  according  to  its 
ability."  The  writings  and  lectures  of  the  Rev.  T.  J.  Bowen  ; 
the  recent  explorations  of  the  Niger  for  several  hundred 
miles  by  the  English  ;  the  reports  of  many  English  mission- 
aries ;  the  eloquent  letter  of  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Clark,  mis- 
sionary of  ihe  Southern  Baptist  Board  of  Missions,  published 
in  the  African  Repository  for  April,  have  impressed  the  public 
with  the  importance  of  embracing  the  valley  of  the  Niger 
within  the  great  prospective  hopes  and  benevolent  influence 
of  this  Society;  though  we  are  fully  persuaded  that  that  valley 
may,  at  present,  better  be  reached  in  its  upper  part,  from  Li- 
beria or  its  vicinity,  than  by  way  of  its  lower  waters. 

And  here  it  should  be  stated,  that  during  his  six  years  resi- 
dence in  Yoruba,  as  missionary  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Board 
of  Missions,  the  Rev.  T.  J.  Bowen  collected  the  materials  for 
a  grammar  and  dictionary  of  the  Yoruba  language,  which  have 
been  carefully  arranged,  and  rewritten  with  special  care,  and 
the  aid  of  W.  W.  Turner,  Esq.,  and  accepted  by  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  for  publication. 

These  works  are  preceded  by  a  brief  account  of  the  country 
and  its  inhabitants. 

The  notice  of  this  book  in  the  last  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  concludes  in  these  words  : 

"  It  is  believed  that  this  work  will  be  received  by  the 
student  of  ethnology  as  an  interesting  addition  to  this  science, 
ami  that  its  publication  will  not  only  facilitate  ihe  labors  of  the 
missionary,  but  be  productive  of  valuable  comm  rcial  results. 
The  country  in  which  the  language  is  spoken  is  rich  in  natu- 
ral and  artificial  productions,  and  as  the  inhabitants  are  anxious 
to  establish  relations  of  trade  with  other  parts  of  the  world,  it 
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would  seem  to  offer  a  new  and  tempting  field  to  mercantile  en- 
terprize.' ' 

If,  in  the  ordering  of  Providence,  that  event  of  the  year, 
casting  in  its  first  aspect,  a  shade  upon  the  character  and 
hopes  of  Liberia,  should  in  the  end,  add  to  her  reputation,  give 
new  resolution  to  her  friends,  and  brightness  to  her  prospects, 
it  will  but  further  illustrate  that  Divine  Wisdom  which  is  able 
to  defeat  all  evil  counsels,  prove  strength  to  the  upright,  and 
exalt  them  of  low  degree. 

The  details  of  the  mutiny  on  board  the  French  Ship  Regina 
Coeli,  near  the  coast  of  Liberia,  in  April  last,  are  too  well  known 
to  require  recital  here. 

The  declared  purposes  of  the  founders  of  Liberia,  her  uniform 
policy,  constitution,  laws,  and  the  profoundly  expressed  con- 
victions both  of  her  government  and  people,  had,  in  this  case, 
preserved  her  from  suspicion  ;  but  that  men,  guilty  of  crime, 
sought  to  shield  their  offence  under  her  authority,  and  others, 
with  as  little  reason  and  justice,  stood  anxious  to  find  cause  for 
her  reproach  and  condemnation.  Her  full  and  complete  vindi- 
cation is  before  the  public  in  communications  from  her  govern- 
ment, in  the  monthly  Journal  of  the  Society,  and  especially,  in 
the  able  letter  of  its  President  to  a  Senator  from  South 
Carolina. 

Those  acquainted  with  the  history  of  this  Society  know  the 
relations  existing  between  it  and  the  Government,  arising  out 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March,  1819,  for 
the  restoration  of  recaptured  Africans  to  their  native  land. 

On  the  21st  of  August  last,  the  slaver  Echo,  formerly  the 
Putnam,  of  New  Orleans,  having  more  than  three  hundred  Afri- 
cans on  board,  was  captured  by  Lieut.  J.  N.  Maffit,  of  the  United 
States  Brig  Dolphin,  and  on  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  de- 
livered into  the  custody  of  the  United  States  Marshal  at 
Charleston.  The  President  being  convinced,  to  borrow  his 
own  words,  "  that  there  was  no  portion  of  the  coast  of  Africa 
to  which  they  could  be  removed  with  any  regard  to  humanity, 
except  to  Liberia,"  on  the  2d  of  September,  contracted  with 
this  Society,  that  it  should,  on  the  landing  of  these  Africans  in 
Liberia,  take  charge  of  them  for  twelve  months,  supplying 
them  not  only  with  shelter,  food  and  clothing,  but  with  medical 
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attendance  and  with  such  instruction,  both  for  children  and 
adults,  as  should  be  found  suited  to  their  condition,  and  to  pre- 
pare them  for  the  duties  of  civilized  life.  The  President  and 
other  authorities  of  the  Government  being  intent  upon  carrying 
out,  with  all  possible  humanity,  the  provisions  of  the  law,  the 
noble  steam  frigate  Niagara,  Captain  Chauncey,  was  selected 
for  this  voyage  of  philanthropy,  yet  we  are  compelled  to  record 
the  appalling  fact  that  thirty-two  of  these  Africans  died  be- 
fore leaving  Charleston,  and  seventy-one  on  the  passage  to 
Liberia. 

Dr.  Rainey  was  appointed,  by  the  President,  agent  for  recap- 
tured Africans,  to  accompany  these  people  and  deliver  them  to 
the  agent  of  the  Society  in  Monrovia. 

Nothing  was  neglected,  on  the  part  of  the  Society,  in  making 
ample  provision  for  the  support  and  comfort  of  these  Africans, 
after  they  should  be  placed  under  their  care,  in  Liberia.  By 
reference  to  the  contract  with  the  United  States  Government,* 
it  will  be  seen,  that  the  Society  had  no  responsibility  in  regard 
to  these  Africans  during  their  passage.  But,  as  on  their  arrival 
at  Monrovia  they  were  to  come  under  its  protection,  ample  sup- 
plies of  clothing  and  provisions  were  sent  out  in  the  Niagara 
to  be  used  by  the  Society's  agent  in  Africa,  for  their  benefit. 
Immediately  on  their  arrival,  they  were  placed  in  the  Recepta- 
cle of  Monrovia  under  the  care  of  a  physician,  as  many  of  them 
were  in  a  weak  and  diseased  condition,  produced  by  the  terri- 
ble sufferings  and  exposures  through  which  they  had  passed. 

Some  of  the  youth  will  probably  be  educated  in  the  mission- 
ary schools  of  Liberia ;  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Missions 
having  cheerfully  agreed  to  adopt  eight,  and  afford  them  the 
advantages  of  education.! 

*See  Appendix  A. 
f  Extract  from  the  President's  Message  ok,  this  subject. 

On  the  21st  of  August  last,  Lieutenant  "J.  N.  Maffit,  of  the  United  States 
brig  Dolphin,  captured  the  slaver  Echo,  (formerly  the  Putnam,  of  New  Or- 
leans,) near  Kay  Verde,  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  with  more  than  three  hundred 
African  negroes  on  board.-  The  prize,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Brad- 
ford, of  the  United  States  Navy,  arrived  at  Charleston,  on  the  27th  August, 
when  the  negroes,  three  hundred  and  six  in  number,  were  delivered  into  the 
custody  of  the  United  States  marshal  for  the  district  of  South  Carolina.  They 
were  first  placed  in  Castle  Pinckney,  and  afterwards  in  Fort  Sumter,  for  safe- 
keeping, and  were  detained  there  until  the  19th  September,  when  the  survivors, 
two  hundred  and  seventy-one  in  number,  were  delivered  on  board  the  United 
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The  Rev.  John  Seys  embarked  in  the  Mary  Caroline 
Stevens,  November  1st,  commissioned  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  agent  for  recaptured  Africans,  to  reside  upon 
the  coast.  This  office  had  been  held  by  Mr.  Seys  in  former 
years,  and  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  native  African  char- 
acter, his  practical  good  sense,  his  humanity  and  benevolence, 
well  qualify  him  to  become  the  teacher,  guide  and  benefactor  of 
these  unfortunate  people. 

Since  that  time,  some  excitement  has  been  produced  by  a 
report  of  the  unlawful  importation  of  Africans  into  Georgia. 
The  President,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  has  informed 
Congress  that  Africans  have  been  so  landed  ;  but  that  the  pub- 
lication of  the  whole  correspondence  on  the  subject,  at  present, 
would  be  imprudent.  If  these  Africans,  or  any  of  them,  ever 
come  into  the  possession  of  the  Government,  so  that  our  aid  is 
needed  in  providing  for  their  welfare,  that  aid  will,  of  course, 
be  promptly  rendered. 

States  steamer  Niagara,  to  be  transported  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  under  the 
charge  of  the  agent  of  the  United  State*,  pursuant  to  the  previsions  of  the 
act  of  the  3d  March,  181!),  "in  addition  to  the  acts  prohibiting  the  .skive 
trade."  Under  the  second  section  of  this  act  the  President  is  '•  authorized  to 
make  such  regulations  and  arrangements  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  for  the 
safe-keeping,  support,  ami  the  removal  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
of  all  such  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color,"  captured  by  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  as  may  be  delivered  to  the  marshal  of  the  district  into  which, 
they  are  brought;  "and  to  appoint  a  proper  person  or  persons  residing  upon 
the  coast  of  Africa,  as  agent  or  agents  for  receiving  the  negroes,  mulattoes,  or 
persons  of  color,  delivered  from  on  board  vessels  seized  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  slave  trade  by  commanders  of  the  United  States  armed  vessels." 

A  doubt  immediately  arose  as  to  the  true  construction  of  this  act.  It  i? 
quite  clear  from  its  terms  that  the  President  was  authorized  to  provide  "  for 
the  safe-keeping,  support,  and  removal"  of  these  negroes  up  till  the  time  of 
their  delivery  to  the  agent  on  the  coast  of  Africa  ;  but  ho  express  provision 
was  mad-  for  their  protection  and  support  after  they  had  reached  the  place  of 
their  destination.  Still,  an  agent  was  to  be  appointed  to  receive  them  in  Af- 
rica ;  and  it  could  not  have  been  supposed  that  Congress  "intended  he  should 
desert  tli em  at  the  moment  they  were  received,  and  turn  them  loose  on  that 
inhospitable  coast  to  perish  for  want  of  food,  or  to  become  again  the  victims 
of  the  slave  trade.  Had  this  been  the  intention  of  Congress,  the  employment 
of  an  a»ent  to  receive  them,  who  is  required  to  reside  on  the  coast,  \ 
necessary,  and  they  might  have  been  landed  by  our  vessels  any  wh<  re  in  A  frica, 
and  left  exposed  to  the  sufferings  and  the  fate  which  would  certainly  await 
them. 

Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  special  message  of  17th  December,  lb' 19,  at  the  first 
session  after  the  act  was  passed,  announced  to  Congress  what,  in  his  opinion, 
was  its  true  construction.  He  believed  it  to  be  his  duty  under  it  to  f  How  i In  se 
unfortunates  into  Africa,  and  make  provision  for  them  there,  until  they  should 
be  able  to  provide  for  themselves.  In  communicating  this  interpretation  of  the 
act  of  Congress,  he  stated  that  some  doubt  had  been  entertained  as  to  its  true 
intent  and  meaning,  and  he  submitted  the  question  to  them,  so  that  they  might, 
"  should  it  be  deemed  udvisable,  amend  the  same  before  further  pre.. 
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Endeavors  have  been  made  since  the  last  general  meeting  to 
revive,  in  Congress,  the  bill  Tor  the  exploration  of  ihe  Niger, 
which  two  years  ago  passed  the  Senate;  and  the  cause  of  African 
exploration,  generally,  has  been  distinctly  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Government.  How  far  present  circumstances,  or  recent 
events  may  invite  a  more  systematic  movement  in  that  direc- 
tion, may  be  worthy  of  consideration  by  this  Society.  Proba- 
bly the  appointment  of  a  general  Consular  or  Commercial  Agent 

are  had  under  it."  Nothing  was  done  by  Congress  to  explain  the  act,  and  Mr. 
Monroe  proceeded  to  carry  it  into  execution  according  to  his  own  interpreta- 
tion. This,  then,  became  the  praciical  construction.  When  the  Africans  from 
on  board  the  Echo  were  delivered  to  the  marshal  at  Charleston,  it  became  my 
duty  to  consider  what  disposition  oujjht  to  be  made  of  them  under  the  taw. 
For  many  reasons,  it  was  expedient  to  remove  (hem  from  that  locality  as 
speedily  as  possible  Although  the  conduct  of  the  authorities  and  citizens  of 
Charleston,  in  giving  countenance  to  the  execution  of  law,  was  just  wh-it 
might  led  from  their  high  character,  yet  a  prolonged  continu- 

ance of  three  hundred  Africans  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  that  city,  could 
led  to  become  a  source  of  inconvenience  and  anxiety  to  its  inhabi- 
tants. Where  to  ssnd  them,  was  the  question.  There  was  no  portion  of  the 
coast  of  Africa  to  which  they  could  be  removed,  with  any  regard  to  humanity, 
except  to  Liberia. 

Under  these  circumstances,  an  agreement  was  entered  into  with  the  Coloni- 
zation Society,  on  the  7th  of  September  last,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
transmitted,  under  which  the  society  engaged,  for  the  consideration  of  $45,000, 
to  receive  these  Africans  in  Liberia  from  the  agent  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
furnish  them,  during  the  period  of  one  year  thereafter,  with  comfortable  shel- 
ter, clothing,  provisions,  and  medical  attendance,  causing  the  children  to  re- 
ceive schooling  ;  and  all,  whether  children  or  adults,  to  he  instructed  in  the  arts 
of  civilized  lite  suitable  to  their  condition.  This  aggregate  of  §45,000  was 
upon  an  allowance  of  §150  for  each  individual  ;  and  as  there  has  been 
considerable  mortality  among  them,  and  may  be  more  before  they  reach 
Africa,  the  society  have  agreed,  in  an  equitable  spirit,  to  make  such  a  deduc- 
tion from  the  amount  as,  under  the  circumstances,  may  appear  just  and 
reasonable.  This  cannot  be  fixed  until  we  shall  ascertain  the  actual  number 
winch  may  become  a  charge  to  the  society. 

It  was  also  distinctly  agreed  that  under  no  circumstances  shall  this  Govern- 
ment be  called  upon  for  any  additional  expenses. 

The  agents  of  the  society  manifested  a  laudable  desire  to  conform  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Government,  throughout  the  transaction.  I'hey  assured  me 
ifter  a  careful  calculation,  they  would  be  required  to  expend  the  sum  of 
-.Jot)  on  each  individual  in  complying  with  the  agreemei  t,  and  they  would  have 
nothing  left  to  remunerate  them  for  their  care,  trouble  and  responsibility.  Ai  all 
take  no  better  arrangement,  and  there  was  no  other  alternative. 
During  the  period  when  the  Government  itself,  through  its  own  agents,  under- 
took the  task  of  providing  for  recaptured  negroes,  in  Africa,  the  cost  per  head 
ry  much  greater. 

There  having  been  no  outstanding  appropriation  applicable  to  this  purpose, 

Id   not  advance    anv  money  on  the  agreement.     1  therefore   recommend 

that  an  appropriation  may  be  made,  of  the  amount  necessary  to  carry  it  into 

Other  captures  of  a  similar  character  may,  and  probably  will,  be  made  by 

our  naval  forces;  and  I  earnestly  recommend,  thai  Congress   may  amend  the 

second  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1819,  so  as  to  free  its  construction  from 

tibiguity  which  has  so  long  existed,  and  render  the  duty  of  the  President 

plain  in  executing  its  provisions. 
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to  reside  in  Africa,  and  authorized  to  accompany  our  squadron 
to  the  various  points  on  the  coast,  to  negotiate  treaties  of  amity 
and  commerce  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  with  the 
native  chiefs,  to  conciliate  their  regard,  and  by  observation  and 
inquiry  to  prepare  the  way,  the  means,  and  the  agencies  oP 
civilization,  would  accomplish  a  great  good. 

We  stand  before  the  world  as  a  christian  nation.  By  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  since  the  origin  of  their  government,  the 
African  slave  trade  has  been  held  as  a  crime — an  abomination. 
They  pledged  themselves  with  the  great  Powers,  at  the  treaty 
of  Ghent,  for  its  suppression.  By  repeated  Acts  of  Congress, 
by  correspondence  and  treaties  with  foreign  nations  since  that 
time,  they  have  sought  to  fulfil  that  pledge.  By  the  liberal 
construction  given  by  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Act  of  3d  of  March, 
1819,  and  the  first  attempt  in  accordance  therewith  to  restore  re- 
captured Africans  to  their  own  country,  was  this  Society  enabled 
to  lay  the  foundations  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia.  Not  by  silver — 
not  by  gold — is  to  be  estimated  the  value  of  this  great  achieve- 
ment. Liberia  has  already  proved  a  mighty  agency  against  the 
slave  trade,  rescued  from  its  horrors  (except  as  slightly  disturbed 
by  French  interference)  more  than  five  hundred  miles  of  the 
African  coast,  and  at  a  small  cost,  effected  more  for  its  sup- 
pression than  millions  expended  in  other  ways,  for  that  end, 
could  have  done.  If,  then,  humanity — still  more,  if  a  sense  of 
christian  duty,  be  not  a  stranger  to  the  hearts  of  the  people  of 
these  United  States;  if  from  far  off  fields  of  conflict  and  blood, 
from  surprized  and  flaming  villages,  from  torrid  and  trackless 
deserts,  from  the  ocean,  bearing  onward  reluctantly  the  cruel  ship 
freighted  with  curses,  and  tiembling  with  agony — the  cries  of 
the  despairing  and  perishing  come  not  unheeded  to  their  ears ; 
if  the  memory  of  the  Divine  mercies  towards  themselves,  and  the 
words  of  that  mighty  and  constant  Benefactor,  whose  compas- 
sions abound  over  the  whole  world,  be  not  forgotten,  they  must 
rejoice  in  the  present  moral  effects,  and  higher  promised  benefits 
of  Liberia.  They  will  naturally  inquire  whether  measures  to 
sustain  the  influence  of  that  Republic,  and  to  enlarge  the  sys- 
tem of  colonization  in  Africa,  may  not  properly  be  commended  to 
the  thoughts  of  the  States,  and  of  the  Federal  Government ; 
whether,  for  the  promotion  of  human  welfare,  money  could  be 
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imre  wiselj  expended  than  in  the  exploration  of  her  rivers  and 
territoiies,  the  encouragement  of  her  industry  and  legitimate 
trade,  and  the  development  of  her  vast  resources,  all  thus 
rendered  subservient  to  her  cilvilization.  Shall  we  hesitate  to 
adopt  the  best  means  for  so  great  an  end  ? 

Under  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  at  their 
annual  meeting  in  1856,  the  Executive  Committee  in  Novem- 
ber, of  that  year,  expressed  by  resolution  to  President  Benson  : 
"  That  it  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  this  Committee,  should 
he  think  proper  to  invite  the  consideration  of  the  Liberian 
Legislature  to  the  subject  of  the  care  and  support  of  emigrants, 
and  to  the  measures  which,  in  their  view,  might  be  most 
economically  and  judiciously  adopted  for  their  benefit."  In 
his  last  message,  President  Benson  presents  fully  his  own 
views  of  the  matter,  and  expresses  his  hope  that  the  United 
States  Government  will  cune  to  the  aid  of  this  Society,  and 
make  arrangements  by  which  the  Liberian  Government  might 
agree  to  support  all  emigrants  from  the  United  States,  includ- 
ing recaptured  Africans,  for  a  reasonable  annual  compensation — 
the  emigrants  not  exceeding  a  definite  number  annually.  The 
Legislature  responded  to  the  views  of  the  President  in  his 
message,  and  expressed  their  concurrence  in  a  preamble  and 
resolutions.  To  these  documents  of  the  Liberian  Government, 
the  Committee  briefly  replied,  stating  why  in  their  judgment, 
obstacles  great,  if  not  insurmountable,  stood  in  the  way  of 
the  course  suggested  in  the  document,  and  that  they  con- 
sidered it  inexpedient  to  recommend,  in  view  of  difficulties  and 
objections,  further  action  on  the  subject.  It  is  for  the  Society 
to  decide  whether  any  events  have  since  occurred,  which  may 
suggest  the  propriety  of  a  reconsideration  of  the  subject. 

Adventurous  travellers  are  still  penetrating  the  hitherto  un- 
known regions  of  Africa,  ascertaining  new  paths  for  commerce 
and  civilization.  Liberally  rewarded  and  encouraged  by  the 
British  Government,  Dr.  Livingston  has  returned  with  unabated 
zeal  to  engage  in  new  explorations,  has  ascended  the  river 
Zambesi,  and  made  known  a  region  well  adapted  to  the  growth 
of  cotton.  Captain  Burton  and  Mr.  Speik  report  the  dis- 
covery of  several  strange  tribes,  never  before  visited  by  Euro- 
peans, in  the  vicinity  of  a  great  lake,  south  of  Abyssinia.     The 
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purpose  of  the   English  to  explore  the  Niger,  continues  in  urn- 
abated  strength. 

Animating  intelligence  has  been  received  from  the  multiply- 
ing missionary  stations  of  Liberia,  and  (iom  many  other  parts 
of  Northern  and  Southern  Africa.  Native  Africans  have  been 
educated  for  the  christian  ministry,  and  many  thousand  native 
<])  Idren  are  receiving  instruction  In  mission  schools,  and  made 
familiar  with  the  primary  lessons  of  Christianity.  The  imm 
seed  of  Divine  Truth  has  been  planted  in  many  hearts  opened 
to  receive  it,  and  the  fruits  of  righteousness  begin  to  adorn  the 
lives  cf  those  but  recently  reclaimed  from  the  cruel  supersti- 
tions of  a  barbarous  life.  The  student  may  find  in  some  of  the 
schools  of  Liberia  the  means  of  acquiring  a  respectable  classi- 
cal education.  In  Sierra  Leone,  young  men  are  qualified  for 
the  ministry  by  instruction  in  Greek,  Hebrew  and  Arabic. 

In  stating  the  results  of  missionary  efforts  in  Western  Africa 
during  the  last  twenty-five  years,  the  Princeton  Review  states 
recently  : 

"  What,  then,  has  been  effected  in  that  time?  More  than 
one  hundred  Christian  churches  have  been  organized  in  that 
country.,  and  upwards  of  fifteen  thousand  hopeful  converts  have 
been  gathered  into  those  churches.  Nearly  two  hundred  schools 
are  in  full  operation,  in  connexion  with  these  various  missions, 
and  not  less  than  sixteen  thousand  native  youths  are  receiving 
a  Christian  training  in  those  schools  at  the  present  moment. 
More  than  twenty  different  dialects  have  been  studied  out  and 
reduced  to  writing,  into  many  of  which  large  portions  of  the 
sacred  Scriptures,  as  well  as  other  religious  books,  have  been 
translated  among  the  people  ;  and  we  are  no  doubt  in  the 
bounds  of  truth  and  probability,  when  it  is  assumed  that  some 
knowledge  of  the  Christian  salvation  lias  been  brought,  by  di- 
rect means,  within  the  reach  of  at  least  five  millions  of  immor- 
tal beings,  who  had  never  before  heard  of  the  blessed  name  of 
the  Saviour." 

The  College  of  Liberia  will,  it  is  expected,  be  soon  opened 
for  the  admission  of  students. 

The  New  York  State  Society,  in  its  last  report,  records  the 
gratifying  facts  that  "the  income  of  the  Bloomfield  and  Bever- 
edge  Education  Funds,  has  enabled  the  managers  of  that  Society 
to  extend  aid  to  fifteen  young  men  in  the  schools  of  Liberia,  at 
Monrovia  and  Mt.  Vaughan."     And,  also,  that  in  order  to  co- 
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operate  and  aid  in  this  effort  to  furnish  a  liberal  education  to  the 
young  men  of  Liberia,  "  one  of  the  generous  sons  of  this  State  has 
set  apart  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  given  it  in  trust  to  the 
New  York  State  Colonization  Society,  to  be  permanently  in- 
vested, and  its  annual  income  used  to  support  a  Professor  in 
the  College,  and  offer  premiums  for  excellence  in  scholarship. 
This  gift  was  made  by  Mr.  Joseph  Fulton,  of  Vienna,  New 
York,  whose  munificent  act  will  eniitle  him  to  perpetual  and 
grateful  remembrance  by  all  engaged  in  the  colonization  en- 
terprise. Many  of  the  children  of  Africa  will  learn  to  venerate 
him  as  their  benefactor  and  friend."  This  report  justly  con- 
cludes, that  the  gift  to  the  American  Colonization  Society  of 
two  thousand  dollars  by  Henry  Sheldon,  Esq.;  the  early  but 
defeated  purpose  of  the  Young  Men's  Liberia  Education  So- 
ciety to  found  a  College  in  Liberia  ;  and  the  recent  legacies  of 
Mr.  John  Bloomfield,  of  Rome;  of  Augustus  Graham,  Esq., 
of  Brooklyn  ;  and  of  the  late  President  of  the  New  York  :^ociety, 
Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esq.,  of  New  York  City;  as  well  as  the 
liberal  gift  of  John  Beveredge,  Esq.,  of  Newburgh,  and  the 
noble  donation  of  Joseph  Fulton,  Esq.,  attest  the  deep  symp- 
athy felt  in  New  York  for  the  highest  welfare  of  the  African  race. 
In  the  early  part  of  this  year,  that  enterpiizing  and  devoted 
missionary,  the  Rev.  Geo.  L.  Seymour,  who  has  established  a 
mission  station  in  th^  Bassa  country,  nearly  one  hundred  miles 
interior  from  Bassa,  was  invited  by  President  Benson,  to  visit 
Monrovia,  to  obtain  the  means  and  fix  upon  the  plan  of  ex- 
ploring the  country  towards  the  Niger.  The  President  gave 
to  the  object  all  the  aid  in  his  power,  and  invited  his  fellow- 
citizens  to  co-operate  with  the  Government.  Several  hundred 
dollars  were  raised,  and  Mr.  Seymour  was  advised,  on  his 
first  attempt,  to  proceed  no  further  than  the  capital  of  the  Man- 
dingo  country.  This  is  described  as  a  large  town,  and  no 
doubt  was  entertained  that  information  could  their  be  obtained 
of  the  country  beyond,  which  would  prepare  for  the  second 
tour,  with  a  view  of  arriving  at  a  branch  of  the  Niger.  "  Mr. 
Seymour,"  says  President  Benson,  "  is  the  man  to  do  it  if  it 
can  be  done."  On  the  1st  of  April,  of  this  year,  Mr.  Seymour 
wrote  from  a  little  distance  beyond  his  station,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  adjusting  certain  difficulties  between  the  neighbor- 
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ing  tribes  by  which  the  path  was  obstructed.  He  announced, 
on  the  13th  of  April,  that  these  difficulties  were  settled.  "I 
have,"  he  observes,  "  as  companions,  Mr.  William  Tay- 
lor, of  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Lewis  Ash,  of  Indiana.  They 
are  both  men  of  enterprise  for  this  work,  and  they  begin 
to  see  that  something  can  be  done  by  way  of  developing  the 
resources  of  the  country  ;  and  they  will  doubtless  go  to  the 
United  States  with  a  concise  report  of  their  journey,  and  their 
professed  intention  is  to  awaken  the  interest  of  their  brethren 
for  the  interior  of  Liberia,  and  if  possible  begin  a  settlement 
beyond  its  present  limits — a  most  worthy  object  indeed." 

President  Benson  wrote  in  September,  that  Mr.  Seymour 
had  been  met  by  a  Mandingo  man,  six  weeks  before,  within 
three  days  travel  of  the  capital  of  the  Mandingo  country.  We 
may  now  be  looking  for  intelligence  of  his  return  to  the  coast. 

On  the  8th  of  April  last,  the  monument  sent  from  this  country 
was  erected  with  appropriate  ceremonies  over  the  grave  of 
the  lamented  and  distinguished  Governor  Buchanan.  An  ad- 
dress was  delivered  by  Dr.  James  F.  Smith.  Brief  speeches 
were  made  by  other  citizens,  and  all  the  hearers  manifested  the 
profound  regard  cherished  by  them  towards  the  character  and 
fame  of  this  eminent  benefactor  of  Africa. 

Two  young  medical  students  from  Liberia  are  now  complet- 
ing their  course  of  study  at  the  xVIedical  College  of  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  while  three  colored  students  of  theology,  at  the 
Ashraun  Institute,  Oxford,  Pennsylvania,  are  expecting  to  sail  for 
Liberia,  in  May  next,  to  enter  upon  their  missionary  labors  amid 
those  sitting  in  darkness,  yet  ready  to  welcome  the  Messengers 
of  Christ,  and  hear  of  the  light  and  deliverance  of  the  Gospel. 

The  Ashmuu  Institute,  honorable  in  its  name,  and  founded 
in  desires  of  good  to  the  African  race,  especially  designed  to 
educate  young  colored  men  of  piety  that  they  may  become  the 
teachers  of  their  brethren  in  Africa,  not  less  than  in  the  United 
States,  begins  to  share  in  the  contributions  of  generous 
Christians,  and  to  extend  its  advantages  to  those  who  aspire 
to  the  honors  of  a  missionary  life  in  the  land  of  their  fathers. 

Some  years  ago,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  pre- 
sented to  Liberia  the  beautiful  armed  schooner  "  Lark,"  and 
recently  agreed  to  have  this  vessel  repaired  at  its  expense.     The 
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Lark  has  been  condemned,  but  a  better  vessel,  the  "  Quail," 
substituted  in  her  place,  which,  after  thorough  repair,  at 
Plymouth,  is  to  be  sent  as  Her  Majesty's  gift  to  the  Liberian 
Government.  This  gift  is  bestowed,  at  the  special  instance  of 
our  countryman,  Gerard  Ralston,  Esq.,  whose  generous 
efforts  for  Liberia,  as  Consul-General  of  that  Republic  resident 
in  London,  cannot  be  too  highly  commended. 

The  agencies  of  this  Society  during  the  year  have  been  few, 
nor  have  the  Committee  been  able  to  increase  their  number 
with  much  assurance  of  advantage. 

The  Rev  E.  G.  Nicholson  of  the  Methodist  Church,  has  been 
very  earnestly  engaged,  in  Ohio,  and  visited  and  addressed  many 
communities  with  decided  benefit  to  the  cause.  "The  aspects 
and  prospects  of  things,"  he  observes,  "  were  exceedingly  un- 
promising at  the  beginning.  The  cause  was  in  the  dust :  its 
friends  were  despondent.  A  financial  panic  was  upon  all  our 
communities,  and  we  had  every  thing  to  learn  and  every  thing 
to  do  ;  but  we  h;ive  gone  forward — the  seed  has  been  sown  in 
every  section  of  the  State,  and  what  we  have  gathered  but 
foreshadows  the  abundant  harvest  to  be  garnered  in  the  future." 
The  Rev.  B.  0.  Plimpton  and  John  C.  Stockton,  Esq., 
have  labored  in  the  northern  counties  of  Ohio  with  great  earnest- 
ness and  fidelity,  and  a  good  degree  of  success,  considering 
the  opposition  prevailing  among  some,  and  the  indifference  of 
more  to  the  cause. 

The  Rev.  J.  N.  Danforth  has  continued  both  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  in  Delaware,  to  deliver  able  and  im- 
pressive discourses  for  the  cause  in  many  churches. 

For  a  short  time  the  Rev.  John  Seys  was  occupied  in  the 
service  of  the  Society  in  Pennsylvania,  and  subsequently  in  In- 
diana and  Illinois,  until  appointed  to  his  important  duties  on  the 
coast  of  Africa. 

Captain  George  Barker,  who  has  labored  for  the  cause 
more  than  eighteen  years,  has  been  employed  in  obtaining  sub- 
scriptions to  the  African  Repository  in  New  England,  and  con- 
tributions to  the  cause  in  New  Hampshire. 

It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  some  method  should  be  devised 
by  the  several  State  Societies  which  would  enable  them  more 
effectually  to  aid  the  pecuniary  resources,  and  invigorate  the 
operations  of  this  Society.      They  occupy  the  States  where 
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wealth  abounds,  and  where  benevolent  institutions,  generally, 
are  well  sustained.  Applications  by  this  Society  to  the  citizens 
of  these  States  must  be  made  through  the  State  Societies,  and 
through  them,  the  public  naturally  suppose  donations  to  the 
parent  institution  will  be  made.  It  will  be  for  the  officers  of 
those  Societies  to  consider  whether  anything,  and  if  so,  what 
can  be  done  to  increase  the  amount  of  their  contributions  to 
this  Society. 

The  receipts  of  the  Society  during  the  last  year 

were, -  $61,820  19 

The  expenditures,  -  61,196  57 
Leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury,  January  1st, 

1859,  of 623  62 

From  the  McDonogh  legacy  has  been  received,  4,331  22 

From  other  legacies,        -----  1,127  62 

The  opposition  to  this  Society  and  to  Liberia,  comes  too  late 
to  effect  the  ends  of  its  authors.  Pamphlets,  volumes  may  be 
written  to  discredit  African  colonization ;  ingenious  argu- 
ment and  vehement  eloquence  may  be  employed  against  it,  but 
all  be  as  ineffectual  as  the  attempt  to  prove  that  a  thing  cannot 
be  done,  which  is  done  already,  or,  that  the  sun  exists  not 
while  shining  before  our  eyes.  Let,  then,  the  friends  of  this 
Society  renew  their  strength.  Some  will  ever  lag  behind, 
blinded  by  the  dust  from  the  wheels  of  a  high  enterprise;  be  it 
ours,  standing  foremost,  to  catch  the  inspiring  breeze,  and  with 
eyes,  undimmed,  survey  the  rising  and  expanding  glories  of  the 
prospect.  Liberia,  a  Christian  Independent  Republic,  is  founded. 
The  cherished  memories  of  the  dead,  the  prayers  of  the  living, 
the  hopes  of  the  children  of  Africa,  cluster  around  her.  She 
stands  no  uncertain  experiment,  but  a  complete  and  permanent 
commonwealth.  Her  leaf  shall  be  ever  green,  like  her  perennial 
forests — her  life  be  transmitted  through  ever  multiplying  genera- 
tions. When  all  now  living  shall  sleep  in  the  dust,  she  shall  rise 
higher  and  shine  brighter,  the  darkly  thronging  nations  of  Africa 
shall  lay  their  gifts  and  honors  at  her  feet,  w^alk  in  her  light, 
and  become  partakers  of  her  joy.  Trusting  in  Him  "whose 
is  the  strength  of  the  hills,"  she  shall  abide  in  safety  forever. 
The  upright,  faithful,  obedient  nation  shall  endure  as  the  sun 
before  Him. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  forty-second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  waa 
held  in  Washington  City,  January  18th,  1859,  in  the  hall  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  at  7  o'clock  P.  M.  The  Hon.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  President  of  the 
Society,  took  the  Chair.  At  the  request  of  the  President,  the  Rev.  John  Orcutt, 
Travelling  Secretary  of  the  Society,  invoked  the  Divine  blessing  upon  the 
Society  and  the  occasion. 

Extracts  from  the  Annual  Report  were  read  by  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley, 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Society. 

The  President  then  addressed  the  meeting,  with  great  ability  and  eloquence, 
the  audience  giving  repeated  expressions  of  applause. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Underwood,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
be  given  to  their  President  for  his  excellent  address,  and  that  he  be  requested  to 
furnish  a  copy  for  publication. 

The  benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cleveland,  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  at  their 
office. 


Colonization  Office, 

January  19th,  12  o'clock,  M. 

The  Society  met,  and  the  President  took  the  Chair.  The  minutes  of  the 
meeting  yesterday  were  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  D.  S.  Gregory,  the  Annual  Report  was  accepted  and 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  for  such  revision  and  amendments  as  they 
might  think  proper  to  make. 

The  Rev.  P.  Slaughter,  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  and  Wit  Coppinger,  Esq., 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  nominate  the  officers  of  the  Society  for  the 
present  year. 

The  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey  moved  that  the  agreement  between  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  and  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  in  the  case  of  the  Africans  on  board  of  the  slaver  Echo, 
having  been  presented  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  said  Society,  and  having 
been  considered,  it  is  approved. 

The  Hon.  D.  S.  Gregory  gave  notice  that  he  intended  to  ask  one  or  more 
of  the  State  Societies  to  propose  an  alteration  of  the  Constitution  in  two  par- 
ticulars— 

First,  As  to  the  day  of  the  annua!  meeting; 

Second,  As  to  the  amount  of  contributions  required  to  constitute  the  right  to 
be  represented  by  a  delegate  at  the  annual  meeting. 

The  Committee  to  nominate  officers  reported  the  following  names  of  individ- 
uals, who  were  unanimously  elected: — (see  list,  page  3,) — after  which  the 
Society  adjourned  to  meet  the  third  Tuesday  of  January,  1860. 


EXTRACTS 


PROM    THE 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


Washington  City,  January  18,  18.r>9. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colonisation  Society  met  on  Tues- 
day, January  IS,  1859,  at  V2  o'clock  at  iioon,  in  the  Lecture  Room  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  in  the  City  of  Washington. 

The  Hon.  .1.  II.  1!.  Latrobe,  President  of  the  Society,  took  the  Chair,  and 
at  his  request,  the  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  E.  L.  Cleve- 
land, D.  D. 

Wilfiam  Coppinger,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Secretary,  and  Henry  Stoddard,  Esq., 
assistant  Secretary. 

William  Coppinger,  Esq.,  and  S.  A.  SchiefieliH,  Esq.,  were  appointed  a 
Committee  on  Credentials,  who  subsequently  reported  the  following  named 
delegates  as  appointed  by  the  several  State  Societies  for  the  year  1859: 

To  the  Hoard  of  Directors  of  the  Jim.  Col.  Society: 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  of  Delegates  to  this  Board,  find  the  following 
named  gentlemen  to  have  been  appointed,  viz: 

Massachusetts — Hon.  G.  Washington  Warren. 

Connecticut— Rev.  E.  L.  Cleveland,  D.  D.,  Hon.  S.  H.  Huntington,  James 
Brewster,  Esq. 

Next)  York — S.  A.  Schieftelin,  Esq.,  Hon.  J.  Beekman. 

.%<ir  Jersey — Hon.  D.  S.  Gregory,  Dr.  J.  G.  Goble. 

Pennsylvania — William  V.  Pet  tit,  Esq.,  William  Coppinger,  Esq. 

Virginia— Rev.  P.  Slaughter,  Rev.  W.  II.  Starr,  R.  B.  Boiling,  Esq.,  Rev. 
Dr.  Sparrow. 

Kentucky — Hon.  W.  L.  Underwood. 

Ohio—  Rev.  E.  G.  Nicholson,  Hon.  Elishn  Whittlesey,  Hon.  R.  C.  Schenck, 
»Hon.  J.  W.  Allen,  Hon.  W.  S.  Groesbeck,  Hon.  G.  H.  Pendleton,  Hon.  S. 
F.  yinton. 

Life  Directors  present.— Rev.  R.  It.  Gurley,  Dr.  James  Hall,  J.  Knickerbacker, 
Esq.,  Rev.  William  McLain,  Rev.  John  Orcutt,  Rev.  John  B.  Pinney,  Henry 
Stoddard,  Esq.,  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  Coppinger, 

Sid'y  A.  Schieffelin,  Com. 


*The  representation  from  Ohio  stated  that  Mr.  Allen,  who  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  attend  this  meeting,  not  hem";  in  this  city,  Frederick  Wadsworth, 
Esq.,  has  been  appointed,  according  to  usage,  a  delegate  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  non-attendance  of  the  said  John  W.  Allen,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances mentioned. 
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Bunding  <  !ominhte«». 


The  record  of  the  last  meetii  read  by  the  Financial  ,  of  the 

Society,  ami  on  motion  oved. 

The  Annuul  Report  waH  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary;  whereupon, 
on  motion,  it  wuh  accepted  and  referred  to  a  Committee,  with  a  view 
tracting  portions  to  be  read  thi  t  the  public  meeting.     Messrs.  Pinney, 

Ghirley,  ami  Slaughter,  were  appointed  the  Committee. 

'J'Ik-  Financial  Secretary  read  the  annua]  statement  of  the  Executive  Com* 
mittee,  which  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Financial  Secretary  presented  the  following  papers,  which   were,  on 
motion,  laid  on  the  table,  viz: 

Report  of  Agency  receipts  and  expem 

Statement  of  basis  of  representation  for  1859; 

Account  of  i  eceipts  and  disbursements  during  I 

Report  of  Dr.  James  J  Jail,  with  sundry  papers  in  regard  to  the  Ship  Mary 
Caroline  Stevens. 

On  motion,  it  wan 

R$$oloed,  That  when  thin  Board  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  this  place 
,  at  7  o'clock,  to  attend  the  pub]  ary  of  the  Society ,  and 

to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  'J  o'clock,  at  the  Colonization  Rooms. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


WeUNEHDAT    MoRNINO,  Ja.'.TA  It  Y    ]!),    I 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    The  President  in   the  Chair. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mi.  Nicholson. 
The  minutes  of  yesterday's  proceedings  ol  the  Board  were  read  and  approved. 
The  Chairman  announced  the  Standing  Committees,  as  folio 


On  Foreign  Relations,  - 
On  Finance,  -  -  -  -  - 
On  Auxiliary  Relations, 


(  Hon.  E,  Whittlesey,  Chairman. 
-3  Rev.  Iv  L.  Cleveland,  D.  L»., 
I  I  [on.  Gh  VV.  Warren. 

(  Rev.  .F.  V..  Pinney,  Chairman. 
.]  Hon.  S.  F.  Vinton, 
f  Robert  B.  Boiling,  I 

c  Rev.  Jo  leph  Tracy,  'nan  man. 

- >  Dr.  J.  '■ 

f  Hon.  Warner  L.  Underwood. 

(  Rev.  P.  Slaughter,  Chairman. 
.1  J.  Km 


On  Agencies, j  J.  Knickerbocker,  I 

I  VV.  Coppinger,  Esq. 

(  I  [on.  D.  , ■-,  Chairman.       . 

On  Accounts,-    - '  Henry  Stodd 

t   I.  A  -  Schieffelin,  I ! 

(  William  V.  Pettit,  I 
On  Emigration, '  Hon.  U.S.  Huntington, 

I  Dr.  James  Hall. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  read  the  Agency  reports — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  reports  of  agents  be  referrsd  to  the  Committee  on  Agencies. 
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Contemplated  Settlement  on  tlie  New  Jersey  Tract. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Annual  Report  as  relates  t"  Foreign  Relations, 
to  Finance,  to  Auxiliary  Societies,  to  Agencies,  to  Accounts,  and  to  Emigra- 
tion, be  referred  to  the  Standing  Committees  on  those  subjects  respectively. 

The  Financial  Secretary  stated  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  President 
Maclean,  dated  Princeton,  N.  J.,  January  17th,  regretting  his  inability  to  be 
present,  owing  to  indisposition. 

The  Chairman  read  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  Charles  Howard,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Maryland  Colonization  Society,  dated  Baltimore,  January  15, 
in  reference  to  its  relations  with  this  Society. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  letter  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Dr.  Goble,  and  laid  on  the  table  for 
the  present: 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  approve  the  contemplated  plan  of  the  New  Jersey 
Colonization  Society,  of  sending  to  Liberia  a  special  agent,  for  the  purpose  of 
exploring  the  New  jersey  tract,  to  survey  and  map  the  same,  or  such  portion 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  with  the  view  to  the  speedy  settlement  of  this 
tract,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Liberian  Government,  and  to  make  such 
other  researches  and  explorations  in  the  interior  of  the  country  as  may  be 
practicable;  and  the  expenses  so  incurred  shall  be  credited  to  the  New  Jersey 
Society. 

A  series  of  resolutions  respecting  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  &c, 
adopted  by  the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society,  January  11th,  1859, 
were  read  by  Mr.  Pinney,  and,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Certain  resolutions  in  regard  to  a  steamer  for  the  Coast  of  Africa,  passed  by 
the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society,  January  11th,  1859,  were  read  by 
Mr.  Pinney,  and,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Several  letters  were  read,  and  remarks  made  by  Messrs.  Pinney,  Gurley, 
and  Whittlesey,  in  reference  to  movements  among  the  colored  people  of  the 
North,  having  in  view  the  settlement  of  Central  Africa. 

The  Board,  after  taking  a  brief  recess  for  the  meeting  of  the  Society,  again 
proceeded  to  business;  when  the  annual  report  of  the  Travelling  Secretary  was 
read  by  that  officer;-  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gurley,  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agencies. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRAVELLING  SECRETARY. 

Hartfokd,  January  1st,  1859. 
To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  A.  C.  S. 

Gentlemen: — Another  year  is  added  to  the  history  of  this  great  and  noble 
enterpnze.  Like  previous  years,  it  has  been  one  of  labor  and  toil,  embarrass- 
ment and  success.  Such  is  the  experience  of  every  good  cause,  sustained  and 
carried  forward  by  private  charity  and  individual  exertion;  but  evidence  of  past 
progress,  and  a  reasonable  hope  of  final  triumph,  are  strong  incentives  to  per- 
severance in  the  way  of  well  doing. 

Our  country  has  continued  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  commercial  pressure  of 
1857 — in  consequence  of  which  there  has  been,  as  was  to  be  expected,  a  falling 
off  in  the  receipts  of  most,  if  not  all,  of  our  benevolent  associations.  The  last 
has  been  a  peculiarly  hard  year  for  us — to  some  of  our  friends,  one  of  great 
discouragement. 

Other  causes,  besides  stringency  in  the  money  market,  have  operated  much 
to  our  disadvantage.  The  slanders  against  the  Liberian  Government,  which 
have  been  set  on  foot  and  hurried  on  through  the  land,  have  done  much  to  pre- 
judice the  public  mind,  and  weaken  confidence  in  the  cause.     The  distrust  and 
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alienation  thus  created,  have  been  in  a  measure  removed;  but  very  many  minds 
are  still  affected  by  them,  simply  for  the  want  of  information.  It  is  not  easy 
for  truth  to  overtake  a  falsehood  when  the  means  of  conveyance  of  the  latter 
are  denied  to  the  former.  This,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has  been  the  case  in  this 
regard.  Papers  ready  enough  to  take  up  and  propagate  these  slanderous  reports 
have  been  slow  to  notice  their  refutation. 

The  very  able  and  timely  letter  of  the  President  of  this  Society  to  Senator 
Hammond,  contains  all  that  need  be  said  on  the  subject;  and  we  cannot  better 
serve  the  cause  than  to  give  that  document,  in  some  form,  a  wide  circulation. 
It  should  be  read  by  thousands  whom  it  will  never  reach  unless  special  pains 
be  taken  to  put  it  into  their  hands. 

Again,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  matter  of  importance  for  us  to  inquire,  whether 
anything  can  be  done  to  increase  the  receipts  of  the  Society:  whether  the  work- 
ing of  our  machinery  in  the  agency  departments  may  not  be  made  more  pro- 
ductive. 

I  do  not  propose  now  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  this  question  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, but  rather  to  make  a  few  suggestions. 

The  funds  of  the  Society,  except  in  case  of  legacies,  must  be  obtained  prin- 
cipally by  personal  solicitation.  Comparatively  few  people  will  remember  to 
bestow  their  charities  if  not  called  upon  to  do  so.  This  work  must  be  per- 
formed by  collecting  agents.  Plate  collections  in  churches  and  public  contri- 
butions, where  they  can  be  had,  are  very  well,  as  far  as  they  go,  but  little  can 
be  hoped  for  in  this  way.  It  becomes  then  a  question  of  great  practical  im- 
portance— how  many  collecting  agents  shall  be  employed  ?  To  multiply  the  num- 
ber and  not  increase  the  incoMe  of  the  Society,  would  be  bad  policy.  There 
may  be  rare  cases  to  justify  the  expense  of  sustaining  an  agent  for  a  time,  whose 
services  return  very  little  money,  but  these  are  only  exceptions  to  the  general 
rule  The  community  must  have  evidence  that  agents  are  profitable,  or  they 
will  give  sparingly,  or  not  at  all 

There  are  multitudes  of  cheerful  givers,  who  wait  for  an  opportunity  to  con- 
tribute to  this  cause,  and  the  question  is,  how  shall  such  persons  be  reached? 
One  way  is,  to  form  town  or  district  societies  on  the  principle  of  each  member 
paying  annually  a  given  sum,  to  some  person  appointed  by  each  Society  to  re- 
ceive it. 

Another  way  is  to  employ  individuals  in  the  communities  where  they  several- 
ly reside,  to  call  upon  persons  for  their  subscriptions  without  forming  such 
societies. 

In  every  place  worth  the  effort,  a  suitable  person  might  be  obtained  for  a 
trifling  compensation,  if  not  as  a  gratuity,  to  spend  a  day  or  two,  as  the  case 
might  be,  in  this  behalf.  Thus  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  dollars  might  be 
collected  in  communities  which  would  not  otherwise  be  visited,  and  while  the 
regular  agent  is  employed  in  larger  and  more  productive  fields. 

Take  for  example,  the  three  northern  States — Maine,  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont.  Neither  of  these  States  would  yield  enough  to  justify  the  expense 
of  employing  an  agent  continually  within  its  bounds.  Probably  no  two  of 
them  would.  The  three  might:  but  it  would  be  impossible  for  one  man 
thoroughly  to  explore  so  large  a  territory  without  resorting  to  some  such  ex- 
pedient as  1  have  proposed. 

There  may  be  difficulties  in  the  way  of  putting  this  plan  into  extensive  op- 
eration— there  may  be  a  better  one  :  but  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  Society, 
all  things  considered,  should  be  satisfied  with  having  few  commissioned  agents 
in  the  field,  even  though  its  receipts  be  not  as  large  as  we  could  wish.  The 
success  of  our  enterprise  does  not  depend  entirely,  or  mainly,  on  the  number 
of  dollars  collected,  or  emigrants  transported. 

The  place  to  look  for  progiess  is  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic — in  the  gradual 
development  of  the  various  departments  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia.  If  we  cannot 
find  improvement  there,  the  home  operations  of  the  Society  will  be  comparatively 
of  little  account. 

But  Liberia  is  manifestly  advancing,  and  perhaps  never  in  a  more  marked 
and  hopeful  degree,  than  during  the  last  year.  The  increased  attention  given 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  is  a  most  encouraging  feature  in  the  growth  of 
(' 
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the  Republic.  I  cannot  doubt  that  its  course  is  onward  and  upward;  but  let  u»  not 
indulge  in  unreasonable  expectations  in  regard  to  its  future  progress.  Em  lires 
are  not  built  up  in  a  day,  or  an  age.  Our  best  policy  is  to  "  make  haste  slowly" 
by  patient  continuance  in  well  doing. 

In  sneaking  of  my  own  labors  the  past  year,  I  have  but  little  to  say. 

Besides  what  1  have  accomplished  in  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  where 
no  agent  has  been  employed,  I  have  visited  and  addressed  large  audiences  in 
the  following  towns  in  Vermont:  St.  Johnsbury,  Woodstock,  Windsor, 
Bellows'  Falls,  and  Brattlebo rough. 

I  have  done  the  same  in  the  following  places  in  Massachusetts  :  Boston, 
Cambridge,  Charles-town,  Salem,  Beverly,  Newburyport,  and  Northampton, 
making  collections  in  the  several  towns  mentioned  so  far  as  practicable.  I  have 
also  done  something  in  New  Hampshire  and  Maine  ;  but  on  account  oflameness 
occasioned  by  a  fall,  I  have  not  been  able  to  perform  all  the  labor  abroad, 
which  I  otherwise  should  have  done,  and  which  was  expected  of  me.  The 
aggregate  amount  of  my  collections  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Parent  or 
State  Societies,  is  between  four  and  five  thousand  dollars. 

I  am  respectfully,  your  humble  servant, 

John  Orcutt. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  this  evening  at  7|  o'clock. 

Wednesday  Evening,  January  10,  1859. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment:    the  President  of  the  Society  in 
the  Chair.     The  minules  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and  approved. 
The  Committee  on  Accounts  made  a  report  as  follows,  which  was  approved: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  have  made  an  examination  of  the  vouchers  ami 
compared  them  with  the  entries  of  tbe  disbursements  by  the  Financial  Secretary, 
for  the  year  IboS,  and  find  the  entries  correct. — (For  Exhibit,  see  page  43.) 

D.  S    Gregory, 
Henry  Stoddard, 
Sidney  A.  Schieffllin,  Com. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Dr.  Goble,  respecting  an  exploration  of  the  New 
Jersey  tract  in  Liberia,  wua  then  taken  up,  and  after  being  amended,  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pinney,  G.  W.  S.  Hall,  Esq.,  of  Baltimore,  was  invited 
to  sit  as  a  Corresponding  member. 

The  Committee  on  Emigration  made  a  report,  which  was  approved: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  EMIGRATION. 

The  Committee  on  Emigration,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Annual 
Report  as  relates  to  (lie  subject,  respectfully  report: 

That  they  have  had  a  free  interchange  of  opinion  in  i  elation  to  the  part  of 
the  Society's  operations  submitted  for  their  consideiation,  and  that  they  have 
agreed  with  entire  unanimity  in  recommending  a  continuance  of  the  policy 
hitherto  pursued,  of  furnishing  the  requisite  means  to  forward,  and  temporarily 
to  support,  such  persons  of  African  descent  as  may  oiler  lo  emigrate  to  the 
land  of  their  progenitors.  They  would,  however,  respectfully  suggest  to  the 
Board  the  propriety  of  conducting  the  emigration  of  the  present  year,  so  far  as 
they  can  properly  influence  it,  as  to  strengthen  the  settlements  already  made  in 
the  Republic  of  Liberia.  While  they  would  not  be  disposed  to  discourage  the 
proposed  settlement  of  the  New  Jersey  Society,  they  are  yet  much  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  *o  fortifying  the  setilements  at  Robertsport,  Bassa, 
Sinou,  and  Cape  Palmas,  as  to  enable  those  settled  at  these  points  to  protect 
themselves  from  outrage  and  injury,  whether  from  native  chiefs,  who  seek  to 
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gratify  their  cupidity  by  violating  the  laws  of  the  Republic,  or  from  trading 
parties  on  (lie  coast,  animated  by  similar  motives.  They  would  thus  strengthen 
the  hands  of  the  Liberian  authorities  in  -  work  ol  resisting  such  out- 

rages as  were  attempted  by  the  officers  of  the  Regina  Coeli,  and  thereby  put  an 
end  to  the  slave  (ride  in  disguise  as  they  had  previously  done  when  carried  on 
under  its  proper  name. 

Wit.  V.  Pettit, 
S.   H.  Huntington, 
James  Hall,  Committee. 

The  resolution,  offered   by   Hon.  Mr.  Schenck,  was,  on  motion, 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agencies: 

Resolvd,    rh»t  the  Es  horized,  and  hereby  instruct- 

ed, i  i  '(■  ■  tint  and  commission  ihe  'lev.  li.  Ci.  Nicholson  general  travelling  and 
colleen  i  district   to  be  composed  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 

[lb s,  [owa,  and  Missouri,  making  such  agreement  with  him  as  they  may 

deem  just  and  expedient  as  to  ins  commissions,  or  other  compensation,  for  Ins 
•services;  and  the  said  Agenl  to  have  the  authority  to  appoint  or  employ  all  his 
subordinate  agents  or  assistants,  within  the  district  so  assigned  to  him,  and  to 
i   their  colic  tii  for  their  right  and  faithful  performance 

of  the  duties  entrusted  to  them. 

The  letter  of  Charles  Howard,  Esq  ,  President  of  the  Maryland  State  Colo- 

tion  Society,  was  then  called  u  i — Whereupon,  it  was 
Resolvid,  That  the   lion.  J.  H.  B.  Lai    ib  .   President  of  the  Society,  be  ap- 
i  .1  committee  to  meet  ihe  committee  ol  the  Maryland  State  Society,  with 
HUihonty  to  assure  die  Litter  ol   the  desire   of  th.is   Board   to  obtain  their  co- 
operation in  its  deliberations,  and   to   invite  them   to  appoint  representatives  to 
1  future  meetings  of  this  Board,  under  the  5th  article  of  the  <  !oni  ti- 
tution  of  the   American   Colonization   Society: — With  the  understanding  that 
nard  will  recognize  all  credits  to  this  Society  on  account  of  advances  for 
the  slnn   Marj   Caroline  Stevens,  for  carrying  emigrants,  and  all  moneys  ex- 
pended by  ihe  Maryland  Colonization  .Society  for  colonization  purposes  and  for 
o  much  of  Liberia  as  was  founded  by  the  State  of  Maryland,  as  a 
ntaiion  for  that  particular  year. 
The  report  of  Dr.  James  l  tall,  as  agent  of  the  ship  Mary  Caroline  Stevenn, 
died   up,  and  on  motion  o    Mr.  Pinney,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

i  nls. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Thursday  Morning,  January  20,  1859. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     The  President  of  the  Society  in 
the  Chair.     Alter  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Danforth,  the  minutes  of  last  night's 
proceedings  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on   Auxiliary  Societies  made  a  report,  which,  on  motion, 
was  accepted. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  AUXILIARY*  SOCIETIES. 

por  ion  of  the  Annual  Report  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Auxiliaries, 
is  in  the  following  words: 

"  Ii  is  much  to  I  that  some  method  should  be  devised  by  the  State 

hich  would  enable  ihem  more  effectually  to  aid  the  pecuniary  re- 
and  invigorate  the  operations  of  this  Society.     They  occupy  the  States 
where    wealth    abounds,   and    where   benevolent  institutions  generally  are  well 
sustained.      Applications  by  this  Society  to  the  citizens  of  these  States  must  be 
through  ihe  State  Societies;  and  through  them,  the  public  naturally  sup- 
pose, donations  to  the  Parent  Society  will  be  made.     It  will  be  for  the  officers 
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of  these  Societies  to  consider  whether  anything,  and  if  so,  what,  can  be  done, 
to  increase  the  amount  of  their  contributions  to  this  Society." 

The  dilFculty  here  briefly  suggested,  deserves  a  more  extended  statement. 

The  delegates  of  the  Suite  Societies  form  a  powerful,  and  commonly  a  con- 
troling  element  in  this  Board.  They  come  here  annually,  and  prescribe  what 
the  Parent  Society  shall  do,  and  what  it  shall  not.  They  sometimes  bind  very 
heavy  burdens,  and  lay  them  on  its  shoulders.  The  tasks  which  they  impose 
cannot  be  performed  without  a  large  amount  of  funds.  As  reasonable  task- 
masters, they  ought  to  see  to  it  that  the  funds  are  furnished,  or  at  least  that 
the  Parent  Society  is  at  liberty  to  obtain  them.  Pharaoh,  himself,  did  not  for- 
bid his  Hebrew  servants  to  get  straw  where  they  could  find  it. 

The  auxiliaries,  by  their  delegates,  next  forbid  the  Parent  Society  to  solicit 
funds  where  they  may  most  readily  be  obtained,  in  those  "  States  where  wealth 
abounds,  and  where  benevolent  institutions  generally  are  well  sustained."  The 
auxiliaries  reserve  to  themselves  the  exclusive  right  to  solicit  funds  in  those 
States.  If  the  Parent  Society  needs  funds  from  any  of  those  States,  it  musuisk 
the  auxiliary  for  them.  Against  this  arrangement  there  would  be  no  objection, 
if  the  auxiliaries  would  collect  and  pay  over  what  the  Parent  Society  needs,  for 
the  execution  of  the  tasks  imposed  upon  it. 

But,  in  the  third  place,  some  of  the  auxiliaries,  sometimes,  expend  nearly  all 
the  funds  they  collect  on  separate  objects  of  their  own,  paying  over,  about  the 
end  of  each  year,  just  enough  to  secure  a  representation  in  this  Board,  and  thus 
the  Parent  Society  is  deprived  of  the  aid  which  it  needs  and  might  otherwise 
receive  from  its  friends  in  such  Stales. 

In  the  operation  of  this  arrangement,  there  is  sometimes  an  additional  element 
of  unfairness.  In  each  of  these  States,  the  Parent  Society  has  friends  who 
desire  to  give  for  the  promotion  of  its  objects,  but  who  would  give  less,  or 
nothing,  to  be  expended  on  separate  plans  of  the  State  Society.  Such  friends 
sometimes  send  their  donations  directly  to  the  treasury  at  Washington;  but 
oftener,  probably,  they  give  to  the  State  Society,  considering  it  as  only  an 
agency  for  the  conveyance  of  their  donations  to  the  Parent  Society.  But  these 
donations,  when  once  in  the  treasury  of  the  auxiliary,  are  expended  on  its 
separate  objects,  and  never  reach  the  destination  for  which  the  donors  intended 
them.     This  is  practically  unfair  to  the  donors,  as  well  as  to  the  Parent  Society. 

This  evil,  your  Committee  are  aware,  is  sometimes  made  to  appear  greater 
than  it  is.  State  Societies,  by  previous  agreement  or  request,  expend  a  part  of 
their  funds  for  the  Parent  Society,  in  executing  its  tasks;  thus  saving  the  trouble 
of  sending  the  money  to  Washington  and  back  again,  and  often,  much  other 
trouble  besides.  Sometimes  they  procure  donations  and  bequests,  which  are 
paid  directly  to  the  Parent  Society  at  Washington,  without  the  ceremony  of 
passing  through  the  treasury  of  the  auxiliary;  and  then,  a  tabular  statement  is 
presented  to  this  Board,  giving  those  auxiliaries  credit  for  only  such  sums  as 
have  passed,  in  cash,  through  their  treasuries  into  the  treasury  of  the  Parent 
Society.  Such  statements  injuriously  misrepresent  the  auxiliaries  to  which 
they  relate.  Yet,  after  all  due  allowance  on  this  account,  the  difficulty  is  of 
serious  magnitude,  and,  in  the  words  of  the  Report  referred  to  us,  "  it  is  much 
to  be  desired  that  some  method  should  be  devised"  for  removing  it. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  devise  such  a  method;  but,  as  the  Report  implies,  its  ex- 
ecution must  depend  on  the  pleasure  of  the  State  Societies.  If  they  would  only 
abstain  from  all  separate  action,  not  previously  agreed  upon  in  this  Board,  or 
authorized  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  employ  their  whole  power  in 
assisting  the  Parent  Society  to  perform  the  tasks  which  they  impose  upon  it, 
the  difficulty  would  be  at  an  end.  They  might  still  have  their  separate  action, 
but  it  would  consist  in  doing  an  assigned  part  of  the  general  work;  and  the 
part  assigned  would  always  be  with  their  own  consent,  and  usually  of  their 
own  suggestion.  The  work  thus  done  by  them  would  as  "  effectually  aid  the 
pecuniary  resources  and  invigorate  the  operations  of  this  Society,"  as  if  the 
dollars  expended  on  it  had  been  paid  into  its  treasury  and  out  again. 

Your  Committee  see  no  good  reason  why  the  auxiliaries  should  object  against 
this  remedy.  If  a  new  project,  really  worthy  to  be  executed,  should  suggest 
itself  to  any  of  them,  the  Executive  Committee  would  almost  always  give  it 
their  seasonable  sanction.     If  that  sanction  should  be  withheld,  it  wouid  seldom 
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be  any  great  evil  to  wait  till  they  can  consult  their  brethren,  assembled  in  this 
Board  of  Directors.  If  both  the  Committee  and  the  Directors  refuse  their  sanc- 
tion, the  auxiliary  may  well  distrust  its  own  wisdom.  If,  however,  after  all,  it 
feels  bound  in  duty  to  proceed,  it  cannot  reasonably  object  to  proceeding  as  an 
independent  Society,  and  not  as  an  auxiliary. 

Some  years  since,  the  Rev.  John  Orcutt,  of  Massachusetts,  was  appointed 
a^ent  of  the  Parent  Society  for  the  State  of  Connecticut,  with  a  competent  salary. 
He  was  soon  after  chosen  Secretary  of  the  Auxiliary  in  that  State,  and  was  its 
only  salaried  officer.  All  his  collections  were  paid  into,  or  accounted  for  at,  the 
treasury  in  Washington.  Much  of  the  success  of  this  Society  is  doubtless  due 
to  the  personal  characters  of  its  Secretary  and  other  officers.  Still,  that  arrange- 
ment seems  to  be  proved,  by  the  experiment,  the  most,  efficient  yet  devised  for 
an  auxiliary.  But  there  are  serious  difficulties,  growing  out  of  the  history  of 
some  of  the  State  Societies,  in  the  way  of  its  universal  adoption;  and  if  the 
State  Societies  will  generally  comply  with  the  other  suggestions  already  made, 
its  adoption  is  of  minor  importance.  Abstinence  from  expenditures  not  pre- 
viously authorized  by  the  general  voice  of  our  brotherhood,  would  accomplish 
nearly  all  that  can  reasonably  be  expected.  We  commend  this  part  of  the 
Annual  Report  to  their  serious  consideration. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Joseph  Tracy, 
J.  G.  Goble, 
W.  L.  Underwood,  Com. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Goble,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Messrs.  Goble,  Huntington,  and  Stoddard,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
The  Nominating  Committee  reported  the  following  nominations — which  are 
the  same  as  last  year: — Whereupon,  the  report  was  adopted,  and  the  persons 
therein  named  duly  elected,  viz: 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley. 
Financial  Secretary,  Rev.  W.  McLaiv. 
Travelling  Secretary,  Rev.  John  Orcutt. 
Executive  Committee — Harvey  Lindsly,  M.  D.,  Joseph  H.  Bradley,  Esq., 
William  Gunton,  Esq.,  W.  W.  Seaton,  Esq.,  Rev.  George  W.  Samson, 
Hon.  William  Merrick,  Hon.  Isaac  Blackford. 

Mr.  Gregory,  from  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  made  the  following  report, 
respecting  the  voyages  of  the  ship  Mary  Caroline  Stevens;  when,  after  some 
remark*  from  Dr.  Hall,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Huntington, 
Resolved,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

REPORT— SHIP  MARY  CAROLINE  STEVENS. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  the  accounts  of  Dr. 
James  Hall,  Agent  of  the  Company's  Ship,  the  Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  for  the 
past  year,  report — 

That  the  Agent  has  made,  from  time  to  time,  detailed  accounts,  supported  by 
vouchers,  of  the  result  of  the  several  voyages,  which  accounts  have  had  the 
examination  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  Financial  Secretary;  it  would 
therefore  be  a  useless  labor  for  the  Committee  to  go  over  the  same  work  again. 
A  summary  of  the  two  round  voyages,  marked  C.  and  D.,  is  herewith  pre- 
sented, with  a  satisfactory  explanatory  letter  cf  Dr.  Hall,  which  the  Committee 
recommend  to  be  entered  upon,  and  be  published  with,  the  minutes.  The 
Agent  is  satisfied  with  the  arrangement  made  for  his  compensation,  for  the 
large  amount  of  labor  and  responsibility  involved  in  the  charge  of  the  ship;  and 
as  he  furnishes  from  his  own  enterprize  the  means  for  meeting  the  compensa- 
tion the  Society  avoids  a  serious  item  which  would  otherwise  arise  in  commis- 
sions for  the  performance  of  the  service.    The  allowance  to  Dr.  Hall  is  one 
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thousand  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  in  freight  of  flour  furnished  by  himself. 
Jn  case  there  is  no  room  for  one  thousand   barre  a  a  inually,  the  deficiency  is  a 
in  money. — (For  Exhibit,  see  pages  44  and  45  ) 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  S.  Gregory, 

I  iv.NRY  Stoddard, 

Sidney  A.  Schieffei.in,  Com. 

Letter  of  Dr.  Hall. 

Baltimore,  January  1st,  1859. 
Rev.  Wm,  McLain,   Financial  Secretary  Ji.  C.  S., 

Dear  Sir: — 1  haul  you  herewith  a  summary  of  the  expenditures  and  earn- 
ings of  the  ship  Al.  C.  S»evens,  for  two  voyages,  her  3d  and  4th,  designated  as 
C.  and  L>.,  comprising  the  second  year's  service  of  the  ship.  They  are  made 
up  from  accounts  furnished  you  at  different  times,  to  which  I  reler  you  for 
items.  You  will  note  discrepancies  in  the  footings  of  the  enclosed  and  those 
accounts,  which  arise  from  t lie  tact  that  many  items  are  there  entered  not  strict- 
ly appertaining  to  the  ship,  being  merely  debits  and  credits  of  the  A.  C.  S. 

1  very  much  regret  that  the  present  exhibit  shows  a  material  falling  off  from 
the  same  of  last  year,  or  the  two  first  voyages  of  the  ship;  but  you  will  note 
that  it  arises  mainly  from  a  diminution  of  the  business  of  the  Society.  The  pay- 
ing freight,  it  will  be  seen,  has  increased.  Last  year  the  charges  to  the  Society 
amounted  to  §,14.697 — adding  to  tins  the  sugar  mill,  taken  gratis,  estimated  at 
$500— $15,197;  whereas,  tins  year  it  amounts  only  to  $9,b71:  a  difference  of 
$5,326.  The  paying  freights  and  passengers  last  year  amounted  to  $5,762; 
this  ye«r  to  $8,023; — an  increase  of  $2,261.  You  will  also  note  that  voyage  D. 
is  the  first  that  yie  ds  any  amount  for  freight  home.  1  will  add,  that  in  voyage 
E.,  which  will  come  into  our  next  year's  account,  the  freight  bill  out  exceeds 
that  of  any  previous  voyage,  and  1  have  reason  to  hope  the  home  freight  will 
also.  You  will  notice  that  the  expenses  of  the  ship  average  about  the  same  at 
each  voyage.  I  think  we  may  safely  calculate  that  the  paying  freight  both 
ways  will  gradually  increase  to  the  extent  of  the  full  capacity  of  the  ship,  not 
required  for  emigrants  and  the  Society 's  freight.  And  this  will  much  exceed 
the  amount  heretofore  taken  in  consequence  of  ballasting  with  iron,  which  you 
are  aware  was  done  previous  to  her  departure  on  her  last  voyage,  to  the  esti- 
mated increase  of  her  capacity  of  near  1,000  bbls.  The  insurance  on  the  ship 
is  diminished  one-half,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Directors  at 
their  last  meeting.  I  have  s-:t  the  salary  of  myself  as  Agent  in  the  general  sum- 
mary of  the  year  at  $1,000,  as  I  see  you  have  charged  that  amount  paid  by  a 
vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  but  I  considered  it  as  due  Tor  the  first  year's 
services  as  Agent.  For  my  services  the  present  year  I  shall  deduct  from 
freight  furnished  voyage  E.,  as  per  vote  of  the  Board,  1,000  bbls. 

It  may  not  be  superfluous  to  remark,  that  the  ship  performs  as  we'll  as  during 
her  first  year's  service,  making  passages  on  an  average  in  less  time  than  any 
square-rigged  vessel  in  the  trade.  I  have  thus  far  been  fortunate,  too,  in  se- 
curing the  services  of  a  good  mister  and  officers,  having  heard  no  reasonable 
complaint  from  any  quarter.  From  this  cause,  and  the  superior  accommoda- 
tions of  the  ship,  and  provisions  for  cabin  passengers,  she  is  sought  by  such  to 
their  great  inconvenience  in  many  other  respects,  both  by  Liberians  having 
occasion  to  visit  this  country,  and  by  missionaries  to  different  parts  of  the 
coast.  In  fine,  she  may  be  said  fully  to  answer  the  expectations  of  those  who 
have  ever  advocated  the  running  of  a  ship  by  the  Society. 

Accompanying  this  you  will  find  the  letter-books  and  files  containing  the 
correspondence  relative  to  the  business  of  the  ship,  together  with  bills  vouching 
for  the  various  items  in  the  accounts  furnished  you,  heretofore  referred  to. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  James  Hall. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  had 
been  referred  the  action  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Colonization  Society  concerning  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  other  important  matters,  made  the  following 
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report,  which  was  accepted.     The  resolutions  recommended  by  the  Committee 
were  then  taken  up  seriatim,  and  adopted.     On  motion  of  Mr.  Pinney,  it  was 

Resolved,   That  the  foregoing  report  he  approved,  and  with  the  resolutions 
attached,  be  published  in  the  African  Repository. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  SOCIETY. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  were  referred  copies  of  the 
tions  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  York 
Colonization  Society  on  the  3d  of  January,  18f>9,  report — 
That  tor  convenience  of  reference,  the  Committee  number  said  resolutions  in 
the  order: 

The  first  resolution  renewedly  expresses  the  opposition  of  said  Society  to  the 
slave  trade  in  Africa,  open  or  disguised.  The  9th  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constitution  provides,  that  "  the  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons, 
ites  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  pro- 
hibited by  the  Congress,  prior  to  the  year  1608."  At  the  2d  session  of  the  9th 
Congress,  Air.  Jefferson,  then  President  of  the  United  States,  presented  that 
section  of  the  Constitution  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  invited  legislative 
action  thereon.  By  an  act  approved  March  2d,  1807,  the  importation  of  ne- 
groes to  lie  enslaved  after  the  1st  of  January,  1808,  was  prohibited.  If  New 
hire,  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  had  voted  in  the  convention  to  form 
•lie  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  prohibit  the  slave  trade  after  January 
1st,  1800,  it  would  have  ceased  at  that  time. 

When  the  act  of  March  2d,  1807,  was  passed,  there  was  harmony  and  unity 
in  the  views  and  feelings  of  the  people  throughout  the  United  States  on  the 
subject  of  the  slave  trade;  and  now  the  Committee  entertain  no  doubt,  that  in 
if  the  great  divisions  of  the  United  States,  a  large  majority  of  the  people 
are  as  strongly  opposed  to  a  renewal  of  the  slave  trade,  as  the  Society,  whose 
resolution  is  under  consideration.  This  Committee  has  no  reason  to  doubt, 
that  the  Administration,  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  deem  the 
trade  to  be  odious,  and  will  exercise  their  constitutional  power  to  suppress  it. 
The  Committee  think  that  every  humane,  well  disposed,  and  patriotic  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  has  a  high  duty  to  discharge  in  this  matter,  as  well  as  the 
of  the  Government;  and  it  is  cause  of  regret,  if  not  of  astonishment, 
that  in  the  principal  ports  of  the  United  States,  where  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  people  is  ostensibly  raised  against  the  traffic,  ships  are  built,  fitted  up,  and 
furnished  with  manacles  for  the  trade,  in  all  of  which  a  large  number  of  me- 
chanics and  laborers  are  employed,  without  any  interference  whatever  on  the 
part  of  the  people.  This  Committee  recommend  a  concurrence  in  the  views 
expressed  in  the  first  resolution. 

2d.  The  second  resolution  expresses  an  earnest  desire  for  a  more  effective 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  suppress  the  slave  trade,  by 
substituting  small,  but  well  armed  war  steamers,  for  the  large  sail  vessels  now 
employed.  It  is  wise,  in  all  instances,  to  adapt  the  best  means  to  acquire  the 
object  in  view.  The  settled  principle  and  policy  of  the  United  States  has  been, 
and  is,  to  deny  to  all  sovereign  Powers  the  right  to  search  their  vessels,  sailing 
under  their  national  flag.  The  practice  of  Great  Britain  to  search  American 
vessels  for  deserters  from  British  vessels,  was  one  cause  of  the  war  of  1812, 
and  although  she  did  not  expressly  relinquish  the  right  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
she  virtually  abandoned  it,  and  now  disclaims  the  right.  The  consequence  is, 
that  Americans  fit  out  vessels  in  our  ports,  clear  with  American  papers,  sail 
under  our  national  flag  to  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  arrange  for  cargoes  of  slaves, 
transfer  their  vessels  to  Spanish  or  Portuguese  officers,  and  are  protected  from 
the  British  cruisers  by  the  flag  they  dishonor.  Small  steamers  are  wanted,  to 
move  rapidly  upon  different  points  of  the  coast,  to  surprize  the  American  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  slave  trade;  and  if  necessary  to  enter  rivers,  and  steam  up 
them,  to  surprize  the  boats  and  the  slave  station*.  If  an  American  had  a  con- 
tract to  suppress  the  slave  trade  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  he  would  use 
small  steamers  in  connection  with  large  vessels,  to  accomplish  his  object  most 
efficiently  and  economically. 
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ion  of  Committee  on  Agencies. 

This  Committee  think  this  subject  should  he  presented  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and  to  the  President,  accompanied  by  all  the  information  within  the 
power  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  collect.  Gentlemen  from  Connecticut 
are  in  this  city  who  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
and  possess  his  confidence;  one  of  whom  is  a  member  of  ibis  Board.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  been,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  a  distinguished 
member  of  this  Board,  as  a  delegate  from  his  native  State;  and  this  Committee 
is  gratified  to  believe,  his  habits  and  character  give  the  assurance,  he  will,  with 
pleasure,  devote  as  much  time  to  the  investigation  of  the  subject,  as  the  ardu- 
ous duties  of  his  office  will  permit.  From  respect  to  him,  and  to  save  him 
from  unnecessary  labor  in  obtaining  facts  for  his  action,  this  Committee  will 
recommend  in  the  resolution  presented  herewith,  that  the  powers  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  lie  so  far  enlarged,  as  to  authorize  them  to  invite  the  co-opera- 
tion of  other  gentlemen. 

Resolved,  That  the  second  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee, 
to  prosecute  such  measures,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  with  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  they  shall  deem  to  be  best  suited  to  accom- 
plish the  important  object  therein  stated.  And  the  powers  of  said  Executive 
Committee  are  hereby,  so  far  enlarged,  as  to  permit  them  to  invoke  the  aid  of 
other  gentlemen,  if  they  should  think  proper  to  do  so. 

3d.  The  third  resolution  involves  a  question  as  to  the  powers  of  the  General 
Government,  concerning  which,  gentlemen  of  great  distinction  entertain  differ- 
ent opinions;  and  believing,  as  this  Committee  does,  that  this  Society  should 
not  agitate  it,  the  following  resolution  is  submitted: 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  said  third  resolution,  without  prejudice  to  the  views  entertained  by  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society,  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  General  Government  to  furnish  the  aid  sought  to  be  obtained, 
and  as  to  the  expediency  of  granting  it;  and  that  said  third  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

4th.  The  fourth  resolution,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  interferes  with 
the  executive  branch  of  the  Government,  and  one  of  its  officers,  in  regard  to  his 
accountability  for  property  entrusted  to  him.  This  Committee  participate  v/ith 
the  New  York  Board  in  the  warm  gratification  expressed  in  the  conduct  of 
Commander  Chauncey,  and  it  does  not  doubt,  that  his  disposal  of  the  property 
mentioned  will  be,  and  is,  impliedly,  sanctioned. 

The  following  resolution  is  submitted: 

Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Directors  in  the  matter  of  the  fourth 
resolution  is  not  deemed  to  be  necessary  nor  expedient:  that  this  Committee  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Elisiia  Whittlesey,  Chairman. 

RErORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  AGENCIES. 

The  Committee  on  Agencies,  through  its  chairman,  Mr.  Slaughter,  made  the 
following  report,  which,  with  the  resolutions  attached,  were  adopted: 

The  Committee  on  Agencies  respectfully  report,  that  they  have  examined 
the  documents  referred  to  them.  This  examination  has  resulted  in  a  conviction 
of  the  fact,  that  our  agencies  are  defective  in  number  and  in  general  efficiency. 
That  the  number  of  agents  is  utterly  inadequate  to  the  successful  culture  of  the 
wide  field  which  invites  our  labors,  is  evident  from  the  mere  statement  of  the 
following  facts:  Upon  the  wide  theatre  of  the  United  States  outside  of  the 
Stales  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Maine,  Ver- 
mont, Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Kentucky,  in  which  alone  are 
self-supporting  State  organizations,  having  the  exclusive  administration  of 
aiTuirs  within  their  respective  borders,  there  are  only  five  agents  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society;  of  whom  three  are  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  leaving  the 
remainder  of  the  States,  except  those  above  named,  in  which  there  are  living 
State  Societies,  uncultivated  by  any  direct  agency,  and  unproductive  of  nny 
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fruits  but  spontaneous  donations,  or  those  which  are  picked  up  by  other  agents 
occasionally  transcending  their  legitimate  sphere.  The  amount  of  the  col- 
lections of*  these  agents,  including  receipts  for  the  African  Repository,  and  also 
including  the  collections  of  Mr.  Seys,  now  detailed  upon  duty  in  Liberia,  is 
$7,591.67; — the  salaries  and  expenses  amounting  to  $3,128.41 — leaving  a  bal- 
ance of  collections  over  expenditures  of  $4,4(>9  26.  This  statement  excludes 
the  results  of  the  valuable  labors  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Orcutt,  who  is  not,  technical- 
ly, an  agent,  but  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  this  Board. 

That  something  should  be  done  to  bring  into  the  field  a  larger  and  more  effi- 
cient corps  of  agents,  is  evident  we  think  from  the  mere  statement  of  these  facts. 
But  as  the  constitution  clothes  the  Executive  Committee  with  the  authority  to 
appoint  and  direct  agents,  it  is  not  competent  to  this  Board  to  move  in  the  mat- 
ter except  by  way  of  amendment  of  the  constitution  or  suggestions  to  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee.  We  therefore  respectfully  but  e&mestly  recommend  to  the 
Executive  Committee  the  immediate  reorganization  of  the  whole  system  of 
agencies,  and  commend  to  their  serious  consideration  the  proposition  of  the 
Ohio  Society  in  reference  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nicholson,  and  the  assigning  of 
similar  duties  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Orcutt  in  other  States  where  there  are  no  active 
State  Societies.  The  high  character,  zeal,  and  general  capacity  of  these  gentle- 
men, and  their  familiarity  with  the  respective  fields,  would  probably  enable 
them  to  do  good  service  in  vitalizing  State  Societies  now  in  a  condition  of  sus- 
pended animation,  and  in  enlisting  in  our  service  a  more  effective  corps  of 
laborers. 

The  Committee  embody  these  views  in  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  Executive  Committee  the  re-organi- 
zation of  their  whole  system  of  agencies,  with  a  view  to  its  increased  efficiency. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  the  proposition  of  the  Ohio  Society,  in  reference  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Nicholson. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  also  recommend  the  assigning  of  like  duties  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Orcutt  in  the  Eastern  States. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Philip  Slaughter, 
William  Coppinger,  Com. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  having  been  advised,  since  their  last  meeting,  of 
the  course  pursued  by  the  President  of  this  Society  when  in  St.  Petersburgh 
during  the  winter  of  1857-'8,  as  evidenced  by  his  correspondence,  with  the 
Grand  Duke  Constantine,  published  in  the  African  Repository  of  April,  ]858, 
in  regard  to  Liberia,  fully  concur  therein;  and  that  this  Board  take  the  present 
occasion  to  express  their  gratification  at  the  ready  assent  of  the  Grand  Admiral, 
the  Grand  Duke  Constantine,  to  the  President's  request,  that  the  ships  of  the 
Imperial  Marine,  which  may  find  themselves  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  should 
visit  the  ports  of  Liberia;  this  Board  fully  appreciating  "the  additional  coun- 
tenance that  will  be  thereby  afforded  to  the  efforts  which  the  people  of  the 
young  Republic  are  making  to  take  a  rank  among  the  nations." 

The  Board  then  adjourned  to  meet  this  evening,  at  7j  o'clock. 

Thursday  Evening,  January  20,  1859. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment:  the  President  in  the  Chair.    The 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  Pinney  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 
Resolved,  Thai  the  Directors  legally  appointed  as  delegates  by  the  State  So- 
cieties, shall  be  considered  as  holding  office  for  one  year — from  January  1  to 
December  31. 
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Reso  utions— Adjournment. 


On  molion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cleveland,  it  was 

iiei/,  That  the  thanks  of  the   Board  be  presented  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Society  and  the  Executive  Committee,  for  their  valuable  and  efficient  services. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Gurley,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board  be  presented  to  the  President  of  this 
Society  f'ot  the  able  and  judicious  manner  in  which  he  has  presided  during  the 
session  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

On  motion  of  Mr.   Whittlesey,  it  was 

Reiolved,  That  this  Board  present  their  thanks  to  William  Coppinger,  Esq., 
for  his  able  and  faithful  services  as  Secretary  of  this  Board  during  the  present 
session. 

1  he  minutes  were  then  read  and  approved. 

The  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pinney. 

The  Bo*rd  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

JOHN  H.  B.  LATROBE, 

Pres.  Jim.  Col.  Society. 
Wm.  Coppinger,  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX  A. 


On  the  3d  of  September,  immediately  after  the  slaves  from  the  Echo  were 
landed  near  Charleston,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society  appointed  three  of  their  number  (Messrs.  Gurley,  Samson,  and 
McLain,)  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  President,  as  far  as  he  might  be 
pleased  to  communicate  them,  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  them.  He  expressed 
his  purpose  to  place  them  in  Liberia,  under  the  care  of  the  Colonization 
Society.  His  views  were  reported  to  the  Committee,  and  the  following  contract 
concluded  with  the  President  by  the  Financial  Secretary: 

"  Washington  City,  7th  September,  1858. 
84  Rev.  William  McLain, 

Financial  Agent  of  the  Colonization  Society: 
"  Sir: — After  our  conversations  on  the  subject,  I  understand  you  to  propose 
that  the  Colonization  Society,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  forty-five 
thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  shall  re- 
ceive in  Liberia  from  the  Agent  of  the  United  States,  the  three  hundred  and  odd 
African  negroes  now  at  Fort  Sumter  near  Charleston,  and  furnish  them  com- 
fortable shelter,  clothing,  provisions  and  medical  attendance,  for  the  period  of 
one  year  from  the  time  of  their  landing.  The  Society  shall  also,  during  this 
period,  cause  the  children  to  receive  schooling;  and  they  engage  that  all  of 
these  Africans,  whether  children  or  adults,  shall  be  instructed  in  the  arts  of 
civilized  life,  suitable  to  their  condition.  It  is  distinctly  understood,  that  under 
no  circumstances  will  the  Government  of  the  United  States  be  called  upon  for 
any  additional  expenses  above  the  sum  of  forty-five  thousand  dollars. 

"  I  hereby  accept  this  proposition,  so  far  as  my  constitutional  competency  ex- 
tends, and  shall  recommend  to  Congress  to  make  the  appropriation  necessary 
to  carry  it  into  effect.  In  the  meantime  I  can  advance  no  money  to  the  Society, 
as  none  has  been  appropriated  by  law  for  this  purpose. 

"  When  you  signify  explicitly,  in  writing,  on  behalf  of  the  Society,  that  they 
will  in  good  faith  carry  all  these  engagements  into  effect,  the  contract  will  then 
be  completed,  and  held  valid  and  binding. 

11  Yours  very  respectfully, 

"James  Buchanan." 


"  Colonization  Rooms,  Washington,  8th  Sept.,  1858. 
"  To  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

"  Your  favor  of  the  7th  instant  is  received.  You  have  correctly  stated  the 
proposition  which  I  made,  and  1  hereby  engage,  in  behalf  of  the  American  Co- 
lonization Society,  to  carry  into  effect  all  the  arrangements  therein  contained  to 
the  satisfaciion  of  the  President  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  recaptives. 

"  W.  McLain,  Financial  Secretary  A.  C.  S." 


POSTAL  CONVENTION 

BETWEEN    THE    REPUBLIC    OF   LIISERIA    AND    THE    UNITED    KINGDOM    Of 
GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


The  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  and  the  Government  of  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
being  desirous  to  promote  the  friendly  relations  existing  between  the  two 
Countries,  and  to  regulate,  by  means  of  a  convention,  the  communication  by 
post  between  the  Territories  of  the  Republic  and  the  British  Dominions,  have 
named  for  this  purpose,  that  ii  to  say  : 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  has  named  Gerard 
Ralsion,  Esq.,  Consul  General  of  the  said  Republic  for  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  Postmaster  General  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty,  has  named  Rowland  Hill,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  General  Post  Office 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  who  after  having  com- 
municated to  each  other  their  respective  full  powers,  found  to  be  in  good  and 
due  form,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles  : 

Article  1.  The  total  amount  of  postage  to  be  collecled  in  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  upon  ordinary  letters,  posted  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  addressed  to  Liberia,  and  conveyed  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and   Liberia,  by  British  mail  packet,  shall  be  as  follows  : 

For  every  letter  not  exceeding  the  weight  of  half  an  ounce,  British,  one  rate 
of  six  pence,  of  which  five  pence  shall  represent  the  British  postage,  and  one 
penny  the  Liberian  postage. 

Reciprocally,  the  total  amount  of  postage  to  be  collected  in  the  Republic  of 
Liberia,  upon  ordinary  letters  posted  in  Liberia,  and  addressed  to  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  conveyed  beiween  Liberia  and 
the  United  Kingdom  by  British  mail  packet,  shall  be  as  follows  : 

For  every  letter  not  exceeding  the  weight  of  half  an  ounce  British,  one  rate 
of  twelve  cents,  United  States  currency,  of  which  two  cents  shall  represent  the 
Liberian  postage,  and  ten  cents  the  British  postage. 

With  respect  to  the  charge  upon  letters  above  the  weight  of  half  an  ounce, 
British,  the  following  scale  of  progression  shall  be  adopted  in  both  countries  : 

For  every  letter  above  the  weight  of  half  an  ounce,  British,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one  ounce,  two  rates  ; 

For  every  letter  above  the  weight  of  one  ounce,  British,  and  not  exceeding 
two  ounces,  four  rates  ; 

For  every  letter  above  the  weight  of  two  ounces,  British,  and  not  exceeding 
three  ounces,  six  rates  ; 

And  so  on,  two  rates  being  added  for  every  additional  ounce,  or  fraction  of 
an  ounce. 

The  prepayment  of  these  rates  of  postage  shall  be  compulsory. 

Art.  2.  In  exception  to  the  concluding  stipulation  of  Article  1,  preceding, 
it  is  agreed  that  every  letter  posted  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  upon  which  letter  an  amount  of  postage  insufficient  for  its  pre- 
payment has  been  paid,  shall  be  forwarded  to  its  destination  provided  the 
postage  has  been  prepaid  to  the  extent  at  least  of  one  rate  of  six  pence  or 
twelve  cents.  Upon  such  letter  there  shall  be  collected,  by  the  office  which 
delivers  it,  the  amount  of  the  difference  beiween  the  postage  prepaid  and  the 
postage  which  should  have  been  prepaid  ;  together  with  a  fixed  additional  rate 
of  six  pence,  or  twelve  cents  as  a  fine. 

The  whole  amount  on  the  delivery  of  insufficiently  paid  letters  shall  be  di- 
vided between  the  Post  Offices  of  the  two  Countries,  in  the  same  proportion  as 
the  postage  which  is  prepaid. 

Art.  3.  The  Post  Offices  of  the  two  Countries  shall  mutually  account  to 
each  other  for  the  portion  of  the  postage  which  is  due  to  each  upon  the  letters 
dispatched  from  one  office  to  the  other. 
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Postal  arrangement  between  the  Republic  of  Liberia  and  Great  Britain. 

The  Post  Office  of  Liberia  shall  pay  to  the  British  Post  Office,  for  all  paid 
letters  forwarded  from  Liberia  addressed  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  the  sum  of  five  pence  for  every  letter  not  exceeding  the 
weight  of  half  an  ounce. 

The  Post  Office  of  Liberia  shall  further  pay  to  the  British  Post  Office  the 
■  due  to  Great  Britain  for  insufficiently  paid  letters  forwarded  to  Liberia 
according  to  the  basis  laid  down  in  Article  2,  preceding. 

Reciprocally,  the  British  Post  Office  shall  pay  to  the  Post  Office  of  Liberia 
for  all  paid  letters  forwarded  from  the  United  Kingdom  addressed  to  Liberia, 
the  sum  of  one  penny  for  every  letter  not  exceeding  the  weight  of  half  an 
ounce. 

The  British  Post  Office  shall  further  pay  to  the  Post  Office  of  Liberia  the 
postage  due  to  Liberia  for  insufficiently  paid  letters  forwaided  to  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  according  to  the  basis  laid  down  in 
Article  2,  preceding. 

Art.  4.  The  Post  Office  of  Liberia  shall  pay  to  the  British  Post  Office  for 
paid  letters  originating  in  Liberia,  and  transmitted  by  way  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  British  Colonies  or  Countries  beyond 
sea,  as  well  as  for  unpaid  letters  originating  in  British  Colonies  or  Countries 
beyond  sea,  and  forwarded  by  way  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  addressed  to 
Liberia,  as  follows  : 

1st.  The  sum  of  five  pence  per  single  letter,  viz  : 

Pour  pence  for  the  sea  conveyance  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  Libe- 
ria, and  one   penny  for  the  transit  over  the  territory  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

2d.  The  sea  rate  paid  by  the  British  public  upon  letters  exchanged  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and   British  Colonies  or  Foreign  Countries  beyond  sea. 

3d.  The  Foreign  or  Colonial  rate  or  rates  paid  by  the  British  Post  Office  to 
the  Post  Office  of  the  Foreign  Countries  or  British  Colonies  to  or  from  which 
the  letters  are  forwarded. 

Table  A,  annexed  to  this  Convention,  shows  the  total  amounts  to  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  Post  Office  of  Liberia  upon  letters  of  this  class. 

Art.  5.  The  Post  Office  of  Liberia  shall  pay  to  the  British  Post  Office  for 
every  letter,  not  exceeding  the  weight  of  half  an  ounce,  forwarded  from  a  port 
in  Liberia,  by  the  British  mail  packets,  to  any  other  port  on  the  west  coast  of 
Africa,  or  to  any  port  at  which  those  packets  may  touch  on  their  voyage  to 
and  from  the  United  Kingdom,  the  sum  of  four  pence  ;  and  for  heavier  letters 
in  proportion,  according  to  the  scale  laid  down  in  Article  1,  preceding. 

For  every  Newspaper  forwarded  in  like  manner,  the  Post  Office  of  Liberia 
shall  pay  to  the  British  Post  Office  the  sum  of  one  penny. 

Art.  6.  The  British  Post  Office  may  send  registered  letters,  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  addressed  to  Liberia,  and  the  Post  Office  of  Liberia  may,  on  its 
side,  send  registered  letters,  from  Liberia,  addressed  to  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

A  fee  or  additional  charge,  the  amount  of  which  the  dispatching  office  shall 
fix,  may  be  levied  and  retained  in  the  country  from  which  the  registered  letters 
are  dispatched,  but  no  postage,  duty,  or  tax  whatever  shall  be  levied  on  the 
delivery  of  registeied  leUeis  forwarded  from  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain" and  Ireland,  addressed  to  Liberia,  or  forwarded  from  Liberia  addressed 
to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Art.  7.  The  Post  Office  of  Liberia  may  also  send  to  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  registered  letters  addressed  to  the  following 
British  Colonies,  viz  :  Malta,  Gibraltar,  Hong  Kong,  the  British  West  Indies, 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Ceylon,  South  Australia,  Western  Australia,  Canada, 
New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward  Island,  Natal,  and  Mauritius. 

Upon  every  registered  letter  so  forwarded,  the  Post  Office  of  Liberia  shall 
account  to  the  British  Post  Office  for  the  sum  of  six  pence,  in  addition  to  the 
postage  due  to  the  British  Post  Office. 

Art.  8  The  addresses  of  registered  letters  sent  from  one  country  to  the 
other,  shall  be  entered,  by  the  dispatching  office,  in  the  table  which  is  provided 
for  the  purpose  in  the  letter  bill,  with  such  particulars  as  are  pointed  out  by 
the  said  table. 
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Jers  shall  be  tied  together  with  a  cross  string,  the  ends  of  which 
shall  be  made  fast  to  the  bottom  of  the  letter  bill  by  means  of  a  seal  made  of 
sealing  wax. 

Air.  '.).   Upon  every  British  Newspaper  duly  registered  at  the  General  Post 

Office  fur  tii   emission  a  broad,  posted  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 

>   d   [re  and  .addressed  to  Liberia,  a  postage  of  one  penny  only  shall  be 

<•  He    id,  in  advance    l>v  the  British  Post  Office,  and  no  charge  whatever  shall 

n  its  delivery  in  Libei  ia. 

Reciprocally,  upon  every    Newspaper   posted  in   Liberia  addressed    to  the 

niied    Kingd  un    ->   Greal   Britain  and    Ireland,  a  pastage  of  two  cents  only 

i    llected    in    advance  by  the  Post  Office  of  Liberia,  and    no   charge 

whatever  shall  be  ma.de  on  its  delivery  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Art.    1(1.   Upon   every  Newspaper    originating    in    any    British  Colony   or 

C try  beyond  sea,  forwarded  through  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 

and   Ireland,  addressed  to  Liberia;  and  upon  every  Newspaper  originating  in 

d  tn  any  British  Colony  or  Country  beyond  sea,  the  Post 

Offi  e  of  Li  "'  ia  sh   II   pay  t"  the   British   Post  Office  the  sum  of  one  penny, 

and,  'ii  addition,  ign  transii   |  ostage  with  which  the  Newspaper  may 

ibi   wh      conveyed  by  way  of  any  Foreign  Country. 

\«.i     li.  Subje  i   to  the  following   conditions:    book  packets  maybe  sent 

fro      'lie  United      ingdom  of  Great  Britain  and   Ireland  to  Liberia,  and  vice 

1st.  The    p  iust    lie   prepaid,    but  the    dispatching   office  may,    if    it 

proper,  pe  mil  a  book  packet,  prepaid  to  the  extent,  at  least,  of  one 
to    lie   forwardeil   to   its  destination.     In  Mich  case  the  packet  sh 
charged  with  the  deficiency,  together  «  ith  one  additional  rate  of  postage,  as  a 

Every  packet  must  be  sent  either  without  a  cover,  or  in  a  cover  open 
nt  (he  ends  or  sides,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  enclosures  being  removed  for  ex- 
amination 

3d.  A  book  packet  may  contain  any  number  of  separate  books  or  other  pub- 
lications, prints,  or  maps,  and  any  quantity  of  paper,  parchment  or  vellum, 
and  the  bonks  or  'her  publications,  prims,  maps,  &c,  may  be  either  printed 
wrnten,  or  t1  'V  mixture  of  the  three.     Further:  all   legitimate   bind- 

i  lunting  nr  covering  of  a  book,  publication,  &c,  or  of  a  portion  thereof 
.     uoh  binding,  &c.  he  loose  or  attached,  as  also  rol- 
of  prints  or  maps,  markers  (whether  of  paper  or  otherwise) 
in  i he  c:ise  of  books  ;  and,  in  short,  whatever  is  necessary  for  the  sale  trans- 
mission  of  Literary  or  Artistic  matter,  or  usually  appertains   thereto  ;  but  no 
ris  or   books  of  patterns  (unless  consisting  merely  of  paper)  shall  be  al- 
lowed. 

4th.   No  book  packet  may  contain  any  written  letter,  closed  or  open,  or  any 
ire  sealed  or  otherwise  closed  against  inspection,  nor  must  there  be  any 
nor  any  communication  of  the  nature  of  a  letter  written,  in  any  such 
pi'  l<et,  or  in  or  upon  its  cover. 

5th.  No  book  packet  must  exceed  two  feet  British,  in  length,  width,  or 
depth. 

Art.  12.  The  postage  to  be  collected  by  the  dispatching  officer  upon  the 
book  packets  referred  to  in  the  preceding  Article,  shall  be  as  follows  : 

l>t.  Upon  book  packets  forwarded  from  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ire  and  to  Liberia — 

For  a  packet  not  exceeding  four  oz.  British,  in  weight 3d 

For  a  packet  weighing  above  4  oz.  and  not  exceeding  8  oz 6d 

.i  packet  weighing  above  8  oz.  and  not  exceeding  lib Is  l)d 

ickei  weighing  above  1  lb.  and  not.  exceeding  li  lb Is  (Jd 

aid  s  •  on.  s  x  pi  nee  iiemg  added  for  each  additional  half  pound  or  fraction  of 
hi  f  a  pound. 

2d  Upon  book  packets  forwarded  from  Liberia  to  the  United  Kingdom  of 
<  treat  Bril  nn  and  Ireland  — 

!>'■  r  i  packel  noi  exceeding  4  oz.  in  weight 6  cts. 

For  a  packe    weighing  above  4  oz.,  and  not exceeiing  8  oz li  cts. 
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For  a  packet  weighing  above  8  oz.,  and  not  exceeding  lib 24  cts. 

For  a  packet  weighing  above  1  lb.,  and  not  exceeding  li  lb 36  cts. 

and  so  or.,  12  cents  being  added  for  each  additional  half  pound  or  fraction  of 
half  a  pound. 

Art.  13.  The  British  Post  Office  shall  pay  to  the  Post  Office  of  Liberia,  one- 
third  of  the  amount  of  postage  col.ected  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  upon  prepaid  book  packets  forwarded  to  Liberia,  and  upon 
insufficiently  paid  book  packets  received  from  Liberia,  and  the  Post  Office  of 
Liberia  shall  pay  to  the  British  Post  Office  two-thirds  of  the  amount  of  postage 
collected  in  Liberia  upon  prepaid  book  packets  forwarded  to  the  United  King- 
dom, and  upon  insufficiently  paid  book  packets  received  from  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Akt.  14.  The  British  Post  Office  promises  to  use  its  good  offices  with  the 
Post  Office  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  procure  for  the  correspondence 
originating  in  the  United  States  and  addressed  to  Liberia,  and  vice  versa,  when 
forwarded  through  (lie  United  Kingdom,  the  advantage  of  prepayment  to  des- 
tination on  either  side. 

Art.  15.  Each  of  the  mails  exchanged  between  the  Post  Offices  of  the  two 
Countries,  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  letter  bill  in  which  the  dispatching  office 
shall  state  the  nature  of  the  articles  which  the  mail  contains,  and  the  amount  of 
postage  due  to  each  office. 

The  office  to  which  the  mail  shall  be  forwarded,  shall  acknowledge  its  re- 
ceipt to  the  dispatching  office  by  return  of  post. 

The  letter  lulls  and  acknowledgments  of  receipt  shall  be  in  accordance  with 
the  forms  B,  C,and  D,  annexed  to  the  present  C  invention. 

Art.  16.  Dead  letters,  Newspapers,  and  book  packets,  which  cannot  be  de- 
livered from  whatever  cause,  shall  be  mutually  returned,  monthly,  for  the  same 
amount  of  postage  which  was  originally  charged  by  the  sending  office.  Letters 
mis-directed  or  mis-sent  shall  be  reciprocally  returned  without  delay,  and  let- 
ters addressed  to  persons  who  have  changed  their  residence  and  returned  to 
the  country  whence  the  letteis  were  sent,  shall,  in  like  manner  be  sent  back 
charged  with  the  rate  that  would  have  been  paid  if  the  letters  had  been  de- 
livered at  the  first  address. 

Art.  17.  The  British  Post  Office  shall  prepare,  at  the  end  of  every  quarter, 
accounts  exhibiting  the  results  of  the  exchange  of  correspondence  between 
the  respective  offices.  Such  accounts  shall  be  founded  upon  the  acknowledg- 
ments of  receipt  of  the   respective  offices  during  the  quarter. 

After  these  accounts  have  been  compared  and  settled  by  the  two  offices  the 
balance  shall  be  paid  in  British  money,  by  that  office  which  shall  be  found  to 
be  indebted  to  the  other. 

Art.  18.  Tne  British  Post  Office  and  the  Post  Office  of  Liberia  shall  have 
power  to  modify,  from  time  to  time,  by  mutual  consent,  the  whole  of  the  ar- 
rangements agreed  upon   by  the  present  Convention. 

Art.  19.  The  present  Convention  shall  come  into  operation  on  the  jirst 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  tight  hundred  and  fifty-eigltts  and  shall  continue  in 
force  until  one  of  the  two  contracting  parties  shall  have  announced  to  the  other, 
one  year  in  advance,  its  intention  to  terminate  it. 

Art.  20.  The  present  Convention  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications 
shall  be  exchanged  as  soon  as  possible. 

Done  in  duplicaie,  in  London,  the  twentieth  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

Gerard  Ralston,  (l.  s  ) 
Rowland  Hill,     (l.  s.) 


Prom  the  Annual  Report  of  Foreign  Commerce,  recently  transmitted  to 
Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  document  of  great  interest  to  those  en- 
gaged in  foreign  trade,  we  extract  the  following  passage  from  an  official  des- 
patch of  Consul  John  J.  Forney,  resident  at  Monrovia: 

"  It  is  my  opinion,  that  the  laws  of  Navigation  and  Commerce  of  Liberia  are 
conceived  in  the  most  liberal  spirit,  and  as  most  of  the  provisions,  viz:  flour, 
hams,  bacon,  &c.  &c,  and  lumber,  tobacco,  rum,  powder,  and  much  of  the 
cotton  goods  imported  into  this  country,  are  from  the  United  States,  it  vould 
appear  desirable  that  the  same  liberal  spirit  should  be  manifested  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  with  all  rightful  and  legal  encouragement 
to  this  trade." 

REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  PORTS  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  LIBERIA. 

Art.  1.  The  lawful  commerce  of  all  nations  is  on  an  equal  footing  in  the 
ports  of  the  Republic. 

Art.  2.  Vessels  arriving  in  harbor  after  sunset  are  bound  to  show  their  colors 
on  the  following  morning  after  daylight,  under  a  penalty  of  twenty-five  dollars. 
It  is  not  permitted  to  fire  in  the  harbor  after  sunset  with  cannon,  muskets, 
pistols,  or  other  fire-arms,  under  a  penalty  of  five  dollars  for  each  offence. 

Art.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Collector  of  Customs  to  board  every 
foreign  vessel  anchoring  within  the  limit's  of  his  port,  before  such  vessel  has 
had  any  communication  with  the  shore. 

No  boats  shall  be  allowed  to  board  vessels  entering  the  harbor,  until  the 
Port  Officer's  boat  has  taken  cognizance  of  the  same;  and  all  persons  violating 
this  regulation  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  President  of  the  Republic,  or  the  Vice  President  during  the 
inability  or  absence  of  the  President. 

Art.  4.  All  foreign  vessels  coming  to  anchor  in  any  port  or  harbor  of  this 
Republic,  shall  pay  an  anchorage  and  lighthouse  duty  of  fifteen  dollars;  vessels 
shall  be  compelled  to  pay  lighthouse  duty  at  ports  only  where  there  is  a  light 
established  and  kept  up;  and  when  a  vessel  has  paid  the  lawful  anchorage  at 
finy  one  port,  she  shall  not  be  held  liable  to  pay  such  anchorage  at  any  other 
port  of  the  Republic  during  the  same  voyage. 

Aht  5.  The  master  of  any  vessel  anchoring  in  the  ports  of  this  Republic 
shall,  within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  of  his  anchoring,  enter  his  vessel 
at  the  Custom  House,  by  exhibiting  his  register,  or  other  documents  in  lieu 
thereof,  together  with  the  clearance  and  other  papers  granted  by  the  officers  of 
the  Customs  at  her  departure  from  the  port  from  which  she  may  have  arrived. 
He  shall,  on  the  entry  of  his  vessel,  exhibit  to  the  Collector  a  correct  manifest 
of  the  cargo  on  board  of  his  vessel,  furnish  the  Collector  a  copy  of  such  mani- 
fest subscribed  by  the  master,  and  certified  by  an  oath  to  be  administered  by 
the  Collector. 

Art.  6.  No  goods  or  merchandise  shall  be  landed  from  any  vessel  or  boat, 
without  a  permit,  to  be  obtained  therefor  from  the  Collector  of  the  port  where 
such  goods  are  to  be  landed,  under  a  penalty  of  twenty-five  dollars,  to  be  re- 
covered from  the  master,  and  forfeiture  of  the  goods  so  landed  in  each  and  every 
case.  A.nd  no  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  shall  be  landed  from  any  vessel 
before  the  hour  of  6  o'clock  in  the  morning,  nor  after  6  o'clock  post  meridian. 

Art.  7  No  trade  shall  be  made  in  harbors  of  this  Republic  between  foreign- 
ers and  foreigners,  nor  between  foreigners  and  citizens,  unless  done  under  the 
immediate  inspection  of  the  Collector,  or  his  deputy,  without  accounting  to  the 
Collector  of  the  port  where  such  trade  has  been  made,  for  the  duties  arising  on 
the  goods  so  traded;  any  master,  supercargo,  or  others,  so  olfending,  snail 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  for  each  offence. 

Art.  tt.  The  Collector  of  each  port  or  harbor  is  authorized  and  directed  to 
place  on  board  every  foreign  vessel  coming  to  anchor  in  any  port  or  harbor  of 
this  Republic,  an  Inspector,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  remain  on  board  such 
vessel  during  her  stay  in  that  port  or  harbor;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
such  Inspector  to  superintend  the  landing  of  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandise: 
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be  shall  note  the  marks,  numbers,  weight  or  measures,  as  the  case  may  be — the 
contents  of  all  casks,  bales,  bundles,  crates,  and  all  kinds  qf__packages,  boxes, 
trunks,  &c,  except  where  there  is  freight,  and  the  master  or  supercargo  cannot 
give  the  contents;  in  that  case,  the  packages  shall  be  noted,  and  the  contents 
made  known  to  the  Collector,  or  the  consignee,  and  he  shall  deliver  a  correct 
account  ot  all  goods,  .vares.  and  merchandise,  c.  <frc,  landi  d  under  his  super- 
vision, to  the  Collector,  immediately  on  his  leaving  such  vessel  or  vessels  He 
Bhall  not  allow  any  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  &c.  &c  ,  to  be  landed  from  any 
vessel  or  vessels  in  the  port  or  harbor,  un  il  the  master  or  supercargo  of  such 
vessel  shall  have  obtained  a  permit  from  the  Collector. 

On  rum,  gin  and  whiskey,  landed  in  this  Republic,  there  sh>ali  be  collected  & 
duty  of  twenty-five  cents  on  each  gallon;  and  on  brandy,  wines  and  cordial, 
there  shall  be  collected  a  duty  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  centu  on  each  gallon; 
and  on  ale,  porter  and  claret  there  shall  be  collected  a  duty  of  six  per  cent,  ad 
valorem;  and  all  such  articles  shall  be  landed  under  the  immediate  observation 
of  the  Collector  or  his  deputy,  and  by  him  gauged,  or  the  quantity  otherwise 
ascertained,  and  the  amount  of  duties  thereon  be  paid,  before  it  g?es  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Collector. 

Art.  9.  No  vessel  shall  be  admitted  to  unlade  any  part  of  her  cargo,  at  any 
ether  place,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  fit-public,  than  at  one  of  the  ports  of 
delivery  established  by  law,  to  wit:  Robertsport,  Monrovia,  Marshall,  Grand 
Bassa,  Sinou,  and  Harper — except  vessels  that  pay  an  annual  tax  of  seventy- 
five  cents  per  ton;  and  then  only  under  a  general  permit  from  tin-  Collector,  at 
such  factories  or  trading  stations  fir  winch  licenses  have  b*>en  obtained  from 
the  Government;  all  goods  or  merchandise  landed  in  violation  of  this  provision, 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  master,  supercargo,  or  owner,  of  any  vessel  so  land- 
ing goods  or  merchandise,  shall  forfeit  and  \>,\y  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 

Art.  10.  Every  captain,  supercargo,  or  owner,  of  any  vessel,  wishing  to 
depart,  shall,  having  ceised  landing  goods,  give  at  the  Custom  House  al  least 
twelve  hours  notice  of  his  intention  to  do  so,  before  clearance  shall  be  granted. 
He  shall  render  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
landed  from  his  vessel;  and  verify  the  same  by  oath,  i  >  be  administered  by  the 
Collector.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  such  captain,  supercargo,  or  comman- 
der, upon  clearing  his  vessel,  to  render  into  the  Custom  House  a  just  account 
of  the  amount  of  specie,  and  African  produce,  stating  the  ki..ds  of  produce,  and  ' 
quantities  of  each  kind,  as  well  as  the  names  of  persons  who  are  about  to  take 
passage  in  his  vessel.  The  Collector  shall,  after  estimating  and  collecting  the 
duties,  grant  such  vessel  a  clearance. 

Art.  11.  .None  of  a  vessel's  crew  shall  be  discharged  and  left  on  shore  with- 
out the  permission  of  the  local  authorities,  under  a  penalty  ot  two  hundred 
dollacs,  and  such  permission  shall  not  be  granted,  except  to  Consuls,  or  unless 
the  party  to  be  discharged  shall  receive  at  least  two  months'  pay  at  the  time  of 
his  discharge. 

Art.  12.  Masters  of  vessels  are  prohibited  from  taking  on  board,  or  giving 
passage  to  any  individual  residing  within  this  Republic,  without  a  passport 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  unless  to  be  landed  within  this  Republic,  und>-r  a 
penalty  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars. 

Art.  13.  All  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  or  having  any  connection 
with  the  slave  trade,  shall  not  be  allowed  to  enter  the  ports  of  this  Republic; 
nor  have  any  communication  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  Republic,  except  in 
cases  of  distress,  when  the  circumstances  are  to  be  reported  to  the  President, 
for  his  decision. 

Art.  14.  The  Port  Officer  is  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  preceding 
Regulations,  and  must  be  obeyed  without  delay.  All  masters  of  vessels  enter- 
ing the  harbor,  will  receive  from  him  a  printed  copy  of  the  Port  Regulations, 
for  which  twenty-five  cents  are  to  be  paid. 

Approved  and  ratified  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Republic  of  Liberia. 

VV.  A.  JOHNSON, 
Collector  of  Customs,  Port  of  Monrovia, 

<rnd  tl'trbor  Master. 
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CONSTITUTION 


AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

"  Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  '  The  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety.' 

Art.  '2.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively  directed  is.  to 
promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  colonizing,  with  their  own  consent,  the  free 
people  of  color  residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Con- 
gress shall  deem  expedient.  And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object,  in 
co-operation  with  the  General  Government  and  such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt 
regulations  on  the  subject. 

Art.  3.  E\  i  of  the  United  States  who  shall  have  paid  to  the  funds 

of  the  Society  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society  for  one 
year  from  the  tune  of  such  payment.  Any  citizen  who  shall  have  paid  the 
sum  of  thirty  dollars,  shall  be  a  member  for  life.  And  any  citizen  payii  g  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director  for  life.  Foreigners  may  be 
made  members  by  vote  of  the  Society  or  of  the  Directors. 

Ap.t.  4.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  at  Washington,  on  the  third  Tues- 
day in  January,  and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  they  shall  direct.  At 
the  annual  meeting,  a  President  and  Vice  Presidents  shall  be  chosen,  who  shall 
perform  the  duties  appropriate  to  tlvose  offices. 

Art.  5.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  composed  of  the  Directors  for 
life  and  of  Delegates  from  the  several  State  Societies  and  societies  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  Territories  of  the  United  States.  Each  of  such  societies 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  Delegate  for  every  five  hundred  dollars  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Society  within  the  year  previous  to  the  annual  meeting. 

Art.  6.  The  Board  shall  annually  appoint  one  or  more  Secretaries,  a 
Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Committee  of  seven  persons  :  all  of  whom  shall 
ex  initio  be  members  of  the  Board,  having  a  right  to  be  present  at  its  meeiings 
and  to  take  part  in  the  transaction  of  its  business;  but  they  shall  not  vote,  except 
as  provided  in  Article  7. 

Art.  7.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  meet  annually  in  Washington,  imme- 
diately after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  at  such  other  times  and 
places  as  it  shall  appoint,  or  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  at 
the  request  of  any  three  of  the  Auxiliary  State  Societies,  communicated  to  the 
Corresponding  Secretary.  Seven  Directors  shall  form  a  quorum.  But,  if  at 
any  annual  meeting,  or  meeting  regularly  called,  a  less  number  be  in  attendance, 
then  five  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  with  such  Directors,  not  less 
than  four,  as  may  be  present,  shall  constitute  a  Board,  and  have  competent 
authority  to  I  of  the  Society  ;  provided,  however,  thai  ihe 

Board  thus  constituted  shall  carry  no  question  unless  the  vote  be  unanimous. 

Art.  b.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  according  to  its  own  appoint- 
ment, or  at  the  call  of  the  Secietary.  This  Comm  ttee  shall  have  discretionary 
power  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Society,  subject  only  to  such  limitations 
as  are  found  in  its  charter,  in  this  Constitution,  and  in  the  votes  that  have  been 
passed,  or  may  hereafter  be  bassed,  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  TheSecretary 
and  Treasurer  shall  be  members  of  the  Committee  ex  officio,  with  the  right  to 
te,  but  not  to  vote.  The  Committee  is  authorized  to  fill  all  vacancies 
in  its  own  body  :  to  appoint  a  Secretary  or  Treasurer  whenever  such  offices  are 
vacant  ;  and  to  appoint  and  direct  such  agents  as  may  be  necessary  for  ihe 
service  of  the  Society.  At  every  annual  meeting,  the  Committee  shall  report 
their  doings  to  the  Society,  and  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Art.  9.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended,  upon  a  proposition  to  that  effect 
by  any  of  the  Societies  represented  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary,  and  published  in  the  official  paper  of  the  Society,  three  months  be- 
fore the  annual  meeting  ;  provided  such  amendment  receive  the  sanction  of  two- 
third 


FOR  LIBERIA. 


Our  Ship,  (lie    Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  sails    regularly  5 

\    from  Baltimore  and  Norfolk  on  the  1st  of  May  and  1st  of  No-  5 

\    vember.     Application  for  freight  or  cabin    passage  should  be  * 

i    made  to  Dr.  James  Hall,  Colonization  Office,  Baltimore;  for  * 

5    steerage   passage,   immediately  to  tkis   office.     The  Ship  will  | 
>    touch  at  all  the  ports  in  Liberia. 

Fare:  Cabin,  $100;  Steerage,  $35.     Freight,  $1.50  a  bar-  * 

I    rel,  30  cents  a  cubic  foot,  $10  a  ton.      Palm  oil,  5  cents  a  gallon  | 

*    on  the  entire  capacity  of  the  casks.     No  single  package  will  be  ^ 

I    taken  for  less  than  $1.  \ 

All  freight  will  be  received  and  delivered  alongside  the  ship,  < 

or  landed  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  shipper  or  consignee.  < 

Passage  and  freight  to  be  paid  in  advance.     Five   per   cent.  ^ 

primage  will  be  charged   on  all  freight  which  is  not  paid  in  ^ 

advance.  £ 

$$f>A11  persons  sending  parcels  and  packages  by  Express  or  \ 

otherwise  to  Baltimore,  to  be  forwarded  in  the  ship,  must  pay  \ 

the  expenses  on  the  same,    including  drayage  to  the  ship  in  ? 

Baltimore.     No  freight  will  be  received  at  Norfolk. — The  ship  \ 

will  only  touch  there  for  emigrants  and  their  baggage  and  other  \ 

\    belongings.  > 

$        All  letters  sent  to  the  care  of  this  office  will  be  duly  forwarded  \ 

\    in  the  ship.  \ 

i  


-  / 

I  is  issued  regularly  on  the  1st  of  every  month,  at  $1  per  annum,  2 

£  payable  in  advance.  ' 

*  Subscribers  who  may  not  be  visited  by  any  of  our  regular  ? 

I  agents,  will  please  remit  to  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  * 

I  Society,  the  amount  of  their  subscription,  in  any  kind  of  funds  ? 

/  which  may  be  most  convenient  to  them  ;  which  will  be  acknow-  < 

I  ledged  by  mail,  free  of  postage,  and  also  in   the  succeeding  | 

<  number  of  the  Repository.  £ 


i 

•a 


FORTY-THIRD 


£r^f4-     /'« 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MMWIIMI  !QIMaiI8IHKIlD0  SQUUTOIc 


WITH  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  AND  OF  THE  SOCIETY : 


JANUARY  17,  1860. 


WASHINGTON: 
C.   ALEXANDER,   PRINTER, 

F,  NEAR  SEVENTEENTH  ST. 

1860. 


Vf 


OFFICERS. 

JOHN  H.  B.  LATROBE,  ESQ.,  President. 
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OF    THE 

AMERICAN    COLONIZATION    SOCIETY, 

JANUARY  17,  1860. 

Deceased  friends. 

This  Society,  since  its  last  anniversary,  has  been  called  to 
mourn  the  decease  of  several  distinguished  friends,  among 
them  the  Hon.  Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  gentleman 
of  eminent  ability  and  usefulness,  for  many  years  in  the  public 
service  of  his  country,  and  early  elected  a  vice  president  of  this 
Society  ;  of  Dr.  Jabez  G.  Goble,  the  late  zealous  and  efficient 
secretary  of  the  New  Jersey  Colonization  Society  ;  and  of  the 
Rev.  James  W.  Alexander,  D.  D.,  who,  animated  by  the  spirit 
of  his  venerable  Father,  the  constant  and  faithful  friend  and 
historian  of  the  Society,  stood  at  all  times  ready  to  defend  and 
sustain  the  cause. 

The  New  York  Society  mentions  with  grief  the  death  of  Mr. 
John  Beveridge,  of  Newburg,  in  that  State,  who  makes  provi- 
sion by  his  will  to  perpetuate  the  good  work  of  education  in 
Liberia,  for  which  he  had  largely  contributed  during  his  life ; 
while  the  Hon.  John  Brewster,  of  Shirleysburg,  Pennslyvania, 
whose  liberal  donation  induced  this  Society  to  give  his  name  to 
the  Receptacle  at  Monrovia  ;  Jacob  Wagener,  esq.,  of  Easton, 
in  that  State;  and  the  Rev.  M.  B.  Hope,  D.  D.,  of  Princeton, 
New  Jersey,  will  be  lamented  by  many  friends  of  the  cause  of 
this  Society,  which  they  so  earnestly  sought  to  sustain  and 
advance. 

Alas  !  that,  while  we  write,  the  sudden  death  of  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Society  should  be  announced. 
The  Hon.  Isaac  Blackford, invited  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago 
to  occupy  a  seat  in  the  Executive  Committee,  after  a  faithful 
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discharge  of  his  duties  for  a  brief  period,  has  finished  his  course. 
A  distinguished  member  of  the  legal  profession  in  Indiana,  in 
1853,  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  United  Slates  Court  of 
Claims  in  this  city.  He  was  the  first  President  of  the  Indiana 
State  Colonization  Society;  and  on  the  14th  of  October,  1829, 
at  the  first  stated  meeting  of  that  society,  delivered  an  able 
address,  clear  and  comprehensive  in  its  views  of  th*  principles 
and  policy  of  this  institution,  and  in  the  expression  of  various 
grave  reasons  by  which  they  are  enforced. 

EXPEDITIONS. 

It  was  stated  in  the  last  report  that  the  Mary  Caroline  Stevens 
sailed  from  Baltimore  on  the  first  of  the  preceding  November 
with  fifty-three  emigrants,  and  a  tabular  statement  was  given 
of  the  places  from  which  these  persons  came,  and  of  the  indi- 
viduals to  whom  most  of  them  were  indebted  for  freedom. 
This  ship  made  Cape  Mount  on  the  19th  and  Monrovia  on  the 
24th  of  December. 

Most  of  the  emigrants  by  this  expedition  went  to  the  inte- 
rior settlement  of  Careysbufg;  while  those  from  Massachusetts 
preferred  to  remain  at  Clay  Ashland,  on  the  St.  Paul's.  As 
mentioned  in  the  last  report,  the  Rev.  John  Seys,  agent  of  the 
United  States  government  lor  recaptured  Africans,  took  passage 
in  the  Stevens;  and  on  his  arrival,  under  date  of  January  1, 
1859,  he  wrote  of  the  delight  with  which  (after  an  absence  of 
two  years)  he  viewed  the  improvements  at  Robertsport,  (Grand 
Cape  Mount ;)  the  animating  scene  of  the  national  fair  at  Mon- 
rovia, exhibiting  the  clearest  evidences  of  progress  in  agricul- 
tural industry  and  the  useful  arts ;  also  of  the  satisfaction 
affoided  him  by  the  improved  health  of  the  recaptured  Africans 
under  the  attentions  of  the  agent  and  the  physician  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

In  the  month  of  April  last,  the  Agents  of  the  cities  of  New 
Orleans  and  Baltimore  for  the  estate  of  the  late  John  McDonogh, 
engaged  passage  in  the  ship  Rebecca,  Captain  Carter,  bound 
to  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  for  forly-one  slaves,  directed  by 
the  will  of  that  gentleman  to  be  liberated,  and,  with  ample 
supplies,  these  people  left  New  Orleans  in  that  ship  on  the  27th 
of  that  month,  and  arrived  at  Monrovia  on  the  2d  of  July. 

The  Stevens  having  left  Monrovia  on  the  24th  of  February, 
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after  a  very  protracted  passage,  arrived  at.  Baltimore  on  the  1st 
of  May,  and  in  ten  days  thereafter  was  ready  to  receive  her 
emigrants  and  other  passengers  ;  and  on  the  bright  morning  of 
the  12th  of  that  month,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  audience, 
after  appropriate  addresses  and  fervent  prayer  for  the  blessing 
of  Heaven,  her  company  of  ninety-nine  colored  persons  em- 
barked, and  she  spread  her  sails  for  her  sixth  voyage  to  Africa, 
and  arrived  at  xMonrovia  on  the  13th  of  July. 

Three  young  men  of  color,  educated  at  the  Ashmun  Insti- 
tute, Oxford,  Pennsylvania,  under  care  of  the  Rev.  John  P. 
Carter,  with  their  families,  went  out  to  engage  in  the  work  of 
Christian  missions  under  direction  of  the  Presbyterian  Board 
of  Missions. 

On  the  24th  of  May  sailed  from  New  York  the  barque  Mendi, 
chartered  by  a  mercantile  house  of  Monrovia,  conveying  to 
Liberia  an  intelligent  company  of  forty-five  emigrants,  mostly 
from  that  State,  and  completing  her  voyage  at  Monrovia  on  the 
11th  of  July. 

Of  the  emigrants,  fifty-three  in  number,  that  sailed  from 
Baltimore  November  1,  1858,  four  were  landed  at  Cape  Mount, 
twenty  settled  on  the  St.  Paul's  river,  twenty  at  Careysburg, 
and  nine  at  Cape  Palmas. 

The  emigrants  by  the  Rebecca  proceeded  without  delay  to 
Careysburg.  Of  those  by  the  Mendi,  twenty-three  chose  the 
same  settlement,  and  twenty-two  remained  at  Monrovia  ;  and 
of  the  ninety-nine  by  the  Stevens,  five  landed  at  Robertsport, 
(Grand  Cape  Mount,)  twelve  settled  on  St.  Paul's  river,  five 
in  Careysburg,  and  the  remaining  seventy-seven  at  Greenville, 
Sinou  county. 

The  Mary  Caroline  Stevens  returned  from  her  sixth  voyage 
on  the  8th  of  October,  and  on  the  2d  of  November  last  left 
Baltimore  with  sixty-three  emigrants;  four  Libprians  returning 
after  a  brief  visit  to  the  United  States;  and  as  cabin  passengers, 
Mrs.  Seys,  wife  of  the  Rev.  John  Seys,  returning  to  the  country 
where,  with  her  honored  husband,  she  had  passed  through  the 
trials  of  many  years  of  missionary  life  ;  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and 
family,  dedicated  to  the  cause  of  Baptist  missions,  with  Dr. 
Knight,  of  Illinois,  intent  on  visiting  the  tropics  for  the  benefit 
of  his  health. 

Of  the  emigrants  by  the  Stevens  on  this  her  seventh  voyage, 
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and  from  whom  we  have  received  no  intelligence,  thirty-two 
are  destined  to  Careysburg,  five  to  the  St.  PauPs  river,  and 
twenty-six  to  Sinou. 

The  following  tables  show  the  States  from  which  the  emi- 
grants by  the  expeditions  of  the  last  year  came,  and  the  indi- 
viduals to  whom  many  of  them  are  indebted  for  freedom  : 


SIXTH    VOYAGE. 

State. 

Born 
free. 

Slave. 

By  whom  Emancipated. 

Pennsylvania. 

..24.. 
..  .1.. 



By  will  of  B.  Burgess. 

By  will  of  Timothy  Rogers. 

By  A.  McWilliams. 

By  Sarah  B.  Jones. 

By  will  of  F.  J.  Walker. 

By  Moses  Walker. 

By  will  of  Uustave  Dugas. 

By  Mrs.  M.  E.  H.  King. 

Do 

..S3.. 
..12.. 

South  Carolina 
Do 

...1.. 

...9.. 

Do 

Do 

...5.. 

...5.. 

Total.... 

..25.. 

..74.. 

SEVENTH    VOYAGE. 


New  York. . . . 
Pennsylvania  . 

Maryland 

Virginia 

Do 

South  Carolina 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Illinois 

Tennessee 

Do 


Born 
free. 


Total 20 


,.1. 
.15. 

..4. 


.13. 


.43. 


By  whom  Emancipated. 


Set  free. 

By  will  of  Timothy  Rogers. 


Emancipated  by  Benjamin  Tyler. 
Set  free. 

By  will  of  John  Elihu  Stephenson. 
By  will  of  Hugh  Cain. 


RECAPTURED  AFRICANS. 

The  recaptured  Africans,  from  the  hour  of  their  arrival  in 
Liberia,  began  to  improve  in  health,  and,  under  competent 
teachers,  have  acquired  some  knowledge  of  the  English  lan- 
guage and  of  civilization.  They  remained  in  the  Receptacle 
at  Monrovia  until,  in  most  cases,  relieved  from  the  various  con- 
ditions of  weakness  and  disease  to  which  severe  and  protracted 
suffering  had  reduced  them,  and  then,  with  the  sanction  of 
President  Benson  and  the  Agent  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Seys, 
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appointed  to  guard  their  interests,  were  distributed  among  the 
different  settlements  of  the  Republic  Robertsport,  Grand  Cape 
Mount,  received  twenty-five ;  thirty  were  placed  at  Bassa ; 
thirty  at  Sinuu,  and  twenty-five  at  Cape  Palmas.  On  the  4th 
January  Mr.  Seys  embarked  with  these  people  for  the  several 
places  of  their  destination,  and  on  his  return,  under  date  of 
February  21,  wrote  "  that  they  were  all  in  good  health  ;  that  the 
Society's  agent,  Mr.  Dennis,  had  sent  down  ample  supplies  of 
provisions,  and  that  he  took  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  prompti- 
tude and  faithfulness  of  the  agent  of  the  Society  in  all  matters 
appertaining  to  these  poor  exiles  from  their  homes  and  their 
friends."  "  They  are,"  he  observes,  "  well  fed  and  clothed, 
schools  are  established  for  them,  and  attention  paid  to  their 
religious  training.  The  Protestant  Episcopal  Mission  at  Cape 
Palmas  have  adopted  ten  of  the  children,  and  the  Presbyterian 
Mission  here  (Monrovia)  have  taken  eight;  in  both  of  which 
cases  they  will  be  most  carefully  provided  for  and  educated." 

The  United  States  commercial  agent,  Dr.  Forney,  died  at 
Monrovia  on  the  9th  of  February,  and  Commander  McBlair, 
of  the  United  States  ship  Dale,  appointed  Mr.  Seys  to  dis- 
charge, temporarily,  the  duties  of  that  office. 

HEALTH. 
Health  has  prevailed  generally  during  the  year,  with  some 
exceptions,  among  the  recent  emigrants,  and  diminished  for 
several  months  in  Monrovia  and  its  vicinity  by  the  existence  of 
small-pox,  exciting  alarming  apprehensions,  and  increasing  the 
usual  mortality.  This  disease  prevailed  as  an  epidemic  at 
Sierra  Leone,  and  swept  off  a  large  proportion  of  the  European 
population,  among  them  the  excellent  English  Episcopal  bishop 
tor  Western  Africa.  To  all  emigrants  to  Africa  the  experienee 
and  testimony  of  Mr.  Seys  is  deserving  of  consideration.  Under 
date  of  August  19,  he  writes  : 

"  I  never  enjoyed  better  health  in  my  life  than  I  have  during 
the  last  two  months  and  a  half.  I  do  not  remember  at  any  time 
during  my  former  residence  of  years  in  this  country  enjoying 
as  long  an  interval  between  attacks  of  African  fever  as  1  have 
recently,  and  I  am  very  sanguine  in  the  belief  that  if  I  continue, 
with  the  Divine  blessing,  to  be  temperate  in  all  things,  I  shall 
be  enabled  to  live  and  work  in  Africa  with  as  much  physical 
and  mental  vigor  as  I  would  in  any  part  of  the  United  States. 


10  FORTYT-THIRD    ANNUAL    REPORT    OF    THE 

Agriculture  and  Commerce. 


I  emphasize  "temperate  in  all  things,"  because  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied— nay,  it  ought  to  be  published — that  men  come  here,  both 
of  our  complexion  and  of  African  descent,  who  practice  the 
opposite,  and,  despite  all  advice  and  counsel  from  others,  act  and 
move,  eat  and  drink,  travel  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  and  live  as 
if  they  thought  all  men  mortal  but  themselves.  They  die  soon, 
and  the  African  climate  bears  the  blame." 

Ex-President  Roberts!,  in  a  letter  of  August  25,  mentions 
that  most  of  the  emigrants  by  the  Rebecca,  Ivlendi,  and  Stevens, 
had  gone  to  Careysburg,  and  adds : 

"  1  regret  to  hear  that  two  or  three  have  killed  themselves  by 
their  own  wilfulness  and  imprudence.  Two  of  them,  at  least, 
regardless  of  the  persuasions  of  those  who  knew  the  dangers 
of  such  exposures  to  new  comers,  would  persist,  notwithstand- 
ing the  very  inclement  weather,  in  making  two  or  three  trips  to 
Monrovia  to  procure  goods  to  commence  building,  and  thus 
sacrificed  their  lives  to  their  temerity." 

It  is  a  well  ascertained  fact  that  the  African  fever  is  much 
aggravated  or  allayed  by  the  mental  state  or  disposition  of  the 
patient,  and  that  cheerful  confidence  in  God  is  one  of  the  best 
of  medicines.  One  or  two  deaths,  not  from  fever,  may  cast  a 
shade  of  despondency  over  a  whole  company  of  emigrants, 
which,  if  not  dispelled,  may  increase  danger,  while  rashness, 
imprudence,  and  ignorance  seal  the  fate  of  their  victims. 
It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  imposing  eminences  of  Cape 
Mount,  and  the  elevated  interior  Settlement  of  Careysburg, 
still  maintain  their  character  for  salubrity. 

:1CULTURE  AND  COMMERCE. 

Aroused  to  a  sense  of  the  value  of  these  great  interests,  the 
people  of  Liberia  have  sought  to  promote  them  more  effectually 
than  ever  before  during  the  last  year.  On  the  20th  of  February, 
President  Benson  wrote : 

"We'  aie  getting  on  peaceably  and  quietly;  the  farming  in- 
terest is  very  encouraging.  Jt  is  supposed  that  not  less  than 
100,000  pounds  of  sugar  will  be  made  this  season  in  Liberia. 
There  are  40,000  pounds  now  on  hand,  and  some  of  the  largest 
planters  have  only  ground  a  third  of  their  cane." 

Again  he  writes  on  the  26th  of  May  : 

"  Our  farming  interests  are  very  encouraging  indeed  ;  our 
people  are  working  in  good  earnest.  They  have  exported  more 
of  Americo-Liberian  products  to  Europe  and  America  wilhin 
the  last  six  months  than  have  ever  been  altogether  during  the 
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entire  forty  years  of  Liberia's  past  history.  We  have  peace 
and  quietude.     Productive  industry  is  rapidly  on  the  increase." 

In  allusion  to  the  spirit  of  industry  that  animates  the  Libe- 
rians,  President  Benson,  in  his  letter  of  August  1,  declares  that, 
if  it  suffer  no  abatement,  it  must  soon  work  a  gratifying  change 
in  the  Republic.  Liberia,  in  his  view,  is,  under  Providence, 
growing  to  a  capacity  for  the  reception  of  a  large  number  of 
emigrants,  which  he  is  confident  will,  from  the  free  people  of 
color  in  the  United  States,  be  by  the  same  Providence  supplied. 

The  second  national  fair  opened  at  Monrovia  on  the  21st  of 
December,  and  continued  to  the  28th  of  that  month.  A  build- 
ing was  erected,  in  length  one  hundred  feet,  and  forty  feet  wide, 
of  native  materials,  neatly  covered  with  palm  thatch  ;  thence 
called  the  Palm  Palace,  in  which  were  exhibited  the  produc- 
tions and  manufactures  of  the  country.     Mr.  Seys  wrote  : 

"  I  was  surprised  beyond  all  anticipation ;  I  could  scarcely 
realize  where  I  was ;  every  department  gratified  me.  The 
specimens  of  sugar-cane  cannot  be  excelled  in  the  West  Indies, 
save  in  the  island  of  Trinidad  ;  in  socks  made  of  the  cotton 
from  the  great  silk  cotton  tree  of  the  tropics ;  gun  powder 
made  by  a  native  Liberian  ;  in  beautiful  and  admirable  furni- 
ture from  the  superior  woods  of  the  African  forests  were  seen 
the  triumphs  of  Liberian  ingenuity.  But  I  can  only  mention 
without  comment  the  tools  manufactured  here  from  excellent 
iron  ore;  the  cotton,  coffee,  cocoa,  ginger,  corn  meal,  arrow- 
root, yams,  eddoes,  &c,  &,c.  ;  all  giving  evidence  of  the  vast 
fertility  of  the  soil,  of  the  rapid  improvement  of  the  people  of 
Liberia,  and  of  the  consoling  fact  that  those  who  labor  for  their 
advancement  in  the  arts,  sciences,  or  any  other  good  thing,  do 
not  labor  in  vain." 

The  committee  appointed  to  adjudicate  between  the  com- 
petitors for  premiums  at  this  fair  reported  to  the  President  "  that 
ten  varieties  of  cotton  were  exhibited,  among  them  that  of  the 
large  silk  cotton  tree,  growing  to  the  height  of  eighty  to  one 
hundred  feet;  that  the  indigenous  cotton  bears  for  seven  or 
eight  years,  and  that  from  it  thousands  of  cloths  are  made  by 
the  natives  of  the  interior,  and  that  the  raw  material  may  be 
hereafter  profitably  exported;  that  fine  specimens  of  sugar 
from  the  banks  of  the  St.  Paul's  testified  to  the  rapid  increase 
of  its  cultivation ;  that  the  two  steam  sugar  mills  had  found 
ten  times  more  employment  the  last  than  during  the  previous 
year ;  that  coffee  was  well  represented,  and  was  of  good  promise 
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in  all  the  counties  of  the  Republic,  and  that  it  will  soon  be 
largely  exported ;  that  rice  and  cassada  were  abundant ;  that 
there  were  good  specimens  of  arrow-root,  ginger,  cocoa,  eddoes, 
yams,  beans,  peas,  corn,  and  corn  meal,  with  a  profusion  of 
plantains,  bananas,  oranges,  plums,  cocoa  nuts,  with  chocolate 
of  the  purest  quality,  and  that  beautiful  articles  of  furniture, 
articles  of  clothing,  and  of  female  attire,  skilfully  embroidered 
and  elegantly  wrought,  with  preserved  fruits,  cordials,  and  other 
confectionery  were  among  the  contributions  to  this  national 
lair."  The  committee  conclude  "  that  a  new  era  has  dawned 
upon  our  Republic,  and  that  the  finger  of  Providence  points  to 
a  higher,  happier,  and  brighter  destiny." 

Several  friends  of  Liberia  in  this  country  have  offered  pre- 
miums to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  coffee  and  the  sugar- 
cane ;  while  the  Cotton  Supply  Association  of  Manchester, 
England,  have  appropriated  £2b  per  annum  for  five  successive 
years  to  promote  the  growth  of  cotton  in  that  Republic.  "  The 
interest,"  says  a  writer,  under  date  of  Monrovia,  October  14, 
"  is  far  greater  than  is  known  to  be  the  case  in  the  United. 
States." 

The  commerce  of  Liberia  is  increasing  each  successive  year. 
During  the  one  just  past  four  Liberian  vessels  have  entered  our 
ports ;  one  bringing  a  cargo  of  28,000  gallons  of  palm  oil, 
35  tons  of  camwood,  800  pounds  of  ivory,  with  sugar,  syrup, 
and  gold  dust.  A  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Journal,  who 
arrived  at  Monrovia  on  the  1st  of  August,  on  the  14th  October 
wrote:  "  Fifty  thousand  dollars  worth  of  English  goods  have 
been  sold  here  since  I  arrived,  $35,000  worth  of  German 
goods,  $19,000  worth  of  American  goods,  and  the  market  is 
not  one-half  supplied."  American  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Liberia 
are  on  an  equality  with  those  of  the  most  favored  nations ; 
while  vessels  from  Liberia  in  our  harbors,  from  defect  of  a 
treaty,  have  not  been  recognized  as  entitled  to  the  same  advan- 
tage. This  fact  tends  inevitably  to  divert  the  Liberian  trade 
from  us    o  other  countries. 

RELATIONS  OF  LIBERIA  TO  FOREIGN  NATIONS. 
Liberia  maintains  friendly  relations  with  foreign  nations,  and 
has  won  from  them  respect   and   confidence.     Her  complete 
vindication   from   reproach   in  the  affair  of  the  Regina  Ceeli 
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was  announced  in  our  last  report;  and  it  was  suggested 
that  this  event,  in  its  first  aspect  so  dark,  might,  through  the 
ordering  of  Providence,  extend  the  influence  and  confer  honor 
upon  the  name  of  that  Republic.  This  prediction  has  been 
fully  verified.  On  the  9th  of  December,  1858,  President  Ben- 
son clearly  exposed,  in  his  message  to  the  legislature,  the  evils 
of  the  French  emigration  system,  and  on  the  6th  of  February, 
1859,  submitted  to  that  body  documents  from  the  Department 
of  State,  embodying  a  history  of  the  acts  and  correspondence 
of  the  Liberian  government  on  the  subject  of  the  Regina  Cceli, 
and  the  solemn  protest  made  by  that  government  to  the  Em- 
peror of  France  against  the  conduct  of  the  French  naval  and 
military  officers  on  that  coast.  It  required  no  history  of  that 
system,  by  which  so  much  suffering  had  been  inflicted,  to  in- 
duce the  passage,  by  the  legislature,  on  the  24th  of  January, 
1859,  of  a  law  prohibiting  the  entry  of  any  vessel  to  any  port 
of  the  Republic  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting,  or  procuring  any 
native  African  emigrants  with  intent  to  transport  them  to  any 
foreign  country,  and  denouncing  against  any  violation  of  that 
law  the  punishment  decreed  against  the  slave  trade. 

The  determination  of  the  Liberians  to  endure  all  things,  and 
even  perish,  rather  than  concede  the  least  to  the  invaders  of  the 
homes  and  rights  of  the  aborigines  on  their  soil,  and  the 
solemn  protest  sent  by  their  President  to  France,  have  exerted, 
we  must  presume,  some  influence  on  the  mind  of  the  Emperor. 
Soon  after  the  tragical  affair  of  the  Regina  Cceli,  he  appointed 
a  commissioner  to  report  whether  the  emigration  system  in- 
volved the  slave  trade  in  disguise,  and  soon  after  abolished  the 
system  on  the  east  coast  of  Africa.  The  British  government 
expressed  the  hope  that  it  would  soon  be  abolished  on  the 
western  coast. 

In  November  of  last  year  the  French  ship  Phoenix,  Captain 
Chevalier,  appeared  at  Sugary  to  procure  emigrants,  but  he  pro- 
fessed to  be  ignorant  that  he  was  within  Liberian  jurisdiction. 
The  British  steam  sloop  Alectro  conveyed  the  Hon.  F.  Payne, 
attorney  general  of  Liberia,  to  the  Phoenix.  A  number  of  emi- 
grants were  found  on  board,  and  among  them  a  native  youth 
who  had  been  brought  up  in  one  of  the  families  of  the  Republic. 
He  had  been  seized  and  sold  to  Captain  Simon  of  the  Regina 
Cceli,  from  whom  he  escaped,  but,  recaptured  by  a  native  chief, 
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had  been  sold  again  to  the  master  of  the  Phoenix,  who  by 
his  signature  to  a  receipt  for  the  money  demanded  for  his  re- 
lease, stating  that  it  was  the  amount  he  had  paid  to  the  chief, 
certified  to  his  own  guilt.  Payne  obtained  the  release  of  this 
young  man,  but  had  not  the  force,  nor  had  the  captain  of  the 
Alectro  the  authority,  to  capture  the  Phoenix.  Her  captain 
became  alarmed,  left  his  station  immediately,  and  was  not  heard 
from,  for  several  months.  A  brief  and  accurate  statement  of  the 
successive  events  in  the  operations  of  the  French  to  obtain  emi- 
grants from  Liberia,  and  of  the  measures  adopted  by  her  govern- 
ment to  defeat  them,  is  found  in  the  last  report  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Colonization  Society,  which,  in  conclusion,  says  :  "Cheva- 
lier's statement  that  he  was  in  structed  toavoid  trespassing  on 
Liberia's  jurisdiction,  was  probably  true;  and  if  so,  we  may  hope 
that  the  difficulty  with  France  is  at  an  end,  except  the  settle- 
ment for  past  outrages.  Probably  Chevalier  is  allowed  to  ope- 
rate on  other  parts  of  the  coast  long  enough  to  complete  some 
existing  contract,  and  then  the  whole  thing  will  be  abandoned, 
and  then  the  whole  continent  of  Africa  will  have  been  saved 
from  this  virtual  slave  trade  by  the  firm  and  enlightened  states- 
manship of  the  Republic  of  Liberia." 

The  President  of  Liberia  has  expressed  his  gratitude  for  the 
gift,  to  the  government  of  that  Republic,  of  the  armed  schooner 
Quail  from  the  English  government — a  fine  vessel  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three  tons,  thirteen  tons  larger  than  the  Lark, 
presented  some  years  ago  by  her  Britannic  Majesty.  The  Quail 
carries  one  long  18-pounder  on  pivot,  and  four  brass  3-pounders, 
and  is  fitted  up  in  the  best  manner.  Gerard  Ralston,  esq., 
consul  general  of  Liberia  in  London,  and  T.  W.  Fox,  esq., 
consul  at  Plymouth,  did  much,  and  all  in  their  power,  to  secure 
this  renewed  expression  of  kindness  and  confidence  to  Liberia 
by  England. 

The  Liberia  Herald  of  the  22d  of  September  notices  the 
public  reception  given  at  the  Presidential  mansion  on  the  13th 
of  that  month  to  Mr.  Roberts,  as  Belgian  consul.  At  the  ban- 
quet, prepared  for  the  occasion,  his  excellency  expressed  his 
high  sense  of  the  honor  conferred  by  his  Belgian  Majesty  on 
the  government  and  people  of  Liberia  by  the  appointment,  as 
representative  to  this  government,  of  their  distinguished  Liberian 
citizen,   and   the  pleasure   it   afforded  to  receive   him.     The 
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King  of  Belgium,  has  just  completed  a  treaty  with  Liberia,  and 
the  appointment  of  Ex-President  Roberts  to  this  consular 
office  is  regarded  as  evidence  that  his  Majesty  entertains  the 
most  generous  sentiments  towards  the  government  and  people 
of  Liberia. 

NATIVE  AFRICAN  POPULATION. 
To  the  friends  of  Africa,  no  provision  of  the  constitution  of 
Liberia  has  appeared  more  just,  benevolent,  and  patriotic  than 
the  15th  section  of  the  5th  article,  in  which  the  improvement 
of  the  native  tribes  is  declared  to  be  a  cherished  object  of  the 
government ;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President,  as 
the  public  revenue  shall  permit,  to  encourage  and  instruct  these 
people  in  agriculture,  the  useful  arts,  habits,  and  employments 
of  civilization.  To  this  subject  the  attention  of  the  legislature 
was  called  by  President  Benson  in  his  last  message.  To  hi-3 
regret,  the  means  at  his  disposal  had  not  enabled  him  effectu- 
ally to  carry  out  this  humane  provision  of  the  constitution, 
while  many  chiefs  had  declared  their  purpose  to  comply  with 
any  measures  proposed  by  the  government  for  their  good.  He 
thought  no  insurmountable  difficulties  were  in  the  way  of  as- 
simulating,  in  due  time,  the  manners  and  customs  of  these 
people  to  those  of  civilized  life ;  that  a  process  of  this  kind 
was  going  on  each  successive  year,  which  no  one  acquainted 
with  the  matter  could,  for  a  moment,  doubt.  He  speaks  highly 
of  the  intelligence  of  the  native  Africans  as  compared  with  that 
of  many  emigrants  from  the  United  States ;  and  urges  that  the 
system  of  education  for  these  aborigines,  and  all  other  inhabit- 
ants, should  be  the  same,  and  that  no  policy  should  be  enter- 
tained tending  to  depress  the  former,  and  continue  them  per- 
manently in  an  inferior  condition.  A  very  intelligent  colored 
missionary,  a  citizen  of  Liberia  for  some  twenty  years,  observes 
that,  "  for  building  up  an  independent,  industrious,  civilized 
and  Christian  people,  we  look  not  alone  to  emigrants,  but  to 
our  untutored  heathens  of  these  wild  forests.  The  light  of  the 
gospel  shining  in  their  midst  enables  them  to  see  that  Chris- 
tianity places  them  in  superior  conditions.  This  any  of  them 
will  freely  admit.  Then  there  are  hundreds  who  are  slowly 
approaching  the  light ;  thousands  seeking  the  protection  of  the 
government,  and  settling  near  our  towns  and  villages.     Then 
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the  eagerness  with  which  they  seek  instruction  and  imbibe 
civilized  principles,  are  among  the  evidences  of  their  ability 
and  apitude." 

On  a  visit  to  the  leeward  in  July  last,  President  Benson 
called  at  many  native  towns — Bassa,  New  Sesters,  Trade 
Town,  Grand  Bootoo,  Nanna  Kroo,  Fish  Town,  Middle- 
town,  Rock  Town,  Cape  Palmas,  Grahway,  Half  Cavalla, 
Grand  Taboo,  Little  and  Grand  Bereby,  and  everywhere 
met  with  a  cordial  reception.  The  chiefs  expressed  great 
regard  for  his  excellency  and  the  government,  and  promised 
to  conduct  themselves  as  obedient,  peaceable  citizens. — 
Near  Cape  Palmas  they  turned  out  with  their  troops,  respec- 
tively, several  hundreds  of  them,  fully  armed  and  equipped, 
and  escorted  the  President,  amidst  volleys  of  musketry  and  the 
roar  of  cannon,  to  their  towns,  where  sumptuous  entertainments 
were  prepared,  and  nothing  spared  which  might  be  regarded  as 
a  mark  of  respect  and  fidelity.  When  the  President  expressed 
his  gratification,  explained  to  them  their  relations  to  the  Re- 
public, their  duty  to  obey  the  laws,  and  guard  them  from  viola- 
tion ;  when  he  assured  them  that  Liberia  was  a  common 
country  for  them  and  the  emigrants  from  America ;  that  all 
should  co-operate  together  for  the  general  good,  and  to  build 
up  a  prosperous  nation,  they  cheerfully  and  earnestly  avowed 
their  attachment  to  the  constitution,  government,  and  laws  of 
Liberia,  with  a  full  understanding  of  their  obligations. 

An  act  has  been  passed  by  the  legislature  of  Liberia  to  main- 
tain peace  and  enforce  order  on  the  highways  of  the  interior 
near  the  Republic,  which  authorizes  the  President  to  employ 
all  necessary  force  for  protecting  caravans,  Liberian  or  native, 
engaged  in  lawful  and  peaceful  trade.  Two  or  more  Liberians 
may,  by  his  permission,  reside  among  the  natives  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  Republic,  and  receive  protection  in  honest  busi- 
ness. Under  this  law,  (which  is  believed  to  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  the  principal  native  chiefs,)  says  the  report  of  the 
Massachusetts  Society,  "civilization  and  Christianity,  and  all 
their  attendant  blessings,  may  penetrate  the  interior  as  fast  and 
as  far  as  suitable  men  can  be  found,  either  in  Liberia  or  the 
United  States,  to  carry  them." 
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THE  ROAD  TO  CAREYSBURG. 
The  construction  of  a  road  from  St.  Paul's  river  to  Careysburg 
has  been  deemed  a  matter  of  urgent  necessity,  since  the  diffi- 
culties of  transporting  immigrants  with  supplies,  especially  in 
the  rains,  are  great  and  expensive.  The  loss  to  the  Society 
during  the  last  eight  months  has  been  $614  01.  A  survey  of 
the  route,  at  considerable  expense,  was  made  more  than  a  year 
ago.  The  Committee  appropriated  $1,000  to  this  object,  and 
the  government  of  Liberia  an  equal  sum  ;  and  while  the  work  is 
under  the  control  of  that  government,  the  agent  of  the  Society  is 
directed  to  co-operate  and  do  all  in  his  power  to  secure  its 
completion  without  delay. 

INTERIOR  SETTLEMENTS. 

To  multiply  settlements  in  the  interior  as  rapidly  as  it  can 
be  safely  done,  has  long  been  regarded  as  the  true  policy  of  this 
Society.  To  establish  such  a  settlement  on  the  elevated  tract 
east  of  Grand  Bassa,  purchased  by  the  friends  of  the  cause  in 
New  Jersey,  is  a  cherished  object  of  the  committee.  They 
have  communicated  their  views  to  President  Benson,  and 
sought  to  learn  what  aid  and  co-operation  would  be  afforded 
to  the  enterprise  by  the  Liberian  government,  and  they  trust 
another  year  will  see  the  work  accomplished.  The  want  of  an 
adequate  number  of  suitable  emigrants,  alone,  has  thus  far 
caused  delay. 

COAL. 
The  discovery  of  coal  in  several  districts  of  Liberia  is  men- 
tioned in  recent  communications,  as  one  which  may  result  in 
great  benefit,  not  only  to  the  Republic  itself,  but  especially  to 
the  steam  vessels  connected  with  the  squadrons  on  the  African 
coast,  and  others  regularly  visiting  it  for  purposes  of  commerce. 
The  discovery  of  marble  and  limestone  is  also  announced. 

EXPLORATIONS. 
The  interior  country  east  of  Liberia  has  been  explored  by 
several  Lib^rians,  especially  by  that  zealous  missionary,  the  Rev. 
George  L.  Seymour,  (with  two  companions,)  and  by  James  L. 
Sims.  Mr.  Seymour,  encouraged  by  the  government  and  peo- 
ple of  Liberia,  left  his  mission  station  in  the  Pessa  country 
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and  penetrated  into  the  interior,  according  to  his  own  estimate, 
to  the  distance  of  370  miles,  finding  a  region  varied,  beautiful, 
well  watered,  and  fertile,  with  many  towns  exhibiting  industry, 
cleanliness,  economy,  and  mechanical  ingenuity  surpassing  any 
he  had  seen  among  the  natives  of  the  coast.  From  one  point 
he  counted  ninety-three  farms  under  good  cultivation.  We 
have  not  seen,  he  says,  a  barren  piece  of  ground  for  230  miles. 
A  chief  175  miles  from  Monrovia  had  sent  the  whole  distance 
to  that  place  to  obtain  a  missionary.  From  a  mountain  near 
Zanga,  1,200  feet  high,  named  by  Mr,  Seymour  Mount  Roberts, 
seven  towns  were  visible,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-two 
farms.  The  city  of  Solong  is  on  elevated  ground,  and  has 
high  walls,  four  gates,  and  is  an  excellent  station  for  a  mission. 

Here  were  ten  looms.  Among  manufactures  in  some  of 
the  towns  he  found  earthenware  and  iron  smelted  from  the 
ore.     But  a  small  part  of  the  land  is  under  cultivation. 

The  Massachusetts  Society  say,  in  their  report,  "  it  is  doubt- 
less the  most  inviting  field  for  emigrants  from  the  United  States 
on  the  continent  of  Africa."  Mr.  Sims  confirms  Mr.  Sey- 
mour's statements.  He  found  at  Seewauta,  a  town  in  the 
Barlain  country,  five  looms  for  weaving  cloth;  the  blacksmith 
displayed  much  art  in  working  iron  and  copper,  and  the  women 
produced  earthenware  beautifully  ornamented. 

One  town  (Pallaka)  is  stated  to  have  4,000  inhabitants,  the 
people  to  be  most  industrious  and  happy,  and  the  country  one 
immense  rice  farm. 

The  discoveries  of  Messrs.  Burton  and  Speke  and  Dr.  Liv- 
ingstone in  Eastern  Africa  (remote  from  Liberia)  have  brought 
to  light  districts  hitherto  unknown,  abundant  in  natural  re- 
sources, and  promising  to  yield  rich  contributions  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  world. 

The  mean  level  of  a  wide  region  of  country  passed  over 
between  the  sea  coast  and  Lake  Victoria,  Nyanza,  (some  400 
miles  distant,)  is  3,767  feet;  of  the  lake  itself,  3,750  feet ; 
the  Hats  and  hollows  are  well  peopled,  and  cattle  and  cultiva- 
tion are  everywhere  abundant.  Springs  are  numerous.  South 
of  the  lake  are  vast  fields  of  iron ;  cotton  abounds,  and  every 
tropical  plant  would  grow. 

Dr.  Livingstone  has  ascended  the  Shire,  a  branch  of  the 
Zambezi,  fully  a  hundred  miles,  through  a  beautiful  valley 
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about  twenty  miles  wide,  and  fringed  with  mountains  of  great 
beauty,  well  wooded  to  their  tops.  The  people  were  very  hos- 
pitable and  independent,  having  plenty  of  sweet  potatoes  and 
other  vegetables.  The  hills  were  well  cultivated  high  up  ;  the 
cotton  plant  is  met  with  everywhere,  and  in  this  valley  were 
vast  herds  of  elephants,  eight  hundred  being  the  number  esti- 
mated as  seen  at  one  time.  These  people  had  never  before 
seen  Europeans. 

EMIGRATION. 
Emigration  of  free  colored  persons  has,  from  several  causes, 
been  retarded  ;  but  in  the  northern  and  middle  States,  during 
the  last  year,  their  thoughts  have  been  directed  to  Africa,  and 
they  have  sought  knowledge  of  its  advantages  for  their  future 
home.  In  the  south,  this  class,  in  consequence  of  agitations 
on  the  slavery  question,  are  exposed  to  new  trials  ;  in  some 
cases  compelled  to  leave  the  places  of  their  residence,  and  we 
trust  Divine  Providence  will  direct  their  way  to  Liberia,  where 
alone,  at  present,  their  highest  interests  can  most  certainly  be 
secured  and  perpetuated.  And  surely  common  humanity  (to  say' 
nothing  of  the  spirit  of  the  religion  of  Christ)  demands,  while  these 
people  are  expelled  from  some  districts  of  the  south  to  seek 
in  vain  for  comfortable  homes  at  the  north,  that  their  friends 
should  encourage  and  assist  them  to  take  possession  of  the  great 
inheritance  prepared  for  them  by  Providence  in  the  land  of 
their  fathers. 

EDUCATION. 
The  desire  of  education  is  becoming  stronger  among  the 
youth  of  Liberia,  and  the  schools  are  rising  every  year  in  reputa- 
tion and  importance.  The  Vey  people,  and  other  neighboring 
tribes,  earnestly  solicit  from  the  government  the  establishment 
of  civilized  settlements  among  them.  The  instruction  of  the 
children  of  the  Veys  would  have  the  happiest  effect,  and  the 
establishment  of  schools  would  open  the  way  for  all  the  bles- 
sings of  Christianity.  The  examination  at  the  Alexander 
High  School,  in  Monrovia,  on  the  29th  of  June,  was  attended 
by  the  President  and  other  officers  of  the  government,  and  was 
conducted  by  a  young  Liberian  (who  had  been  instructed  by 
Messrs.  Wilson  and  Williams,  excellent  missionaries  of  the 
Presbyterian  Board,)  in  a   manner   deserving  of  high  praise. 
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Many  of  the  pupils  acquitted  themselves  well  in  the  Latin  and 
Greek  classics,  and  in  geography  and  the  mathematics.  This 
examination  showed  conclusively  that  the  means  oi  educating 
their  youth  are  now  in  possession  of  the  Liberians. 

LIBERIA  COLLEGE. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  progress  in  the  erection  of  this 
institution  has  continued  for  some  time  arrested  in  consequence 
of  legal  controversies  which  have  arisen  concerning  the  site  i» 
should  occupy.  The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  this  college, 
which  promises  such  great  benefits  to  Liberia,  will,  it  is  hoped, 
be  soon  removed. 

MISSIONS. 

The  great  cause  of  Christian  missions  advances  in  Liberia 
with  increasing  strength  and  success.  It  has  been  especially 
prospered  of  God  during  the  last  year.  While  the  government 
of  Liberia  has  at  all  times  proved  (under  God)  to  the  mission- 
aries a  defence,  they  have  contributed  morally  to  sustain  its 
authority,  to  educate  the  youth,  and  enlighten  the  citizens 
under  its  control  United  by  one  spirit,  the  Methodist,  Baptist, 
Presbyterian,  and  Episcopal  churches  are  there  represented  by 
pious  and  faithful  men  ;  in  their  schools  many  native  Africans 
have  been  trained  to  become  teachers  and  preachers  of  the 
gospel ;  the  spirit  of  holiness  and  power  has  descended  upon 
their  ministry,  and  great  multitudes  within  and  without  the 
Republic  have  been  gathered  into  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

Nor  should  we  omit  to  mention  the  publication  by  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  during  the  last  year  of  the  able  and  learned 
work  of  the  Rev.  T.  J.  Bowen  on  the  language  of  the  people 
of  Yoruba,  near  the  Niger.  Among  these  people  the  author 
resided  as  a  missionary  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Church  for 
several  years,  and  he  has  given  increased  value  to  the  present 
work  by  the  very  clear,  able,  historical  notice  of  the  char- 
acter, customs,  and  religious  ideas  of  these  people,  with  which 
it  is  introduced. 

The  report  of  the  Rev.  John  Orcutt,  Travelling  Secretary  of 
the  Society,  gives  an  encouraging  account  of  his  successful 
labors  during  the  year  in  New  England,  and  of  the  prospects 
of  increased  success  in  future  years.     The  inestimable  bles- 


AMERICAN    COLONIZATION    SOCIETY.  21 

Aacncies— N.  Y.  State  Colonization  Society. 

sings  already  conferred  upon  Africa  through  Liberia  must  com- 
mend this  Society  to  the  earnest  missionary  spirit  of  New 
England. 

AGENCIES. 
The  Rev.  E.  G.  Nicholson  has  continued  his  labors  in  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois  during  the  year;  also  visited  Missouri. 
The  Rev.  B.  0.  Plympton  has  occupied  a  portion  of  Ohio. 
The  Rev.  J.  N.  Danforth,  D.  D-,  has  been  engaged  in  Dela- 
ware and  this  District.  While  the  Rev.  Francis  Butler  was 
appointed  early  in  the  year  to  the  States  of  Maine,  Vermont, 
and.  New  .Hampshire,  and  has  been  much  encouraged  in  his 
work.  A  State  society  is  organized  in  New  Hampshire  under 
favorable  auspices. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  New  York  State  Colonization 
Society,  through  resolutions  presented  to  the  Directors  at  our 
last  anniversary,  expressed  a  conviction  that  a  small  steamer  to 
enter  the  rivers,  and  for  running  as  a  packet  along  the  coast  of 
Liberia,  was  much  needed,  and  should  be  built.  A  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  that  Society  states  :  "  After  full  dis- 
cussion, our  society  resolved  to  have  one  built,  and  I  am 
happy  to  report  that  it  is  now  completed,  and  ready  to  be  sent 
out  as  soon  as  suitable  arrangements  can  be  made  for  having  it 
made  useful  and  placed  in  careful  and  competent  hands.  As 
the  society  could  not,  unaided,  have  undertaken  so  expensive  a 
work  but  for  the  anticipation  of  receiving  a  large  sum  from  the 
executors  of  the  late  Seth  Grosvenor,  esq.,  of  this  city,  and  as 
that  legacy  of  $10,000  has  been  received,  the  steamer  was 
named  after  him — '  The  Seth  Grosvenor.'  " 

"  To  carry  the  mail  regularly,  and  meeting  the  line  of  British 
steamers  at  Cape  Palmas  ;  to  give  rapid  and  certain  intercourse 
from  settlement  to  settlement  on  the  coast ;  to  distribute  mer- 
chandise and  gather  produce  to  the  chief  markets,  it  will  be  of 
the  very  first  importance  ;  and  even  more  valuable,  may  we 
hope  it  will  be,  as  affording  the  government  an  instrument  to 
enforce  its  revenue  laws  and  its  laws  to  preserve  peace  among 
the  native  seacoast  tribes,  by  prohibiting  the  slave  trade. 

We  owe  it  to  the  small  republic,  upon  which  circumstances 
so  early  devolved  the  burden  of  governing  thirty  limes  their 
own  civilized  people,  along  a  coast  of  nearly  six  hundred  miles, 
but  recently  the  haunt  of  slave  traders,  that,  so  far  as  practicable, 
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they  shall  have  facilities  and  co-operation  in  their  difficult  posi- 
tion. 

There  having  been  left  a  legacy  of  $50,000  by  the  former 
president  of  the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society,  Anson 
G.  Phelps,  sen.,  for  a  Liberian  college,  conditional  upon 
securing  $100,000  for  that  purpose,  with  a  view  to  carry  into 
execution  his  generous  purpose,  the  society  and  managers  in 
New  York  have  constantly  endeavored  to  aid  in  obtaining  the 
sum  required  to  secure  his  noble  gift. 

This  season  has  been  marked  by  the  receipt  of  a  liberal 
donation  from  an  aged  couple,  who,  by  economy  and  industry 
as  plain  farmers,  had  laid  aside,  as  the  Lord  had  prospered 
them,  and  devoted  to  His  service  quite  a  large  sum,  $25,000 
of  which  has  been  paid  over  to  our  treasurer,  which  will  go  far 
to  assure  the  completion  of  the  required  sum  and  confirm  the 
bequest. 

This  will  be  doubly  gratifying,  inasmuch  as  it  at  the  same 
time  carries  into  execution  the  purpose  of  the  venerable  donor, 
and  also  secures  for  Africa  the  highest  boon  to  be  given  her — 
a  noble  literary  and  religious  institution. 

The  income  of  our  Society  for  the  year  1859  exceeds  that  of 
any  previous  year. 

Ordinary  donations,         ------  $3,957  00 

Church  collections,          -----  2,135  32 

Legacies, 10,271  65 

Iteported  by  agents,         -         -         -         -         -  2,118  75 

Special  donations,  *          -----  1,227  94 

Endowment  of  professorship  in  college,    -         -  25,000  00 

Income  from  education  funds  -         -         -         -  2,150  00 

Payment  for  Colonization  Journal     -  204  35 


Making  a  total  of 47,065  06 

I  observe  that  $102  in  donations,  $966  42  in  legacies,  have 
been  acknowledged  from  this  State  in  the  African  Repository, 
from  which  publication,  also,  $13  are  acknowledged;  and  if 
these  are  added  to  the  total  paid  to  our  treasurer,  the  State  of 
New  York  appears  to  have  devoted,  in  1859,  to  our  cause, 
$48,144  48. 

With  the  income  from  our  education  fund  this  Society  has 
supported  five  youths  in  the  Episcopal  Mission  School  at  Cape 
Palmas,  under  care  of  Bishop  Payne  ;  six  in  the  Alexander 
High  School  at  Monrovia;  one  young  Liberian  in  a  course  of 
law  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts;  and  another  in  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  dentistry  in  this  city. 

By  the  liberality  of  one  of  the  officers  of  our  Society,  another 
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young  man  is  now  supported  at  the  Ashmun  Institute  in  a 
course  of  studies  preparatory  to  the  Christian  ministry. 

More  than  three  thousand  volumes  of  school  hooks,  and  of 
other  works  fitted  for  the  college  library,  have  been  donated 
and  forwarded  to  Liberia  by  the  members  of  our  Society  during 
the  year. 

Our  Society  has  felt  the  pressure  of  the  monetary  difficulties 
of  the  country  considerably ;  but  on  a  review  of  the  year  we 
find  much  to  be  grateful  for  to  Him  who  is  the  'Author  of  all 
right  desires  and  benign  works.'  " 

FINANCES. 

The  statement  of  the  Financial  Secretary  will  show,  in 
detail,  the  receipts  and  expenditures  and  general  financial  con- 
dition of  the  Society.  We  may  remark,  that  of  the  $32,500 
received  from  the  government,  agreeably  to  contract,  for  the 
support  of  the  recaptured  Africans  sent  out  in  the  Niagara,  more 
than  $25,000  had  been,  by  last  advices,  expended.  From 
the  McDonogh  legacy  has  been  received  during  the  year 
$82,564  18,  and  from  other  sources ;  making  our  entire  re- 
ceipts $160,906  15;  while  the  expenditures  have  been 
$S4,232  34. 

CONCLUSION. 

This  Society  had  its  origin  in  benevolence  to  the  African 
race.  Limited  in  its  action  by  its  constitution  to  free  persons 
of  color,  its  moral  influence  and  results  are  for  the  good  of  men 
of  color  throughout  the  world.  It  was  intended,  and  is  con- 
stitutionally authorized,  to  act  in  co-operation  with  the  general 
government,  and  with  such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt  regu- 
lations on  the  subject.  It  interferes  with  no  freedom  of  human 
agency,  invades  no  rights,  impairs  no  authority,  and  disturbs 
no  relations.  The  great  men  who  founded  it  believed  in  the 
unity  of  the  human  race,  in  the  capacity  of  all  men  for  im- 
provement, and  in  their  obligations  of  mutual  benevolence  to 
each  other.  They  saw  embodied  in  the  successful  establish- 
ment of  a  Christian  State  of  free  men  of  color  on  the  African 
coast  elements  of  ever  growing  power  and  beneficence — an 
object  sublime  enough  to  attract  the  attention  and  gather 
strength  from  the  resources  of  the  States  and  the  nation.  If 
such  views  were  just  then,  are  they  less  so  now  ?  Has  the 
cause  lost  anything  of  its  dignity,  magnitude,  or  promise? 
Appeals  it  not  with  new  force  of  reason  each  successive  year 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  ?  How  well,  how  wisely, 
then,  may  this  Society  and  the  whole  nation  adhere  to  the 
sagacious  and  comprehensive  policy  of  a  Washington  and 
Harper,  a  Carroll  and  Marshall,  a  Madison  and  Clay, 


ANNUAL    MEETING 


The  Forty-third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society  was  held  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday, 
the  17th  of  January,  1860.  The  President  of  the  Society,  the 
Hon.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  took  the  chair.  The  meeting  was  very 
large.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  John  Maclean,  D.  D., 
of  New  Jersey.  Parts  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Society 
were  read  by  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Corresponding  Secretary. 
Addresses  were  made  by  the  Hon.  N.  G.  Taylor,  of  Tennessee ; 
the  Rev.  J.  C.  Stiles,  D.  D. ;  and  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  LL.  D., 
Secretary  of  the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society.  The 
benediction  was  then  pronounced  by  Dr.  Maclean,  and  the 
Society  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock  in  the  office 
of  the  Society. 


Wednesday,  January  IS,  1860. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjournment.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
J.  Maclean  was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  last  year  were  read  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  it  was— 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  given  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Taylor, 
Rev.  Dr.  Stiles,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,  for  their  addresses  before  this  Society 
last  evening,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  furnish  copies  for  the  press. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  nominate  the  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  present 
year.  The  committee  appointed  were  Messrs.  Smith,  Pinney, 
and  Tracy.  The  committee  nominated  the  list  of  last  year, 
with  the  addition  of  W.  W.  Seaton,  esq.,  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
and  Joseph  Fulton,  esq.,  of  Vienna,  New  York. 

Adjourned. 


ADDRESSES  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Hon.  N.  G.  Taylor,  of  Tennessee,  said: 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen — Invited,  as  I  have 
been,  a  day  or  two  since,  to  address  you  this  evening  in  behalf  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  give  a  studied  and  well-prepared  speech.  I  can  only 
offer  you  such  fugitive  thoughts  and  reflections  as  may  be  sug- 
gested by  the  contemplation  of  the  great  subject  which  we  have 
assembled  to  consider. 

Sir,  it  is  a  great  subject,  because  it  involves  the  interests  of  those 
who  have  been  kindly  taken  by  this  humane  Society  and  borne 
to  the  shores  where  their  forefathers  lived,  not  only  because  it 
touches  the  interests  of  thousands  of  the  same  class  yet  remaining 
among  us  here  in  our  own  country,  but  because  it  also  looks  to 
the  highest  interests  of  millions  and  multiplied  millions  of  immortal 
human  beings  in  the  benighted  regions  of  Africa;  because  it  con- 
templates the  building  up,  out  of  elements  in  our  own  midst,  in 
harmony  with  our  social  system,  a  great  Christian  nation  upmi  a 
distant  shore  ;  and  because  its  heaven-inspired  benevolence, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  that  nation,  expects  to  give  to  com- 
merce a  continent  of  boundless  wealth,  to  civilization  a  whole 
quarter  of  the  globe,  and  to  Christianity  one-tenth  of  the  popula- 
tion of  this  earth.  The  fact,  referred  to  in  the  Report,  that  the 
scheme  of  this  Society  had  its  inception  in  the  minds  of  some  of 
our  greatest  statesmen,  (those  of  a  Washington,  Carroll,  Madison, 
Marshall,  and  Clay,)  establishes  the  fact  that  it  is  worthy  of  the 
consideration  of  this  nation. 

Sir,  we  have  in  these  United  States  a  large  class  of  people  whose 
social  condition  amongst  us  requires  that  the  benevolence  of  the 
country  should  provide  for  their  future  welfare.  We  know  that 
in  the  southern  and  in  the  northern  States  are  thousands  of  colored 
persons  who,  from  various  considerations,  have  been  emancipated, 
but  at  the  same  time  their  condition  is  inferior,  and,  of  necessity, 
more  or  less  degraded.  We  know,  also,  that  this  class  operates 
upon  the  population  by  which  it  is  surrounded  deteriously,  in  the 
opinion  of  many  persons  who  have  carefully  investigated  the  sub- 
ject. We  know,  further,  that  measures  have  been  taken  recently 
in  some  of  the  southern  States  to  expel  thousands  of  these  people 
from  the  borders  of  the  States  in  which  they  have  resided.  Other 
States  contemplate  action  in  the  premises.  Circumstances  have 
recently  occurred,  which  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  specifically  to 
mention  to  this  audience,  that  conspire  to  make  it  necessary  that  a 
home  should  be  furnished  for  this  class  of  our  fellow-beings. 
Where  are  the  free  negroes  of  this  country  to  find  a  home?  where  ? 
The  people  of  the  slave  States  believe  that  they  cannot  stay  there  : 
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but  legislative  action  has  been,  is,  and  will  be  taken  to  expel  them 
from  those  States.  The  legislatures  of  the  free  States,  looking  to 
the  interests  of  their  citizens,  have  already  thrown  a  barrier  around 
their  borders,  in  some  instances — in  many  instances,  1  believe, 
sir — to  prevent  the  ingress  of  this  class  of  population  from  other 
States.  If  you  look  to  the  far  west,  thitherward  rolls  the  tide  of 
emigration  of  the  white  race,  and  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
there  will  be  left  no  foot  of  land  uncultivated  by  the  white  man 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States — nay,  sir,  not  a  spot 
upon  the  whole  American  continent  not  inhabited  by  the  white 
race. — (Applause.)  Where,  then,  sir,  is  the  free  negro  to  find  a 
home?  He  cannot  stay  where  he  is ;  he  is  excluded  from  other 
parts  of  the  United  Slates;  he  can  find  no  enduring  home  in  the 
west;  and  I  ask,  then,  where  is  he  to  find  a  home?  The  great 
God,  sir,  that  made  us  all  has  indicated,  in  his  wisdom,  a  place  for 
his  home.  God  Almighty,  in  his  Providence,  has  opened  up  the 
way  to  the  manumitted  slave  and  the  freed  man  of  the  negro  race 
upon  this  continent  to  their  great  inheritance  in  another,  where 
they  can  find  a  resting  place  and  a  home,  and  where  they  can  be- 
come instruments  in  the  Divine  hand  for  the  civilization,  educa- 
tion, and  salvation  of  their  benighted  race. 

I  know,  sir,  it  is  said  that  the  colonization  scheme  is  a  failure; 
that  it  has  been  published  abroad  throughout  the  country,  that  it 
has  failed  to  effect  the  objects  for  which  it  was  designed.  But  with 
all  due  deference  to  the  opinions  of  others,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that, 
to  me,  the  present  indications  are  that,  instead  of  this  great  cause 
dying  out,  it  is  being  revived  again  ;  that  the  period  of  its  most 
successful  operation — the  period  when  its  benevolence  will  be- 
come most  general  and  efficient  for  the  benefit  of  that  unhappy 
portion  of  our  population  to  which  it  is  directed  is  just  beginning 
to  dawn — is  now  upon  us.  The  eye  of  an  omniscient  Providence 
has  looked  over  that  race  and  watched  it  as  well  as  our  own. 
And,  Mr.  President,  there  was  a  period,  not  many  years  ago,  when 
the  Christian  philanthropist,  as  he  surveyed  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  the  millions  sitting  there  in  moral  darkness  and  death,  and 
saw  that  effort  after  effort  had  been  made  to  send  missionaries  of 
our  complexion  to  that  country,  who  had  been  quickly  carried  off 
by  the  malaria  of  those  shores,  felt  his  heart  sink  within  him  while 
apprehending  that  the  day  of  Africa's  redemption  was  indeed 
distant.  But  God  provided  the  way  and  the  means,  of  His  own 
appointment,  for  the  accomplishment  of  great  ends ;  and  placed 
in  the  brains  of  benevolent  men,  as  well  as  in  their  hearts,  the 
idea  of  establishing  upon  the  coast  of  Africa  itself,  a  nucleus 
around  which  could  be  gathered  those  elements  that  would  go  out 
in  their  influence  and  operate  upon  the  great  masses  of  human 
beings  that  are  found  in  that  country.  The  Colonization  Society 
was  instituted,  and,  like  other  great  enterprises,  has  had  its  diffi- 
culties. That  in  its  rise  and  progress  and  development  it  should 
have  had  difficulties  is  not  at  all  surprising:  the  wonder  is  that  it 
has  so  effectually  surmounted  them.  This  fact  is  established  by 
the  report  of  your  Secretary  to  night. 
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What  does  he  tell  us?  That  there  is  already  planted  on  the 
shores  of  Africa  a  nation.  Sir,  forty  years  ago  that  coast  was 
disgraced  by  piracy,  blood,  and  the  inhuman  slave  traffic.  Many 
victims  of  war  were  then  bought  and  sold  there,  and  the  bones  of 
multitudes  slain  in  battle  attested  the  horrors  of  that  cruel  trade. 
How  is  it  now  ?  For  six  hundred  miles  along  the  coast  extends 
the  border  of  a  free  State ;  penetrating  into  the  interior  for  forty 
or  fifty  miles.  You  look  upon  the  map  of  Africa,  and  see  at  one 
point  the  British  colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  with  its  multiplied  agen- 
cies of  civilization,  and  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  with  a  Liberian 
population  of  more  than  ten  thousand,  and  that  of  at  least  from 
one  to  two  hundred  thousand  native  Africans  under  its  free  Chris- 
tian government,  imparting  to  all  ^ie  inspiring  motives  and  the 
immortal  hopes  of  freedom  and  Christianity.  Where  forty  years  ago 
the  smoking  blood  of  the  murdered  victims  of  war  desolating  the 
country  rose  towards  heaven,  invoking  the  wrath  of  the  God  of 
purity  and  holiness,  the  church  spire  glistens  in  the  morning  sun; 
and  where  were  heard  the  sigh  and  groans  of  the  shackled  and 
dying  negro  in  his  wild  haunts,  the  voice  of  prayer  and  the  songs 
of  praise  ascend  to  the  God  of  nations  on  the  morning  and  the 
evening  air. — (Great  applause.) 

That  is  the  place  of  refuge  for  the  negro  of  this  country.  No- 
where in  this  country  is  he  in  social  equality  with  the  white  man  ; 
nor  can  he  be.  The  God  of  nature  has  made  the  distinction  which 
we  cannot  obliterate  if  we  would.  Transplant  him  to  his  native 
soil;  let  him  set  his  foot  on  his  own  Liberia;  he  is  Lord  of  the  as- 
cendant. Then  he  meets  with  his  equals,  and  feels  a  true  man- 
hood beat  in  every  pulse  and  roll  in  every  vein.  There  is  a  home 
for  the  negro. 

But  let  me  say  a  few  words  of  the  present  and  prospective  re- 
sults of  this  colonization  movement.  It  will  remove  from  us  and 
plant  in  their  proper  home  the  manumitted  negroes  of  the  present 
and  future.  I  say  it  will ;  perhaps,  with  more  propriety,  I  should 
say  it  ought  to  do  it.  I  hope  it  will,  and  certainly  it  will  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent.  The  end  is  not  yet.  Nor  is  this  the  only 
object  we  should  have  in  view,  nor  the  only  result  that  will  be 
produced.  The  negro  is  planted  where  the  white  man  too  fre- 
quently dies;  and,  in  the  language  of  another,  "while  Africa  sends 
to  America  a  savage  and  a  slave,  this  Society  gives  to  Africa  a 
freeman  and  a  Christian."  He  is  planted  near  the  wild  aborigines 
of  that  country.  There  they  are.  He  tills  the  soil ;  he  educates 
his  children;  and  an  influence  goes  out  from  him  to  those  around 
him;  and  though  it  may  seem  small,  like  a  bubble  on  the  bosom 
of  the  mighty  ocean,  a  wave  will  go  out  from  that  point  on  the 
coast  that  will  extend  to  the  farthest  limit  of  the  land  ;  an  influence 
that  will  Jive  and  act  until  the  last  of  Africa's  children  shall  feel 
its  regenerating  power.  The  African  can  act  upon  the  African 
more  successfully  than  can  the  foreigner.  The  negro  educated 
either  in  Liberia  or  in  this  country  goes  back  with  Christian  light 
and  life  in  his  soul,  and  messages  of  Divine  love  upon  his  lips,  to 
those  beyond  him,  and  thus  the  tendency  of  the  whole  work  is  to 
enlighten  and  christianize  the  millions  of  Africa. 
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How  vastly,  from  these  influences,  must  the  condition  of  the 
native  African  be  ameliorated  in  his  own  country  during  the  next 
century.  It  is  not.  too  much  to  ho|>e  that  within  the  lifetime  of 
some  now  on  earth  it  will  be  said  of  Africa  as  now  of  our  own 
happy  country — she  is  in  the  midst  of  the  blaze  of  gospel  light; 
and  this  will  be  effected,  in  a  great  degree,  through  the  means  and 
agencies  of  colonization. 

But  with  civilization  come  its  wants  ;  and  in  proportion  as  you 
enlarge  the  circle  of  civilized  men  in  Africa,  in  the  same  propor- 
tion do  you  enlarge  the  commercial  interests  that  centre  around 
and  go  out  from  that  circle.  So  that  our  country  ought  to  look  at 
this  matter  in  a  commercial  point  of  view  ;  to  study  its  commercial 
interests,  and  watch  its  oppogunities  to  advance  them. 

For,  sir,  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when,  instead  of  scores  of 
tons,  there  will  be  hundreds  and  thousands  of  tons  floating  from 
the  shores  of  Africa  to  every  country  upon  the  face  of  the  habi- 
table globe.  Your  report  tells  us  that  the  agriculture  of  Liberia  is 
alreudy  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  that  manufactures,  to  some 
extent,  are  springing  up  in  the  country.  But  it  is  said,  sir,  that 
poverty  and  wretcliednRss  are  found  existing  in  some  parts  of 
Liberia.  Have  new  settlements,  and  in  new  countries,  been  found 
without  them  ?  Grant  that  these  evils  exist;  is  it  strange  when 
you  consider  the  original  poverty  of  our  emigrams,  the  dangers 
incident  to  an  untried  climate,  and  the  wars  in  which  they  have 
been  at  times  engaged,  destroying  some  of  their  villages,  and 
forcing  them  for  a  season  from  their  homes  ;  is  it  strange,  I  say, 
that  such  evils  have  been  experienced  by  the  Liberians?  Yet 
Liberia  stands  to-day  a  government  exercising  a  beneficent  in- 
fluence upon  the  neighboring  countries. 

But,  sir,  the  argument  from  such  a  fact  is  shown  to  be  without 
force  by  the  history  of  the  world.  Suppose,  you,  that  our  fathers 
who  attempted  the  settlement  of  Jamestown,  after  struggling  with 
misfortune,  want,  and  privation,  had  been  pointed  to  as  having 
failed  ;  suppose  that  every  heart  interested  in  that  matter  had 
caught  the  alarm,  and  all  had  given  up  the  enterprise ;  why,  sir, 
Virginia  might  to-day  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  savage,  and 
this  country  remained  a  wilderness. 

But  the  recuperative  power  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  survived  all 
these  difficulties,  and,  under  the  Divine  hand,  brought  our  country 
from  small  beginnings,  until  she  spread  out  her  arms  of  power — 
until,  to  use  a  familiar  phrase,  her  sails  whiten  every  sea  ;  until  our 
country,  like  a  mighty  giant,  stands  with  one  foot  upon  the  At- 
lantic and  the  other  upon  the  Pacific  shore;  while  the  stars  and 
stripes  of  our  glorious  confederacy  float  on  every  breeze. 

Carthage,  you  recollect,  sir — that  great  city  of  northern  Africa — 
had  but  a  feeble  infancy  ;  years,  centuries  intervened  between  her 
littleness  and  her  greatness  ;  but  history  reveals  her  progress  until 
she  was  able  to  cope  with  the  mightiest  of  the  world  in  the  very 
heart  of  Italy.  Thus  has  it  been  with  almost  every  great  enter- 
prise or  great  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Their  beginnings 
have  been  like  those  of  our  great  western  rivers — among  the  dew- 
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drops  in  the  grass  spires  of  the  mountain  side  ;  then  the  streamlets 
and  creeks  forming  the  rushing  river — swelling,  at  last,  to  the 
mighty  father  of  waters,  bearing  the  commerce  of  a  nation  on  its 
bosom,  and  covering  the  great  seas  themselves. 

I  hold  that  the  prospects  around  this  enterprise  are  brighter  than 
they  have  ever  been,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  who  love  their 
race  to  sustain  it  by  prayer,  sympathy,  and  material  aid  ;  and  what- 
ever this  country  shall  do  for  it,  it  will  never  be  the  loser ;  never! 
never!  Liberia,  a  nation,  will  stand  as  a  monument — no,  the 
benefit — of  the  American  people;  a  nation  small  in  its  beginnings, 
but  great  in  its  results.  And  I  venture  to  say,  Mr.  President,  that 
if  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  take  this  enterprise  where 
they  find  it,  bear  it  forward,  jjive  to  it  material  aid  and  support,  for 
every  dollar  expended  in  this  work  of  benevolence,  Africa  will 
return  multiplied  millions  through  the  channels  of  commerce  into 
the  lap  of  America.  But,  sir,  infinitely  over  all,  is  the  preservation 
of  the  great  mass  of  souls,  (for  every  African  of  her  hundreds  of 
millions  has  a  soul,)  emanations  of  that  God  we  worship,  above 
all  these  sordid  considerations.  Look  upon  Africa!  Providence 
never  blest  a  country  with  a  richer  soil  and  resources,  with  more 
abundant  elements  of  greatness,  than  those  conferred  on  Africa, 
But  amid  her  sublime  and  glorious  scenery  man  is  a  savage,  in 
some  places  a  cannibal;  and  what  is  the  mission  of  our  Christian 
Philanthropy,  but  to  go  forth  and  scatter  the  seeds  of  Eternal  Truth, 
what  but  to  go  forth  from  our  light,  with  that  Bread  of  Life  that 
came  down  from  Heaven,  in  our  bands,  even  if  it  be  but  to  cast  it 
upon  the  turbid  waters,  that  it  may  finally  be  gathered  into  the 
garners  of  the  Christian  homes  of  Liberia. 

It  is  clearly  a  part  of  the  mission  of  every  Christian  man,  where- 
ever  he  lives,  to  communicate  the  knowledge  of  Christ  to  the  igno- 
rant and  degraded  nations  of  mankind  It  is  a  high,  a  glorious 
mission.  Our  blessed  Saviour  died  /or  Africa,  as  well  as  America; 
and  for  the  recovery  of  her  millions  from  ruin  we  have  the  men,  the 
acquirements,  the  opportunity  ;  we  have  in  the  American  Coloni- 
zation Society  the  instrumentalities  to  reach  their  case,  in  the 
negroes,  the  liberated  slaves,  if  you  please,  of  this  country.  Yes, 
sir,  many  slaves  in  the  mountains  and  valleys  of  remote  Stales, 
away  down  by  the  cotton  fields  in  the  South,  in  their  cabins  and 
quarters  have  heard  the  Word  of  the  Gospel,  have  looked  upon  the 
Cross  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  been  changed  by  his  love  and  spirit, 
and  now  made  free,  they  are  sent  forth  with  the  lenven  of  Divine  Truth 
and  Grace  to  the  land  of  their  fathers,  they  spread  abroad  the  good  in- 
fluence among  the  dark  tribes  who  have  never  heard  of  the  Gospel, 
or  of  that  Sun  of  Righteousness  which  is  to  be  the  light  of  the 
world.  Thus,  through  these  poor  liberated  slaves,  the  children  of 
Africa  are  brought  to  Him  who  takes  away  their  sins;  and  thus 
God  places  the  whole  continent  of  Africa  in  our  hands,  and  it  be- 
comes us  to  see  that  it  shall  be  redeemed  and  brought  hack  to  God. 
Sir,  that  Republic  of  Liberia  shines  like  a  bright  star  of  promise  on 
the  ebon  brow  of  Africa.  There  she  stands,  for  the  good  of  the 
African  race,  and  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  the  Re- 
deemer of  fh«  WerTd. 
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After  a  few  introductory  remarks,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stiles  said: 

George  Whitfield  was  the  father  of  African  Colonization.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  he  was  the  founder  of  this  Society;  nor  that 
he  lived  .'it  the  time  of  its  formation;  nor  even  that  the  conception 
of  such  an  institution  ever  entered  his  mind.  But  this  fact  is  indis- 
putable. The  great  embryo  thought  of  this  whole  subject,  which, 
in  the  hand  of  men  of  a  subsequent  generation  was  made  to  de- 
velope  the  body,  soul,  spirit  and  history  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  lay  in  the  mind  of  that  great  and  good  man  so  clearly, 
purely,  and  piously,  that  it  found  its  way  to  distinct  record  upon 
the  page  of  American  history. 

Time  was  when  the  Savannah  river  was  the  extreme  southern 
boundary  of  slavery  in  the  United  States.  General  Oglethorpe, 
founder  of  the  Colony  of  Georgia,  was  the  stoutest  sort  of  an  Abo- 
litionist, and  used  his  utmost  efforts  to  prevent  slavery  from  cross- 
ing the  river  and  entering  his  province.  But  Carolina  and  time 
were  too  much  for  him.  The  Carolinians  hired  their  slaves  over 
the  line,  for  five,  twenty,  fifty,  a  hundred  years,  and  slavery  thus 
became  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  thoroughly  radicated  on  the 
southern  side  of  the  Savannah  river. 

At  this  period  in  the  history  of  Georgia,  George  Whitfield  ap- 
peared in  the  presence  of  General  Oglethorpe,  and  thus  addressed 
him:  "  Governor,  surrender!  You  are  a  vanquished  man.  Slavery 
cannot  now  be  dislodged.  Moreover,  Governor,  in  my  opinion, 
the  African  is  better  off  as  a  slave,  than  he  could  be  either  as  a 
savage  in  his  own  country,  or  a  free  man  in  this.  And  let  ine 
further  say,  I  dr)  solemnly  believe  that  He  who  commanded  His 
Church  to  go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature,  in  view  of  the  melancholy  lack  of  missionary  spirit  in  our 
day,  has  actually  brought  these  Africans  across  the  great  waters, 
that  they  might  be  christianized  here,  and  ultimately  return  to 
evangelize  their  own  native  land." 

It  has  been  eloquently  said  by  my  brother,  that  the  negro  cannot 
elevate  himself  here.  He  cannot  find  liberty  on  any  foot  of  our 
Atlantic  coast.  He  cannot  find  a  peaceful,  promising  home  in  all 
our  western  border.  Where  then  shall  he  go?  God  himself  has 
indicated  a  response  to  this  momentous,  this  mysterious  question. 
There  is  a  wonderful  connection  between  the  faith  of  George  Whit- 
field, and  the  history  of  Africa  in  America.  It  is  difficult  to  im- 
agine a  more  perspicuous  or  a  more  promising  plan  for  evangel- 
izing Africa,  than  God  has  successfully  developed  in  the  history  of 
the  black  man  in  our  country.  That  history  is  succinctly  embodied 
in  six  great  facts,  very  remarkably  connected.  Each  constitutes  a 
successive  step  in  the  ptocess  of  African  evangelization,  and  all 
move  directly  toward  that  result. 

The  first  great  fact  is  this:  God,  in  his  providence,  separated  a 
large  mass  of  Africans  from  their  fatherland,  by  the  interposition  of 
thousands  of  miles  of  ocean.  What  a  blow  to  their  paganism  ! 
Go,  ask  the  foreign  missionary,  what  is  the  grand  barrier  to  the 
conversion  of  the  heathen.     He  will  tell  you,  it  is  his  heathen  sur- 
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roundings.  Let  Christianity  make  an  impression  upon  the  dark 
mind  of  the  pagan;  he  carries  back  that  impression  amidst  the 
frowning  heathenism  of  his  parents,  his  kindred,  his  companions, 
his  countrymen, — amidst  all  the  adverse  heathenism  of  the  public 
sentiment,  the  institutions,  the  religion,  and  the  history  of  his 
country.  What  is  the  issue  ?  Why,  such  a  deluge  of  hostile  in- 
fluence must  instantly  extinguish  it.  Let  Christianity  renew  that 
impression  and  confirm  it — yet  when  he  has  overthrown  all  the 
argument  of  his  native  national  prejudices,  the  victory  is  not  won, 
for  he  never  reaches  Christianity  until  he  consents  to  part  forever 
with  property  and  character,  and  caste,  and  peace,  and  perhaps 
life  itself.  How  admirably  wise  God's  act,  in  the  first  great  his- 
torical element  under  consideration,  The  African  s  separation 
from  his  native  country,  cuts  him  off  from  the  fountain  which  sup- 
plied his  paganism  in  the  beginning,  and  sustained  it  under  all 
adverse  pressure;  and  so  changes  his  condition  that  a  surrender  of 
his  heatheniMii  so  far  from  quit-claiming  all  earthly  good,  rather 
works  a  saving  of  his  character,  standing,  happiness,  and  all. 

The  second  great  fact  in  the  history  of  the  colored  population  in 
our  country,  is  this:  God  caused  the  exported  Africans  to  be 
landed  on  our  shores.  What  a  direct  movement  to  substitute  our 
Christianity  for  their  paganism  !  There  is  no  other  conceivable 
method,  whereby  so  immense  and  efficient  a  body  of  christianizing 
influence  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them.  The  2°spel  power 
is  not  now  confined  to  the  verbal  presentation  of  an  abstract 
dogma,  as  in  heathen  lands;  but  Christianity  is  personified  and 
displayed  in  the  entire  structure  and  progress  of  society.  Its 
superior  intelligence,  virtue,  power,  and  felicity,  are  not  now  left 
even  to  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  and  the  Pulpit,  but  in  all  their 
most  intelligent  and  admirable  results  are  reflected  on  every  hand, 
socially,  politically,  commercially,  manually  ;  nay,  from  every  object 
on  which  the  eye  rests,  from  every  sound  that  reaches  the  ear,  and 
every  instrument  the  hand  toucheSj  a  new  truth — a  civilizing,  re- 
fining, christianizing  truth — must  make  its  way  into  the  dark  mind 
of  the  imported  pagan. 

The  third  great  fact  is  this  :  These  Africans  were  landed  on  our 
shores  and  are  still  domesticated  amongst  us,  as  slaves.  What  a 
powerful,  two-fold  bearing  has  this  condition  of  things  upon  the 
ultimate  return  of  their  posterity  to  their  native  country,  as  well- 
trained  Christian  evangelists!  This  relation  of  slaves  to  masters 
contributes  to  their  conversion.  The  mightiest  power  known  to  a 
slave,  is  the  power  of  the  master.  Indeed  the  relation  of  slave  and 
master  is  little  more  than  the  relation  of  an  inferior  receiving  his 
all  from  a  superior.  From  the  master,  the  slave  receives  food, 
raiment,  shelter,  direction,  instruction,  protection  ;  nay,  he  looks  to 
him  for  all  his  temporal  good.  When  the  superior  speaks,  it  is  es- 
pecially vital  to  this  relation  that  the  inferior  should  give  heed. 
When,  therefore,  the  master  bends  over  the  servant,  to  give  him 
the  gospel,  as  he  takes  all  else  from  the  master,  he  receives  this 
also,  and  very  generally  with  a  very  teachable  and  grateful  heart. 
This  relation  contributes  another  most  necessarv  influence  toward 
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the  great  end.  If  the  Africans  brought  to  this  country  were  not 
multiplied  and  perpetuated,  the  great  missionary  plan  must  prove  an 
abortion.  Had  the  imported  Africans  been  made  freemen  on  their 
landing  among  us,  they  would  have  died  out  in  the  very  first  gene- 
ration. They  could  just  as  easdy  have  bailed  out  the  ocean,  and 
walked  home  to  Africa  dry-shod,  as  they  could  have  fed  and  clothed 
and  housed,  and  taught,  and  protected,  and  evangelized  and  Chris- 
tianized themselves,  without  the  aid  of  the  master.  The  relation  of 
master  and  slave,  the  third  great  fact  in  their  history  you  perceive 
both  perpetuates  the  race  from  age  to  age,  and  opens  their  hearts 
to  the  influence  of  the  gospel. 

The  fourth  great  fact  in  th*  history  is  this:  The  wonderful  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  among  our 
imported  heathen.  Not  many  weeks  since,  I  entered  the  office  of 
the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  enquired  what 
was  computed  to  be  the  number  of  heathen  converts  to  Christian- 
ity, in  all  the  missionary  stations  of  the  world.  By  the  last  com- 
putation, I  was  informed,  about  170  or  180,000.  Fix  your  eye 
upon  that  fraction  of  the  heathen  which  God  brought  across  the 
Atlantic,  to  this  country.  This  day,  the  Methodist  Church,  South, 
enrolls  as  large  a  number  of  colored,  or  quasi  heathen  members,  as 
do  all  the  Christian  denominations  in  all  the  Pagan  world.  This 
day,  the  Baptist  Church,  South,  enrolls  as  large  a  colored  church 
membership  as  the  Church  of  God.  beside,  has  gathered  on  all  the 
heathen  ground  of  the  earth.  This  day,  the  Old  School,  .New 
School,  and  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian,  the  Episcopalian,  the 
Protestant  Methodist,  the  Lutheran,  and  various  other  Sourthern 
churches,  have  a  colored  church  membership,  which  combined  will 
probably  be  found  not  inferior  in  number  to  that  of  the  Methodist 
or  the  Baptist.  I  would  not  be  understood  to  speak  wiih  exact 
accuracy.  But  this  I  express  as  my  strong  conviction.  Examine 
the  posterity  of  all  those  Africans,  which,  in  years  gone  by, 
Providence  suffered  to  be  introduced  into  our  country,  and  you 
will  find  that  Southern  Christians  have  been  assisted  to  convert  to 
Christianity  three  times  as  many  of  them  as  all  Christendom  have 
been  enabled  to  gather  from  all  the  remaining  heathen  of  the  world. 
I  need  not  trace  the  bearing  of  this  fact  upon  the  execution  of  the 
missionary  plan  of  evangelizing  Africa,  by  Africans  civilized  and 
christianized  in  our  country. 

The  fifth  great  fact  in  the  history,  conducts  back  to  Africa  the 
evangelizing  elements  prepared  in  this  country.  Multitudes  of 
them,  it  will  be  remembered,  are  perpetually  reaching  the  condition 
ef  freedom,  by  their  own  exertions,  or  by  the  kind  emancipation  of 
their  masters.  It  is  a  speaking  fact,  that  toward  this  class  of  our 
colored  population,  there  is  directed  a  growingly  powerful  expulsive 
force,  both  at  the  North  and  the  South.  There  is  springing  up 
simultaneously  in  the  hearts  of  the  most  enlightened  of  our  free 
colored  population  a  disposition  to  expatriation,  for  they  are  per- 
fectly convinced,  that  liberty,  equal  liberty,  they  never,  never  will 
be  permitted  to  enjoy  in  this  country.  And,  finally,  God  has  raised 
op  a  hast  of  strong  friends  of  African  Colonization,  North  and 
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Souih,  East  and  West,  who  have  provided  homes  for  them  in  their 
native  land,  and  all  the  facilities  of  conveyance  across  the  waters. 

The  last  and  crowning  historical  .fact,  presents  us  the  man  of 
color  restored  to  freedom,  and  by  his  stale  of  personal  civilization 
and  Christianity,  going  back  to  his  own  country  every  way  qaalihed 
to  officiate  in  enlightening,  civilizing,  pacifying,  elevating  and 
christianizing  her  degraded  population.  It  is  an  interesting  fact, 
that,  two  hundred  and  twenty  years  after  the  first  black  man  was 
brought  to  this  country,  the  American  Colonization  Society  com- 
menced to  return  the  man  of  color  to  his  native  land.  And  it  is  a 
yet  more  important  result,  that,  in  spite  of  manifold  discourage- 
ments, there,  on  the  shores  of  Africa,  are  multitudes  of  returned 
natives,  dwelling  this  day  in  villages  and  cities,  which  present,  to 
the  admiring  and  astonished  nations  around  them,  nil  the  instruc- 
tive and  attractive  institutions,  attainments  and  enjoyments  of  civi- 
lized and  christianized  society.  And  if  there  can  be  one  fact  yet 
more  interesting  than  even  this,  it  is  found  in  the  intelligence 
brought  us  by  every  mail  from  Africa,  that,  while  on  the  one  hand 
the  colored  emigrant  from  this  country  is  better  qualified  to  act  as 
an  African  evangelist  than  the  white  missionary,  by  a  constitution 
better  suited  to  the  climate,  and  by  a  complexion  less  exposed  to 
prejudice, — on  the  other,  the  natives  of  the  country,  far  and  near, 
are  importuning  them  to  come  and  communicate  to  them  their 
seemingly  purer  religion  and  their  visibly  advanced  civilization. 

Mr.  President,  look  at  these  six  facts.  How  do  they  appear  to 
your  eye?  As  isolated,  unconnected  events?  No,  Sir!  This 
whole  operation  is  the  fruit  of  mind.  Do  you  doubt  it  ?  The 
traveler  in  a  desert  region  picks  up  a  pen..  Can  that  man  doubt  for 
one  instant  that  this  instrument  is  the  product  of  mind1.  Analyze 
it.  It  is  the  result  of  six  successive  movements  of  the  knife  upon 
a  quill,  each  one  of  which  is  positively  contributory  and  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  construction  of  a  delineating  instrument.  That 
man  is  a  fool  who  contends  that  there  is  no  intellect  here,  and  that 
chance  made  this  pen.  Now,  Sir,  here  are  six  facts.  They  con- 
stitute a  process  and  a  result — a  continuance  and  an  end — a  pal- 
pable missionary  plan,  each  successive  step  of  which  contributes 
directly  to  produce  the  necessary  missionary  result.  Two  grand 
works,  you  perceive,  must  be  effected.  The  parties  must  first  be 
qualified  to  evangelize  by  conversion,  then  returned  to  the  field  to 
be  evangelized.  Look  on  and  see  how  systematically  God  has 
accomplished  both.  By  the  first  fact,  God  takes  away  their  pagan- 
ism. By  the  second,  God  places  them  under  powerful  Christian  in- 
fluence. By  the  third,  God  preserves  them  from  destruction,  and 
disposes  them  to  receive  Christianity.  By  the  fourth,  God  wonder- 
fully converts  them.  By  the  fifth,  Providence  works  their  expulsion 
from  this  country  and  their  inclination  to  return  to  their  own.  By 
the  sixth,  they  are  restored  to  their  native  land  all  qualified,  estab- 
lished, furnished  to  do  the  work.  Will  any  man  stultify  himself  by 
affirming  that  all  this  was  fortuitous?  Rather,  who  does  not  see 
God's  hand  verifying  the  prediction  of  George  Whitfield,  and  exe- 
cuting a  great  missionary  movement,  by  all  the  history  of  the  col- 
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ored  man  in  America.  Yes!  Mr.  President,  beyond  all  doubt,  tbe 
Colonization  Society  is  the  device  of  Divinity,  to  spread  the  glori- 
ous lio-ht  of  the  gospel  over  the  dark  bosom  of  Africa.  Let  every 
f^ood  man,  therefore,  enlist  under  the  banner  of  this  noble  institu- 
tion, and  let  him  bring  an  enterprise  of  soul  somewhat  commensu- 
rate with  the  benignity,  the  majesty,  the  great  glory  of  that  divine 
enterprise  he  advances  to  promote. 

I  rarely  recur  to  the  history  which  connects  Africa  and  America, 
without  a  cheering  recollection  of  the  animated  language  of  Moses, 
on  a  memorable  occasion — "  For  ask  now  of  the  days  that  are  past 
which  were  before  thee,  since  the  days  that  God  created  man  upon 
earth.  And  ask  from  the  one  end  of  Heaven  unto  the  other, 
whether  there  hath  been  any  such  thing  as  this  great  thing  is,  or 
hath  been  heard  like  it.  Hath  God  assayed  to  go  and  take  hence 
a  nation  from  the  midst  of  another  nation  by  temptations,  by  signs, 
and  by  wonders,  and  by  war,  and  by  a  mighty  hand,  and  by  a 
stretched  out  arm,  and  by  great  terrors,  according  to  al!  that  the 
Lord  did  for  you  in  Egypt  before  your  eyes." 

Tell  me!   Does  not  our  case  furnish  an  approximation  at  least  to 
the  wonderful  movement,  which  so  vehemenily  roused  the  admira- 
tion of  the  man  of  God?     In  the  days  of  Moses,  God  drew  forth 
Israel  from  temporal  bondage  in  the  bosom  of  a  heathen  nation, 
that  He  might  educate  His  people  to  fling  spiritual  liberty  around 
the  world.     In  the  days   of  our  fathers,  God   brought  the  heathen 
sons  of  Africa  into  temporal  bondage  in  the  bosom  of  our  Christian 
country,  that  he  might  here  educate  them  to  carry  back  the  glorious 
blessings  of  tha  gospel  to  the  benighted  tribes,  which  spread  over 
the  dark  land  whence  they  came.     Rest  assured  of  it,  God's  mind, 
heart  and  hand  are  all  engaged,  deeply  engaged,  in  this  sublime  en- 
terprise to  overthrow  the  horrid,  dominant,  destructive  superstitions 
of  Africa.     And  rest  assured  of  it,  we  have  here  the  one  only  test  of 
the   one   only  nobleman  upon   the   face   of  the  earth.     I  care  not 
what  your  talents,  your  courage,  your  benevolence,  your  dignity, 
your  morality,  your  magnanimity  !     If  you  have  not  a  heart  as  large 
as  the  world  ;  if  you  cannot  throw  your  sympathy  across  the  great 
waters  and  seize  the  poor  perishing  African,  and  long  to  help  him; 
if  you   have   no   soul   to   study,  to  appreciate,  and  to  adopt  God's 
glorious  movement  for  his  redemption  ;   in  a  word,  if  you  feel  noth- 
ing stirring  within  you  to  come  up  and  co-work  with  God,  in  the 
evangelization  of  Africa,  and  the  conversion  of  the  world,  you  may 
record   it   as    an   established   fact,  that  you  are  a  man  of  a  narrow 
heart,  a  descendant  of  the  energy  and  benevolence  of  Heaven,  but 
cursed  to  destruction  by  the  wilful  indulgence  of  a  supine  and  self- 
ish spirit.     Escape  fallen  man  this  profound  degredation  forthwith, 
and  enroll  yourself,  among  the  zealous  advocates  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society  this  very  night. 
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The  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney  then  said  : 

Mr.  President — I  am  sorry  you  have  called  upon  me  to  say 
anything,  after  the  eloquent  addresses  from  the  speakers  who  have 
preceded  me.  No  one  will  have  an  interest  to  hear  me  after  being 
enchanted  by  Dr.  Stiles. 

As  to  the  detailed  statements  to  which  allusion  was  made,  rela- 
tive to  the  condition  of  Liberia,  and  in  correction  of  some  preva- 
lent errors  as  to  the  real  progress  already  made  there,  they  are  out 
of  the  question,  at  this  late  hour,  and  as  they  are  fully  set  forth  from 
time  to  time  in  the  African  Repository,  I  cannot  do  better  than  to 
recommend  that  all  the  audience  go  to-morrow  and  subscribe  for 
the  Repository.  Concerning  the  squalor,  and  hardship,  and  suf- 
fering, which  is  represented  to  exist  in  Liberia,  we  say  that  except 
so  much  as  is  incident  to  all  communities,  that  in  Liberia  is  but  a 
brief  incident,  the  correction  of  which  is  already  at  hand,  and 
which  chiefly  resulted  from  the  proximity  of  our  settlements  to  the 
mangrove  swamps  near  the  sea  coast.  By  forming  settlements  in 
the  interior,  already  so  successfully  begun  at  Careysburg,  the 
remedy  will  be  almost  certain.  Ignorance,  rashness,  and  impru- 
dent exposure,  are  the  causes  of  death  to  many  enterprising  men 
soon  after  their  arrival,  and  as  nearly  all  are  without  property,  there 
will  necessarily  be  suffering  and  want  among  the  widows  and 
orphans  who  survive. 

But  even  these  hardships  are  not  always  an  evil,  as  not  a  few, 
compelled  to  struggle,  grow  up  with  vigor  and  energy  to  battle  in 
the  conflict  of  life.  These  hardships  are  not  the  great  hindrance 
to  this  noble  Colonization  work.  Suspicions,  of  the  most  opposite 
kind,  from  the  extremes  o^our  land,  have  existed  from  the  very  be- 
ginning of  our  work.  At  the  South,  there  has  been  a  fear  that  the 
Society  was  in  disguise,  an  Abolition  movement,  while  by  the  ultra 
Abolitionists  of  the  North  it  has  been  considered  a  scheme  to  prop 
up  slavery  ;  and  for  these  contrary  reasons  bitterly  opposed.  Time 
will  work  a  remedy  for  these,  and  meanwhile  waiting  in  hope  we 
have  reason  to  recognize  the  signal  prosperity  of  our  Society  and 
of  the  Republic  of  Liberia  during  the  year  1859.  The  great  field 
of  Missions  in  Africa  first  attracted  me  there,  anticipating  that  the 
work  would  soon  be  done.  The  experience  of  a  few  years  forced 
the  conviction  on  my  mind,  that,  as  Dr.  Stiles  has  so  forcibly  said, 
a  wise  Providence  had  prepared  among  the  christianized  and  civi- 
lized sons  of  Africa  in  America,  the  instruments  most  available  for 
the  work  of  Missions  in  Africa.  In  this  great  truth  is  the  strength 
of  our  cause,  and  therefore  it  will  not  fail,  nor  be  abandoned. 
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Washington  City,  January  17,  i860. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society  met  this  day  at  12  o'clock,  in  the  Lecture  Room  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  the  City  of  Washington. 

The  Hon.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  President  of  the  Society,  being 
unavoidably  absent,  the  Rev.  John  Maclean,  D.  D.,  of  New 
Jersey,  was  called  to  preside. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,  of  New  York. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Tracy  and  Pinney  were  appointed  a 
committee  on  credentials. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  reported  as  entitled  to  seats  in 
the  Board  : 

Life  Directors  present. 

John  P.  Crozer,  Esq.,  Penn.;  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  D.  C; 
Dr.  James  Hall,  Baltimore;  Rev.  John  Maclean,  New 
Jersey ;  Rev.  Wm.  McLain,  D.  C;  Rev.  John  Orcutt,  Conn.; 
Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  New  York;  Solomon  Sturgis,  Esq.,  Illi- 
nois; Rev.  .Joseph  Tracy,  Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts — Hon.  A.  H.  Rice. 

Connecticut — Hon.  W.  A.  Buckingham,  Hon.  S.  H.  Hun- 
tington, Hon.  J.  A.  Rockwell,  Gen.  E.  A.  Elliott,  Rev. 
R.  J.  Cone. 

New  York — Hon.  D.  S.  Gregory,  Caleb  Swan,  Esq.,  Hon. 
James  W.  Beekman,  W.  E.  Dodge,  Esq.,  Hon.  E.  G. 
Spaulding,  Smith  Bloomfield,  Esq.,  Francis  Hall,  Esq. 

Pennsylvania — Wm.  V.  Pettit,  Esq.,  Wm.  Coppinger,  Esq. 


BOARD    OF    DIRECTORS.  37 

.standing  Coimiiiiic.    of  the  Board. 

The  Hon.  N.  G.  Taylor,  of  Tennessee,  George  S.  Hall, 
Esq.,  of  Baltimore,  the  Rev.  Philip  Slaughter,  and  Rev. 
T.  B.  Balch,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Norton,  of  Virginia,  were  invited 
to  sit  with  the  Board  as  corresponding  members. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  concluded  with 
the  iollowing  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Financial  Secretary,  at  each  annual 
meeting,  to  furnish  the  Committee  on  Credentials  with  a  Statement  of  the 
amount  of  funds  received  from  each  State  and  Territory,  and  with  the  amount 
expended  by  this  Society,  in.  cash,  for  salaries  and  agencies. 

The  record  of  last  year's  proceedings  was  read  by  the  Fi- 
nancial Secretary. 

The  Annual  Report  was  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  ; 
and  Messrs.  Tracy  and  Huntington  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  confer  with  him  in  regard  to  the  parts  to  be  read  this  evening. 

On  motion  of  the  same,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare a  resolution  expressive  of  the  sense  entertained  by  this 
Board  of  the  high  value  of  the  services  rendered  to  the  cause 
during  the  year  by  the  President  of  the  Society. 


Wednesday,  January  18,  1860. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment — Rev.  Dr.  Ma  clean 
in  the  chair. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tracy,  the  minutes  of  the 
session  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Chairman  announced  the  Standing  Committees  of  the 
Board,  as  follows  : 

1.  On  Foreign  Relations,  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,  and  Hon.  A.  H. 
Rice, 

2.  On  Finance,  Rev.  Dr.  Tracy,  and  W.  E.  Dodge,  Esq. 

3.  On  Auxiliary  Societies,  Hon.  S.  H.  Huntington,  and 
S.  Sturgis,  Esq. 

4.  On  Agencies,  Dr.  L.  A.  Smith,  and  W.  Coppinger,  Esq. 

5.  On  Accounts,  Dr.  James  Hall,  and  Rev.  R.  J.  Cone. 

6.  On  Emigration,  John  P.  Crozer,  Esq.,  and  S.  Bloom- 
field,  Esq. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Tracy,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Annual  Report  as  relates  to  Foreign  Relations, 
to  Finance,  to  Auxiliary  Societies,  to  Agencies,  ti>  Accounts,  and  to  Emigra- 
tion, be  referred  to  the  committees  on  those  subjects  respectively. 
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The  following  letter  from  the  Hon.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Pre- 
sident of  the  Society,  was  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary : 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colonization  Society — 

Gentlemen:  I  find,  with  very  great  regret,  that  the  trial  of  an  important 
case,  in  which  I  am  occupied  here,  will  prevent  my  presiding  at  the  business 
meetings  of  the  present  session  of  the  Board.  1  regret  this,  especially,  because 
I  regard  the  occasion  as  one  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  to  our  cause.  The 
public  mind  is  unusually  excited  upon  the  subject  of  the  colored  population; 
and  although  slavery,  in  its  different  aspects,  is  the  main  topic  of  discussion, 
yet  the  free  people  of  color,  to  whom  our  labors  immediately  refer,  are  deeply 
concerned  in  what  is  taking  place  in  this  connection.  It  was  to  provide  a  home 
for  those  when  circumstances  beyond  human  control  made  their  removal  from 
the  United  States  a  necessity,  recognized  by  themselves,  that  the  colonies  on 
the  west  coast  of  Africa,  now  known  as  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  were  founded. 
It  was  long  ago  anticipated  that  the  natural  increase  and  foreign  emigration 
would  sooner  or  later  produce  a  competition  among  the  laboring  classes,  in 
which  the  free  colored  man  would  be  driven  to  the  wall. 

This  competition  is  now  everywhere  observable,  and  the  free  people  of  color 
are  everywhere  the  sufferers.  Instances  of  wealth  are  doubtless  more  nume- 
rous among  them;  their  intelligence  is  greater,  and  education  is  more  diffused 
than  formerly;  but  the  condition  of  the  great  body,  and  their  relations  to  the 
whites  are  inferior  to  what  they  were  when  our  Society  was  organized.  It  is 
annually  becoming  worse.  It  cannot  be  otherwise.  The  causes  of  its  deterio- 
ration are  still  accumulating  day  by  d?.y  in  the  ever  increasing  population  of 
our  country. 

Formerly  the  pressure  upon  the  free  people  of  color  was  in  some  sort  elastic 
and  bearable,  as  the  west  attracted  the  competing  labor.  But  the  west  is  filling 
up.  The  public  domain  is  passing  rapidly  into  the  hands  of  individuals,  and 
as  the  throng  upon  the  Atlantic  border  and  all  the  great  cities  is  multiplied,  the 
1  /essure  is  in  a  fair  way  to  become  intolerable.  This  is  not  a  matter  of  specu- 
lation, but  of  figures.  At  the  first  census,  in  1790,  the  entire  population  of  the 
United  States  was  not  far  from  four  millions.  When  our  Society  was  orga- 
nized in  1816  it  was  estimated  at  about  nine  millions.  The  average  of  the  six 
past  decades  will  give  a  population,  in  1900,  of  one  hundred  millions,  and  in 
seven  decades  (seventy  years  only)  from  1860  it  will,  in  all  probability,  exceed 
two  hundred  and  thirty  millions.  What  then  will  be  the  condition  of  the  free 
people  of  color  if  they  remain  where  they  are  ?  Excluded  even  now  from 
many  an  accustomed  calling  by  a  white  rivalry,  is  it  likely  their  prospects  will 
be  improved  when  such  rivalry  shall  have  increased  seven-fold  ? 

But  the  increase  of  population  operates  so  quietly  as  to  attract  but  little 
observation  from  day  to  day,  and  it  requires  some  startling  concurrence  of  cir- 
cumstances to  procure  for  it,  in  this  connection ,  the  attention  it  deserves.  Now, 
however,  when  all  men's  minds  are  excited  as  regards  the  future  of  our  country, 
it  is  only  reasonable  to  suppose  that  ihe  views  here  suggested  will  not  be  alto- 
gether overlooked.  They  are  those  which  have  been  entertained  from  the 
beginning  by  the  orignators  and  supporters  of  the  colonization  scheme;  and  as 
time  has  illustrated  their  truth,  it  has  entitled  them  to  the  gravest  consideration 
from  the  statesmen  and  philanthropists  of  the  day. 

But  the  increase  of  population  is  not  the  only  circumstance  now  to  be  re- 
garded by  the  free  people  of  color  and  their  friends.     Hitherto  emigration, 
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whenever  it  has  taken  place,  has  been  voluntary.  It  has  always  been  optional 
with  the  free  colored  man  to  go  or  stay.  Now,  however,  compulsory  emigra 
tion  is  threatened  in  more  than  one  State  of  the  Union,  presenting  to  the  class 
in  question  the  alternatives  of  slavery  or  removal;  and  although  law,justice, 
religion,  and  the  commonest  humanity  revolt  at  the  idea,  yet  the  mere  existence 
of  the  feeling  that  suggests  it,  should  induce  the  objects  of  it  to  ponder  well  a 
future,  among  whose  possibilities  may  be  the  execution  of  a  threat,  which  is 
now,  we  trust,  for  the  honor  of  our  country,  but  the  brutem  fulmen  of  a  tempo- 
rary excitement.  Whether  the  free  people  of  color  take  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, or  look  to  the  increase  of  population  as  the  only  matter  that  can  afiect 
them,  we  may  now  feel  confident  that  the  day  is  not  remote  when  they  will 
appreciate,  as  they  deserve,  and  bless  the  wisdom  and  the  forecast  of  those 
who  prepared  for  them  in  Africa  a  home  where,  protected  by  climate,  as  by  an 
impregnable  rampart,  against  the  encroachments  of  the  white  man,  they  may 
develope,  in  a  separate  nationality,  their  capacity  and  power. 

So  much  for  colonization  as  it  bears  upon  the  free  people  of  color.  But  it 
has  other  and  equally  important  relations.  It  presents  the  only  platform,  in 
this  connection,  upon  which  the  north  and  south  can  meet.  Eschewing  all 
discussion  in  regard  to  slavery,  it  limits  itself  to  the  removal  to  Liberia  of  those 
who  are  willing  to  emigrate.  Whether  it  is  a  free  colored  man  from  the  north 
desirous  to  escape  from  the  coming  pressure,  or  to  better  his  condition,  or  an 
emancipated  slave  whom  the  laws  of  a  southern  State  may  require  to  be  re- 
moved, it  is  the  same  to  the  Society.  Both  have  their  functions  to  fulfil  in 
their  new  home,  in  building  up  a  nation  there  which,  commending  itself  to  the 
Christian  as  a  vast  missionary  agency  for  evangelizing  a  continent,  should  be 
looked  upon  by  the  Statesmen  of  our  country,  north  and  south,  as  the  refuge 
of  a  people  whose  remaining  here  must  involve,  necessarily,  all  the  evils 
attendant  upon  the  existence  in  the  same  land  of  two  distinct  races  of  free- 
men, between  whom  amalgamation  by  intermarriage  must  be  regarded  as  impos- 
sible, and  the  most  prominent  of  which  must  be  a  strife  for  bread,  involving 
equally  the  great  body  of  both  classes  of  the  population. 

Seeing,  then,  in  every  aspect  of  our  cause,  so  many  reasons  at  this  time  for 
perseverance  in  its  regard,  I  especially  regret  my  inability  to  preside  over  your 
present  deliberations.  But  I  am  very  sure  that  their  result  will  be  the  promo- 
tion of  the  efficiency  of  the  Society,  and  that,  uninfluenced  by  outside  agita- 
tions, and  adhering  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our  constitution,  which  limits  our 
action  to  "  the  removal  of  the  free  colored  people  of  the  United  States,  with 
their  own  consent,  to  Africa,"  the  Board  will  be  content  to  abide  the  time  when 
the  operations  of  the  causes  that  have  beer,  referred  to  will  result  in  the  full 
and  perfect  fruition  of  the  great  scheme  of  African  colonization. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  H.  B.  Latrobe, 

Pres.  Jim.  Col.  Soc. 

Baltimore,  January  IC,  1860. 

A  report  was  read  from  Dr.  James  Hall,  as  agent  and  treas- 
urer for  the  ship  Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  dated  Baltimore,  Jan- 
uary 16th,  and  on  motion,  was  referred,  with  a  printed  summary 
of  the  receipts  and  payments  for  the  same,  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 
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Baltimore,  January  16,  1860. 
Rev.  Wm,  McLain,  Financial  Secretary  and  Treasurer  A.  C.  S. — 

Dear  Sin:  In  addition  to  the  accounts  current  with  the  ship  Mary  Caroline 
Stevens,  which  I  have  from  time  to  time  transmitted  to  you  during  the  past 
year,  I  take  the  liberty  to  hand  you  herewith  two  other  papers,  which  I  beg 
you  will  lay  before  the  Board  of  Directors,  that  those  who  feel  a  special  interest 
in  the  concerns  of  the  ship  may  be  able  to  see  at  a  glance  the  result  of  her 
operations.  1st.  A  summary  of  her  expenses  and  earnings  during  the  past 
year;  2d.  A  general  exhibit  of  the  same  for  the  entire  period  she  has  been  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  Society,  with  some  explanatory  remarks. 

It  will  appear  on  examination  of  these  papers  that  the  ship  has  just  about 
paid  her  current  expenses,  including  insurance  and  the  interest  on  her  estimated 
value;  creating  no  surplus  fund  by  which  her  place  may  be  supplied  when  she 
shall  be  no  longer  fit  for  service. 

This  result  certainly  is  not  what  was  expected,  even  by  those  who  most 
strongly  opposed  the  chimerical  scheme  of  running  a  steamer  of  large  tonnage 
between  the  United  States  and  Liberia.  I,  for  one,  entertained  not  a  doubt  but 
a  good  ship  like  the  Mary  Caroline  Stevens  would  pay  all  current  charges  of 
sailing,  repairs,  insurance,  and  interest  on  her  cost,  and  gradually  stock  a  capital 
that  would  supply  her  place  when  either  lost  or  worn  out.  Why  she  has  not 
done  this  will  at  once  appear  on  examination  of  the  estimates  referred  to.  In 
the  first  place,  she  has  never  yet  had  her  full  complement  of  emigrants.  Her 
average  has  been  a  fraction  less  than  120,  when  she  could  carry  over  200;  a 
diminution  in  each  voyage,  in  this  one  item,  of  $3,000: — or  $6,000  annually. 
This  alone,  if  earned  and  laid  by,  would  buy  a  ship  of  the  cost  of  the  Stevens 
in  less  than  eight  years.  Neither  has  she  in  but  one  instance  had  a  full  com- 
plement of  cabin  passengers,  and  upon  an  average  not  over  half  the  number 
she  could  well  accommodate.  The  cost  of  the  ship  in  construction  was  in- 
creased several  thousand  dollars  to  render  her  commodious  for  this  purpose, 
that  she  might  be  considered  not  only  a  Colonization  but  a  Missionary  ship;  and 
it  was  hoped  that  the  various  missionary  societies  in  the  United  States  would 
endeavor  to  co-operate  with  the  Colonization  Society,  and  consider  the  ship  as 
the  Missionary's  home  while  crossing  the  Atlantic  and  in  voyaging  up  and  down 
the  coast.  I  regret  to  say  I  have  found  no  such  disposition  manifested.  True, 
many  of  the  Societies  have  sent  Missionaries  and  freight  by  the  ship,  but  quite 
as  often  by  other  vessels  from  our  Atlantic  ports;  and  I  am  bold  to  say,  from 
no  Jul  cause  of  complaint  as  to  the  accommodations  of  the  Ship,  the  character 
of  her  officers,  or  the  provisions  put  on  board  for  their  use.  Few  sailing 
vessels  leave  any  port  in  the  United  States  under  better  management  or  afford- 
ing better  accommodations  for  cabin  passengers  in  every  respect  than  the  Mary 
Caroline  Stevens. 

The  freight  home  has  averaged  less  than  one-quarter  of  the  capacity  of  the 
ship;  in  fact,  the  first  year,  entire,  it  only  amounted  to  $164  30,  and  on  the 
third  voyage  but  to  $210.  In  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  voyages  it  has 
averaged  near  $2,000,  and  may  be  considered  as  promising  an  increase  in  future. 
The  greater  part  of  this  freight,  however,  has  been  furnished  by  the  Agent  of 
the  Ship. 

Should  emigration  receive  a  new  impetus,  as  we  confidently  hope,  a  few- 
years  will  enable  the  Ship  to  stock  a  sum  sufficient  to  supply  her  place  in  case 
of  loss  or  unseaworthiness:  or  should  she  receive  that  patronage  in  cabin  pas- 
sengers which  we  had  reason  to  hope,  and  the  home  freight  increase  to  the 
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extent  of  even  half  her  capacity,  then  the  same  result  may  be  accomplished. 
The  Agent  has  taken  measures  for  opening  a  timber  trade  with  Liberia,  which, 
if  successful,  will  not  only  prove  advantageous  to  the  Republic,  by  creating  a 
new  article  of  export,  but  will,  no  doubt,  materially  increase  the  home  freight 
of  the  ship. 

Independent  of  pecuniary  considerations,  the  regular  running  of  the  ship  has 
fully  answered  the  expectations  of  the  advocates  for  the  measure.  Africa  is 
brought  nearer  to  America;  and  every  arrival  of  the  ship  in  port  is  a  renewed 
guarantee  to  the  colored  people  of  our  land  of  the  good  faith  of  the  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  and  proves  that  their  brethren  and  friends  have  found  a  home 
across  the  Atlantic  to  which  they  can  go  when  their  sojourn  here  shall  be  no 
longer  desirable. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  attention  to  a  matter  personal  to  myself; 
and  that  is,  my  salary  as  Agent.  The  summary  of  accounts  handed  you  here- 
with embraces  a  term  of  three  years,  ending  October  31,  1859.  I  have  as  yet 
received  but  two  years  salary;  the  first  paid  during  the  second  year  of  my 
services  on  account  Df  the  first,  and  the  second  during  the  third  on  account  of 
the  second.  I  would  suggest  that  I  receive  compensation  for  the  past  year's 
service  now  in  cash,  as  cash  has  been  paid  on  account  of  freight  furnished  by 
the  house  with  which  I  am  connected,  and  that  my  salary  for  the  current  year 
also  be  paid  at  its  close,  viz:  October,  1860. 

I  cannot  doubt  but  the  reasonableness  of  this  proposition  will  be  readily 
admitted;  in  fact,  it  almost  becomes  a  necessity,  in  order  to  the  proper  entry  of 
the  ship's  accounts. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

James  Hall, 
rfgent  and  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  ship  M.  C.  Stevens. 
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1st  //em,  Expenses. — The  material  increase 
in  the  third  year  over  the  two  preceding, 
was  owing,  in  some  degree,  to  the  fact  of 
the  Ship's  touching  at  Sierra  Leone,  in 
Voyage  E,  to  land  cabin  passengers  and 
freight,  incurring  port  charges  thereby, 
and  also  being  subject  to  charges  for 
damage  to  a  lighter  used  in  discharging; 
but  mainly  to  her  having  protracted  pas- 
sages each  way,  from  a  succession  of  calms 
and  head  winds.  Her  average  expenses, 
barring  accidents  and  heavy  repairs,  may 
fairly  be  estimated  at  $16,500. 

2d.  Paying  Freight  and  Cabin  Passengers. 
— Of  this,  there  has  been  a  pretty  steady, 
annual  increase,  and  in  the  last  year,  a 
material  one,  caused  mainly  by  freight 
home,  the  greater  part  of  which  has  been 
furnished  by  the  Agent. 

3d.  Freight  and  Emigrants  by  the  Coloni- 
zation Societies  — A  material  decrease  will 
be  noticed  in  this  item  since  the  first  year, 
and  even  then,  the  number  of  emigrants 
fell'con.siderably  short  of  the  capacity  of 
the  Ship.  In  one  voyage,  but  52,  all  told, 
were  furnished.  With  an  emigration  like 
the  last  few  years  preceding  the  building 
of  the  Ship,  her  income  would  be  raised  at 
least  50  per  cent,  and  with  but  a  slight 
proportional  increase  of  expense. 

4th  &f  5th.  Gross  income,  and  Balance  to 
the  Cr.  of  the  Ship. — The  Gross  income,  it 
will  be  seen,  maintains  nearly  a  uniform 
rate,  the  diminution  in  net  income  or  bal- 
ance being  caused  mainly  by  the  increased 
expenses  of  the  third  year.  The  gain  or 
net  income  will  just  about  pay  the  interest 
on  the  estimated  value  of  the  Ship,  leaving 
no  surplus  to  meet  heavy  repairs  from  ac- 
cidents, re-coppering,  or  to  supply  her 
place  when  worn  out  or  rendered  unsea- 
worthy.  An  increase  of  emigration  to  the 
extent  of  the  capacity  of  the  Ship,  even 
with  the  freight  heretofore  furnished, 
would  enable  her,  in  ten  years,  to  stock  a 
capital  sufficient  to  meet  all  probable  con- 
tingencies, and  to  build  a  new  ship  to 
supply  her  place. 

6'h.  Time  Consumed  in  the  Round  Voyage. 
— When  it  is  considered  that  the  voyage  to 
Liberia  is  one-third  longer  than  to  Liver- 
pool, that  the  ship  passes  and  re-passes 
through  a  region  of  habitual  calms,  that 
she  touches  at  every  port  in  Liberia,  five 
in  number,  going  and  returning,  lands  and 
receives  freight  and  passengers  from  open 
roadsteads,  averaging  at  least  one  mile  from 
the  landing,  and  performs  all  this  service 
in  an  average  of  4  months  and  20  days, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  as  to  her  sailing 
qualities,  or  the  industry  and  energy  of 
her  captain  and  officers. 
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Report  of  the  Travelling  Secretaty. 


The  Corresponding  Secretary  presented  a  brief  communica- 
tion from  the  President  of  the  Society,  mentioning  several  sub- 
jects to  which,  at  the  request  of  the  last  Board  of  Directors,  he 
had  given  his  special  attention. 

The  Financial  Secretary  read  the  annual  statement  of  the 
Executive  Committee ;  which  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the 
appropriate  standing  committees. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  statement  of  the  Executive  Committee  as  re- 
lates to  the  purchase  of  a  lot  and  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  use  of  the 
Society,  be  refened  to  a  special  committee. 

Messrs.  Pinney,  Huntington  and  Hall  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

The  Travelling  Secretary  of  the  Society  read  his  annual  re- 
port, which  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  standing  committee 
on  Agencies. 

Hartford,  January  1,  I860. 
[An  Abstract.] 
To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colonization  Society — 

Gentlemen:  I  have  visited  many  of  the  larger  towns  in  New  England  during 
the  year,  presenting  the  cause  usually  to  one  or  more  congregations  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  occasionally  at  other  times,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  I 
have  invariably  met  with  a  kind  reception  and  an  attentive  hearing.  The 
prospect  of  advancing  the  cause  by  public  address  was  never,  in  my  judg- 
ment, more  encouraging.  I  speak  of  the  north.  At  the  south,  just  now,  as  J 
am  creditably  informed,  the  reverse  is  true. 

The  amount  of  my  personal  collections  is  abont  $4,500.  I  hope  and  believe 
that  more  will  be  given  in  New  England  the  present  year  than  was  the  last. 
The  effects  of  the  late  commercial  pressure  are  still  felt,  especially  in  Maine, 
and  other  communities  largely  interested  in  shipping. 

Rev.  Franklin  Butler,  who  has  been  in  the  service  of  the  Society  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  year,  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont,  has  been  dili- 
gently employed  in  surveying  his  field,  and  doing  what  he  could  by  public 
address  and  otherwise  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause.  He  is  much  interested 
in  his  work;  has  made  himself  acceptable  to  the  people  thus  far,  and  confi- 
dently expects  to  succeed  in  his  undertaking.  That  his  agency  will  be  in- 
creasingly productive  there  is  no  good  reason  to  doubt. 

The  New  Hampshire  State  society,  which  has  had  no  visible  existence  for 
years,  has  been  reorganized  and  reanimated,  and  its  influence  for  goodwill 
hereafter,  I  trust,  be  felt  thoughout  the  State. 

The  Liberians  pursuing  a  course  of  study  in  Connecticut  are  making  com- 
mendable progress,  and  are  expecting  to  graduate  in  the  course  of  the  present 
year,  and  return  to  Liberia,  taking  some  of  their  colored  friends  in  the  State 
with  them.  A  few  individuals  emigrated  from  Connecticut  in  the  barque 
"  Mendi,"  which  saued  from  New  York  last  spring. 

I  will  only  add,  I  am  more  and  more  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  import- 
ance which  attaches  to  the  success  of  this  enterprise,  and  the  duty  in  these 
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troublous  times  of  urging  its  claims  with  solemn  earnestness  upon  the  attention 
of  the  Christian  public.  I  do  not  feel  at  all  troubled  that  the  number  of  emi- 
grants from  year  to  year  is  not  larger.  Enough  for  me  to  know  that  we  are 
making  real  progress,  and  to  believe  that  God  will  hasten  the  work  in  his  own 
best  time.  What  seems  most  desirable  to  me  is,  a  correct,  healthful  public 
sentiment  on  the  subject  here  at  home,  and  whatever  can  be  done  to  secure  it 
will  be  efTort  in  the  right  direction. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

John  Orcutt. 

Reports  from  agents  of  the  Society,  were  read  by  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Agencies,  as  follows  : 

Letters  from  Rev.  J.  N.  Danforth,  D.  D.,  January  2,  1860  ; 
and  Rev.E.  G.  Nicholson,  December  29,  and  January  7,  i860. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agencies  : 

Resolved,  That  the  year  having  passed  for  which  the  Rev.  E.  G.  JNicholson 
was  appointed  General  Agent  of  the  Northwest,  said  agency  be  discontinued. 

On  motion,  the  Board  then  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning  at  9  o'clock. 


Thursday  Morning,  January  19,  1860. 

The  Board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment :  the  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Maclean  in  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  R.  J.  Cone. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  session  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  reported  as  follows,  which  was 

approved. 

The  undersigned,  Committee  on  Accounts,  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Directors,  have  made  an  examination  of  the  entries  of  cash  paid  out  by  the 
Financial  Secretary  in  the  Treasurer's  book,  together  with  the  vouchers  for 
each  item,  endorsed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  find 
them  entirely  correct. 

James  Hall, 
Revilo  J.  Cone. 
Washington,  January  18,  1860. 

The  Committee  on  Agencies  made  a  report,  which  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  . 

The  Committee  on  Agencies  respectfully  report  : 

That  they  have  examined  the  documents  submitted  to  them;  and  as  the 
whole  subject  of  financial  agents  is  one  on  which  there  exists  a  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  public  mind,  and  as  our  constitution  places  the  authority  for 
their  appointment  and  management  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
we  do  not  recommend  any  specific  action  at  this  timp- 
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A  year  since  the  Board  appointed  the  Rev.  E.  G.  Nicholson  agent  for  the 
northwest.  As  that  gentleman  has  virtually  resigned  his  commission,  the 
committee  recommend  that  said  agency  be  discontinued. 

They  further  recommend  that  the  latter  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Orcutt,  which  relates  to  the  duties  of  his  agency,  be  published  with  the 
minutes. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

L.  A.  Smith. 

Wm.    Coi'PINGEIt. 

The  Committee  on  Emigration  made  the  subjoined  report, 
which  was  approved,  and  the  resolution  attached  was  amended, 
and  on  motion  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Annual  Report  as 
relates  to  emigration,  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  such  attention  as  the  brief  time  allotted  to 
them  allowed,  and  find  it  of  deep  and  increasing  interest. 

Your  committee  will  not  advert  to  the  causes,  real  or  imaginary,  which  may 
have  heretofore  retarded,  or  which  may  just  now  operate  to  check,  emigration 
to  Liberia;  for  it  is  believed  such  impediments  must  very  soon  yield  to  a  more 
truthful  impression  in  the  minds  of  our  colored  brethren  that  the  Republic  of 
Liberia  has  greatly  superior  attractions  over  any  other  place  as  a  permanent 
home  for  them. 

It  is  clearly  the  duty  of  this  Society,  in  the  minds  of  your  committee,  to 
continue,  and  even  increase,  the  hitherto  liberal  policy  of  its  Executive  Com- 
mittee in  provision  for  the  comfort  of  emigrants  on  their  arrival  on  the  shores 
of  Africa  and  their  permanent  establishment  there. 

The  testimony  of  the  Rev.  John  Seys,  in  a  comparison  of  the  condition  of 
Liberia  when  he  left  it  in  1857  with  what  he  found  it  after  a  two  years  absence, 
in  1859,  is  highly  encouraging  in  regard  to  the  progress  of  agricultural  indus- 
try and  the  useful  arts. 

In  connection  with  the  liberal  provision  for  emigrants  for  a  reasonable  time, 
your  committee  recognize  the  desirableness  of  an  easy  communication  between 
the  seaboard  and  the  interior;  and  to  effect  this,  in  part,  an  early  completion 
of  the  projected  road  from  a  point  on  St.  Paul's  river  to  Careysburg,  in  such 
way  as  may  be  acceptable  to  the  authorities  of  Liberia,  is  recommended. 

The  policy  of  the  Board  in  regard  to  emigration  from  the  northern  States 
seems  best:  to  accept  such  applicants  only  as,  from  previously  established 
character,  are  likely  to  be  useful  citizens.  Of  this  class  there  are  now  over 
sixty  applicants  to  the  Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society,  residents  of  that 
State,  who  express  their  willingness  to  embark  when  provision  is  made  for 
their  passage,  &c. 

Your  committee  feel  the  importance  of  encouraging  the  emigration  of  farmers 
and  cultivators  of  the  soil.  However  desirable  it  may  be  to  extend  commerce, 
and  the  building  up  of  the  seaboard  towns,  it  is  believed  that  a  more  enlarged 
cultivation. of  the  soil  is  essential  to  the  permanent  prospeiity  of  the  Republic. 
This  class  of  citizens,  too,  from  the  nature  of  their  pursuits,  become  more 
identified  with  the  institutions  of  the  country  than  any  other. 

It  is  a  source  of  regret  that  there  are  so  few  beasts  of  burden  in  the  settle- 
ments, and  successful  prosecution  of  agriculture  seems  to  require  more  atten- 
tion to  this  subject.    Cannot  some  measures  be  adopted  to  secure  an  increase 
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of  such  animals  of  labor  as  may  be  best  suited  to  the  climate?    The  manufac- 
ture of  sugar  and  the  growth  of  cotton  seem  to  claim  the  attention  of  Liberians. 
Your  committee  would,  in  conclusion,  submit  the  following  resolution  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Board: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  purchase 
and  send  out  to  such  agent  in  Liberia  as  they  may  select  a  few  simply  con- 
structed sugar  mills,  (Cotton  Gins,)  and  such  other  agricultural  implements  as 
are  suited  to  the  productions  of  the  country,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  an 
expenditure  of  two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  sold  at  cost  and  expenses  for  cash, 
or  for  short  credit,  when  necessary,  to  parties  whom  the  said  agent  may  deem 
worthy  of  confidence. 

Mr.  Tracy,  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  submitted  a  report, 
which  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  undersigned,  being  left  alone  on  the  Committee  of  Finance  by  the  early 
retirement  of  his  colleague,  Wm.  E.  Dodge,  esq.,  has  given  to  the  documents 
placed  in  his  hands  such  attention  as  he  could. 

The  papers  concerning  the  Mary  Caroline  Stevens  seem  to  need  no  criticism. 
They  fully  and  clearly  explain  themselves;  and  they  contain  all  the  sugges- 
tions which  occur  to  the  undersigned  as  necessary  and  proper.  At  the  close 
the  Agent  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  his  salary  of  one  thousand  dollars  a 
year  is  one  year  in  arrears,  and  requests  its  payment  to  date  as  necessary,  in 
order  to  avoid  confusion  in  the  accounts.  This  arrearage  arises  from  no  fault 
of  the  Executive  Committee  or  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  but  from  the 
fact  that  the  Agent,  with  his  accustomed  liberality,  did  not  retain  in  his  own 
hands  enough  of  the  proceeds  of  the  ship's  first  year's  work  to  pay  his  salary 
for  that  year.  The  matter  has  not  yet  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  who  will  doubtless  arrange  that  claim  as  it  should  be,  on 
presentation,  without  any  specific  order  from  this  Board. 

All  the  investments  of  funds  made  during  the  year  are  apparently  safe,  and 
some  of  them  are  certainly  excellent.  The  same  may  be  said  of  all  since  1854, 
inclusive.  Some  stocks  purchased  in  1851  are  understood  to  be  of  a  less  desi- 
rable quality,  but  should  probably  be  kept,  as  they  could  not  be  sold  for  their 
real  value.  The  Executive  Committee  will  doubtless  exchange  them  for  more 
productive  stocks,  whenever  it  can  be  done  without  loss. 

The  amount  of  productive  securities  appears  to  be  $87,540,  yielding,  at  six 
per  cent.,  an  income  of  $5,252  40.  The  real  estate  in  this  city  yields  thirty 
dollars  per  month;  but  this  will  soon  cease,  either  by  the  removal  of  the  present 
buildings,  for  the  erection  of  the  Society's  buildings,  or  by  the  sale  of  the  lot, 
preparatory  to  the  purchase  of  another.  It  is  not  understood  that  the  lands  in 
Illinois  and  in  Georgia  yield  any  income. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  investments  are  such  as  may  remain  undisturbed 
for  some  years,  and  yet  they  may  be  changed  whenever  desirable. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  Society  has  any  permanent  funds — that  is,  any 
funds  which  it  may  not  legally  use  for  the  current  expenses  of  any  year  when 
they  may  be  needed.  It  is  probably  not  desirable  to  accumulate  any  such 
funds.  All  charitable  corporations  should  expect  a  time  when  their  labors 
will  be  no  longer  needed,  and  their  business  should  be  closed.  The  settlement 
of  New  England  was  commenced  under  the  patronage  of  an  incorporated 
company;  but  in  a  few  years  political  changes  so  increased  the  motives  for 
emigration  that  emigration  went  on  independently  of  the  company,  and  the 


BOARD    OF    DIRECTORS.  49 


Reports  of  C itte«B- 


company  became  obsolete,  is  and  now  only  known  in  history.  Such  may, 
very  possibly,  be  the  history  of  this  Society,  and  it  seems  advisable  that  its 
business  should  be  so  conducted  as  to  be  ready  for  all  such  emergencies. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Joseph  Tracy. 

On  motion  of  Rpv.  Wm.  McLain,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  nominate  officers  of  the  Society 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Messrs.  Tracy  and  Crozer  were  appointed  said  committee. 
The  hour  of  12  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  Board  adjourned 
for  the  holding  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  ;  and  afier  a  brief 
recess  the  Board  again  proceeded  to  business. 

The  Committee  to  nominate  officers  of  the  Society,  recom- 
mended the  election  of  the  following  named  gentlemen  ;  when 
the  report  was  adopted,  and  the  persons  mentioned  below  were 
declared  duly  elected,  viz  : 

Executive  Committee  : 
HARVEY  LINDSLY,  M.  D., 
JOSEPH  H.  BRADLEY,  Esq., 
WILLIAM  GTJNTON,  Esq  , 
Rev.  GEORGE  W.  SAMSON,  D.  D., 
Hon.  WILLIAM  MERRICK, 
Hon.  GEORGE  P.  SCARBURGH. 
(Vacancy.) 

Corresponding  Secretary : 
Rev.  R.  R.  GURLEY. 

Financial  Secretary  and  Treasurer  : 
Rev.  WILLIAM  McLAlN. 

Travelling  Secretary  : 
Rev.  JOHN  ORCUTT. 

The  Chairman  made  some  remarks  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
posed settlement  of  the  New  Jersey  purchase  of  land  in  Liberia, 
and  was  followed  by  Messrs.  McLain,  Gurley,  and  others. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  from  the  special  Committee  to  prepare 
an  expression  of  gratitude  to  the  President  of  the  Society,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  highly  appreciate  the  services  rendered  to  this 
Society  by  the  Hon  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  the  President,  during  the  last  year, 
and  beg  leave  to  express  to  him  their  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  great 
ability,  zeal  and  disinte-estedness  with  which  he  has  dedicated  a  large  amount 
of  time  and  effort  to  advance  the  cause. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, presented  a  report,  which  was  approved,  and  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  attached  was  adopted,  viz : 
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The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  find  little  to  report  upon.  They  concur 
with  the  Corresponding  Secretary  in  hearty  approval  of  the  honorable  conduct 
of  the  government  of  Liberia  in  the  delicate  affairs  connected  with  the  policy 
of  the  government  of  France,  and  as  heartily  of  their  benevolent  regard  for  the 
welfare  of  the  large  native  population  around  them. 

The  renewed  proofs  of  friendship  which  Liberia  has  received  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain  and  the  King  of  Belgium  may  be  interpreted  to 
express  the  confidence  of  those  governments  in  the  integrity  and  good  faith  of 
the  Republic. 

The  fact  that  our  government  has  not  yet  formed  a  formal  treaty  with  Liberia 
is  exceedingly  to  be  regretted,  as  alike  injurious  and  unjust  to  the  people  who 
have,  with  the  approval,  and,  to  some  extent,  with  the  co-operation  of  our 
government,  gone  to  try  the  experiment  of  self-government. 

By  a  law  of  the  United  States,  which  was  designed  to  promote  friendly 
treaties  with  foreign  nations,  a  small  discriminating  duty  is  laid  upon  the  ton- 
nage and  goods  imported  in  the  ships  of  nations  with  whom  we  have  no 
treaties.  This  discrimination  applies  to  vessels  belonging  to  Liberia,  and  is  the 
more  to  be  regretted,  inasmuch  as  by  her  laws,  vessels  of  the  United  States  are 
placed  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nations. 

Your  committee  conclude  by  offering  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  take  such  means 
as  may  seem  most  effective  to  call  the  attention  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  this  condition,  and  secure  their  influence,  if  possible,  to  have 
Liberian  vessels  and  their  cargoes  placed  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored 
nations. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,  from  the  special  committee  on  the 
purchase  of  a  lot  and  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  Society, 
submitted  a  report,  which  was  modified  and  adopted,  and  the  re- 
solutions of  the  committee  were  taken  up  seriatim,  amended, 
and  adopted,  and  are  as  follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  statement  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  as  refers  to  the  building  of  a  colonization  building,  beg  leave 
to  report,  concisely,  as  follows: 

Resolutions  were  passed  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  at  the  session  of  January, 
1859,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Society  and  Executive  Committee,  on 
consultation  and  mutual  agreement,  to  make  a  purchase  of  a  sight,  and  prepare 
or  have  erected  a  suitable  building  adequate  to  the  business  of  the  Society. 

No  building  is  ready  or  begun.  There  appears  to  some  extent  an  explana- 
tion of  this  delay  in  the  different  constructions  as  to  the  objects  intended  by 
the  resolutions,  and  the  limitations  of  expense  contained  in  them. 

Inasmuch  as  delay  has  occurred,  and  the  whole  subject  is  again  properly 
before  the  Board  for  its  consideration  and  direction,  your  committee  recommend 
that  the  Board  pass  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That,  in  providing  the  proposed  building,  reference  should  be  had 
not  only  to  secure  commodious  offices  for  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
but  also  to  secure  an  income  from  its  rents  to  meet  the  Society's  local  expenses. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  did  not  intend  to  limit  the  Executive 
Committee  as  to  the  cost  of  the  building  by  reference  to  the  $10,000  then  at 
command,  and  that  any  sum,  if  judiciously  expended  so  as  to  secure  the  object 
before  stated,  will  be  well  invested. 

Resolved,  That  as  soon  as  specifications  and  plans  can  be  matured,  proposals 
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shall  be  invited  by  correspondence  with  the  friends  of  the  cause  from  the  largest 
cities,  and  copies  be  furnished  for  this  purpose. 

J.   B.  Pinney,  Chairman. 
Washington,  January  19,  1860. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Tracy,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Society  be  paid  monthly. 

On  motion,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Society  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  for  publication. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Tracy,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Board  be  referred  to 
the  said  Committee  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  minutes  were  then  read  and  approved. 

The  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Balch. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

JOHN  MACLEAN,  Chairman. 

Wm,  Coppinger,  Secretary. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 

From  January  1  to  December  31, 1859. 


Balances 

Receipts  from  the  following  sources,  viz: 

Office  Expenses $10  28 

African  Repository 561  54 

Ship  Mary  C.  Stevens 18,033  33 

Legacies 85,4(13  26 

Recapiives  of  the  Echo 3-2,51)0  0U 

Emigrant*  &Improv'ts  in  Liberia.  8,592  96 

Donations 13,236  62 

Profit  and  Loss 1,965  24 


Contingent  Expenses. 

Expense  Account 

Interior  Settlement. . . . 
Colony  of  Libem 


Balances  due  by  the  Society 

Balances  due  to  the  Society 107,983  88 

Cash  on  hand 8  85 


Dr. 

$31,983  13 


160,303  23 


192,286  36 
14,610  11 


$206,896  47 


Cr. 

$11,304 

32 

6,151 

29 

*2,303 

74 

f26,358  21 

7 

65 

Jl  1,095 

41 

23,098 

07 

5 

00 

3,569 

62 

131 

89 

4,586 

31 

3,494 

26 

6,797 

97 

98,903 

74 

107,992 

73 

206,896 

47 

*  The  sum  of  $2,303.74,  charged  to  the  African  Repository,  includes  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Annual  Report  and  other  printing  for  the  Society. 

f  Of  the  above  26,358.21,  charged  to  Ship  Mary  C.  Stevens,  the  sum 
of  $8,690.94  is  for  advances  made,  in  1856,  for  the  building  of  s.-iid  vessel,  by 
the  Maryland  State  Colonization  Society,  not  before  charged  to  her. 

\  Disbu;sements  for  "  Recaptives  of  the  Echo"  in  4th  quarter,  1858,  $S,636.15, 
making  with  the  above,  in  1859,  $19,731.56. 
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CHARGE  OF  MR.  JUSTICE  WAYNE, 

OF    THE    C.     S.    SUPREME    COURT, 

Delivered  on  the  14th  day  of  JY>vember,  1859,  to  the  Grand 
Jury  of  the  Sixth  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
Southern  District  of  Georgia. 

PRESENTMENT. 

Whereas  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  Sixth  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 

States  have  been  much  interested    in   the  learned  and  lucid  charge 

of  His  Honor,  Judge  James  M.  Wayne,  circuit  judge  of  said  court: 

Resolved,  That  the  grand  jury  respectfully  ask  the  publication  by 

the  court,  of  said  charge,  for  general  information. 

Anthony  Porter,  Foreman. 
Farley  R.  Sweat,  Noah  R.  Knapp,  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Charters,  Dr.  John 
A.  Wrag,  Dr.  James  M.  Schley,  James  Gallaudet,  William  H. 
Davis,  John  R.  Wilder,  Vardy  Woolley,  William  Neyle  Haber- 
sham, Wallace  Cumming,  Joseph  Lippman,  Jordon  P.  Brooks, 
John  W.  Rabun,  Abraham  Minis,  John  C.  Ferril,  Dr.  James  S. 
Sullivan. 
Savannah,  November  16,  1S59. 

A  true  extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHARLES  S.  HENRY, 
Clk.  6th  Gt.  Court,  U.  S.,  Southern  Dist.  Georgia. 

CHARGE. 

Mr.  Foreman  and  Gentlemen  :  We  have  met  to  perform  those 
duties  which  are  assigned  to  us  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  legislation  of  Congress,  for  the  judicial  administra- 
tion of  both. 

Such  a  delegation  of  trust  imposes  upon  yourselves  as  Grand 
Jurors,  and  upon  this  Court,  conscientious  responsibilities  and  large 
functions.  Let  us  proceed,  gentlemen,  to  discharge  them,  in  con- 
formity with  the  confidence  with   which   they  have  been  conferred. 

I  proceed  to  state  the  relations  of  Grand  Jurors  to  the  Courts  of 
the  United  States  as  a  part  of  them,  and  to  their  busiuess. 
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The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  "declares  that  no  person 
shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crime, 
unless  on  a  presentment  of  a  Grand  Jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in 
the  land  and  naval  forces,  or  in  the  mihtia  when  in  actual  ser- 
vice in  time  of  war  or  public  danger."  It  shows  that  the  func- 
tions of  Grand  Jurors  are  commensurate  with  the  entire  penal  leg- 
islation of  Congress.  Its  enactments  are  for  the  punishment  of 
offences  against  the  government ;  offences  against  persons  ;  such 
as  are  against  property,  those  which  may  be  committed  on  the 
high  seas,  or  in  rivers,  harbors,  bays,  or  basins  out  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  any  particular  State  ;  for  offences  against  public  justice, 
such  as  relate  to  the  coin  and  the  public  securities  of  the  United 
States  ;  for  offences  in  violation  of  the  post  office  laws,  and  for  all 
of  those  penal  provisions  which  have  been  passed  for  the  security 
of  trade  and  commerce,  in  respect  to  the  safety  of  the  vehicles  or 
vessels  in  which  it  is  carried  on,  to  the  commodities  which  may  be 
transported  in  them,  and  to  those  persons  who  are  employed  to  do 
the  work  of  transportation. 

This  enumeration,  without  mentioning  the  particulars  of  any  one 
of  them,  discloses  the  extent  and  variety  of  the  services  which 
Grand  Jurors  may  have  to  discharge  in  the  administration  of  penal 
law  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  Whatever,  gentlemen,  we 
can  do  to  aid  your  inquiries  in  any  matter  which  you  may  have  be- 
fore you,  will  be  cheerfully  done  by  either  my  Brother  Nicoll  or  my- 
self, and  it  is  your  right  to  call  upon  us  for  advice  and  instruction 
in  all  matters  of  law. 

We  are  not  yet  informed  as  to  the  particular  offencps  which  will 
be  submitted  to  your  consideration.  The  Court  will  instruct  you 
in  the  law  applicable  to  them,  as  they  shall  be  presented  by  the 
District  Attorney.  It  may  be,  however,  that  the  trials  which  will 
take  place  at  this  term  of  the  court,  for  transgressions  of  the  slave 
trade  acts,  may  disclose  matter  for  other  prosecutions  of  the  same 
kind.  Certain  it  is,  that  some  of  those  persons  who  were  concerned 
in  fitting  out  the  Wanderer  for  a  slave  trade  voyage,  and  that  others 
engaged  in  its  execution,  to  the  entire  consummation  of  their  pur- 
pose in  this  State,  have  not  as  yet  been  brought  to  the  bar  of  jus- 
tice. They  may  yet  stand  in  our  presence,  with  proof  enough  of 
their  complicity  with  those  who  have  been  indicted,  to  make  it 
your  duty  to  place  them  in  the  same  predicament.  I  would  rather 
that  there  should  be  no  cause  to  increase  the  criminal  calendar  of 
the  court;  but  if  there  are  persons  not  registered  in  it,  who  have 
bought  off  an  exemption  from  prosecution,  and  we  shall  have  a 
strong  legal  suspicion  of  it,  and  who  they  are,  it  imposes  upon  you 
an  obligation  to  aid  the  Court,  by  the  use  of  legitimate  evidence, 
to  strip  them  of  their  imagined  security  ;  that  they  may  be  placed 
alongside  of  their  degraded  instruments,  who  were  allured  by  large 
wages,  and  with  promises  of  co-partnership  in  the  results  of  the 
voyage,  to  become  transgressors  of  the  law. 

Besides,  gentlemen,  a  circumstance  has  recently  occurred  in  this 
city,  which  impresses  the  larger  portion  of  its  people,  I  may  say 
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all,  (with  few  exceptions,)  with  the  belief  that  the  same  vessel  has 
been  furtively  taken  from  this  port,  to  be  engaged  again  in  the 
same  unlawful  trade.  This  incident,  with  some  expectation  that 
you  may  be  called  upon  to  act  upon  it,  and  upon  bills  for  violations 
of  the  slave  trade  acts,  induces  me,  for  the  information  of  your- 
selves, and  our  people  at  large,  to  charge  you  upon  the  legislation 
of  Congress  upon  that  subject,  and  to  give  its  history.  I  shall  as- 
sert nothing  without  the  documentary  annals  of  our  country  to  sus- 
tain what  I  shall  say  ;  with  such  references  to  them,  as  will  enable 
any  one,  and  every  one,  who  hears  me  to  verify,  or  to  disaffirm  the 
conclusions  of  my  investigation,  if  the  latter  can  be  done. 

I  proceed  now  to  give  the  legislation  of  Congress  for  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  slave  trade.  It  shall  be  chronological  and  minute, 
for  instruction  generally,  and  as  a  warning  to  such  persons  who  at 
any  time  may  be  seduced  by  a  corrupt  avarice  to  engage  in  that  in- 
human trade.  These  enactments  are  in  conformity  with  the  Con- 
stitution, and  with  that  clause  of  it  which  declares  that  the  "  mi- 
gration or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now 
existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the 
Congress  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation,  not  exceed- 
ing ten  dollars  for  each  person."  The  clause  has  its  place  in  the 
enumerated  powers  of  Congress. 

The  first  act  was  passed  on  the  22d  March,  1794,  when  General 
Washington  was  President.  It  was  intended  to  prevent  any  citizen 
or  resident  of  the  United  States  from  equipping  vessels  within  the 
United  States,  to  carry  on  trade  or  traffic  in  slaves  to  any  foreign 
Country.  (Brig  Triphenia  vs.  Harrison,  W.  C.  C,  522.)  That  is, 
though  slav.es  might  be  brought  into  the  United  States  until  the  year 
1808,  in  vessels  fitted  out  in  our  ports  for  that  purpose,  they  could 
not  be  carried  by  our  citizens  or  residentsin  the  United  States  in  such 
vessels,  into  any  foreign  country.  The  forfeiture  of  the  vessel,  which 
had  been  fitted  out,  attached  when  the  original  voyage  was  begun 
in  the  United  States;  notwithstanding  the  pretended  transfer  of 
her  into  a  foreign  port,  and  the  commencement  of  a  new  voyage 
from  such  port.     (The  Plattsburg,  Wheaton,  133.) 

This  act  is  still  in  force.  The  forfeiture  attaches,  though  the 
equipments  of  the  voyage  may  not  have  been  completed,  it  being 
sufficient  that  any  preparations  were  made  for  the  unlawful  pur- 
pose. The  act,  also,  imposes  a  penalty  of  two  thousand  dollars 
upon  any  person  fitting  out  such  a  vessel,  or  aiding  or  abetting  to 
do  so.  And  as  prevention  of  such  a  traffic  was  the  object  to  be 
attained,  the  act  was  applied  to  foreign  vessels  in  this  particular, 
that  if  one  of  them  in  our  ports  shall  be  suspected  to  be  intended 
for  the  slave  trade,  her  owner,  master,  or  factor,  each  and  all  of 
them,  upon  the  oath  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  that  in- 
tent, may  be  required  to  give  honds  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  that  none  of  the  natives  of  Africa,  or  negroes  of  any  foreign 
country,  should  be  taken  on  board  of  her  to  be  sold  as  slaves  in  any 
foreign  port,  whatever,  within  nine  months  afterward.     In  addition, 
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a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales  is  liable  to  a  forfeiture  of  two 
hundred  dollars  for  every  person  he  may  receive  on  board  of  such 
vessel  for  the  purpose  of  telling  iheni  as  slaves.  This  statute  ac- 
complished its  purpose  for  a  lime.  But  when  it  was  found  that 
some  of  our  ciiizens,  and  foreigners  rending  in  the  United  States, 
who  had  been  accustomed  to  traffic  in  slaves,  misused  their  priv- 
ilege to  bring  slaves  into  the  United  States,  by  engaging  their  ves- 
sels for  taking  slaves  from  one  foreign  country  to  another,  Congress 
passed  the  act  of  10th  May,  1800.  It  subpcted  to  forfeiture  any 
right  or  property  in  a  vessel  so  employ  d,  and  the  owners  to  pay  a 
sum  of  money  equal  to  double  the  value  of  their  interest  in  her. 

The  judicial  interpretation  of  this  act  is,  that  a  vessel  caught  in 
such  a  trade,  though  it  be  bef-re  .-he  has  taken  slaves  on  board,  is 
liiide  to  forfeiture.  That  a  forfeiture  was  also  incurred  if  slaves 
were  carried  as  freight  from  one  foreign  port  to  another  in  the  same 
kingdom:  or  from  a  foreign  port  to  another  in  any  other  country. 
The  act,  too,  declares  that  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  or  for  any  person  residing  in  Ikem,  to  serve  on  board 
of  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  employed  in  the  transportation 
of  slaves  from  one  foreign  country  to  another;  and  that  for  doing 
so,  they  should  be  indicted,  and  be  subjected  to  a  fine  not  exceeding 
two  thousand  dollar.-,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years. 
Tl'at  he  shall  also  be  liable  to  the  same  fine  and  imprisonment  for 
being  voluntarily  employed  on  board  a  foreign  vessel  for  the  same 
purpose.  The  judicial  interpolation  of  this  act  is,  t^at  an  actual 
transportation  of  slaves  is  not  necessary  to  incur  its  penalties.  It  is 
enough  that  ihe  vessel  was  bound  to  the  coast  of  Africa  with  the 
intent  to  take  slaves  on  board,  and  that  the  person  charged  with 
violating  the  act,  knew  that,  and  voluntarily  served  on  board  of  her. 
(U.  S.  vs.  Morris,  14  Peters,  464.)  It  is  not  necessary  to  do  more 
than  t  >  mention  that  there  are  other  sections  of  this  act  providing 
for  the  capture  of  vessels  engaged  in  such  a  trade  ;  also,  for  their 
forfeiture  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors,  and  precluding  all  persons 
interested  in  such  vessel,  her  enterprize,  or  voyage,  from  all  right 
to  claim  any  slaves  on  board  of  her,  and  denying  to  them  any  dam- 
ages or  retribution  on  account  of  her  capture.  The  act  further  di- 
rects the  com  nauder  of  the  ship,  making  the  seizure  of  such  vessel, 
to  take  her  offi  ;ers  and  crew,  and  any  person  found  on  board  of 
her,  into  custody;  and  convey  them  to  the  civil  authority  of  the 
United  States,   in   some   of  the  judicial    districts,   for  prosecution. 

It  had  been  early  found  that  some  of  those  persons  most  con- 
cerned in  violating  the  laws,  (just  as  has  been  recently  attempted,) 
claimed  to  be  exempt  from  its  penalties,  on  the  ground  of  being 
passengers  on  board  of  the  vessel  seized.  Congress  met  the  arti- 
fice, by  declaring  that  all  persons  making  such  a  declaration,  should 
nevertheless  be  taken  into  custody  for  prosecution,  and  any  com- 
mander who  shall  seize  such  a  vessel,  with  such  a  person  on  board 
of  her,  and  who  attempts  to  exercise  his  judgment  in  respect  to  the 
validity  of  such  an  excuse,  breaks  the  law. 

It  wasearly  afterwards  decided  by  Judge  Bee  of  South  Carolina  that 
any  person  might  make  a  seizure  of  such  vessel  for  condemnation, 
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under  the  act.  His  ruling  was  affirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  in  the  case  of  the  Jose  fa  Segunda,  10  Wheaton, 
331.  The  act  also  gave  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the 
naval  forces  to  he  employed  in  enforcing  it.  It  provides  for  the 
punishment  of  the  master  of  the  vessel  seized,  subjecting  him  to  a 
fine  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  to  imprisonment  of 
not  less  than  two  and  not  more  than  four  years. 

The  next  act  of  Congress  was  passed  on  the  2d  March,  1807, 
when  Mr.  Jefferson  was  President.  I  will  hereafter  show  that  it 
was  done  upon  his  official  suggestion  ;  and  I  only  do  not  do  so  now 
from  unwillingness  to  divert  your  minds  into  another  train  of  thought 
from  the  legislation  itself.  The  act  ol  1807  begins  by  subjecting  any 
vessel  to  forfeiture  which  shall  be  found  in  any  river,  bay,  or  harbor, 
or  on  the  high  seas  within  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the  United 
States,  or  which  may  he  hovering  on  the  coast,  having  on  board 
any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
them  as  slaves,  or  with  the  intent  to  land  them  in  any  port  or  place 
within  the  United   States. 

The  act  of  1818  prohibits  the  importation  of  negroes  altogether 
into  the  United  States  from  any  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  coun- 
try, without  exchding  the  return  to  it  of  such  slaves  as  might  leave 
the  United  Slates  as  servants  of  their  owners,  comprehending  such 
as  have  been  employed  as  seamen  on  a  foreign  voyage.  (United 
States  vs.  Skiddy,  11  Peters,  73.)  The  ship  in  which  they  are 
brought  is  forfeited.  It  also  forfeits  any  vessel  built  or  equipped 
for  the  purpose  of  blinging  slaves  into  the  United  Slates,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  transporting  them  to  any  foreign  country,  and  any 
preparation  which  clearly  manifests  an  intent  to  prosecute  a  slave 
vo»age,  constitutes  a  fining  out  under  the  act. 

This  offence  being  by  the  act  a  misdemeanor,  all  concerned  in 
it  are  principals.  (United  States  vs.  Gooding,  12  Wheaton,  460.) 
The  penalty  under  the  act  for  fitting  out  vessels  for  the  slave  trade, 
end  ail  per>ons  in  any  way  concerned,  i8  a  fine  not  less  than  one 
thousand  nor  more  than  four  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment, 
which  may  he  extended  from  three  to  se\en  years.  It  also  inflicts 
other  and  severe  penalties  upon  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
other  persons  residing  therein,  for  being  concerned  in  the  slave 
trade,  either  on  shore  or  at  sea,  and  it  provides,  as  previous  acts 
did,  agaimt  carrying  slaves  from  one  port  to  another  in  a  foreign 
country.     (The  Merino,  9  Wheaton,  391.) 

It  takes  from  the  importer  of  slaves,  and  from  any  other  persons 
claiming  them  under  him,  or  who  may  have  bought  them  from  his 
agent,  any  right,  title,  or  interest  whatever  in  the  service  or  labor  of 
any  negro,  mulatto,  or  other  person  of  color,  so  acquired.  The  pur- 
chasers of  such  slaves  may  be  punished.  Those,  also,  who  may 
have  aided  or  abetted  the  importation  of  such  slaves,  and  all  per- 
sons are  punishable  who  shall  hold,  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of 
any  negro  with  intent  to  make  him  a  slave,  who  shall  know  that 
he  was  introduced  into  the  United  States  contrary  to  law. 

And  in  the  8th  section  of  the  act  it  is  declared  that  in  all  prose- 
cutions under  it,  the  defendant  shall  be  held  to  prove  that  the  ne- 
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gro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  which  he  shall  be  charged  with 
having  brought  into  the  United  States,  or  with  having  purchased, 
or  with  having  held  or  sold,  or  otherwise  having  disposed  of,  waa 
brought  into  the  United  States  five  years  before  the  commencement 
of  the  prosecution,  or  that  he  was  not  brought  into  it  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act. 

Upon  the  failure  by  the  person  charged  to  make  such  proofs  he 
shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  the  offence  with  which  he  may  stand 
charged  under  the  act.  By  which  I  understand,  that  after  the  prose- 
cuting officer  has  made  out  a  prima  facie  case,  that  a  negro  or  mu- 
latto is  in  possession  of  the  accused,  who  has  been  brought  into 
the  United  States  contrary  to  law,  that  the  burden  of  proof  is  cast 
upon  the  holder  of  the  negro,  to  exempt  himself  from  the  penalties 
of  the  law. 

The  act  of  1819  authorizes  the  President,  in  a  more  particular 
manner  than  had  been  done  before,  to  use  the  naval  force  for  the 
prevention  of  the  slave  trade,  points  out  the  circumstances  and  the 
localities  in  which  seizures  of  vessels  may  be  made,  directs  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  them  after  condemnation,  requires  that 
wegroes  found  on  board  of  them  shall  be  delivered  to  the  marshal, 
what  that  officer's  duty  then  is,  and  again  commands  that  the  offi- 
cer making  the  seizure  shall  take  into  his  custody  every  person 
found  on  board,  being  of  the  crew  or  officers  of  the  vessels  seized, 
and  that  they  are  to  be  turned  over  to  the  civil  authority  for  prosecu- 
tion. A  bounty  of  twenty-five  dollars  is  given  for  the  detection  of 
every  negro,  &c,  &c,  brought  into  the  United  States  contrary  to 
law,  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  pay  to 
the  informer.  The  government  is  also  authorized  to  pay  a  specific 
sum  to  any  person  who  shall  lodge  information  with  the  district 
attorney  of  any  State  or  Territory  into  which  negroes  have  been 
introduced,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

It  is  then  made  that  officer's  duty  to  commence  a  prosecution, 
by  information,  to  ascertain  the  fact  of  the  unlawful  introduction, 
and  process  is  issued  against  the  person  charged  with  holding  any 
such  negro.  If  upon  the  return  of  the  process  executed,  it  shall 
be  ascertained  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury  that  the  negro  has  been 
brought  into  the  United  States  as  the  informer  had  alleged,  he  is 
entitled  to  receive  fifty  dollars  for  each  negro  delivered  to  the  mar- 
shal, or  of  whom  that  officer  may  get  the  possession.  I  have  been 
more  particular  in  reciting  what  should  be  the  proceedings,  on  ac- 
count of  it  not  having  been  pursued,  when  a  number  of  Africans, 
supposed  to  be  of  the  Wanderer  cargo,  were  in  possession  of  an 
officer,  from  whom  they  were  taken  by  the  intervention  of  a  State 
officer's  warrant,  without  there  being  the  slightest  authority  for 
doing  so.  I  suggest,  as  the  release  of  the  Africans  alluded  to  was 
a  nullity,  that  proceedings  against  the  persons  concerned  in  it 
may  still  be  instituted  in  vindication  of  the  violation  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  new  proceedings  maybe  brought  upon 
a  proper  affidavit  of  any  one  that  another  person  was  or  is  in  pos- 
session of  any  of  the  negroes  brought  in  by  the  Wanderer,  for  carry- 
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incr  out  the  United  States  law  to  its  conclusion  for  the  benefit  of 
whoever  was  or  may  become  the  informer. 

This  brings  us  to  the  last  act  upon  the  subject,  that  of  the  15th 
May,  1820.  It  denounces  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  as  a 
pirate,  and  that  he  shall  suffer  death,  who  shall  become  one  of  the 
crew  or  ship's  company  of  any  foreign  [slave]  ship ;  and  that  any  per- 
son whatever  becomes  a  pirate,  and  shall  suffer  death,  who  shall  be- 
come one  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any  vessel,  owned  in  the 
whole  or  in  part,  or  which  shall  be  navigated  for  or  in  behalf  of 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  who  shall  land  from  such  ves- 
sel on  any  foreign  shore,  and  shall  seize  any  negro  or  mulatto  not 
held  to  service  or  labor  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the  States  or  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or 
mulatto  a  slave,  or  who  shall  decoy  or  forcibly  bring  or  carry,  or 
who  shall  receive  on  board  of  such  ship,  any  negro  or  mulatto 
with  intent  to  make  them  slaves.  The  fifth  section  of  the  act  de- 
clares that,  if  either  of  the  same  classes  of  persons  in  the  same 
classes  of  vessels  shall  forcibly  confine,  or  detain,  or  abet,  or  aid  to 
«do  so,  any  negro  or  mulatto  on  either  of  such  ships,  not  held  to 
service  or  labor  by  the  laws  of  any  of  the  States  or  Territories  of 
the  United  States,  with  intent  to  make  such  person  a  slave — or  who 
shall  on  the  high  seas,  or  anywhere  on  tide  water,  transfer  over  to 
any  other  ships  of  vessels  such  persons,  intending  to  make  them 
slaves,  or  shall  land  or  deliver  such  persons  with  the  same  intent, 
or  having  already  sold  ihem,  that  such  persons  shall  be  adjudged 
pirates,  and  on  conviction  shall  suffer  death.  It  was  necessary  to 
be  minute  in  the  recital  of  this  act,  or  you  could  not  have  had  a 
correct  idea  of  it. 

Such,  gentlemen,  has  been  the  legislation  of  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit and  to  punish  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United 
States  from  abroad  by  our  own  citizens  or  by  foreigners. 

It  will  be  found  in  the  history  which  I  will  give  of  that  legisla- 
tion, that  it  is  the  result  of  an  early  and  continued  disapproval  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  both  North  and  South,  of  the 
African  slave  trade.  In  all  of  which,  from  the  very  beginning  of 
our  nationality,  the  distinguished  men  of  both  sections  took  an  ac- 
tive part,  none  of  them  more  decisively  than  Southern  statesmen, 
in  every  act  that  has  been  passed,  irjcluding  the  last.  There  has 
never  been  any  manifestation  of  popular  or  sectional  discontent 
against  them  on  account  of  their  opinion  concerning  the  African 
slave  trade,  or  their  legislation  to  repress  it.  The  acts  for  that  pur- 
pose have  never  been  complained  of  but  by  those  who  had  sub- 
jected themselves  to  their  penalties,  or  who  feared  that  they  might 
be  so,  or  by  a  few  gentlemen,  the  sincerity  of  whose  convictions- 
cannot  be  doubted,  but  who  have  not  as  yet  in  their  speeches  or 
publications  commanded  much  attention  from  their  knowledge  of 
the  history  of  our  legislation,  or  for  their  expositions  of  constitu- 
tional laws  upon  the  subject.  No  serious  attempt  has  been  made 
to  repeal  any  one  of  those  acts,  and  no  one  in  a  condition  to  do 
so,  has  been  found  to  propose  it  with  an  earnest  and  zealous  effort 
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to  accomplish  that.  They  have  been  acquiesced  in,  and  had  a 
popular  approval,  from  the  first  act  that  was  passed  to  the  last,  in- 
clusive. The  judicial  infliction  of  the  penalties  of  those  acts,  which 
has  been  frequently  doriR,  has  always  been  considered  the  bgal  and 
just  consequence  of  the  constitutional  provision  which  gives  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United 
States  after  the  year  1807. 

The  acts  of  1818,  1819,  and  1820,  severe  as  they  may  seem  to 
be,  particularly  the  last,  had  the  active  and  marked  support  of  the 
most  distinguished  Representatives  in  Congress  from  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  and  that  of  the  ablest  Representatives  of  every  other 
State  in  the  Union.  There  was  but  one  opinion  in  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Ropresentatives,  that  the  treaty  engagements  of  the 
United  States  with  Great  Britain,  the  times  and  the  circumstances 
of  them,  called  for  such  acts  in  favor  of  humanity.  They  were  ne- 
cessary to  vindicate  our  national  sincerity  from  almost  an  imputa- 
tion of  connivance  at  the  violations  on  our  coast  of  our  acts  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

What  those  circumstances  were  will  be  shown  by  the  narative  I 
shall  now  give  you.  At  no  time  has  modern  commerce  been  as- 
sailed by  more  extensive  or  more  brutal  piracies  and  murders,  than 
it  was  in  1815,  and  for  three  years  afterward. 

The  general  pacification  in  Europe  in  1814,  and  that  of  the 
United  States  with  Great  Britain,  threw  out  of  employment  num- 
bers of  men  who  had  been  accustomed  to  the  violences  of  war,  and 
to  the  hazards  and    gains  of  privateering. 

They  were  unfitted  for  any  quiet,  social  condition,  were  without 
daily  occurring  or  expected  causes  of  excitement,  and  had  not 
those  virtues  suited  to  the  pursuits  of  peace.  Their  vessels  had  been 
built,  and  equipped,  and  manned  for  pursuit  or  flight,  and  were 
unfit  for  the  carrying  trade  of  commerce.  Many  of  them  were 
soon  employed  in  a  forced  trade,  and  in  smuggling  on  every  shore 
of  the  Atlantic.  The  transition  to  piracy  soon  followed,  I  be- 
lieve, (for  I  speak  from  the  history  of  that  day  and  from  public  docu- 
ments,) there  was  no  nation  in  Europe,  some  of  whose  vessels  were 
not  so  used,  and  many  of  those  of  the  United  States  were  navigated 
by  our  citizens  and  by  foreigners  for  the  same  purpose.  In  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  1816,  and  during  the  following  year,  vessels  of  that 
class  were  on  the  coasts  of  this  continent  from  Cape  Horn  to  the 
Gulf  of  Florida.  At  first  they  were  pirates  without  combinations, 
but  afterwards  became  associated  and  had  places  of  depot  for  the 
sale  and  division  of  their  spoil.  Those  places  were  on  the  unin- 
habited Atlantic  coast  of  America,  and  those  localities  are  now 
known.  At  length  an  adventurer,  daring  and  knowing,  conceived 
the  idea  and  executed  it,  to  make  the  Island  of  Fernandina  their 
rendezvous.  He  seized  it,  declaring  it  to  be  no  longer  a  depen- 
dence of  Spain,  and  organized  a  government  there  in  conjunction 
with  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  were  men  of  broken  for- 
tunes at  home. 

They  claimed  for  themselves  the  privileges  of  nationality,  invi- 
ted an    accession   of  numbers  from  every  part  of  the  world,  re- 
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crtiited  them  as  soldiers,  and  employed  them  on  board  of  cruisers 
which  had  commissions  of  their  own,  with  simulated  documen- 
tary papers  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 
Spain  could  not  dislodge  them.  Our  negotiations  were  ihen  going 
on  for  the  purchase  of  Florida.  In  a  short  time  the  little  Island, 
(now  probably  10  become  a  city  of  note,)  was  filled  with  the  sto- 
len products  of  commerce.  The  plan  was  to  smuggle  them  into 
the  adjoining  districts  of  the  United  States,  overland  by  the  way  of 
Florida,  and  from  points  on  the  St.  Mary's  river  into  the  interior. 
Our  citizens  from  the  north  and  south  did  not  resist  the  tempta- 
tion ;  men  from  the  utmost  east  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
nearer  south  to  the  locality  were  there  for  unlawful  purposes,  just 
as  they  had  been  a  few  years  before,  during  the  war  of  the  United 
States  and  England,  to  smuggle  our  cotton  into  Fernandina  on 
English  account,  and  in  return,  to  smuggle  into  the  United  States 
the  fabrics  of  her  manufactures.  In  a  short  time  this  assumed  gov- 
ernment opened  the  Island  as  a  depot  for  slaves  from  Africa.  Two 
cargoes  of  them  arrived  there  in  the  year  1818,  in  such  a  condi- 
tion of  misery  from  long  confinement,  starvation  and  scourging, 
that  the  representation  of  it  caused  all  over  the  United  States  a 
deep  and  indignant  sympathy.  Those,  and  there  were  but  a  few 
of  them,  who  survived,  were  bought  by  a  citizen  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  by  a  resident  merchant  of  Savannah,  and  were 
successfully  introduced  into  the  United  States. 

A  third  cargo  arrived  under  like  circumstances  and  with  the 
same  results.  It  was  known  that  others  would  follow,  and  with  a 
propf  r  regard  for  humanity,  and  the  political  interest  of  the  na- 
tion, Mr.  Monroe,  then  President,  determined  to  take  possession 
of  the  Island.  It  was  done  by  a  military  force.  The  late  General 
Bankhead  commanded  the  expedition.  Aury's  government  and 
force,  after  a  show  of  resistance,  surrendered.  Himself  and  his 
officers  fled,  and  thus  an  end  was  put  to  their  combination  for 
smuggling  and  piracy.  It  must  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  a 
gush  of  svmpathy  from  such  a  cause  led  to  the  enactment  of  the 
act  of  1820.  It  had  a  deeper  and  a  wider  foundation,  as  you  will 
presently  see,  in  the  long  standing  conviction  of  the  American 
people,  that  the  African  slave  trade  was  wrong  in  itself. 

HISTORY   OF   THE    LEGISLATION. 

Your  attention  will  now  be  called  to  the  history  of  the  legisla- 
tion of  Congress  to  prohibit  the  African  slave  trade,  with  especial 
reference  to  the  religious,  moral  and  political  considerations  on 
which  it  rests,  and  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  of  1820,  ma- 
king that  trade  piracy,  punishable  with  death. 

The  colonial  history  of  the  States,  in  my  judicial  circuit,  North 
and  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  exhibits  the  existence  of  a  pro- 
found impression  among  the  people,  that  the  slave  trade  was  not 
a  legitimate  commerce,  but  that  it  involved  the  perpetration  of 
enormous  crimes.  The  same  feeling,  belief,  and  opinion  had  been 
frequently   expressed   in  Virginia,  and   Maryland  manifested   the 
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same  sentiments  and  a  disposition   to  abolish  it;  all  of  them  sug- 
gested  measures  for  its  discouragement. 

This  sentiment,  common  indeed  to  all  the  colonists,  was  ex- 
pressed by  the  first  Constitutional  Congress  of  1774,  in  its  adop- 
tion, unanimously,  by  all  the  colonies,  of  the  non-importation, 
non-consumption,  and  non-exportation  agreement,  and  with  more 
emphasis  by  the  Congress  of  1776.  That  Congress  resolved  that 
the  importation  of  African  slaves  should  be  abandoned,  and  for  a 
time  there  was  no  State  in  which  the  trade  was  tolerated. 

The  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitution  were  settled  with 
much  deliberation  and  care.  They  were  reported  by  a  committee 
formed  by  a  member  from  each  State,  and  their  report,  with 
amendments,  was  adopted  as  the  complete  and  final  adjustment  of 
our  constitutional  arrangement  of  that  subject. 

This  adjustment  contemplated  that  either  of  the  States  "then 
existing,"  should  retain  the  power  to  admit  slaves  until  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  eight,  and  that  after  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seven,  Congress  should  have  plenary  authority  to  regu- 
late or  prohibit  it.  Mr.  Madison  expressed  the  sense  of  the  Fede- 
ral Convention  when  he  said,  in  the  Virginia  Convention,  "  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  General  Government  would  not  intermeddle 
with  that  property  for  twenty  years,  but  to  lay  a  tax  on  every  slave 
imported,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars,  and  that,  after  the  expiration 
of  that  period,  they  might  prohibit  the  traffic  altogether." 

But  the  reservation  of  the  power  to  "the  United  States"  to  ad- 
mit Africans  to  be  held  as  slaves,  was  opposed  with  much  earnest- 
ness in  the  Federal  Convention  that  passed  it,  and  was  regarded  as 
a  serious  objection  in  many  of  the  conventions  assembled  in  the 
different  States  to  ratify  the  Constitution. 

The  limitation  of  the  power  of  the  United  States,  to  legislate 
upon  the  subject,  did  not.  extend  to  the  trade  with  foreign  nations, 
or  to  the  territories. 

In  the  year  1794  and  1800,  during  the  administration  of  Gene- 
ral Washington  and  Mr.  Adams,  Americau  ships  and  American 
seamen  were  prohibited  from  engaging  in  or  carrying  on  the  slave 
trade  among  foreign  nations,  under  heavy  penalties.  In  1798  and 
1804,  the  trade  was  prohibited  in  the  Mississippi  and  Louisiana 
territories,  comprising  then  all  the  slaveholding  territories  of  the 
United  States. 

In  the  year  1806  President.  Jefferson  congratulated  Congress 
upon  the  approach  of  that  period  when  its  power  became  plenary, 
and  invited  it  to  pass  suitable  laws  for  the  final  suppression  of  the 
trade.  The  prohibitory  sections  of  the  act  of  1807  were  adopted, 
with  unusual  harmony  of  sentiment  by  Congress,  and  was  there- 
suit  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  recommendations.  It  was  said  in  the  de- 
bate that  took  place  upon  that  bill,  that  the  sentiment  was  general 
for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  and  that  the  only  enquiry  was, 
how  it  could  be  most  effectually  done. 

In  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Ghent  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  the  trade  was  pronounced  to  be  "  irrecon- 
cilable with  humanity  and  justice,"  and  the  contracting  parties  en- 
gaged to  use  their  best  endeavors  for  its  abolition. 


APPENDIX.  63 


Charge  of  Mr.  Justice  Wayne— Slave  Trade. 


In  1818,  1819  and  1820,  the  laws  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
subject  v/ere  revised,  and  additional  severity  given  to  the  enact- 
ments. 

Thus,  it  is  seen,  that  during  the  administration  of  the  first  five 
Presidents,  all  of  whom  were  concerned  in  settling  the  foundations 
of  the  Government,  a  series  of  laws,  resting  upon  a  common  prin- 
ciple, and  having  a  common  end,  have  been  adopted  by  the  united 
and  concurring  views  of  the  States  and  the  people,  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  African  slave  trade. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  suppress  the  slave  trade,  by  passing 
all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  that  purpose,  is  not  questioned 
by  any  one  at  all  conversant  with  the  Constitution  and  constitu- 
tional history  of  the  United  States. 

As  a  matter  of  commerce,  the  power  of  Congress  to  regulate 
the  foreign  slave  trade  is  plenary  and  conclusive.  As  it  affects 
navigation  and  the  police  of  the  ocean  and  seas,  the  power  given 
to  define  and  punish  piracies  and  felonies  on  the  high  seas  is  with- 
out limitation.  And  in  so  far  as  it  affects  intercourse  with  the  in- 
habitants of  another  coniinent,  and  the  relations  which  shall  exist 
between  our  citizens  and  those  inhabitants,  the  power  of  Congress 
to  determine  upon  that  intercourse,  and  to  control  the  citizens  of 
the  Uniied  Slates  in  regard  to  it,  is  absolute  and  unconditional. 

The  acts  of  Congress  relating  to  the  slave  trade,  divide  the  of- 
fenders into  three  classes,  and  apportion  various  degrees  of  pun- 
ishment among  them.  I  shall  speak  of  but  one  of  them.  The 
class  treated  as  the  most  criminal,  and  upon  whom  the  denuncia- 
tion of  punishment  falls  most  severely,  comprises  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  the  vessel,  who  are  immediately  employed  in 
carrying  on  the  trade. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  May,  1820,  describes  this  class  as  the 
crew  or  ship's  company  of  any  American  vessel,  or  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  employed  in  any  foreign  vessel,  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  have  said 
in  reference  to  a  similar  enactment:  "As  to  our  own  citizens, 
there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  be  exempted  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  law  of  the  country,  even  though  in  foreign  service. 
Their  subjection  to  those  laws  follows  them  everywhere." 

The  crimes  described  in  this  act  have  been  already  mentioned 
in  almost  the  language  of  it,  but  in  this  connection  the  repetition, 
with  greater  brevity,  will  be  allowable. 

Those  crimes  may  be  committed  by  landing  from  any  such  ves- 
sel, and  on  any  foreign  shore  seizing  a  negro  or  mulatto,  not  a 
slave  under  any  Stale  or  territorial  law  of  the  United  States,  with 
intent  to  make  of  him  a  slave;  or  by  forcibly  or  fraudulently  de- 
coying or  abducting  such  a  person  to  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  forci- 
bly confining  or  detaining  him  on  board  with  such  an  intent ;  or 
selling  or  attempting  to  sell  him  as  a  slave  on  the  high  seas;  or 
landing  him  from  the  vessel  with  such  intent.  The  person  trans- 
gressing, in  either  of  the  particulars  mentioned,  is  to  be  adjudged 
a  pirate,  and  the  penalty  is  death. 
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The  crime  of  kidnapping  the  inhabitant  of  anolher  country  by  a 
citizen  of  the  United  Stat<  s,  or  by  the  employment  of  an  Ameri- 
can vessel,  is  as  plainly  within  the  power  of  Congress  as  t<>  define 
and  punish  and  denominate  it  piracy,  as  it  would  be  for  Congress 
to  punish  for  piracy  the  crew  of  any  vessel  who  might  land  upon 
the  shore  of  the  United  States  with  intent  to  kidnap  or  who  should 
kidnap  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  the  negro  slaves  on 
plantations  situated  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States.  In  either 
case  it  belongs  to  Congress  to  affix  the  punishment  for  the  offence, 
upon  its  own  convictions  of  its  enormity  and  its  mischievous  ten- 
dency. The  denomination  applied  to  the  offender  is  of  no  impor- 
tance to  the  character  of  the  act,  though,  without  designation  oth- 
erwise, it  may  be  as  to  the  punishment  of  the  offence. 

But  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  vindicating  the  classification  of 
the  offence  described  in  the  act  as  piracy. 

The  acts  of  1794,  1800,  1807,  and  1818,  abolished  the  slave 
trade,  and  prohibited  the  employment  of  American  seamen  and 
vessels,  either  in  the  foreign  slave  trade  or  in  the  importation  of 
slaves  to  the  United  States.  The  American  citizen  was  not  al- 
lowed to  acquire  any  title  to  the  subject  of  such  trnftic,  from  any 
person  concerned  in  it.  The  rights  of  the  inhabitants  of  Africa  to 
their  liberty  were  required  to  be  inviolable  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States.  To  this  limited  extent  they  were  placed  upon  the 
same  conditions  as  the  inhabitants  of  any  other  country. 

From  a  remote  antiquity,  the  seizure  and  abduction  of  men  and 
women,  with  the  intent  to  dispose  of  them  as  slaves,  by  the  crew 
or  ship's  company,  of  vessels  roaming  at  large  for  the  purpose  of 
plunder  and  traffic,  have  been  deemed  and  always  called  acts  of 
piracy.  It  was  a  capital  offence  by  the  Jewish  law,  and  to  steal  a 
human  being,  man,  woman  or  child,  or  to  seize  and  forcibly  carry 
away  any  person  whatever  from  his  own  country  into  another,  has 
always  been  considered  to  be  piracy,  and  is  now  so  considered  by 
fdl  nations  enjoying  Jewish  and  Christian  instruction,  punishable 
with  death. 

The  exclusion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Africa  from  such  protection, 
so  far  as  the  nations  of  Europe  are  concerned,  commenied  in  the 
early  part  of  the  14th  century  ;  the  Portuguese  having  then  begun 
the  traffic  in  slaves  from  the  western  shores  of  that  continent. 
But  they  placed  their  rights  to  do  so,  and  their  excuse  for  it,  upon 
the  Roman  law  of  "  Jure  gentium,  servinostri  sunt,  qui  ab  hostibus 
capiuntur." 

Nor  was  it  ever  recognized  in  Europe  to  be  an  allowable  trade 
upon  any  other  principle,  until  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  authorized 
in  1571  the  introduction  of  Africans  into  the  Island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, from  the  establishments  of  the  Portuguese  on  the  coast  of 
Guinea,  to  work  the  mines  in  that  Island.  It  was  subsequently 
sanctioned  by  the  nations  of  Europe  for  the  same  purpose  and  for 
agricultural  labor,  and  for  the  last  it  was  introduced  by  all  of  them 
into  their  respective  colonial  possessions  in  America.  But  now 
the  sanction  of  all  of  them  for  such  a  trade  having  been  withdrawn, 
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a:id  all  of  them  having  declared  it  to  be  piracy,  the  natural  rights 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Africa  are  secured  against  the  violation  of 
them  by  their  respective  citizens  and  subjects,  as  to  the  transporta- 
tion of  them  to  any  port  of  the  world,  with  intent  to  make  them 
slaves. 

A  classical  writer  upon  the  manners  of  the  ancient  Greeks  in- 
forms us:  "The  supply  by  war  of  slaves  there,  seldom  equalled 
the  demand  ;  in  consequence  a  race  of  kidnappers  sprung  up, 
partly  merchants  and  partly  pirates,  who  roamed  about  i  lie  shores 
of  the  Mediterranean,"  as  such  miscreants  do  now  about  the  slave 
coasts,  picking  up  solitary  and  unprotected  individuals.  Greek 
and  Roman  authorities  tell  us  that  when  the  Cilecian  pirates  had 
the  possession  of  the  Mediterranean,  as  many  as  ten  thousand 
slaves  were  said  to  have  been  imported  and  sold  in  one  day. 

Lord  Stowell  describes  a  pirate  "  as  one  who  renounces  every 
country,  and  ravages  every  country  on  its  coasts,  and  ve.-sels  indis- 
criminately." And  it  is  quite  clear,  politically  and  judicially,  that 
a  pirate  is  one  who,  without  a  commission  from  any  public  and  re- 
cognized authority,  shall  ravage  the  coasts,  or  vessels  of  any  coun- 
try indiscriminately.  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  draft  of  the  Declaration 
or  Independence,  denounces  the  African  slave  trade  "  as  a  pirati- 
cal warfare,  the  opprobrium  of  infidel  nations." 

The  motives  and  considerations  which  induced  Congress,  with 
scarcely  a  division,  to  enact  the  law  of  May,  1820,  are  fully  ex- 
plained in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, which  recommended  the  passage  of  the  bill.  "  Congress," 
says  the  committee,  "  have  heretofore  marked,  with  decided  rep- 
robation, the  authors  and  abettors  of  this  iniquitous  commerce  in 
every  form  which  it  assumes,  from  the  inception  of  its  unrighteous 
purposes  in  America,  through  all  the  subsequent  steps  of  its  pro- 
gress to  its  final  consummation — the  outward  voyage,  the  cruel 
seizure  and  forcible  abduction  of  the  unfortunate  African  from  his 
native  home,  and  the  fraudulent  transfer  and  sale  of  the  person  so 
acquired.  It  may,  however,  be  questioned,  if  a  proper  discrimina- 
tion of  their  relative  guilt  has  entered  into  the  measure  of  pun- 
ishment annexed  to  their  criminal  acts.  Your  committee  cannot 
perceive  wherein  the  offence  of  kidnapping  an  unoffending  inhab- 
itant of  a  foreign  country,  in  chaining  him  down  for  a  series  of 
days,  weeks,  and  months,  amidst  the  dying  and  the  dead,  to  the 
pestilential  hold  of  a  slave  ship,  of  consigning  him,  if  he  chance 
to  live  out  the  voyage,  to  perpetual  slavery  in  a  remote  and  un- 
known land,  differs  in  malignity  from  piracy,  and  why  a  milder 
punishment  should  follow  the  one  than  the  other  crime  ?  Are 
there  not  united  in  this  offence  all  that  is  most  iniquitous  in  theft, 
most  daring  in  robbery,  and  cruel  in  murder.  If  the  internal  wars  of 
Africa,  and  their  desolating  effect,  may  be  imputed  to  the  slave  trade, 
and  that  the  greater  part  of  them  must  cannot  now  be  questioned, 
his  crime,  considered  in  its  remote  as  weil  as  its  proximate  conse- 
quences, is  the  very  darkest  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  human  ini- 
quities, and  its  authors  should  be  regarded  as  hostes  humani 
generis." 
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In  the  year  1S23,  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Congress 
adopted  a  resolution  to  request  the  President  to  prosecute,  from 
lime  to  time,  negotiations  with  the  several  maritime  powers  of  Eu- 
rope and  of  America,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African 
slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy  under  the  laws 
of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civilized  world.  This  resolution 
was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  139  yeas  to  9  nays,  and  among  tho.se 
who  voted  for  it  were  Mr.  Buchanan,  now  our  President,  Mr. 
McLean,  of  Delaware,  Mr.  .Poinsett,  Mr.  McDuffie,  and  General 
Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina  ;  Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia  ;  Mr.  Sar- 
geant,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  Stephenson,  of  Virginia,  and  Williams, 
of  North  Carolina.  Charles  Fen  ton  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  the 
mover  of  the  resolution,  in  the  course  of  his  speech  in  support  of 
the  motion,  said  that  technical  objections  had  been  urged,  and 
sneers  have  been  indulged  gainst  the  legal  accuracy  of  the  appli- 
cation of  the  term  piracy  to  the  offence.  Such  criticism  has  no 
sound  reason  to  sustain  it.  The  law  of  nations  is  in  part  natural — 
in  part,  conventional.  Its  only  sanction  is  to  be  found  in  the  phys- 
ical force — its  legal  authority  in  the  express  or  local  consent  of 
nations.  The  consent  of  nations  may  make  piracy  of  any  offence 
on  the  high  seas.  In  seeking  a  denomination  for  a  new  crime,  it 
is  not  necessary  to  invent  a  new  term.  The  object  of  classing  the 
prohibited  act  under  an  old  title,  is  to  provide  for  the  former  a  defi- 
nite and  complete  remedy.  Piracy  under  the  law  of  nations  is 
alike  understood  and  punished  by  all  nations.  And  is  there  no 
analogy  between  the  African  slave  trade  and  the  offence  of  piracy, 
which  would  warrant  the  proposed  classification  of  the  former 
crime  under  the  latter  title?  It  may,  sometimes,  be  difficult, 
amidst  conflicting  authorities,  to  say  what  is  not  piracy,  but  it  can- 
nut  be  so  lo  determine  what  is.  It  is  robbery  on  the  high  seas, 
without  a  lawful  commission  from  any  recognised  authority,  to 
take  from  a  vessel,  without,  color  of  law,  a  single  package  of  goods. 
And  is  it  not  robbery  to  seize,  not  the  property  of  the  man,  but 
the  man  himself,  to  chain  him  down,  witn  hundreds  of  his  fellows, 
in  the  pestilential  hold  of  a  slave  ship,  in  order,  if  he  chances  to 
survive  the  voyage,  to  sell  him  to  a  foreign  master?  By  a  former 
law,  almost  coeval  with  our  Constitution,  we  made  murder  on  the 
high  seas  piracy.  The  seizure  of  an  African  by  the  landing  of  the 
crew  of  a  ve>sel  with  intent  to  make  him  a  slave  on  a  foreign  land, 
is  kidnapping.  .  id  its  consummation  on  the  high  seas  is  within  the 
power  of  Congress  to  "define  and  punish  piracies."  Search  the 
etymology  of  the  term  piracy,  and  its  application  to  crimes,  and 
nothing  restricts  it  to  injuries  to  property,  or  to  offences  which 
have  their  inception  and  termination  on  the  high  seas.  The  act 
of  violation  may  begin  on  the  shore,  and  be  continued  on  the 
ocean,  for  the  consummation  of  it.s  intention  elsewhere,  and  Con- 
gress may  define  it  to  be  either  a  piracy  or  a  felony,  according  to 
its  sense  of  the  enormity  of  the  purpose  or  intention  of  the  per- 
sons concerned  in  it.  Congress  bas  defined  it  to  be  piracy,  and 
has  declared  that  it  shali  be  punished  witli  death. 


APPENDIX.  C7 


of  Mr.  Justice  Wayne — Slave  Trade. 


The  act  of  the  loth  May,  1S20,  on  this  subject,  was  a  consum- 
mation of  its  legislation  for  the  complete  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade.  It  was  not  passed  under  any  momentary  excitement  or  im- 
pulse, but  it  was  the  deliberate  and  considered  act  of  the  Fede- 
ral government  to  carry  out  a  policy  that  had  been  disclosed  in  the 
first  days  of  our  existence  as  a  free  and  independent  people,  and 
which  in  every  stage  of  its  history  had  been  sanctioned  by  the 
moral  sense  of  the  people.  Under  the  resolution  before  men- 
tioned, which  was  so  triumphantly  passed  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, the  executive  government  entered  upon  negotiations 
with  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  year  1824,  its  parliament  followed 
the  lead  of  this  country  in  designating  the  crime  of  abducting  Af- 
ricans from  their  shores  to  make  them  slaves  as  piracy.  Ail  the 
nations  of  Europe,  as  well  as  of  America,  have  followed  in  the 
same  legislation,  and  the  object  of  the  resolution  of  1823  seems  to 
be  near  its  accomplishment. 

Upon  three  occasions  since  1824,  the  subject  has  been  under 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  at  each  time  has  a  determina- 
tion been  fuily  expressed  to  maintain  the  principles  that  have  been 
incorporated  into  the  legislation  of  the  country. 

No  part  of  it  has  been  more  explicit  in  that  declaration  than  the 
States  in  my  judicial  circuit.  Georgia  declared,  in  her  constitution 
of  179S,  that  there  should  be  no  iuture  importation  of  slaves  into 
this  State,  from  Africa  or  any  foreign  place,  after  the  first  day  of 
October  ensuing.  South  Carolina  prohibited  negroes  and  slaves 
of  any  color  from  being  brought  into  the  State  as  early  as  the  4th 
November,  1788.  That  Stale's  act  of  the  21st  December,  1792, 
is  to  the  same  purpose,  wiih  this  addition,  that  there  should  be  no 
importation  of  slaves,  or  negroes,  mulattos,  or  Indians,  Moors,  or 
mestizoes,  bound  to  service  j or  a  term  of  years.  And  her  repeated 
legislation  from  that  time  to  the  year  1^03,  extended  and  renewed 
the  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  slaves  into  that  State.  And 
it  is  a  little  amusing,  too,  that  the  origin  of  the  present  African  ap- 
prentice system  was  begun  in  attempts  to  violate  her  laws  forbid- 
ding the  importation  of  slaves  and  negroes,  under  the  pretence 
that  they  were  only  bound  to  service  lor  a  term  of  years.  But  the 
artifice  was  discovered,  and  the  State  has  the  credit  of  having  ac- 
commodated her  legislation  to  tlie  fraud,  so  as  to  prevent  and  pun- 
ish it.  When  the  Constitution  was  under  discussion,  the  conven- 
tion of  North  Carolina  had  no  legislation  directly  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  slaves.  It  only  imposed  duties  upon  the  introduc- 
tion of  them  into  that  State ;  but  since  her  ratification  of  ihe  con- 
stitution, no  State  in  the  Union  lots  more  faithfully  kept  the  act  of 
Congress  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves,  unless  it  be  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  for,  from  what  I  have  judicially  witnessed 
in  that  State,  I  can  say,  notwithstanding  there  are  a  few  there  who 
are  active  advocates  for  the  renewal  of  the  slave  trade,  that  the 
people  of  the  Slate  are  not  at  all  likely  to  recede  from  their  long 
standing  policy  in  that  regard. 

In    1826,  in   the    discussion    of  the    Panama   Mission,  Colonel 
Hayne,  a  number  of  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
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said  :  "  The  United  Stales  were  the  first  to  set  their  faces  against 
the  slave  trade,  and  the  first  to  suppress  it  among  her  citizens.  We 
aie  entitled  to  the  honor  of  bavins  effectually  accomplished  this 
great  object  ;  not  more  by  the  force  of  our  laws  than  by  the  omnip- 
otent power  of  public  opinion.  In  all  measures  of  this  character, 
every  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens  have  cordially  co-operated, 
and  even  in  those  States  where  slavery  exists,  the  people  have 
gone  heart  and  hand  with  the  government  in  every  measure  calcu- 
lated to  cut  up  this  nefarious  irade  b}  the  roots.  In  the  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  any  man  concerned,  directly 
or  indirectly,  in  this  traffic,  would  be  indignantly  driven  out  of 
society." 

Mr.  Johnson,  a  member  of  the  Senate  from  Louisiana,  said  t 
"  A  general  accordance  in  principle  and  sentiment  prevails  through- 
out tne  civilized  world  in  regard  to  the  duty  and  obligation  of  na- 
tions to  exterminate  the  slave  trade.  It  is  the  prevailing  feeling  of 
the  age.  This  inhuman  traffic  which  fills  t lie  world  with  misery, 
ought  to  be  effectually  suppressed.  It  belongs  to  Christian  nations 
to  put  an  end  to  this  infamous  practice,  with  all  the  crimes  and 
horrors  that  follow  its  commission." 

Judge  Berrien,  of  Georgia,  said  :  "  For  myself,  I  abhor  (he  slave 
trade.  It  is  abhorred  by  my  constituents.  Even  at  the  time  when 
it  was  tolerated  by  our  laws,  it  was  not  in  the  southern  portion  of 
this  Union  that  its  practical  advocates  were  found." 

At  a  later  period  in  the  history  of  the  country,  1843,  the  United 
States  was  called  upon  to  consider  ihe  measures  for  the  execution 
of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  with  Great  Britain,  relative  to  the  sunres- 
sionof  the  slave  trade.  These  measures  will  be  found  in  the  treaty 
negotiated  at  Washington  with  that  power,  frequently  called  the 
Webster  Ashburton  Treaty.  That  treaty  was  ratified,  and  is  now  a 
part  of  the  law  of  the  land.  The  eighth  article  requires  "  both 
countries  to  prepare,  equip,  and  maintain  in  service  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  a  sufficient  and  adequate  squadron  10  enforce  sepa- 
rately and  respectively,  the  laws,  rights,  and  obligations  of  each  of 
the  two  countries  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  The  9lh 
article  recites,  that,  notwithstanding  all  efforts  which  may  be  made 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  suppressing  the  slave  trade,  the  facilities 
for  carrying  on  that  trade  and  avoiding  the  vigilance  of  cruisers,  by 
the  fraudulent  use  of  flags  and  other  means,  are  so  great,  and  the 
temptation  so  strong  for  pursuing  it,  while  a  market  can  be  found 
for  slaves,  that  the  desired  result  may  be  long  delayed  unless  all 
markets  be  >h\i\  against  the  purchase  of  African  negroes.  The 
parties  to  this  treaty  agree  that  they  will  unite  in  all  becoming  rep- 
resentations and  remonstrances  with  any  and  all  powers  within 
whose  dominions  such  markets  are  allowed  to  exis-t ;  and  they  will 
urge  upon  all  such  powers  the  propriety  and  duty  of  closing  such 
markets  at  once  and  forever. 

This  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  thirty-nine 
ayes  to  nine  nays,  three  of  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  repre- 
senting slaveholding  States.     One  of  those  was  Colonel  Benton, 
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and  one  of  the  grounds  of  his  objection  to  the  treaty  was  the  clause 
just  recited,  but  he  declared  the  trade  itself  diabolical  and  in- 
famous. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  mainly  made  by  slave- 
holding  States,  authorized  Congress  to  put  an  end  to  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves  by  a  given  day.  Anticipating  the  limited  day  by  leg- 
islation, Congress  had  the  law  ready  to  lake  effect  on  the  day  per- 
mitted. On  the  first  day  of  January,  1S08,  Mr.  Jefferson  being 
President,  the  importation  of  slaves  became  unlawful  and  criminal. 
A  subsequent  act,  following  up  the  idea  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his 
first  draught  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  denominated  the 
crime  as  piratical,  and  delivered  up  its  pursuers  to  the  Sword  of  Jus- 
tice, as  the  enemies  of  the  human  race.  Vessels  of  war  cruizing  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  under  our  act  of  1819.  have  been  directed  to 
search  our  own  vessels,  to  arrest  the  violators  of  the  law,  to  bring 
in  the  ships  for  condemnation  and  the  men  for  punishment.  At 
this  time  the  government  is  not  unmindful  of  this  treaty  obligation, 
for  our  next  squadron  fur  the  coast  of  Africa  will  consist,  I  believe, 
of  four  steamers  and  as  many  sloops-of-war,  and  four  steamships 
will  probably  cruise  off  Cuba,  to  intercept  slavers  that  may  escape 
the  ships  on  the  African  coast.  Mr.  Calhoun  voted  for  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty,  and  expressed  his  clear  conviction  "that  the  policy 
of  closing  the  markets  of  the  world  was  both  r:ght  and  expedient 
in  every  point  of  view,  that  we  were  deeply  committed  against  the 
traffic,  both  by  legislation  and  treaty.  The  influence  and  the  efforts 
of  the  civilized  world  were  directed  against  it,  and  that  too  under 
our  lead  at  the  commencement." 

Still  later,  in  1855,  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  a  vote 
nearly  unanimous,  decided  that  it  was  not  expedient  to  repeal  the 
laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

The  leading  points  in  the  legislative  history  of  the  laws  under 
discussion  have  been  referred  to,  to  show  upon  what  solid  foun- 
dation of  authority  and  consent  on  the  part  *f  the  executive  and 
legislative  departments  of  the  government,  the  laws  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade  rest.  No  doubt  has  been  entertained 
by  the  long  succession  of  jurists  and  states-men  who  have  been 
concerned  in  their  discussion  and  enactment,  of  the  constitutional 
power  of  Congress  to  pass  them.  There  is  no  question  of  public 
morality  which  has  been  more  clearly  and  solemnly  maintained 
than  that  on  which  this  legislation  reposes.  It  would  be  a  retro- 
grade movement  of  more  than  a  century  to  consent  to  abate  one 
line  of  the  condemnation  of  this  trade,  or  to  relax  any  effort  for 
its  extirpation.  Many  of  the  clauses  of  these  laws  have  come  be- 
fore the  judiciary  department  of  the  United  States  for  interpreta- 
tion ;  property  has  been  sentenced  to  confiscation,  and  men  have 
been  tried  and  some  condemned  for  the  violation  of  them.  Not 
a  question  has  been  decided  in  the  Circuit  or  in  the  Supreme 
Court  which  in  any  manner  impugns  their  validity  as  constitutional 
enactments. 
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Having  thus  given  you,  gentlemen,  the  acts,  and  their  legisla- 
tive history,  all  of  which  have  hitherto  had  the  support  and  con- 
currence of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  by  no  part  of 
the  people  more  so  than  by  the  people  of  the  slaveholding  States; 
should  cases  of  the  kind  be  submitted  to  you  by  the  District  Attor- 
ney, you  will  no  doubt  show  yourselves  true  and  faithful  to  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  our  country. 


INFORMATION 


PEOPLE  OF  COLOR  GOING  TO  LIBERIA. 


The  Republic  of  Liberia  is  situated  on  the  Western  Coast  of 
Africa,  between  the  fourth  and  eighth  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and 
extends  along  five  hundred  and  twenty  miles  of  the  coast,  from  the 
English  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone  to  the  mouth  of  the  San  Pedro 
River.  The  soil  is  good  and  produces  a  great  variety  of  tropical 
productions,  coffee,  cotton,  and  the  sugar  cane,  being  among  the 
most  valuable.  Indian  corn,  sweet  potatoes,  plantains,  bananas, 
and  most  tropical  fruits  and  vegetables  thrive  well. 

The  Society's  ship,  Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  constructed  with  the 
best  accommodations  for  emigrants,  leaves  Baltimore  on  the  1st  of 
May  and  1st  of  November  annually.  She  touches  at  Cape  Mount, 
Monrovia,  Bassa,  Sinou  and  Cape  Palmas,  to  land  emigrants,  freight, 
and  passengers.     Her  passage  is  usually  from  thirty  to  forty  days. 

Emigrants  should  be  well  supplied  with  clothing  similar  to  what 
is  required  in  this  country.  There  is  no  winter  in  Liberia,  but  du- 
ring the  rainy  season  health  is  greatly  promoted  by  wearing  flannel 
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or  other  warm  clothing.  The  emigrant  should  have  a  mattre«a  and  a 
good  supply  of  sheets  and  blankets.  Farmers  and  mechanics  should 
be  well  supplied  with  tools,  and  every  family  should  take  table  furni- 
ture and  kitchen  utensils.  Large  and  unwieldly  furniture  should 
not  be  taken,  but  articles  most  necessary  and  of  small  compass 
they  should  have.  A  keg  of  nails  and  some  domestic  goods  are 
important  to  every  family.  They  have  to  build  a  house,  and  may 
find  it  necessary  to  employ  some  person  or  persons  to  assist  them. 

Each  adult  emigrant  receives  rive  acres  of  land,  and  more  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  his  family.  This  will  be  enough  un- 
til he  becomes  able  to  purchase  more.  All  parents  are  required  to 
educate  their  children  at  the  common  schools. 

The  Colonization  Society  offers  passage  to  Liberia  in  their  ship 
and  support  for  six  months  alter  arrival  to  such  as  have  means  to 
defray  their  expenses,  for  $70,  and  for  children  half  price,  but  to 
such  as  are  unable  to  pay,  gives  a  free  passage  and  subsequent  sup- 
port for  six  months,  medical  attendance,  and  a  comfortable  habita- 
tion. The  industrious  can,  during  these  six  months,  provide  them- 
selves a  house,  plant  a  piece  of  ground,  and  have  things  in  readi- 
ness to  obtain  a  comfortable  living. 

People  live  in  Liberia  as  everywhere  else,  by  industry  and  econ- 
omy. There  is  room  and  sufficient  inducements  for  many  employ- 
ments, which  command  good  wages.  No  class  is  doing  better 
than  farmers.  Of  domesticated  animals  in  Liberia  are  cattle,  swine, 
sheep,  goats,  ducks,  common  fowls,  turkeys,  pigeons,  &c.  Wild 
deerof  different  kinds  in  abundance,  with  many  smaller  animals  and 
various  wild  fowls.  A  great  variety  of  excellent  fish  abound  in 
the  waters. 

Of  vegetables,  sweet  potatoes,  arrow  root,  turnips,  carrots,  beets, 
cabbages,  beans,  cymblius,  peas,  cucumbers,  yams,  cassavas,  and  a 
great  many  other  vegetables  unknown  here,  while  oranges,  citrons, 
lemons,  plantains,  bananas,  guavas,  tamarinds,  and  tropical  fruits 
generally,  flourish. 

Application  for  passage  in  the  Society's  ship  may  be  addressed  to 
Rev.  William  McLain,  Financial  Secretary  of  the  Society,  Wash- 
ington, or  for  freight  and  passage  to  Dr.  James  Hall,  Agent  for  the 
Ship,  Colonization  Oflice,  Baltimore. 


Omissions. 
Page    36,    insert   above    8th    line    from    bottom,    the    word 
"Delegates;"    and   at  bottom  of  same   page,    add  "New 
Jersey — L.  A.  Smith,  M.  L»." 
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CONSTITUTION 


AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

"  Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  '  The  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety.' 

Art.  2.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively  directed  is,  to 
promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  colonizing,  with  their  own  consent,  the  free 
people  of  color  residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Con- 
gress shall  deem  expedient.  And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object,  in 
co-operation  with  the  General  Government  and  such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt 
regulations  on  the  subject. 

Art.  3.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  shall  have  paid  to  the  funds 
of  the  Society  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society  for  one 
year  from  the  time  of  such  payment.  Any  citizen  who  shall  have  paid  the 
sum  of  thirty  dollars,  shall  be  a  member  for  life.  And  any  citizen  paying  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director  for  life.  Foreigners  may  be 
made  members  by  vote  of  the  Society  or  of  the  Directors. 

Art.  4.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  at  Washington,  on  the  third  Tues- 
day in  January,  and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  they  shall  direct.  At 
the  annual  meeting,  a  President  and  Vice  Presidents  shall  be  chosen,  who  shall 
perform  the  duties  appropriate  to  those  offices. 

Art.  5.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  composed  of  the  Directors  for 
life  and  of  Delegates  from  the  several  State  Societies  and  societies  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  Territories  of  the  United  States.  Each  of  such  societies 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  Delegate  for  every  five  hundred  dollars  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Society  within  the  year  previous  to  the  annual  meeting. 

Art.  6.  The  Board  shall  annually  appoint  one  or  more  Secretaries,  a 
Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Committee  of  seven  persons  ;  all  of  whom  shall 
ex  ijfficio  be  members  of  the  Board,  having  a  right  to  be  present  at  its  meetings 
and  to  take  part  in  the  transaction  of  its  business;  but  they  shall  not  vote,  except 
as  provided  in  Article  7. 

Art.  7.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  meet  annually  in  Washington,  imme- 
diately after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  at  such  other  times  and 
places  as  it  shall  appoint,  or  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  at 
the  request  of  any  three  of  the  Auxiliary  State  Societies,  communicated  to  the 
Corresponding  Secretary.  Seven  Directors  shall  form  a  quorum.  But,  if  at 
any  annual  meeting,  or  meeting  regularly  called,  a  less  number  be  in  attendance, 
then  five  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  with  such  Directors,  not  less 
than  four,  as  may  be  present,  shall  constitute  a  Board,  and  have  competent 
authority  to  transact  any  business  of  the  Society  ;  provided,  however,  that  the 
Board  thus  constituted  shall  carry  no  question  unless  the  vote  be  unanimous. 

Art.  8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  according  to  its  own  appoint- 
ment, or  at  the  call  of  the  Secretary.  This  Committee  shall  have  discretionary 
power  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Society,  subject  only  to  such  limitations 
as  are  found  in  its  charter,  in  this  Constitution,  and  in  the  votes  that  have  been 
passed,  or  may  hereafter  be  passed,  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  shall  be  members  of  the  Committee  ex  officio,  with  the  right  to 
deliberate,  but  not  to  vote.  The  Committee  is  authorized  to  fill  all  vacancies 
in  its  own  body  ;  to  appoint  a  Secretary  or  Treasurer  whenever  such  offices  are 
vacant ;  and  to  appoint  and  direct  such  agents  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  Society.  At  every  annual  meeting,  the  Committee  shall  report 
their  doings  to  the  Society,  and  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Art.  9.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended,  upon  a  proposition  to  that  effect 
by  any  of  the  Societies  represented  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary,  and  published  in  the  official  paper  of  the  Society,  three  months  be- 
fore the  annual  meeting  ;  provided  such  amendment  receive  the  sanction  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Board  at  its  next  annual  meeting." 


B|*V1VWVVVV\MVVVV\VW«AVI\V1AWI.. .........  .«  ' 

\  I 

i  FOR  LIBERIA.  $ 

$  J 

>  Our  Ship,  the   Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  sails   regularly  \ 

J  from  Baltimore  and  Norfolk  on  the  1st  of  May  and  1st  of  No-  *> 

|  vember.     Application  for  freight  or  cabin    passage  should  be  I 

J  made  to  Dr.  James  Hall,  Colonization  Office,  Baltimore;  for  { 

j  steerage   passage,   immediately  to  this  office.     The  Ship  will  \ 

j  touch  at  all  the  ports  in  Liberia.  \ 

\  Fare:   Cabin,  $100;   Steerage,  $35.     Freight,  $1.50  a  bar-  \ 

I  rel,  30  cents  a  cubic  foot,  $10  a  ton.     Palm  oil,  5  cents  a  gallon  { 

\  on  the  entire  capacity  of  the  casks.     No  single  package  will  be  I 

\  taken  for  less  than  $1. 

|        All  freight  will  be  received  and  delivered  alongside  the  ship,  i 

\  or  landed  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  shipper  or  consignee.  | 

$  Passage  and  freight  to  be  paid  in  advance.     Five  per  cent.  $ 

i  primage  will  be  charged  on  all  freight  which  is  not  paid  in  \ 

5  advance. 

'        #$fAll  persons  sending  parcels  and  packages  by  Express  or  \ 

>  otherwise  to  Baltimore,  to  be  forwarded  in  the  ship,  must  pay  i 

,  the  expenses  on  the  same,    including  drayage  to  the  ship  in   I 

,  Baltimore.     No  freight  will  be  received  at  Norfolk.— The  ship   J 

|  will  only  touch  there  for  emigrants  and  their  baggage  and  other  { 

*  belongings.  $ 

I        All  letters  sent  to  the  care  of  this  office  will  be  duly  forwarded   \ 
<    in  the  ship.  I 
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\  i«  issued  on  the  first  of  each  month,  at  $1  per  annum,  payable  \ 

|  in  advance.     Remittances  may  be  made  for  the  Repository  to  \ 

\  the  Rev.  Win.  McLain,  Financial  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  \ 

I  the  Society,  to  whom  letters  on  financial  matters  should  be  ad-   J 

i  dressed.     On  subjects  connected  with  the  publications  of  the   \ 

i  Society,  or  its  general  correspondence,  communications  maybe  I 

*  addressed  to  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

i  I 
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Death  of  Friends. 


Among  the  distinguished  friends  of  this  Society,  who,  since  the 
last  general  meeting,  have  finished  their  course  on  earth,  we  record 
with  profound  respect  and  sorrow  the  name  of  Joseph  Gales,  Esq., 
senior  editor  of  the  National,  Intelligencer,  a  member  for  several  years 
of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  since,  for  a  longer  period,  a  Vice 
President  of  the  Society.  The  services  cheerfully  rendered  by  Mr. 
Gales  to  this  Institution  were  of  inestimable  value.  His  command- 
ing intellect,  and  heart  warm  with  sentiments  of  philanthropy,  en- 
abled him  to  appreciate  the  grandeur  of  its  object,  and  disposed  him, 
through  the  columns  of  bis  most  able  journal,  to  exhibit  it  in  its 
various  multiplied  relations,  and  strengthen  public  confidence  in  its 
wisdom  and  benevolence. 

To  him  was  the  cause  of  the  Society  indebted,  in  a  season  of  great 
peril,  for  the  defence  and  support  of  Mr.  Ashmun,  who,  through 
his  influence  and  earnest  recommendation,  was  appointed  first  colonial 
agent  in  Liberia,  and  thus  enabled  to  give  vigor  and  permanency  to 
that  then  feeble  and  disturbed  community,  and  nobly  to  vindicate  his 
own  character  and  fame. 
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In  the  decease  of  the  Rev.  Cortlandt  Van  Rennsalaer,  D.  D., 
of  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  a  Vice  President  of  the  Society;  of 
the  Rev.  Robert  S.  Finley,  of  Talladega,  Alabama,  (though  a 
native  and  long  a  resident  of  New  Jersey;  of  the  Rev.  J.  W. 
Ellingwood,  D.  P.,  of  Bath,  Maine;  and  of  the  Rev.  Hugh 
McMillan,  P.  P.,  of  Cedarville,  Ohio,  this  Society  is  deprived  of 
friends  to  Avhose  decision  of  purpose,  earnest  and  persevering  labors, 
and  ever  ardent  benevolence,  the  cause  of  African  Colonization  is 
largely  indebted. 

Mr.  Finley,  animated  by  the  spirit  of  his  venerable  father,  the 
principal  founder  of  the  Society,  devoted  several  years  of  his  life 
to  its  interests  in  the  Western  and  Southwestern  States,  and  by 
his  impressive  addresses,  persuasive  conversation,  his  arguments, 
and  appeals  through  the  press,  induced  thousands  to  consider  the 
reasonableness  and  magnificent  promise  of  the  scheme.  Others  may 
have  been  as  decided  in  their  attachment  as  he,  but  few  so 
realized  the  Pivine  agency  in  the  enterprise,  or  the  inestimable 
good  which  Providence  would  confer  by  it  upon  two  quarters  of  the 
world. 

It  was  stated  in  the  last  Report  that  the  Ship  of  the  Society  left 
Baltimore  on  the  2d  of  November.  On  the  14th  of  Pecember,  she 
arrived  at  Cape  Mount,  and  on  the  16th  at  Monrovia.  Of  her  sixty- 
three  emigrants,  thirty-two  proceeded  to  Careysburg,  five  to  St.  Paul's 
River,  and  twenty-six  to  Sinou. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  the  Society's  Agent,  Mr.  Dennis, 
wrote : 

"The  last  emigrants  to  Careysburg  arc  doing  well,  none  of  them 
have  died,  and  nearly  all  are  now  in  their  own  houses." 

On  the  5th  of  March,  the  Stevens  returned  to  Baltimore,  and  on 
the  21st  of  April,  with  147  emigrants,  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Savannah  River,  Georgia,  at  which  point,  (having  arrived  on  the  30th, 
and  all  things  being  arranged  for  despatch  by  the  Financial  Secretary,) 
she  received  on  board  a  company  of  81  persons  from  that  State,  and 
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on  the  2d  of  May  spread  her  sails  for  Liberia.  Of  this  entire 
expedition,  136  were  slaves  emancipated,  and  92  born  free. — 
Upon  seventy-three  of  these  the  great  gift  of  freedom  was  be- 
stowed by  a  single  individual,  A.  Cuthbert,  Esq.,  of  Jasper 
County,  Georgia,  son  of  an  eloquent  member  (now  deceased)  of 
the  U.  S.  Senate  from  that  State.  Mr.  Cuthbert  cheerfully  and  v 
liberally  supplied  his  people  with  such  articles  for  housekeeping, 
tools  and  implements  of  husbandry,  as  must  enable  them  to  enter 
upon  their  life  in  Liberia  with  fair  prospects  of  success.  The 
Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Payne  and  family,  with  health  improved  by 
their  visit  of  a  few  months  to  the  United  States,  returned  by 
this  opportunity  to  Cape  Palmas.  Several  returning  Liberians 
were  also  among  the  passengers.  Of  the  emigrants,  173  landed 
at  Monrovia  and  proceeded  immediately  to  the  interior  settlement 
of  Careysburg. 

The  Stevens  returned  to  Baltimore  on  the  20th  of  September,  with 
a  full  cargo  of  palm  oil,  coffee,  sugar,  and  molasses,  but  without 
passengers,  owing  to  her  ill  condition,  which  compelled  the  captain  to 
employ  several  Kroomen  for  the  pumps,  and  to  hasten  home  for 
repairs. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  this  fine  ship  took  her  departure 
on  her  ninth  voyage  with  eighty  emigrants,  three  recaptured 
Africans,  and  several  cabin  passengers.  Among  these  last  were 
Dr.  James  Hall  and  daughter,  with  her  friend  Miss  Sumner, 
hoping  for  renewed  health  from  the  voyage;  and  the  Rev.  C.  C. 
Hoffman  and  family,  returning  to  their  missionary  home  at  Cape 
1 'aim  as. 

Of  these  emigrants,  all,  with  three  exceptions,  were  born  free. 
They  were  a  respectable  body  of  people,  mostly  accustomed  to  agri- 
culture, and  selecting  for  their  home  the  flourishing  interior  settle- 
ment of  Careysburg. 

The  annexed  tables  show  the  States  from  which  the  emigrants 
of  the  last  year  came,  and  the  names  of  those  to  whom  many  were 
indebted  for  their  freedom. 
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Eighth  Voyage. 


BORN 

STATE. 

FREE. 

SLAVE. 

BY  WHOM  EMANCIPATED. 

Pennsylvania     -     -     - 

39 

_ 

Massachusetts  -     -     - 

1 

- 

District  of  Columbia    - 

1 

- 

Maryland     -     -     -     - 

2 

- 

Do.         ---    - 

- 

2 

By  Harper  Young. 

Virginia      -    -    -    - 

_ 

16 

Will  of  Wilson  B.Clarke. 

Do.         ...    - 

- 

1 

Bought  by  his  wife,  chil- 
dren and  friends. 

Do.         ---    - 

_ 

2 

By  Miss  F.  C.  Burwell. 

Do.         ---- 

_ 

1 

Purchased  by  his  wife. 

Do.         .... 

- 

18 

Will  of  Capt.  Adams. 

Do.         ...    - 

3 

- 

Do.         .... 

- 

1 

Purchased  by  his  wife. 

South  Carolina       -     - 

26 

- 

Connecticut       -     -     - 

1 

- 

Tennessee    -     -     -     - 

- 

3 

By  Mary  Sharp. 

Do.         ---- 

- 

5 

Will  of  J.  E.  Stephenson. 

Kentucky     -     -     -     - 

- 

1 

By  Miss  Sarah  Logan. 

Georgia        -     -    -    - 

— 

73 

By  A.  Cuthbert,  Esq. 

Do.         ---    - 

_ 

5 

Will  of  Mrs.  Martha 

Do.         ---    - 

— 

3 

Moderwell. 

Mississippi  -    -     -     - 

13 

2 

Illinois 

7 

- 

Iowa 

2 

— 

95 

133 

Ninth  Voyage 

Connecticut 

5 



Pennsylvania 

32 

- 

Wisconsin  ... 

7 

- 

Illinois       ... 

10 

- 

Do.          - 

- 

1 

Emancipated  by  D. 

11. 

Ohio 

1 

- 

Given. 

Georgia      ... 

5 

- 

North  Carolina  - 

17 

- 

Kentucky  - 

- 

2 

By  J.  M.  C.  Irvin. 

77 

o 

Recaptured  Afric 

ans,  3. 

1 
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African  Slave  Trade. 

The  recent  revival  of  the  African  Slave  Trade  has  excited  the 
regrets  and  indignation  of  all  the  friends  of  humanity  and  the 
special  attention  of  our  Government.  The  proposal  long  since  made 
by  the  United  States  to  mark  this  inhuman  trade  as  a  capital 
offence  against  the  common  law  of  Nations,  has  not  yet  received  the 
sanction  of  all  the  Christian  Governments,  nor  has  Great  Britain  en- 
forced her  treaties  with  Spain  on  the  subject,  which  (since  the  intro- 
duction of  African  slaves  is  almost  exclusively  confined  to  her  do- 
minions) would  go  far  towards  its  entire  suppression.  Our  Govern- 
ment has  recently  acquired  great  advantages  against  this  traffic,  from 
the  substitution  of  small,  swift,  armed  steamers,  in  place  of  large 
sailing  ships,  on  the  coasts  both  of  Africa  and  Cuba;  and  more 
Africans  have  been  recaptured  within  the  last  six  months  than  in  any 
former  equal  period.  In  April  and  May  last,  Lieut.  Craven,  of  the 
steamer  Mohawk,  captured  the  bark  Wildfire;  Lieut.  Com.  Stanley, 
of  the  Wyandotte,  the  brig  William;  and  Capt.  Maffit,  of  the  Cru- 
sader,  the  bark  Bogota:  from  which  three  vessels  were  landed  at 
Key  West  1,432  Africans.  The  President  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  19th  of  May,  in  a  special  message  to  Congress,  brought  the  con- 
dition of  those  landed  from  the  Wildfire,  to  its  consideration,  and  de- 
claring it  probable,  "judging  from  the  increased  activity  of  the  slave 
trade,  and  the  vigilance  of  our  cruisers,  that  several  similar  captures 
may  be  made  before  the  end  of  the  year,"  recommended  "  that  an 
appropriation  should  be  granted,  large  enough  to  cover  such  contin- 
gencies." 

"The  period,"  (he  adds,)  "has  arrived,  when  it  is  indispensable 
to  provide  some  specific  legislation  For  the  guidance  of  the  Executive 
on  the  subject.  With  this  view  I  would  suggest  that  Congress  might 
authorize  the  President  to  enter  into  a  general  agreement  with  the 
Colonization  Society,  binding  them  to  receive,  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
from  our  Agent  there,  all  the  captured  Africans  which  may  be  de- 
livered to  him,  and  to  maintain  them  for  a  limited  period,  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  may  combine  humanity  towards  these  unfor- 
tunates with  a  just  economy.  This  would  obviate  the  necessity  of 
making  a  new  bargain  with  every  new  capture,  and  would  prevent 
delay  and  avoid  expense  in  the  disposition  of  the  captured.  The  law 
might  then  provide  that  in  all  cases,  where  this  may  be  practicable. 
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the  captor  should  carry  the  negroes  directly  to  Africa,  and  deliver 
them  to  the  American  Agent  there,  afterwards  bringing  the  captured 
vessel  to  the  United  States  for  adjudication." 

In  pursuance  of  these  recommendations  of  the  President,  the  fol- 
lowing amendatory  Act  was  passed,  and  is  on  this  subject  the  present 
law: 

AN  ACT  to  amend  en  act  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  arts 
prohibiting  the  slave-trade." 

Bp  it  enacted,  &c,  That  it  shall  and  may  he  lawful  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  contract  with  any  person  or  persons, 
society  or  societies,  or  body  corporate,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five 
years,  to  receive  from  the  United  States,  through  their  duly  consti- 
tuted agent  or  agents,  upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  all  negroes,  mulat- 
toes,  or  persons  of  color,  delivered  from  on  board  vessels  seized  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  slave-trade  by  commanders  of  the  United 
States'  armed  vessels,  and  to  provide  the  said  negroes,  mulattoes,  and 
persons  of  color  with  comfortable  clothing,  shelter,  and  provisions, 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  one  year  from  the  date  of  their  being- 
landed  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  at  a  price  in  no  case  to  exceed  one 
hundred  dollars  for  each  person  so  clothed,  sheltered,  and  provided 
with  food  :  Provided.  That  any  contract  so  made  as  aforesaid  may 
be  renewed  by  the  President  from  time  to  time  as  found  neces- 
sary, for  periods  not  to  exceed  five  years  on  each  renewal. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  instructions 
to  the  commanders  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  directing 
them,  whenever  it  shall  be  practicable,  and  under  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  he  may  prescribe,  to  proceed  directly  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  there  deliver  to  the  agent  or  agents  of  the  United  States 
all  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  persons  of  color,  delivered  from  on  board 
vessels  seized  in  the  prosecution  of  the  slave-trade,  afterwards  bring- 
ing the  captured  vessels  and  persons  engaged  in  prosecuting  the  slave- 
trade  to  the  United  States  for  trial  and  adjudication. 

Sec  ."1.  And  be  It  further  enacted,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  take  immediate 
measures,  in  his  discretion,  in  accordance  with  existing  laws,  and 
with  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  this  act,  for  removing  to  the 
coast  of  Africa,  and  there  providing  with  food,  shelter,  and  clothing, 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year  from  the  date  of  landing  in  Africa, 
the  captured  Africans  recently  landed  in  the  southern  district  of 
Florida,  and  that  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
be  appropriated  for  that  purpose  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated  by  law. 
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The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to  whom  the  execution  of  this 
law  was  entrusted  by  the  President,  lost  no  time  in  completing  a  con- 
tract with  this  Society,  through  the  Rev.  William  McLain,  Financial 
Secretary,  for  the  conveyance  of  these  unfortunate  Africans  in  the 
best  ships,  supplied  with  all  the  means  of  health  and  comfort  on  the 
voyage,  from  Key  West  to  Liberia,  and  their  support  and  instruction 
for  twelve  months  after  their  arrival. 

Three  large  ships — the  Castillian,  of  1,000  tons,  the  South  Shore, 
of  941  tons,  and  the  Star  of  the  Union,  of  1,057  tons — were  char- 
tered in  New  York  at  the  cost  of  $37,500,  and  with  supplies  for  the 
voyage  and  the  subsequent  support  of  these  Africans,  to  the  value  of 
8(30.778. 98,  dispatched  to  Key  West  to  convey  them  with  the  least 
possible  delay  to  Liberia. 

Before  these  ships  had  anchored  at  Key  West,  sorrow,  suffering 
and  disease,  the  usual  sad  attendants  upon  the  victims  of  the 
slave  trade,  had  reduced  the  number  of  these  poor  Africans  from 
1,492  to  1,138;  and  though  the  Government  sent  an  Agent  in  each 
of  the  chartered  ships,  and  the  Society  a  physician,  to  watch  over 
their  interests  and  guard  their  health,  of  the  1,138  who  were  received 
on  board  at  Key  West,  but  893  were  landed  in  Liberia.  The  young- 
medical  gentlemen  employed  by  the  Government  and  the  Society  in 
this  service  of  philanthropy ,  were  Dr.  Webster  Lindsly,  W.  P.  Young, 
M.  D.,  Dr.  J.  M.  McCalla,  and  Dr.  Grynies,  all  of  Washington,  who 
returned,  we  are  happy  to  say,  from  the  discharge  of  their  painful 
and  arduous  duties,  in  good  health.  The  Agent  of  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment for  Recaptured  Africans,  the  Picv.  John  Seys,  resident  at  Mon- 
rovia, devoted  himself  assiduously  to  the  welfare  of  these  Africans, 
while  much  .sympathy  and  kindness  were  expressed  towards  them  by 
the  people  of  Liberia. 

The  unexpected  arrival  at  Monrovia,  on  the  8th  of  August,  of  the 
Storm  King,  with  619  slaves,  captured  by  the  Steamer  San  Jacinto, 
Capt.  Dornin,  and  within  twenty-four  hours  thereafter  of  the  ship 
Eric,  a  prize  to  the  Steamer  Mohican,  Lieut.  J.  W.  Dunuington, 
having  867  slaves  on  board,  and  the  well  founded  expectation  of 
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speedy  accessions,  by  other  captures,  to  these  numbers,  excited  serious 
apprehension  and  alarm  in  the  Government  and  among  the  citizens  of 
Liberia;  and  by  the  earliest  opportunity  President  Benson  informed 
the  Society  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  of  the  great  evils  he  con- 
sidered inevitable  from  the  introduction  into  that  small  civilized 
community  of  large  numbers  of  liberated  barbarians,  unless  means 
should  be  amply  supplied  by  the  United  States  and  the  control  of 
them  be  exclusively  confided  to  the  Liberian  Government.  In  view 
of  the  communications  of  President  Benson,  of  the  Rev.  John  Seys, 
and  others,  and  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  New 
York  State  Colonization  Society,  the  Executive  Committee  invited  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  to  consider  the  relations  of 
this  Society  to  the  recaptured  Africans  and  Liberia,  and  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  should  be  judged  best  for  the  interests  of  all  concerned. 
On  the  24th  of  October  the  Directors  met  in  this  city,  when  a 
statement,  with  despatches  and  documents,  was  submitted  by  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  the  whole  subject  demanding  considera- 
tion, referred  to  a  special  committee,  who,  the  next  day,  presented 
the  following  report  and  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Washington  City,  October  25,  1860. 
To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  A.  Col.  Society  : 
Gentlemen  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
lations of  the  American  Colonization  Society  and  the  Republic  of 
Liberia,  concerning  recaptured  Africans,  and  especially  what  action 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  is  necessary  and  proper  "under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, have  agreed  to  present  the  following  report,  and  propose 
the  accompanying  resolution  for  adoption  : 

"The  interests  of  Liberia  and  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
are,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  identical  in  relation  to  Re- 
captured Africans,  as  in  all  other  respects.  The  safety  and  peace  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  the  wisest  provision  for  the  support  and 
training  to  civilized  habits  of  the  Recaptives,  are  alike  to  be  sought. 

"  By  reference  to  the  Articles  of  Agreement  between  the  Republic 
of  Liberia  and  the  American  Colonization  Society,  entered  into  by 
the  Directors  of  the  Society  and  the  Commissioners  of  the  Republic, 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  20th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1848,  and  which,  if  ratified  by  the  Government  of  Liberia 
within  the  space  of  twelve  months  from  the  date  thereof,  were  to  be 


AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY.  13 

Proceedings  of  Directors. 

binding  both  on  the  Society  and  the  Republic,  it  appears  that  article 
4th  provided  that  '  Recaptured  Africans  shall  be  admitted  as  hereto- 
fore, the  United  States  Government  making  provision  for  their 
support.' 

"  This  agreement  was  ratified,  with  certain  explanations  by  the 
Government  of  Liberia,  by  resolution  of  its  Senate  bearing  date 
March  2,  1849,  [in  which  ratification,]  to  prevent  subsequent  mis- 
understanding, and  to  make  more  clear  the  meaning  of  sections  7 
and  9  of  article  1,  and  article  4. 

"  The  ratified  treaty,  thus  explained,  was  received  by  this  Society, 
and  no  objections  were  made  to  the  proposed  explanations.  By  the 
acquiescence  of  this  Board,  and  by  the  action  under  this  Agreement 
as  explained  by  both  parties,  it  might  be  fairly  supposed  that  they 
were  accepted  by  the  Board,  though  no  formal  resolutions  to  that 
effect  appear  to  have  been  adopted. 

"  Ten  years  after  the  forming  of  this  agreement,  for  the  first  time, 
the  practical  question  arose  as  to  the  rights  and  relations  of  the 
parties  under  article  4th,  when  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
returned  to  Africa  the  Recaptured  Africans  of  the  Echo,  in  the 
Niagara,  and  landed  them  in  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  under  a  con- 
tract with  the  Society  to  support  them  one  year. 

"The  question  as  to  the  relations  between  this  Society  and  the 
Government  of  Liberia,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  was,  at  the  session 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  held  in  January,  1859,  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  the  President  of  the  Society  and  the  Executive 
Committee,  to  report  some  proper  mode  of  settling  it. 

"  In  the  absence  of  President  Latrobe  from  the  meeting  in  Janu- 
ary last,  no  action  was  taken  on  the  subject. 

"  By  the  numerous  captures  of  slavers  which  have  been  made  since 
the  Board  adjourned,  and  the  landing  in  Liberia  of  some  twenty- 
three  hundred  Africans,  increased  excitement  has  arisen  in  Liberia, 
accompanied  by  alarm  for  the  future  safety  of  the  Republic,  should 
the  American  cruisers  continue  to  act  with  equal  vigor  and  land  their 
cargoes. 

"  By  numerous  letters  recently  received  from  President  Benson  and 
others,  it  is  apparent  that  a  decision  on  the  whole  subject  ought  no 
longer  to  be  delayed  ;  your  committee,  therefore,  recommend  for  the 
adoption  of  this  Board  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Whereas,  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  Liberia,  dated  on 
the  2d  of  March,  1849,  the  agreement  made  between  the  Commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  Liberia  and  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
in  New  York,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1848,  was  ratified  upon  the  ex- 
planations given  by  the  said  Commissioners,  and  set  forth  at  length 
in  said  resolution;  and  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether  the 
silent  acquiescence  of  this  Society  in  said  explanations  is  a  sufficient 
expression  of  concurrence  on  its  part  to  give  validity  to  said  articles  of 
agreement,  therefore,  to  exclude  all  possibility  of  doubt  in  the  premises, 


14  UOBTY-FOUBTTI  ANNUAL  BEPOHT. 


i  ecs  of  Directors. 


"  Be  if  resolved  by  fin-  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  That  they  hereby  expressly  concur  in  the  explana- 
tions aforesaid,  and  do  consent  that  the  articles  of  agreement  afore- 
said shall  have  at  all  times  the  effect  therein  suggested. 

"We  thus  formally  ratify  the  agreement,  as  explained  hy  the 
►Senate  of  Liberia,  and  remove  all  doubt  as  to  its  validity. 

"  In  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  and  to 
carry  out  its  object,  we  also  submit  the  following  resolutions  for  the 
adoption  of  the  Board  : 

"Resolved,  That  this  Society  agree  to  transfer  to  the  Liberian 
Government  the  execution  of  its  contracts  for  one  year's  support  and 
care  of  the  recaptives  which  were  landed  in  Liberia  during  the  months 
of  August  and  September,  1860,  holding  it  bound,  as  proposed  by 
President  Benson,  faithfully  to  fulfill  all  our  obligations  assumed  in 
said   contracts. 

*•"  Resolved,  That  so  long  as  it  may  be  deemed  expedient  to  land 
recaptured  Africans  in  Liberia,  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  desire  to  employ  the  agency  of  this  Society  in  the  care  and 
support  of  recaptured  Africans  in  Liberia,  and  it  can  be  done  in 
harmony  with  the  Grovernment  of  Liberia,  this  Society  will  continue 
to  commit  to  that  Grovernment  the  execution  of  such  contracts  with 
the  United  States  Grovernment. 

••  Resolved,  That  this  Society  does  not  desire  to  make  a  profit  in 
the  transaction  of  this  work  of  humanity,  whether  as  the  agent  of  the 
United  Stales  Government  or  as  aiding  the  Liberian  Government, 
and  that  inasmuch  as  for  a  long  period  the  youthful  recaptives  will 
require  care  and  be  a  source  of  expense  to  the  Liberian  Government, 
Ave  recognize  the  justice  of  receiving  and  holding  all  money  devoted 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  their  support,  subject  to 
the  use  and  order  of  the  authorities  of  Liberia,  to  be  drawn  by  such 
person  and  on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  said  Govern- 
ment and  this  Board. 

••  Resolved,  That  this  Board  recommend  to  the  Republic  of  Liberia, 
in  order  to  assure  all  parties  interested  as  to  the  wise  and  safe  dis- 
posal of  the  recaptives,  and  the  faithful  expenditure  of  the  funds  for 
their  best  interests,  to  provide  by  act  of  the  Legislature  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Commissioners  for  recaptured  Africans,  whose  duties 
shall  be  fully  defined  by  law. 

'•  Resolved,  That  any  money  now  in  the  Society's  treasury  un- 
expended of  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress  at  its  last  session, 
be  placed  at  the  control  of  the  Government  of  Liberia,  or  expended 
at  its  direction,  on  condition  said  Government  binds  itself  to  fulfill  all 
the  obligations  imposed  on  this  Society  by  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment for  the  support  and  care  of  the  recaptives  for  one  year: 
and  on  the  further  condition  that  the  emigrant  agent  of  this  Society, 
and  the  agent  of  the  United  States  for  recaptured  Africans,  shall  at 
all  times  have  full  privilege  to  examine  into  the  care  and  disposition 
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of  the  recaptured  while  in  pupilage,  and  their  representations  of  any 
neglect  or  injustice,  properly  made  to  the  Liberian  Government, 
shall  be  attended  to,  and  due  correction  applied. 

u  Resolved,  That  in  instances  where  apprenticed  recaptives  are 
treated  with  cruelty,  or  their  education,  food,  or  clothing',  as  pro- 
vided for  in  the  indentures,  are  not  furnished,  on  the  complaint  of 
this  Society's  agent,  or  the  United  States  agent,  examination  shall 
he  made  and  the  indentures  forfeited. 

" Resolved,  That  this  Board  expresses  its  earnest  desire  and  trust, 
that  the  recaptured  may  be  so  cared  for  as  to  become  fully  incor- 
porated as  a  portion  of  the  civilized  Christian  community  of  Liberia, 
with  all  the  rights  of  its  native  born  citizens. 

"  Resolved,  In  order  to  perfect  the  arrangements  referred  to  in 
the  foregoing  resolutions.  Dr.  James  Hall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  ap- 
pointed a  Commissioner  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  to 
convey  them  to  the  Government  of  Liberia,  and  to  enter  into  .such  a 
contract  with  the  latter  as  shall  carry  them  into  full  effect,  to  be  bind- 
ing irom  its  date,  but  subject  to  modification,  if,  on  being  hereafter 
submitted  to  this  Board,  there  should  seem  to  be  occasion  therefor. 

••  Resolved,  That  should  it  be  in  the  power  of  the  Financial  Sec- 
retary. Rev.  William  McLain,  to  leave  the  United  States  for  Africa, 
along  with  Dr.  Hall,  he  be  united  with  the  latter  in  the  commission 
now  created." 

Dr.  James  Hall,  appointed  Commissioner  to  carry  into  complete 
effect  with  the  Government  of  Liberia  the  views  of  the  Directors, 
sailed  in  the  Stevens  on  the  first  of  November  for  that  Republic; 
and  upon  the  distinguished  ability  and  prudence  of  this  gentleman, 
and  his  large  experience  in  African  affairs,  the  Committee  and  friends 
of  the  Society  rely  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  of  his 
mission,  in  a  manner  most  satisfactory.  In  the  ship  with  the  Com- 
missioner were  sent  supplies  to  the  value  of  more  than  814,000,  for 
the  recaptured  Africans. 

Under  date  of  October  31,  1860,  President  Benson  informs  the 
Society  of  the  capture  of  the  bark  Cora  by  the  U.  S.  Ship  Constel- 
lation, and  the  landing  from  her  of  6d4  slaves,  and  that  GIG  slaves 
had  been  landed  from  the  brig  Bonita,  a  prize  to  the  V .  S.  Ship 
San  Jacinto. 

I  that."  says  the  President,  '-we  have  had  landed  in  the  Re- 
public, within  about  two  months,  nearly  four  thousand  recaptives.  of 
whom  this  Government  will  have  to  render  an  account  in  the  future, 
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both  in  this  and  the  nest  world.  We  are  alarmed !  yet  we  trembling- 
ly received  them  in  Liberia,  under  the  firm  belief  that  the  American 
Colonization  Society  will,  with  characteristic  justice  and  benevolence, 
promptly  accede  to,  and  have  carried  out,  the  plan  and  arrangements 
proposed  and  fully  set  forth  in  my  communications  by  the  Storm  King, 
and  the  President  Benson.  Pray  relieve  us  without  delay.  In  ad- 
dition to  humanity,  nothing  has  tended  to  influence  this  Grovernment 
to  allow  such  a  number  of  wild  savages  to  be  landed  here  in  our  com- 
munities before  the  proper  understanding  and  provision,  than  the 
unwavering  confidence  this  Government  has  in  the  justice,  benevo- 
lence and  purity  of  motives  of  the  American  Colonization  Society; 
that  our  patrons,  by  whom  during  so  many  years  of  anxiety  and  dis- 
couragement, we  were  fostered,  would  do  right  by  acting  justly 
toward  Liberia." 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Africans  captured,  the 
number  landed  in  Liberia,  the  mortality  which  occurred  in  the  inter- 
vening period,  and  exhibits  something  of  the  cruel  effects  of  the  slave 
trade : 

Recaptured  Africans. 


Landed  at  Key  West — From  the  Wildfire,   - 

-      507 

"       William,   - 

-      513 

"      Bogota,     - 

-      412 

Total, 

,     1,432 

Died  at  Key  West, - 

-      294 

Embarked  for  Liberia — By  the  Castillian,  - 

-      400 

"      South  Shore, 

-      355 

"      Star  of  the  Union, 

-      383 

Total. 

,     1,138 

Died  on  the  passage,  ------- 

-      245 

Landed  in  Liberia — From  the  Castillian,  at  Cape  Mount, 

-      308 

"       South  Shore,  at  Bassa,  - 

-      240 

"       Star  of  the  Union,  at  Sinou, 

-      343 

Total 

,       891 

Captured.         Died. 

Landed. 

Erie, 897                30 

867 

Storm  King,      ...         -           619                   3 

616 

Cora,        -----           705                 11 

694 

Bonita, 622                   6 

616 

Total  landed,  -     - 

2,793 

From  Key  West, 

891 

Total,     3,684 
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In  a  letter  of  October  31,  1860,  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, the  Rev.  John  Soys,  United  States  Agent  for  Recaptured 
Africans,  says : 

"It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  have  the  honor  of  informing  you 
that  the  recaptives  of  the  notorious  Echo,  brought  here  by  the 
Niagara  in  November,  1858,  are,  with  a  few  exceptions,  alive  and. 
well,  making  rapid  improvement  in  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and 
many  of  them  regular  attendants  on  the  worship  of  God  and  members 
of  Christian  churches. 

"  The  base  and  unfounded  slander  perpetrated  against  the  people 
of  Liberia  by  a  certain  correspondent  of  Key  West,  1  am  happy  to  be 
able  to  refute.  That  any  one  of  the  Echoites  was  ever  taken  back 
to  Congo,  sold  again  and  recaptured  in  the  Wildfire  or  any  other 
slaver  is  entirely  false. 

;-  Allow  me  to  say  that  two  hundred  Africans  were  landed  herefrom 
the  Niagara,  some  70  having  died  on  the  way.  Of  those,  ten  died 
from  disease  and  emaciation  soon  after  landing,  and  on  my  arrival 
here  on  the  24th  December,  I  found  190. 

••  These  were  well  taken  care  of  by  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  and  after  a  proper  time  bound  out  by  the  authorities  of 
Liberia  to  citizens  generally.  The  President  insisting  on  a  distribu- 
tion of  these  people  among  the  different  counties  :  30  were  sent  to 
Grand  Cape  Mount;  30  to  Grand  Bassa;  25  to  Sinou ;  30  to  Cape 
Palmas,  and  the  balance  (75)  kept  in  Monrovia  and  the  rural  settle- 
ments up  the  river.  I  went  down  the  coast  myself  with  them. 
Now,  of  all  these  people,  we  can  give  account  to  the  best  of  our 
knowledge,  based  on  careful  counting  and  research. 

••  The  people  of  Cape  Palmas,  are  alive,  well,  contented,  and  im- 
proving rapidly  :  this  has  been  said  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hoffman,  and  pub- 
lished; and  Bishop  Burns  would  have  furnished  me  with  a  written 
statement  of  a  similar  character,  but  the  unexpected  despatch  of  the 
Bonita,  and  her  sailing  to-day,  prevents  him. 

"  The  people  of  Grand  Cape  Mount  are  all  alive  and  well.  One 
man  found  a  wife  in  the  cargo  of  the  Erie,  and  it  was  a  rare  gratifi- 
cation  to  me  to  let  him  have  her  immediately. 

••  At  Sinou  two  have  died;  their  graves  can  be  pointed  out  to  the 
correspondent  at  Key  West,  and  if  he  ever  visits  us  he  would  learn 
that  two  of  these  Congoes  of  the  Echo,  are  married  to  American 
wives.  Of  those  left  here,  two  deaths  occurred,  as  far  as  my  know- 
ledge extends.  One  boy  who  had  been  attached  to  the  family  of  the 
Rev.  John  Roberts,  and  one  girl  bound  to  a  Mrs.  Afons,  who  died  of 
small  pox.  The  remainder  are  to  be  seen  and  known,  giving  evi- 
dence of  the  wisdom  and  humanity  of  that  Government  which,  at 
such  an  outlay,  snatched  them  from  endless  bondage,  and  sent  them 
here  to  be  free  and  happy. 
9 
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"  The  sheer  ignorance  of  this  Key  West  correspondent  will  appear, 
when  it  is  told  that  Congo  River  is  some  1,968  miles  from  Monrovia, 
that  the  value  of  fifty  slaves  would  be  expended  in  journeying  by 
land  from  here  to  take  one  back  to  be  resold;  that  the  journey  would 
be  dangerous  in  the  extreme  to  any  Liberian;  and  lastly,  that  to  go 
by  sea  to  carry  a  slave  is  an  impracticability.  No  vessel  trades  be- 
tween this  place  and  Congo  River."  *         * 

That  a  single  doubt  exists  of  the  general  wisdom  and  benevolence 
of  our  Government  towards  the  Recaptured  Africans,  is  a  cause  for 
deep  regret.  The  misery  and  mortality  which  have  prevailed  among 
them  for  a  time  after  their  capture,  are  the  natural  consequences  and 
results  of  the  African  Slave  Trade.  The  policy  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  endeavors  of  this  Society,  are  directed  to  alleviate 
their  distresses,  civilize  their  habits,  improve  their  condition,  and 
confer  upon  them  the  inestimable  blessings  of  Christian  character  and 
Christian  hope.  Liberia  was  founded  to  become  a  home  for  them,  as 
well  as  for  our  free  colored  population.  In  no  other  region  will  be 
found  a  soil  and  climate  so  well  adapted  to  their  health  and  comfort, 
truer  friends,  or  equal  advantages.  The  wisdom  and  benevolence  of 
Virginia  statesmen  first  urged  the  adoption  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment of  its  present  humane  policy  towards  Recaptured  Africans:  it 
has  met  with  general  approbation,  and  we  trust  will  long  continue  to 
illustrate  the  kindness  and  liberality  of  our  country  towards  those 
cast  in  wretchedness  and  helplessness  upon  its  care.  Here  it  maybe 
proper  to  remark,  that  the  sum  allowed  by  the  Government  to  the 
Society  for  the  Africans  sent  out  in  the  Niagara  was  $150  each,  a 
sum,  as  stated  by  the  President,  much  less  than  when  the  Govern- 
ment managed  the  business  by  its  own  Agents.  "But,"  says  the 
Report  of  the  Massachusetts  Society,  "the  price  needs  no  apology. 
It  costs  $75  each,  on  an  average,  to  carry  over  civilized  emigrants 
and  take  care  of  them  six  months,  when  we  can  foresee  our  own  busi- 
ness and  make  economical  arrangements,  charging  nothing  for  ac- 
commodations and  facilities  which  have  already  cost  large  amounts. 
To  take  care  of  totally  uncivilized  paupers,  provide  for  all  of  them  a 
year,  and  be  responsible  for  the  education  and  support  of  the  children 
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till  of  age,  at  twice  that  sum,  and  to  do  this  whenever  called  upon, 
and  not  able  even  to  guess  when  the  call  may  come,  or  for  how  many 
we  must  provide,  is  doing  the  work  as  cheap  as  the  Government  ought 
to  desire." 

We  regret  that  the  sum  of  8150  each  for  the  care  and  support  of 
the  recaptives  stmt  from  Key  West,  failed  to  receive  the  sanction  of 
the  Senate,  and  that  6100  was  substituted  as  the  price. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  Executive  Committee  instructed 
the  Traveling  Secretary,  the  Rev.  John  Orcutt,  to  visit  the  West, 
and  ascertain  the  condition  of  certain  free  persons  of  color  from 
Arkansas,  make  known  to  them  the  advantages  of  Liberia,  and  inform 
them  that  ten  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  by  the  Society  to 
aid  any  respectable  numbers  of  their  families  who  might  decide  to 
seek  homes  in  that  Republic. 

Mr.  Orcutt  found  a  portion  of  the  free  colored  population  of  the 
West  disposed  to  consider  the  subject,  and  some  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent and  respectable  preparing  to  emigrate. 

The  last  Reports  of  the  New  York  and  Massachusetts  Societies, 
express  decided  opinions,  that  the  disposition  of  our  free  colored  people 
to  emigrate  to  Liberia  is  increasing,  and  must  continue  to  increase. 

••  Aroused,''  says  the  New  York  Report,  "by  late  events  to  consider 
their  prospects  in  America,  seeing  no  probability  of  an  early  solution 
of  the  difficulties  in   their  situation,  to  some  extent  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  magnitude  of  Africa,  and  its  resources  of  wealth, 
and  above  all  convinced,  by  undeniable  facts,  of  the  prosperity  and 
38  of  Liberia,  our  free  colored  population  are,  to  an  extent  far 
id  that  of  any  former  period,  ready  to  go  forth  and  take  pos- 
it  of  their  inviting  inheritance.     With  this  promise  of  future 
emigration,  the  Society  will  need  in  coining  years  an  enlarged  stream 
of  voluntary  benevolence,  and  thus  urge  forward  to  far  greater  results 
a  work  already  so  well  begun." 

The  Massachusetts  Report  enumerates  several  reasons,  producing  a 
conviction  in  the  minds  of  our  most  intelligent  and  thoughtful  free 
colored  people,  that  '-Africa  offers  the  most  encouraging  prospect  of 
a  satisfactory  home.  Thither  the  most  intelligent  and  enterprising 
among  them  are  annually  going,  and  must  continue  to  go  in  inereas- 
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ing  numbers,  and  the  performance  of  our  duty  towards  them  will 
require  increasing  means." 

From  the  Report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  we  learn  that  the 
prejudice  of  the  colored  population  of  that  State  is  giving  way,  and 
many  desire  to  help  forward  the  work  of  an  African  nationality. 
Hence  a  larger  emigration  of  this  class  has  taken  place  the  last  twelve 
months,  than  previously  during  any  equal  period. 

We  have  sought  in  vain  from  Liberia  exact  and  complete  statistical 
information  in  regard  to  population,  education,  commerce,  agricul- 
ture, occupations,  and  results  of  mechanical  industry,  and  can  report 
only  general  statements  of  decided  progress  in  all  that  adds  vigor  and 
prosperity  to  a  State. 

At  the  National  Fair,  held  in  March  last  at  Bassa,  but  two  counties 
(owing  to  difficulty  of  communication  at  that  season  with  that  place) 
were  represented.  Yet  the  "articles  exhibited  are  reported  as  of 
greater  variety,  of  better  quality,  and  of  larger  quantity,  than  at  any 
previous  Fair.  Cotton,  white  and  brown  sugar,  coffee  of  a  very 
superior  quality,  cattle  and  poultry,  vegetables  and  fruits  of  extra- 
ordinary growth,  as  well  as  numerous  specimens  of  manufacturing 
and  mechanical  skill,  gratified  the  eyes  of  the  visitors." 

Some  of  the  native  chiefs  have  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  cotton, 
and  at  their  own  request  been  supplied  with  seed  by  the  President. 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Directors,  at  their  meeting 
last  year,  a  few  agricultural  implements,  and  among  them  four  cotton 
gins,  have  been  placed  for  sale  at  cost  in  the  public  store  at 
Monrovia. 

Of  the  commerce  of  Liberia,  our  returns  are  imperfect.  For  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1859,  the  custom  house  of  the  port  of 
Monrovia  shows  a  total  of  imports  of      -         -         -         -     $143,854 

Exports, 100,369 

Excess  of  exports, 46,515 

Of  the  imports,  $86,651  was  from  the  United  States,  $31,908  from 
Great  Britain,  $24,634  from  Hamburg,  $439  from  Amsterdam,  and 
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$222  from  Italy.  Of  the  exports,  $60,493  was  to  the  United  States, 
$62,996  to  Great  Britain,  $65,565  to  Hamburg,  and  $1,315  to  Sierra 
Leone. 

The  exports  were,  495,194  gallons  of  palm  oil,  333  tons  of  cam- 
wood, 2,335  pounds  of  ivory,  19,474  pounds  of  sugar,  10,707  gallons 
of  molasses,  1,007  pounds  of  coffee,  and  775  bushels  of  palm  kernels. 

From  five  other  ports  of  entry  in  Liberia,  returns  have  not  been 
received,  yet  one  of  them,  Bassa,  is  known  to  be  a  principal  mart  for 
the  palm  oil  and  coffee  trade.  The  failure  of  our  Government  to 
admit  Liberian  vessels  to  our  ports  on  the  same  terms  as  those  of 
other  most  favored  nations,  and  on  which  our  vessels  are  admitted  to 
hers,  disposes  the  Liberians  to  seek  from  England  their  supplies.  It 
has  been  well  said,  "The  Liberians  would  be  good  customers  to  the 
United  States,  for  which  they  have  every  preference,  if  they  were 
allowed  to  be  such.  They  would  purchase  our  manufactured  goods 
of  all  kinds,  and  pay  for  them  in  their  ivory,  camwood,  palm  oil, 
indigo,  sugar  and  coffee.  But  the  course  of  our  Government  shuts 
out  the  Liberian  customer,  and  drives  him  to  England,  where  he  finds 
encouragement."  "You  will  see,"  says  President  Benson  in  May 
last,  "by  the  Herald,  that  two  Liberian  vessels,  the  brig  E.  N.  R<v/<: 
and  the  schooner  Moses  Sh&pperd,  left  here  last  week  with  full 
cargoes  of  Liberian  produce  for  England.  This  we  may  regard  as  a 
mere  beginning." 

The  influence  of  the  Liberian  Government  over  the  native  tribes 
under  its  authority  and  beyond  its  jurisdiction,  continues  to  increase, 
and  is  attended  with  the  growth  of  civilization  and  its  precious  fruits 
of  good  order,  industry,  comfort,  and  peace.  Under  the  "  act  to 
maintain  peace  and  enforce  order  upon  the  highways  of  the  Terri- 
tory," President  Benson  announced  his  purpose  to  have  the  barri- 
cades of  the  towns  in  the  Cape  Mount  district  demolished,  and  sub- 
sequently he  visited  that  place,  summoned  the  hostile  chiefs  to 
meet  in  a  convention,  heard  their  complaints,  reconciled  their  differ- 
ences, enforced  the  principles  of  justice,  and  taught  the  lesson  of 
peace.     Wars  had  raged  among  these  chiefs  for  many  years,  and  no 
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one,  says  the  Liberia  Herald,  that  considers  the  destruction,  avarice, 
and  horror  of  the  slave-trade,  and  its  blighting  effects  upon  all  the 

interests  of  the  country,  can  fail  to  rejoice  that  peace  is  restored,  and 
so  much  good  accomplished  without  any  resort  to  force.  The  re- 
moval of  the  barricades  made  all  to  realize  that  the  Government  of 
Liberia  was  their  common  safe-guard,  nor  were  the  presence  and  de- 
cisions of  the  President  less  effectual  in  the  peaceful  adjustment  of 
difficulties  between  several  chiefs  to  the  leeward,  at  New  Sesters, 
Trade  Town,  and  Grand  Bassa  proper.  Fines  were  imposed  on 
several  chiefs  for  their  clelinquences,  and  promptly  paid. 

In  allusion  to  the  fact  that  a  tax  of  one  dollar  had  been  imposed, 
with  the  consent  of  the  chiefs,  on  each  male  adult  under  their 
authority,  President  Benson  says,  the  townships  within  this  Republic, 
with  few  exceptions,  are  amply  provided  with  schools,  yet  it  is  my 
purpose,  so  soon  as  the  taxation  law  begins  to  operate  among  the 
aborigines,  to  establish,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  an  existing  law,  at 
least  one  common  school  in  each  county,  the  number  to  be  increased 
in  proportion  as  circumstances  may  justify,  for  the  special,  though 
not  exclusive  tuition  of  native  youth. 

It  is  a  fact  of  much  interest  that  funds  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  $80,000,  are  held  in  trust  by  an  incorporated  Society  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  by  the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society,  for  the 
establishment  and  support  of  Liberia  College,  the  whole  of  which  is 
yielding  a  satisfactoiy  income.  The  funds  held  in  New  York  sup- 
port a  number  of  students  at  the  Alexander  High  School,  in  Mon- 
rovia, and  other  Institutions. 

The  friends  of  Africa  must  rejoice  to  know  that  scholars  at  the 
Alexander  High  School,  at  Monrovia,  are  instructed  in  the  Latin, 
Greek,  and  Hebrew  Languages,  and  that  in  various  Missionary 
Seminaries  in  Liberia  and  at  Sierra  Leone,  as  well  as  on  other  parts 
of  that  coast,  native  Africans  are  in  the  process  of  education,  not  only 
for  commercial  business  and  various  secular  professions,  but  for  the 
Holy  Ministry  of  Christ. 


AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY.  23 

New  Building  of  the  Sor 

On  the  20th  of  June  hist,  arrived  at  Monrovia  a  small  and  beauti- 
ful steamer,  the  Seth  Grosvenor,  Capt.  Reimer,  built  and  sent  to 
Liberia  by  the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society,  in  compliance 
with  the  order  of  Johnson,  Turpin  &  Dunbar,  a  mercantile  firm  of  Mon- 
rovia, and  intended  to  be  used  in  conveying  the  mails,  freight  and 
passengers,  from  one  point  of  the  coast  of  that  Republic  to  the  other. 
Her  arrival  diffused  universal  joy. 

"Whether."  says  the  Liberia  Cliristian  Advocate,  "she  proves 
I  to  the  extent  of  her  owners'  expectations,  we  hail  her  as 
the  certain  harbinger  and  pledge  of  other  early  coming  vessels,  adopt- 
ing her  means  of  locomotion,  but  arranging  themselves  side  by  side 
with  the  white-winged  crafts,  for  the  furtherance  of  African  civiliza- 
tion and  improvement." 

The  building  ordered  by  the  Directors  to  be  erected  for  the  busi- 
aud  accommodation  of  this  Society,  is  nearly  completed,  and 
may  be  left  to  speak  for  itself,  of  the  skill  and  taste  of  the  architect, 
and  of  the  ability  and  fidelity  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  was  confided 
the  progress  and  management  of  the  work.  The  responsibilities  in 
this  case  have  been  discharged  with  cheerfulness,  and  at  an  expense 
of  time  and  labor  which  must  be  highly  appreciated  by  the  Directors 
and  by  all  the  friends  of  the  Institution.  For  the  following  descrip- 
tion of  this  building  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Neilson,  the  architect: 

The  site  of  the  new  building,  which  will  contain,  with  other  apart- 
ments, the  offices  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  fronts 
twenty -five  feet  on  Pennsylvania  avenue,  and  eighty-two  feet  nine 
inches  on  4-1  street,  at  the  southwest  intersection. 

As  the  building  is  intended  to  produce  the  largest  revenue  that 
can  be  obtained  from  it  without  interfering  with  its  use  as  an  office 
for  the  Society,  the  whole  ground  floor  is  appropriated  to  business 
purposes,  and  consists  of  one  store  fronting  on  Pennsylvania  avenue, 
sixty-feet  in  depth,  with  an  average  width  of*  twenty  feet,  having  a 
handsome  entrance  on  the  avenue,  and  a  wider  one,  for  heavy  g 
about  midway  of  the  store,  from  -i!  street.  This  last  entrance  also 
c  unmunicates  with  the  cellar  of  the  store.  There  are,  on  4-]  street, 
three  stores,  one  twenty-four  feet  by  fifteen  feet,  one  sixteen  feet  by 
nineteen,  one  sixteen  feet  by  fifteen  feet,  all  provided  with  good  eel- 
la  >.  The  entrance  to  the  offices  and  upper  rooms  is  on  the  angle 
of  the  streets.  The  main  stair  ascending  almost  from  the  door,  is 
five  feet  wide  and  of  easy  rise,  leading  in  one  flight  to  the  second  story, 
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which  contains  the  offices  of  the  Society — three  rooms,  en  suite,  mak- 
ing a  length  of  sixty  feet,  on  an  average  width  of  seventeen  feet. 
These  rooms  contain  a  good  brick  fire-proof  safe,  and  have  water 
and  the  usual  conveniences  of  gas,  etc..  and  are  furnished  with  fire- 
places. On  the  same  floor  are  two  good  offices,  one  twenty-seven 
feet  by  sixteen  feet,  and  one  twenty -four  feet  by  fifteen  feet,  accessible 
from  the  corridor,  perfectly  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  furnished 
with  fire-places. 

The  third  story  which  is  fourteen  feet  high  in  clear  pitch,  is 
reached  by  a  continuance  of  the  same  five-feet-wide  easy  stairway. 
It  contains  one  very  good  office,  about  twenty-five  feet  by  twenty-four 
feet,  fronting  on  the  avenue,  and  on  4}  street,  also  the  large  meeting 
Hall  and  Committee  rooms.  The  Hall  is  thirty-eight  feet  by  twenty- 
six,  has  abundant  closets  and  a  Committee  room  of  twenty-four  feet 
by  fifteen  feet.  At  this  story  the  stair  changes  to  a  more  simple 
one  in  two  flights,  each  four  feet  wide,  lighted  from  above,  covering,  at 
the  landing,  water-closets  and  other  water "  fixtures,  and  leading  to 
the  fourth  and  last  story :  this  is  divided  into  three  large  and  three 
medium  sized  rooms,  all  of  good  pitch,  well  lighted,  supplied  with 
chimney  flues,  and  all  opening  on  well  ventilated  passages.  The 
roof  which  is  flat  is  separated  from  the  fourth  story  by  a  considerable 
air  space. 

The  building  is  most  substantially  constructed.  On  a  heavy  stone 
foundation,  laid  in  hydraulic  cement,  stands  the  first  story  of  cast-iron. 
The  upper  part  of  the  building,  on  both  fronts,  being  of  light 
colored  and  dark  freestones  mixed,  backed  by  thick  walls  of  brick  in 
cement.  Wherever  possible,  the  partition  walls  are  of  brick,  and  the 
whole  structure  is  separated  at  the  roof,  from  surrounding  buildings, 
by  a  fire-wall  substantially  coped  with  brick  in  cement.  The  roof  is 
covered  with  tin. 

The  style  of  the  building  is  Italian.  The  windows  of  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  stories,  are  arched,  and  are  capped  and  enriched; 
the  building  is  divided  by  ranges  of  quoins  separating  the  fronts, 
and  covered  by  a  dentil  cornice  and  ballustrade. 

The  Rev.  John  Orcutt,  Traveling  Secretary  of  the  Society,  has 
'  continued  his  earnest  and  judicious  efforts  in  New  England  with  his 
usual  success.     He  reports  favorably  of  the  state  of  public  sentiment 
in  the  States  visited. 

The  Rev.  Franklin  Butler  has  done  much  during  the  year  to 
awaken  new  interest  in  the  cause  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont;  in  each  of  which  exist  at  present  State  Societies,  well 
disposed  to  second  endeavors  to  aid  the  influence  of  the  Society  and 
increase  its  funds. 
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New  Jersey  Settlement. 

The  Rev.  B.  0.  Plimpton  and  J.  C.  Stockton,  Esq.,  have  been 
engaged  in  northern  Ohio  with  their  usual  zeal  and  success. 

The  attention  of  the  Directors  has  been  repeatedly  invited  to  the 
subject  of  establishing  a  settlement  on  the  highlands  east  of  Bassa, 
purchased  some  years  ago  by  the  New  Jersey  State  Colonization 
Society,  nor  have  the  Executive  Committee  neglected  any  reasonable 
means  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object.  They  sought  the 
sanction  and  co-operation  of  President  Benson,  and  early  in  the  year 
resolved,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  New  Jersey  Society, 
to  expend  the  funds  it  had  kindly  advanced  in  opening  a  road  and 
preparing  the  way  for  this  new  interior  settlement.  They  appealed 
earnestly,  through  the  Repository,  to  the  free  people  of  color ;  ex- 
hibiting to  them  the  multiplied  and  great  advantages  of  such  settle- 
ment, trusting  that  a  few  respectable  families  would  consent  to  become 
pioneers  in  the  enterprise.  This  hope  is  not  yet  realized.  The 
Committee  cannot  doubt  that  an  object  so  desirable  will  at  no  distant 
day  be  attained. 

The  road  from  the  St.  Paul's  River  to  Careysburg  was  for  a  season 
suspended,  by  the  action  of  the  Liberian  Government,  but  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  this  Society  have  neglected  no  proper  means  for 
hastening  its  completion.  The  opening  of  this  road  for  wagon  com- 
munication will  greatly  diminish  the  cost  of  removing  emigrants  with 
their  stores  from  Monrovia,  as  well  as  prove  highly  conducive  to  the 
trade  and  prosperity  of  Careysburg  and  settlements  which  may 
rise  in  its  vicinity. 

The  Rev.  John  Seys,  who  has  devoted  so  large  a  portion  of  his 
active  and  earnest  Christian  life  to  Liberia,  urges  that  she  send  her 
coming  and  increasing  population  to  the  healthy  mountains  and 
valleys  of  the  interior. 

"  Let  Careysburg,  (he  says,)  with  its  rapid  improvements  and  natural 
resources,  be  but  the  beginning  of  a  number  of  such  settlements.  Let 
New  Jersey  persevere  in  her  settlement  of  Bassa.  Let  Pennsylvania 
furnish  us  with  twenty  families  and  means  to  locate  them  on  the 
Junk  River,  that  fine,  healthy,  rich  country,  where  millions  of  acres 
of  land  invite  the  immigrant  to  come,  and  be  rich  and  happy." 
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Testimony  to  Health  and  G-ood  Order. 

The  testimony  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Burns,  Bishop  of  the  Methodist 

Episcopal  Church,  a  citizen  of  that  Republic  for  nearly,  if  not  quite, 

twenty  years,  on  one  or  two  points,  should  not  be  omitted  in  this 

Report.     Alluding   to   the   reported    unhealthiness  of  the  African 

climate,  he  writes : 

"In  good  health,  no  more  fears  need  now  be  entertained  in  coming 
to  Liberia,  than  may  be  felt  by  individuals  in  coming  out  to  reside  in 
the  southern  cities  of  the  Union.  A  great  many  lives  are  thrown 
away  here,  that  might  be  saved  with  only  suitable  care  on  the  part  of 
the  individuals  themselves."  Further,  he  observes,  "No  doubt  exists 
now,  I  should  suppose,  in  the  mind  of  any  one.  that  Liberia  is  natu- 
rally and  sufficiently  affluent  in  resources  to  meet  the  demands  of  a 
great  people.  Developments  have  been  made  in  nothing  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale.  The  means  are  wanting  to  do  this.  But  a  sufficient 
number  of  trials  have  been  made  in  the  several  departments  of  manual 
labor  life,  as  well  as  in  other  directions,  about  which  it  is  our  duty  to 
be  concerned  to  know,  forever  to  settle  the  question  of  Liberia's 
natural  capabilities  to  support  and  make  prosperous  and  happy  a 
great  population." 

In  the  early  part  of  last  year,  as  the  Presidential  election  approached, 
political  orators  and  writers  urged  the  claims  of  their  respective 
candidates  with  vehemence  and  words  of  bitter  invective  and  reproaches. 
The  friends  of  this  young  Republic  feared  that  intemperance  of 
speech  and  writing  might  be  succeeded  by  some  public  disorders. 

In  his  Inaugural  Address,  President  Benson  uttered  a  few  sen- 
tences, expressive  of  his  hopes  for  the  future,  which  the  people  of  the 
United  States  will  do  well  to  hear : 

"  Fellow-citizens,  in  proportion  as  years  increase  upon  me,  do  I  dis- 
cover the  vastness  of  the  field,  and  the  responsibility  of  the  work 
marked  out  by  Divine  Providence  for  Liberia  upon  this  continent. 
"Who  is  it  that  can  look  through  the  vista  of  the  future,  without 
being  satisfied  that  there  must  in  the  very  nature  of  things  be  an  ex- 
tensive expansion  of  our  Territory;  co-extensive  with  which,  we  trust, 
will  be  the  diffusion  of  Religion,  letters,  and  law,  and  a  rapid  assimi- 
lation to  us,  of  the  teeming  tribes  of  this  vast  continent,  their  con- 
federation or  consolidation  with  us — tribes,  many  of  whom,  in  their 
seclusion  in  central  Africa,  now  possess  all  the  essential  elements  a  id 
susceptibilities  of  a  great  and  noble  people ;  and  surely  one  cannot 
refrain  from  indulging  in  an  anticipation  almost  amounting  to  a 
certainty,  of  a  glorious  future  for  Liberia,  a  future  whose  glory  will 
exceed  the  present  in  brilliancy,  far  more  than  the  clear  noonday 
does  the  beclouded  morning  sun. 
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"  Let  our  friends  in  foreign  lands,  who  have  for  many  years 
anxiously  watched  our  progress ;  whose  prayers  and  means  have  for 
so  long  a  time,  been  kindly  and  magnanimously  tendered  in  our  be- 
half; whose  solicitude  for  our  well  being  and  success  is  no  less  than 
our  own ;  let  them  know,  let  them  from  this  moment  receive  this 
declaration  most  respectfully  made  unto  them,  as  an  assurance  ema- 
nating from  the  heart  of  each  individual  citizen  of  Liberia  separate- 
ly, and  then  again  as  emanating  in  the  aggregate  from  every  heart 
united  in  one,  that  '  Liberia  will  not!  cannot!  and  shall  not  be  dis- 
graced by  civil  wars  !'  Let  the  declaration  of  truth  go  forth  to  them 
this  day,  that  their  fears  of  civil  war  amongst  us  during  the  last  year 
were  unfounded ;  such  a  thought,  apprehension  or  intention  could 
find  no  place  to  exist  in  any  Liberian's  head  or  heart." 

Let,  then,  this  Society  thank  God  and  take  courage.  Let  us 
cherish  the  principles  and  policy  of  its  Founders;  let  us  forsake  not 
their  way.  High  above  political  controversies  and  sectional  prejudices, 
in  the  spirit  of  Christian  patriotism  and  philanthropy,  they  sought  to 
accomplish  the  sublimest  ends  by  worthiest  means;  to  unite  all  true 
hearts  in  all  the  States  of  this  glorious  Union  in  a  scheme  commend- 
ing itself  to  the  universal  reason,  unlimited  in  the  extent  and  dura- 
tion of  its  beneficence.  Powerless  except  by  consent,  mighty  through 
the  popular  will;  two  races  are  interested  in  the  success  of  this 
Society,  and  Africa  with  all  her  millions  awaits  the  blessings  which 
it  would  communicate,  through  her  returning  children — the  treasures 
of  civilized  institutions,  commerce,  and  the  revelations  of  the  Divine 
Saviour  of  the  world.  In  the  imitation  of  His  example,  the  establish- 
ment and  enlargement  of  His  Kingdom  is  our  glory. 

Comparatively  worthless  are  all  perishable  monuments;  inexpressi- 
bly sublime  the  deliverance  of  immortal  souls  from  the  bondage  of 
corruption,  and  their  introduction  to  the  perfect  liberty  of  the  Sons 
of  God.  Then  only  will  the  benevolence  of  this  Society  be  fully 
realized,  when  every  descendant  of  Africa  shall  feel  its  benignant  in- 
fluence. 

Touched  with  gratitude  to  the  Almighty  lor  his  incomparable 
blessings,  may  this  Nation  have  grace  to  achieve  a  work  for  Africa, 
surpassing,  in  the  judgment  of  the  wise  and  good,  the  glory  of  the 
greatest  deeds  as  yet  recorded  in  her  Annals ! 
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Address  of  Hon.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe. 

The  forty-fourth  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in  the 
Hall  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  of 
January,  1861.  The  Hon.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  President  of  the 
Society,  took  the  Chair.  The  Divine  blessing  was  invoked  by  the 
Eev.  Peter  Parker,  of  Washington. 

The  President  of  the  Society  then  addressed  the  meeting  in  the 
following  words : 

We  have  met  here  to-night  to  commemorate  the  organization  of  our  Society  in 
December,  1S16.  Our  country  had  then  just  emerged  from  war.  Less  than 
two  years  had  elapsed  since  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain.  Vic- 
tories at  sea,  victories  upon  land,  had  signalized  the  martial  character  of  our 
people.  The  sectional  disaffection  that  had  existed  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war  had  been  drowned  in  the  triumphs  of  the  "  United  States"  and  the 
"  Constitution,"  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Champlain,  and  Lundy'sLane,  and  Chip- 
pewa, and  New  Orleans.  A  common  danger  had  united  all  men.  Com- 
mercial activity  was  the  order  of  the  day.  The  national  energy,  ceasing  to 
manifest  itself  in  battle,  had  turned  to  the  subjugation  of  the  wilderness.  Mr. 
Monroe  had  just  been  elected  President,  and  was  tranquilly  awaiting  inaugura- 
tion. Business  of  every  description  prospered;  and  in  the  quiet  of  peace,  the 
better  appreciated  because  of  the  late  hot  strife,  We  found  ourselves  a  proud, 
and  brave,  and  contented  nation. 

It  was  at  such  a  time,  when  a  future,  bright  with  promise,  was  opening  to 
our  people,  that  the  distr^ses  of  another  people  in  our  midst,  but  not  of  us, 
and  who  had  no  future,  attracted  the  sympathies  of  statesmen  and  phi- 
lanthropists. Clay,  whose  clarion  voice  cheered  the  hearts  of  his  country- 
men when  saddened  by  defeat;  Randolph,  whose  eloquence  and  sarcasm, 
whose  quick  retort  and  biting  jest  have  become  traditional;  Madison,  the  com- 
mentator of  the  Constitution,  the  President  of  the  Republic  it  had  created,  by 
whom  the  war,  just  ended,  had  been  brought  to  a  triumphant  close;  Cald- 
well, the  philanthropist;  Mercer,  whose  heart  embraced  every  human  interest 
under  every  sky;  and  Key,  the  accomplished  lawyer,  the  Christian  gentleman, 
the  patriot  poet,  who,  amid  the  din  of  war,  "  the  rocket's  red  glare,  the 
bombs  bursting  in  air,"  conceived  and  gave  to  his  country  the  noblest  ode  that 
ever  yet  adorned  a  nation's  song — these  were  the  men  who,  with  others  like 
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them,  perfected  the  plan  of  a  home  for  the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United 
States,  where,  on  another  continent,  they  too  might  have  a  future,  in  the 
Jong  vista  of  which  war  might  hang  up  its  banners,  peace  display  its  trophies, 
religion  erect  its  altars,  until  prophecy  should  be  fulfilled. 

Of  all  that  was  done  in  the  years  following  the  peace  of  1815,  whether  in 
commercial  enterprise,  clearing  the  forest,  exploring  the  mine,  building  the 
manufactory,  constructing  the  highway,  nothing  was  more  worthy  of  praise 
than  this  turning  aside,  as  it  were,  from  the  grand  march  of  events,  that  the 
weak  and  the  dependent  might  have  such  a  future  as  we  have  suggested. 
And  so  will  History  yet  speak  of  the  American  Colonization  Society.  She 
may  pass  by  without  comment  men  prominent  in  the  politics  of  the  hour;  the 
countless  heroes  of  small  occasions;  the  orators  of  party,  rising,  rocket-like  and 
noisily,  only  to  explode  and  disappear — all  these  History  at  pleasure  may 
ignore,  but  Liberia,  a  nation  now  among  the  nations,  will  not  permit  its 
founders  to  be  forgotten. 

It  is  well  known  to  all  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  meetings 
of  our;  Society  how  carefully  all  tendency  to  political  discussion  has  been 
avoided.  Occupying,  as  we  have  done,  a  common  ground  between  the  North 
and  the  South,  we  have  confined  ourselves  to  topics  germane  to  the  exclusive 
object  of  the  association— the  removal  of  the  free  people  of  color,  with  their 
own  consent,  to  Africa.  Nor  is  it  intended  now  to  depart  from  this  Constitu- 
tional observance,  when  reference  is  thus  made  to  what  may  be  termed  the 
hallowed  memories  of  our  cause.  On  occasion,  however,  when  we. are  forced 
to  regard  it  as  a  possibility,  at  the  least,  that  this  meeting  of  our  Society, 
with  its  present  constituency,  may  be  our  last,  we  may  be  permitted  to  look 
back,  though  through  tears,  to  the  day  when  there  were  no  such  words  as  dissolu- 
tion and  disunion;  when  the  Republic — E  pluribus  Unum — swtpt  forward  in 
beauty  on  the  highway  of  what  then  seemed  a  glorious  destiny,  and  illus- 
trated its  bounteous  capability  of  good  in  such  creations  as  our  own.  We 
may  be  permitted,  we  repeat,  to  recall  these  reminiscences  of  the  past,  if  only 
to  express  the  hope  that,  as  they  are  common  to  the  whole  people,  the  heart 
of  the  whole  people  may  yet  swell  with  them,  until,  as  between  brothers  who 
have  stood  opposed,  the  fame  of  a  common  mother,  the  generous  rivalries  of  a 
common  manhood,  may  moderate  and  overcome  the  angry  feelings  of  a  tem- 
porary strife,  and  the  harmony  of  a  household ,  hallowed  in  the  estimation  of  every 
lover  of  liberty  and  friend  of  humanity  throughout  the  world,  may  be  again 
restored. 

But  whatever  result,  the  importance  of  Colonization,  in  connexion  with  the 
free  people  of  color,  cannot  be  impaired.  The  differences  of  race,  the  pre- 
judices of  caste,  are  independent  of  the  aggrandizement  or  the  belittleing  of 
nations.  The  law  of  labor,  the  relation  of  wages  to  supply  and  demand,  the 
certainty  that  in  the  competition  inevitable  upon  the  increase  of  the  aggre- 
gate of  our  population,  the  weaker  of  the  two  races  must  emigrate  or  be 
extirpated^not  by  force,  but  by  want  and  its  attendant  sufferings— all  these 
causes  will  continue  to  operate,  whether  we  remain  or  are  reconstituted  one 
people,  form  two  or  more  great  confederacies,  or  are  split  into  thirty-three  in- 
dependent States,  with  free  cities  ad  libitum  in  addition. 
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Should  the  example  of  Arkansas,  which  has  expelled  the  free  people  of 
color,  be  imitated  in  the  slaveholding  States,  and  the  example  of  Indiana  and 
Maryland,  which  exclude  them,  be  followed  in  the  Free  States,  and  the  ex- 
perience of  Canada  be  realized  at  the  North  in  regard  to  them — and  this  is  not 
merely  possible,  but  probable — what,  then,  will  be  the  situation  of  the  free 
people  of  color?  What  will  Liberia  then  be  to  them  but  a  blessed  refuge,  and 
upon  whom  will  such  blessings  be  showered  as  upon  those  who  founded  the 
African  Republic,  and  upon  those  whose  hands  afterwards  upheld  it? 

In  a  word,  the  mighty  fact,  testified  to  by  the  recent  and  all  the  preceding 
censuses,  cannot  be  overlooked;  that,  in  1890,  the  present  thirty-one  millions  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  will  have  increased  to  one  hundred  mil- 
lions; and  in  1930,  at  the  end  of  but  a  single  lifetime  from  to-day,  to  two 
hundred  and  forty  millions.  On  this  one  fact,  independent  as  it  must  be  of 
every  thing  but  internecine  war,  or  famine,  or  pestilence — which  God,  in  his 
infinite  mercy,  avert — rests  the  whole  theory  of  colonization. 

Come,  then,  what  may,  Colonizationists  have  but  one  alternative — they  must 
remain  true  to  this  cause  and  firm  in  the  support  of  it.  The  best  interests  of 
the  free  people  of  color  are  in  their  keeping.  Africa  still  stretches  forth  its 
hands  for  the  boon  of  civilization  and  the  Gospel,  which  the  descendants  of 
the  children  of  the  soil  are  alone  competent  to  confer.  The  march  of  events 
halts  not,  nations  and  individuals  fall  in  the  ranks,  but  others  fill  their  places, 
and  the  onward  movement  still  continues.  Colonization  has  its  position  in  it; 
and  if  Colonizationists  neither  grow  weary  nor  faint  by  the  way,  their  goal  will 
be  success,  and  should  the  worst  come  to  the  worst,  and  our  country  sink  from 
beneath  us,  we  will  cherish,  all  the  more  reverently,  these  memories,  which 
will  recall  the  mighty  and  united  people  from  whom  Colonization  sprung;  still 
hoping,  however,  for  better  thirgs  unto  the  end;  like  the  lad,  who,  on  the 
deck  of  the  sinking  Arctic,  continued  to  fire  the  signal  as  the  whelming  wave 
rolled  over  the  cannon,  which  it  was  his  duty  to  discharge. 

Extracts  from  the  Annual  Report  were  read  by  the  Rev.  R.  R. 
Gurley,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Society.  The  audience 
was  then  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Byron  Sunderland,  D.  D.,  as  follows : 

Mr.  President  :  I  almost  wish  to  be  excused  from  saying  anything.  In- 
deed, I  feel  that  I  am  standing  here  very  much  like  a  crooked  stick,  which  the 
committee  have  hastily  caught  up  by  the  wayside,  to  help  the  Society  over  this 
soft  spot  in  the  path  of  its  present  anniversary.  Disappointed  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  being  borne  this  evening  on  the  splendid  chariots  of  eloquence  which 
had  been  looked  for  from  abroad,  I  was  apprized  at  a  late  moment  of  the  honor 
extended  to  me  by  the  invitation  to  take  a  part  in  the  exercises  of  this  meeting. 
Without  time  for  any  adequate  preparation  for  so  distinguished  a  service,  I  have 
come  to  respond  briefly  to  the  call,  as  best  I  may,  under  these  unfavorable  cir- 
cumstances. 

Of  course  I  am  not  your  orator.  I  only  rise  to  bear  my  testimony  and  make 
a  little  exhortation,  after  the  very  full  and  instructive  presentation  of  your  es- 
teemed Secretary  in  the  report  to  which  we  have  just  listened. 
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With  your  indulgence,  therefore,  sir,  and  that  of  the  assembly,  I  will  submit 
a  few  fragmentary  and  desultory  remarks,  by  way  at  least,  of  observing  the 
forms,  if  not  enhancing  the  interest,  of  this  occasion. 

Yet  indeed  it  would  be  idle  in  me  to  attempt  at  any  time  or  under  any  circum- 
stances to  inform  you,  sir,  or  your  associates  in  this  Society,  or  even  the  audi- 
tory usually  convened  on  the  occasions  of  your  anniversaries,  in  regard  to  the 
ancient  or  modern  condition  of  Africa,  or  in  regard  to  the  affairs  of  colonization 
along  the  coasts  of  that  great  continent,  or  in  regard  to  the  Republic  of  Liberia, 
or  in  regard  to  the  fostering  care  which  the  American  Colonization  Society  has 
extended  to  that  infant  State — or,  in  short,  in  regard  to  any  of  the  great  facts, 
principles,  or  results,  involved  in  that  sublime  and  beneficent  undertaking. 
Some  of  you  have  been  prominent  participators  for  many  years  in  this  series 
of  deeply  interesting  events.  And  your  names  are  already  written  on  that 
scroll  which  the  muse  of  history  will  bear  down  to  posterity,  as  among  the 
illustrious  benefactors  of  mankind. 

I  see  before  me  presiding  here  a  gentleman  whose  energies  have  long  been 
devoted  with,  1  had  almost  said  a  paternal  solicitude,  to  this  noble  cause,  and 
from  whom  I  heard,  but  two  years  ago,  on  this  very  spot,  one  of  the  most 
elegant  and  thrilling  recitals  of  the  entire  Liberian  enterprise,  to  which  I  have 
ever  listened.  I  see  before  me  the  two  Secretaries  of  the  Society,  one  of  them 
having  long  and  efficiently  controled  its  financial  operations,  and  who  has  just 
now  crowned  all  the  labors  of  former  years,  by  one  of  the  most  energetic  and 
praise-worthy  labors,  in  fitting  out  the  three  vessels  that  have  so  recently  borne 
back  to  their  native  land  so  many  hundreds  of  unfortunate  and  suffering  Africans, 
while  the  other  has  literally  grown  gray  in  the  service  of  a  people  whose  distant 
shores  he  has  visited  in  his  mission  of  philanthropy,  and  in  whose  behalf  he  has 
often  pleaded  so  earnestly  and  so  eloquently. 

I  see  before  me  another  gentleman  now,  from  the  Commercial  Metropolis, 
who  also  has  devoted  his  life  to  the  same  great  cause,  and  whom  neither  the 
perils  of  the  deep  nor  the  discomforts  of  a  protracted  residence  in  that  distant 
land,  separated  from  home  and  kindred,  and  all  that  men  hold  dear  in  life,  could 
restrain  from  acting  forth  his  self-sacrificing  spirit  in  behalf  of  the  despised  and 
down-trodden  tribes  of  that  benighted  but  much-injured  quarter  of  the  globe. 

I  see  before  me  other  gentlemen,  who  have  been  actuated  by  a  similar  im- 
pulse, and  have  each,  in  their  place  and  measure,  borne  up  the  cause  of  this 
noble  philanthropy  by  their  mutual  efforts,  counsel,  and  prayers. 

And  in  this  connection  I  am  reminded,  also,  that  you  have  been  associated  in 
your  work,  sir,  with  some  of  the  greatest  and  noblest  men  that  have  adorned 
either  this  or  any  other  age  or  country — men  who  have  been  renowned,  both  in 
the  church  and  in  the  State — clergymen,  scholars, jurists,  statesmen,  and  orators, 
a  catalogue  which  bears  the  names  of  Hopkins,  and  Finlet,  and  Alexander, 
and  Randolph,  and  Clay,  and  Webster,  and  a  host  of  others  scarcely  less  dis- 
tinguished— names  that  will  stand  unobscured  for  all  time  by  the  side  of  Clark- 
son,  and  Wilberforce,  and  Buxton,  and  the  proud  array  of  England's  truest 
noblemen. 

I  feel,  then,  that  I  am  standing,  even  now,  in  the  presence  01  the  very  makers 
of  history,  and  therefore  it  would  be  presumptuous,  as  well  as  idle,  in  one  so 
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incompetent  as  myself,  to  undertake  to  instruct  you  in  reference  to  the  vast  and 
munificent  work  in  which  you  are  engaged. 

And,  then,  confining  our  view  to  the  occurrences  of  the  last  year  alone,  what 
more  could  one  say,  or  need  to  be  said,  than  has  been  so  well  and  admirably 
said  by  yourself,  sir,  and  in  the  extracts  from  the  Report  we  have  heard  this  even- 
ing. I  feel,  sir,  that  in  these  documents  we  have  received,  not  only  the  text, 
but  the  full  sermon  of  this  occasion.  We  need  not  call  a  more  special  attention 
to  the  topics  therein  discussed.     They  have  already  spoken  for  themselves. 

What,  therefore,  remains  for  me,  as  an  humble  but  honest  friend  of  the 
cause,  but  only  to  add  my  testimony  in  a  few  brief  words,  and,  as  I  said,  to 
make  a  little  exhortation  following  this  great  discourse?  But  where  shall  J  begin, 
or  what  shall  I  say ?  Perhaps  it  makes  but  little  difference.  But,  as  we  look 
at  Africa,  and  ponder  the  dismal  records  of  her  past,  we  may  truly  wonder 
at  the  prospects  which  are  now  beginning  to  open  upon  her.  As  a  natural 
philosopher,  or  as  a  political  economist,  we  might  have  said,  not  one  hundred 
nor  even  fifty  years  ago,  there  is  no  redemption  for  the  sons  of  Ham  ;  everything 
is  against  them,  and  chiefly  their  own  vices  and  degradation.  It  is  a  land  of 
pillage  and  slaughter,  given  up  to  the  spoiler,  and  shadowed  all  over  by  the 
most  terrific  forms  of  barbaric  violence  and  superstition.  But,  in  an  old  book, 
written  long  ago  by  the  Prophets  of  Israel,  stands  this  mighty  sentence  : 

"  Ethiopia  shall  soon  stretch  out  her  hands  unto  God." 

In  that  sentence  stands  also  the  unbroken  purpose  of  the  Almighty,  and  there, 
confounding  the  pride  of  all  human  calculation,  lies  the  secret  of  those  events 
which  are  now  in  progress  before  our  eyes  for  the  salvation  of  Africa.  In  that 
sentence  was  hidden  the  electric  fire  which  was  to  kindle  the  souls  of  the  men 
who  have  in  our  times  originated  and  borne  forward  the  cause  of  African  Col- 
onization. In  the  secret  of  that  sentence  was  the  meeting  held  in  this  Metropolis 
on  the  night  of  the  21st  of  December,  in  the  year  1816,  where  the  grand  concep- 
tion was  fostered  into  life,  and  whence  soon  after  it  took  organic  and  living 
form,  amid  the  correspondence  of  Presidents  and  Senators  and  Representatives, 
and  of  other  wise,  distinguished,  and  philanthropic  men.  But,  though  eloquence 
and  religion  came  to  its  assistance,  it  had  to  struggle  for  its  life.  I  need  not 
now  recall  the  objections  which  fell  upon  it  from  every  quarter,  like  a  storm  of 
hail.  It  is  now  almost  half  a  century  since  that  beginning  and  those  difficulties 
have  vanished,  one  after  another,  before  the  steady  and  resistless  tread  of  the 
Divine  purpose.  The  struggle  has  been  indeed  severe,  and  the  trials  have  seem- 
ed at  times  almost  appalling,  but  to  this  hour  a  Divine  Providence  has  maintained 
its  own  cause  against  all  opposition  ;  we  have  now  no  longer  need  to  argue  over 
again  the  points  already  settled.  Speculations  may  well  give  place  to  positive 
and  ocular  events. 

There  stands  Liberia,  speaking  for  herself— there  is  the  fruit  of  forty-four 
years  of  toil;  there  it  stands  a  monument  of  God's  truth  and  fidelity  to  his  word, 
in  spite  of  human  prejudice  and  passion,  in  spite  of  ignorance,  apathy,  and 
unconcern— in  spite  of  misrepresentation,  calumny,  and  abuse— in  spite  of 
former  disasters,  and  present  dangers,  and  every  hostile  demonstration,  to 
tell  what  God  hath  wrought  through  the  agency  of  this  American  colonizing 
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force.  If  any  yet  remain,  who  doubt  the  tendency  of  these  events,  or  deny 
the  wisdom  of  the  movement  to  which  they  may  be  traced,  I  turn  them  over 
to  the  coming  time,  when  God,  in  his  Providence,  shnll  confound  their  skepti- 
cism, if  not  arouse  them  to  an  earnest  co-operation  in  his  designs. 

Suppose  the  originators  and  friends  of  Colonization  had  for  the  last  fifty  years 
directed  their  energies  only  to  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  colored  peopl; 
in  our  own  land — suppose  their  views  had  been  limited  and  confined  to  work 
out  some  social  or  political  salvation  for  this  race  within  the  borders  of  this 
Confederacy — where,  to-day,  would  have  been  the  scion  of  that  Republic  which 
is  now  flourishing  on  the  shores  of  a  continent;  and  which  bears  in  its  capsules, 
we  fondly  hope,  the  seeds  of  regeneration  to  all  its  tribes  and  territories. 

Or  suppose  that  the  whole  people  of  this  Union  had  yielded  a  cordial  and 
undivided  support  to  the  aims  and  objects  of  African  Colonization  from  the  be- 
ginning, where,  to-day,  might  have  been  the  advancing  standards  of  the  Liberian 
State?  over  how  many  millions  in  the  heart  of  Africa  yet  unreclaimed  might 
they  have  floated,  the  symbols  of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  of  progress,  im- 
provement, civilization,  and  Christianity. 

Nay,  sir,  you  would  not  now  be  perplexed  with  the  difficult  question  which 
is  pressing  on  you  to-day — that  is,  how,  in  the  far-off  Liberian  hive,  to  crowd 
the  increasing  swarm  which  the  Powers  of  the  civilized  world  have  rescued  from 
hands  of  rapacity  and  violence,  and  gathered  up  from  the  sweep  of  the  high-seas, 
over  which  they  were  being  borne  into  bondage. 

For  one,  sir,  I  have  been  astounded  at  the  facts  not  only  intimated  in  the  Re- 
port of  your  Secretary,  but  even  more  fully  disclosed  in  the  usual  annual  report 
of  the  venerable  Secretary  of  State,  General  Cass,  for  the  current  year  ;  show- 
ing a  frightful  activity  in  the  execrable  business  of  the  slave  trade,  and  some  of 
the  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  arrest  it. 

It  is  stated,  upon  these  authorities,  that  no  less  than  twelve  slavers,  with  the 
aggregate  number  of  3,119  negroes,  have  been  seized  by  our  Government  vessels 
alone  during  the  past  twelve  months  ;  while  we  know  that  many  more  than  this 
have  been  taken  by  vessels  from  Europe  in  the  very  act  of  their  inhuman  work. 
Of  the  number  of  Africans  thus  recaptured,  nearly  4,000  have  been  returned  to 
Liberia,  in  part  by  the  agency  of  your  Society.  Sir,  I  thank  God  that  it  exists 
to-day,  if  for  no  other  cause  than  that,  to  aid  in  mitigating,  and,  so  far  as  possi- 
ble, in  counteracting  the  indescribable  horrors  of  this  piratical  and  despicable 
trade.     But  1  will  not  dwell  upon  this. 

Here  is  a  proposition  which  has  always  struck  my  mind  with  a  peculiar  force, 
and  early  made  me  a  friend  of  this  cause.  It  is,  that  in  reference  to  the  white 
and  black  races,  as  they  exist  either  in  our  own  country  or  in  other  portions  of 
the  world,  no  plan,  viewed  in  whatsoever  light,  has  ever  been  broached  or  pro- 
pounded, from  any  quarter,  so  feasible,  and  at  the  same  time  so  benign  in  its 
influence  upon  all  sides,  and  all  trie  genuine  interests  of  mankind,  as  this  very 
system.  No  other  scheme  has  actually  succeeded  so  well,  taking  all  things  into 
view,  and  therefore,  thus  far,  no  other  system  has  been  able  to  so  great  a  degree 
to  array  in  its  behalf  the  approving  smiles  of  Providence.  All  other  ideas  are 
still  struggling  in  embryo,  or,  yet  crude  and  half  developed,  have  consigned 
thousands  of  their  unhappy  subjects  to  the  terrible  relapse  of  savage  ignorance, 
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an  idle  son?,  Liberia  phall  lie  Stretching  forward  in  her  noble  career,  and,  em- 

ig  the  wide  realms  of  one  quarter  of  the  globe,  shall  stand  one  homi 

on.",  undivided  people,  and  a  mighty  Power  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  ? 

Must  the  mother  die  in  this  travail  for  her  child  9  God  only  knows.  Oh,  that  with  a 

nee  we  could  call  up  a  better  and  brighter  vision. 

This  question  was  thi  us  before  the  Republic  had  an  exit 

i  i  waiting  when  the  I  ivernment  went  into  operation.     Would 

thai  Liberia,  the  State  which  you  have  planted  yonder,  might  become  in  turn  a 
■tar  of  hope  to  us  in  our  present,  d  irkn<     .     It.  would  seem  then  to  be  10 
when  tli"  m  I  ed    upon   the  surge,  and  swept  before  the  terrific  storm, 

fixes  his  gaze  away  over  (he  mists  of  th<!  sea,  were  he  descries  a  solitary  light, 
by  which  alone  he  holds  the  he!m  and  directs  his  course.     It  covers  him  from 
it  of  his  present  peril,  and  keeps  him  from  ft  nerves  him  for 

the  elemental  strife,  and  brings  him  at  last  to  a  haven  of  peace. 

So  do  I  see  the  vessel  of  my  country  rocked  upon  the  heaving  sea  of  opinion 
respecting  this  very  destiny  of  the  African  race.  So  do  1  hear  the  wild  wind 
flap  her  shrouds,  and  hear  her  cordage  creak,  while  the  noble  ship  reels  and 
staggers  in  the  big  and  bitter  forces  of  the  storm.  Must  she  go  down?  May 
the  Almighty  Ruler  of  nations  forbid  it!  May  Mis  goodness  be  our  security — 
be  more  to  us  than  the  anchor's  fluke  or  the  cable's  strength — more  than  the 
pilot'*  skill,  or  the  labor  of  the  crew!  May  Hid  goodness  be  our  perfect  safety 
amid  the  tempest's  gloom  ;  and  when  the  storm  is  spent  and  the  fury  past,  may 
we  still  behold  her  pennon  streaming  full  high  above  the  brave  old  hulk,  and  at 
that  sight  shall  the  seamen  and  the  landsmen  together  shout  for  joy. 

The  benediction  was  then  pronounced,  and  the  adjourned 

et  in  the  office  of  thi  ,  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock,  M. 


January  16,  1861. 
The  Society  met  at  12  o'clock.  M. 

The    President   appointed   the    (Ton.    Mr.   Gregory,    Rev.  Dr. 

Wheeler,  and  Rev.  I>r.  Pinney,  to  Dominate  the  President  and  Vice 

ociety.     Whereupon,  the  list  to  be  found  on  page 

reported,  and  the  gentlemen  therein  named  were  unanimously 

elected. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  the  Hon. 
Mr.  LatROBE  and   the   Rev.    I>r.   SuifDBBLAND,  for  their  able  ad- 
dresses last  evening,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  furnish  copi' 
publication. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  January,  1862. 


EXTRACTS    FROM    THE    PROCEEDINGS 
OF   THE 

BOAED   OF   DIEECTOES 

OF   THE 

AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Delegates. 

"Washington,  January  15.  1861. 

The  Board  of  Directors  met  at  12  o'clock,  M.,  at  the  office  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  Hon.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  President, 
in  the  Chair.     Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Wheeler,  of  Vermont. 

Rev.  Howard  Malcom,  of  Philadelphia,  was  chosen  Secretary  of 
the  meeting. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Creden- 
tials: Dr.  Wheeler,  of  Vermont,  D.  M.  Reese,  M.  D.,  of  New  York, 
and  Rev.  John  Orcutt,  of  Connecticut.  This  committee  reported  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  credentials  of  delegates 
from  Auxiliary  Societies,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  find  the  fol- 
lowing to  be  entitled  to  seats.     Those  marked  *  were  not  present: 

Maine — Freeman  Clark,  Esq. 
New  Hampshire — Joseph  B.  Walker,  Esq. 
Vermont — Rev.  John  Wheeler,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Franklin  Butler. 
Massachusetts — James  Hay  ward,  Esq.* 
Connecticut — J.  A.  Rockwell,  Esq.,  S.  H.  Huntington,  Esq.,  Charles 

Parker,  Esq.*  Henry  Stanley,  Esq.,*  Eli  Whitney,  Esq.,*  Rev.  E. 

L.  Cleveland,  D.  D.* 
New  York— J).  M.  Reese,  M.  D.,  Hon.  D.  S.  Gregory,  Rev.   A. 

Merwin. 
New  Jersey — L.  A.  Smith,  M.  D. 
Pennsylvania — Rev.  Howard  Malcom,  D.  D. 
Illinois — Solomon  Sturges,  Esq. 
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Standing  Committees. 

The  following  Life  Directors  were  also  present: 
Massachusetts — Joseph  Tracy,  D.  D. 
Connecticut — Rev.  John  Oreutt. 
New  York— J.  B.  Pinney,  LL.  D. 
Pennsylvania — J.  P.  Crozer,  Esq. 
Neir  J i  rs/'j/ — John  Maclean,  D.  D.* 
District  of  Columbia — Rev.  W.  McLain,  D.  D., 
Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley. 

Also,  the  following  named  members  of  the  Executive  Committee: 
G.  W.  Samson,  D.  P.,  and  Hon.  Peter  Parker. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  reading  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board,  and  of  the  late  called  meeting,  be  postponed 
till  to-morrow. 

The  Annual  Report  was  then  read  by  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  Corres- 
ponding Secretary. 

The  Report  was  accepted,  and  the  Corresponding  Secretary  re- 
quested to  select  such  parts  of  it,  to  be  read  at  our  public  meeting 
to-night,  as  he  may  deem  proper. 

The  Annual  Statement  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  read  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  McLain,  Financial  Secretary. 

The  Annual  Report,  also  the  Statement  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, were  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  several  Standing  Committees 
appointed  by  the  President. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were  appointed  on  the  Standing 
Committees  of  the  Society : 

(  John  P.  Crozer,  Esq., 
On  Foreign  Relations,     -     -      \  Rev.  A.  Merwin, 

(  Solomon  Sturges,  Esq. 

5  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy, 
P.  M.  Reese,  Esq., 
J.  B.  Walker,  Esq. 
!S.  H.  Huntingdon,  Esq., 
Rev.  John  Orcutt, 
Rev.  Franklin  Butler. 
(  L.  A.  Smith,  M.  P., 

On  Agencies, -|  Freeman  Clarke,  Esq., 

(^  Hon.  J.  A.  Rockwell. 


On  Accounts,  ■{  Hon.  D.  S.  Gregory, 

Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney. 

f  Rev.  John  Wheeler, 
On  Emigration,     -    -     -    -      <  G.  W.  S.  Hall,  Esq., 

^Rev.  Howard  Malcom. 


3S  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Correction  of  Minutes. 

Letters  were  read  from  various  gentlemen,  who  found  themselves 
unable  to  be  present  at  this  meeting. 

Adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  9$  o'clock. 


January  16,  1861. 

The  Board  met  at  0.1  o'clock,  A?  M.     Prayer  by  Rev.  31  r.  Pinnet. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  proceedings  were  read  and  approved. 

Other  letters,  from  gentlemen  unavoidably  absent,  were  read. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  and  of  the  special  meeting 
of  October  25th,  having  been  read,  Rev.  Mr.  Pinney  moved  a  cor- 
rection, as  follows: 

Whereas,  by  an  inadvertence  in  copying  the  minutes,  one  page 
of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  special  meeting,  October  25th,  last, 
was  omitted,  and  should  now  be  supplied  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  record  he  corrected  so  as  to  include  the  omitted 
page,  so  as  to  read  as  if  following  the  words  "one  year,"  at  the  end 
of  the  third  line  from  the  bottom  of  page  348  of  Record  Book, — 
"ami  on  the  further  condition  that  the  emigrant  agent  of  this  Society, 
and  the  agent  of  the  United  Stales  for  recaptured  Africans,  shall  at 
all  times  have  full  privilege  to  examine  into  the  care  and  disposition 
of  the  recaptured  while  in  pupilage,  and  their  representations  of  any 
neglect  or  injustice,  properly  made  to  the  Liberian  Government, 
shall  1*0  attended  to,  and  due  correction  applied. 

"  Resolved,  That  in  instances  where  apprenticed  rccaptives  are 
treated  with  cruelty,  or  their  education,  food,  or  clothing,  as  pro- 
vided for  in  the  indentures,  are  not  furnished,  on  the  complaint  of 
this  Society's  agent,  or  the  United  States  agent,  examination  shall 
be  made  and  the  indentures  forfeited. 

11  Resolved,  That  this  Board  expresses  ii<  earnest  desire  and  trust, 
that  the  recaptured  may  be  so  eared  for  as  to  become  fully  incor- 
porated as  a  portion  of  the  civilized  Christian  community  of  Liberia, 
with  all  the  rights  of  its  native  born  citizens." 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  OrCUTT.,  Traveling  Secretary  of  the  Society,  read 
his  Report,  the  principal  parts  of  which  v>*e  here  publish: 

HAKTFor.n,  Conn.,  January  1,  1861. 
To  the  Board  of  Directors,  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 

Gknilemen:  Soon  after  our  last  annual  meeting,  I  received,  through  the 
Corresponding  Secretary,  the  following  resolutions,  adopted  by  our  Executive 
Committee  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Traveling  Secretary  of  this  Society  be  instructed  to 
proceed  to  Cincinnati,  and  such  other  points  as  upon  inquiry  may  be  found 
suitable,  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  free  negroes  lately  expelled  from 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  to  communicate  with  them  touching  the  advantages 
which  Liberia  oilers  as  a  home  to  the  black  man,  to  encourage  and  solicit  of 
them    to    seek   that  country,  to  tender  to  them  assistance  for  that  purpose,  in- 
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eluding;  necessary  outfit,  means  of  travel  to  some  port  to  be  determined  on 
by  the  Society,  a  free  passage  to  Liberia,  and  reasonable  aid  in  establishing 
themselves  there. 

2.  Resolved,  That  lie  be  instructed  to  pledge  the  assistance  of  this  Society 
to  individuals  and  families  fit  for  emigration,  to  the  number  of  150  persons, 
in  the  manner  indicated  above. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $10,000  be  appropriated  for  the  foregoing 
purposes  to  be  placed  from  time  to  time  under  the  orders  of  the  Committee, 
in  the  hands  of  said  Secretary,  to  be  expended  as  the  exigencies  of  in- 
dividuals selected   by  him  may  require. 

4.  Resolved  further,  That  the  Traveling  Secretary  be  instructed  to  do  all  in 
his  power  to  raise  funds  for  this  object  and  for  the  general  purposes  of  the 
Society. 

In  accordance  with  these  instructions,  I  proceeded  to  Cincinnati  about  the 
middle  of  February,  where  after  diligent  search,  I  found  scattered  over  the 
city,  either  as  servants  or  temporary  boarders,  half  a  hundred  or  more  of  the 
Arkansas  refugees.  Some  of  the  more  intelligent  and  enterprizing  of  them 
were  evidently  pleased  with  the  i<Iea  of  emigating  to  Liberia,  and  cheerfully 
offered  their  services  to  get  together  as  many  of  their  number  as  practicable  to 
hear  on  the  subject.  The  result  was,  some  thirty  assembled  in  an  upper  room, 
and  had  the  matter  spread  out  before  them.  Though  all  seemed  to  be 
interested  in  the  statements  made,  and  some  of  them  fully  determined  to  embark 
for  a  home  in  Africa,  yet  they  felt  obliged  to  delay  going  till  they  could  adjust 
some  matters  of  business,  and  confer  with  kindred  and  friends  whom  they 
hoped  would  accompany  them. 

One  Wm.  Stith,  in  particular,  who  appeared  to  be  a  person  of  respectability 
and  influence,  felt  confident  that  he  could  find  a  large  number  disposed  to  go  aa 
soon  as  they  could  consistently  do  so,  and  promised  to  make  the  effort  and  in- 
form me  of  the  result.  I  put  Colonization  documents  into  his  hands  for  dis- 
tribution, and  it  is  quite  possible  I  may  yet  hear  from  him. 

The  whole  number  of  free  blacks  in  Arkansas,  when  the  law  of  expulsion 
was  enacted,  was  said  to  be  about  2,000.  The  number  that  left  the  State 
last  January,  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  did  not  exceed  800. 
Those  went  in  different  directions — some  to  Kansas,  some  to  Canada,  and 
some  to  Ohio  and  other  States,  as  they  were  permitted  and  inclined.  1  was 
told  that  nearly  200  came  directly  to  Cincinnati,  but  remained  in  the  city  only 
a  few  days.  I  found  several  families  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  State,  but  they  had  rented  tenements  and  found  employment  which  they 
were  not  disposed  to  exchange  for  the  provision  proffered  them. 

While  in  Cincinnati,  word  came  to  me,  one  evening,  that  an  interesting 
family  had  just  arrived  in  the  city  from  Mobile,  being  driven  away  by  a  law 
expelling  free  negroes.  I  at  once  went  in  pursuit  of  them,  and  found  a  very 
likely  appearing  negro,  freed  by  his  master  at  his  decease,  with  a  wife  to 
whom  he  had  been  married  four  weeks,  and  seven  children  by  a  former  wife. 
That  evening  they  seemed  delighted  with  the  opportunity  of  going  to  Liberia. 
The  next  morning  the  wife,  through  adverse  influences,  no  doubt,  and  to  the 
deep  regret  of  her  husband,  had  decided  otherwise.  She  said  she  would 
rather  return  to  her  master  whom  she  served  till  her  marriage.  Thus  it 
became  evident    that   I   should    fail   to   obtain   any   emigrants    from    among 
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the refugees  for  the  May  expedition.  My  attention  was  therefore  turned  to 
matters  touching  the  cause,  of  a  general  nature.  During  my  stay  in  Cincin- 
nati, whicli  included  four  Sabbaths,  I  presented  the  subject  to  eight  of  the 
principal  congregations,  and  made  a  somewhat  successful  effort  for  a  general 
Colonization  meeting  in  "  Christ  Church,"  on  a  Thursday  evening,  at  which 
the  venerable  Bishop  Mcllvaine  presided,  and  made  an  interesting  address. 
He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Dr.  Goddard,  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Dr.  Wilson,  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Judge  Leavitt  and  others. 

Very  unexpectedly,  I  received  a  formal  invitation  to  address  the  colored 
people  of  the  city  on  the  subject,  which  I  accordingly  did,  and  had  one  of 
their  Churches  well  filled  with  respectful  and  attentive  hearers;  but  after  a  vote 
of  thanks  for  the  lecture,  a  series  of  resolutions  previously  prepared  for 
the  occasion,  were  presented  and  adopted,  expressing  it  as  the  sense  of  the 
meeting  that  the  free  blacks  of  the  United  States  have  a  duty  to  perform  to- 
wards their  brethren  in  bondage,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  leave  the  country 
till  the  rights  of  all  in  this  land  were  fully  secured  and  respected.  A  mi- 
nority, however,  looked  with  favor  upon  the  Colonization  enterprise,  and  did  not 
vote  for  the  resolutions. 

By  special  request  of  one  of  our  most  intelligent,  sincere,  and  earnest 
friends  and  advocates,  the  Rev.  Hugh  McMillan,  D.  D.,  now  gone  to  his 
rest,  I  spent  a  Sabbath  at  Xenia,  and  presented  the  cause  in  two  of  the 
Churches  of  that  place.  The  next  day  I  visited  the  Institution  for  the  Educa- 
tion of  colored  people,  called  the  "  Wilberforce  University,"  where  I  was 
kindly  received,  and  permitted  to  address  about  100  students  for  one  hour; 
and  in  the  evening,  by  previous  appointment,  1  occupied  the  pulpit  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  McMillan,  at  Cedarville.  I  also  passed  a  Sabbath  at  Columbus,  where 
I  preached  on  my  topic  in  one  of  the  Churches  during  the  day,  and  in 
the  evening  had  the  privilege  of  addressing  a  large  audience  embra?ing,  by 
special  invitation  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  most  of 
the  members  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  I  spent  a 
Sabbath  at  Cleveland,  occupying  the  pulpit  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  evening  at  a  United  service;  and  also  one  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
where  I  addressed  three  congregations  during  the  day  >>nd  evening.  A  part  of 
my  business  at  Indianapolis,  was  to  confer  with  the  "State  Board  of  Coloniza- 
tion," which  is  composed  of  the  Governor,  Auditor,  and  Secretary  of  State, 
in  regard  to  what  disposition  might  be  made  of  the  unappropriated  funds  in 
their  hands.  The  Board  were,  of  the  opinion  that  said  funds  could  be  used 
only  to  aid  emigrants  from  that  State,  allowing  our  Society  $50  for  each  emi- 
grant. The  sooner  the  money  is  thus  expended  the  more  satisfactory  will 
it  be  to  the  people.  This  is  evident  from  the  law  of  the  State  prohibiting 
negro  immigration.  Not  only  are  free  negroes  forbidden  to  come  into  Indiana 
by  express  statute,  but  it  is  made  a  penal  offence  for  a  white  person  to  induce 
such  immigration;  and  a  contract  made  with  a  negro,  in  that  State,  is  null  and 
void.  When  a  State  Constitution  was  adopted  in  Oregon,  four-fifths  of  the 
electors  said  by  their  vote,  we  will  not  have  slavery;  and  they  also  said  by 
about  the  same  majority,  we  will  have  no  free  negroes.  Illinois  too  has  a  similar 
prohibitory  law  against  free  negroes;  and  there  are  at  the  present  time,  some 
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twenty-five  petitions  from  nearly  as  many  counties,  before  the  Legislature  of 
Ohio,  praying  for  a  law  against  any  further  negro  immigation  into  that  State. 
I  saw  those  petitions  last  spring  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Federal 
Relations,  to  whom  they  were  referred.  The  Legislature  adjourned  to  this 
winter,  and  the  committee  have  not  yet  reported  on  the  subject.  They  will 
doubtless  report  adversely,  but  as  a  leading  member  said  to  me,  "let  30,000  more 
negroes  come  into  the  State  and  such  a  law  cannot  be  prevented."  It  is  well 
known  that  prominent  politicians  at  the  West  have  boldly  taken  ground  in 
favor  of  a  separation  of  the  races,  and  advocate  the  purchase  of  a  poition  of 
Central  America  for  a  colony  of  blacks — a  proposition  which  will  probably 
prove  to  be  as  impracticable  as  it  is  undesirable.  *  *  * 

No  wonder  that  some  of  the  free  colored  people  at  the  North  should  begin 
to  inquire,  with  solicitude,  what  they  shall  do?  I  saw  several  at  the  West 
who  said,  "  we  must  go  somewhere."  Such  was  the  language  of  one  Rev. 
Aaron  Wallace,  of  Vernon,  Indiana,  who  had  a  wife  and  nine  children  to 
provide  for;  and  of  Hi. 'am  Mitchell  and  wife,  of  Seymour;  and  of  Rev.  Edward 
Hart,  of  Chatham,  Canada  West,  with  a  family  of  children.  When  I  left 
them,  these  persons  were  fully  determined  to  embark  for  Liberia  last  Novem- 
ber. They  have  written  me  since,  giving  reasons  for  their  delay,  and  still 
expressing  a  desire  to  go.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Truss,  who  has  a  wife  and 
five  children  residing  in  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  says,  in  a  letter  to  me  under 
date  of  July,  "  the  pamphlets  you  sent  me  have  awakened  a  deep  interest  and 
a  spirit  of  emigration.  Come  and  see  us,  so  we  can  go  this  fall."  Colored 
people  at  the  West  and  at  the  North  generally,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  ex- 
tends, are  more  desirous  of  information  about  Liberia  than  they  have  been, 
and  consequently  more  hopeful  subjects  to  act  upon.  With  suitable  effort,  1 
have  no  doubt  that  the  number  of  northern  emigrants  may  be  greatly  in- 
creased. "  Liberia  described,"  by  Armistead  Miller,  and  the  "Address  to 
the  free  people  of  color,"  by  Dr.  James  Hall,  have  already  done  good 
service,  and  may  still  be  made  very  useful.  I  have  recently  received,  in 
manuscript  form,  a  very  interesting  production  from  the  Rev.  Alexander 
Crummell,  of  Monrovia,  on  "  The  Relations  and  Duties  of  Free 
Colored  Men  in  America  to  Africa,"  which  I  think  cannot  fail  to  do  great 
good.  It  will  make  a  little  volume  of  from  thirty  to  fifty  pages.  It  was  sent 
with  a  view  of  having  it  put  into  the  hands  of  some  publisher  in  this  country, 
and  such  will  be  the  course  taken  with  it.  I  would  not  fail  to  mention  that 
while  visiting  the  southern  part  of  Indiana  in  pursuit  of  the  Arkansas  and 
other  emigrants,  I  spent  a  day  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  I  found  in  such 
men  as  Judge  Bullock,  true  and  most  valuable  friends  of  the  cause.  In  my 
labors  in  New  England,  I  have  addressed  about  fifty  congregations  on  the 
Sabbath,  the  most  of  them  in  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  there  being  no 
agent  in  those  States.  I  attended  the  annual  meetings  of  the  New  Hampshire 
and  Vermont  State  Colonization  Societies  and  collected,  including  the  amount 
given  for  the  personal  benefit  of  emigrants,  nearly  $4,000.  I  received  West, 
exclusive  of  a  pledge  of  $100  from  two  individuals  in  Ohio  to  be  paid  to  the 
State  agent,  $415,  the  most  of  which  was  collected  in  Cincinnati.  1  have 
also  raised  money  to  reprint,  in  a  pamphlet  form,  for  distribution,  1,000  copies 
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of  the  excellent  letter  of  Rev.  Samuel  D.  Campbell,  of  Alabama,  to  Rev.  Dr. 
Adjer,  of  South  Carolina.  It  is  just  the  thing  to  remove  ungrounded  preju- 
dice from  a  large  class  of  persons.  Our  good  friend,  James  Brewster,  Esq., 
of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  volunteered  $10  for  the  purpose.  Connecticut  has 
furnished  the  last  year  six  desirable  emigrants,  four  of  whom  were  professing 
Christians,  who  carried  with  them  letters  of  recommendation  to  the  Churches 
in  Liberia.  One  went  to  join  her  aunt  Thompson,  at  Cape  Palmas,  as 
teacher,  and  one  as  a  practical  surveyor.  The  latter  is  a  promising  youth  of 
18  years,  whose  tuition  has  been  paid  for  a  year  or  so,  by  private  charity, 
through   my  solicitations. 

Either  personally  or  by  letter  it  lias  been  my  privilege  during  the  year  to 
converse  with  intelligent  persons  on  the  subject  of  Colonization  in  nearly  every 
State  in  the  Union.  *  *  *  * 

In  regard  to  agencices  I  would  say,  that  in  my  opinion,  one  or  two 
efficient  men  are  much  needed  at  the  West.  It  may  be  difficult  to  obtain  just 
the  right  persons;  but  if  they  can  be  had,  they  can  be  usefully  employed. 

I  am  happy  to  testify  to  the  acceptable  services  of  Rev.  Mr.  Butler, 'in 
northern  New  England.  He  has  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  people,  is 
judicious  and  systematic  in  his  plans,  and  earnest  and  faithful  in  his  work. 
In  the  hands  of  its  present  cultivator  the  field  is  likely  to  be  increasingly  pro- 
ductive. J.  O. 

The  Rev.  Franklin  Butler,  agent  of  the  Society,  read  his  re- 
port, as  follows : 

Windsor,  Vt.,  December  27,  1860. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  spent  about  equal  portions  of  time  in  labors  for 
our  cause  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont,  preaching  on  the  Sabbath, 
in  some  of  the  larger  cities  and  towns  in  each  of  these  States,  such  as  Bath, 
Portland,  Bangor,  Calais,  &c,  in  Me.;  Portsmouth,  Manchester,  Dover,  &c, 
in  N.  H.;  St.  Joiitisbury,  Manchester,  Castleton,  &c,  in  Vt.;  visiting  other 
places  during  the  week,  soliciting  funds  chiefly  by  personal  application.  Rev. 
John  Orcutt,  our  excellent  Traveling  Secretary,  has  also  repeatedly  visited  my 
field,  laboring  for  us  in  his  effective  way.  The  Rev.  J.  K.  Converse,  Secretary 
of  Vermont  Colonization  Society,  has  also  done  good  service  in  preaching  andl 
making  collections  at  Burlington,  and  in  several  towns  of  that  vicinity.  In  al 
cases  a  ready  ear  for  our  cause  lias  been  found,  and  in  many  instances,  an  open 
hand.  Clergymen  and  laymen  have  received  us  with  great  cordiality  and 
kindness.  Large  and  attentive  audiences  and  increased  liberality  have  led  us 
to  hope,  that  in  despite  of  inexperience  and  unfitness  on  my  part,  and  the  ob- 
stacles which  lie  in  the  way  of  our  enterprise,  the  labor  of  the  past  year  "  is 
not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 

In  Maine. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Colonization  Society,  held  at 
Portland,  in  August  last,  at  which  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  delivered  a  very  able  address,  and  a  scholarly 
report  was  made  by  the  Secretary,  Rev.  JohnO.  Fiske,  of  Bath,  evinced  re- 
newed zeal  among  our  friends,  and  increasing  interest  of  the  public  mind  in  our 
work.  The  Bath  Colonization  Society,  which  has  existed  since  December, 
1841,  is  a  living   and    efficient   auxiliary,    its   members    having   contributed 
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nearly  §2,000  (two  thousand  dollars)  since  its  formation.  Its  example  of 
vigor  and  liberality  is  worthy  of  all  commendation.  Three  of  our  most  valued 
friends  in  Maine  have  died  in  the  past  year:  Rev.  John  Malthy,  of  Bangor, 
Rev.  Caleb  Hobert,  of  North  Yarmouth,  and  Rev.  J.  W.  Ellingwood,  D.  D., 
of  Bath.  Some  funds  were  diverted  from  us  by  two  colored  men,  who  traversed 
the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  lecturing  and  soliciting  aid  to  go  to  Liberia,  as  they 
said,  "  <ra  their  oicn  responsibility."  One  of  them  was  about  to  apply  to  this 
Society  for  passage  on  our  ship,  when  the  other  unfortunately  made  his  ac- 
quaintance, and  persuaded  him  to  accept  his  services  as  a  lecturer  and  assistant 
for  obtaining  means  to  go  by  the  steamer  to  Liverpool,  and  thence  to  Mon- 
rovia. After  collecting  some  hundreds  of  dollars,  chiefly  from  our  friends, 
the  impostor  disappeared,  and  has  not  since  been  heard  of;  the  other  feeling 
that  he  must  go  someivltere,  shipped  for  Hayti. 

The  financial  severities  of  the  times  have  fallen  heavily  upon  some  of  our 
friends  in  Maine,  but  it  is  believed  their  faith  is  unwavering,  and  their  attach- 
ment to  our  cause  is  strong,  and  that  when  maritime  prosperity  returns,  en- 
larged contributions  will  reach  the  Society. 

The  New  Hampshire  Colonization  Society,  (revived  one  year  ago,)  had  a 
highly  interesting  meeting  at  Concord  in  June,  at  which  the  President,  Rev. 
Dr.  Burrows,  his  Excellency  Governor  Goodwin,  Rev.  Mr.  Orcutt  and 
others,  made  forcible  appeals  for  our  enterprise,  and  from  which  a  happy 
influence  went  forth  upon  the  State.  Some  of  our  warmest  and  most  liberal 
friends  are  to  be  found  among  the  Granite  hills.  A  considerable  number  of 
the  clergy  reckon  our  cause  among  the  regular  objects  that  are  to  come  be- 
fore their  congregations,  and  we  are  encouraged  to  hope  that  this  auxiliary  will 
soon  be  "  not  a  whit  behind  the  chiefest."  One  colored  young  man,  in  this  State, 
is  pursuinga  course  of  academical  study  with  reference  to  emigration  to  Liberia. 

In  Vermont. — More  than  ordinary  interest  has  been  awakened  by  an 
appeal  which  was  made  early  in  the  year  in  behalf  of  a  family  of  emanci- 
pated slaves,  for  whose  emigration  to  Liberia  some  twelve  hundred  dollars 
($1,200)  has  been  contributed.  Several  persons  took  this  occasion  to  make 
themselves  life  members.  One,  in  pursuance  of  a  purpose  expressed  some 
time  ago,  passed  into  the  treasury  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  (§500;)  and 
others  have  given  assurance  of  remembrance,  in  a  way  of  which  we  may  not  now 
speak.  The  annual  meeting  at  Montpelier,  in  October,  was  highly  interesting. 
One  venerable  friend  of  our  cause,  Hon.  PeterStnrr,  of  Middleburg,  has  deceased. 

The  receipts  from  these  three  States,  a  part  of  which  was  sent  directly  to  the 
treasury,  exceed  twenty-seven  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  ($2,783  69,)  not 
so  large  a  sum  as  we  could  wish — not  so  large  as  it  ought  to  be,  but  larger 
than  that  of  last  year,  and  indie;  tve  of  growth  in  a  difficult  field.  In  pre- 
senting the  claims  of  this  Society,  I  have  urged  especially  the  Missionary  and 
Philanthropic  aspects,  the  National,  Catholic,  Conservative,  and  Charitable 
nature  of  the  work.  1  have  sought  to  reach  as  many  different  congregations 
as  seemed  practicable,  hoping  to  leave  the  impression  that  the  representative  of 
this  cause  comes  as  a  servant  of  Christ,  of  humanity,  and  religion,  to  do  the 
pe<ple  good,  and  not  merely  to  solicit  their  alms. 

I  have  aUo  made  some  use  of  the  pen  in  behalf  of  our  enterprise  by  the 
preparation  of  various  articles  for  the  press  relative  to  our  work.  It  has  been 
my  duty,  likewise,  to  receive  and  solicit  subscriptions  to  the  African  Reposi- 
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tory.  One  year  since  a  large  amount  of  arrears  appeared  on  the  books,  which 
I  have  endeavored  so  far  as  possible  to  collect  or  rectify  with  our  friends.  1 
regret  to  say,  that  I  have  not  found  this  part  of  my  labor  easy.  Many  who 
ceem  to  be  in  arrears  do  not  admit  their  obligation  to  pay,  on  the  ground  that 
they  never  considered  themselves  subscribers,  that  having  made  more  or  less 
donations  they  supposed  it  came  gratuitously  or  in  consideration  of  their  gifts, 
in  these  and  other  cases  I  have  endeavored  to  set  matters  right  on  the  books, 
and  with  those  who  received  the  Repository,  as  discreetly  and  satisfactorily  as 
I  could.  This  publication  is  highly  esteemed  by  many  of  our  friends  as  a 
very  important  aid  to  our  work.  I  have  been  happy  to  add  some  new  sub- 
scribers, and  1  believe  that  we  may  soon  have  clean  books,  and  a  good  ad- 
vance-paying list  in  northern  New  England.  There  is  great  want  of  informa- 
tion respecting  our  cause.  Many  prejudices  exist  where  a  little  light  and  love 
would  remove  them.     The  Repository  is  good  for  light  and  love. 

We  we  have  reason  to  think  that  our  enterprise  is  steadily  gaining  favor. 
That  the  free  colored  people  of  this  country  must  go  somewhere,  is  becoming  so 
manifest  that  few  entertain  any  doubt  of  the  wisdom  of  their  emigration  to 
Africa.  Liberia  is  now  held  up  so  distinctly,  by  passing  events,  as  an  example 
of  the  beneficence  of  Colonization,  that  few  can  question  the  justice  and  imper- 
ativeness of  its  claims  upon  American  philanthropists.  God,  in  His  Provi- 
dence, is  setting  forth  this  New  Republic  as  the  joy  and  hope  of  the  colored 
man,  the  instrument  of  Africa's  redemption,  a  pillar  of  glory  to  those  who 
have  laid  its  foundations,  and  to  those  who  are  rearing  the  fair  superstructure. 
May  the  Divine  favor  attend  it,  until  the  millions  around  "  Afric's  sunny 
fountains"  shall  be  illumined  with  the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  and  "  Ethiopia 
shall  stretch  out  her  hands  unto  God." 

The  Board  then  took  a  recess  until  after  the  meeting  of  the  Society 
at  12  o'clock,  M. 


The  Board  reassembled  at  1  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Rev.  Mr.  G-urley,  from  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Executive 
Committee  in  conformity  with  the  recommendation  of  this  Board  at 
the  last  annual  meeting,  to  confer  with  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  on  the  subject  of  admitting  Liberian  vessels  into  the  ports  of 
the  United  States  on  the  terms  granted  to  those  of  the  most  favored 
nations,  the  same  on  which  American  vessels  visit  the  ports  of  Liberia, 
reported,  that, 

The  Committee  had  early  waited  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  subject.  The  President  expressed  a  warm  interest  in 
Liberia  and  the  cause  of  the  Society,  but  said  that  as  this  country  had 
not  acknowledged  Liberia  as  an  independent  State,  he  could  not  re- 
move the  discriminating  duties  against  Liberian  vessels.  He  hoped 
to  be  able,  at  a  future  time,  to  do  more  for  the  interests  of  Liberia. 

Whereupon  it  was  recommended  that  the  committee  on  this  subject 
be  continued. 
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Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Agencies,  presented  the 
following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Agencies  have  examined  the  documents  submitted  to 
them,  and  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  agency  of  the  R.ev.  Mr.  Butler,  in  New 
England,  lias  been  entirely  satisfactory,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee should    be  continued. 

In  reference  to  the  West,  the  committee  recommend  that  one  suitable  Agent 
be  appointed  for  the  whole  field,  and  as  the  Rev.  Mr.  Orcutt,  Traveling  Secre- 
tary, has  recently  visited  that  region,  they  further  recommend  that  he  nomi- 
nate to  the  Executive  Committee  a  suitable  person  to  perform  that  service, 
to  be  appointed  by  them,  if  they  approve  the  measure.  Also,  if  in  his 
opinion  such  Agencies  would  be  useful  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  Mr. 
Orcutt  recommend  to  the  Executive  Committee  suitable  persons  to  fill  the 
same. 

In  reference  to  the  African  Repository,  the  committee  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions: 

Whereas  the  African  Repository  is  the  property  of  the  Society,  and  is 
valuable  in  proportion  as  it  promotes  its  interests. 

1st.  Resolved,  That  it  be  sent  gratuitously  to  all  life  members  desiring  it,  to 
all  Pastors  of  Churches  annually  taking  a  collection  for  the  cause  and  desir- 
ing it,  and  to  every  individual  who  annually  contributes  to  any  branch  of  the 
Society,  and  expresses  a  wish  to  any  Agent  to  have  the  publication. 

2(Z.  Resolved,  That  all  charges  on  the  books  of  the  Society,  against  all  per- 
sons, excepting  acknowledged  subscribers,  be  cancelled. 
In  behalf  of  the  Committee: 

L.  A.  SMITH,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Emigration  reported  as  follows: 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  Emigration  beg  leave 
to  report,  that  they  have  given  attention  to  the  subject  assigned  to  them,  viz: 

They  are  gratified  to  learn  from  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  that 
there  is  an  increase  of  interest  taken  on  the  subject  of  emigration  among  the 
free  people  of  color  in  the  States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and 
other  States  and  places  in  the  Union.  This,  the  committee  think,  the  Society 
should  encourage  in  every  way.  They  would  especially  suggest  that  of  pub- 
lishing;, from  time  to  time,  tracts  or  cheap  publications  as  may  aid  this  object, 
such  as  the  "New  Republic;  Crumm ell's  Address  to  the  people  of  color  in 
the  United  States;  Hall's  Address  to  the  people  of  color  in  Maryland,  and 
particularly  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  Constitution  of  Liberia," 
and  any  others  which  should  have  for  their  object  the  diffusion  of  reliable  in- 
formation. 

The  committee  are  also  of  opinion  that  a  careful  and  scrutinizing  examina- 
tion should  be  made  as  to  the  location  of  persons  and  families  sent  out  by  the 
Colonization  Society.  While  we  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  of  Careysburg,  Bassa, 
Sinou,  and  Cape  Palmas,  perhaps  ought  to  be  strengthened  by  a  few  families, 
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at  least,  if  possible.  Two  or  three,  or  even  a  single  person,  gives  hope  and 
courage  to  those  who  are  desponding,  or  who  are  wearied  and  careworn  by 
the  excessive  labors  of  a  new  settlement. 

The  committee  rejoice  to  !?arn  that,  there  are  one  hundred  or  more  free 
colored  persons  in  one  of  our  Southern  cities,  who  are  disposed  to  emigrate, 
probably  to  Liberia,  about  one-third  of  whom  will  defray  their  own  expenses. 
We  think  speedy  attention  should  be  given  to  those  persons  by  the  Executive 
officers  of  the  Society. 

These  suggestions  are  all  that  occur  to  the  committee  to  make,  and  they 
conclude  their  report  by  recommending  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz: 

Resolved,  That  $500  be  appropriated  for  the  publication  of  such  tracts  as  the 
Executive  Committee  may  think  will  best  aid  in  diffusing  among  the  free 
colored  population  of  the  United  States  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  present 
condition  and  prospects  of  Liberia. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  Committee. 

JOHN  WHEELER,   Chairman. 

The  report  was  adopted. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Gregory,  Wheeler,  and  Pinney,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  nominate  officers  of  the  Board  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  committee  subsequently  reported  the  following  named  gentle- 
men, who  were  duly  elected: 

Corresponding  Secretary : 
Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley. 

Financial  Secretary  ami  Treasurer: 
Rev.  William  McLain. 

Tra veling  Secretary : 
Rev.  John  Orcutt. 

Executive  ( fom m ittee  : 
Harvey  Lindsly,  M.  D., 
Joseph  H.  Bradley,  Esq., 
William  G-unton,  Esq., 
Rev.  Geo.  W.  Samson,  D.  D., 
Hon.  William  M.  Merrick, 
Hon.  Peter  Parker, 
Hon.  Samuel  II.  Huntington. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  till  this  evening,  at  7|  o'clock. 
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The  Board  met  at  7 1  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

J.  P.  Crozer,  Esq.,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
reported  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Annual  Report  aa 
relates  to  the  foreign  relations  of  the  Society,  respectfully  report  that,  (without 
sufficient  time  to  review  this  important  subject  in  all  its  bearings,)  they  presenl 
as  follows: 

When  Liberia  was  but  a  colony,  and  under  the  control  and  direction  of  the 
Colonization  Society,  any  action  of  our  Board  was  simple  and  less  liable  to 
conflict  with  African  interests,  or  if  found  to  conflict,  could  be  speedily  re- 
considered and  corrected.  But  our  Society  has  now  to  do  with  an  independ- 
ant  Republic,  and  therefore  we  can  be  only  a  party  in  any  action  which  may 
operate  upon  the  affairs  of  that  Republic. 

Hence  any  arrangement  in  regard  to  the  transmission  of  recaptured  Africans 
to  Liberia  necessarily  requires  the  sanction  of  that  Government. 

The  correspondence  between  the  Liberian  Governmsnt  and  our  Society, 
growing  out  of  the  large  number  of  that  unfortunate  class  who  were  reshipped 
to  Liberia  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  year,  and  the  consequent  alarm  which 
was  manifest  in  the  mind  of  the  Liberian  Executive,  has  engaged  the  special 
attention  of  your  committee,  and  we  are  particularly  impressed  with  the  wis- 
dom and  forecast  which  President  Benson  evinces  in  that  correspondence. 

The  special  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  19th  of 
May  last,  in  reference  to  provision  for  and  return  to  their  native  country  of  the  un- 
fortunate captives  of  the  Wildfire,  and  other  captives  of  the  same  class,  and 
the  prompt  action  of  Congress  making  provision  for  those  suffering  fellow 
beings,  is  entitled  to  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  every  friend  of  Africa.  The 
Executive  Committee  being  thus,  through  the  timely  provisions  of  the  United 
States  Government,  placed  in  prospect  of  funds,  not  indeed  to  the  extent  de- 
sired, for  one  hundred  dollars  each  is  inadequate  to  do  all  which  humanity 
might  prompt,  proceeded,  in  connexion  with  the  United  States  Government,  to 
take  care  of  the  wretched  sufferers  in  a  way  which  deserves  the  approval  of  the 
Board. 

At  this  stage  it  was,  that  the  Liberian  Government  felt  the  danger  of  being 
overrun  and  crushed  by  the  influx  of  savages,  nearly  equal  in  number  to  the 
whole  population,  (exclusive  of  natives  in  their  Territory,)  and  President 
Benson  opened  a  correspondence  with  our  Society,  under  date  of  August  25, 
as  already  referred  to. 

The  Society  at  its  special  meeting  of  October  24,  sympathized  with  the 
vie^s  of  the  Liberian  Government,  as  expressed  by  its  Executive,  and  de- 
cided to  act  in  accordance  therewith,  thus  transferring,  under  proper  safe- 
guards and  restrictions,  the  execution  of  any  existing  or  future  contracts  made 
or  to  be  made  with  the  United  States  Government  for  the  benefit  of  recaptured 
Africans. 

Your  Committee  approve  of  the  system  proposed  by  President  Benson  aa 
the   most  feasible  under  existing  circumstances.      In  his  correspondence  he 
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states  the  whole  number  which  can  be  provided  with  suitable  homes,  as  bound 
servants,  is  less  than  1,01)0,  leaving  a  far  larger  number  to  be  turned  loose  upon 
the  Republic  after  the  year's  support  is  expended.  Your  Committee  have  con- 
sidered that  some  better  provision  should  be  made  for  them  before  they  can  be 
fitted  for  citizenship  and  usefulness  in  the  Republic,  and  the  proposed  plan  of 
the  Liberian  Government  bids  fair  to  accomplish  this  desirable  object. 

In  connexion  with  the  handing  over  to  the  Liberian  Government  the  carrying 
out  of  the  contracts  we  make  with  the  United  States  Government,  of  which  we  are 
the  almoners,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Board,  through  its  Executive  Committee, 
to  observe  with  scrupulous  care,  from  time  to  time,  the  condition  of  those  we 
thus  place  under  the  charge  of  the  Liberian  Government,  and  to  see  that  the 
conditions  on  the  part  of  that  Government  be  faithfully  fulfilled,  and  this,  not 
because  there  is  reason  to  fear  the  integrity  of  the  Liberian  Government,  but 
from  the  fact  of  having  been  placed  in  a  position  of  high  trust  by  the  United 
States  Government. 

While  it  is  a  source  of  pain  to  your  committee,  in  common  with  every 
friend  of  the  oppressed,  that  the  African  slave-trade  has  recently  increased  in 
activity,  it  is  a  matter  of  interest  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
manifested  a  well  directed  elfort,  through  her  naval  force,  to  suppress  the 
slave-trade,  and  it  is  a  subject  of  deep  regret,  that  the  proposal  of  our  United 
States  Government  to  make  this  hateful  tratfic  a  capital  offence  against  the  law 
of  nations,  has  not  yet  received  the  response  of  all  Christian  governments. 

While  it  is  an  encouraging  feature  in  the  progress  of  Liberia,  that  her  com- 
merce is  on  the  increase,  and  that  she  promises  at  no  very  distant  day  to  be  a 
country  of  commercial  importance,  it  is  matter  of  regret  that  her  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  United  States  is  burdened  with  restrictions  which  do  not  exist  in 
some  other  countries,  thus  diverting  her  trade  from  this  country  to  which  it 
would  naturally  flow,  if  properly  encouraged,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that 
the  United  States  Government  will,  at  an  early  day  remove  these  restrictions, 
recognize  the  independence  and  nationality  of  Liberia,  and  place  her,  in 
every  respect,  on  a  commercial  footing  with  the  most  favored  of  nations  with 
whom  we  trade. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  J.  P.  CR.OZER,   Chairman. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,  from  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  reported  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  on  Accounts,  having  examined  a  list  of  bonds,  stocks,  and 
mortgages,  submitted  to  them  by  the  Financial  Secretary,  find  them  to  amount 
to  $51,800,  all  on  hand.  They  have  also  examined  the  list  of  vouchers,  to  the 
amount  of  $203,715.42,  for  cash  payments  by  the  Treasurer,  and  find  them 
endorsed  by  the  Executive  Committee  and  entirely  correct.  They  find  the 
books  kept  in  excellent  order  by  the  book-keeper,  Mr.  Underwood. 

D.  S.  GREGORY", 
J.  B.  PINNEY. 
The  report  was  accepted. 
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The  Committee  on  Finance  made  a  report  in  relation  to  the  Will 
of  the  late  Oliver  Smith,  of  Hatfield,  Mass.,  with  a  resolution.     The 

report  was  accepted  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Auxiliary  Societies  reported  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Auxiliary  Societies  present  the  following  report: 
On  inquiry,  the  committee  learn  that  auxiliary  societies  have  heretofore  been 
established  in  all  the  New  England  States,  with  the  exception  of  Rhode  Island; 
also  in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Iowa,  and  perhaps  in  some  other  States;  that  the  existence  of  some  of  these 
societies  is  perhaps  little  more  than  nominal,  as  contributions  are  received 
from  very  few  of  them,  and  from  those  to  a  very  small  amount,  while  at  the  same 
time  quite  liberal  contributions  are  received  from  individuals,  in  almost  every 
State  of  the  Union.  From  this  fact  the  committee  feel  justified  in  the  in- 
ference that  the  auxiliary  societies  have,  in  some  measure,  lost  their  efficiency 
from  some  other  cause  than  a  want  of  special  interest  in  the  objects  of  the 
parent  institution.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  either  by  auxiliaries 
or  in  some  other  way,  the  existence  of  the  American  Colonization  Society 
should  be  kept  distinctly  before  the  public  in  every  part  of  the  country.  Its 
value  and  importance  are  increasing  rather  than  diminishing,  and  there  can  be 
no  good  reason  why  our  institution,  appealing  alike  to  the  benevolence  and 
patriotism  of  our  citizens  in  all  sections  of  our  land,  should  not  urge  its 
claims  for  support  alike  upon  all.  Events  now  transpiring  may  render  our' 
necessity  for  funds  and  our  opportunities  for  their  advantageous  use  much 
greater  than  they  have  ever  heretofore  been. 

The  committee  therefore  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  desirable  that  measures 
should  be  taken  to  give  more  efficiency  to  the  various  auxiliary  societies. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

S.  H.  HUNTINGTON,  Chairman. 
The  report  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  I'inney, 

Resolved,  That  the  views  presented  by  President  Benson  as  to  the  settlement 
on  the  New  Jersey  Tract,  in  his  letter  of  July  13,  1860,  have  so  far  removed 
obstacles  to  immediate  operations,  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  directed 
to  appropriate  the  New  Jersey  funds  in  our  Treasury  for  that  object  at  once. 

Resolved,  That  President  Benson  be  requested  to  offer  inducements  to  old 
settlers,  by  bounties  of  land  and  otherwise,  to  settle  them  at  once. 

Resolved,  That  the  agent  be  instructed  in  the  case  of  emigrants  whose  attacks 
of  feverare  delayed  several  months  after  their  arrival,  or  whose  health  continues 
feeble  after  the  six  months,  to  continue  their  support  a  reasonable  time  until 
their  acclimation  be  completed. 
I 
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On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Annual  Report  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  for  publication. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board  be   tendered  to  Rev. 
Howard  Malcom  for  his  services  as  Secretary. 

Adjourned  to  meet  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  January,  1862. 

J.  H.  B.  LATROBE, 

President. 
Howard  Malcom,  Secretary. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
From  January  1  to  December  31,  1860. 


Dr. 


1  Balances $107,992  73 


RECEIPTS  FROM  THE  FOLLOWING  SOURCES.- 


38  Donations $10,758  32 

31  Col.  Society  Building 13  23 

43  African  Repository 1,097  42 

48  Legacies 5,261  C3 

55  Ship  MaryC.  Stevens 21,237  58 

56  Profit  and  Loss 4,704  58 

75  Transportation  Key  W.  Africans,  54,623  60 

76  Support  of  Key  West  Africans..  .14,850  00 

79  Support  of  Congo  Africans 12,358  33 

50  Emigrants 6,850  56 


48  Expense  Account 

52  Office  Expenses 

58  Contingent  Expenses 

59  Colony  of  Liberia 

77  Transportation  of  3  Kiddy  Africans. 
"    Support  of  do  do 


Balances  due  by  the  Society 

Balances  due  to  the  Society $51 ,205  83 

Cash  on  hand 1,063  51 


131,755  25 


$239,747  98 
40,835  66 


$280,583  64 


Cr. 
14,610  11 


15  00 

26,527  26 
2,082  86 

176  92 
24,827  58 

332  41 
49,439  59 
48,842  83 
15,094  73 
26,951  88 

3,168  48 

6,255  71 

479  94 

10,493  50 

7  50 

8  00 


$228,314  30 


52,269  34 


,583  64 


SHIP  MARY  CAROLINE  STEVENS. 

Baltimore,  January  14, 1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  beg  to  hand  yon  herewith  for  the  Board  of  Directors,  a  Gene- 
ral Summary  of  Earnings  and  Expenses  of  the  Ship  M.  C.  Stevens,  for  her 
4th  year,  embracing  the  two  voyages  G  and  H. 

It  wilt  be  observed  that  the  ship  did  not  pay  her  expenses  for  voyage  G.  by 
nearly  two  thousand  dollars.  This  was  in  consequence  of  her  having  to 
undergo  repairs,  both  anticipated  and  unlooked  for,  and  because  of  the  very 
small  number  of  emigrants  on  the  voyage  out,  there  being  only  forty-five 
adults  and  seventeen  children. 

Her  repairs  consisted  of  new  sails,  (which  it  was  time  for  her  to  have)  a 
new  mainmast  and  two  new  yards,  which,  though  not  unusual,  was  hardly  to 
be  expected  in  so  new  and  well  built  a  vessel;  besides  these,  her  standing  rig- 
ging, both  main  and  mizzen,  required  to  be  refitted. 

No  blame  could  be  attached  to  her  builders  for  the  rapid  decay  of  her  mast, 
as  it  is  believed  it  had  been  sound  when  put  in. 

Voyage  H  has  a  credit  of  nearly  five  hundred  dollars,  although  entitled  to  a 
much  larger  one;  but  I  thought  it  advisable  to  throw  part  of  the  expense  of  re- 
coppering  into  the  4th  year,  and  therefore  charge  the  bill  of  Coppering  to  this 
voyage.  The  entire  expense  of  re-coppering  might,  with  some  propriety,  be 
placed  against  the  sum  which  has  been  saved  by  lessening  the  amount  of  in- 
surance upon  the  Ship. 

I  selected  the  best  of  American  Copper,  because  the  first  suit  of  the  same 
had  lasted  nearly  a  year  longer  than  is  usual  for  either  English  Copper  or  the 
ordinary  Yellow  Metal. 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  16th  of  January  last,  I  had  occasion  to  express 
my  regret  that  the  Ship  was  not  sufficiently  patronized  by  the  various  Mis- 
sionary Societies,  but  I  am  gratified  in  being  able  now  to  state,  that  during  the 
past  year  I  have  received  frequent  applications  from  those  Societies  to  take  out 
both  freight  and  passengers;  and  a  number  of  Missionaries,  including  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Bishop  Payne  and  lady,  of  the  Episcopal  Mission,  have  preferred  to  take 
passage  in  the  Stevens  rather  than  seek  other  conveyance. 

The  homeward  freights  have  slightly  increased  during  the  past  year,  apart 
from  those  furnished  by  the  Agent.  He  has  reason  to  expect  an  increase  this 
present  voyage  over  every  previous  one. 

The  producers  of  sugar  and  syrup  in  Liberia  have  begun  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  facilities  which  the  Ship  affords — and  two  of  them  have  commenced 
making  shipments  to  a  merchant  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  who  has  manifested 
much  interest  in  developing  the  resources  of  Liberia. 

The  measures  taken  to  secure  the  opening  of  a  timber  trade  have  so  far 
proved  unsuccessful,  but  the  Agent  feels  assured  that  one  will  soon  be  opened. 
If  so,  it  will  secure  additional  freight  for  the  Ship,  and  at  the  same  time  bene- 
fit Liberia. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  very  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

JAMES  HALL,  Agent  and  Treasurer  of  Ship  M.  C.  Stevens. 
Per  G.  W.  S.  HALL,  tower  Attorney. 
Rev.  W.  McLain,  Financial  Secretary,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Information  for  people  of  color  going  to  Liberia. 

The  Republic  of  Liberia  is  situated  on  the  Western  coast  of  Africa,  between 
the  fourth  and  eighth  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  extends  along  five  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  of  the  coast,  from  the  English  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone  to  the 
mouth  of  the  San  Pedro  River.  The  soil  is  good  and  produces  a  great  variety 
of  tropical  productions,  coffee,  cotton,  and  the  sugarcane  being  among  the  most 
valuable.  Indian  corn,  sweet  potatoes,  plantains,  bananas,  and  most  tropical 
fruits  and  vegetables  thrive  well. 

The  Constitution  of  Liberia  very  closely  resembles  that  of  the  United  States, 
and  was  adopted  in  Convention,  on  the  26th  of  July,  1847.  The  Powers  of 
Government  are  vested  in  three  Departments — Legislative,  Executive,  and 
Judicial.  The  Legislative  authority  consists  of  a  House  of  Representatives 
and  a  Senate,  each  of  which  shall  have  a  negative  on  each  other.  The  election 
of  Representatives  is  for  two  years.  Two  members  from  each  county  con- 
stitute the  Senate,  and  are  elected  for  four  years.  The  Executive  Power  is 
vested  in  a  President,  chosen  every  two  years.  He  is  Commander-in-chief 
of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  makes  treaties,  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  con- 
curring. With  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  he  appoints  all  public 
officers  for  whose  appointment  special  provision  is  not  made  by  law.  There 
is  also  a  Vice  President  elected  in  the  same  manner,  who  is  President  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Judicial  Power  is  placed  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  such  subordinate 
courts  as  the  Legislature  may  from  time  to  time  establish. 

Among  the  miscellaneous  provisions  of  this  Constitution  are  the  following  : 

"  Sec.  13.  The  great  object  of  founding  these  colonies  being  to  provide  a  home 
for  the  despised  and  oppressed  children  of  Africa,  and  to  regenerate  and  en- 
lighten that  benighted  continent,  none  but  persons  of  color  shall  be  admitted 
to  citizenship  in  this  Republic. 

"  Sec.  15.  The  improvement  of  the  native  tribes,  and  their  advancement  in  the 
arts  of  agriculture  and  husbandry,  being  a  cherished  object  of  this  Govern- 
ment, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  appoint  in  each  county  some 
discreet  person,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  regular  and  frequent  tours 
through  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  natives  to 
those  wholesome  branches  of  industry  and  instructing:  them  in  the  same,  and 
the  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  it  can  conveniently  be  done,  make  provision 
for  those  purposes  by  the  appropriation  of  money." 

The  Society's  ship,  Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  constructed  with  the  best  ac- 
commodations for  emigrants,  leaves  Baltimore  on  the  1st  of  May  and  1st  of 
November  annually.  She  touches  at  Cape  Mount,  Monrovia,  Bassa,  Sinou, 
and  Cape  Palmas,  to  land  emigrants,  freight,  and  passengers.  Her  passage  is 
usually  from  thirty  to  forty  days. 

Emigrants  should  be  well  supplied  with  clothing  similar  to  what  is  required 
in  this  country.  There  is  no  winter  in  Liberia,  but  during  the  rainy  season 
health  is  greatly  promoted  by  wearing  flannel  or  other  warm  clothing.  The 
-emigrant  should  have  a  mattress  and  a  good  supply  of  sheets  and  blankets. 
Farmers  and  mechanics  should  be  well  supplied  with  tools,  and  every  familv 
should  take  table  furniture  and  kitchen  utensils.  Large  and  unwieldly  furni- 
ture should  not  be  taken,  but  articles  most  necessary  and  of  small  compass 
they  should  have.  A  keg  of  nails  and  some  domestic  goods  are  important  to 
every  family.  They  have  to  build  a  house,  and  may  find  it  necessary  to  em- 
ploy some  person  or  persons  to  assist  them. 

Each  adult  emigrant  receives  five  acres  of  land,  and  more  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  his  family.     This  will  be  enough  until  he  becomes  able  to  purchase 
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more.  All  parents  are  required  to  educate  their  children  at  the  common 
schools. 

The  Colonization  Society  offers  passage  to  Liberia  in  their  ship,  and  sup- 
port for  six  months  after  arrival,  to  such  as  have  means  to  defray  their  ex- 
penses, for  $70,  and  for  children  half-price,  but  to  such  as  are  unable  to  pay, 
gives  a  free  passage  and  subsequent  support  for  six  months,  medical  atten- 
dance, and  a  CGinfortable  habitation.  The  industrious  can,  during  these  six 
months,  provide  themselves  a  house,  plant  a  piece  of  ground,  and  have  things 
in  readiness  to  obtain  a  comfortable  living. 

People  live  in  Liberia  as  everywhere  else,  by  industry  and  economy.  There 
is  room  and  sufficient  inducements  for  many  employments,  which  command 
pood  wages.  No  class  is  doin{>:  better  than  farmers.  Of  domesticated  animals  in 
Liberia  are  cattle,  goats,  ducks,  common  fowls,  turkeys,  pigeons,  &c.  Wild 
deer  of  different  kinds  in  abundance,  with  many  smaller  animals  and  various 
wild  fowls.     A  great  variety  of  excellent  fish  abound  in  the  waters. 

Of  vegetables,  sweet  potatoes,  arrow-root,  turnips,  carrots,  beets,  cabbages, 
beans,  cymblains,  peas,  cucumbers,  yams,  cassavas,  and  a  great  many  other 
vegetables  unknown  here,  while  oranges,  citrons,  lemons,  plantains,  bananas, 
guavas,  tamarinds,  and  tropical  fruits  generally,  flourish. 

Dr.  James  Hall,  who  has  resided  several  years  in  Liberia,  and  who  founded 
the  settlement  at  Cape  Palmas,  in  his  address  to  the  free  people  of  colour  of 
Maryland,  says  : 

"  The  noble  men  who  first  projected  the  plan  of  providing  a  home  for  the 
free  people  of  color  of  these  United  States,  where  they  could  exercise  the  func- 
tions and  privileges  so  dear  to  all  men,  after  much  deliberation,  wisely  fixed 
upon  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  where  but  a  few  generations  back,  your  fore- 
fathers were  born,  in  the  rich  Tropical  world,  and  far  removed  from  the  in- 
fluence of  the  white  man.  The  country  purchased,  and  now  inhabited  and 
governed  by  men  of  your  own  race,  was  named  Liberia,  or  Land  of  the  Free. 

"  Of  its  position  and  extent,  it  is  enough  to  say  that  it  embraces  some  five 
hundred  miles  of  seaboard,  and  extends  inland  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
miles,  or  to  any  desirable  extent ;  that  not  less  than  twenty  thousand  square 
miles  are  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Republic — say  twice  as  much  as  is 
included  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Maryland.  The  country  around  it 
has  a  population  of  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  natives,  who  generally  Jive 
on  terms  of  friendship  and  good  will  with  the  American  settlers,  and  are  ready 
for  annexation  and  submission  to  the  Government,  so  that  Liberia  may  be 
considered  large  enough  to  contain  the  entire  free  colored  population  of  the 
United  States,  in  addition  to  its  present  inhabitants.  *  *  * 

"  Climate. — I  have  said  that  uninterrupted  summer  prevails  in  the  Tropics. 

"  Face  of  the  country. — Throughout  Liberia,  immediately  on  the  seashore, 
the  land  is  generally  low,  but  very  soon  becomes  elevated,  rising  in  gentle 
undulations  or  swells,  and  nowhere,  except  on  the  borders  of  some  rivers,  in- 
lets from  the  sea  or  lagoons,  is  the  land  low  or  marshy  one  mile  from  the  sea- 
beach — differing  in  this  respect  very  much  from  the  seashore  in  Maryland  and 
Virginia.  The  whole  country  is  well  wooded  and  watered.  Timber  is  found,  not 
only  such  as  you  find  in  this  country,  excepting  the  varieties  of  the  pine,  but 
many  other  and  more  valuable  kinds,  fit  for  cabinet  work,  ship  building,  &c. 
The  streams  are  numerous,  and  the  water  of  all  sweet  and  good  ;  no  one 
ever  suffers,  even  inconvenience,  for  want  of  good  water  in  Liberia.     *    *    * 

"  Productions,  grains,  vegetables,  and  fruits. — As  you  are  only  ac- 
quainted with  the  productions  of  this  climate,  or  the  Temperate  region  of  the 
earth,  I  cannot  well  give  you  a  correct  idea  of  the  productions  of  the  Tropics, 
as  some  of  their  principal  articles  of  diet  are  unknown  to  you.  It  is  enough, 
perhaps,  to  say,  that  they  far  surpass  those  to  which  you  are  accustomed,  in 
richness  and  variety.  There  are  some,  however,  with  which  you  are  ac- 
quainted. Rice,  a  kind  decidedly  richer  and  sweeter  than  that  from  the 
Southern  States,  may  be  said  to  form  the  main  article  of  food  to  the  native 
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African.  Tt  is  in  fact,  his  bread,  for  which  it  furnishes  a  good  substitute.  It 
is  easily  raised  on  either  high  or  low  land,  being  planted  at  the  beginning  of 
the  wet  season.  The  sweet  potato  is  also  known  to  you.  It  can  be  raised  the 
entire  year  in  Africa,  and  dug  from  the  earth  every  month,  for  use.  Of  gar- 
den vegetables,  the  Lima  bean  is  much  used  by  the  Liberians — it  grows  most 
luxuriantly,  the  same  stock  producing  several  years,  requiring  little  cultivation 
or  replaniing.  The  tomato  and  egg-plant  are  also  indigenous  to  Africa,  and 
grow  there  in  abundance  and  of  several  varieties.  Other  garden  vegetables, 
with  which  you  are  acquainted  here,  can  be  raised  there,  although  they  do  not 
thrive  well  or  produce  seed — therefore  are  generally  neglected,  excepting,  per- 
haps, cabbages.  But  the  place  of  these  is  more  than  supplied  by  vegetables 
peculiar  to  Africa,  with  which  you  are  unacquainted,  and  which  no  inhabitant 
of  the  Tropics  would  exchange  for  those  you  raise  here.  Among  these  the 
plantain  and  thecassada  are  the  principal — either  of  which  is  often  used  as  the 
sole  and  exclusive  vegetable  food  by  the  natives  for  months.  They,  with  rice, 
constitute  not  only  the  principal  food  of  Africa,  but  of  the  tropical  world. 

"  The  principal  fruits  of  Liberia  with  which  you  are  acquainted  are  the  pine 
apple,  orange,  lemon,  limes,  and  cocoa-nuts,  all  of  which  grow  in  a  wild  state 
and  under  cultivation,  and  can  be  raised  to  very  great  extent  with  little  trouble. 
The  oranges  are  the  finest  in  the  world.  There  are  a  great  variety  of  other 
fruits,  some  very  abundant  and  in  general  use,  others  of  less  importance,  but 
all  making  an  extensive  and  delicious  variety.  * 

"  Staple  productions. — First  in  importance  comes  sugar,  from  the  sugar 
cane,  the  same  plant  which  produces  it  in  the  West  Indies.  No  part  of  the 
world  produces  a  better  growth  of  cane  than  Liberia.  I  have  seen  over  sixty 
acres  ready  for  grinding  in  one  field.  Next,  coffee,  the  "  Liberia  Mocha,"  as 
it  is  properly  called,  is  the  richest  coffee  known,  and  brings  a  larger  price  in 
market  than  any  other.  To  these  may  be  added  cotton,  ginger,  ground  nuts, 
arrow  root,  pepper,  indigo,  and  several  others,  of  more  or  less  importance. 
All  of  the  above  are  mainly  raised  by  the  American  colonists.  But  the  great 
export  staple  of  Liberia  is  palm  oil,  made  by  the  natives  of  the  country.  This 
is  a  most  valuable  article  of  commerce,  and  is  yearly  growing  in  greater  de- 
mand. It  is  not  unreasonable  to  calculate  that  it  will  scarcely  be  second  to 
any  other  in  the  world,  in  time — nor  is  it  too  much,  to  aver,  that  the  amount 
exported  from  Liberia  alone,  will,  in  a  few  years,  exceed  in  value  the  entire 
tobacco  crop  of  Maryland.  Camwood  is  another  article  of  commerce,  ex- 
ported from  Liberia,  obtained  in  the  interior,  and  sells  from  $60  to  $100  per 
ton.  To  these  staple  exports  might  be  added  several  others  of  minor  im- 
portance, either  now  or  prospectively,  as  hides,  pepper,  ginger,  arrow-root, 
gums,  &c. 

"Animals. — The  valuable  domestic  animals  in  Liberia  are  comparatively 
few.  Horses  are  little  used,  none  as  yet  being  acclimated  or  domesticated,  but 
are  plentiful  in  the  interior.  They  have  cows,  sheep,  goats,  hogs,  the  Mus- 
cova  duck,  turkeys,  and  fowls.         *         *  * 

"Thus,  I  have  endeavored  to  give  you  a  faithful,  but  brief  sketch  of  the 
country  called  Liberia — its  climate,  soil,  and  productions.  I  say  faithful  and 
brief,  without  one  word  of  unwarranted  qualification  or  praise.  I  will  say, 
however,  that  it  is  such  a  country,  that  one  born  in  it,  never  leaves,  except 
upon  compulsion.  In  my  whole  life,  I  never  knew  a  person  born  in  the 
tropics,  voluntarily  leave  his  native  climate  for  a  temperate  one,  such  as  you 
now  live  in — it  seems  to  be  a  general  law  of  nature,  exceptions  so  few  as  only 
to  confirm  the  law.  While  in  any  part  of  the  tropics  which  I  have  visited,  I 
never  failed  to  find  many  people  from  the  temperate  regions,  and  however  brief 
their  intended  stay,  never  did  1  know  one  that  did  not  acknowledge  the  su- 
perior claims  of  the  tropical  world,  and  thousands  who  came  but  for  a  monii  or 
year  have  broken  all  ties  of  home,  country,  and  kindred,  to  live  and  die  under 
its  milder  and  soothing  influences.  Therefore,  independent  of  government,  as- 
sociation, your  present  position  here,  or  any  other  special  cause,  Liberia 
offers  you  a  more  desirable,  more  charming  home,  than  this  land  of  your 
bnth.  But  were  this  all,  or  the  greater  part,  I  should  not  now  presume  to 
address  you." 


CONSTITUTION 


AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

"Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  'The  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety.' 

Art.  2.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively  directed  is,  to 
promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  colonizing,  with  their  own  consent,  the  free 
people  of  color  residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Con- 
gress shall  deem  expedient.  And  ihe  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object,  in 
co-operation  with  the  General  Government  and  such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt 
regulations  on  the  subject. 

Art.  3.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  shall  have  paid  to  the  funds 
of  the  Society  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society  for  one 
year  from  the  time  of  such  payment.  Any  citizen  who  shall  have  paid  the 
sum  of  thirty  dollars,  shall  be  a  member  for  life.  And  any  citizen  paying  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director  for  life.  Foreigners  may  be 
made  members  by  vote  of  the  Society  or  of  the  Directors. 

Art.  4.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  at  Washington,  on  the  third  Tues- 
day in  January,  and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  they  shall  direct.  At 
the  annual  meeting;,  a  President  and  Vice  Piesidents  shall  be  chosen,  who  shall 
perform  the  duties  appropriate  to  those  offices. 

Art.  5.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  composed  of  the  Directors  for 
life  and  of  Delegates  from  the  several  State  Societies  and  societies  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  Territories  of  the  Umtpd  States.  Each  of  such  societies 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  Delegate  for  every  five  hundred  dollars  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Society  within  the  year  previous  to  the  annual   meeting. 

Art.  6.  The  Board  shall  annually  appoint  one  or  more  Secretaries,  a 
Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Committee  of  seven  persons  ;  all  of  whom  shall 
ex  tfficio  be  members  of  the  Board,  having  a  right  to  be  present  at  its  meetings 
and  to  take  part  in  the  transaction  of  its  business;  but  they  shall  not  vote,  except 
as  provided  in  Article  7. 

Art.  7.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  meet  annually  in  Washington,  imme- 
diately after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  at  such  other  times  and 
places  as  it  shall  appoint,  or  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  at 
the  request  of  any  three  of  the  Auxiliary  State  Societies,  communicated  to  the 
Corresponding  Secretary.  Seven  Directors  shall  form  a  quorum.  But,  if  at 
any  annual  meeting,  or  meeting  regularly  called,  a  less  number  be  in  attendance, 
then  five  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  with  such  Directors,  not  less 
than  four,  as  may  be  present,  shall  constitute  a  Board,  and  have  competent 
authority  to  transact  any  business  of  the  Society  ;  provided,  however,  that  the 
Board  thus  constituted  shall  carry  no  question  unless  the  votf  be  unanimous. 

Art.  8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  according  to  its  own  appoint- 
ment, or  at  the  call  of  the  Secietary.  This  Comm  ttee  shall  have  discretionary 
power  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Society,  subject  only  to  such  limitations 
as  are  found  in  its  charter,  in  this  Constitution,  and  in  the  votes  that  have  peen 
passed,  or  may  hereafter  be  passed,  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  shall  be  members  of  the  Committee  ex  officio,  with  the  right  to 
deliberate,  but  not  to  vote.  The  Committee  is  authorized  to  fill  all  vacancies 
in  its  own  body  ;  to  appoint  a  Secretary  or  Treasurer  whenever  such  offices  are 
vacant  ;  and  to  appoint  and  direct  such  agents  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  Society.  At  every  annual  meeting,  the  Committee  shall  report 
their  doings  to  the  Society,  and  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Art.  9.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended,  upon  a  proposition  to  that  effect 
by  any  of  the  Societies  represented  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary,  and  published  in  the  official  paper  of  the  Society,  three  months  be- 
fore the  annual  meeting  ;  provided  such  amendment  receive  the  sanction  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Board  at  its  next  annual  meeting." 
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35.     Freight,  $1.50  a  barrel, 

Palm  oil,  5  cents  a  gallon  on 

No  single  package  will   be 


Our  Ship,  the  Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  sails  regularly  from 
Baltimore  and  Norfolk  on  the  1st  of  May  and  1st  of  November! 
Application  for  freight  or  cabin  passage  should  be  made  to  Dr. 
James  Hall,  Colonization  Office,  Baltimore;  for  steerage  ]»;i^- 
sage,  immediately  to  tin's  office.  The  Ship  will  touch  at  all  the 
ports  in  Liberia. 

Fare:    Cabin,  $100;    Steerage, 
30  cents  a  cubic  foot,  $10  a  ton. 
the  entire  capacity  of  the  casks. 
taken  for  less  than  $1. 

All  freight  will  be  received  and  delivered  alongside  the  ship, 
or  landed  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  shipper  or  consignee. 
Passage  and  freight  to  be  paid  in  advance.  Five  per  cent, 
primage  will  be  charged  on  all  freight  which  is  not  paid  in 
advance. 

g^g^All  persons  sending  parcels  and  packages  by  Express  or 
otherwise  to  Baltimore,  to  be  forwarded  in  the  ship,  must  pay 
the  expenses  on  the  same,  including  drayage  to  the  ship  in 
Baltimore.  No  freight  will  be  received  at  Norfolk. — The  ship 
will  only  touch  there  for  emigrants  and  their  baggage  and  other 
belongings. 

All  letters  sent  to  the  care  of  this  office  will  be  duly  forwarded 
in  the  ship. 


THE  FRIENDS  OF  THE  AFRICAN  REPOSITORY 

will  please  observe  that  the  Board  of  Directors  have  adopted 
the  following  Resolutions  in  regard  to  the  African  Repository: 

<l  Whereas  the  African  Repository  is  the  property  of  the 
Society,  and  is  valuable  in  proportion  as  it  promotes  its  interests  : 
*  "1st.  Resolved,  That  it  be  sent  gratuitously  to  all  life  mem- 
bers desiring  it,  to  all  Pastors  of  Churches  annually  taking  a 
collection  for  the  cause  and  desiring  it,  and  to  every  individual 
who  annually  contributes  to  any  branch  of  the  Society,  and  ex- 
presses a  wish  to  any  Agent  to  have  the  publication. 

"2d.  Resolved,  That  all  charges  on  the  books  of  the  Society, 
against  all  persons,  excepting  acknowledged  subscribers,  be 
cancelled." 
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Deceased  friends. 


It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  remove  from  this  Society,  during 
the  last  year,  several  of  its  Vice-Presidents  and  other  friends  to  whom 
it  has  been  long  and  largely  indebted.  While  we  record  their  names 
with  grief,  we  feel  the  inspiration  of  their  example,  which  survives  to 
animate  the  labors  of  the  future,  as  well  as  present,  officers  and  members 
of  this  Society.  In  General  Walter  Jones,  over  whose  remains  the 
grave  has  but  just  closed,  we  mourn  the  decease  of  one  of  the  wisest 
founders,  and  earliest  Vice-Presidents  of  this  Society ;  the  author  of 
its  first  memorial  to  Congress,  in  which  the  nation  was  invited,  by 
words  of  profound  thought  and  eloquence,  and  prophetic  sagacity,  to 
co-operate  in  a  scheme,  appealing  alike  to  its  sense  of  interest  and 
duty,  and  unfolding  in  the  future  the  most  comprehensive  and  bene- 
ficial results.  Among  other  distinguished  friends  who  have  since  the 
last  general  meeting  finished  their  earthly  labors,  should  be  named  the 
Hon.  John  McLean,  of  the  Supreme  Court,  from  the  State  of  Ohio; 
the  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Williams,  Chief  Justice  of  Connecticut,  a 
Vice-President;  Dr.  David  M.  Reese,  an  able  and  earnest  laborer 
for  many  years  in  the  cause;  the  Rev.  Joshua  Noble  Danforth, 
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D.  D.,  of  Newcastle,  Delaware,  and  the  Key.  1 1  K.MAN  HuMPIl  i:  IV. 
of  Massachusetts.  For  several  years  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Danforth 
were  directed  especially  to  the  benefit  of  Africa  and  her  children,  and 
both  he  and  Dr.  Humphrey,  by  their  writings  and  addresses,  awoke 
the  sympathy  and  elicited  the  contributions  of  many  churches  and  of 
widely  extended  communities.  They  rest  from  their  labors,  but  their 
works  shall  follow  them.  We  have  also  to  announce  the  death  of  Ex- 
President  TYLER,  Vice-President  of  the  Virginia  State  Colonization 
Society.  The  report  of  the  Colonization  Society  of  Massachusetts 
mentions,  with  high  and  just  commendation,  the  character  and  labors 
of  Dr.  Humphrey,  as  well  as  the  loss  to  the  cause  in  the  death  of 
Daniel  Collins,  Esq.,  of  Williamsburg,  and  Miss  Mary  T.  Town- 
send,  of  Boston,  who  made  liberal  bequests  to  the  SocmTy;  while  the 
New  York  Society  laments  the  decease  of  several  citizens  of  Liberia 
distinguished  for  their  virtues  and  piety,  the  Hon.  John  Hanson, 
Anthony  D.  Williams,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  that  community 
before  its  independence,  and  the  Rev.  George  L.  Seymour,  whose 
explorations  and  extraordinary  missionary  labors  deserve  perpetual 
remembrance  and  an  extended  memorial. 


foreign  relations. 

The  Foreign  Relations  of  Liberia  have  been  extended  and  multi- 
plied during  the  year,  and,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  have  remained 
undisturbed.  The  purpose  of  demolishing  the  barricades  among  the 
chiefs  near  Cape  Mount  has  been  accomplished  without  any  hostile 
demonstration,  and  the  effect  to  commerce  and  order  proved  beneficial. 
Some  of  the  interior  chiefs  appear  dissatisfied,  and  difficulties  among 
tribes  of  Fishmen  near  Cape  Palmas,  which  were  thought  to  be  settled, 
became  disturbed,  and  several  cruel  acts  of  the  superstitious  trial  by 
poison  having  been  perpetrated,  President  Benson  proceeded  against 
them  with  one  hundred  men,  in  the  Seth  Grosvenor,  joined  by  others, 
and  compelled  them  to  keep  the  peace  and  pay  the  cost  of  the  war.    It  is 
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justly  remarked  l>y  President  Benson  touching  the  murderous  pra< 
to  some  extent  prevailing  among  tribes  under  the  protection  of  the  He- 
public: 

<;  The  time  has  come  when  such  homicidal  practices  by  natives  living 
at  least  within  the  vicinity  of  our  settlements  should  be  promptly 
checked.  If  the  government  has  the  right  and  power  to  stop  them, 
(which  I  presume  no  one  will  deny,)  then  it.  becomes  a  moral  dutj 
and  the  neglect  of  such  a  duty  involves  moral  delinquency  and 
national  guilt." 

The  honorable  vindication  of  the  character  of  Liberia  by  her 
ernment  in  the  afi'air  of  the  French  vessel,  the  Regina  Coeli,  induces 
the  expectation  that  she  will  he  able  to  show  the  world  how  unjustifi- 
able was  the  recent  attack  of  a  Spanish  man-of-war  steamer  upon 
ingle  man-of-war  schooner  in  the  harbor  of  .Monrovia.  This 
assault  was  not  more  against  Liberia  than  an  affront  to  the  majesty 
of  England,  (since  the  men  of  an  English  man-of-war  destroyed  the 
Spanish  slaver  in  the  Gallinas,)  and  we  may  look  to  thepowi 
Britain  to  maintain  her  own  policy  against  the  slave  trade  and  her 
sense  of  the  solemn  treaty  obligations  of  Spain.  We  cannot  think- 
that  the  magnanimity  of  Spain  will  permit  her  to  attempt  to  C 

and  feeble  Republic  of  Liberia,  (acknowledged  as  a  lr>:'; 
State  by  at  least  ten  of  the  civilized  powers  of  the  world.;  to  cast  aside 
her  responsibility  to  God,  to  herself,  and  humanity. 

In  his  last  me  ssident  Benson  <  that  it  is  impo 

for  Liberian  merchants  b  -   in  honest  competition  in  port-  of 

the  United  States  under  the  great  pressure  of  existing  discriminating 
;  and  it  has  been  deemed  right  and  proper  to  impose  on  the 
-  and  cargoes  of  the  United  States  in  her  ports,  similar  discrimi- 
nating duties.  This  is  mutually  disadvantageous,  but.  of  far  greater 
injury  to  our  citizens  than  to  her<.  The  acknowledgment  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  Liberia,  recommended  by  the  President,  to  I  would 
naturally  be  followed  by  other  measures  that  would  place  the  com.' 
mutually,  of  that    Republic    and    the    United    State.,    upon    a   just 
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RECAPTURED  AFRICANS. 

On  the  first  of  October  of  1860,  President  Benson  wrote : 

"  We  have  landed  in  the  Republic  within  about  two  months  nearly 
four  thousand  recaptives,  for  whom  this  government  will  have  to  ren- 
der an  account  in  the  future." 

The  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  on  the  24th  of  October 
of  last  year  are  before  the  public,  and  the  gratification  of  the  friends  of 
the  Society  well  known  at  the  unanimity  with  which  this  Board  had  ap- 
pointed Dr.  James  Hall  their  commissioner,  to  convey  them  to  the 
government  of  Liberia,  and  to  enter  into  such  a  contract  with  the  latter, 
as  shall  carry  them  into  full  effect,  to  be  binding  from  its  date,  but 
subject  to  modification  if,  on  being  hereafter  submitted  to  the  Board, 
there  should  seem  to  be  occasion  therefor. 

The  departure  of  Dr.  Hall  in  the  Stevens  on  the  1st  of  November, 
I860,  was  announced  in  the  last  report.  On  his  arrival  he  proceeded 
at  once  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Liberian  Government  satisfactory 
to  its  President  and  people,  and  having  completed  his  homeward 
voyage,  April  4th,  was  prepared  to  submit  his  work  to  the  examination 
of  this  Board.  Since  this  negotiation  involves  interests  of  great  conse- 
quence in  many  directions,  its  careful  review  would  appear  to  be  highly 
expedient. 

The  contract  or  treaty  is  submitted  herewith  to  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. The  Society  was  subsequently  informed  that  the  Government 
of  Liberia  had  appointed  G.  W.  S.  Hall  &  Co.,  their  agents  to  make 
their  purchases  and  shipments  in  the  United  States. 

In  conformity  with  this  arrangement  the  Financial  Secretary  opened 
an  account  directly  with  the  Liberian  Government,  and  has  kept  the 
funds  belonging  to  the  Government  of  Liberia  separate  from  the  funds 
of  the  Society,  and  held  them  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  said  government,  and,  as  far  as  possible, 
in  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Assistant 
Treasurer  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
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The  ship  Nightingale,  with  801  slaves,  captured  by  the  United 
States  man-of-war  sloop  Saratoga,  near  Cabenda,  was  brought  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Guthrie  on  the  7th  of  May  into  the  harbor  of  Monrovia. 
The  sufferings  of  these  people  on  their  way  from  the  point  of  capture, 
and  the  sickly  and  inevitably  confined  condition,  within  the  narrow 
limits  of  the  receptacle,  on  landing,  produced  unusual  mortality. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  President  Benson  wrote :  "  The  recaptives  landed 
in  Liberia  last  and  this  year,  now  numbering  over  4,000,  are  getting  on 
astonishingly  well.  You  would  really  be  astonished  could  you  witness 
the  rapid  improvement  they  have  made  in  so  short  a  time,  and  the 
people  with  whom  nearly  all  have  been  placed  and  apprenticed  treat 
them  very  kindly,  as  a  general  thing."  In  September  last,  one  of  the 
best  ministers  of  the  Gospel  writes  from  the  St.  Paul's  river:  "  I  can- 
not but  regard  the  whole  matter  in  relation  to  these  natives  being 
brought  among  us  as  a  wise  and  gracious  act  of  Providence,  designing 
them  to  be  a  blessing  to  us  and  we  a  blessing  to  them.  Our  churches 
and  Sabbath  schools  are  every  Sabbath  crowded  with  these  people, 
and  in  a  few  years  many  of  them  will  doubtless  come  to  know  and 
worship  the  true  and  living  God.  Many  of  those  that  were  brought 
here  a  few  years  ago  by  the  ship  Pons  are  now  respectable  citizens, 
and  members  of  the  church." 

COMMERCIAL   AND    AGRICULTURAL   INDUSTRY. 

President  Benson,  in  his  last  message,  represents  "that  the  ex- 
portable articles  by  our  civilized  communities,  this  year,  will  be  more 
than  two  hundred  per  cent,  in  advance  of  the  preceding  year.  Many 
of  these  articles  have  been  for  home  consumption,  and  the  actual  ex- 
ports over  those  of  the  next  preceding  year  have  been  but  about  fifty 
per  cent. ;  and  it  is  important  to  consider  that  in  the  production  of 
articles  of  export  the  industry  of  the  native  tribes  has  its  just  share. 
According  to  the  testimony  of  the  Rev.  C.  C.  Hoffman  of  Cape  Pal- 
mas,  who  lately  ascended  the  beautiful  stream  of  the  St.  Paul's,  the 
owner  of  one  plantation  had  made  60,000  pounds  of  sugar  the  last 
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year,  and  expected  to  make  80,000  pounds  the  present;  another  had 
made  40,000  pounds  of  sugar  in  one  year. 

Of  the  present  industrial  improvements,  the  Rev.  Alexander  Crurn- 
mell  is  a  most  intelligent  and  unexceptionable  witness.  He  contrasts 
the  uncertainty  and  discouragements  of  the  days  of  the  colonial  exist- 
ence of  Liberia,  with  its  activity  and  improvement  during  the 
few  years  since  its  elevation  to  the  rank  of  an  independent  Republic. 

"Uncertainty  gave  place  to  certainty,  and  the  colony  began  to 
flourish.  The  people  felt  that  Gocl  had  placed  them  to  live  there, 
and  they  put  forth  more  efforts,  with  more  hope  and  with  more 
determination.  We  can  see  the  change  already.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  district  of  Bassa.  When  I  went  there,  there  was  a  large 
number  of  coffee  trees  planted,  but  there  was  but  little  coffee 
picked  at  that  time.  So  it  was  in  regard  to  other  staples.  They 
were  neglected ;  but  now  the  people  are  engaged  in  trade  and  com- 
merce. In  Liberia  there  are  about  500,000  coffee  trees  planted,  and 
■  the  people  are  so  industrious  that  their  industry  is  beginning  to  tell 
upon  the  coffee  market.  At  Bassa  sometimes  1U0  bags  are  exported. 
The  climate  furnishes  a  fine  field  for  its  cultivation;  and  so  profitable 
is  it  becoming,  that  many  citizens  begin  to  turn  their  attention  to  it; 
and  there  is  now  more  coffee  exported  from  Liberia  than  in  any  pre- 
vious period.  So  with  regard  to  sugar.  Eight  years  ago  one  man, 
Mr.  Richardson  from  New  York,  commenced  its  cultivation,  and  the 
result  is,  that  extensive  tracts  are  now  under  cultivation.  There  are 
at  present  nine  or  ten  sugar  mills  in  the  Republic,  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  sugar  is  exported  annually.  Some  farmers  produce  30  or 
40,000  pounds  of  sugar;  others  50  or  60,000  pounds  of  sugar  a  year." 

Of  cotton  the  Republic  has  produced  less;  but  among  the  neighboring- 
native  tribes  it  is  produced,  and  to  some  extent  manufactured  cotton 
cloths  woven  into  narrow  strips,  durable  and  dyed,  are  sold  in  the 
market  on  the  coast.  Some  of  the  natives,  says  Mr.  Crummell,  have 
brought  down  from  four  to  five  thousand  pieces  of  this  cloth,  3  to  3£ 
feet  in  width  and  6  long,  at  one  time.  200,000  of  these  cloths  are 
reported  as  sent  from  Lagos  to  Brazil  in  one  year,  and  probably 
500,000  pounds  of  cotton  are  exported  annually  in  this  way  from  the 
west  coast  of  Africa.  It  is  clearly  shown  that  Africa  is  capable  of 
producing  a  great  supply  of  cotton,  and  most  of  the  twelve  English 
steamers  that  each  year  successively  visit  Lagos  and  other  African 
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ports  return  with  hundreds  of  bales  of  cotton  to  England.  Yet  at 
present  the  palm  oil  trade  is  the  great  traffic  of  Western  Africa, 
though  but  imperfectly  developed.  The  imports  of  Monrovia  were 
estimated  at  $150,000  in  1859,  and  in  I860  at  $300,000,  while  the 
exports  during  the  former  year  amounted 'to  $190,000,  and  for  the 
year  1860  the  exports  from  the  whole  Republic  rose  to  between 
$400,000  and  $500,000.  Justly  it  is  said  by  Mr.  Crummell,  that  no 
equal  number  of  colored  men  on  earth  have  done  as  much  for  civili- 
zation and  humanity  as  the  people  of  Liberia. 

We  are  indebted  to  an  intelligent  and  ardent  friend  of  the  cause 
in  Philadelphia,  Wm.  Coppinger,  Esq.,  for  the  following  statistics  of 
English  trade  in  Africa : 

"  In  1853  the  export  of  palm  oil  from  Lagos  was  160  tons ;  in  1857  the 
declared  value  of  this,  with  a  few  other  articles,  was  £1,062,806.  From 
Abbeokuta  interior,  a  short  distance  from  Lagos,  the  increase  of  raw 
cotton  has  been  enormous.  In  1852,  nine  bags  or  1810  pounds  were 
exported;  in  1858, 1,819  bags,  or  220,000  pounds;  and  in  1859,  3,447 
bags,  or  416,341  pounds.  From  the  Island  of  Sherbro,  near  the 
northern  confines  of  Liberia,  a  cotton  trade  has  sprung  up  in  six 
years  to  the  value  of  £61,000  for  the  last  twelve  months  reported. 
Sixty  thousand  tons  of  palm  oil  are  estimated  as  sent  annually  from 
the  western  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  quantity  that  reached  Great 
Britain  during  the  year  1859  was  804,326  cwt. 

"The  exports  of  British  goods  during  the  first  six  months  of  the 
three  past  years  are  stated  as  follows : 

1858.  1859.  1860. 

To  Gambia,  Sierra  Leone,  and  the 

Gold  Coast,  British,  -  -  -  £95,404.  £148,538.  £139,643. 
To  other  parts  of  west  coast  of 

Africa, 336,939.       344,710.       471,619. 


Total 432,343.       493,248.       611,262. 

"  This  table  shows  an  increase  of  nearly  forty  per  cent,  in  quantity 
and  value  compared  with  1859,  and  about  fifteen  per  cent,  in  quantity 
and  forty  per  cent,  in  value  over  1858." 
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LIBERIA    COLLEGE. 

The  attention  of  Ex-President  Roberts  has  been  wholly  devoted  to 
the  erection  of  the  college  building.  Thus  he  writes  on  the  3d  of 
September,  "but  owing  to  the  advanced  state  of  the  building  season 
when  we  obtained  permission  to  proceed  in  the  work,  no  time  was  to 
be  lost  in  getting  up  the  walls  and  the  roof  on,  to  escape,  if  possible, 
the  heavy  rains  of  the  approaching  season.  However,  I  am  glad  to 
be  able  to  inform  you  that  the  buildings  are  now  far  advanced  to  com- 
pletion, and  will  be  ready  for  inauguration,  we  hope,  in  the  course  of 
a  couple  of  months.  The  main  building  is  a  fine  structure,  very  com- 
modious, we  hope,  in  all  its  arrangements,  and  I  trust  will  prove  a 
great  blessing  to  Liberia."  We  learn  that  some  efforts  are  making  to 
obtain  voluntary  donations  for  a  library  and  cabinet  of  natural  science 
for  this  college,  and  that  a  complete  Edinburgh  encyclopedia  has  been 
given  to  it  by  the  Rev.  Seth  J.  Arnold,  of  West  Townshend,  Vt., 
and  a  small  but  rare  and  valuable  selection  of  minerals  by  the  Rev. 
James  J.  Clark,  now  a  missionary  in  Turkey.  Since  this  Report  was 
written,  we  learn  that  the  Trustees  of  Harvard  College  have  presented 
six  hundred  valuable  volumes.  In  their  last  report,  the  Managers  of 
the  New  York  Society  are  pleased  to  say:  "By  the  final  decision  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  the  liberal  bequest  of  $50,000,  intended  by  our 
former  President,  Anson  Gr.  Phelps,  sen.,  to  aid  in  the  endowment  of 
this  Liberia  college,  has  been  declared  invalid,  because  no  definite 
term  was  limited  in  which  the  $100,000  was  to  be  secured,  and  no 
permanent  trustees  named  to  procure  the  bequest  and  administer  it. 
It  is  most  gratifying  to  believe  that  the  noble  intentions  of  the  will 
thus  defeated  for  want  of  technical  precision,  will  be  held  sacred  by  his 
children,  and  that  if  the  college  progresses  and  receives  the  proposed 
endowment,  his  liberal  intentions  will  be  realized  by  the  institution." 

EMIGRATION. 

The  disturbed  state  of  public  affairs  since  our  last  anniversary  has 
served  to  check  emigration.     In  May  last,  on  the  return  of  our  com- 
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missioner,  Dr.  James  Hall,  from  the  ninth  voyage  of  the  Stevens,  it 
was  thought  prudent  to  postpone  our  usual  spring  expedition,  and 
obtain  employment  for  the  ship  in  Europe.  Having  been  employed 
in  Europe,  and  not  having  returned  on  the  1st  of  November,  the 
John  H.  Jones  was  chartered  by  the  Financial  Secretary  in  New 
York,  and  on  the  7th  of  that  month  sailed  from  that  port  with 
42  emigrants,  and  stores  to  the  value  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  sent 
to  the  Liberian  Government  for  the  support  of  recaptured  Africans. 
On  the  24th  of  April  the  bark  Edward,  chartered  by  the  firm  of 
Johnson,  Turpin  &  Dunbar,  sailed  from  New  York  with  seven  emi- 
grants from  that  city  and  Williamsburg,  and  four  other  persons, 
Messrs.  Howard,  a  nephew  of  Mr.  Turpin,  George  Brown,  who  went 
out  to  serve  as  engineer  on  the  Seth  Grosvenor  steamer,  and  Messrs. 
Davis  and  Peacher  returning  to  their  home. 

The  following  tabular  statement  exhibits  the  emigration  during 
the  past  year : 

By  Bark  Edward,  from  New  York, 

Teresa  Bandall,  "    Baltimore, 

Justice  Story,     "    Boston, 
Brig  John  H.  Jones,  "    New  York, 
Bark  Greyhound,        "  " 


INTERIOR   LIBERIA    SETTLEMENT. 

The  Committee  have  neglected  no  proper  means  of  establishing  an 
interior  settlement  on  the  New  Jersey  uplands  in  Grand  Bassa.  Some 
progress  has  been  made  towards  opening  a  road  to  the  site,  and  in 
erecting  one  or  more  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  settlers. 
By  a  late  arrival  we  learn  that  some  twenty  volunteers  have  taken 
possession.  "We  have  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  agent,  C  S.  De 
Randamie,  upwards  of  $2,500  worth  of  goods,  and  authorized  him 
to  use  of  the  funds  in  his  hands  a  thousand  dollars  more  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defraying  the  expenses  of  founding  the  settlement. 


April  24, 

7  emigrants, 

July   27, 

1 

Aug.   10, 

1         « 

Nov.     7, 

42         " 

Dec.    28, 

4 

Total, 

55 

14  FORTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Colonies — Agencies. 


NEW    COLONIES    SUGGESTED. 

The  hope  and  purpose  of  multiplying  Christian  settlements  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  has  long  been  cherished  by  this  Society;  and  it  will 
be  recollected  that  some  years  ago,  this  Board  authorized  the  Executive 
Committee,  should  they  consider  it  expedient,  to  send  an  agent  to 
Lagos  and  the  country  of  Yoruba  for  purposes  of  exploration.  This 
purpose,  for  reasons  deemed  sufficient,  has  not  been  executed;  but 
during  the  year  the  idea  of  planting  a  new  settlement  on  the  coast 
has  attracted  the  especial  attention  of  the  Committee,  and  they  di- 
rected a  correspondence  to  be  opened  with  intelligent  friends  of  the 
cause,  and  information  to  be  sought  from  all  sources,  as  to  the  most 
eligible  region  to  be  chosen  and  the  best  means  for  accomplishing  the 
purpose.  No  thought  is  entertained  of  neglecting  Liberia,  but  rather 
of  making  the  proposed  settlement  contribute  to  aid  its  commerce  and 
other  great  interests.  Valuable  replies  have  been  received  from  several 
gentlemen  to  whom  inquiries  have. been  addressed,  and  the  subject 
may  deserve  the  consideration  of  the  Directors. 

EFFORTS    FOR    THE   CAUSE. 

The  Travelling  Secretary  has  continued  his  careful  and  efficient 
labors  during  the  year,  but  we  refer  to  his  own  report  for  the  inter- 
esting details  that  have  marked  his  various  and  important  endeavors 
in  our  cause. 

In  the  States  of  Vermont.  New  Hampshire,  and  Maine,  the  Rev. 
Franklin  Butler  has  prosecuted  his  zealous  and  faithful  labors,  and 
though  the  state  of  public  affairs  has  checked  the  tide  of  most  chari- 
ties, with  encouraging  prospects  for  the  future. 

In  northern  Ohio  the  agency  of  the  Rev.  B.  0.  Plimpton  has  been 
earnestly  conducted,  and  with  a  good  degree  of  success.  It  is  proper 
to  say  that  the  Committee  have  not  thought  it  expedient  to  multiply 
agencies,  in  consequence  of  the  dark  and  troubled  condition  of  the 
times. 
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MISSIONS    AND    CIVILIZATION. 

The  great  cause  of  African  missions  lias  made  rapid  progress  during 
the  year,  and  the  whole  land  is  well  nigh  encircled  with  the  schools 
and  churches  and  ministers  of  Christ.  At  Sierra  Leone,  Liberia,  and 
on  the  Gold  Coast,  at  Corisco,  the  Gaboon,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  other  districts  of  Southern  and  Eastern  Africa,  seminaries  or 
schools  are  established,  from  which  native  converts  and  instructed 
Christians  are  preparing  to  go  forth  and  plant  churches  in  that  great 
wilderness,  and  turn  the  savage  and  idolatrous  natives  to  God.  Al- 
ready the  poor  Africans  on  the  rocks  begin  to  sing — they  shout  from 
the  tops  of  the  mountains. 


RECOGNITION    OF   LIBERIA. 

The  recommendation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Con- 
gress that  the  independence  of  Liberia  should  be  acknowledged,  and 
that  some  plan  for  the  colonization  of  free  persons  of  color  should  be 
adopted,  was  considered  a  good  reason  for  presenting  a  brief  memo- 
rial to  the  National  Legislature.  A  copy  of  this  memorial  the  com- 
mittee think  proper  to  make  a  part  of  this  report. 

Colonization  Office, 

Washington,  January  1, 1862. 

To  the  Hon.    Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the    United 
States  of  America  in  Congr  bled'. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society  observe,  with  deep  interest,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has,  in  his  late  message,  recommended  that  the  Piepublic  of 
Liberia  should  be  acknowledged  as  independent.  They  abo  notice 
his  recommendation  of  some  p^n  of  colonization  for  free  people  of 
color  in  some  climate  congenial  to  them.  It  seems  proper  to  repre- 
sent that  the  American  Colonization  Society  was  organized  in  this 
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city  in  December,  1816.  by  eminent  statesmen  and  philanthropists 
from  both  of  the  two  great  sections  of  the  Union,  in  a  spirit  of  good 
will  towards  free  people  of  color  and  the  African  race ;  that  they 
declared  it  to  be  their  purpose  to  act  in  co-operation  with  our  Gen- 
eral Government;  that  from  that  Government  they  then  received, 
and  have  since  continued  to  receive,  some  countenance ;  that  as  the 
great  field  for  their  enterprise  they  selected  Africa  as  the  best  home 
for  the  independent  tree  national  existence  of  black  men;  that  Provi- 
dence has  remarkably  prospered  their  endeavors,  so  that  a  Christian 
Republic  has  risen  upon  the  western  shores  of  that  land,  extending 
its  possessions  and  jurisdiction  nearly  six  hundred  miles  along  the 
coast  and  over  numerous  and  populous  tribes  of  native  Africans — a 
Republic  animated  and  regulated  by  the  elements  of  order,  education, 
growth,  and  social  improvement.  Civilized  and  religious  institutions 
have  arisen  and  multiplied,  the  slave  trade  has  been  suppressed,  and 
a  Christian  State  of  progressive  power  and  unspeakable  beneficence 
attracts  the  eye  and  thoughts  of  uncounted  barbarians. 

While  many  weighty  considerations,  social,  political,  and  economi- 
cal, point  to  Africa  as  the  home  for  her  exiled  descendants,  moral 
considerations  show  clearly  that  no  other  region  of  the  world  opens 
before  free  men  of  color  such  broad  avenues  to  usefulness,  happiness, 
and  national  renown. 

These  views  of  the  statesmen  and  philanthropists  who  founded  this 
Society  were  expressed  in  a  memorial*  to  Congress  during  the   first 

*  Note.  —The  late  General  Walter  Jones  was  the  author  of  this  first  me- 
morial to  Congress,  from  which  we  present  a  few  sentences  : 

"  Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  the  fairest  opportunities  are 
now  presented  to  the  General  Government  for  repairing  a  great  evil  in  our 
social  and  political  institutions,  and  at  the  same  time  for  elevating,  from  a  low 
and  hopeless  condition,  a  new  and  rapidly  increasing  race  of  men,  who  want 
nothing  but  a  proper  theatre  to  enter  upon  the  pursuit  of  happiness  and  inde- 
pendence in  the  ordinary  paths  which  a  benign  Providence  has  left  open  to  the 
human  race. 

"These  great  ends,  it  is  conceived,  may  be  accomplished  by  making  ade- 
quate provision  for  planting,  in  some  salubrious  and  fertile  region,  a  colony  to 
be  composed  of  such  of  the  above  description  of  persons  as  may  choose  to 
emigrate  ;  and  for  extending  to  it  the  authority  and  protection  of  the  United 
States,  until  it  shall  have  attained  sufficient  strength  and  consistency  to  be  left 
in  a  state  of  independence. 

11  It  may  be  reserved  for  our  Government— (continued  these  memorialists, 
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year  of  its  existence,  and  have  been  prosecuted  by  it  since,  with  in- 
adequate means,  but  earnest  zeal  and  energy.  The  experience  of  the 
Society  has  demonstrated  the  ennobling  power  of  liberty — that  high 
inducements  prompt  to  high  achievements  ;  and  thus  far  has  Liberia 
risen  in  character  and  hopes,  because  so  grand  a  prospect  has  spread 
■out  before  her,  and  she  has  stood  unchecked  and  unembarrassed  by 
the  competition  of  powerful  civilized  nations.  She  occupies  a  country 
exhaustless  in  resources,  and  there  is  nothing  to  impede  her  growth. 
To  say  nothing  of  her  gold  and  other  mineral  productions,  the  soil  of 
Africa  is  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  coffee,  cotton,  the  palm  tree, 
and  the  sugar-cane,  and  all  the  rich  and  varied  productions  of  tropi- 
cal climates. 

But   the   most  precious  fruits  of  the  enterprise  of  this  Society  are 
to  be  seen  in  the  moral  and  intellectual  power  of  the  men  of  Liberia. 


in  a  spirit  of  prophetic  sagacity) — the  first  to  denounce  an  inhuman  and  abom- 
inable traffic,  in  the  guilt  and  disgrace  of  which  most  of  the  civilized  nations 
of  the  world  were  partakers — to  become  the  honorable  instrument,  under  Di- 
vine Providence,  of  conferring  a  still  higher  blessing  upon  the  large  and  inter- 
esting portion  of  mankind  benefitted  by  that  deed  of  justice,  by  demonstrating 
that  a  race  of  men  composing  numerous  tribes,  spread  over  a  continent  of  vast 
and  unexplored  extent,  fertility  and  riches,  known  to  the  enlightened  nations 
of  antiquity,  and  who  had  yet  made  no  progress  in  the  refinements  of  civiliza- 
tion ;  for  whom  history  has  preserved  no  monuments  of  art  or  arms  ;  that 
even  this  hitherto  ill-fated  race  may  cherish  the  hope  of  beholding  at  last  the 
orient  star  revealing  the  best  and  highest  aims  and  attributes  of  man.  Out  of 
such  materials  to  rear  the  glorious  edifice  of  well  ordered  and  polished  society, 
upon  the  foundations  of  equal  laws  and  diffusive  education,  would  give  a  suffi- 
cient title  to  be  enrolled  among  the  illustrious  benefactors  of  mankind  ;  whilst 
it  afforded  a  precious  and  consolatory  evidence  of  the  all-prevailing  power  of 
liberty,  enlightened  by  knowledge,  and  corrected  by  religion.  If  the  experi- 
ment, in  its  more  remote  consequences,  should  ultimately  tend  to  the  diffusion 
of  similar  blessings  through  those  vast  regions  and  unnumbered  tribes,  yet 
obscured  in  primeval  darkness,  reclaim  the  rude  wanderer  from  a  life  of  wretch- 
edness to  civilization  and  humanity,  and  convert  the  blind  idolater  from  gross 
and  abject  superstitions  to  the  holy  charities,  the  sublime  morality  and  human- 
izing discipline  of  the  Gospel,  the  nation  or  the  individual  that  shall  have  taken 
the  most  conspicuous  lead  in  achieving  the  benignant  enterprize,  will  have 
raised  a  monument  of  that  true  and  imperishable  glory  founded  in  the  moral 
approbation  and  gratitude  of  the  human  race,  unapproachable  to  all  but  the 
elected  instruments  of  Divine  beneficence — a  glory  with  which  the  most  splen- 
did achievements  of  human  force  or  power  must  sink  in  competition,  and  ap- 
pear insignificant  and  vulgar  in  the  comparison." 
2 
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There  is  little  prospect  of  securing  a  permanent  home  for  a  large 
number  of  our  people  of  color  on   this  continent,  or  the  adjacent 

islands  ;  nor  in  any  other  country  than  Africa  does  their  future  for 
happiness,  security  and  political  independence  appear  inviting.  Libe- 
ria will  naturally  secure  the  sympathy  of  the  more  powerful  civilized 
nations — from  her  remoteness  she  will  have  little  cause  to  fear  op- 
pression— and  deriving  high  advantages  from  their  friendly  inter- 
course, she  will  he  disposed  to  reciprocate  them. 

The  Executive  Committee  are,  then,  confirmed  in  the  views  of  the 
Fathers  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  see  with  pleasure 
the  attention  of  Congress  invited  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  the  interests  they  involve.  These  interests  are  to  freedom, 
humanity,  commerce,  civilization,  and  religion,  immense.  The  com- 
merce of  Africa  already  attracts  the  attention  of  many  nations,  and 
when  her  people  shall  be  taught  her  resources,  and  be  trained  to 
habits  of  cizilization,  she  will  become  one  of  the  richest  marts  of  the 
world.  Thus  all  our  benevolence  towards  her  children  will  be  re- 
warded— their  afflictions  converted  into  blessings,  and  Africa  and 
America  rejoice  in  mutual  benefits  under  the  benign  Ruler  of  Nations. 
The  Committee  are  well  persuaded  that  the  multiplication  of 
Christian  settlements  of  free  colored  people  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  especially  that  an  annual  appropriation  to  aid  the  removal  and 
support  of  such  persons  in  Liberia,  will  result  in  great  benefits  to 
those  people  and  to  the  United  States.  And  for  these  great  ends  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  will 
ever  pray. 

R.  R.  GURLEY, 

Cor.  See.,  A.  C.  S. 

WM.  McLAIN, 

Financial    Sec.   A.    C    S. 

S.  H.  HUNTINGTON, 

Of  the  Ex.  Committee. 
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Since  1770.  a  year  memorable  for  the  Declaration  of  American  In- 
dependence, and  in  the  British  Bouse  of  Commons  for  the  first  mo- 
tion for  the  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade,  Divine  Providence 
has  been  moving  in  various  ways  and  by  various  agencies  to  improve 
and  elevate  the  destiny  of  the  African  race.  From  that  day  to  the 
present,  this  great  idea  has  occupied  the  thoughts,  moved  the  pur- 
poses, inflamed  the  eloquence  of  the  good  and  the  wise,  the  orators, 
statesmen,  and  philanthropists,  of  England,  France,  America,  and  other 
civilized  nations  of  Europe.  No  subject,  perhaps,  ever  wrought  more 
generally  or  profoundly  in  the  reason,  conscience  and  hearts  of  men. 

This  idea  of  vast  benevolence,  operating  in  all  directions,  and  for 
the  sublimest  ends,  animated  the  minds  and  stimulated  the  endeavors 
of  the  founders  of  this  Society.  In  the  first  memorial  addressed  to 
Congress,  (from  the  pen  of  the  late  General  Walter  Jones,)  and  in 
the  able  letter  of  General  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  published  in  the 
first  Report  of  the  Society,  the  scheme  of  African  Colonization 
is  exhibited  in  no  mean  proportions,  but  as  comprehending  nations 
and  ages  and  their  endless  improvements. 

Constitutionally  and  wisely  limited,  in  action,  to  free  persons  of 
color  emigrating  with  their  own  consent,  the  soul  and  sympathy  of 
this  Society  embraces  two  continents  and  two  races  of  men,  nor  has 
it  failed  to  hope  and  believe  that  this  nation,  so  great,  so  free,  will 
yet  deliver  and  bless  and  exalt  African  nations  most  barbarous,  de- 
pressed and  enslaved. 

From  such  purposes  and  hopes,  penetrating  the  soul  of  this  Soci- 
ety, has  gone  forth  a  mighty  and  increasing  power  to  move  those  who 
have  largely  shared  in  the  government  of  this  country,  and  disposed 
them  to  co-operate  in  the  consummation  of  the  grandeur  of  the  enter- 
prise. 

For  what  has  our  Great  Creator  given  us  existence  and  cast  His 
Smile  upon  us,  revealing  to  us  His  Will,  and  His  Gospel,  made  us  ac- 
quainted as  a  nation  with  one-quarter  of  the  world  and  its  many  mil- 
lions, torn  and  plundered  and  buried  in  darkness,  but  that  we  should 
consider  their  miseries,  and  stretch  forth  our  hands  for  their  deliverance. 
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Well  may  it  be  for  us  as  a  nation  to  consider  that  the  present  time 
may  prove  a  key  to  open  the  divine  purposes  of  wisdom  and  grace  in 
the  experience  of  America  and  Africa  for  the  last  three  hundred  years. 

The  gradual  and  voluntary  separation  of  the  races  inhabiting  these 
two  countries  is  clearly  beneficial,  and  it  is  equally  clear  that  in  Africa 
hewself  her  children  can  find  the  most  congenial  and  inviting  home. 
Liberia  rises  a  star  of  promise  to  the  race.  There,  says  the  last  re- 
port of  the  Massachusetts  Society,  "  they  have  a  republican  govern- 
ment, with  all  our  provisions  for  the  security  of  freedom.  There  we 
cannot  doubt  they  will  find  the  most  acceptable  and  advantageous  field 
of  labor  for  themselves,  for  their  posterity,  for  their  race,  and  for 
mankind." 


FORTY-FIFTH 

ANNUAL    MEETING 


or  THE 
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Address  of  President  Latrobe. 


The  Forty-fifth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society  was  held  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
evening  of  the  21st  January,  1862,  at  seven  and  a  half  o'clock,  when 
the  Hon.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  President  of  the  Society,  took  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  for  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  on  the 
meeting  and  the  cause,  by  the  Rev.  John  Maclean,  D.  D.,  President 
of  Princeton  College. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  read  extracts  from  the  Annual  Report, 
which  afforded  reason  for  encouragement  to  the  friends  of  the  Society. 

The  President  then  proceeded  to  address  the  Society  in  an  able 
and  eloquent  manner,  as  follows  : 

Members  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

Never,  perhaps,  since  Finley,  in  1816,  proclaimed  that  "he 
knew  the  scheme  of  African  colonization  was  from  God,"  has  the 
anniversary  meetingbeen  called  to  order  with  more  profound  emo- 
tion than  is  now  felt  by  the  presiding  officer.  Nor  does  he  doubt, 
in  the  least,  that  his  hearers  participate  in  his  feelings. 

The  great  statesmen  who  launched  the  ship  of  our  cause,  at  the 
instigation  of  the  New  Jersey  ^clergyman — Jefferson,  Madison, 
Randolph,  Harper,  Mercer,  Clay — confided  it  at  once  to  the  philan- 
thropists who  have  since  plied  its  oars  and  trimmed  its  sails,  as 
with  varying  speed,  it  has  pursued  its  way  under  a  summer  sky  and 
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upon  placid  waters  ;  and  the  periodical  records  rfthevoyage  have 
been  heretofore,  almost  always,  illuminated,  r:  ddy  as  a  missal  of 
old  times,  with  the  gay  colors  and  the  golden  tracery  which  hope- 
ful enthusiasm  spread  upon  their  pages  with  a  lavish  hand,  in 
these  halcyon  days  of  prosperity  and  peace.  But  now,  the  same 
ship,  to  pursue  the  simile,  though  still  keeping  its  course,  presses 
onward  through  angry  waves  and  beneath  a  threatening  heaven. 
The  thunder  of  artillery,  the  clangor  of  trumpets,  the  roll  of  drums, 
trie  clash  of  steel,  are  echoing  on  all  sides;  and  were  the  narra- 
tive of  its  progress  to  embrace  the  current  events  of  cotemporary 
history,  it  would  contain  many  a  sad  episode  of  battle  and  dentil, 
Avith  all  the  miserable  accompaniments  of  civil  war.  That  it  lives  in 
such  a  sea,  and  amid  such  surroundings,  stauacher  than  ever,  is 
alone  conclusive  proof  of  the  divinity  of  its  oripn. 

The  early  advocates  of  African  colonization  looked  to  it  as  a 
means  of  improving  the  condition  of  the  free  people  of  color,  mor- 
ally and  politically  ;  of  separating  them  from  a  contact  with  the 
slaves,  that  was  prejudicial  to  both  parties  ;  c  :  of  civilizing  and 
christianizing  Africa,  according  to  their  respective  stand-points. — . 
But  it  does  not  appear  that  any  of  them,  even  among  the  states- 
men we  have  named,  appreciated  the  great  truth  on  which,  in  fact, 
the  whole  scheme  depended  for  success,  and  w].nch  was,  that  "two 
free  races,  between  whom  amalgamation,  by  intermarriage,  was  im- 
possible, could  never  occupy  the  same  land,  in  peace,  on  terms  of  so- 
cial and  political  equality.''''  This,  which  may  be  regarded  as  a 
fixed  and  absolute  law  of  races,  has  been  gradually  and  slowly  de- 
veloping itself  in  this  country,  and  in  this  connexion,  during  the 
last  forty  years.  There  was  little  or  nothing  in  181b'  to  suggest  it. 
History,  which  amply  illustrates  it,  was  a  sealed  book,  whose 
teachings  were  valueless,  simply  because  no  one  turned  to  its  pages 
to  discover  them.  The  population  of  eight  millions,  then,  was 
so  small,  in  comparison  with  the  extent  of  our  country,  that  the 
latter  was  assumed  to  be,  for  all  practical  purposes,  illimitable. — 
But  when  the  census  of  1850  gave  a  population  of  23,000,000,  and 
that  of  1860  a  population  of  32,000,000,  to  become,  upon  the  data 
furnished  by  eight  decennial  enumerations,  100,000,000  in  1900,  and 
upwards  of  200,000,000  in  1930,  this  law  of  races,  with  its  inevi- 
table  consequences,  became  so  obvious  that  it  could  no  longer  be 
overlooked.     It  was  to  provide  for  its  operation,  to  be  prepared 
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for  the  exigency  of  the  exodus  of  a  whole  people,  that  the  scheme 
of  colonization,  requiring,  in  this  instance,  patient,  labor, supported 
by  faith  and  hope,  to  mature  it, came  into  existence  five  and  forty 
years  ago,  and  that  Liberia,  afterwards,  assumed  its  place  among 
the  nations;  and  to  Him  who  tilled  the  mind  of  Finley  with  the 
plan,  who  softened  the  hearts  of  those  whom  he  invoked  to  aid 
him,  and  who  has  since  strengthened  the  weak  hands  whichhave 
labored  in  the  cause,  be  ascribed  the  honor  and  the  glory. 

Three  years  ago,  from  this  platform,  the  present  speaker  ven- 
tured to  use  these  words  :  "Ceasing  to  be  ignored  by  the  politi- 
cians of  the  day,  philanthropy  shall  yet  be  thanked  by  statesman- 
ship for  what  it  has  accomplished  on  the  coast  of  Africa."  The 
prediction  has  already  been,  to  some  extent,  fulfilled;  and  public. 
men,  amid  all  the  excitements  of  the  hour,  are  even  now  studying 
plans  of  colonization,  with  a  view  of  providing  new  homes  for 
those  who,  as  was  said  on  the  same  occasion,  "  mustgo  somewhere." 
The  times  have  forced  the  question  upon  them  even  earlier  than 
was  anticipated. 

But,  as  with  inventors,  so  it  often  is  with  politicians.  Inge- 
nuity exhausts  itself  in  reinvention;  and  old  and  discarded  things 
are  apt  to  be  adopted  as  original,  because  investigation  has  been 
postponed  until  the  urgency  of  occasion  has  prevented  it  from  being 
thorough.  Thus,  at  present,  colonization  in  the  West  Indies,  col- 
onization in  Central  America,  colonization  in  South  America,  are 
being  discussed  and  urged,  when  each  of  these  schemes  has,  years 
ago,  been  examined,  weighed,  and  abandoned.  Colonization  in  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States  has  been  already  tried,  and  with 
results  too,  that  ought  to  be  eminently  suggestive;  for  the  Indian 
transplanted  by  us  beyond  the  Mississippi  has,  long  since, 
required  agents  to  protect  him  from  the  intrusion  of  the  white 
man;  and  many  a  longing  eye  is  being  cast,  from  beyond  the 
Indian  border,  upon  the  broad  prairies  and  the  tall  forests,  where 
the  descendants  of  the  original  possessors  of  the  whole  land  are 
feebly  endeavoring  to  protract  the  term  of  an  existence  which  is 
rapidly  drawing  to  its  close. 

As  it  is  with  the  home  of  the  Indian  beyond  the  Mississippi,  so 
will  it  be  with  every  spot  on  the  American  continent,  and  with 
every  adjacent  island  on  which  the  white  man  can  live  and  thrive; 
and  to  establish  a  free  colored   people  upon  either  continent  or 
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island  will  be  but  to  bequeath  the  struggle  of  races  to  a  future  gen- 
eration, when,  the  numbers  being  greater  and  the  enmity  more 
bitter,  while  the  area  of  the  strife  remains  the  same,  the  contest 
will  be  fiercer,  without  the  smallest  change  in  the  result. 

And  what  will  be  this  result  ?  What  but  the  extirpation  of  the 
weaker  party  or  its  removal  to  a  home  where  the  white  man  can- 
not follow  it :  not  because  of  the  intervening  sea,  because  steam 
has  bridged  the  sea, but  because  pestilence  and  death,  with  swords 
of  flame,  debar  the  white  man's  entrance.  Africa  is  this  home  and 
Liberia  is  its  portal. 

It  is  true,  that  in  speaking  thus  emphatically  we  are  looking-  to 
the  future  ;  but  then,  is  it  not  for  the  future  that  we  are  called  upon 
to  provide  ?  The  vice  of  the  politicians  of  the  day  is  that  they 
deal  with  the  present  as  though  it  were  unchangeable.  They  legis- 
late for  thirty-two  millions  of  people  without  reference  to  the  de- 
cennial increase  of  thirty-four  and  a  half  per  cent.  They  delight  in 
make-shifts.  They  are  enamored  of  emollients.  They  lose  sight  of 
the  fact,  that  the  arable  lands  of  the  United  States  are  a  fixed  quantity, 
by  far,  very  far,  the  greater  part  of  which  has  long  been  taken  up, 
while  the  population  of  the  country  must  inci-ease  from  thirty-two 
millions  to  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  millions  in  a  life-time  from 
to-day.  They  forget  the  effect  that  a  redundant  population  must 
have  upon  wages,  and  ignore  the  idea  that  the  latter  can  ever  ap- 
proach the  European  standard  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The 
possible  consequences  of  such  a  result,  its  influence  upon  the  great 
questions  now  agitating  the  country,  they  have  not  yet  considered. 
This  is  a  problem  they  want  the  patience,  just  now,  to  attempt  to 
solve.  But,  were  they  to  rise  from  the  level  of  politics  to  that  of 
statesmanship,  and  provide  for  the  future  as  well  as  for  to-day, 
they  would  no  more  think  of  colonies  of  free  people  of  color  on 
this  continent  or  its  islands,  than  a  pedestrian,  in  removing  the 
stone  that  tripped  him,  would  think  of  placing  it  where  he  must 
again  fall  over  it. 

Still,  a  great  advance  has  been  made.  Colonization  has,  at  last, 
become  a  matter  for  discussion  in  the  halls  of  Congress  ;  and,  hav- 
ing truth  for  its  basis,  discussion  must  lead  to  its  development, 
and  America  and  Africa  be  benefited  by  the  result. 

There  is  one  thing,  however,  to  be  carefully  avoided  in  this  con- 
nexion.    The  idea  of  compulsion  must  not  be  associated  with  the 
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scheme.  The  law  of  races  is  of  itself  competent  to  bring  about 
every  desirable  result.  It  is  of  daily  and  hourly  operation.  It  is 
felt  at  firesides,  when  husband  and  wife,  talking  over  their  affairs, 
recognise  its  force  and  asjree  that  they  "  must  go  somewhere."  It  is 
felt  in  the  fields,  in  the  streets,  in  all  the  occupations  in  which  the 
free  colored  people  have  heretofore  found  employment,  and  in  all 
of  which  there  is  now  standing,  at  the  colored  man's  elbow,  a 
white  man,  ready  to  take  his  place  whenever  he  shall  leave  it, 
even  if  he  does  not,  without  reference  to  his  wishes,  actually  eject 
him  from  it.  In  this  way  it  affects  communities  and  becomes  pow- 
erful in  the  building  up  of  nations.  Depending,  as  does  the  colo- 
nization scheme,  upon  individual  action  for  its  results,  there  must 
be  nothing  connected  with  it  against  which  individual  pride  may 
revolt — for  pride  is  every  day  overruling  interest  and  sacrificing 
happiness.  Emigration  must  be  left  to  the  conviction  of  the  par- 
ties that  they  Avill  do  better  in  another  land  ;  and  the  silent  work- 
ing of  the  law  of  races,  quickened  by  the  pressure  of  a  redundant 
population,  will  be  all-sufficient,  in  due  time,  to  make  this  convic- 
tion irresistible.     There  needs  no  other  compulsion. 

Nor  are  these  the  suggestions  of  mere  expediency.  They  illustrate 
the  constitutional  provision  upon  which  the  American  Colonization 
Society  has  acted  from  the  beginning.  It  was  then  declared  that 
our  object  Avas  "the  removal  of  the  free  people  of  color,  with  their 
own  consent,  to  Africa" — words  which  cannot  be  too  often  re- 
peated or  too  strongly  emphasized,  as  explanatory  of  the  scope 
and  meaning  of  the  colonization  scheme ;  and  which  alike  prohibit 
our  becoming  the  agents  of  any  plan  involving  compulsion,  and 
pledge  us  to  leave  to  the  free  man  of  color,  so  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned, the  time,  the  place,  and  the  occasion  of  his  emigration. — 
All  we  can  do  is  to  facilitate  his  going.  To  this  end  our  means, 
although  limited — insignificant,  indeed,  comparatively — have  hith- 
erto been  competent.  They  have  sufficed  to  found  the  colony  and 
to  support  it  in  its  earlier  stages,  and  until  it  has  become  merged 
in  the  Republic  of  Liberia  ;  and,  if  we  restrict  the  use  of  them  to 
Africa,  it  is  not  because  we  would  interfere  with  the  colored  man's 
selection  of  a  new  home,  but  because  it  is  our  solemn  conviction 
that  in  Africa  alone  can  hispeople  find  a  permanent  abiding  place. 
If  lighthouses  now  crown  the  headlands  of  Cape  Montserado  and 
Cape  Palmas,  if  churches  and  mission  stations  and  school-houses 
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now  dot  the  coast  from  Cape  Mount  to  the  Cavalla,  if  steam 
sugar  mills  are  at  work  on  the  St.  Paul's  and  steam  saw-mills  are 
busy  011  the  Junk,  if  the  trade  between  the  seaboard  settlements 
is  carried  on  in  vessels  built  in  the  yards  of  Monrovia,  and  if  a 
foreign  commerce  is  already  prosecuted  by  merchant  shipowners 
of  Liberia,  if  all  this  has  been  done  with  such  humble  means  as 
individual  benevolence,  and,  sometimes,  State  appropriations  have 
afforded,  we  may  surely  be  permitted  to  say,  without  arrogance, 
that  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty  rests  upon  the  choice  which  this 
Society  has  made  of  Africa  as  the  future  home  of  the  free  colored 
people  of  the  United  States. 

But,  unlike  the  strength  of  Milo,  ours  has  not  increased  from 
day  to  day  with  our  growing  burden  ;  and  more  efficient  measures 
ought  now  to  be  adopted  to  promote  the  growth  of  the  African 
Republic.  Among  the  most  important  of  these  is  the  recognition 
by  this  country  of  the  Government  of  Liberia — most  important  to 
the  latter,  and  far,  very  far,  from  unimportant  to  ourselves. 

The  United  States,  whose  laws  and  institutions  the  Liberians 
have  honorably  illustrated  in  Africa,  whose  great  names  are  per- 
petuated where  Monrovia  looks  down  upon  the  deep,  where  Clay 
Ashland  marks  the  progress  of  civilization  in  the  forest,  where 
Harper  stretches  along  the  three  hills  of  Palmas,  and  by  many  a 
stream  and  town  besides,  the  United  States,  alone  almost  among 
the  leading  nations  of  the  world,  withholds  its  recognition  of  the 
Government  of  Liberia;  and  this,  too,  when  within  the  last  few 
years  we  have  actually  been  dependent  upon  Liberia  for  the  abili- 
ty to  fulfil  our  treaties  with  reference  to  the  slave  trade  :  for,  had 
Liberia  refused,  as  she  might  have  done,  to  receive  the  more  than  four 
thousand  recaptured  Africans,  who  in  that  time  have  been  landed 
on  her  shores,  what  would  have  become  of  them?  North  and 
South,  here,  alike  unwilling  to  take  charge  of  them,  a  crowd  of 
naked  savages,  they  must  have  been  thrown  upon  the  coast,  remote 
from  their  respective  tribes,  to  become  again  the  victims  of  the  ne- 
farious traffic  from  which  they  had  just  been  rescued, — a  proceed- 
ing so  repugnant  to  humanity  that  the  withdrawal  of  every  vessel 
of  war  maintained  by  us  on  the  coast  would  have  been  preferable  to 
its  adoption.  In  lieu  of  this,  Liberia  received  them,  and  distributed 
them  among  her  Christian  homes,  where,  from  the  last  accounts, 
they  are  fast    becoming  qualified  to   have  homes  of  their  own,  in 


AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY.  L'7 

Address  of  President  Latrobe. 

which,  before  long-,  the  prayers  of  grateful  hearts  will  invoke  bless- 
ings upon  those  who,  in  teaching  the  recaptives  the  arts  of  civilized 
life,  have  made  them  an  example  of  what  maybe  done  throughout 
all  Africa  by  such  agencies  as  our  Society  has  established  there. 

Whatever,  then,  may  be  the  result  of  the  present  agitation  of 
schemes  of  colonization,  whether  it  may  end  in  a  still  further  post- 
ponement of  the  whole  subject,  or  in  immediate  action,  there 
ought  to  be  no  difficulty  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  recog- 
nizing the  Government  of  Liberia,  if  only  in  acknowledgment  of 
benefits  actually  derived  from  it. 

And  not  only  would  the  measure  be  just,  but  it  would  be  expe- 
dient also.  We  are  a  nation  of  manufacturers  as  well  as  agricul- 
turists. We  want  markets  for  the  products  of  our  inventive  genius 
and  mechanical  skill.  We  have  fought  for  them  in  China,  and  spent 
hundreds  of  thousands  inobtainingthem  in  Japan,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  we  voluntarily  exclude  ourselves  from  almost  the  only  virgin 
market  in  the  world.  We  suffer  our  commerce  to  be  burdened 
with  a  discriminating  duty  of  tAvelve  per  cent,  on  all  goods  im- 
ported into  Liberia  from  this  country,  from  which  the  recognition 
of  her  Government  would  exempt  us  ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that 
the  trade  from  the  United  States,  which  was  formerly  a  direct  one, 
is  now  carried  on  in  English  vessels,  or  in  American  vessels  sail- 
ing from  British  ports.  France  is  seeking  the  interior  of  Africa 
up  the  Senegal,  and  from  the  Mediterranean,  England  is  making 
her  way  to  it  from  Sierra  Leone,  and  Cape  Coast  Castle,  and  La- 
gos, and  up  the  Zambesi,  while  the  United  States,  with  the  pecu- 
liar facilities,  which  its  relations  to  Liberia  naturally  afford,  of 
accomplishing  a  commercial  destiny  in  this  connexion,  such  as 
France  or  England  can  never  win,  is  neglecting  its  opportunities 
until  they  may  be  lost  to  it  forever. 

That  the  trade  here  referred  to  may  be  appreciated  as  it  should 
be,  it  may  be  stated,  that  while,  in  1853,  the  export  of  palm  oil  from 
Lagos  was  but  one  hundred  and  sixty  tons,  its  declared  worth  in 
1857  was  $5,314,000.  In  1852  the  whole  export  of  cotton  from 
Abeokuta  was  nine  bags,  weighing  about  eighteen  hundred  pounds  in 
all.  In  1859  it  was  416.311  lbs.  The  quantity  of  palm  oil  sent 
annually  from  the  western  coast  of  Africa  is  at  least  sixty  thou- 
sand tons,  exceeding  in  value  the  product  of  a  whale  oil  season. 
The  quantity  that  reached  Great  Britain  alone,  in  1860,  was 40, 216 
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tons,  while  the  exports  of  British  goods  to  the  West  Coast  amount- 
ed, for  the  first  six  months  of  the  same  year,  to  $3,656,310,  being  a 
gain  of  forty  percent,  on  the  export  of  1858.  The  present  extent  of 
this  trade  is  not  so  remarkable  as  its  rapid  increase,  and  the  efforts 
which  are  making  by  European  nations  to  encourage  and  obtain  it. 

But  the  pecuniary  loss  attending  the  destruction  of  our  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  Africa,  through  Liberia,  will  not  be  the  only 
result  to  be  deplored  should  our  present  policy  be  persisted  in. — 
Commerce  has  been  the  great  agent  of  colonization  from  the  days 
of  the  Phenicians  down  to  the  last  arrival  from  Germany  and  Ire- 
land in  the  harbor  of  New  York.  It  is  the  only  agent  upon  which 
reliance  can  be  placed  to  accomplish  the  voluntary  self-paying 
emigration  to  Africa,  which  will  one  day  equal  the  emigration  from 
Europe  to  America.  With  the  necessity  for  such  an  emigration  be- 
coming daily  more  and  more  apparent,  it  is,  unquestionably,  as  un- 
wise as  it  is  unstatesmanlike  not  to  encourage,  in  every  possible 
way,  the  commerce  upon  which,  take  place  when  it  will,  it  must 
be  dependant.  Foster  commerce  with  Liberia,  and  colonization 
will  pay  its  own  way,  and  our  free  colored  population  will  pass 
from  amongst  us,  voluntarily  and  quietly,  in  the  natural  order  of 
events.  Destroy  this  commerce — let  its  growth  be  hampered  with 
restrictions — and  Liberia  must  become  a  dependency  of  England, 
and  we  will  have  thrown  into  the  hands  of  a  rival  all  the  advan- 
tages which  Liberia  yearns  to  accord  to  that  land  which,  whatever 
the  policy  of  the  Government,  is  still  the  mother  country  of  her 
people. 

Nor  are  the  means  of  transportation  which  commerce  affords  alone 
to  be  regarded  in  this  connexion.  Commerce  assists  in  preparing  for 
the  reception  of  the  immigrants,  as  it  increases  the  population,  mul- 
tiplies the  resources,  and  enhances  the  wealth  of  the  cities  where  they 
land.  The  ship  loads  that  now  disappear  in  New  York,  as  they  are 
absorbed  in  the  population  that  commerce  has  accumulated  there, 
would  have  overwhelmed  the  village  of  New  Amsterdam  at  any  time 
within  the  first  twenty  years  after  its  establishment  on  the  island  of 
Manhattan.  There  is  a  law  that  regulates  immigration  according  to 
the  capacity  of  the  particular  locality,  and  which  will  operate  in  the 
colonization  of  Africa,  as  it  has  done  in  all  the  colonizations  that  have 
preceded  it.  As  has  been  shown,  in  the  case  of  the  recaptives  recently 
landed  in  Liberia,  this  capacity  of  the  Republic  is  now  upwards  of 
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four  thousand  per  annum,  even  where  the  immigrants  are  mere  bar- 
barians. But  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  still  greater  number  could  have 
been  received  had  they  been  of  the  character  sent  from  the  United 
States,  provided  with  more  or  less  means,  and  ac<(uaintedwith  the 
occupations  and  having  the  habits  of  civilization.  Indeed,  it  may  be 
assumed,  that  Liberia  is  now  prepared  to  receive  any  number  of  emi- 
grants which,  under  any  circumstances,  may  be  landed  there,  until 
the  removal  of  our  free  colored  population  shall  be  gradually  and  sat- 
isfactorily accomplished.  African  colonization  is  destiny.  The  col- 
onization of  America  was  slower  in  the  beginning,  and  yet  what  a 
people  we  have  become  !  The  colonization  of  California  was  more 
rapid,  because  the  gold  there  was  more  attractive  to  the  adventurous 
of  the  United  States  than  the  religious  persecutions  of  the  Old  World 
were  repulsive  to  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  The  colonization  of  Africa 
will  be  more  certain  than  either  was  in  the  first  instance;  because, 
while  persecution  might  have  ceased  in  Europe,  and  the  gold  become 
exhausted  in  California,  the  law  of  races  and  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion are  inflexible  and  uncontrollable,  and  must  be  enduring  in  their 
operation,  and  absolutely  certain  in  their  results. 

In  whatever  aspect,  then,  recognition  presents  itself,  it  is  com- 
mended to  our  favorable  consideration.  It  obviates  a  discrimination 
which  hampers  commerce ;  it  encourages  kind  feeling,  which  no  na- 
tion, however  great,  is  the  worse  for,  from  any  other  nation,  however 
small;  it  provides  for  exigencies  that  are  daily  becoming  more  mo- 
mentous: but,  above  all,  and  beyond  all,  it  is  an  act  just  in  itself, 
which  the  United  States  should  no  longer  withhold  from  a  people 
which  exists  through  its  philanthropy,  is  an  illustration  of  its  wisdom, 
and  must  be  an  agent  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  purposes  of  its  God. 

Nor,  while  we  thus  plead  the  cause  of  Liberia,  is  she  speechless  in 
her  own  behalf.  It  is  no  rock-bound  coast,  ramparted  with  ice,  and 
under  a  howling  skjT,  that  receives  the  emigrant  from  America.  The 
rich  and  luxuriant  vegetation  of  the  tropics  comes  down  to  the  very 
borders  of  the  sea ;  and  although  here,  as  elsewhere  upon  earth,  com- 
fort and  competence  are  to  be  won  by  toil  alone,  yet  a  climate  conge- 
nial to  the  nature  of  the  individual  gives  to  industry  its  reward 
through  all  the  seasons  of  the  rolling  year.  The  colored  man  is  here 
bis  own  master.  The  law  of  races  here  operates  in  his  favor.  It  is 
his  race  which  is  the  dominant  one;  and,  dependant  as  this  law  is, 
in  this  instance,  upon  climate,  and  not  upon  accident,  it  is  his  race 
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which  must  be  paramount  forever;  and  from  Robertsport,  under  the 
shadow  of  Cape  Mount,  by  Monrovia,  where  the  first  settlement  was 
made,  by  Bassa,  where  rest  the  ashes  of  Buchanan,  by  Sinou,  and 
Cape  I 'almas,  and  Cavalla,  to  the  Rio  Pedro,  and  from  the  coastline 
indefinitely  towards  the  interior,  are  homes  prepared  for  those  whom 
circumstances,  accumulating  with  the  rapidity  of  the  increase  of  an 
•avalanche,  will  soon,  measuring  the  time  by  the  magnitude  of  the  result, 
deprive  of  all  freedom  of  choice,  and  leave  no  alternative  but  removal. 
Members  of  the  American  Colonization  Society :  The  chair,  at  the 
three  anniversary  meetings  immediately  preceding  the  installation  of 
the  present  incumbent,  was  successively  occupied  by  Henry  Clay, 
Daniel  Webster,  and  Charles  Fenton  Mercer.  The  West,  the  North, 
and  the  South — Kentucky,  Massachusetts,  and  Virginia — were  re- 
presented by  them.  The  wonderous  orator,  the  great  expounder  of 
the  Constitution,  the  accomplished  statesman  and  philanthropist,  were 
united  in  the  support  and  advocacy  of  our  cause.  The  inspiration  of 
their  presence  is  still  around  us.  Were  we  permitted  to  see  them  in 
dim  perspectives  of  the  spirit  world — could  another  Beatrice,  to  an- 
other Dante,  point  out  their  majestic  shadows,  as  they  listened  to 
"the  roll  of  the  'red  artillery"  and  the  tramp  of  the  close  columns  of 
armed  men  which  blasted  the  earth  they  had  left  green  with  the  vel- 
vet garb  of  peace,  would  not  Clay  be  seen,  with  impatient  gesture, 
head  thrown  back,  and  foot  advanced,  and  hand  extended,  filling  the 
Senate  house  with  the  thunder  of  his  voice?  Webster,  statuesque, 
with  folded  arms,  darting,  from  beneath  his  massive  brow,  gleams  of 
living  fire,  as  he  invoked  a  world's  vengeance  on  the  violators  of  the 
Constitution  ?  And  Mercer,  calm  and  sorrowful,  gazing  from  one  to 
thp  other,  as  he  prayed,  with  clasped  palms,  that  eloquence  and  wis- 
dom so  combined  might  save  his  country?  And  would  we  not  then 
seek  counsel,  if  we  might,  from  these  bold,  true  patriots  and  states- 
men, as  to  our  own  course  in  the  sad  emergency  of  the  times. — 
But  the  dream  of  the  poet  is  beyond  our  realization,  and  we  can  only 
recall  to  memory  what  has  passed  away  forever — walking,  here  on 
earth,  by  the  light  which  experience  has  afforded  us,  turning  neither 
to  the  right  hand  nor  the  left  from  the  principles  which  have  guided 
us  from  the  beginning,  and  finding,  in  the  faith  of  Finley,  that  "he 
knew  the  scheme  was  from  God,"  our  warrant  and  our  strength,  in 
toiling  through  strife,  as  we  have  toiled  in  peace,  to  urge  onward  to 
a  glorious  end  the  grand  cause  of  African  Colonization. 
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The  Ilev.  Dr.  Cyrus  Mason,  of  New  Y    k,  then  addressed   the 

meeting,  on  our  duty  to  the  tropical  races,  and  offered   a  resolution, 

which,  as  suggested  by  the   Rev.  Dr.  Tracy,  and  adopted,  is  as 

follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  colonization  of  tropical  Africa,  by  persons  of 
African  descent  already  civilized,  opens  a  new  and  cheering  prospect 
for  the  general  welfare  of  the  different  races  of  men. 

Address  of  Rev.  Dr.  Cyrus  Maison. 

Benevolence,  like  business,  must  submit  its  plans  to  the  unbending 
laws  of  nature,  and  learn  from  physical  science  how  to  direct  its  ope- 
rations; but  pure  benevolence  turns  naturally  toward  the  light,  and, 
by  a  divine  ingenuity,  is  apt  to  conform  its  labors  to  these  physical  laws. 

The  mixed  motives  which  suggested  the  Liberian  Colony  merged 
on  the  fact  that  a  great  physical  law  had  been  violated  in  transferring 
the  natives  of  tropical  Africa  to  our  wintry  climate,  and  that  the 
error  was  to  be  corrected  by  sending  them  back.  At  an  early  day 
they  began  to  be  removed  southward  on  this  continent,  but  benevo- 
lence and  social  justice  required  their  return  to  the  land  of  their 
fathers. 

Working  under  this  law,  Benevolence  adapted  to  this  colonization 
the  favoring  incidents,  which  have  conspired  to  remove  doubts,  an- 
swer objections,  and  silence  the  clamors  of  those  violators  of  nature 
who  sought  to  absorb  this  tropical  race  by  intermarriage  with  our 
own,  and  colonization  of  these  people  somewhere  in  tropical  regions 
has  become  a  national  policy,  while  the  most  thoughtful  and  expe- 
rienced find  reasons  of  the  highest  order,  reaching  to  the  permanent 
welfare  of  all  races  of  men,  in  favor  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia. 

While  navigators  crept  along  the  shores  of  Europe  each  nation 
found  the  supply  of  its  wants  and  the  means  of  its  increase  only 
within  its  neighborhood ;  but  when  the  ships  of  Portugal  returned 
from  India,  and  the  ships  of  Spain  from  the  Mexican  G-ulf,  loaded 
with  the  rich  products  of  the  tropics,  the  nations  of  Europe  began  a 
new  career  of  civilization,  and  looked  to  the  interchange  of  conve- 
niences and  luxuries  over  the  whole  face  of  the  earth.  This  career 
was  restrained  by  their  limited  means  of  navigation,  and  still  more 
by  the  indolence  of  the  people  of  the  tropics,  and  their  unwillingness 
to  prepare  large  supplies  of  the  products  of  their  soils  and  mines  for 
the  European  market;  but  ships  were  rapidly  multiplied,  and  large 
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bodies  of  laborers  and  mechanics  were  carried  to  equatorial  regions. 
But  these  colonists  were  subdued  by  the  climate  and  demoralized  and 
swept  away  by  the  habits  of  the  barbarians;  and  the  adventurers 
came  to  the  natural  and  fixed  conclusion  that  tropical  products  must 
be  obtained  by  the  labor  of  the  equatorial  races. 

Following  this  conclusion,  the  adventurers  tried  various  motives  to 
induce  regular  and  effective  industry  among  the  natives,  and,  failing 
in  this,  they  resorted  to  enforcement.  The  slender  race  of  Asiatics, 
which  had  entered  America  on  the  western  side,  sunk  and  perished 
under  the  toil  exacted  by  their  masters ;  and  the  hopes  of  Europe 
concerning  the  wealth  of  the  New  World  were  checked  a  second  time. 

Observation  has  shown  that  men  from  the  equator  become  hardy 
by  removing  a  few  degrees  farther  to  the  north.  Acting  on  this  idea, 
the  people  of  Guinea  were  brought  to  the  borders  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  They  were  found  equal  to  the  labor,  and  more  effective  on 
the  northern  than  on  the  southern  border.  Now  the  abundance  of 
the  tropics  is  poured  into  Europe,  what  had  been  the  delicacies  of 
the  few — the  sugar  and  its  products,  the  coffee  and  the  rice,  the 
tobacco  and  the  cotton, — became  common  to  the  whole  people.  The 
English  colonies  rose  rapidly  in  the  vicinity  of  this  new  labor.  The 
Africans  continued  to  be  moved  northward,  and  to  enrich  their  mas- 
ters ;  and  in  the  newness  of  the  country  they  were  pushed  so  far  into 
our  winter  climate  that  their  labor  soon  became  unprofitable. 

The  opening  of  the  tropics  and  the  mines,  followed  by  the  conse- 
quent inventions,  has  made  the  civilized  world  what  it  is  in  population 
and  wealth.  England  employs  on  one  tropical  plant  more  people 
than  England  contained  in  the  days  of  Elizabeth.  The  natives  of 
the  tropics  do  all  the  work  of  their  own  climate;  they  will  continue 
to  do  it.  Can  they  do  it  of  choice  ?  Can  they  do  it  cheerfully  and 
hopefully  ?  Can  they  make  an  even  bargain  for  the  fruits  of  their 
labor  ?     Can  they  civilize  ? 

The  presence  of  the  Caucasian  race  in  controling  numbers  among 
equatorial  races  has  not  profited  those  races,  and  has  been  equally 
degrading  to  our  race.  Can  tropical  products  be  had  in  abundance 
without  the  controling  presence  of  our  race  ?  This  is  the  great  ques- 
tion for  solution  ;  and  in  view  of  this  question  I  have  framed  the 
resolution,  "that  the  colonization  of  tropical  xlfrica  by  Africans  pre- 
viously civilized  in  this  country  opens  a  new  and  cheering  prospect 
for  the  general  welfare  of  the  different  races  of  men." 
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The  prospect  is  new;  it  is  new  in  several  of  its  features.  It  is  a 
new  fact  that  a  body  of  tropical  Africans,  enjoying  letters  and  arts, 
have  established  and  administered  a  civil  government,  and  maintained 
it  by  the  fair  and  effectual  administration  of  written  laws  and  courts 
of  record  during-  a  eourse  of  years  without  the  controling  jjresence 
of  men  of  our  race  During  thirty  years  past  they  have  been  steadily 
gaining  civil  strength  and  increasing  in  numbers,  and  during  all  that 
time  they  have  required  less  and  less  of  the  directing  care  and  con- 
trol of  this  Society.  They  have  made  steady  and  hopeful  progress 
in  producing  for  the  markets  of  the  world  such  articles  as  we  expect 
from  tropical  regions.  They  have  scared  away  from  six  hundred  miles 
of  coast  the  malignant  little  gods  who  have  always  been  the  scourge 
of  equatorial  Africa.  They  have  snatched  from  these  gods  many 
thousands  of  the  natives,  and  brought  them  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
God  of  the  universe,  and  led  them  to  Christian  worship.  They  have 
conquered  a  pestilent  climate  by  clearing  and  draining  their  lands. 
They  have  built  goodly  houses  and  dwelt  in  them  They  offer  a  home 
and  protection  to  the  converts  brought  by  white  missionaries  from  the 
pagan  tribes  behind  them.  Their  schools  produce  engineers  compe- 
tent to  project  internal  improvements,  and  mechanics  able  to  execuift 
them.  Their  merchants  are  respected  in  the  civilized  world.  In  all 
these  matters  they  are  steadily  advancing,  while  the  interference  of 
our  race  in  their  affairs  is  not  felt. 

Is  not  this  a  new  state  of  things  in  equatorial  Africa  ?  It  is  so, 
because  these  people  were  previously  civilized  in  this  country,  and 
prepared  to  do  what  they  are  continuing  without  the  presence  of  our 
race.  They  are  colonists,  with  the  means  and  motives  for  sending  to 
the  markets  of  the  world  hereafter  an  unlimited  quantity  of  tropical 
products.     Will  they  do  it? 

There  is  a  cheering  prospect  that  they  will  accomplish  a  geueral 
welfare  for  their  race  and  ours.  The  greatness  of  an  undertaking  is 
measured  by  its  duration  and  capacity  for  expansion. 

So  far  as  we  can  now  see,  Liberia  may  endure.  It  has  the  ele- 
ments of  constancy.  It  stands  acknowledged  by  many  great  nations 
as  a  nationality.  England  is  pledged  by  Jamaica  and  by  Sierra  Leone 
to  protect  it.  France  is  bound  by  the  memories  of  St.  Domingo  to 
protect  it.  Our  nation  will  defend  if  she  does  not  acknowledge 
Liberia. 

If  Liberia  shall  endure  it  is  capable  of  indefinite  expansion.    Every 
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step  in  its  organization  and  construction  can  be  repeated,  and  repeated 
more  easily  than  it  was  begun.  A  voice  from  large  portions  of  this 
country  announces  voluntary  emancipation;  a  voice  in  this  hall  an- 
nounces compensation  to  masters,  and  a  voice  from  the  free  African 
people  of  these  States  will  announce  a  voluntary  exodus  to  the  land 
which  nature  adapted  them  to  occupy  at  their  return  from  captivity 
in  our  frosty  climate. 

Each  new  traveller  penetrating  from  the  coast  to  the  eastward  re- 
ports hills  and  valleys  and  streams  of  water  where  the  maps  had  laid 
down  a  desert.  The  colonist  will  follow  the  traveller.  A  highway 
shall  he  there.  The  people  shall  press  onward  to  the  sources  of  the 
Nile;  and  Egypt  shall  at  last  acknowledge  a  civilization  from  the  west. 

Let  the  stable  nationality  of  Liberia  be  assured,  and  the  problem 
of  tropical  civilization  by  tropical  races  will  be  solved,  and  tropical 
products  will  follow;  for  civilization  generates  the  wants  and  wishes 
which  impel  the  poor  to  labor  and  the  rich  to  enterprise.  A  second 
colony  can  rise  by  the  light  of  the  first — can  profit  by  our  mistakes, 
and  sooner  rise  to  independence. 

What  has  been  accomplished  in  the  tropics  of  Africa  can  be  ulti- 
mately extended  over  the  same  belt  around  the  globe.  Ancient  colo- 
nies were  formed  by  those  who  escaped  from  the  sacking  of  their 
cities,  leaving  their  effects  to  the  flames  and  bearing  off  the  aged  on 
their  shoulders,  and  leading  the  young  by  hand.  Their  obscurity  and 
remoteness  from  other  nations  was  their  safety ;  but  our  colonies  will 
go  forth  with  full  supplies,  secure  in  the  chivalrous  protection  of  strong 
nations,  and  ready  to  enter  the  market  of  the  world  with  the  first 
fruits  of  their  industry. 

Much  of  the  tropical  race  has  nearly  served  out  its  time  under  the 
direction  of  the  Caucasian  race.  They  have  earned  their  outfit. 
Send  them  back  to  the  land  of  the  sun.  The  wilderness  and  the 
solitary  place  shall  be  glad  for  them,  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice  and 
blossom  as  the  rose.  They  shall  go  out  with  joy  and  be  sent  forth 
with  peace.  For  God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  the  nations  of  men 
to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  hath  appointed  the  bounds 
of  their  habitation,  that  by  co-operative  labor  they  should  work  out 
that  good  for  the  sons  of  men  which  they  should  seek  after  all  the 
days  of  their  life. 
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The  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  New  York 
State  Colonization  Society,  seconded  Dr.  Mason's  resolution  with  very 
interesting  remarks,  and  mentioned  the  presence  of  several  Liberians ; 
one  of  them,  Mr.  J.  D.  Johnson,  a  merchant,  who  had  resided  ten 
years  in  that  country,  and  who,  on  invitation  of  the  President,  made 
a  brief  address,  showing  the  great  benefits  received  by  those  settled 
there ;  and  of  the  earnest  hope  cherished  in  the  Liberian  Republic, 
that  it  would  be  encouraged  and  aided  in  sustaining  its  independence 
by  our  own  Government.  The  entire  propriety  of  the  manner  and 
matter  of  this  address  gave  great  satisfaction,  and  the  facts  stated 
were  well  adapted  to  give  confidence  in  the  efforts,  and  reflect  honor 
upon,  the  young  nation  he  represented. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tracy, 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  tenders  its  thanks  to  the  President  for 
the  able  and  opportune  address  delivered  this  evening,  and  requests 
a  copy  for  the  press. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  office  of  the  Society 
to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 


January  22,  1862. 

The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  President  in  the 
Chair. 

The  following  Committee  was  appointed  to  nominate  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year:  Messrs.  Gregory,  Beekman  and  Pinney,  who  sub- 
sequently reported  the  list  to  be  found  on  3d  page. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  the  third  Tuesday  in  January, 
1863. 
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Washington  City,  January  21,  1862. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colonization  Society 
met,  this  day,  at  12  o'clock,  M.,  in  the  new  building  erected  by  the 
Society,  corner  Pennsylvania  avenue  and  4|  street. 

The  President  of  the  Society,  Hon.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  took  the 
Chair,  and  the  Rev.  John  Maclean,  D.  D.,  opened  the  Meeting 
with  Prayer. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a  Secretary,  and  on 
motion  of  the  Hon.  D.S.  Gregory,  William  Coppinger,  Esq.,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, was  appointed. 

The  President  appointed  William  V.  Pettit,  Esq.,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hon.  James  W.  Beekman,  of  New  York,  and  Hon.  G.  W.  Warren, 
of  Massachusetts,  a  Committee  on  Credentials,  who  reported  the  fol- 
lowing named  gentlemen  as  Delegates  and  Life  Directors  :  (Those 
marked  *  were  not  present) — 

Delegates. 

Maine. — Rev.  Franklin  Butler. 

Massachusetts. — Wm.  Ropes,Esq.,*  Hon.  R.  C.  Winthrop,*  Hon. 
Emory  Washburn,*  Hon.  Ed.  Dickinson,*  Hon.  Osmyn  Baker,  James 
C.  Dunn,  Esq.,  Wm.  G.  Means,  Esq.,  Hon.  G.  Washington  Warren, 
Rev.  M.  G.  Pratt. 
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Delegates. 


Vermont. — Lewis  H.  Delano,  Esq. 

Connecticut. — Hon.  Samuel  H.  Huntington,  Hon.  Eben'r  Flower* 
Charles  Parker,  Esq.,*  Rev.  J.  M.  Willey,*  Hezekiah  Huntington, 
Esq. 

New  York. — Hon.  Dudley  S.  Gregory,  Hon.  James  W.  Beekman, 
Rev.  Cyrus  Mason. 

Pennsylvania. — Wm.  V.  Pettit,  Esq.,  Win.  Coppinger,  Esq. 

Life  Directors  present. 

Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  D.  D.,  Rev.  John  Orcutt,  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney, 
LL.  D.,  Rev.  W.  McLain,  D.  D.,  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Rev.  John 
Maclean,  D.    D.,  J.  P.   Crozer,  Esq.,  Dr.  James  Hall, 

And  Dr.  H.  Lindsly,  Joseph  H.  Bradley,  Esq.,  William  Gunton, 
Esq.,  Rev.  Dr.  Samson,  Hon.  Peter  Parker,  and  Hon.  Samuel  H. 
Huntington,  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Unsolved,  That  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  Meeting  of 
the  Board  be  dispensed  with. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Society  presented  and  read 
the  Annual  Report;  when,  on  motion  of  William  V.  Pettit,  Esq., 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Annual  Report  be  accepted,  and  that  so  much 
as  relates  to  Finance,  Auxiliary  Societies,  Agencies,  Accounts,  and 
Emigration,  be  referred  to  the  several  Standing  Committees,  in  charge 
of  those  subjects  respectively. 

The  Financial  Secretary  of  the  Society  presented  and  read  the 
annual  statement  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Statement  of  the  Executive  Committee  be 
referred  to  the  Standing  Committees,  according  to  the  topics  con- 
tained in  it  respectively. 
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The  following  named  gentlemen  were  appointed,  by  the  President, 
on  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  Board. 

("Rev.  John  Maclean.  P.  P., 
foreign-Relations, <  Hon.  James  W.lSeekman, 

(Rev.  Cyrus  Mason. 

f  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  I).  P., 

Finance, 1  James  C.  Dunn,  Esq., 

■  (William  Gr.  Means,  Esq. 

f  John  P.  Crozer,  Esq., 
Auxiliary  Societies, \  Hon.  Gr.  Washington  Warren, 

(  Rev.  John  Orcutt. 

f  Rev.  John  B.  Pinney,  LL.  P., 

Agencies,     -     - <  Rev.  M.  Gr.  Pratt, 

(Hon.  S.  H.  Huntington. 

f  Hon.  P.  S.  Gregory, 

Accounts, •]  Hon.  Lewis  H.  Delano, 

(Rev.  John  B.  Pinney,  LL.  P., 

f  William  V.  Pettit,  Esq, 

Emigration, <  Hon   Gr.  Washington  Warren, 

(  William  Coppinger,  Esq. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Society  read  communications 
from  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  Boston,  December  13,  1861,  Hon. 
John  P.  Kennedy,  Baltimore,  January  5, 1862,  and  Hon.  Judge  Black, 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  and  the  Rev.  Br.  Cummins,  expressing  regret 
at  their  inability  to  accept  invitations  to  address  the  public  meeting  this 
evening,  and  their  unfeigned  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  Society. 

The  President  read  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  Hon.  R.  C  Win- 
throp,  Boston,  January  19,  1862,  regretting  his  inability  to  attend 
the  present  session  of  the  Board  as  a  Pelegate  from  the  Massachu- 
setts Colonization  Society. 

The  Rev.  Franklin  Butler  stated,  that  Hon.  William  Nash, 
of  Vermont,  life  director,  was  unavoidably  and  to  his  regret,  pre- 
vented from  attending  this  Meeting. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Pr.  Pinney,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  do  now  adjourn  until  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 

Adjourned. 
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Wednesday,  January  22,  1862. 

The  Board  met  at  10  o'clock.  The  President  of  the  Society  took 
the  Chair,  and  the  meeting  was  opened  with  Prayer  by  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  of  the  Society. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  proceedings  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  address  delivered  last  evening  before  the 
Society,  by  its  President,  the  Hon.  John  H.  B.  Latrobe,  be  promptly 
issued  in  pamphlet  form  for  gratuitous  circulation. 

The  Travelling  Secretary  of  the  Society  presented  and  read  his 
annual  report;  when,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Agencies. 

The  Report  is  as  follows  : 

Hartford,  Conn. ,  January  1,  1862. 
To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 

Gentlemen  :  While  passing  events  in  our  country's  history,  during  the 
the  past  year,  have  given  increased  prominence  and  force  to  the  idea  of  African 
Colonization,  they  have  served  to  paralyze,  in  some  measure,  the  operations  of 
our  Society.  It  has  been  much  more  difficult  to  collect  funds  and  procure  emi- 
grants than  it  has  to  secure  audiences,  and  impress  upon  the  public  mind  the 
great  importance  of  the  cause. 

The  attention  of  the  community  has  been  called  to  the  subject  by  the  resist- 
less Voice  of  Providence.  In  no  former  year  of  my  twelve  years  of  service, 
have  I  had  access  to  so  many  people  by  public  address  as  during  the  last.  In 
the  New  England  States  and  in  New  Jersey,  I  have  presented  the  cause  to 
eighty-five  different  Congregations  on  the  Sabbath,  and  on  several  Sabbath 
evenings  my  audience  numbe  ed  over  a  thousand  people.  On  other  days,  I 
have  witnessed  a  growing  disposition  to  attend  a  Colonization  Meeting,  and  to 
hear  on  the  subject. 

In  New  Jersey,  I  visited  Burlington,  Mt.  Holly,  Trenton,  Princeton,  New 
Brunswick,  Elizabeth,  Newark,  and  Paterson,  and  some  other  smaller  towns, 
in  each  of  which  I  was  received  with  cordial  greetings,  and  a  hearty  co-opera- 
tion. Pastors  welcomed  me  to  their  Pulpits,  and  expressed  a  warm  interest  in 
the  cause.  In  no  other  State  have  I  found  the  feeling  in  favor  of  Colonization 
so  general  and  so  strong  as  in  New  Jersey.  As  at  the  beginning,  so  is  she 
still,  a  leading  spirit  in  the  enterprise.  No  doubt  she  will  continue  to  be  its 
true  friend  and  supporter. 
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In  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont,  I  spent  nine  Sabbaths — 
occupying,  in  the  time,  fiftpen  Pulpits,  and  performing  other  service  in  behalf 
of  the  cause.  My  labors  the  remaining  part  of  the  year  have  been  confined, 
for  the  most  part,  to  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island.  The  entire  amount  of  re- 
ceipts from  these  States,  is  about  $3,500.  This  sum  is  less  than  usual,  owing, 
in  part,  to  the  decease,  during  the  year,  of  quite  a  number  of  our  largest  con- 
tributors, but  more  to  causes  which  have  produced  a  like  result  throughout  the 
country. 

The  late  Chief  Justice  Williams,  of  Hartford,  has  left  the  Society  $1,000, 
which  will  be  paid  in  due  time. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Board,  at  our  last  meeting,  recommended  that 
one  suitable  Agent  be  appointed  for  the  West  ;  and  that  the  Travelling  Secretary 
nominate  such  person  to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  also  persons  to  fill 
agencies  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  if,  in  his  opinion,  they  would  be  useful. 
In  accordance  with  this  action  of  the  Board,  I  made  diligent  search  for  a  man  for 
the  Western  field,  and  at  length  succeeded  in  finding  one  in  whom  I  had  con- 
fidence, who  was  disposed  to  look  at  the  proposition  with  favor;  but  the  in- 
creasing conflict  and  financial  troubles  of  the  country,  caused  us  to  doubt  the 
expediency  of  establishing  the  proposed  agency  under  existing  circumstances. 
I  corresponded  with  wise  counsellors  at  the  West  on  the  subject,  one  of  whom 
responded,  under  date  of  July  12,  "  My  opinion  is,  that  an  agent  in  the  field,  at 
this  time,  could  not  effect  much  in  raising  funds.  I  should  have  very  little 
hope  of  success  here,  at  present. "  The  matter  therefore  now  stands  where 
it  did  a  year  ago.  Whenever  it  shall  be  judged  best  to  appoint  an  agent  for 
that  field,  or  to  serve  the  Society  elsewhere,  I  trust  the  individual  referred  to 
will  be  available. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Butler  has  prosecuted  his  work  in  Northern  New  England 
with  zeal  and  fidelity,  which  commend  him  to  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
the  people. 

Rev.  Mr.  Crummell,  since  his  arrival  in  this  country  from  Liberia,  has 
rendered  the  cause  a  valuable  service.  By  invitation  he  has  addressed  the  an- 
nual meetings  of  four  of  the  State  Colonization  Societies,  and  has  visited  many 
of  the  cities  and  larger  towns  in  New  England,  where  his  labors  were  abund- 
ant and  effective  for  good.  He  proposed  to  spend  a  month  or  so  at  the  West, 
and  started  on  such  Mission  ;  but  on  reaching  Rochester  he  decided,  after  some 
stay  there,  to  return.  He  is  still  in  this  country,  actively  engaged  for  the  cause 
of  Liberia,  and  will  doubtless  continue  his  efforts  until  he  returns  to  his 
adopted  home  as  a  Professor  in  the  Liberian  College.  His  interesting  letter 
to  Dr.  Dunbar,  on  "  the  relations  and  duties  of  free  colored  men  in  America  to 
Africa,"  which  he  sent  me  from  Africa,  in  manuscript  form,  of  which  men- 
tion was  made  at  our  last  meeting.,  has  since  been  printed  and  widely  distri- 
buted. It  made  a  pamphlet  of  over  fifty  pages,  nearly  three  thousand  copies 
of  which  have  been  sent  by  express  and  through  the  Post  Office  to  colored  per- 
sons in  the  Northern  States.  The  expense  thus  incurred,  for  the  printing  and 
distribution,  amounts  to  some  $160,  to  meet  which  no  call  has  been  made  on 
the  Treasury  of  the  Society. 
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Through  the  influence  of  this  document,  and  the  personal  influence  of  its 
author,  a  spirit  of  emigration  has  been  excited  among  the  colored  people  which 
promises  well  for  the  future.  Divers  causes  have  operated  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  expected  emigrants  to  Liberia  the  last  year.  In  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  our  usual  Spring  expedition,  some  were  induced  to  go  to  Hayti, 
others  to  become  waiters  in  the  army,  which  has  detained  several  families 
which  otherwise  would  probably  have  gone  in  autumn.  A  dozen  or  more  of 
the  applicants,  in  New  Jersey,  were  prevented  by  sickness.  Not  a  few  have 
been  led  to  look  for  a  speedy  millennium  for  the  race  in  this  country,  and  are 
waiting  to  realize  their  confident  expectations. 

Fifty-four  in  all  have  embarked,  as  follows  :  One  from  Boston,  by  the  Justice 
Slory,  August  10  ;  four  from  New  York,  by  the  Grey  Hound,  December  28  ; 
seven  by  the  bark  Edward,  which  left  New  York  on  the  24th  of  April,  and 
forty -two  on  board  the  John  H.  Jones,  which  sailed  from  the  port  of  New  York 
the  7th  of  November.  The  twelve  first-mentioned  embarked  under  the  im- 
mediate supervision,  and  by  pecuniary  aid  received  from  the  New  York 
Society.  These  fifty-four  emigrants  were  gathered  from  eight  different  States, 
JNew  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  and  Illinois,  and  they  promise  to  be  a  valuable  acquisition  to 
the  Republic. 

From  present  indications  we  may  reasonably  expect  a  large  increase  of 
applicants  during  the  coming  year.  It  was  recently  stated  by  an  intelligent 
colored  Clergyman,  who  had  just  attended  two  Conventions  of  his  ministerial 
brethren  in  the  different  States,  that  the  growing  sentiment  of  the  colored  peo- 
ple is,  that  there  is  no  place  for  them  in  this  country,  either  North  or  South,  and 
that  tli ey  are  looking  at  African  Colonization  as  a  fact.  This  accords  with 
what  Mr.  Crummell  has  repeatedly  said,  in  his  letters  to  me  on  the  subject. 
In  his  last  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  from  New  York,  he  says,  "  We  organized 
an  emigrating  club  last  evening  in  this  city  with  six  members.  We  are  to 
have  a  great  meeting  of  colored  citizens  next  week  in  one  of  the  largest 
Churches — prejudice  is  vanishing."  No  doubt  he  speaks  the  truth.  It  must 
be  so.  "Africa  and  the  American  negro"  presents  to  the  mind  of  the  Christian 
Philanthropist  a  subject  of  vast  importance.  Ex-President  Day,  of  Yale  College, 
remarked  thirty  years  ago,  "  The  Colony  of  Liberia  was  planted  in  great  wis- 
dom and  forecast."     The  rem  irk  has  lost  none  of  its  force. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  ORCUTT. 
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The  Rev.  Franklin  Butler,  Agent  of  the  Society  for  the 
States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont,  presented  and  read 
his  report,  when,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Agencies. 

The  Report  is  as  follows  : 

Windsor,  Vt.,  Jan.  1,  1862. 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir  :  At  the  commencement  of  the  year  just  closed  the  pros- 
pect of  an  increase  of  funds  from  Northern  New  England,  was  highly  encour- 
aging. Obstacles  were  passing  away  ;  the  public  interest  was  quickened,  and 
donations  were  beginning  to  come  from  hands  that  had  withheld.  In  several 
places  visited  soon  after  our  last  anniversary  the  contributions  were  more  than 
doubled. 

But  hope  then  prevailed  that  the  dark  cloud  which  was  arising  upon  our 
country  might  pass  over  our  heads  without  pouring  upon  the  land  its  dreadful 
contents.     Vain  hope!     Three  months,  and  the  tempest  was  beating  upon  us  ! 

At  the  first  shock  my  energies  were  paralyzed-,  and  I  felt  like  hiding  myself 
•'•  until  these  calamities  be  overpast."  Yet  our  noble  friends  of  the  clergy  and 
laity  of  the  town  and  the  country  said  "go  on;"  and  1  went  on,  pursuing  the 
method  of  the  previous  year,  visiting  as  many  places  as  I  could,  preaching  on 
the  Sabbath  and  soliciting  in  the  week,  making  such  use  of  pen  and  speech  as 
promised  good  to  our  cause.  Cordiality  and  a  commendable  degree  of  liberality 
have  for  the  most  part  marked  the  reception  of  appeals.  The  pulpits  are  few 
to  which  access  for  Liberia  is  refused,  and  the  people  are  not  numerous  who 
sharply  oppose  her.     Indifference  has  been  the  greatest  obstacle  in  her  path. 

Rev  John  Orcutt,  our  efficient  Travelling  Secretary,  has  visited  such  places 
in  my  field  as  his  numerous  duties  would  permit,  with  great  benefit  to  our  cause. 

Rev.  John  K.  Converse,  the  experienced  Secretary  of  the  Vermont  Coloni- 
zation Society,  has  also  done  good  service  at  Burlington  and  in  several  towns 
of  that  vicinity. 

Our  friends  in  Maine  have  suffered  greatly  from  the  condition  of  the  country. 
The  "abundance  of  th«s  sea  "  has  not  enriched  them,  as  it  has  done  in  years 
past.  War  has  seized  their  commerce,  and  called  them  and  their  sons  to  arms; 
yet  they  have  resolutely  put  forth  their  hand  for  Liberia  with  a  liberality  that 
falls  little  short  of  that  which  has  characterized  them  in  better  days. 

It  was  our  good  fortune  to  have  the  aid  of  Rev.  Alexander  Crummell,  Pro- 
fessor elect  of  Liberia  College,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine  Colonization 
Society  at  Bath,  in  July.  He  made  an  instructive  and  forcible  address,  and  in 
connection  with  the  very  able  report  of  the  Rev.  John  0.  Fiske,  Corresponding 
Secretary,  he  helped  to  make  the  anniversary  truly  memorable. 

Mr  Crummell  also  addressed  large  and  most  respectable  audiences  at  Bruns- 
wick and  Portland,  and  awakened  an  interest  which  we  cannot  doubt  will  result 
in  much  good. 

The  colored  man  referred  to  in  my  last  report  as  having  been  duped  by  an 
impostor  that  persuaded  him  to  collect  money  with  him  in  the  eastern  part  of 
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the  State  for  going  to  Liberia  "  on  their  own  responsibility,"  and  who  finally 
went  to  Hayti,  has  returned  cured  of  his  delusion,  and  content  to  await  a  better 
chance  for  improving  his  condition. 

The  spirit  evinced  at  the  anniversary  of  the  New  Hampshire  Colonization 
Society  at  Concord  in  June,  is  as  promising  for  the  future  as  it  was  cheering  in 
that  dark  month.  The  address  of  Mr.  Crummell,  combined  with  the  fitting 
words  of  the  President,  Rev.  Dr.  Burroughs — of  the  Delegate  to  the  Parent 
Society,  J.  B.  Walker,  Esq  ,  and  of  the  Hon.  N.  G.  Upham,  and  Mr.  Orcutt, 
to  render  the  occasion  highly  interesting  and  profitable. 

The  young  man  alluded  to  last  year  as  at  school  with  reference  to  going  to 
Liberia,  embarked  in  the  John  H.  Jones  in  November  for  Monrovia — the  first 
emigrant  from  the  Granite  State,  in  whom  we  shall  be  greatly  disappointed  if 
he  does  not  prove  worthy  of  the  place  he  occupies  in  the  series  of  New  Hamp- 
shire emigrants  to  the  new  Republic.  It  is  hoped  that  he  may  complete  his 
studies  at  the  college  of  Liberia.  For  his  passage,  &c,  several  churches  of  the 
vicinity  of  his  late  residence  (Greenfield)  have  liberally  contributed,  and  others 
we  doubt  not  will  do  likewise.  Unfortunately  for  our  receipts  the  time  of 
solicitation  in  this  State  was  chiefly  that  of  the  darkest  months  of  this  dark 
year  ;  and  if  New  Hampshire  fails  of  appearance  at  the  meeting  of  the  Parent 
Society  the  default  must  not  be  charged  either  to  the  want  of  energy  or  liberality 
in  some  of  the  best  friends  of  which  any  good  cause  can  glory. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Vermont  Colonization  Society  at  Montpelier  in 
October,  though  saddened  by  the  absence  and  illness  of  the  President,  Rev. 
John  Wheeler,  D.  D.,  who  has  for  many  years  brought  distinguished  ability 
to  the  deliberations  of  the  Society,  was  made  interesting  by  the  report  of  the 
Secretary,  and  an  eloquent  address  from  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,  of  New  York. 

Two  of  our  early  and  most  liberal  friends  in  Vermont  have  deceased  in  the 
past  year,  Hon.  E.  A.  Higley,  of  Castleton,  and  Hon.  Samuel  Clark,  of  West 
Brattleboro',  the  latter  of  whom  has  left  us  a  legacy  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
crowning  the  liberality  of  his  life  with  a  noble  act  that  survives  his  death. 

A  colored  impostor,  under  the  cloak  of  zeal  for  inducing  his  brethren  to  go 
to  Liberia,  and  with  a  long  array  of  names  of  good  men  in  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  for  his  commendation,  made  his  appearance  in  Vermont  last  March, 
and  induced  some  clergymen  to  afford  him  facilities  for  lecturing,  &c.  At  the 
last  we  heard  of  him  he  was  in  rapid  flight,  with  a  sister,  to  parts  unknown. 

Amid  the  fires  of  patriotism  and  the  noise  of  marshalling  forces  among  the 
Green  Mountains,  the  voice  of  Liberia  has  not  been  disregarded.  The  ordinary 
receipts  are  little  less  than  those  of  previous  years,  and  our  belief  is,  that  what- 
ever may  be  the  future  for  our  country,  our  friends  in  Vermont  will  neither  be 
weary  nor  faint  in  well  doing  for  Africa. 

It  is  an  encouraging  fact  that  each  of  the  State  Societies  in  my  field  is  a  living 
organization,  managed  by  men  of  thorough  sympathy  with  our  cause,  of  high 
repute  and  influence,  and  of  known  energy  and  ability. 

The  rule  adopted  by  the  Directors  at  their  last  annual  meeting  concerning  the 
African  Repository  meets  with  universal  approbation.  It  prevents  all  misun- 
derstandings in  regard  to  accounts,  and  secures  an  increase  of  paying  sub- 
scribers in  an  acceptable  form. 
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The  feeling  of  the  masses  of  the  colored  people  in  these  States  appears  to  be 
that  of  preference  to  wait  for  the  "  good  time  "  here  so  long  promised  by  some 
of  their  professed  friends.  Many,  however,  of  the  most  intelligent  and  enter- 
prising are  convinced  that  nationality  and  the  highest  good  for  themselves  and 
their  children  can  be  found  only  upon  the  continent  of  the  tropics,  and  they  are 
beginning  to  seek  information  concerning  Liberia,  and  to  consider  the  question 
of  emigration. 

The  Providence  of  God  is  holding  up  the  great  enterprise  of  this  Society 
before  the  people  of  this  country  with  eminent  distinctness  and  force  ;  and  what- 
ever of  trial  may  yet  await  us,  of  this  we  may  be  confident — "  our  ends  cannot 
fail  us." 

Yours  very  truly , 

FRANKLIN  BUTLER. 
Rev.  R.  R.  Gorley,  Cor.  Sec.  A.  C.  S. 

Mr.  Crozer,  as  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Auxiliary 
Societies,  presented  and  read  a  report,  which,  on  motion,  was  laid  on 
the  tahle  for  the  present. 

The  Financial  Secretary  of  the  Society,  presented  and  read  an  ac- 
count current  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed  for  the  support  of 
Recaptured  Africans. 

Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,  as  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Agencies,  presented  and  read  a  report,  which,. on  motion,  was  ac- 
cepted, and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  report  that  this  Society  has  had  in  its  employment,  the  past 
year,  but  two  Agents. — The  Rev.  B.  0.  Plimpton,  in  the  regions  near  Lake 
Erie,  and  Rev.  F.  Butler,  in  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  and  Maine. 

Their  reports  from  time  to  time  show  a  commendable  diligence  with  as  much 
success  in  making  collections  as  could  be  expected;  the  latter  greatly  restricted, 
however,  by  the  troubled  state  of  the  country,  and  the  limited  claims  for  funds 
incident  to  a  diminished  number  of  emigrants. 

The  question  as  to  the  policy  of  employing  Agents,  and  their  proper  com- 
pensation, has  been  fully  considered  in  former  years,  and  notwithstanding 
weighty  objections,  this  Society  has  never  felt  that  it  could  wisely  dispense 
with  them. 

Under  the  possibilities  of  the  results  which  may  grow  out  of  our  great  struggle, 
in  setting  in  motion  an  emigration  on  a  scale  which  will  overtax  the  powers  of 
this  Society,  the  Committee  recommend  no  changes  at  the  present  time,  hoping 
that  before  another  anniversary,  the  path  of  duty  will  be  more  clearly  mani- 
fested. 

J.  B.  PINNEY, 
M.  G.  PRATT, 
S.  H.  HUNTINGTON. 
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Foreign  Relations. 

Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  as  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  presented  and  read  a  report;  pending  the  con- 
sideration of  which,  it  was  on  motion  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney, 

Resolved^  That  the  Board  adjourn,  to  meet  again  this  evening  at 
7  o'clock. 

Adjourned. 


Wednesday,  January  22,  1862. 

The  Board  met  this  evening  at  7  o'clock,  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment :   the  President  in  the  Chair. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations was  resumed,  and  after  discussion  the  Report  of  the  Commit- 
tee was  accepted,  and  the  resolutions  attached  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned 
to  them,  and  they  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  Board,  for  their  consideration,  the 
following  report  : 

The  Committee  have  carefully  considered  the  report  of  Dr.  James  Kail,  the 
Commissioner  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  to  carry  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Liberia  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Board,  October  25,  1860,  in 
reference  to  recaptured  Africans,  and  they  recommend  that  the  Board  approve 
the  "articles  of  agreement"  entered  into  on  the  21st  day  of  December,  1860,  by 
the  parties  above  named. 

The  Committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  ascertain- 
ing, if  it  can  be  done  without  undue  expense,  whether  there  be  any  territory, 
south  of  Liberia,  which  it  may  be  desirable  to  acquire  in  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  the  aims  and  views  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Board  approve  of  the  articles  of  agreement  entered 
into  on  the  2 1st  of  December,  1860,  by  Dr.  James  Hall,  the  Commissioner  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  with  the  Government  of  Liberia,  and 
hereby  ratify  the  same. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  Board  tender  to  Dr.  James  Hall  their  thanks,  for  the 
very  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties  as  Commissioner 
to  make  an  arrangement  with  the  government  of  Liberia,  in  reference  to  re- 
captured Africans. 
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Auxiliary  Societies. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Auxiliary  Societies  was  taken  up, 
and  on  motion  referred  back  to  the  Committee  for  amendment.  Mr. 
Crozer  then  presented  the  same  Report,  as  amended,  which  was  read, 
and  on  motion  accepted  and  adopted. 

Your  Committee  on  Auxiliary  Societies  respectfully  report :  That  in  looking 
into  the  subject  they  can  do  but  little  more  than  reiterate  the  recommendation 
made  by  a  similar  committee  at  our  last  anniversary. 

These  organizations,  whether  as  State  societies  or  as  of  a  character  more  local, 
have  been  of  much  benefit  for  a  long  series  of  years,  not  only  in  obtaining  dona- 
tions to  the  Parent  treasury,  which  we  regret  have  not  been  to  a  large  amount, 
but  in  diffusing  far  and  wide  a  knowledge  of  the  aims,  designs,  and  practical 
workings  of  the  Colonization  enterprise  ;  and  the  fruits  of  their  tfforts  are  now 
being  realized  in  bequests  and  devises,  which  from  time  to  time  flow  into  your 
treasury. 

Though  a  number  of  Auxiliary  Societies  seem  now  to  be  in  a  measure  inope- 
rative your  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  of  them  having  formally  ceased  to 
exist,  and  the  Colonization  Society  should,  in  our  opinion,  encourage  their  con- 
tinuance. They  are  organizations  suited  for  action  under  contingencies  which 
may  arise  demanding  strenuous  and  combined  efforts. 

Your  committee  would  also  recommend  the  formation  of  district  societies  in 
large  towns  or  localities  favorable  to  creating  renewed  interest  in  the  good  cause. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  ventures  to  express  the  hope  that  in  the  wide 
field  of  usefulness  looming  up  in  the  distance  before  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  this  great  national  enterprise  will,  by  the  co-operation  of  State  and  Dis- 
trict Auxiliary  Associations,  formed  in  every  part  of  the  country,  be  consum- 
mated in  due  time  by  the  removal  from  our  borders  of  a  willing  people  to  the 
Republic  of  Liberia  and  the  homes  of  their  ancestors. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  P.  CROZER, 

G    WASHINGTON  WARREN, 

JOHN  ORCUTT. 


3Ir.  l'ettit.  as  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Emigra- 
tion, presented  and  read  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  which  on 
motion  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Emigration  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Annual 
Report  relating  to  the  emigration  to  Africa,  respectfully  report  that,  in  ex- 
amining the  subject  submitted  for  their  consideration,  they  have  to  regret  the 
small  number  of  emigrants  sent  to  Liberia  during  the  last  year,  amounting  alto- 
gether to -only  fifty  four,  as  exhibited  in  die  following  tabular  statement,  viz  : 
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Emigration. 


NAME    OF    VESSEL. 


Barque  Edward 

Brig  Teresa  Bandall. . 
Barqfte  Justice  Story. 
Brig  John  H.  Jones. . 
Barque  Gray  Hound. 


PORT  OF  DEPART- 
URE. 


New  York.. 
Baltimore . . 

Boston 

New  York, 
do.... 


April  24 

July  27 

August  10.. . 
November  7. 
December  28. 


Total. 


NUMBER  OF 
EMIGRANTS. 


.  7 
.  1 
.    1 

.42 
.  4 


.55 


The  deplorable  strife  now  existing  in  our  land  has  so  absorbed  public  at- 
tention as  to  render  every  other  worldly  subject  of  subordinate  and  minor  im- 
portance, and  has  perhaps,  especially  affected  whatever  relates  to  the  colored 
race  who  are  now  among  us.  While,  however,  it  has  thus  paralyzed  ordinary 
operations,  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  will  give  increased  importance  to  the 
grand  purpose  of  this  Society  in  providing  for  the  Colonization  of  the  free 
people  of  color  from  the  United  States,  with  their  own  consent,  to  the  land 
whence  their  fathers  came,  and  may  fairly  challenge  increased  admiration  for 
the  benevolence  and  forecast  of  the  Philanthropists  and  Statesmen  who,  forty- 
five  years  ago,  brought  this  Society  into  being,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
independent  and  enlightened  organization  now  known  as  the  Government  of 
Liberia. 

In  this  view  it  becomes  the  serious  duty  of  the  Society  to  consider  how 
they  can  most  effectively  forward  the  work  of  emigration  and  best  promote  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  those  who  emigrate.  And  for  this  purpose,  after 
careful  consideration,  the  Committee  see  nothing  better  to  recommend  than 
that  we  shall  faithfully  pursue  the  path  we  have  hitherto  trod.  They  would 
recommend  that  the  Agents,  Organs,  and  Friends  of  the  Society  should  con- 
tinue to  present  to  the  free  people  of  color  the  advantages  of  emigration  to  the 
land  where  alone  they  are  really  free  from  caste  and  prejudicial  legislation,  and 
perfectly  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and  that  every  facility  shall  be  extended 
for  their  comfortable  conveyance  to  the  land  of  their  destination,  and  the  Com- 
mittee would  recommend  that  increased  importance  be  given  to  this  braneh  of 
our  labors. 

This  object,  the  Committee  believe,  would  be  much  aided  by  the  recogni- 
tion by  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  the  Government  of  Liberia. 
Such  recognition,  they  believe,  would  increase  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  respective  countries,  draw  increased  attention  to  Liberia  and  the 
African  continent,  and  at  the  same  time  provide  cheap  means  for  intercom- 
munication between  us,  while  it  would  also  have  the  important  effect  of  in- 
creasing the  respect  with  which  it  would  be  regarded  by  the  colored  people. 

To  this  end  also  the  Committee  believe  that  the  true  policy  of  the  Society  is 
to  cultivate  the  most  frank  and  friendly  relations  with  the  people  of  Liberia, 
and  especially  with  its  constituted  authorities.  They  are  persuaded  that  our 
best  efforts  should  be  made  to  send  an  increased  number  of  industrious,  and,  an 
far  as  possible,  intelligent  emigrants  there,  and  in  every  way  to  strengthen  and 
consolidate  the  power  of  that  Republic,  promote  its  material  welfare,  and  as- 
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Sist  in  elevating  its  population  in  intelligence  and  virtue.  As  regards  the  ques- 
tion of  an  increase  of  territory,  trie  Committee  would  recommend  that  no  ac- 
tion should  be  taken  without  consultation  with,  and  the  co-operation  of,  the 
Government  of  Liberia,  believing  that  the  good  sense  and  judgment  of  that 
Government,  and  their  superior  knowledge  of  the  subject,  should,  at  least  for 
the  present,  be  our  guide  in  relation  to  it. 

In  regard  to  the  idea  of  establishing  any  other  colony  or  settlement,  the  Com- 
mittee consider  that  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  at  the  present  time,  being 
so  well  satisfied  with  the  progress  of  that  already  established  that  they  do  not 
flatter  themselves  with  the  hope  that  it  will  be  improved  upon.  If  in  the  course 
of  events  it  should  be  found  that  the  tide  of  emigration  shall  swell  to  such  a 
magnitude  as  to  demand  a  new  field,  it  will  be  time,  in  their  opinion,  to  seek 
for  an  extended  area  or  a  new  location.  Believing,  however,  that  such  will 
not  be  the  case  within  the  year  on  which  we  have  now  entered,  they  advise 
that  nothing  of  the  kind  should  be  attempted,  unless,  indeed,  upon  the  ex- 
press authority  of  this  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  V.  PETTIT, 

G.  WASHINGTON  WARREN, 

WM.  COPPINGER. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  Officers 
of  the  Society  be  called  to  the  views  and  recommendations  of  this  Report,  and 
they  be  requested  to  give  them  effect  as  far  as  may  be  possible. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  acknowledge  with  great  pleasure  their 
indebtedness  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  friendly 
feeling  manifested  by  him  towards  the  great  objects  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  and  more  especially  for  his  recommendation  to 
Congress  respecting  the  recognition  of  the  Independence  of  Liberia. 

Resolved ,  further,  That  if  it  suit  the  convenience  of  the  President, 
that  this  Board  will  pay  their  respects  to  him  to-morrow,  at  such 
hour  as  he  may  designate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Means,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Financial  Secretary  be  directed  to  pay  the 
Liberian  drafts  for  Recaptured  Africans  in  the  same  currency  that 
he  receives  from  the  United  States  Government. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  adjourn,  to  meet  again  at  9£  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  to-morrow. 


Adjourned. 
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Report  on  the  > 


Thursday,  January  23,  1862. 

The  Board  met  this  morning  pursuant  to  adjournment.  The 
President,  Hon.  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  in  the  Chair,  and  the  Divine 
Blessing  was  invoked  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Society, 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Communications  were  read  from  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wash- 
ington City,  Jan.  23,  stating  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
would  see  the  Board  at  12  o'clock  to-day:  Hon.  W.  M.  Merrick, 
January  22,  resigning  his  place  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  from  Hon.  E.  Dickinson,  Amherst,  Mass.,  January  20, 
excusing  his  non-attendance  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  as  a  Dele- 
gate from  the  Massachusetts  Colonization  Society. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  Hon.  Win.  M.  Merrick  be  ac- 
cepted. 

The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Hon.  D.  S.  Gregory,  Rev.  John  B. 
Pinney,  and  Hon.  James  W.  Beekman,  a  Committee  to  nominate 
Officers  of  the  Board  for  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  course  of  Dr.  James  Hall,  in  charge  of  the 
ship  Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  during  the  past  year,  as  detailed  in  his 
report,  just  read,  be  approved  by  the  Board,  and  that  he  be  requested 
to  consult  with  the  President  of  the  Society  in  regard  to  the  return 
of  the  ship  to  the  United  States. 

Dr.  Hall's  Report  is  as  follows : 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  A.  C.  S. 

Gentlemen  : 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you,  in  a  tabular  form,  a  brief  abstract  of  the  ex- 
penses and  earnings  of  the  ship  Mary  Caroline  Stevens  for  the  past  year  ;  the 
various  items  of  the  same  having  been  transmitted  in  accounts  current  with  the 
ship  to  the  Financial  Secretary  of  the  Society,  under  dates  of  Dec.  19,  1860, 
and  Dec  20,  18C1,  with  the  vouchers  therefor,  to  which  I  beg  to  refer  you. 
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It  will  be  seen  by  inspection  of  the  printed  table  herewith  enclosed,  that  both 
the  earnings  and  expenses  of  the  last  regular  voyage  of  the  ship,  J,  exceed  those 
of  any  preceding — more  nearly  approximated  by  those  of  H.  The  increase  in 
the  earnings  were  caused  mainly  by  the  excess  of  home  freight  and  passage 
money  over  other  voyages,  which  augured  well  for  the  future.  The  increase 
in  the  expenses  for  this  and  the  past  voyage  was  caused  by  the  very  thorough 
repairs  found  necessary.  A  well  built  and  well  managed  ship  generally  runs  at 
little  expense  for  repairs  the  first  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  a 
thorough  overhauling  is  absolutely  necessary.  The  standing  rigging  generally 
requires  refitting,  an  entire  gang  of  running  rigging,  and  a  new  suit  of  sails 
must  be  furnished,  more  or  less  new  spars  are  to  be  supplied,  and  that  heavy 
expense  of  re-coppering  and  recaulking  must  be  incurred.  The  ship  may  then 
be  considered  as  fitted  for  another  three  years'  service.  To  all  these  repairs 
our  ship  has  been  subjected  the  past  year,  and  the  charges  therefor  mainly  em- 
braced in  voyages  H  and  J. 

The  portage  bill  of  voyage  J  stands  much  in  advance  of  that  of  any  preceding 
voyage,  from  the  fact  of  the  high  rate  of  wages  at  the  time  of  shipping  the  crew, 
and  because  the  voyage  was  a  long  one,  extending  over  five  months,  for  the 
procurement  of  home  freight. 

The  ship  arrived  in  Baltimore  from  her  last  voyage  to  Liberia  on  the  5th  of 
April,  18(51.  It  was  soon  ascertained  that  few  emigrants  and  but  little  freight 
could  be  secured  for  another  voyage  commencing  at  the  usual  time,  and  little 
prospect  of  any  before  the  autumn.  I  proposed  effecting  a  charter  of  the  ship  for 
the  six  months  to  come,  rather  than  have  her  lie  idle  at  the  wharf,  incurring  at 
least  one  fourth  per  cent,  expense  of  active  service.  The  Executive  Committee 
approved  of  the  measure,  and  a  very  advantageous  charter  was,  soon  after  the 
discharge  of  the  vessel,  effected  for  Londonderry,  Ireland.  The  entire  berths 
for  emigrants  were  removed  from  between  decks,  the  ballast  discharged  from  the 
hold,  and  other  requisite  arrangements  made  for  receiving  a  cargo  of  grain, 
incurring  thereby,  as  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  accounts  of  the  voyage, 
very  considerable  expense.  The  ship  commenced  loading  on  the  18th,  but  was 
soon  prohibited  from  receiving  more  grain  by  the  acting  authorities  of  the  city. 
After  a  day's  delay  loading  was  again  permitted,  and  again  suspended  per  order. 
Then  a  written  permission  was  obtained  by  the  charterer,  allowing  the  ship  to 
load  with  grain  and  depart  from  port.  Under  this  permit  about  one-third  of  her 
cargo  was  taken  on  board,  when  the  loading  was  again  prohibited,  and  the 
advance  in  the  price  of  grain  caused  the  shippers  to  desist  from  further  efforts. 
It  was  then  in  our  power  to  allow  the  ship  to  lie  at  the  wharf  and  claim  damages 
for  the  non-fulfillment  of  the  terms  of  the  charter-party,  being  secured  by  the 
cargo  on  board.  And  this  course  would  most  probably  have  been  pursued  had 
there  not  been  reason  to  apprehend  a  seizure  and  possible  destruction  of  the  ship 
by  irresponsible  parties  in  temporary  authority,  assumed  or  otherwise.  Under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  was  thought  best  to  procure  speedily  what 
other  freight  we  could,  even  at  a  low  figure,  and  dispatch  her  for  Londonderry, 
which  was  done  on  the  29th  April. 

She  arrived  at  her  port  of  destination  May  23,  and  discharged  her  cargo,  her 
freight  bills  amounting  to  little  over  $5,000,  instead  of  $10,000,  as  promised  by 
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her  charter-party.  The  question  of  prosecuting  for  damages  has  been  con- 
sidered, but  by  advice  of  counsel  abandoned.  On  arrival  at  Londonderry  the 
question  at  once  arose  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  ship  after  discharging.  To 
return  direct  to  the  United  States,  as  was  intended,  either  with  such  freight  as 
could  be  procured  or  in  ballast,  was  by  all  considered  extremely  hazardous  ; 
the  probability  then  being  that  the  ocean  would  soon  swarm  with  privateers  and 
pirates  ;  and  this  not  without  good  reason,  as  previous  to  the  dueen's  procla- 
mation of  neutrality,  many  vessels  even  of  Jarge  size,  both  sailers  and  steamers, 
were  being  fitted  out  in  Liverpool  for  that  business.  After  abandoning  all  ideas 
of  this  and  of  sale,  which  I  entertained  previous  to  the  Queen's  proclamation, 
the  only  alternative  left  was  either  to  lay  the  ship  up  under  the  care  of  a  keeper, 
or  effect  a  charter  to  some  port  where  there  would  be  little  likelihood  of  capture. 
In  the  former  course  considerable  expense  would  of  necessity  be  incurred.  Two 
months'  advance  wages  to  officers  and  crew,  or  the  equivalent  one  month's  wages 
and  passage  home  could  be  claimed.  The  expense  of  dock  and  harbor  dues  per 
month,  the  wages  and  board  of  ship-keeper,  the  insurance  must  continue,  loss 
of  interest  on  capital,  and  depreciation  in  value  by  time,  the  same  as  if  in  actual 
service.  Afttjr  giving  the  matter  full  consideration  I  decided  upon  effecting  a 
charter,  although  freights  were  at  alow  ebb.  Aided  by  the  best  advices  I  was 
able  to  obtain,  1  chartered  the  ship  for  a  voyage  from  Newport,  Mon.,  to 
Kertch ,  in  the  Black  Sea,  on  account  of  the  Russian  government,  and  by  another 
charter  thence  to  another  port  in  the  Black  Sea  for  loading,  and  back  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  or  port  on  the  Continent,  both  charters  paying,  as  near  as  I 
could  estimate,  some  .£2,500,  or  from  10  to  $12,000,  depending  upon  the  ship's 
as  yet  untried  capacity  for  carrying  grain.  These  charter-parties  I  enclose 
herewith. 

It  was  not  until  I  had  closed  the  business  of  the  ship  at  Londonderry  that  I 
became  fully  sensible  of  the  enormous  port  charges,  petty  exactions,  and  gross 
frauds  to  which  an  American  vessel  is  subjected  in  English  ports.  In  endeav- 
ored, as  tar  as  possible,  to  lessen  all  expenses,  and  staid  on  board  the  ship 
superintending  her  loading  in  Newport  till  she  left  the  docks  on  the  evening  of 
July  17.  By  last  advices  from  the  master,  under  date  of  October  22,  1861,  she 
was  then  at  Kertch  discharging. 

On  my  return  home  I  increased  her  insurance  during  her  present  voyage 
$10,000,  making  #30,000  in  all,  her  full  value  at  this  time. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  account  that  in  accordance  with  the  charter- 
party  a  part  of  the  consideration  of  the  charter  out  was  advanced  on  clearing 
from  Newport ;  and  that  this,  together  with  the  surplus  proceeds  of  the  voyage 
to  Londonderry,  were  expended  in  fitting  out  the  ship  for  the  round  voyage. 
In  case  no  unfortunate  impediment  has  prevented  her  prompt  discharge  and 
departure  from  Kertch,  most  likely  she  is  now  on  her  way  to  her  port  in  Great 
Britain  or  on  the  Continent ;  her  port  of  discharge  being  at  the  option  of  the 
charterers  ;  but  no  doubt  one  in  Ireland  will  be  her  destination,  where  I  hope 
to  hear  of  her  arrival  shortly.  I  would  advise  that  on  discharge  she  be  ordered 
to  return  either  on  freight  or  on  ballast  direct  to  the  port  of  Baltimore,  in  case 
she  can  arrive  here  in  time  for  the  1st  of  May  expedition  ;  otherwise  perhaps 
she  might  be  permitted  to  take  a  paying  freight  to  the  West  Indies  or  South 
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America,  not,  however,  so  as  to  prevent  her  being  home  eaily  in  October,  to  be 
ready  for  our  November  expedition.  On  this  point  I  would  like  instructions 
from  the  Board. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  expressing  my  regret  that  so  great 
a  responsibility  was  thrown  upon  me,  and  also  that  I  pursued  the  course  1  did, 
as  things  have  turned  out  this  side  the  Atlantic  ;  but  I  did  what  I  deemed  for 
the  best,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  aided  by  the  counsel  of  one 
of  the  best  houses  in  Liverpool,  Messrs.  Brown,  Shipley  &  Co.,  and  at  no 
little  personal  inconvenience  and  sacrifice,  and  I  only  ask  for  that  kind  and 
lenient  consideration  I  have  ever  experienced  at  the  hands  of  the  Executive  and 
Directors  of  the  Society. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  HALL,  Agent. 

Baltimore,  Jan.  1, 1862. 
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A  General  Summary  of  expenses  paid  for  the  Dor/age  of  the  Ship 
M.  C.  Steven*,  to  the  Black  S*  a. 


Expenses  paid  in  Newport,  Mon. 

Portage  Bill,  advance  to  officers  and  crew,  and  to  Master  for  ex- 
penses in  the  Dardenelles, 

Repairs,  making  new  rudder,  sails,  &c, 

Provisions  for  the  voyage,  and  chandlery,         •        •        •        •        . 

Port  charges,   Pilotage,  and  towing  in   and  out,  Light  and  dock 

dues,  stevedores,  Consul's  charges,  &c, 

Incidentals— Brokerage  on  Charter, 

Insurance  on  advances, 

Personal  expenses,  after  leaving  the  Ship,  home, 
Notary's  fees,  coaling,  chronometer,  stamps,  &c.  &c, 

Charges  paid  since  sailing,  in  Baltimore: — Half  pay  due  bills  for 
.Master  and  officers, 

Premium  on  additional  insurance  of  10,000  at  "i  per  cent., 

Properly  chargeable  to  this  voyage  one-half  of  salary  paid  by  freight 
in  voyage  J,  

Received  on   Charter   to   the    Black  Sea  in  Newport,  cash  of 

charterers, 

The  balance  in  suspense. 


£     s. 
151    6 

rf. 
8 

161  19 

10 

159    2 

3 

129    3 

2 

82  15 
19  1J 
37    0 
10    3 

6 
8 
0 

7 

751    2 

B 

$3,343  OS 
335  00 
751  00 

750  00 
$5,179  02 
$2,266  02 

January  1, 1862. 


JAMES  HALL,  Agent. 
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Officers. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts, 
reported  (Messrs.  Gregory  and  Delano  concurring)  that  they  had  ex- 
amined the  statement  of  bonds,  stocks,  and  other  securities,  and  found 
them  correct,  and  also  the  entries  and  vouchers  for  cash  receipts 
and  payments,  and  find  them  correct  and  authenticated  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  as  required  by  the  Board. 

The  Committee  have  also  examined  the  report  and  accounts  of  Dr. 
James  Hall,  agent  of  the  ship  M.  C  Stevens,  and  recommend  that 
they  take  their  usual  course  before  the  Executive  Committee,  and  be 
published  in  the  minutes  with  the  Annual  Report. 

The  Report  was,  on  motion,  accepted  and  adopted. 

Hon.  Mr.  Gregory,  as  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
nomination  of  Officers  of  the  Board  for  the  ensuing  year,  reported 
the  following : 

Corresponding  Secretary , 
Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley. 

Financial  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
Rev.  Wm.  McLain,  D.  D. 

Travelling    Secretary, 
Rev.  John  Orcutt. 

Executive  Committee, 
Harvey  Lindsly,  M.  D., 
Joseph  H.  Bradley,  Esq., 
Wm.  Gunton,  Esq., 
Rev.  George  W.  Samson,  D.  D., 
Hon.  Peter  Parker, 
Hon.  Samuel  H.  Huntington, 
Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committer  be  accepted  and  ap- 
proved, and  the  Officers  named  elected. 

On  motion,  the  Board,  at  11 2  o'clock,  A.  M.,  took  a  recess  to  call 
upon  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
5 
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Adjournment. 


12 }  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Board  having  returned  from  their  visit  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  resumed  their  session. 

Rev.  Dr.  Tracy,  as  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Finance,  presented  and  read  a  Report,  which  was  accepted  and 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Pinney,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Society  and  the  Minutes 
of  the  Board,  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  publica- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Board  be  presented  to  the  Sec- 
retary, for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his 
duties  at  the  present  session. 

On  putting  this  motion,  the  President  took  occasion  to  express  his 
own  sense  of  the  value  of  the  Secretary's  services,  not  only  upon  this 
occasion,  but  whenever  it  was  in  his  power,  here  or  elsewhere,  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  cause  of  Colonization :  which  remarks 
the  Board  requested  should  be  placed  upon  the  minutes. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Grurley,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  Board  be  presented  to 
the  President  of  the  Society  for  the  very  able  and  impartial  manner 
in  which  he  has  presided  during  the  present  session. 

The  minutes  were  then  read  and  approved. 

The  Board  united  in  Prayer,  offered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tracy, 
and,  on  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  January, 
1863,  at  12  o'clock,  M. 

J.  H.  B.  LATROBE, 

President  American  Colonization  Soc><  ft/. 
Wm.  Coppingee, 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 


Receipts  ■unci  Expenditures  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
From  January  1,  to  December  81, 1861. 


Dr. 

Cr. 

$52,269  34 

$40,835  66 

$16,799  33 

■ 

552  11 

5,247  -38  1 

5,016  00 

53  Office  expenses, 

91  00 

6,300  96 

55  Ship  Mary  Caroline  Stevens, 

13,818  47 

5,282  39 

59  Colony  of  Liberia,       .... 

1,640  00 

4,731  50 

75  Transportation  of"  Key  West  Africans, 

:'    16,634  93 

750  19 

77  Support  of  3  "  Kiddy  Africans," 

8  00 

77        Do.       Key  West  Africans, 

33,992  83 

77        Do.        Congo  Africans, 

2,736  40 

79  Colonization  Building, 

567  65 

8,028  42 

81  African  Repository, 

275  75 

1,764  68 

12,585  73 

50  06 

6,415  07 

559  66 

1,387  50 

112,199  97 

761  55 
3,906  47 

58  Contingent  expenses,  .... 

• 

5  50 

100  New  Jersey  settlement, 

. 

• 

2,305  89 
90,851  04 

164,469  31 

15,623  65 

Balances  due  to, the  Society, 

$78,174  50 

11,067  42 

89,241  92 

t 

Jl  80,092  96 

180,092  96 

CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

"Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  «  The  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety.' 

Art.  2.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively  directed  is,  to 
promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  colonizing,  with  their  own  consent,  the  free 
people  of  color  residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Con- 
gress shall  deem  expedient.  And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object,  in 
co-operation  with  the  General  Government  and  such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt 
regulations  on  the  subject. 

Art.  3.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  shall  have  paid  to  the  funds 
of  the  Society  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society  for  one 
year  from  the  time  of  such  payment.  Any  citizen  who  shall  have  paid  the 
sum  of  thirty  dollars,  shall  be  a  member  for  life.  And  any  citizen  paying  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director  for  life.  Foreigners  may  be 
made  members  by  vote  of  the  Society  or  of  the  Directors. 

Art.  4.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  at  Washington,  on  the  third  Tues- 
day in  January,  and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  they  shall  direct.  At 
the  annual  meeting,  a  President  and  Vice  Presidents  shall  be  chosen,  who  shall 
perform  the  duties  appropriate  to  those  offices. 

Art.  5.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  composed  of  the  Directors  for 
life  and  of  Delegates  from  the  several  State  Societies  and  societies  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  Territories  of  the  United  States.  Each  of  such  societies 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  Delegate  for  every  five  hundred  dollars  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Society  within  the  year  previous  to  the  annual  meeting. 

Art.  6.  The  Board  shall  annually  appoint  one  or  more  Secretaries,  a 
Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Committee  of  seven  persons  ;  all  of  whom  shall 
ex  officio  be  members  of  the  Board,  having  a  right  to  be  present  at  its  meetings 
and  to  take  part  in  the  transaction  of  its  business;  but  they  shall  not  vote,  except 
as  provided  in  Article  7. 

Art.  7.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  meet  annually  in  Washington,  imme- 
diately after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  at  such  other  times  and 
places  as  it  shall  appoint,  or  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  at 
the  request  of  any  three  of  the  Auxiliary  State  Societies,  communicated  to  the 
Corresponding  Secretary.  Seven  Directors  shall  form  a  quorum.  But,  if  at 
any  annual  meeting,  or  meeting  regularly  called,  a  less  number  be  in  attendance, 
then  five  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  with  such  Directors,  not  less 
than  four,  as  may  be  present,  shall  constitute  a  Board,  and  have  competent 
authority  to  transact  any  business  of  the  Society  ;  provided,  however,  that  the 
Board  thus  constituted  shall  carry  no  question  unless  the  vote  be  unanimous. 

Art.  8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  according  to  its  own  appoint- 
ment, or  at  the  call  of  the  Secietary.  This  Committee  shall  have  discretionary 
power  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Society,  subject  only  to  such  limitations 
as  are  found  in  its  charter,  in  this  Constitution,  and  in  the  votes  that  have  been 
passed,  or  may  hereafter  be  passed,  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  shall  be  members  of  the  Committee  ex  officio,  with  the  right  to 
deliberate,  but  not  to  vote.  The  Committee  is  authorized  to  fill  all  vacancies 
in  its  own  body  ;  to  appoint  a  Secretary  or  Treasurer  whenever  such  offices  are 
vacant ;  and  to  appoint  and  direct  such  agents  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  Society.  At  every  annual  meeting,  the  Committee  shall  report 
their  doings  to  the  Society,  and  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Art.  9.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended,  upon  a  proposition  to  that  effect 
by  any  of  the  Societies  represented  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary,  and  published  in  the  official  paper  of  the  Society,  three  months  be- 
fore the  annual  meeting  ;  provided  such  amendment  receive  the  sanction  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Board  at  its  next  annual  meeting." 


FOR  LIBERIA. 

Our  Ship,  the  Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  sails  regularly  from 
Baltimore  and  Norfolk  on  the  1st  of  May  and  1st  of  November. 
Application  for  freight  or  cabin  passage  should  be  made  to  Dr. 
James  Hall,  Colonization  Office,  Baltimore  *  for  steerage  pas- 
sage, immediately  to  this  office.  The  Ship  will  touch  at  all  the 
ports  in  Liberia. 

Fare:  Cabin,  $100;  Steerage,  835.  Freight,  $1.50  a  barrel, 
30  cents  a  cubic  foot.  S10  a  ton.  Palm  oil,.  5  cents  a  gallon  on 
the  entire  capacity  of  the  casks.  No  single  package  will  be  taken 
for  less  than  81. 

All  freight  will  be  received  and  delivered  alongside  the  Ship, 
or  landed  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  shipper  or  consignee. 
Passage  and  freight  to  be  paid  in  advance.  Five  per  cent,  pri- 
mage will  be  charged  on  all  freight  which  is  not  paid  in  ad- 
vance. 

-All  persons  sending  parcels  and  packages  by  Express  or 
otherwise  to  Baltimore,  to  be  forwarded  in  the  Ship,  must  pay 
the  expenses  on  the  same,  including  drayage  to  the  Ship  -in 
Baltimore.  No  freight  will  be  received  at  Norfolk. — The  Ship 
will  only  touch  there  for  •emigrants  and  their  baggage  and  other 
belongings. 

All  letters  sent  to  the  care  of  this  office  will  be  duly  forward- 
ed in  the  Ship. 


THE  FRIENDS  OF  THE  AFRICAN  REPOSITORY 

will  please  observe  that  the  Board  of  Directors  have  adopted 
the  following  Resolutions  in  regard  to  the  African  Reposptory: 

"  "Whereas  the  African  Repository  is  the  property  of  the 
Society,  and  is  valuable  in  proportion  as  it  promotes  its  interests  : 

"  1st.  Resolved,  That  it  be  sent  gratuitously  to  all  life-mem- 
bers desiring  it,  to  all  Pastors  of  Churches  annually  taking  a 
collection  for  the  cause  and  desiring  it,  and  to  every  individual 
who  annually  contributes  to  any  branch  of  the  Society,  and  ex- 
presses a  wish  to  any  Agent  to  have  the  publication. 

"2d.  Resolved,  That  all  charges  on  the  books  of  the  Society, 
against  all  persons,  excepting  acknowledged  subscribers,  be  can- 
celled." 
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